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true interests ol the British proletariat. The overthrow of the
Tory Government and the immediate convocation of a special
Irades Umion Congress must now. by means of the unwearied
agitation of the Communists and of the revolutionary supporters
of the Minority Movement, become the slogans of millions of
the English Working Class.

The Working Class of Great Britain, the Working Class of
the whole world now has the duty to hasten like one man to
the aid of the English Miners. The workers must bring ‘o
naught the treacherous machinations of the General Council of
the British Trades Union Congress. The pressure of the masses
must put an end to the continued vacillations of the Executive
of the Miners’ Federation. Enough of flirtation with the Bishops,
enough of futile compromises for the sake of so-called “public
opinion”, which did not for a moment serve to mobilise public
opinion in favour of the miners, but on the other hand involved
the danger of confusing and demobilising the heroic army of
the Miners. The leaders of the Labour Party have for nearly six
months attempted 1o destroy the miners’ fight by daily stabs;
now, however, they proclaim their intention to “save’ the miners’
fight by a platform campaign. Instead oi organising the preven-
tion of the transport of coal by the railway workers and
transport workers, they resort to battle with words according to
all the odious rules of parliamentary speech making.

Just as in England, the reformists are betraying the miners’
struggle internationally. Amsterdam only exercises international
solidarity insofar as it receives good interest in return. The re-
formist leaders of the German Miners’ Federation boast of the
“good nurket conditions” in Germany, in other words of the
export of blackleg coal to Great Britain. The Miners’ Inter-
national decided on September 10th to announce an international
solidarity strike of the nriners should the fight of the British
uriners not be ended by the 30th September. They ventured to
make this decision because they reckoned on a speedy defeat
of the struggle. But the English miners are still heroically con-
tinuing to fght, and che Miners’ International has cowardly
broken its own promise.

It is the duty of the international Working Class to settle
accounts with the reformist leaders of the Miners-International
and the representatives of the miners in the various countries
who prevented the international miners’ strike and to support
the demand of the English Miners for the calling of an inter-
national miners’ strike (which is also in the interetss of the
miners and the workers of the other countries) by increasing
by every means the mass pressure of the workers in all coun-
tries in this direction. The workers must clearly recognise how-
ever that so long as Hodges and Husemann remain leaders of
the Miners' luternational the international miners’ strike will
not be organised. Fven the more modest demands, such as
the prevention of the fransport to Eagland of blackiey coal
and the imposition of a levy upon the working class in Furope
and America on behalf of their fighting brothers, were sabo-
raged by them,

In spite of all prophecies of defeat of the entire press of
the bourgeoisie. in spite of all the efiorts of the reformists to
create a defeatist mood. the fight in England is stil going on.
The English Miners can stili gain the victory if the British
working class and the international proletariat hasten to their
aid.

The Communist International calls upen the Working Class
to do their duty.

Down with the Tory government in England!

Dissolution of Parliament!

Immediate meeting of the Trades Union Congress!

The tighting Congress of the English Workers shall be the
replv to the Scarborough Congress of the Conservatives!

Organise the material support in Englind and the prevention
of transport of coal!

Fight for the real Workers® Government in England!

International organisation of fighting solidarity, and before
all prevention of export of coal to England by the mmernational
trade union movement!

International levy on behalf of the English miners!

The fight of the British miners is decisive for the fate of
the entire international Working Class!

The support of the miners’ struggle must be the cause of
the whole of the international Working Class!

Moscow, 11th Oarober 1926, )

The b xecutive Committee of the Communist International.

C mids: of the naht amanst the famous ™
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FOR THE UNITY OF THE C. P. S. U. |

On ‘the Situation in the Communist Party
of the Soviet Union.

By W. Molotow.

Speech made on behalf of the Central Committee at the Opening
o1 the Training-Course of the C. C. of the C. P. S. U. for District
Party Functionaries on October 2nd 1920.

I shall, in my speech, deal chiefly with the Party itself, wih
the situation within the Party and with the opposition in ihe
Party; for the attention of all Communists is now particularly
concentrated on this question. The Party has now to fulfil extre-
mely important tasks of the proletarian revolution without Lenin’s
leadership, and moreover in extraordinarily complicated inter-
national and internal conditions. It is theretore of great impor-
tance that we should study the teaching which Lenin bequeathed
us, Leninism and the history of our Party. It will therelore nat
be amiss ii I deal at length with those questions which have been
of the greatest importance in the history of our Party and w
which the present period is again imparting special importance.

Our Party represemts a gigantic organisation, which s
poweriuliy rooted 1n the working class, which has vast experience
ol the revolutionary fight and no small experience of the prac
tical construction of socialism. Our Party is the most impoi an
battalion of international Communism as a whole and is at the
present timz the main pillar of the iniernational prolearian revo-
lution. All this is possible because the Party is built up on en
eventful history and because, in every period of history, it has
clearly seen what are the fundamemal tasks of the proletariai

At its 14th Party Congress, the Party discussed with grea
concentration and from every point of view the’ tasks ol the
present period, the immediate tasks of socialist construst.on.
Since the Party Congress .ihe leading tunctionaries of the Pariy
have more than oncz oclupied themselves with re-examining the
resolutions passed at the Party Congress and with working then
out in detail. There can be no doubt that the overwhelming maj-
rity of the PParty — one might indeed say the whole Party (w:'n
a few exceptions) — holds firmlv 1o these resolutions, with real
harmony and real unanimity. This is proved by the unanimous
support given to the resolutions of the Plenum of the C. C. and of
the C. C. C. in July. )

Nevertheless an opposition in the Party. a whole block of
opposition to the Lenimist policy of the Party has been form.!
The opposition block includes remnants of former small opp.»-
tion groups and has been siightly replenished by the recen:
vacillating attitude of forimer disciples o) Lenin, the so-cali=d
“new opposition”. The existence ol an opposition block whh
is now trying to increase its activities still more, is an undeniae
fact. This block combines the opposiion “currents” from Med-
vediev and Shiiapnikov to Trotzky and Zinoviev under the o
vious hegemony of Trotzkyism. Though the block has no clear
programme, though i1 is not based on principles, though 1t hdj
but few adherents, it can at least boast of a ~uperiluity of forme
Partv feaders. It is quite natural thar the Party should conceinl
itseli with the question of what will be the fate of the oppos: 08
block.

From the History ot the Party. .
The *“August Block™.

This leads me to call vour atrention to one of the m:
‘mportant moments ur the Dist hi.i‘.uy_':\’ui our Party. t'o o
histarical period when our Party definitely broke away i N
Men-hevism (25 such), thus finally crvstaliising into the Le"".r'ﬁ.
Party. This period is of special importanve because the Cr_\'j.lrjl“.
watian of Bolsheviem as an indepeigont Party ook place i i
Vugus: Biock™, which was
insignificany grotits

Omno-sd of fragimeits of a grear vai.eis ol o
;mllu-ndrnrim. from the original Menshevists 1o the s()jLJ"»“"
ol et Bolsheviki, who were  grouped _muni the ne\:isp'. '
“W perind”. Trotzky took up hes po~inon an rh,c ccu:trc and at "
head of this block. 1 speak of the perioa 1912 IJH._ -
W har pertod was 2 v g a perod of the ~tormy de
loraient of the revelutionan habogr nevemen:, 2 1‘-:rt(l);i]_\\ :
( Lar.at rachol, which had raged Bor o ek ;:m‘{. |‘ "7?1
compeiied to beat d reticat n view of the powerful oxpansion
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‘he revolutionary activity of the proletar.at. It was a perm.i when
‘he working class of Russia and above all its socialist vanguard
was faced by vast new tasks, particularly by the task of the
revolutionary fight and the overthrow of arbitrary rule. As we
now see, it was a period which was decisive for the victory of
the February revolution and which brought with it the crisis of
Czarism and the crisis of the bourgeois-feudal State, owing to the
sowerful development of the labour movement. In those years the
sirike movement of the workers exceeded the high-water mark
‘vhich it had reached in 1905. In those years. the storm of revo-
lution cast its shadow before. The revolution, it is true, was
postponed by the outbreak of the great war.

een the revolutionary period 1905/06 and the new deve-
lopment in the years 1911/14 however lie the worst years of
Czarist reaction. In those years, when reaction was celebrating
orgies, there were many petty bourgeois revoluiionaries, large
numbers of “socialists” from the circles of the petty bourgeois
intelligentsia who were not equal to the tasks of the new rise of
the revolutionary spirit, who were dragged down by their social
origin to sentimentality and to adapting themselves to the stan-
dards permitted by Czarism. Instead of being leaders in the revo-
lutionary revival, the “revolutionaries” and *“‘socialists” from petty
bourgeois circles, especially from the circles of the petty bour-
Zeois intelligentsia behaved as renegades and as traitors to the
revolution.

In spite of defaitism and of the renegades from these circles,
the Party of the Bolsheviki under Lenin's leadership held high
the banner of revolution, and round this banner, the proletarians
gathered in closer and closer ranks. During this period. our
Party issued three chief battle-slogans: Overthrow of the arbi-
trary nie, seizure of the land held under feudal tenure and the
eight hours’ day. These slogans or, as they were called in the
legal Press of the day, the “three whales”, were at that time
the chief slogans of our Party. :

The Mensheviki concealed the inmost nature of their policy
hy their own slogan: Freedom of coalition, i. e. freedom for
the labour organisations. The Mensheviki tried to inspire the
workers with the illusion that it whould be pnossible, while
maintaining Czarism., to achieve fresdom for the proletariin
organisations. Our Partv applied an enormous amount of
energy {o enlightening the workers about this delusion, with
the result that the great mass of the class-conscious workers
realised that the Menshevist slogans meant nothing more nor
less than a bourgeois-Liberal adaptation of the Mensheviki 10
the arbitrary rule of Czarism. In the end only quite insignilicant
hmq groups of workers remained in the camp of the Mensheviki.
Behind Bolshevism stood the picked troops of the proletariat
on whom all depended, who decidedly condemned the “Liberal
labour policy”, as Lenin at that time dubbed this policy of the
Mensheviki,

The Mensheviki concealed the immost nature of their policy
under phrases about an alleged defence of the most urgent.
munediate needs of the workers. With vicious wrath they attacked
the Bolsheviki who, in their opinion, had stirred up the workers
with impracticable, Utopian slogans. It was at that time our
chief task to unmask the Liberal-bourgeois character of the
Menshevist policy.

. The Mensheviki however received sunport from persons who
tried to decorate their policy with “Left” phrases and an out-
ward show of radicalism. Amongst these was, at that time, Com-
1ade Trotzky who tried to prove that the Menshevisi slogan of
“freedom of coalition” was a much more radicai and nch more
revolutionary slogan than the Bolshevist “thres whales™ In those
davs Comrade Trotzky tried to speak with the unction of learned
Marxism and to teach us that the Boishevist prozramme of
the “democratisation of the country” (i. e. ol the overthrow of
arbitrary rule) ranked lower than the Menshavist programme
of “freedom of coalition.” By the repetition ol platiiudes in the
“Nasche Sarja” (a Menshevist paper of those days). maintaining
that the proletariat would have to fight for ‘the freedom of
organisation ol the workers under any hourgeois power. i. e.
even after the overthrow of arbitrary rule, by these “Left”
words, he concealed the bourgeois-Liberal character of the
Menshevist programme, i. e. the slogan of freedom of coalition
under the arbitrary rule of Czarism.

An attemp was then made to attack Lenmin’s Party from the
rear, In 1011 the Mlensheviki, under the leadership of Trotzky
and Axelrod iried to unite their groups and grouplets and to
“malgamate with th> grouplets of the “Wperjod” people, who
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had fallen away from Boishevism. This is the story of the
origin ol the August Block which, before the war, was lead
by the Menshevist Liberals with the programme of freedoin
of coalivon (organisation) for the workers - - under the arbitrary
rule of Czarism.

The programme of the Bolsheviki, which I have quoted, was
the programme of revolution. and this programme demanded a
Party worthy of the chief tasks of the revolutionary epoch. This
is why, in that period, the Bolsheviki had to carry on a parti-
cularly tough fight for the existence of the Party against the
“Liberal Labour politicians” and their iriends. It was omne of the
most important preconditions for the comstruction of a revolu-
tionary Party of the proletariat, to advocate the necessity of an
illegal party. With regard to this question, the Mensheviki
revealed themselves as complete renegades from the revolution,
as enentics of the revolutionary fight. They did not tire of
shouting, whenaver an opportunity presented itsglf, that the Party
was now nothing but a “corpse” and that the restoration of the
illegal organisations of the Party was nothing but an “obnoxicus
and reactionary Utopia.” For this reason they were called
“liguidators.”

In that period we had to apply enormous energy to the
work of constructing our illegal party organisations, but we
applied an equal amount of energy to the work of developing
the legal labour organisations and to consolidating our revolu-
tionary positions, our Bolshevist leadership. This was the period
in which we founded our “Pravda”, which is now approaching
its fifteenth anniversary. I should like to mention that we had to
fight hard lor the name “Pravda” (Truth). Prcbably many com-
rides are ignorant of the fact that it was just against Trotzky,
the Menshevist liquidator of those days, that we had to defend
the pame “Pravda.” Ccmrade Trotzky was then publishing a
small paper in Vienna. He received the appearance of the Bolsh:-
vist newspaper “Pravda” in St. Petersburg, as it was then called,
with the greatest hostility. He was of the opinion that the Leninist
circle, that “embodiment of fractional reaction and of secessional
cbstinacy” had conmmitted a quite special “traud’™ by chosing
the name “Pravda” for its crgan. Shortly after the issue of the
first number of our “Pravda”, the editor received a letter from
Cemrade Trotzky, dJemanding that the title of “Pravda” be
altered at once. Comrade Trotzky threatened that, if this were
not done, he would call upon the 2nd International to pronounce
a verdict against our “Pravda”, We explained to Comrade
Trotzky that we had been obliged to adopt the name “Pravda”,
as the name of “Worker’s Journal”, originally fixed upon had
already been taken by the Mensheviki, who had bought the right
to publish a paper under this name from the competent official
authority. We, ol course, refused to comply with Comrade
Trotzky’s demand and pointed out that the name of the Vienna
“Pravda™ did not enjov the least popularity among the working
masses of Russia. Trotzky however was for the time being
actually successful in his campaign against the St. Petersburg
“Pravda”, Thus, Maxim Gorki who, at that time was in close
touch with the Bolsheviki, sent us a letter, under the influence
of Comrade Trotzky's agitation, in which he refused to oolla-
torate in the “Pravda”. Thus, at a period when the Party was
fighting with tremendous efforts for its very existence, when
with tremendous efforts, it had succeeded in publishing the first
legal Bolshevist Labour paper. it had to defend itself not oniy
against the direct reprisals of the authomties bwt also against
the permanent agitation of the Menshevist liquidators with whom
at that time Trotzky was hand in glove.

In the summer of 1912, when the Labour movement had
already brought 1o light the existence of enormous revolutionary
possibilities, when. supported by the revolutionary revival, a
legal Bolshevist paper had been issued. when our Party func-
tionaries, under the leadership of the Bolshevist centre with
Lenin at its head. had succeeded in once more conso'idating the
position of the illegal Pariv organisations, when the Party was
becoming a more and more decisive and really leading force
among the masses of workers, — at that time the Menshevist
grouplets, iractions and literary circles proceeded to form the so-
called “August Block”. The “August Block™ of the Mensheviki,
the semi-Mensheviki and the ex-Bolsheviki, who iotlowed
Trotzky's lead, declared war on our Party, on Lenin and on the
“Pravda”. :

This block was permeated by ideas, which were most cleariv
expressed by its ideologist, the Menshevist Axelrod.

“Fractional union is an absolute dutyv of the dherents of
Partv reform or rather of party revolution.”



st

In connect'on with this, Lenin said: ’

“p. B. Axelrod is then directly in favour of the ‘party
revolution’, i. e. in favour of the destruction of the old and
the foundation of a new Party”. )
What is the meaning of this liquidatory ideology? What

was the ideological standpoimt of the Augusi Block? As early
as 1910, not only the Bolsheviki but some of the Mensheviki
pronounced against this liquidatory tendency, and the Bolshavists
held consistently to this judgment. At that time evea the Party
had recognised that the liquidatorship was nothing but a “bour-
geois influence over the proletariat”. Lenin carried on an em-
bittered fight against this liquidatorship. He said of it

“If there were no liquidators. the clever bourgeois pro-
gressives would be obliged to pick out or give salaried
appointments to a f2w intellectuals who would imbue the
working class with these ideas.”

Only a small proportion of the members of the Angust Block
were infelligent enough to return to the revolutionary point of
view, some of themn indeed returned to our Party. On the other
hand the August Block was, for some of those who participated
in it. a bridge by which they found a direct path leading them
over to the side of the bourgeoisie and even to the side of mo-
narchism, as was the case with G. Alexinsky. Lenin said, with
regard to the liguidators who had united in the August Block:

“They are petty bourgeois intellectuals who were sent
by the bourgeoisie ‘o introduce Liberal disintegration into
the ranks of the workers. The liquidators are traitors 10
Marxism, traitors 1o democracy.”

In another place, Lenin pointzd cut that:

“Liguidatorship is the introduction of bourgeois ideas,
ol renundiat’co and rensgency into the ranks oi the prole-
tariat.”

“Ho who swudics the bistory of cur Party must devets spacial
attention to the period of the canstruction and development of
our Party, in which it formed itself into an independent Bolshe-
vist organisation, in the fight against the August Block the
Meusheviki, the <semi-Mensheviki and 2 small handiul of ex-
Bolsheviki. The Tite of this Ylack is the fate of the Menshevist
Party whish is now serving the international bourgecisie. inter-
national cazital’sme as far as its strength allews. Cur Party on
the other haald was steeled " the fight agains the \uvgust Block
l:mq has grown inlo a powerful leader of the proletarian revo-
wtion.

The Inner-Party Situation.
The Opposition Block.

| now pass 10 the questions of the present situation within
the Party. The Partv must now defend the Leninist point of
view against the Opposition Bicck which is under the hosemony
of Trotzkyism. W hat is th2 contmon platiormi on which Trouwky,
Zinoviev, Kanenev and others who, until recently. were onposed
o one anather, are now united? '

The characieristic festure of every political union of the pelty
bourgeoisie is the absence of any umilerm and approximatev
straight political hine, ot a political platfornt, We now oncs more
see th's very sitnation within the preseni opposition Bloek,

There is however one po.nt which now unites the former
lenders and the remnanis o1 the onposihon grouplets ol aur
Partv. This point is the radical change in the inner Pary semmo.
This is the basis on which thev all united, trom Comrade Med-
vediev to Comrades Troizky, Zinoviev, Kamenev etc.

What is the political significance o) this main pomt in the
programme of the Opposition Block? This point was expounded
to the Party in the frankest and nst consistent way by Ossovsky,
who has been excluded, Qssovszy came o the iollowing cou-
Clasions: there s withn the Parivoa regime which, o his
apion, asoseo abpormal, because the Partvoapparatus and the
Panv oaders want dareibly o prove that which cannot be
vroved” e it o State s a proletarian dectatorshn: wherens
M Ossavsky'S op mon it is only a (Bonrgenis-democricy woi-
ker and Pasant States The “consistent™ Osaonsky draws the
conctits s tee e the sake of demwoeracy within the Party, and
Foweare o b about a complete change nothe regine withip
the Parncs we mast renonnee the dictatorship ot the proletaria,
And che s the wne he has taken.

Tt veonov roce vhe deis ot the Vst Block,
Sloas ot P pevoliian T essentials Ossovsky

Aelroits
echoes in
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a new situation and ‘n nzw terms the old Axelrod ideas of ti:
necessity of “revolutionising the Party™, of the necessity ot a
wrevoluf’onary” transiormat.on of the internai regime of he
Party. As a maiter of fact, the Party regarded Ossovsky’s ideis
as nothing but semi-Menshevist, liquidatory ideas and showed
Ossovsky the door. In spits of this and in spite of the quesiion
having so clear an issue, the Cpposition has taken up a violenn
critical att'tude tewards Ossovsky's exclusion trom the Party, iz
each judge for himself. Can this defence of Ossovsky by the
Oprosition b2 regarded as a coincidence? No. it is based o
the ineviiable logic of the present Opposition, which led it v
descrt revolutionary principles ani to take up the thankless 1
of defending elemants alien to the Pariy.

Has the Party relused to d'scuss the question of impro. .-
ments in the interual regim: of the Party? Can 1t deny h
existence of bureaucratic elc:ients in the managcment of -
Party, can it fail to sex the influznce on our Party membership o
alisn social strata, of an appa:stus of Siate which is sill to s
large degree cut of touch with the masses of workers?

On the contrary; the: Party must and does combat th.w
defects. In circumstances in which there is an increase of activii:
in all social strata, in which all mass organisations are experien-
cing a revival, the Party must exert the maximum of activity. [e
consistent development of deirocracy within the Party, the new
methods of leadership with regard to mass organisations, regqu
that the Party should use every efiort to intensily its work ul
improving the methods of its practical activities, to remove the
defects and bureaucratic akarrations of the internal regime of
the Party. The first duty of our party ‘n the presemt period is
to revive the whole activity of the Party, in combination of course
with a campaign against the attempts to split up our Party ino
fractions and groups. Is it, then necessary for this pupose to make
a “revolution in the Party" or can we not work with systematc
thorovghness towards improving our praciical methods of work
and our Party leadership. whilst maimaining our iron proletari
discipline? The answer to this quastion must be periectly ..
and indispitable to every Bolshevist. Ouly those Oppositivi
groups which have detached themselves fram the workers i
from the Party can repeat the old Menshaist ideas about a “revis
‘ution an the Party™ in a now key. Only these Lankrupt Parn
leaders who have lost all touch ‘with the Party and with th:
mass of workers altogether, for whom the atmosph re of i
sevricd ranks ol advancing Bolshevism has become 100 clow
console thomselves with the slogan that a “revolution” s u-
cessary in lhe intereral regime of the Pariy.

~Only persens who are quite out of svinpathy with the Pt
fail 10 notice that the objective political signilicance of that ol
mour about the internal regime of the Party reaches for bevond
the limits of internal Party questions. Their conspiracy agan!
the foundations of the Bolshevist reg me of the Pariv may acpuir
a gencral polincal signiticance hostie to the Party, We are vl
aware ol the hopes which are now animatng the White I';
and especially the foreign Mensheuiki that the light of the Op
sition Block may stil bear “social demncratic fruit” and i
this fight may be a valuable means of undermining the dictaor~
hip ol the preletariat. The cleverest of our encinics are reald i
support any 1orm ol light which the Oprasi
against the “regime”, even thouwsh at first it is “onlh'™ wiid
the l‘an'\;; for they periectly well understand that the inieos
regime ol the Party is closely linked with the general poliy
conditions and with the very existence of the nroletarian o~
tatorship. These very clover wuenves of Bolshevism rub th ~
hands with joy and openly express their elation aver ever
ol the Opposition. 1hey do not trouble their heads abew i
positive progranune of our O osition within the Party, T
Sy, not without qustiication, that the obiective signi
anunbridled ficht avrinst the Party’s regime will auiomatior”
bring with it e daneer of the dverthrow of the nrolet
dictatorship, Can the fight of the Opposition — i it coniite
to deveion the “dtatoral regem ™ ip Russin?
ask the W hite Guuavd <oy and their answer is: Yes, it can ani =
this reason we shall rejoice if the tight of ahe Orpositicii
successtuls H the Opposivan is doerred by nothing in 1ts stris
to introduce Gisnoes it the intermal reooome of the Party,

Can thevo e anerstand what is the inevitable obje
signernee af the hght Jor a “revolutionas ™ transiormation
the anteral vegime o the Party, looked at from the p
ob view ot the soced conditions inour connv? Will ao:
Dlosied Powrg cesie and pronteers in the will no

tGnomay carry o

Ui iermin

touwn,
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wulaks in the village adopt this slogan, each in his own way?
Ve know thar there is, in our couniry, side by side with an in-
crease of the zconomic power of the socialist elements for the
lime being a certain strengthening of the bourgeois elements
as well. We know that now, towards the end ol the sixth *“Nep”
wear, coth the Kulaks and the bourgeois elements have been able
10 regain ground economically, though only in a limited measure.
And we know also how heavy is the pressure exercised by the
proletarian dictatorship through its political power on these
remnants of the bourgeoisie in our State. We must realise thay,
under the pressure of the proletarian dictatorship, it is just the
tourgeois elements which cherish the most extravagant dreams
1s 19 a change of political regime in the country. The Soviet
dictatorship is so powerful and develops its posttions in such
an obivious way that the bourgeois elements in our country can
only indulge in visions of a change of regime in some remote
corner of social life.

The subdued struggle of these elements may however break
out at some quile unexpected place, cioaked in  hypocritical
phrases and personal factors. It only needs some crooked path
to be taken bv a lew groups or at any raie by a few faclors
ol social life to encourage the bourgeois elements to give vent
io these feelings suppressed by the dictatorship. Whatever this
path may be, it will find concrete expression in some kind of
protest agiinst the regime of the proletarian dictatorship. The
clamour against the imternal regime ol our Party is under the
presen; Circumstances 10 a certain extent an chjective expression
of the influence of social strata foreign to our Party on some
of the elements within the Partv, the influence of those strata
which are now under the hezel of the regime of the proletarian
diciatorship. It is imjossible that the working class, the prole-
aanan masses, can be the social basis of the fight against the
“regime”, of the iight for “revolulion”, even though 1t bz only
within the regime of the Party. We must look for the social
19015 of these demtands somewhere outside the proletariat, there
where this question (that of the “regime™) is a vifal question of
the sa2li-defence of a class. No Marxist, no Leninist can deny
that, in present circumstances, the slogan of a revolution within
the Party is ¢f significance not onlv in the internal politics
of ihe Party but in general politics.

The Mensheviki love to cling to the coat-tails of the Opposi-
ion Block. For the benefit of the Opposition Block they are
prepared actually to distort the truth. Quite recently a docu-
ment fell into my hands which bears the name “Lakour Question”
and which has a pronouncedly Menshevist character. Among
other things it states that in our factories and works the “arbitrary
ule of the adminisiration” has been restored, that in the Soviet
Union a “united front of the institutions of the Party, the trade
wnions and the Soviets” is being formed against the workers.
(Can there be any doubt -that this is a Menshevist document?
On the other hand the contents of this document are in some
“laces an actual misrepresentation of the general tenor of the
“resent wnited Opposition. It is therelore no coincidence that
some conrades have regarded this document as being spread by
the Opposition, it is no mere coincidence that at the present
“me many perscns cannot distinguish the documents of the
Opposition from the malicious literary writings of our opponents.

The Cpposition Block gathers round the demand for a
“revolution of the internal regime of the Party”. Our Party
must however regard disbelief in the building up of socialism
n our country, distelief in the forces of the proletariat as the
‘deological basis of this Block. This dishelief is nothing more
ror less than the growth of bourgeois influence in our Party,
which is alreadv manifesting itself. Nowadays this often be-
coines particularly evident in the question which is answered by
the chief resofution of the 1dth Party Congress. in tha question
of the construction of socialism in our own country. It now
transpires that this idea is mocked and jeered at bv 'he.musi
prominent leaders of the Opposition. Thus, in one of his re-
ports at the Communist Academy, Comrade Radek mailz fun of
this idea of the construction of socialism “in one district”. This
mockery however is nothing but a reflection of a breath of
renegadism which is beginning to penetrate into our ranks.
This Radek atmosphere is now beginning to envelop the whole
Opposition Block. Is it necessary fo compare Radek’s scorn
with what Lenin has said. though it was only in an article on
Co-operasives? Can this derision of Radek’s which reflects the
attitude of mind of the Opposition Block, be compared with
Lenin’s words that “evervthing is available with us which is

neces:aty and suiticient for the construction of socialism”. What
has the invective of renegadism to do with genuine Leninism?

We must clear up the question as to why Party functionaries
of repute, recently even the leaders of the Party, subjected them-
selves to ideas which are so alien to the Party, which lead to
a direct denial of Leninism. How can this attack which is be-
coming more and more intense be explained? — an attack on
the Party, organised by some comrades who until recently were
its leaders. .

1 think that many of these facts would become clearer through
a closer aquaintance with the history of the Party ,especially in
the period 1912--1914. Even .in the past, the struggle of the
proletariat for its liberation has gone through a number of
ups aud downs. And every time that the proletarian light has
been animated by a fresh impulse (as is now the case with
socialist construction under the leadership of the proletariat),
whilst there has been a fresh afflux of proletarian strata to the
fight, some leader or other, some group or other has remained
aloof, has not been carried forward to the full height of the
flood-tide. Persons who, by their origin, belonged to petty
bourgeois circles. to the circles of the petty bourgaois inteHi-
gentsia, have been particularly prone to succienb to this tendency.
We know lor instance that in the period of the October
insurrection, in the period of an enormous wave of enthusiasm
among the proletarian masses, such eminent representatives of
the Party 2s Comrades Zinoviev and Kamenev could not keep
the pace and were infected by the ‘boastiul pessimism” with
which the proletarian dictatorship was received. Writing articles
and making speeches is by no means sufficient to make one
a consistent and enduring revolutiomary. A genuine proletarian
tighter must be well tempered in the lire of the real fight, in
the fire of revolutionary work. . .

Ii we consider the chief group of the present leaders of the
Opposition Block, those who strike us most are its most pro-
noinent representztives, Trotzky, Zinoviev, Piatakov, Kamenev,
Radck etc. The group ol leaders of the present opposition ocon-
sists of these persons. There are anrongst them many talented
comrades, some especially, who understand how to wield a
pen and to charm with their tongues. While recognising all the
good qualities of these comrades, we mmust nevertheless point
out one very deep-reaching defect. It is not their fault so much
as their musfortune that the majority of the leaders of the
present Opposition did not pass through the school of direct
practical work ‘in their Party organisations working in Russia
during the hardest years of the pre-revolutionary fight, that for
years and years they took part in the literarv and Party par-
liamentarian fights, but could not share in the batiles of the
actual revolutionary fight in the period preceding the revolution.
The most distinguished leaders of the Opposition, like many
other intellectual members of the Party, spant many vears in
emigration, separated from the working class of our country and
deprived of the possibility of taking part in the practical work
of building un the Party, of the actual revolutionary fights.
And vice versa! If we turn our attention to the present C. C.,
we shall doubtless notice that those who form its nucleus have
experienced in practice the daily revolutionary fights and the
bulding up of the Party in the most difiicult pre-revolutionary
circemstances. This general characteristic has no liftle iniluence
on the solidarity and staunchness of our Central Committee. We
thus see how the emigrant past (with its positive and negative
sides), which is so well known to all of us, has {eft its stamp
on some of our former leaders. Tt is their misiortune that this
finds expression in their relation to the Party itself, in their cou-
ception of their duties to the Party and often, even among ;hg
most disfinguished of them, in an extremely disiorted idea of
what cur C. P. S U. now represents. At the sz time we
know that the diliiculties of the fight have on'v led individual
leaders of the Party into vacillation and desoair. The Party.
however, with its picked troops and with the Central Conmritice
remains strong, lirm and Leninist.

Some Conclusions.

The first conclusion is in respect of the bouefic to he derived
from the study of the history of our Partv. The hght against
the Osposition of 102324 led the whole Party to stnd_v_sm-li
questions as the differences with the represenlatives ol !]I()
theorv of the permanen! revolution, which st annhe 10 ”I]IL
reriod round about 1005, This became necessary alwer 1}1(" wc}
known action of Comrade Trotzky. It s indisputable that fhe
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clearing up of certain questions was of positive benefit to the
Party. We must once again emphasise the necessity of increased

interest in the history of the Party, the Party's past, especially
as concerns the period 1912—14.

The second conclusion concerns the significance of prac-
tical Part work and direct participation in the revolutionary
tight, for every Bolshevik, for every proletarian revolutionary.
The experience of the Party shows that just those Communists,
who sprihg from intellectual circles, should take this doctrine
1o heart. Lenin may be taken as an example of a leader of the
proletariat, to whom. with all his enormous theoretical work,
no practical Party work was unfamiliar. The Party knows that
Lenin was not only a Party theorist who can never be replaced,
not only a connoisseur of Party practice but also an active
participant in the actual revolutionary fight.

We base our attitude to the Opposition on the resolutions
which have alreadv been passed by the Party. Much of course
depends on how the Opposition behaves in the future towards
these resolutions. The Party is faced by the difficult task of the
construction of socialism, and unity and determination to carry
through these tasks are more necessary than ever. One thing is
beyond doubt, the resolutions passed by the Party must abso-
lutely be carried through, without “reserve”, without sabotage.
We must demand of every Party member, including every com-
rade who is now taking a leading part in the Opposition Block,
that he should fulfil so elementary a condition: — Do not hinder
the work of coustruction, do not imterfere with our work. do
nct force on us unnecessary discussions in opposition to the
1esolutions of the Party!

Events in the past two vears that the leaders of the Oppo-
sition, even when thev are C. C. members, transgress these
elementary conditions of Party discipline. Thus, only yesterday
an attempi was made at the meeting of the nucleus in the
“Aviopribor” factory to infringe the Party resolution against
discussion. A whole organised group appeared at this meeting,
i. e. six leaders of the present Opposition Block. On this
occasion, Comrades Trotzky, Zinoviev, Piatakov and Radek exer-
cised the severest criticism of the Pantv resolutions, of the line
taken by the Party. The Communist workers of the nucleus gave
them a decided repulse. Six leaders of the Opposition with their
followers tried to overwhelm a workers’ nucleus and met with
an instructive and pitiful defeat.

The fact, however. exists that the Opposition leaders, seized
by a fever of discussion, attacked the Party resolutions. Com-
rade Trotzky, a member of the Polit-Bureau, inembers of the
C. C. such as Comrades Zinoviev and Piatakow, openly take
up the fight against the resolutions of the C. C. and the C. C. C.
Can such a condition be tolerated in a Party which is strong
through its Bolshevist traditions? Can anvone doubt that the
C. C. and our whole Party demands unreserved observation of
Party discipline and will say to all who dely Partv resolutions:
Bolshevist discipline dogs not exist for the workers, for the
simple members of the Party only, but also for conceited
leaders, whatever high posts they may fill. Whatever may be
the merits and talents of individual comrades who may alfemp!
it, no one in our Party will succeed in undermining the iron
discipline of the Leninist Party, and there can be no doubt
that the Moscow organisations, in which the leaders and sub-
leaders of the Opposition have now made the attempt 10 break
leose in the Party meetings. will be the tirst to aim, with its
own lorce, a3 destructive blow at every attempt to iniringe Party
discipline. .

We must also devote attention to the following phenomenon.
In revens times, individual leaders of the Opposition Block
hive thrown them-ehes head over ecars m'o 1ne business of
the fractions, althouwsh in most cases. thev have been entrusied
with responstble work in some one ot the State instintions. i
in therefore easv to undersuand that the Party follows with
sprecial atieniion every step taken by the Opposition which might
have a disintegrating etiect on the work of e Parn apparatus,
wheehoas s s wcimed 1o lag here and there, The Parn
mast dedlare with all decision that evervone who is entrusted
with _ work for the State. whatever luegh post he
may il s responsihle inoevery respect 1o the Party and o
e leading Botes of the Partv, Ina moent such as the present,
the Party moase with increased vigour on its role as
leader of the ap-oarats of Stte, In this guestion the Party can
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admit of no uncertainty. He who openly goes so far as to attem::
the disruption of the Party resolutions, creates a danger of d.--
organising the whole work, he exhibits his disinchination 10
obey and his incapability of carrying out the instructions of :he
Party.

To the unwillingness and incapability of some leadeis of
the Opposition to concern themselVes aith the practical dals
task and honestly to carry out the direclions of the Party cou-
cerning the work of the apparatus of State, the Party can oniy
give ome answer: The work of training the young generaton
of the Paity, the new proletarian cadres of the Panty for ihxse
tasks must be increased, the help of new functionaries must ne
enlisted. During the years of the revolution, the working cls
provided thousands and thousands of functionaries for ai
branches of practical construction, for the most important leading
posts. None of us can doubt that we can find in the working
class :and in the troops of the new proletarian intelligenisia
which is growing up, as many recruits to carry out the increasing
tasks of the proletarian revolution.

There remains one other question: Is it not possible that
the Opposition may introduce disintegration into the work
of the Party? Are we not yet faced by the danger of a split in
the Party? We heard a threat to this effect at the 14th Part
Congress and veiled hints at the Party Congress in Stockholn.
Up to recent times these threats on the part of the fractionaries
who have gone mad have not come to an end. To this the Pary
has only one answer: The Party is and will be able to repuise
relentlessly and with annihilating effect every attempt on the
part of individual comrades to force on the Party their own
will as opposed to the will of the whole Party, even if th
attempt is accompanied by a threat to split up the Party.

The Party has expressed its point of view and its will cleariv
enough. The discussion of the results of the July plenun of
the C. C. and the C. C. C. has freshly steeled the unanim i
of the Party. In all local organisations, the overwhelming mi-
jorily of the Party members has declared itself decidedly
favour of the resolutions passed by the leading organs and for
severe condemmnation of the opposition. It is now absolute!:
necessary that a limit b2 put to the attempts of the Opposition
to force its will on the Party and to disorganise the work. Juv
as the Party formerly grew and increased in strength unde
Lenin's leadership. it will now, in spite of the pitiful vacillations
of the unasked “saviours” of the Partv. advance with frm
and confident steps under the leadership of its Central Commitee
(Storimy applause.)

The Unity of the C. P. S. U. is
Unshakable.

The aitempts of the leaders of the opposition bloc — againsl
the decision of the Central Commmittee and against the wish ol
the entire Party — to open a discussion.: “mn open form". i
the Moscow organisation has met with complete failure. Thz
Moscow organisation, unanimously and in a Bolshevik manner.
repelled the attempt to shake the unity of the Party ranks, ami
called 1o order the stubborn fraction-mongers. who showed that
Party discipline does not exist for them.

After having suffered defeat in Moscow, the leaders of :he
Opposition turned  their attention to Leningrad. Headed o
Zinoviev, a group of comrades who at one time enjoved author:
in Lenngrad, went to this town. Relving on old memories. thed
reckoned un finding here a support n the fight against tie
Party. As was to be expecied, however, the opposition here alsv
made a profound mistike. They overlookd one “trifle”: that the
lower party Ui’g.lllls;lli(n{s have. in long  vears of struggic.
reached such a degree of political maturity that to attempt
capture them by means of oy oppasition phrases is absolute®:
hopeless.

The Leningrad workers, who were  alwavs the advanc
guard of the Party mothe dGighe agams) Trotzkvism, after the
NIV, Party Conferenrce plainly“showed Zinoviev that they stad
firntty by their old positon of Leninivin, which they formerts
defended along with Lening and thay . apart from isolated e\
centions - in ",‘?’lr\.'r’,"'&\ there are not 10 be found supporters
oi the fight aganst ihe it of the Partv and jte Centr.
Comuntiee
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This was shown even more clearly to Comrade Zinoviev by
the Leningrad workers on October 7, when he appeared before
them in defence of the anti-Party, Trotzkyist ideas which he
formerly condemmed. At the general meeting of the nuclei col-
lective of the factory “Krassay Putilovez”, at which 1400 party
members ‘were present, Zinoviev’s umexpected appearance was
greeted with shouts and hisses. Only after great efiorts and
after the smatter had been put t0 the vote three times. did the
meeting grant him 15 minwtes in which to speak. His speech
was interrupted again and again. The meeting refused to prolong
the time ailowed him 10 speak. The other leaders of the Oppo-
sition, Comrades Sorin and Jevdokimov (former secretary of
the Leningrad Party Committee) were not even allowed to
speizk at all.

After a lively discussion the meeting adopted by 1375 votes
against 25 the folowing resolution which sharply condemas
the action of the Opposition:

“In recent times” — states the resolution of the Putilov
workers — “the leaders of the various opposition groups,
who have behind them a disappearing number of followers,
united under the personal hegemony of Trotzky and began
a campaign, unprecedented in the history of the Party, against
the decisions of rhe Party, against Leninism and against
the Leninist C. C., whereby the opposition in this fight
vioiates all decisions of the Party, infringes Party discipline
and practically prepares to split the Party, without hesitating
to use means which would have been worthy of the class
enemies of the proletariat and of the Party.

The Plenum of the- oollective protests categorically
against the unbolshevist behaviour of the leaders of the
Opposition, Zinoviev, Trotzky and others, who go abowt in
the meetings of the Party collective and prevent the practical
carrying out of the resolutions of the XIV. Party Couiference.
The Plenwn appeals to the-C. C. with the demand to put
an end to such visits which practically lead to a new dis-
cussion. We do not need any discussion or any words. but
work for the realisation of the Leninist decisions ol the
XIV. Party Conference and the Plenum of the C. C. and
C.C C

The Plenum of the collective appeals to the XIV. Party
Conference with the request that it resort fo energetic
measures against the Cpposition and its leaders, and thereby
create a calm situation for the carrying out of the decizions

- of the Party. ‘

The meeting of the collective warmly welcoines the
unshakable bolshevik line of the Moscow Communists who
have delivered th: Opposition a sharp reprimand in their
attempt to begin a naw discussion.”

A meeting of the Partv Collective of the factory “Krassny
Treugohik” which was attended by 2000 Party members, empha-
tically refused to allow Comrade Jevdokimov who put in an
appearance there, to speak. In spite of this Jevdokiniov attempted
to speak but his words were drowned by hisses and shouts of
“sit down?!’, and in the end he was obliged to leave the factory.
Thereupon the meeting passed the following resolution:

“This meeting considers it thoroughly inadmissible to
begin a fresh discussion at a moment when a gigantic
exertion of all forces is necessary in order to carry out the
decisions of the Party Conference and of the Plenary Sessions
of the C. C.

We protest against and stigmatise the shameful party-
disruptive attitude of the leaders of the motley-composed
opposition, Trotzky and Zinoviev, who have been repeatedly
condemned by the Party and by Comrade Lenin.

The appearance of Trotzky, Zinoviev, Piatakov etc. in
the nuclei of the Moscow organisation with a platiorm
opposed to the Party decisions, is regarded as a violation
of the decisions of the X. and of the XIV. Party Conference,
and we therefore demand from the C. C. and from the appro-
aching Party Ccnierence of the C. P. S. U. that they put an
end to the disorganisatory work of the opposition and its
leaders by applying against them as members of the C. C. the
Tth point of the resolution proposed by Comrade Lenin at
the X. Congress.

The Party allows no discussion with Lankrupt leaders
who have not the support ol even one party organisation

with the exception' of some isolated comrades who have

straved from the path of Leninism. .

No discussion but tenacious struggle for the victory
of sacialist construction!

Down with the O ition, down with the disrupters!

Long live the Leninist C. C.!

Long live the unity and the iron discipline of the

C. P. S U! -

This resolution was adopted by 1867 votes against 30 with
3 abstentions.

At the meeting of the Party Collective of the factory “Bol-
shevik” where one of the leaders of the opposition, Comrade
Soff, attempted to speak, a resolution was adopted by 994 votes
against 6 which notes with indignation the attempt ol the Oppo-
sition to force a new discussion on the Party, and demands
thai strong measures, even up to exclusion from the Party, be
taken against the supporters of the fraction.

At the meeting of the Collective of the head works of the
North West raitway line the attempt of the Oppositional Sorin
to start a discussion called forth a storm of indigmation. A
resolution condemning the disorganisers of the Party was adop-
ted by 092 votes against 8,

Similar resolutions were unanimously adopted in the factories
“Svetlana”, “Russky Diesel”, “Newa”, “Proletariar” etc.

The Leningrad organisation has shown once again that it
stands finmly by the principles of Leninism. It shares the in-
dignation of the Moscow comrades at the attacks of the Oppo-
sition on the unity of the Party. It demands along with the whole
Party a relentless fight for Party discipline and against the
discussion of questions which have already been decided at
Party Conferences. The umity of the Leninist C. P. S. U. is uu-
shakable.

Decision of the Political Bureau of the

C. C. of the C. P. S. U.
Moscow, 8th October 1926.

The “Pravda” publishes the following decisions of the Poli-
tical Bureau of the -Cemtral Comuittee of the C. P. of the U. S.
S. R. concerning the breaches of Party discipline:

1) The Polbureau places the fact on record that leading
representatives of the opposition have committed serious breaches
cf Party discipline by attempting to force a discussion upon the
Party in defiance of the decisions of the XIV. Party Congress, and
thus endangering the unity of the Party. The Polbureiu considers
the breaches of discipline on the part of comrades Trotzky,
Zinoviev and Piatakov to be partioularly provocative as these
comrades are all members of the Central Committee of the Party
and it should be their elementary duty to carry out the decisions
of the C. C. This they have not done (see their action in the
nucleus of the “Aviopriber” works). Having comsideration to
these facts the Polbureau request the Central Control Commission
to examine all these breaches of Party discipline. It further
decides to raise the matter at the joint session of the Plerum of
the Central Committee and the Central Control Commission.

2) On the 4th October the Polbureau adopted a resolution
condenming the splitting activity of various members of the
Central Committee (Trotzky, Zinoviev and Piatakov) in the
nuclei of the Moscow organisation. With indignation the Polbureau
records the fact that after the adoption of this resclution, a member
of the Central Conunittee, comrade Zinoviev. made a splitting
speech on the 7th October in the nucleus of the Putilov worhs
in Leningrad discrediting the Party and the C. C. of the Party.
The Polbureau regards this action as a particularly malicious
breach of Party discipline and decides to submit this mafter to
the next plenum of the C. C. and the C. C. C. with a view to
the imposition of the necessary punishmenf. The Polbureau
records with satisfaction that the resistance of the Leningrad
communist workers to the disorganising activity of Zinoviev has
been extraordinarily unanimous.

(Adop'ed on the 8th October 1920.)
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Resolution of the C. C. of the Y. C. L.

of the Soviet Union.
Moscow, 8th October 1926.

The Central Committee of the Young Communist League of
the Soviet Union has tunanimously adopted the lollowing reso-
lution:

The Central Committee of the Y. C. L. of the U. S. S. R. has
considered the question of the fractional work of the opposition
inside the Party and inside the Y. C. L. as also the disorganising
action of the leaders of the opposition in the puclei in Moscow
and Leningrad of the Parté against the leading orgaus of the
Party, the C. C. and the C.
decisively condemns the criminal disruptive actions of the oppos-
ition against the unity of the Communist Party which shake the
foundation of the dictatorship of the Proletariat in our country.

the Communist Party of
America.

Moscow, 8th October 1926.

The Cendiral Committee of the Communist (Workers) Party
of America has published a declaration condemning the frac-
tional activity of the opposition led by Trotzky and Zinoviev. It
declares that these breaches of discipline endanger the achieve-
ments of the proletarian revolution in the Soviet Union which is
still surrounded by a whole world of imperialist enemies. 1t also
prevents the extension of the proletarian revolution to the rest
of the capitalist world.

The Central Committee of the C. P. of America welcomes
the attitude of the communist organisations in the U. S. S, R.
which condenmn the activity of the opposition. The C. C. joins in
this condemmation. The C. C. appeals to all party members to
rally for the carrying out the decisions ot the Party and to support
C. P. of the Soviet Union in its struggle for the discipline and
the C. P. ol the Soviet Union dn its struggle for the discipline and
bourgeoisie and for the emancipation of the workers.

[ PoLITICS

England’s Dilemma in the New European
Situation.

By R. Palme Dutt (London).

The Steel Pact and the French-German projects of union
coniromt England with a new and diflicult sitvation. The move
1o closer unity with Italy and the approach to German business
nien represent the Jirst attempts at an answer. This situation is
closely bound up with the coal conflict in Lngland, the conti-
nuance of which has both weakened England's international po-
siion and stimulated French-Gierman econonuce union and Jd. ve-
lopment, while the new developments abroad now give iresh
grounds of hope ior the English miners m the cenunuance of
their struggle.

In his speech to the Conservative Conference at Scarboronugh
on Ociober Tth, the Prime Minister Baldwin claimed 1he entry of
Germany into the League of Nations and the final ratiiication of
Locarno as “a wignal trivmph for Britich diplomacy”. The claim
may have satistied his foHowers (in <o dar as they had anv
attention 10 spare from their projects of corporal punishment
for strikers); but he himscll must have ¥nown wel' encugh that
it is a singularly ont of date boast in relation to the actual
position conironting s Governanent i Furore to-tdax,
~ Twehve wombs ago. with the signing ol the Locarno Treaty,
Fuslinds positian in Furops stood at ite highest point sincs he
war. The Conservative Cioverrmient was temporarily secure at
home by the device of the coal «rb<idv: France was weakned,
notonty financiallv, but alvn by the ruinous wars n Morocco
and Svriay Germany i the first stages of Dawes was readv to
aceept ‘\\"thrz!!l guestien Frehish waelage in order te ke taken
back into the oircle o fDPowers; and hnally  America  was
tavourable to a poluical senlenont 1o <afeanard s investments
in Farcpe, with Eagland as baliv Thus the way seemed clear for
the organisation ot Fouhish heeomony in Furope by the defeating
ot the Prench <chemie o the Pramicol, and the adoption of the
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Locarno Pact, which brought Germany back as 2 noimnal equal;
and on this basis the building of the West European block under
English leadership for the offensive against the Soviet Union.

During 1026, however, new forces have developed which
are unfavouratle to the English Locarno line. On the onz hand,
England has been weakened internationally by the unparaileled
imternal struggle, involving heavy economic loss and the con-
centration of attention at home. On the other hand, Germany, it
the second stage of reconstruction and with the aid of American
loans, has emerged more and more as a distinct factor in Europe,
pushing towards its own policy of economic expansion and on-
quest ot markets, domination of Central Europe, revision of Ver-
sailles, recovery of colonies etc. — the so-called “New German
Imperialism”. A{ the same time France, while in a sharper crisis
than ever financially. has been able to exercise political pressure
through control of vantage points in the machinery of the League.
and has begun to see a new line ol economic and poiitical sal-
vation in union with Germany, Finally, American jealousy of
excessive English control in Europe has been manifested,
not only in the open encouragement and assistance to Germany,
but even more significantly in the veto of Brazil at the March
Assembly of the teague, which defeated the English plans for
siv months and was openly attributed jn the leading English
press to American influence,

The first revelat'on of the breakdown ot Lovarno took plase
in the fiasco of the March Asscmbly of the lLeague. when the
various antagonisms prevented German entry as intended. This
fiasco was immediately followed by the iull play of the new
forces, making for closer relations on the Continent o' Europe
as against the Locarno plan of West:rn Europzan unity under
England. In April came the German-Soviet Treaty of Berlin, an
assertion of independence which aroused the unconcealed dis-
pleasure of England. The Franco-Soviet negotiations were alrealy
in process. The French-German econowic negotiaticns, which
had already been long developing, received a powerful impetus.
By }june the joint committez of French and German businessme
was formed; by August the French-German trade agreement was
signed; by September the Steel Pact was ready. and the politics!
approach of Thoiry could take place.

Thus when the final entry of Germany into the Legue took
place in Septemiber, a completely new siluation had developed
which entirely transformed its mcaning frem that contemplated
originally by England. i is true that the Foreign Onice duriny
the six months had succeeded in gatherng together sume of the
pieces broken in March, and in particular by the Pilsudski coup
i Poland had secured control there, made possible the German-
Polish agreement and thus secured the success of the Cecll for
mula for the Leaguz Council aund the common entry of Germam
and Poland. But the first and basic part of the Locarno pro-
gramme, the drawing in of Gurmany into the Leagu> as a mare-
weight to France in order to establish English influencz
Europe, which was the condition of effective success of the an-
Soviet programune, completely miscarried: for Germuany. after
long resistance to English pressure to enter the League. finally
took up the policy on its own beholi, and entered, not as kng-
land’s client. but in wnion with France; so that the acual eniiv
of Germany into the Leagus in September become the occasion
not of England’s triumph in Europe, but of the public demon
stration of French-Cizrman union at Tha'ty and the isolation of
Fngltand in the Leugue. England had 1o encounter open defeats
in the Leaguz As<em™ly, asin the fzilure of the Cecil mntian for
the restriction of the scopz of the League. and in the electnns
to th2 Council (defeat of the Fnglish candid:e. Persia: election
of China).

The anxietv and alarm of English bourgenis opinion at the
projects and prospects of French-Garman economic union, Wi
teen strong and uncontzaled. Already in August the diplon
writing under the mame of “Augur™ m the “Fortnightiy Revicy
folloaved up a series of previous warnings by an alarne'st artich?
on the prospect of French-Gierman wmiron emhbracing n its scen?
oo Austria, Czecho-Skovakia and possibly Hlungary,

A Liberal journal ke the =Moncheses Cuarding”, disai
sing the prospect of a whole serions of Treadh-CGiorman combinss
in steel. coal, potash and chemicals, <ces o it an inevitable
challenge (o English and American indluence once the process =
camplete,

The attempts of England to renlv to this new prospect a7
likehy 1o fallopy several paths. The brst aiemng i< the alliance wh
ltaly: Leghorn as the imunediate rveplv 4o Thoiry The clos
\\“orking of Chamberlain anl Mussolim aoes hack to the 1t
of Locarno: the Rappallo Treatv of lazt December, with jrs secrt!
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dawuses, secured fItalian aid against Turkey over Mosul; in
return Haly received the partition of Abyssinia; the Italo-
Egyptian Treaty, forced on Egypt, gave ltaly the desired exten-
sion in Jubaland; the Malian debt was settled with a cancai-
lation of six sevenths; in the Chinese :crisis Italy has promptly
declared for armed intervention with England. The Leghorn ocon-
versations were evidently intended to extend Anglo-ltalian co-

operation beyond the guestions of the Middle East and Africa -

as its primary sphere to the whole balance of European politics,
and 1o exploit Italo-French amtagonism for a price which, as in
the case of Rappallo and the aid over Mosul, may only sub-
sequently be disclosed.

But the Anglo-ltalian bloc as the reply to the French-Ger-
man bloc, while significant of the complete reversion to pre-
war types of diplomatic groupings and the destruction of the
so-called “spirit ol Locarno”, is mot picessarily the stable basis
of the period that is now opening, or the sole line of English
policy. It is a measure of the weakening of England at the pre-
sent moment and the crumbling of the Locarno policy, that
England has to lock {o Italy as principal partner in Europe.
But the attempt will certainly be made at the same time to break
into the French-German bloc by separate approaches to France
and to- Germany. The meeting of English and German business
men at Romsey, the comnvocation of the English Govermment,
and comprising the most influencial industrial, banking and
government representatives on both sides, is the counter-move
attempt to break the bloc, and even, in the language of the opti-
mistic English spokesmen, to achieve an “Economic Locarno”.
But the econmomic basis is not present for Anglo-German co-
operation; on the contrary intensified Anglo-German competition
i the export field is inevatable, as the rapid expansion of exports
is essential to both countries. Therefore the prospects for Eng-
land are not lavourable. :

. The role of the United States in relation 1o the new situation
will eventually be of decisive importance. Stresemann’s wooing
of American favour for the new combination has been open;
but its reception does not so far seem to have been warm.
American policyis likely to be no more favourable to a too po-
werinl Continental bloc than to a preponderating English in-
fluence in Europe, unless America can be sure of a dominating
influence in the bloc, For this reason England will undoubtedly
look to American aid to exert pressure on France and Germany
and to weaken the bloc. But America is playing the policy of
the Balance of Power in Europe as skilfully as England did in
the last century; and therefore English hopes of help can never
be too firm or confident.

The difficulties of England are increased, both by the heavy
setback in China before the national advance and the direct re-

fusal of America to co-operate in intervention, and the critical

imperial situation im relation to the Dominions which will be
brought up at the Imperial Conference. While Australia and
New Zealand are still under comtrol, Canada, South Africa and,
o a lesser extent, Ireland are likely to force the pace towards
independence in foreign affairs, The victory of Mackenzie King
in the Canadian elections was a direct defeat of England, which
had openly intervened and strained the comstitution in favour
of its canditates, while King was proclainted by the Wall Street
lournals as their representative, Herzog, the South African Pre-
mier, comes as the leader of a party which sets out in its
programme the aim of “sovereign independence”. The candidature
of Ireland to a seat on the League Council, supported by the
Dominions and opposed by England, was an open breach.

In this situation the prolongation of the coal conflict, wholly
unexpected to the Govermment who had ocounted on a complete
collapse of the Miners’ Federation and proclaimed their terms
accordingly, comes ‘as an extremely diffioult and paralysing
factor. The way to the capture of markets is now laid open to
the French-German cartel; while the dependence of England on
foreign coal, by which alone the bourgeoisie are enabled to
mintain their tight against the miners, becomes more and more
dependence both on America and on the Continental Bloc, just
at the moment when freedom of action in the critical situation
1s most necessary. Thus desperate measures are likely to be taken
by the Government to bring the conlflict to an end; and if ex-
treme steps of terrorism, stoppage of all relief etc, are not
fS'!:;J&!messfl.ﬂ, proposals of compromise may again come fo the
ront.

Accordingly the decision of the Miners’ Delegate Con-

ference on October 7th, not to weaken, but on the contrary,

to revert to their orignal demands and fo renew and strengthen
the striggle by adopting the Communist proposals for action

(which were adopted en bloc by a“vote of 594,000 to 194,000) is
not only abundantly justified by the conditions of the struggle,
but also by the whole intermational situation. The miners can
derive firesh grounds for oonfidence .in the present supreme
stages of their struggle by the nmew factors appearing in their
favour, and have the more reasou to be certain ithat, it fhe pro-
posals for action are only confinmed and effectively carried out
without delay, there is every possibility of rapidly weakening the
Government’s front. It is therefore more imiportant than ever at
this point to exert every effort to hold out and to strengthen
the struggle at home and abroad, -

Parliament and Dictatorship in Poland.
(Leading article of the “Pravda’ of Oclober 3rd 1926.)

“Dzien Polski”, the organ of the Polish agrarians, com-
menting on” the unexpected turn in the conflict between the
Sejm ‘and the government, writes: . . '

“If everything in Poland groceeded according to logic
and customs the Sejm would have been dissolved. Poland,
how ver. is a country of unbounded possibilities, and
therefore political events seldom follow a lozical course”.

. As a matter of fact it would appear at the first glance as
if the issue of the coaflict was a victory: of Parliament over
the executive power, which in Poland is embodied in the
military dictatorship. But this logical contradiction is only
apparent, as it is procisely the legical events. which have
caused Pilsudski to refrain from dissolving the Sejm and forming
a new Ministry with himsclf at the head.

The government, which .came into power as a result of
the putch in May, had givem many proofs ot its sincere desire
to work together with the Right parties, which represent
in .parliament the interests of industrial capital and of the
agrarians. But the dictatorship of Pilsudski has not been able
to gain the complete confidence of the big bourgeoisie, which
refused to see in the “nutional hero” a sure guarantee for its
leading role in the administration of the State.

. The_Parties of the Left and the P. P. S. have deccived
themselves .in.the r_estimate of the Wictatorship, of Pilsudski,
and no longef consider 4t passible fo cenceal from the Polish
petty- bourgeoisie and pea.ants {he facét that th: “bold reformer”
has proved to be, at bottom, a devoted servant of big capital
and of the. land owmners. 1 hose work:rs who followed the l¢ad
of the P. P. 8. realised already in the days_of the May putch
that their support:of Pilsadski was” rather an' encumbrance to
him than an advantage. This rendered the social basis of the
dictatorship of Pilsudski uareliable. Pil:udskt has to a consi-
derable extent freed himself from the support of the petty bour-
gois strata, but nevertheless has not yet obtazined a hundred
per cent recognition from the big bourgeoisie.

With what programme could Pilsudski have appealed to
the electors in the event of a dissolution of the Sejm. He
could not have offcred the country anything else than the pro-
spects of military adventures and an increase of taxation. And
this at a time when enormous masses of the workers, among
them being the railway workers and State employees, are very
restless and are threatening to strike if their wretched wages
are not increased. As Pilsudski-is opposed by th: Rights as
well as by the Lefts, he would have met with a certain defeat.
Even the press organs uhich support him predicted with fear
a strengthening of the pariiamentary representation of the
Communist Party and of the national minoritis.

The continued existence of the Sejm was dictated to
Pilsudski by considerations of a financial and foreign political
nature. American capital has very little faith in the durability
of the regime of dictatorship in Poland, and it is hardly
rrobable that a loan would be granted in the absence of a
parliament. In addition to this it cannot be denied that the
int:rnational situation of Poland has recently become con-

. siderably worse as a result of the bellicose and irreconcilable

policy of Pilsudski’s Ministers to the nearest ncighbour.
Although Poland’s ambition has to some extent been satisfied
by a semi-permancnt seat in the Council of the Lcague of
Nations, it is perfectly clear to the Polish statemen that the
last meeting of the League of Nations brought many disap-
pointments to Polish diplomacy. In particular, the draft of the
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approchement between France ard Germany has had a painful
effect upon those Polish circles who are see«ing to make Poland
a great Power. There is not the least doubt that France, for
the sake of “friendship” with Germany, will not shrink from
sacrificing territory granted to Poland by the Treaty of Ver-
sailles. At the same time it is also quite clear that the Treaty
of Neutrality between the Soviet Union and Litruania can in
no way be regarded as a success for Polish policy.

It is not, of course, a question of “plans of attack” on the
part of the Soviet Union, in which Soviet diplomacy wishes
to involve Lithuania. All that. of course is nonsense. But there
is not the least doubt that the Treaty between the Soviet L nion
and Lithuania has made a wide breach in the plans of
Polish militarism which aimed at creating a bloc of the Baltic
States directed against the Soviet Union. 1n this sense the
policy of P.Isudski’s ministers, which was dictated by London,
has sustained a severe defeat.

Under these circumstances - Pilsudski had to accept the
continued existence of the Sejm as being a lesser evil than
new elections. There are several «ountries in Europe in which
parliament exists side by side with an actual military dicta-
torship. In order to consolidate such a state of affairs in Poland,
Pilsudski, insofar as he cannot manage without parliam nt,
must find a common language with the parties forming the
parliamentary majority. In this respect Pilsudski will, to some
extent, gain support in the broad demacogic agitation being
carried on regarding Poland being threatened by a danger from
the East. In this event Pilsudski, should the Right Parties
which are not inclined to mititary adventures prove to be irre-
concilable to the bellicose demagogy, has a means in store in
order to render them more pliable This means is an electoral
reform which would deprive the masses of the people and the
national minerities of the franchise.

Should such a “reform” be carried out, one could without
fear dissolve the Sejm and call a general election. In this
campaign against the working masses it is probable that the
Polish bourgeoisie will gladly rally round Pilsudski, for it is
hardly to be expected that such an attempt will not meet with
strenous resistance from below.

UNION_OF SOVIET REPUBLICS.

Questions of the Foreign Trade Monopoly
of the Soviet Union.
By A. L. Mikojan.

The following article is an extract from an inter-
view which the People’s Commissar for Trade of
the U.S.S.R., Comrade Mikoyan, gave to represen-
tatives of the Soviet Press, Ed.

The Foreign Trade Monopoly in the Soviet Union Remains
Unshaken.

Jist recemtly the foreign Press has been devoting much
attention to the economic life of the Soviet Union. For instance,
very many rumours have been constantly spread concerning
alleged preparations for an alteration <n the system of foreign
trade monopolv. These rumours go as far as to assert tha; the
Suprem> Econcmic Councll contemplates the abolition of the
foreign trade monopoly.

It must b2 stated most catagoricallv that all rumours con-
cerning an alleged abolition of the foreign trade monopolv, or
even a madification or alteration of the foreign trade monopoly
are pure inventions.

The foreign trade mononzoly ds an imporiant instrument for
ernloiting all the cechnical possibilities of pruduction »of the

caprialiat countries moa ore advanced state of Jeveiopment, in
the nterests of expaditing the Soxialistic developnient of our
mtong! eoonomy amnd of the ex:ation of the next cconomic

imdustriadl’~stion of the
stricture against

Power, viz., the
defence of  the Socialist

tashs of e Saviet
sy and  the
O oggtatismm,

The foreign trade monopoly is one of the most important
bases of the economic system of the Soviet Umion, and conse-
quemntly the Soviet Govermment cannot under any circumstances

rmit its abolition or moditication. On the contrary, in th:
uture, too, it will take energetic measures in the direction of
seouring the extension and the solidity of the foreign trade
monopoly. It is quite superfluous to disprove the ridiculoas
statements of the foreign Press to the efiect that the Suprem:
Economic Council advocates the abolition of the foreigm trade
monopoly and that in this regard differences of opinion exist
between the People’s Commiissariat for Trade and the Supreme
Economic Council. The Suprem= Economic Coumcil favours
without reservations, just as the whole of the Soviet Govern-
ment does, the maintaining of the foreign trade monopoly,

The Growth of the Foreign Trade of the Soviet Union.

The foreign commercial traffic of the Soviet Union grows
from year to year. The total turnover of foreign trade in the
economic year 1022/23 amoumted to 398 million roubles, in the
following ~year, 1923/24, 062 mrillions, in the year 1924/25
1,288 millions and in the economic year which is now coming
to a close it amounts to about 1,500 millions, or about four
times the volume of the turnover of three years ago.

If regard is paid to the figures for exports alonz, a stupen-
dous growth is observable: In the year 1922/23 exports amount:d
to 211 million roubles, 1923/24 to 523 millions, 1924,25 to 563 mil-
lions and 192520 670 millions. The corresponding import figures
are: 187, 439, 720 and 730 to 750 million roubles, )

Despite this quadrupling of the turnover in thres years,
we are by no means satisfiied with the results of our foreign
trade, and we regard the further development of our foreign
trade as one of the most important tasks of our Commissarat.
The immense natural wealth of our country op:n to us untimited
possibilities for the davelopment of our export trade: the rqwf_h
of our domestic market’s ability to absorb goods, our population’s

rowing spending power, as also the keen demand for goods are
urther factors tending to promwote the development of commer-
cal relations with other European States and those of America.

The Difference between the Export Trade of the Soviet Union
and Russian Export Trade Before the War.,

The fact that practically the whole of the national economy
of the Soviet Union has already reached pre-war level, while
in the sphere of foreign trade we are greatly in arrear of the
pre-war standard, is often judged falsely. People are inclined
to overlook two unportant facts, without cousideration of which
the mere contrasting of the turnover figures of foreign trade in
pre-war tines with thos2 of post-war tumes has no semse or
significance. It would be false to assume that we are mechan:-

‘ cally reconstructing our economy on the basis of pre-war

proportions. In the reconstructive process of our economy there
are reflected all those changes wiiich represent the eifect of the
historical transformations in the Soviet Union.

First of all, the fact is generally left out of account that the
figures for foreign trade in pre-war times also covered the present
border States. For this reason that part of the totals falling to the
shar: o the border States should be deducted before comparison
is made.

In the second rlace, a simple comparison of the expon
figures of pre-war t:mes with those of t1o-day is of no critical
value, becanss the great revolutionary events in Russia, which
have changed the economic and social system of the country.
have mnecessarily also had effect upon this departnent of our
economy. It i5 a wellknown fact that the greater part of
the exports of Crarist Russia were based mot upon the disposal
of surpluses, but upon underfeeding the masses of the people and
an extraordinarily low standard of living among the workers
and peasants in Russia; whereas one of the gredtest achievem:nis
51 the Oztoer Revolution lies in the fact that the standard

“of Tiving of the workers and the fabouring class of the village

Pas Leen raised cons'derably. A portion of the products which
tound its way abread during czarist times is now being consumed
by the fabowring masses of our country, who, thanks to the
Oceter Revolutton, now enioy much maore nornml conditioas
of B and Letter hod,

-
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The angmented domestic consumption finds its reflection
mest particularly in the comparative low export figures for

butcher’s meat, eggs, grain, etc. In these branches of the export |

trade we are indubitable very far below the pre-war level, and
a reaction from this circumstance is to b2 found in the narro-
wing of the limits of our import trade. From the standpoint of
the dnterests of the working masses of our country this is,
hawever, a great achievenant, for our task is by no ineans (o
reducz the -consumpt.on and the spandard of living of the workers
and pezasamnts in favour of exports, but to of iiving of the workers
and peasants in favour of exports, but to develop further the
branches of industry which are working for export, and we
look forward to excellent results in this direction,

Thi$ removal of th2 past malnutnition of the masses of the
reople and this raising of the imaterial and cultural state of the
toilers ' the best guarantee for a rapid oultural and material
development of our country. -

In many other branches of economy, not imumediately ocon-
nected with cousumption by the masses, we are able, on the
other hand, to register an increase of exports as against pre-
war times. Our exports of maphta during th2 current year amount
to 153% and our fobacoo exports tfo 112% of the respective
pre-war quantities,

In the appmnchingéoonbnic year 192627 .we shall record
a considerable ealargement of our tursover in foreign trade.

The Difficulties in the First Half of the Economic Year and their
o : " Solution.

~ Dumiag the current ecomomic year, and especially during the
first half of it, we had to face a number of difficullies.. We are
now, hawever, well on the way to dispose of thess difficulties,
while a portion of them have already been disposed of, a fact
which will be demonstrated during the next few years. of our
fam&? tnade, - ' ’

_We made a big mistake in setting up a maximal export plan,
which we could not put into practice. As we reckoned upon
Fushing exports during the first three months of the cconomic
year, we issued during this period 56% of the import licences
projected in the plan lor the year, and when, at the beginning

of the secdnd quarter, it became evident that we could not carry.
through otir export plan, it was.already too late to bring i&mg;orts.

into consouance with exports,” because more than half o
importation plan for the whole year had been executed.

“The task of the Soviet Government during the second half-
year was to mitigate the results of the negative phenomena of
the first quarter, and we now know that our work during the
second hali-year proceeded much more normally, while a number
of short-comings and failures of the first hall-year were duly
compensated tor. We are, therefore, resolved fo avoid all such
mstakes during the coming hali-year and to proceed emergeti-
cally with all[;ie instructions of the Government, aud especially
:hocsle relating to gaining an export surplus for our balance ol
rade. :

the

The Soviet Govarnment Still Adheres to ‘Revolutionary Working
, Methods. : :

The foreign Press also repeatedly places a false sigmiticance
uzon the working methods of thz Scviet Governmrent. T believa
that governments in other countries do not subject themselves
to self-examination and criticism in regard to their own work
as the Soviet Governmant does. The reasom for this is that the
Soviet Government reli=s upon such a measure of confidance from
the masses of the workeis and peasants that it does not try, as
governments in other countries do, to hide the short-comings
and mistakes that occur in its woi's, It is only by wmeans of
such ruthlessly critical seli-examination that the Soviet Govern-
ment is in a po:ton to mclbilise the public opinion of the
proletarian umasses for the purpose of overcoming these mistakes
and shortcomings. The Soviet Power has consistently pointed out
1's own errors in order to prolit by them and to avoid repetition
of them, In the future, too. we imend to adhere to this truly
rzeclutionary wo.king mothod.

New lastructions for the Elections to the
Soviets.
By A. Kurella (Moscow).

“Let the dogs and pigs of the dying bourgeoisie
and of the p:tty bourgeois Democracy, wh.ch is
perishing with it, hurl their curs2s, invective and
scorn at us for the mistakes and defects in the con-
struction of our Soviet regime. We do mnot forget
for a moment that there have been many mistakes
and failures in our work and that they still occur.
Let anyone try to manage withouwt mistakes and
failures in wor¢ which is so naw, so absolutely new
in the history of the world as is the construction
of a tvpe of State which has never ibefore existed
‘We shall endeavour wunceas.ngly to coriect our
mistakes and failures in order to improve the prac-
tival application of our Sovizt principles in real

. I fe, which is so far by no means perfect. (Lenin.)

All the enzmies of communism made a great fuss about
the instructions issued last year for the elections to the Soviets
which were said to be the abandonm:nt of the dictatorship of
the proletariat. ) o

What had actually occuirred? The 14th Party Conference had
passed a number of resolutions providing certain alleviations for
the employment of wage-earners and the development of small
industry in the country. The otjzct of these resolutions was tp
facilitate a smore rapid increase of agricultural praduction ‘and
the absorption of the workers who stream into the towns and
otherwise go 1o swell the army of the unemployed. Tha Election
Commission of the Central -Executive Committee of the Soviet
Union had thought it necessary to supplement these essential
2conomic measures ‘by political measures. These- political
maasures consisted in the franchise being granted to individual
categories of the population who derived certain economic ad-
vantages from the resohutions of the 14th Party Conference. Thus
for instance the franchise was granted in last year’s instructions
to all peasants and village artisans who employ one permanent
worker or two apprentices (in so far -as they themselves tak>
part in the work), .

“This political “supplement” to the economic resolutions of
the 14th Party Conference was undoubtedly a miistake. Although
in practice last year’s election instructions only effected a negli-
geable numeriocal changa in the composition of the electorate ahs
persons newly admitted to the franchise only represented 3%
of the total electorate), it was a great fundamental mistake to
transfe; in a mechanical way the concessions made to certain
petty bourgeois el:mants in the economic field to the political
one, As a matter of faot som: of the regulations of the election
instructions were contradictory to the fundamental terms of the
Soviet Constitution with regard to the franchise, as wap proved
by the resolution of the June plenum with regard to the elections.

But by the Spring of this year the Party had already taken
the first steps towards mending the mustakes it had made, It
was, as a matter of fact, Comradz Stalin who, in March of the
current year, pointed out that the mistake made in the election
instruct’ons was indced a Menshevist deviation and that the
blunder made ought to ke corrected as soon as possible. The July
pivoum of the Central Commitiez of the C.P.S. U. then passad
the well-known resolution with regard to changing the election
‘nstructions, and, on September 28th 1926 the chairman ci the
Central Executive Comumittee of the Soviet Union approicd ol
new instructions for the elections to the Sovicts. These ‘nstruc-
tions which were published in the ,Isvestija” of October 1st,
contain the following imporiant points:

In the first place it corrects the chief misiake of last year's
instruct'ons by annulling any exteasion ol the ‘franchise which
is contradictoy to thz principles of the Constitution. It re-
estaklishes the principle that the following are excluded from the
franchise: 1. persons who have exploited or are now exploiting
[2id labour with a view to making profit; 2. persons who have
lived or are living on unearnzd incomz or such as have he.n
oceupicd or are occupied in trade; 3. persons who, in view of
the class {o which they belong at the time of the elections, are
daclared to have fo-feited the franchise in accordancy with the
paragiaphs of the Const'tution dealing with the subjccl

‘urthzrmore the instructions lay down that it is imperatne
that the representatives of the following organisatons take pirt
in election commissions: the trode wilons, the leagues of youin.

— - an imieeem——t T Wb~ gk .
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the women’s sections, the Red army and the various organisatious
of the poor peasantry, such as relief funds, committees for relief
of the village poor etc. These regulations with regard to the
composition of the election commmissions prevent the intrusion
of alen elements in the election commissions.

A fina)l important regulation of the mew instructions is that
the Central Executive Cormmittee of the Soviet Republics can issue
special supplementary instructions to these instructions, which
take into consideration the peculiarities of the Republic in
question. This refers above all to mmaking concrete the deter-
mination of the electoral district in the parts of the country where
the e(I)ovpul-ation is nomadic, where the breeding of draught cattl2
predominates etc.

The issue of the instructions, which represent the carrying
out of the resolutions of the Central Comumittee of the Party,
is a further proof that the Party and with it the Soviet Govern-
ment remains true to Lenin’s teaching, Incidentally mistakes may
of course oocur. “Let anyone try to mapage without mistakes
and faidures in work which is so new, so absolutely new inr the
history of the world as is the construction of a type of State
which has never before existed” said Lenin in 1921. That mistakes
are made is of no importance; what is important is that the
Parfy is constantly on the watch to control and criticise its
activities and to correct its mistakes in the Leninist spirit.

Increase of Wages in the Soviet Union.
’ ‘ By. W. Schmidt
Peop’e’s Commissar for Labour in the Sovict Union.

The resolution of the Council of the People’s Commissa-
riat of the Soviet Union, dated September 2Ist, concerning the
increase of wages for categories of workers in receipt of the
lowest rate of pay, is a measure of very great significance,
especially when it is taken into consideriation that the advan-
cing of wages during the whole time has not been interrupted
and continues constantly. If we regard the months of April to
June of the cconomic year 1922/23 as representing 100, the ave-
rage real wage in the whole of industry rose to 124 in the cor-
responding months of the economic year 1924/25, to 145 in
April to June in the economic year 1924/25 and to 167 in the
corresponding months of the economic year 1925/26, and there-
fore, rose altogether by 67°/, during this period.

This advance was achieved through a general increase of
wages, on the one hand, and, on the other, by the introduction
of piece-work for the skilled workers and of supplementary
premiums for the labourers. In view of the high piece-work
wages, the increase of the wag. s for skilled workers has ex-
cceded the increase in the pay of the labourers.

The growth of the wages of the skilled workers is adequa-
tely guaranteed by the system of picce rates, and will still be
in the future, as the output of labour increases in consenquence
of the fresh equipment of industry and the introduction of ra-
tional methods of organising work. This possibility, however,
does not exist for unskilied and semi-skilled labourers working
at so much per hour, and it is, therefore, necessary to bring
their earnings more into accord with those of the skilled wor-
kers. This was, and still remains, a task of the labour mo-
vement.,

A number of measures wore adapted to this end : increase
of wages for those in reccipt of the lowest rates of pay under
the coliective contracts, increase of salaries of the lowest cate-
gories of employees, together with the exccution of the standar-
disation of the salaries of civil servants, sudsidising of the local
budygets for the purpose of increasing the pay of the low
graues, cte.

These steps did not previously suffice to produce satis-
factory results, and it is oaly now that the consol.dated general
economic situation affords the possibility of putting through a
number of measures in this direction in order to increase the
wares of the low-paid workers. But even these measures must
be ctfected without causing a strain to our currency and without
entarhng other undesirable economic conscquences.

It is, therefore, necessary, in accordance with the resolution
of the Council of Peopie's Commissariats, dated September
218, that we pay close attention during the year 1926 27 to the
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increasing of the wages, especially of the low-paid groups o
workers in industry, transport, post and telegraph services, in
consonance with their financial possibilities.

A faulty calculation in advancing wages would certainly
provoke, apart from financial difficulties for the industrial
branches concerned, a number of difficuities in the goods
market, for every increase of the purchasing power of the po-
pulation, not backed by a corresponding increase in the quan-
tity of goods availabl., would lead to a weakening of the pur-
chasing power of the rouble and, consequently, of the real
wages of all workers.

A badly planned advance of wages for the groups left ata
disadvantage would not only injure the position of these groups
but would also be detrimental to the whole of the working
class. Therefore, an increase of wages can only be permitted to
an extent of 10% for the low-paid groups of workers engaged
in production, and then only in the following branches in which
wages are depressed : coal mining, ore mining, individual
branches of the metal industry, of the textile industry, and the
chemical industry, the match industry, glass manufacture, china
manufacture, and special production, and finally, the railway,
post and telegraph services.

" The percentage of the advances and the distribution of the
increases among the lowest ratings of workers will be fixed
upon the revision of the collective contracts in the branches
concerned when the period of validity of the old collective
contracts has elapsed. If the date of the fresh conclusion of
the collective contracts be.postponed, the advance in wages
will be calculated as from the moment of expiration of the old
contracts. .

Parallel with the above-mentioned measures for increasing
wages, a general reduction of the maintenance cost of the
system of administration of the State and economic institutions
and of the factories must be carried out.

In industrial works there must also be taken, for the suc-
cessful realisation of the proposed advancement of wages, de-
cisive steps to combat loss of time among workers and to
promote more effectual discipline. Most earnest attention must
be devoted to the task of raising the output of labour.

THE WHITE TERROR

To the Aid of the Bulgarian Comrades!
By R Chitarov (Moscow).

We are still continuing 1o hear painful news of the shamefu!
persecutions of the working people of Bulgaria, The Bulgarian
hangmen, whose new chief, Liaptcheff, in no way difiers from his
predecessor Zankov, do mnot like even a minute’s interruption
in their “work”. This time it is the Young Commuuist 1.eague
of Bulgaria which is attracting thair special “attention”.

In the course of the last year our Bulgarian Youth comrades
had to record great sucoess in their work. In spite of the savage
persecut'ons, they have overcome the most incredible difficulties
and again built up their League which was dissolved aiter the
fascist coup d'état and particularly after the exploston in the
Sofia Cathedral in April 1924, Our courageous Bulgarian con-
rades, under the Zankoff regime, again set up a wecll-orderc]
Young Communist organisition which has struck deep roots i
the broad masses of t%e working and peasaint youth.

The Young Communist League, which had to work under
strictly illegal conditions, made itself felt more and more in th2
political tife of Bulgaria. The illegal organ of the League
“Tcherveno Sname” (The Red Flag), appeared regularly and was
distributed in thousands of copies throughout the whole country.
Leaflets, appeals and revolutionary slogans of the Young Com-
munists were distributed wholesale in the faclories and works-
hops and in the towns and villages of Bulgaria. Under the
Blackest reign of reactionary violence of the fascist dictatorship.
the voice of the revolutionary youth began to be heard loude:
aud louder and Lecame a sunnnons to bight which called upon
1‘hc entire work'ng cliss and the peasantry again to rally their
10TCeS.

The government of gendarmes and hangmen (which bears
the imposing name of “Democratic Union"”) got a severe shock.
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The burming indignation of the people threatened to break over
them in all its violence. The fresh insurrectionary movements
which flamed up among the peasants finally deprived them of
their senses. After wreaking vengeance in the most insane and
brutal mmanner on the peasants in the districts of Trojam. and
Lovetch where whole villages were wiped out and the whole
district converted into oie mass grave, the Liaptcheff government
decided to destroy the Young Communist League,

The government so arranged matters that they delivered
their blow precisely on the International Youth Day which in this
year, thanks to the preparations that have been made, threatenad
to take the form of a powerful demonstration against the regimz
of deceit and viclence. A triumph of the International Yowh Day
precisely at this moment would, however, have been dangerous
for the fascist rulers, as the municipal elections were to take
phace in October, at which the electors would settle accounts wilh
them. On the other hand, they required suitable ideological
“precondit'ons” which would allow them to secure the majority
for the ruling clique. The govermmani believed that by means
of the campaign against the Young Communist League they
would be able to create the necessary atmosphere of terror
against all their opponents which is so necessary to them.

The government were preparing for this attack for months.
The whole gigaatic police and spy apparatus was brought into
motion, and the provocateurs, the spies and inquistors worked
feverishly and used every possible means in order to penetrate
into the illegal organisation of the Young Communist League.
And when it appeared to the government that sufficient prepara-
tions had been made and that there must be mo further delay,
the decisive blow was delivered.

On the 4th September, thz day immadiately precading the
Internationa! Yourth Day, mass arrests were carried out amony
the youth throughcut the whole country. The exact number of
those arrested cannot at present be asceértained. but at any rate
it reaches many hundreds. The gendarmerie seized everybody,
no matter whether he appezared suspicious or not and whether
1t was or was not proved that he was a member ol the Young
Commumist Leaguz. In order to make certain of the further
success of their acticn, the govermment, following their approved
methods, did not stop at resorting to abomninable lortures in
order to extort confessions from their victims. It has already
been reported in the press that one of the arrested comrades flung
himself out of window and another poisoned himself in order
fo escape the horrors of torture. There is no doubt that these
are not isolaied cases. The beostial hangmen of the Bulgarian
peorle are endesvouring to choke the awakening revolutionary
routh movement in streams of fresh blood.

_ Everything must therefore be done in order to prevent this
crime. The entire international proletariat must raise its powerful
voice of protest in order to stay the arm of the executionars
which is alreadv raised to strike. The Bulgarian Lbourgeoisiz
ind their hirelings must realise that behind the persecuted,
fighting youth of Bulgaria there stands the gigantic power of
the working class of tho whole world, which will not permit
them to wreak fresh bloody vengeance.

The Bulgarian nress is at the present moment carrying on
a_bitter .incitement against th: Young Communist League.
“Exposures” and “Documents”, alleged to be found on the
arrested, are being published, which in reality are onmly
miserable forgeries. but which appear thoroughly calculated fo
create th: mecessary atmosphere in which the victims can easily
be got out of the wav. It is necessary. therefore, for the whole
of the leading proletarian press of thz world to oppose this
campaign of “exposures” and so to enlighten public opinion
that it will be impossible for the hangmen to carry out their
bloody intentions, and at the same timz impart fresh hope, fresh
laith and energy to the courageous fighters for the emancipation
of Bulgaria from ths fascist yoke. :

The Young Communist International is justly proud of this
unshakable courage of its Bulgarian section. In these days which
are so full of tresh persecutions and alarming news, all nur
thoughts and sympathies should go out to our persecuted Bul-
garian comtrades. The Y.C.I. conveys its warmest greetings {o
ihe heroic young communist comrades of Bulgaria and promises
them full support in their severe struggle.
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The E. C. Y. C. L to the Young Communist
League of Bulgaria.

~ Comtrades, Brothers!
. It is with the deepest feelings that the Young Communist
International takes note of the fresh acts of cruelty committed by
the Liaptchev government against hundreds of our comrades.

Comrades! You have always stood at the most dangerous
sector of :ihe fighting front of the International Proletariat. In
spite of the bloody terror and the greatest sacrifices, you have
constanitly held aloft the flag of the Young Communist Inter-
national and of the Revolution.

Your heroic struggle, your boundless devotion are a shining
examnle to the proletarian youth of the whole world. To us they
are the expression of the inflexible determination of the enslaved
young workers of Bulgaria to fight against the bloody rule of the
bourgeoisie and for the emancipation of the workers.

Coinrades, Brothers! Keep courageous and erect! Hold
bravely out!

The Young Convnunist International assures you of its bro-
therly and active support in your fight to release the victims from
the cluiches ol the executioners, for winning legality for your
League. The Young Communist International sends you the most
brotherly greetings in the name of millions of young workers and

Peasants,
Fame and homour to the courageous young fighters!
Down with the government of Hangmen!
Long live the working and peasant youth of Bulgaria!
-Long live the Young Communist League of Bulgaria!
Long live the Young Communist International!
Moscow, 1st October 1926.

" The Executive Committee of the Young
Communist International.

| THE. NINTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
"OCTOBER REVOLUTION

The Soviet Constitution.

- The extracts given below are the mos! characieristic parts
of the Conslitution of the Sovizt State. These articles of the Con-
stitution do not require any snecial commentary, as they quite
clearly illustrate the Proletarian substance of ‘he Soviet Dic-
tatorship. It would be extremely interesting to compare the
respective articles of the Constitution of the R. S. F. S. R. and
those of Bourgeois States.

The Constitution of the Union of Socialist Soviet Republics.
SECOND SECTION,
Treaty.

The Russion Socialist Federal Soviet Republic (R.S. F. S R);
the Ukraine Socialist Soviet Republic (U7'S.S. R.); the White
Russian Socialist Soviet Reputhc (W.R.S.S.R.): and the T'rans-
Caucasian Socialist Federal Soviet Republic (T.C.S.F.S.R.}; the
Socialist Soviet Republic of (zorgia; and the Soculist Soviet
Repuo'lxc of Atmenia, join in one united St2tz — “The Unicn of
Socialist Soviet Republics”.

CHAPTER 1L

Of the Sovereign Rights of the United Republics and Citizenship
of the Union.

4. Each united republic retains the right of free with-
drawal from the Union.

6. The territory of the umited republics cannot be altered
without their consent. For mwdification. or withdrawal ol ar-
ticle 4 the agreemant of all republics jorming the lanon of
Socialist Soviet Republics is requirad.

i
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CHAPTER HI.

Of the Congress of Soviets of the Union of Socialist Soviet
Republics. ‘

. 8. The supreme organ of authority of the Union of Socialist
Soviet Republics is the Congress of Soviets, and during the in-
terim between Congresses of Soviets, the Central Executive Com.
mittee of the Union of Socialist Republics consisting of the
Council of the Union and the Council of Nationalities.

9. The Congress of Soviets of the Union of Socialist Soviet
Republics is composed of representatives of town and township
Soviets on the ‘basis of one deputy for each 25,000 electors and
of representatives of provincial Congresses of Soviets on the
basis of one deputy for each 125000 of the population.

CHAPTER 1V,

Of the Central Executive Committee of the Union of Socialist
Soviet Republics.

13. The Central Executive of 1the Union of Socialist Soviet
Republics consists of the Council of the Union and the Council
of Nationalities. '

14. The Congress of Soviets of the Union of Socialist Soviet
Republics elects a Council of the Union from represemtatives of
united republics in proportion to the population of each, in ail
to a‘tofal of 371 members.

15. The Council of Nationalities is formed of representatives
of Alled and Autonomous Socialist Soviet Republics, five dele.
gates from each. and of representatives of autonomous regious.
one delegate from each. The composition of the Council of
Nationalities is confirmed as a whole by the congress of Soviets
of the Unicn of Socialist Soviet Republics.

(Note. — The autonomous republics of Adjaria and
Abkhazia and the awonomous region of Yugo-Osetia send
one representative each to the Council of Nationalities.)
21. Ordinary sessions of the Central Executive Committee

of the Union of Socialist Soviet Republics are called by the
Presidium of the Central Executive Commitiee thrice annually.
Extraordinary sessions are called by resolution of the Pre-
sidtum <f the Central Executive Committee of the Union of
Socialist Soviet Republics at the demand of the Presidium of tie
Council of the Union or the Presidium of the Council of Natio-
nalities. and also at the demand of the Central Executive Com-
mittee of one of the united republics,

22. Bills presented for examination to the Central Executive
Committee of the Union of Sovialist Soviet Republics become
law only if aoccepted both by the Council of the Union and
by the Council of Nationalities, and are issued in the name of
the Central Executive Committee of the Union of Socialist
Soviet Republics,

24. If agreement is not reached in the said commitiee the
auestion is transferred for exantination by a joint session of
the Council of the Union and the Council of Nationalities, and
in case a majority of votes of the Council of the Union and
oi the Counci of Nationalities is not forthcoming the question
may be transferred at the demand of one of these oreans for
seftlement by an ordinary or extraordinary Congress of Soviets
of the Union of Socialist Soviet Republics.

CHAPTER V.

Of the Presidium of the Central Executive Committee of the
Union cf Socialist Soviet Republics,

34, Decrees and resolutions of the Contral Exceutive Com-
mittee, its Presidium and the Council ol People’s Commis-
sariats of the Unien of Socialist Soviet Republics are printed
in the languages in gensral use in the united repidlics (Ros
s, Ukraiian. White Russian, Georgian, Armenian. Turko-
lartar).

) CHAPTER VHL

O1 the People’s Commissariats of the Union of Socialist Soviet
Republics.

49. For the direet guidance i separate branches of State
cdministration included in the spheve of the Conneil of People’s
Cemmissaries of the Union of Socialist Soviet Remublics, ten
People’s Commissariats are set up. enumerated in article 37 of
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the present Constitution, which skall act in accordance with
statutes regarding People’s Commissariats, oconfirmed by the
Central Executive Committee of the Union of Socialist Soviet
Republics.

50. People’s Commtissariats of the Union of Socialist Soviet
Republics are divided into:

a) People’s Conmnissariats of the whole Union, identical
for all the Union of Socialist Soviei Republics.;

b) Unified People’s Commissariats of the Union of Socialist
Soviet Reputlics.

_ 31, The following are People’s Commissariats of the whole
union:

Foreign Afairs.

War and Marine,

Foreign and Home Trade.
Transport.

Posts and Telegraphs.

52. The following are the Unified People’s Commmissariais
of the Union of Socialist Soviet Republics: )

Surreme Economic Council.

Labew.

Finance,

Workmen’s and Peasants’ Inspection.

CHAPTER X.
Of the United Republics.

67. The Central Executive Commiittees of the wxite:d repu-
blics form their exeoutive organs — Councils of Penple’s Com
missarizs — as follows:

President of the Council of People’s Commissaries;

Deputy Presidents;

President of the Supreme Economic Council;

People’s Commissary for Agriculture;

People’s Comimissary for Finance;

People’s Commissary for Labour;

People’s Commissary for Interior;

People’s Commissary for Justice;

People’s Commissary for Workmen's and Peasants” Inspac-
tion;

People’s Comniissary for Education;

Peanle’s Conmiissary for Haalth;

People’s Commissary for Social Wellare.

And, with an advisory or decisive voice. according to the
decision of the Central Executive Comnuittee of the gmned repu-
blics, plenipotentiaries of the People's Commissarats of ,‘,he
Union of Sccialist Soviet Republics for Foreign Affairs, for War
and Marine, Foreign Trade, Ways and Ccmmunications, Posts
and Telegraphs.

69. The right of anmestv and also the right of pardon and
rehabilltation in regard to citizens conderined by the legal an
adnrinistrative organs of the united- republics is retained by the
Cemtral Executive Commitiees of these republics.

National Composition of the R. S, F. S. R

1. Bashkir Autonomous Republic.

Bashkirs 012 410 33,77
Taiars . 431,500 17,0%
CGireat Russians . 1.004,000 34.4%
Others 90 000 14,0

2.300,000

180.6%

Total
2. Buriato-Mongolian Autononious Republic.

233,000

255000

Buriato-Mongols

51.5%
Russians and others .

48,57,

Total 452,000 . I‘i().ti);,i
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3. Daghestan Autonomous Republic.

Mountaineers . . . . . . 1,152000
Russians . . . . . . . . 30,000
Others . . . . . . . . . 12,000

Total . . . 1,200.000

4. Karelian Autonomous Republic.

Karelians . . . . . . . . 80,000
Russians . . . . . . . . 1150600
Finns . . . . . . . . . 2,606

Others . . . . . . . . . 1,000

Total . . . 204,000

5. Kirghiz Autonomous Republic.

96,0%
3,0%
1,0%

100.0%

42,27,
56,3%
1,07%
052

100,672,

Prior to the Il Session of the C. E. C.

Kirghizes . . . . . . . . 2441300
Russians . . . . . . . . 1027500

00,67,
40,07

Total . . . 4.008,020

100,0%

After the re-classification of Central Asiatic peoples in
dance with the decisions of the Il Session of the C. E. C.

Kirghizes'. . . . . . . . 3000000
Russians . . . . . . . . 1027500

Toul . . .r 55327.5060

6. Crimean Autonomous Republic.

Tatars . . . . . . . . . 160,320
Russians . . . . . . . . 180000
Ukrainians . . . . . . . 130.000
Others . . . . . . . . . 234050

Total . . . 810,320

7. German Autonomous Republic.

Germans . . . . . . . . 343306
Russians . . . . . . . . 108577
Others . . . . . . . . . 57,577

Total . . . 500550

8. Tatar Autonomous Republic,

Tatars . . . . . . . . . 1427472
Russians . . . . . . . . 043079
Chuvashes . . . . . . . 173.276
Mordvins . . . . . . . . 306.001
Others . . . . . . . . . 39,830

Total 2,039,771

9. Yakut Autonomous Republic.

Yakuts . . . . . . . . . 247981
Tunguses . 165,573
Russians o . P03
Others . . . . . . . . . 4,120

Total . . . 275604

Total poputation in the Autonomous Republics.

1. Votyak Autonomous Region.
318,430

Votyaks e
Others . . . . . . . . . 222134
Towal . . . T40.014

2. Zyrian Autonomous Region.

Zyrians 183.6500
Russians 7,532

7037,
2027,

23.1%
24,1%
24,1%
28.7%

100.0%

67.4%
20,3
11,3%

100,075

53,47/

o0 3
10037

33,007
[ RYEA
154
1.3,

10007

T09%

30.0%

104,07,

Q6477
1,0%

Total . . . 193,532 10,04,
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3. Kabardins-Balkar Autonomous Region.

Kabardins . . . . . . . . 116,057 65,1%

Balkari . . . . . . . . . 27,482 154%
Others . . . . . . . . . 34,584 195%

Total- . . . 178,123 100.0%

4. Karatchaev-Tcherkess Autonomous Region.

Karatchaevs . . . . . . . 67,500 45.0%

Tcherkesses . . . . . . . - 37,500 25.07,
Others . . . . . . . . .. $H70 30.0%

Total . . . 150,750 100.,0%

3. Kabardin-Balkar Autoaomous Region.

Kalmucks . . . . . . . . 137,620 67,0%
Others . . . . . . . . . 63818 33.0%

Total . . . 206417  100,07%

6. Kara Kirghiz Autonomous Region.

Kara-Kirghiz . . . . . . 5300000
Others . . . . . . . . . —

Tota! . . . 500,000 100.0%

7. Marii Autonomous Region.

Mariis . . . . . . . . . 440.660 70,0%
Others . . . . . . . . . 167,340 36.0%

Total . . . 033,000 100.07,

8. Oirat Autonomous Region.

Oirats . . . . . . . . . 84,500 05.07%,
Others . . . . . . . . . 45,500 35.07,

Total . . . 130.000 100.0%

9. Tchetchen Autonomous Region.

Tchetchens . . . . . . . 266,830 53,4%;
Others . . . . . . . . . 233,120 46,07,

Total . . . 300.000 100,97,

10. Chuvash Autonomous Region.

Chuvashes Lo 73418 80.07;
Others . . . . . . . . . 095,390 11.07

Total . . . 8060.000 100,07,

11. Tcherkess Autonomous Region.

Tcherkesses . . . . . . . 41.000 70,97,
Others . . . . . . . . . U600 38,07,
Total . . . 130.000 100,07,

In respect to Northern Ossetia. Ingashetia, the Suazhen
Autonomous district and the autonomous town of Viadikavkaz,
which were recently constituted as autonomous units. from the
Mountain  Autonomous Republic. it is diificult 1o cite hgures
concerning each of them sepsrately.

Therefore, it will for the time being be necessary to confine
figures to those given lor the ivrmer Mountain Republics as a

whole:

Ossetins 128.705
Ingushes 00452
Russians ™) .34
Others 2)).007

Tow: . . . 10053



1166 International

Ukrainian 3. &. R.

Ukrainians . 19,205,000 YEXIE
White Russians . 3.570.000 13.0%,
lews 1.772.000 7.0%
Others 1,323,000 5.0

Total . 26,000,000 100,07,
of which: rural population . 20337000 80,07
urban population 3,103.000 20.0%

White Russian 8. . R.
White Russians . 1,233,670 3.
400,330 24,

=ns
274
30

P

Others %0
. Total . 1634006 100.0%,

of which: rural population 1,176.48C 72.0%
urban population 457,320 228,07

Armenian Autonomous Republic.

Armenians 530.600 40,07,
Tatars 370.000 31.0%
Kurds 97,000 8.7
Turks 43,000 R.0%
Cthers 37.000 7.0%
Total . 1,214,000 100,0%

of which: rural population 1052000 8L.6%;
urban population . 132,6U0 11,07

Azerbaidjau Republic.

Tatars 1.132.000 30.37%
Armenians 403,000 10.2%
(ireat Russians . 14,600 537
Persians i52.000 107,
Lesghians . 140,600 7.07;
Others 100,000 3.0

Total 2007000 100,09,
of which: rural population 1.643.900 70.0"
urhian  population . 454,090 21.0%

Georgian Autonomous Republic.

Creorgians . 1.301.000 07.2%,
Armenians 246,000 10,57,
Gireat Russians . i 10.6U0 1.0v,
Ossetians 37.000 3.9
Abkhazes 72,000 3.0,
Tatars S1,000 34
Turks e 37400 25357,
Greeks . . . . . . . .. 50.600 1.3
Others 72000 307,

2.372.000
00
00

330,000
230000060
. 137,000,000

Total 100.07;

THO
2000,

1.68
0>

of whom: rural population

urban population .
Turkmenistan population
Uzbekistan S
Total in U, S, 3. R,

-}t

CONSTITUTION

(Fundamental Law)

OF THE RUSSIAN SOCIALIST FEDFRATED SOVIET
REPUBLIC
Section I, Chaprer L

2 The Russian Republic is a Socialist State of
Workers and Peasants which 1s being built up on the
basis of the federation »f national <ovier renublics, Within the
precocts of the Russian Socialist Federated Soviet Repablic. all
power is vested an the Sovets of workers, peasant, Cossack and
ed Arnun deputies.

1. In order to guarantee 1o all workers real Treedom ol
conscrence. the church is separared {rom the Sate and the schonl
itom the church, and dreedont of relizious and  anurebgions
propaganda is bestowed onoall citizens.
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5. In order to guarantee 1o all workers real freedom of
opinion, the Russian Socialist Federated Soviet Republic aboli-
shes the dependence of the press on capitalism and places at the
disposal of the working class and the peasantry all the technical
and material means for the publication of newspapers, pam-
phlets. books, and all other productions of the press and gua-
rantees free circulation for them throughout the couutry,

0. In order te guarantee to all workers freedom ol assembly
the Russian Socialist Federated Soviet Republic bestows on the
citizens of the Soviet Republic the right to freely organise assem-
Elies, maetings, processions, etc., and places at the disposal of the
working class and the peasantry all the premises suitable for the
holding of meetings.

7. In order to guarantee 1o all workers real Ireedom of asso-
ciation, the Russian Socialist Federaled Soviet Republic, having
destroyed the economic and political power of the propertied
classes and having thereby removed all nbstacles which in the
bourgeois social order prevented the workers and peasants from
enjoying freedom of organisation and action, gives the workers
and peasants its full support for their unification and organi-
sation.

8. In order to guarantee to all workers real access to know-
ledge, the Russian Socialist Federated Soviet Republic makes
it its business to give them the benefit of free, full and many-
stded education.

9. The Russian Socialist Federated Soviet Republic declares
labour the duty of all citizens of the Republic.

10. In order to fully protect the achievemenis of the great
workers’ and peasants’ revolution, the Russian Socialist Fede-
rated Soviet Republic declares it to be the duty of all the citizens
of the Republic to protect their Socialist country and introduces
conscription. The honourable right to defend the Revolution by
force of arms is bestowed only on the workers. Non-working
clements have to carry out other nulitary duties.

11. The Russian Socialist Federated Soviet Republic bestows
all the rights granted by the constitution aud the legislation of
the Republic to the citizens of the Russian Socialist Federated
Soviet Republic also on all the citizens of the other Soviet Repu-
blics who find themselves on the territory of the Russian Socialist
IFederated Soviet Republic.

On the sirength of the solidarity of the workers of all
nations the Russian Socialist Federated Soviet Republic bestows
all political rights on foreigners, domiciled in the territory ol
the Russian Socialist Federated Soviet Republic for the purpose
ol useful*work and belonging to the working class, and also on
peasants who do ndt employ hired labour. on the basis of the
decisions of the supreme organs of the Union of. Soviet Socialist
Republics.

12. The Russian Socialist Federated Soviet Republic bestows
the right of asylum on all forergners persecuted for their politi-
cal activity or their religious convictions.

13. On the strength of equaiity of ¢itizens’ yights regardle>s
of race and nationality, the Russian Socialist Federated Soviet
Republic declares it to be incompatible with the fundamental laws
of the Republic 10 oppress in any form whatever national mino-
rities or 1o restrict their rights, or 1o establish or allow any
direct or indirect privileges 1or sovute nationalities; it recognises
the right ol the various nationalities to separation as autonnmious
soviet socialist republics and regions provided it is so decided
by their congress of Soviets, and the decision endorsed by the
supreme organ of the Russian Socialist Federated Soviet Republic.

All citizens of the Russian Socialist Federated Soviet Repu-
plic have the right 1o use their own language at congresses, 11
court, in administration and in public lile. National minorities
are guaranteed the right to teach in their own language in the
schools.

14, In the interests of all wo-kers, the Russian Socialist
Vederated Soviet Republic deprives some persons and groups of
rights which thev use o the detriument of the Socaist Reaovolution.

15. Al the land, forests, underground weaith, water ways.
factories and works, railway, water and air transport, ;ost am!
telegraph, constitute the property ol the workers” and neasants
State on a basis druermined by the special laws of the Union
of Sovict Socialist Federated Republies and the Swpreme organs
oi the Russian Socialist Federated Sovier Repubtic,
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ARTICLE 1V.
On Local Aathority.
A Congresses of the Soviets.

49. Within the precincts of the given territory — region,
gubernia, district, uyezd and volost — the supreme authority

within the limits ot its own competence is the Congress of

Soviets.

50. In the congresses of Soviets; regional, gubernia, district,
uyezd and volost there participate represemtatives of ail the
Soviets on the territory of the given administrative unit. .

51. In accordance with the Constitution (fundamental law) of
the Russian Socialist Federated Soviet Republic of 1918 and the
decisions of the 7th All-Union Congress of Soviets., the Con-
gresses of the Soviets are composed in the lollowing manner:

a) Regional — of representatives of town Scviets and town
settlerrents, factories aud works situated outside the town settle-
ments, and district soviets on the following basis: from town
soviets, one delegate per 5,000 electors: from disirict congressas
— ome delegate per 25,000 of the wopulation. .

b) Gubernia — of representatives of 16wn Soviets and town
settlements, factories and works situated outside the town settle-
ments and uyezd congresses of Soviets, on the following basis:
from town soviets — one delegate per 2,000 electors; from uyezd
congresses — one delegate per 10,000 of the population.

¢) District — ol rerresentatives of town Soviets and town
settlements, factories and works situated outside the town settle-
ments and village soviets, on the following basis: from town
soviets — one delegate per 1,000 electors; from district con-
gresses of soviets — one delegate per 5,000 of the population;

d) Uvezd — of representatives of town soviets and town
settlements, facicies and works situated on the territory of the
uyezd and village soviets. on the follewing Dbasis; from town
soviets -- one delegate per 200 electors; fro.1 volost scviet con-
gresses - - one delegate per one thousand ol the population. but
not more than 300 delegutes per uvezd.

e) Volost — of representatives of all the Soviets situated on
the territory of the volost, on the following basis; one delegate
per 300 of the population, but not more than 150 delegates per
volost.

_ NOTE: In exceptional cases the All-Union Central Exe-
cutive Committee has the right to change the quota laid
down in this article of representatives of the various locali-
ties in accordance with local conditions.

52. There are regular and emergency congresses of soviets.
The regular congresses of soviets are convened oncz a year.
Emergency congresses of soviets are convened:

.4) At the proposal of the aforementioned congresses of
soviets or their executive comumitices.

b) By the competent executive organs of the Soviet power
on their territory (executive comimittees), at the proposal of the
latter and also at the demand of Soviets which represent nof less
than one third of the population of the given district.

53. The Congresses of Soviets elect their own executive
organs — the Executive Comymittees. The number of me:bers
in these conmittees lor the congresses of the Soviets of each
administrative territorial unit is determined by the dezisions of
the All-Union Central Executive Committee or its Prestdiwm.

ARTICLE 1V.
C. Re Deputies’ Soviets.

59. Dejuties’s Soviets are constituted as follows: a) i towns
— one deputy per each thousand of the population, the numbar
of deputies not to be jess than 50 and not to exceed 5.000, b) in
settlements, villages, church-villages, cossack settlenients, bo-
roughs, towns with a population of not less than 10.000 villages
in the Eastern Lorder republics, farms. etc.) on the lollowing
basis: one deputy for every 100 of the population, but not less
than three and not more than 50 deputies per viliige soviet.

NOTE: Any change in the quota of representatives laid
down in this article is eficcted by decisions of the All-Union

Central Executive Coaimittee.

.
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E. Subjects within the Competence of
Local Government Organs.

64. Regional, gukbernia, district, uyezd and volost organs oi
the Soviet Government — the executive committees and their
presidiums and also the deputies’ soviets — must:

a) Introduce measures for raising the cultural and economic
level of the given territory;

b) Draw up and endorse locai budgets;

<) Put into practice the decisions of the comypetent suprente
organs of the Soviet Government; .

d) Decide questions of local importance to the given terri-
tory; :

e) Coordinate Soviet activity within the precincis of the given
territory.

f) Guarantee revolutionary justice and maintain law and
order and public security within the precincts of the given
territory.

g) Discuss questions of national importance on their own
initiative and also at the proposal of the higher executive com-
mitees.

05. The Congresses of Soviets and their executive conumittees
exercise control over the activity of the lower local soviets and
their executive organs.

PART IV.
ARTICLE VL
Soviet Elections.

A. The Active and Passive Vote.

68. The right to elect and to be elected to the Soviets 1s
bestowed regardless of sex, religion, race, nationality, residence.
etc., on the following citizens of the Russian Socialist Federated
Soviet Republic not under 18 years of age on the day of the
election:

a) On all those who earn a living by productive and usefu!
social labour, and also on persons engaged in domestic work
which enables the former to perform productive lakbour.

b) On members of the Red army and navy.

c) On citizens belonging to categories enumerated in para-
graphs “a” and “b” of this article, who are unable (to some
extent or other) to work.

NOTE: Among the persons who have nol become
citizens of the Russian Socialist Federated Sowiet Republic
the active and passive vote is bestowed on people designated
in Article I1 of the przsent Constitution. )

09. Persons who cannot elect or be clected even if they fitted
into one of the enurerated categories are:

a) Peorte emrloving hired labour Tor the purpose of profits.

b) Persons living on unearned incemes such as: interest o
capital, incom: from enlerprises, receipts from property, etc.,;

¢} Private traders, trading and commercial middleinen,

d) Monks and the clergy oi various cults of 2ll persuasions
and denominations for whom this occupation is a profession.

e) Eminlovees and agents of the former police, ol the various
corps of gendarirerie and secret service departments, members
of the forier ruling houses and also those persons who hawve
conducted the activity of the former police. gendarmerie aml
punitive organs;

f) Persons recognis:d in the established manner as mentally
deranged or lunatics;

g) Persons condenmed lor covelous and vicious crimes, for
a period estaciished by law or by the court seniwnce.

B.On the Holding of Elections.

70. Elections are held on the davs established by the local
Soviets or their executive conuuitiecs.

71. A protocol is drawn up concerning the rex_ult of the
elections signed by members of the clectoral coanmssion.

72. The order for conducting elections and 2lso participation
M H 3 Leore! J N EYAES
in them bv the trade unions and other workers’ organisation:
is determined by the All-Russian Ceniral Faecutive Comautia
or its presidiun.
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C. On the Verification and Annulment
of Elections and Recalling of Deputies.

73. Verification of the validity of elections to the Soviets is
conducted by the electoral commiission and verification of the
validity of the delegates elected to the Soviet Congresses — by
the Mandate Commissions.

74. In the event of the invalidity of the election as a whole,
the question of annuling the elections is decided by the immedia-
tely higher organ of Soviet power. The supreme cassation organ
of the Soviet election is the AN-Russian Executive Committee
and its Presidium.

75. Electors who have sent deputies to the Soviets have the
right to recall them at any time and conduct nmew elections:

The Main Features of Development of
Peasant Mutual Aid.
By A. Avdeyev.

The organisation of peasant mutual aid originated in the
difficult years of famine in the Soviet Union. The decree legali-
sing the inauguration of mutual aid committees (on the initiative
of the peasants themselves) was signed by V. 1. Lenin in 192].

What were the real factors evoking this new social organ-
sation in the countryside?

The plundering policy of the Czar’s government in former
Russia excluded every possibility of raising the economic level
of the peasant farms. While a handful of landowners owned
sometimes from 10.—15 dessiatins of land and cultivated this
land with perfective methods, with the aid of expensive foreign
machinery, 22 million peasant farms for the tillage of their
miserable plots owned only the most primitive agricultural im-
lements and eked out a imiserable existence.

The imperialist war tore awav from the land the main cadre
ol agricultural workers and made the situation still worse. Then
the blockade and civil war came. At that time the peasants with
rifle in hand, together with the workers, defended the Soviets
snd were again torn away from their farms,

When the famine came all these causes were bound to have
tatal results -- thev greatly icreased the difficulties in fighting
the tamine in the countryside, and caused extreme decrease in the
defensive capacity of the starving middle and poor peasants
against the kujak strata of the countryside.

It was in these difficult conditions that the idea of peasant
mutual aid societies was organisationally formulated. .

in order not to die of starvation during the famine rears,
in order not to fall once more into enslavement to the kulaks,
i order to oust the speculators the peasants began spontaneous-
Iv to organise peasant committees of mutual aid at the time the
state disiributed funds to the peasantry.

It is true, that at first in 1921 22 and even to a certain
extent in 1023 the work of the peasant committees amounted
merely to distributive functions. A village receiving a subsidy
from the State elected a commiittee which was applied not ounlv
to distribute correctly the State loan received. but also to look
for funds supplementarv to this loan with the aid of sociai
tabour. According to the instructions of the cominitiee. every
citizen in the village had to work a certain number of hours
aratis in order that the conunittee, as a result of his labour.
could render aiu to the poor peasants and invalids of the vil-
lages, etc. Hence it is comprehensible that in the vears of fa-
mine, peasant nuoal aid served almost exciusively those sec-
tions which sheuld have been nder the jurisdiction of the social
welfare organs: Ior insance the families of red army men, war
and labour invalids. widows, orphans, etc.

In order that the villare work of the sncial welfare organs

would not escupe the control of the peasants themselves, the

decree establiched that all aid to the countrvside rendered by
the State must pass throegh the peasant moteal aid committees.
\t the same time, in order to obiain greater coordinanon of
work. the committees were atiached to the social welfare organs,

The fir~t periad of organisational formulation of peasants
mutual aid did not last long. Alreadv commencing from fo 3. 24
neasant muttial aid adapted the path of a wide peasam orgzani-
<ation. The mutool aid comuntiees, laving in view in the mam
Al the cadres of roor peasents, at ithe same time commenced to
id o also the muddle veasants who had fallen into need as a
resnlt of various spontinecus disasters: fire, loss of canle erc.
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Moreover, as material funds became strengthened, peasant mu-
tual aid commenced rendering wide support to village co-
operation. 1t paid the share contributions for the poorest pea-
sants, organised all kinds of labour artels for them, taught them
collective labour in the sphere of agriculture, prepared more
and more new cadres of peasants in agricultural collective
farms, handicraft co-operatives and others organisations. In cer-
tain provinces. for instance, the organisation of village invalid
artels was very successful. For the year 1925 alone, 809 of such
artels were organised with 9513 members. )

The main occupation of the mutual aid commiftees was
common {illing. In 1925, 192351 dessiatins were occupied under
common tillage.

It is extremely important to note that the work in common
tilling is to a large extent conducted under the supervision of
agronomists with perfective methods and with the aid of ma-
chinery. The number of machines in the mutual aid societies
steadily grows from year to year. In 1924 for instance, they had
113 tractors and in 1925 already 881 tractors. As for less ela-
borate machines, such as threshing machines, etc., there weie
tens of thousands of these.

Further, in order to get suitable corn of good quality for
the given district. the mutual aid societies organised their own
seed funds. In 1925 the seed fund of the peasant committees
comprised 1.193.428 poods of various cereals.

This fund is distributed not only for social enterprises, be-
longing to the peasant mutual aid societv, but also as seed loans
to separate peasant farms both in cases of need of seeds in
general, and also with the object of improving the crops.

The growth of the small enterprises in the villages orga-
nised by the peasant committees mainly for improving agri-
cultural products is remarkable. These include mills. butter fac-
tories, workshops for making agricultural instruments, etc. For
instance, alreadv on January 1, 1025, there were 3,794 such
enterprises, and on January 1, 1026 there were already 7632

All these enterprises are now exclusively owned by the
village peasant mutual aid committees, although up to 1924-25
the uvesd and gubernia organs also had a right to engage in
their productive activity. Out of a turnover of 7.5 million roub-
les, these enterprises vielded a net profit of 686,716 roubles
during the last economic vear. This assistance to the measures
undertaken by the Soviet State in the countrvside is in particular
valuable in that it comes from the self-activitv of the peasants
themselves and is directed into the same Socialist channel a<
the factory industry of the U.S.S.R.

If we take the entire economic activitv of these peasant
mutual aid committes for the R.S.F.S.R. as a whole, we find
that accerding to informaton from 65% of them, there is a floa-
ting captial of 22 million roubles,

Unfortunately this information is not complete as the lea-
ders of the committees are often illiterate and cannot give an
substantial information ax to their activitvy.

\id to the needv is rendered in various forms: material
«id in the form ot redeemable and unredeemable loans; labour
aid in the form of tilling the fields of poor peasants, collecting
the harvests by social labour, etc., and finallv. juridical aid. The
latter form of aid is rendered bv :he committee. which keeps a
register of all poor peasants, giving them the right of defence:
it sends its representatives to all State institutions such for in-
stance as the Agricultural Tax Commission, acts on behalf 'Of
the peasants in Courts. and maimtains permanent contact with
the juridical office of the village reading rooms through which
the peasants also receive the legal advice and infornation they
need.

Space will not permit us to refer in detail to the other as-
pects of the manv-sided activitv of the peasent Mutual Aid =0
gieties. But one mav sec the high degree of vitality of this or-
ganisation if only from i1s continuous growth,

As a restlt of its five vear's work, Peasant Mutual Aid wos
now grown to 45060 organisations with 7.5 million members.
The material basis of the societies is also growing: the figures
cited above bear eloquent testtimony to this.

There have been. however, no small number of errors and
deviations in our work. for instance as an overwieldly appari-
tus, seli-consumption ot resnurces, and detraction with pro-
dnetive or trede activitn, But the main obstacles are already
behind us and the Pea<ant societies of Mutual Aid are now
procecding along the correct path, taking an active part in the
work o1 Socialist construction in the countrvside.
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To what a degree the peasant Mutual Aid Societies have
become a necessary organisation in the villages is clearly shown
by the resolution of the Xl and XIV Congresses of the
C.P.S.U. (b). The Party has allotted to the peasant commitiees
a fairly responsible sector of work in the way of establishing the
alliance with the middle peasants in the villages, and in the way
of defending these “strata from the enslaving terms of the kulak.

In 1926 there took place the 4th Congress of the Peasant
Mutual Aid Societies which thoroughly elaborated the sub-
sequent tasks of our organisations. In the main, the Congress
marked out the following lines: .

a) Continue directing all the work of the Peasant Mutua
Aid Societies alonhg the channels of Socialist construction, lin-
king this work closely with that of the social welfare organi-
sations.

b) Liquidate the dependent psychology which has remained
in certain places from the period of military Communism.

c) Intensify still mocre the self-activity of the masses, for
which the entire work of the committees should be conducted,
with the approval of the general meeting of members.

d) Continue to increase the committee's attention to the
poor peasants, invalids, families of Red-Army men and middle
peasants who are in need, with marked attention to the struggle
against child destitution in the villages; take all possible steps
for caring for homeless children in the villages.

e) Prepare new detachments of the unorganised population
to be brought into the co-operatives, collective farms, etc.

. Thus in support of the main organisations in the country-
side — the Soviets and Co-operatives, — there develops and
grows stronger a third social organisation — Peasant Mutual
Aid. based exclusively on the self-activity of the peasant masses.

Soviet White Russia.
By V. Ignatovsky.

White Russia is the former “North-Western Borderland” of
the Czarist Empire, a land where in 1863 Muraviev “the hang-
man” operated, and where afterwards the policy of russification
of the borderland was conducted. Evan the miserable zemsiwo
which formerly existed in Russia was iacking here. Oniy just
before the war was a kind of zemstwo granted to the Easfern
provinces of White Russia. This is where the Jews had been
artificially driven imo the ‘“pale”, and were suppressed by the
“provisional” regulations of 1832”.in town and village; they
were forbidden to take up agriculture in rural districts. The
White Russian peasants engaged in agriculture on small narrow
strips of land surrounded on ali sides by large estates. The little
towns and villages crowded with pcoor Jews were unable to
absorb the surplus free labour power of the iandless p:isants.
lhe czarist authorities on the hasis of the situaiion th2y had
created endeavoured to incite the White Russian masses in the
villages against the Jewish masses in the towns; they organised
Jewish pogroms. :

Meanwhile they were Russifyving this country. The village
population spoke the White Russian language which was recog-
nised as the jargon. Both these languages which served the
Majority of the White Russian countrvside, country towns and
cities were an object of persecution and ill treatment. In the samne
position were the Lithuanian, Polish and Lettish languages used
by the other national minorities of White Russia. 1he Russian
language was graited by force on evervone as was also the olii-
cial Russian culture. There were no higher schools in White
Russia. Nikolas [ distinguished himseli after the Polish rising
of 1883 by punishing White Russia with the closing down of
the Vilna University.

This cowntry was in an extremely difficult position. Increased
emigration in scarch of bread comuienced. This emigration was
caused both through general causes and also by the fact that the
towns of White Russia and Ukraine were artificially crowded
thanks to the “pale” and the “provisional regulations of 1832,
Emigration proceeded 10 far Siberia and to still further America.

he impenalist war ruined this borderfand still more. White
Russia became one of the cock-pits of the world war. J.ines of
trenches cut the land practically in half and from these trenches
destruction and death was on both sides. The lields grew wild,
the forests were chopped up for militarv purposes, villages and
towns were burnzd and the mounds of the graves of the cannon-

fodder of the imperialist powers grew higher and higher. The
wave of refugees swept out of White Russia, which had become
a desert. Nearly a million inhabitants lelt the land. The poor
peasants left on horses; all roads were choked with refugecs
wagons. The fields by the way-side were filled with the singie
or collective graves of the refugees who had fallen frour disease.
Even now one can follow the windiug path of the refugees by
these graves.

Such was the position of White Russia when the revolution
of 1917 came. The revolution affected only the part that was on the
Russian side of the front. The February Revolution merely raised
those problems which the great October Revolution afterwards
solved. In time the revolution came to White Russia. concen-
trating its forces in Minsk. Whife Russia began to revive; the
workers and then the peasants began to bwild up a new liie.
But... the triumph of Sctober only lasted a hundred days. The
Brest-Litovsk peace did not stay the impgrialist lust of the Ger-
man junkers, The German army moved forward in'an offensive
and by February 1018 almost the whole of White Russia wis
under Geirman occupation. Increased exploitation commenced.
The landowners and factory owners driven out by October re-
turned and redeemed their losses at the expense of the workers
and peasants of White Russia. Only the Germian Revolution
which commenced in autumn of 1913 liberated White Russia
from the occupation. In December 1918 a workers and peasants
government was organised in White Russia and on January 1st.
1919 the White Russian Soviet Socialist Republic was proclaimed.
Great October victoriously moved further forward to the West.
Soon the Soviet Republic was set up in Lithuania. Both Republics
unite their forces and form a Lithuanian-White Russian Soviet
Republic. But the worker and peasunt masses of Lithuania and
White Russia cannot work at putting into force the ideas of
October for long. In the autumn of 1219 White Russia fell into
the hands of Poland. The eleven mouths of Polish occupation
was absoluts torture for the country. Whereas the German occu-
pants cripped the country very close, the PPolish occupants abso-
lutely bled it dry. Only in the summer of 1920 did the Red Army,
together with the rebellious workers and peasaits, iiberate White
Russia from the Polish White Guards. On August 1st 1920
Soviet White Russia was restored. comprising the Eastern part
of ethnographical White Russia.

By the Riga Peace Treaty, the western hali of White Russia
remained in the hands of impeiialist Poland. It awaits its
October. The position of the working and peasant masses in
western White Russia are indescribably difficull. Landowners’
Poland is conducting a policy of violence and unceremonious
plunder. This part of Poland is experiencing a 1ensa life and
is like a gunpowder magazine ready to go off.

Soviet White Russia is experiencing a difigrent life. Here
the workers and peasants are building a new hie. The land which
has been ruined by war and various occupations is being built
up again. The ruin is so great that many branches of production
have had io be started right from the beginning on bare founda-
tions.

Soviet White Russia occupies a territory of 110,000 square
kilometres (in the former Minsk, Mogilevsk and Vitehsk pro-
vinces). The authorities have already succeeded in dividing it
into districts on the basis ol economics, number of popula
tion, climate, etc.; it is composed of ten regions. 160 districts
and 1,202 village soviets. The division into districts has consi-
derably aided the normal developirent of the economy of this
borderland and the restoration of the economic position.

The population of White Russia according to the calculation
of August 1, 1025 comprised 4.254,000 people. The increase of
population during the last few years in counection with the resto-
ration of econony is greater than pre-war, Belore the war the
increase of population was 18--20 per thousand. while during
the last few vears the growth of the population has been 23 21
per thousand. On the basis of this one can estimate the prescit
figure of the population of Whiie Russia at about 4.350.00)
people. The population of White Russia is composed ol virious
nationalities. In percentage proportions it is conposed as follows:
W hite Russians 70.77%. Great Russians and Ukraimans — 155%.
Jews — 117, Poles — 2,17, and others 0.7%. All these, except
the Cireat Russians are former crpressed natinnalines, wio atier
the February Revolution were released from natioia] oppressinn
The Soviet constitution ensures normal fraternad relations bet-
ween the toilers of various nations, The languages ot all n:nm;
nalities  populating White Russia are recogmsed with ‘7“’3]"
rights; the main language is White Russian, as it is most widely

14
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diffused. The majority of institutions in the republic have alreadv
adopted the White Kussian language. commencing with insti-
tutions ciosely connected with the White Russian countryside.
But in these institutions communications with the population of
White Russia of various nationalities is also ensured in all the
local languages. In those places where a national inority in
White Russia lives in a compact mass and comprises the majo-
rity of the population, national village soviets are organised.
These are gradually being set up and there are now 22 of them
in White Russia. In these national village Soviets, the chief lan-
guage is the language of the particular national minority. One
ot the chief measures in the national question is the liquidation
ol the consequences of the czarist policy towards the Jewish
masses who were artificially kept off the land. The Government
of White Russia has been the first to adopt the policy of allotting
land to the Jews. The growing desire ol the Jewish poor for
land is being satisfied. By January 1925 there were 79 coileclive
farms organised and T settlemenis of Jewish agriculturalists.
Attogether 10,600 dessiatins have been distributed. The work in
this direction has only commenced, but the resilis arve tremen-
dous.

The economics of the country are being restored. The pea-
sams who have received the land of the banished landowners
(1,327.271 dessiatins) have settled down to free labour. The pro-
ductivity per dessiatin has increased during the last three years
and remaiis higher than the pre-war. Agricultural machinery has
becn set going and the adoption of grass crops and the intro-
duction of the crop rotation systemni hus become a {eature in the
peasant farm. Bog lands are gradually being drained. During
the budget year 1021—25 alone, 31,333 hectares of mavshes were
drained. Cattle breeding which was destroyed during the pre-
vious vears of war and occupation is now being energetically
resfored. It has already reached the tigure of prewar developmient.

Industry is also developing despite the enormous damage
suliered during the preceding years. During the war and occu-
pation entire factories and works were removed to the depths
of Russiv ¢ destroved during the military activities. Certain
forms ol industry have had to be constructed all over again:
premiises have had to be built and repaired, machinery ordered.
equipnient instailed and special hists secured. Now there is an
extensive development of those forms ol industry which are
connected with agriculture, cattle-breeding and forestry. At the
present time the production of industry in White Russia is 05"
of pre-war. The number of enterprises by October 1023, increased
to 262 while the number of workers engaged rose to 17.020. The
majority of enterprises are in the hands of the State. Out of
17020 workers, 14341 work in State euterprises. The handicraft
industry is also developing. There are 15000 people engaged
in 1t in towns and villages. Cooperation which was practically

ursknown in White Russia under czarist Kussia is developing in
the towns, and is now beginning to penetrate into the remotest
corners of the countryside. By October 1. 1925 there
were 546 consumers cooperative unious with 224,578 share.
holders and 404 agricultural coop unions with 5,000 share-
holders. Besides this handicrait industry, housing and invalid
cooperative also began to spring up. The cooperatives get State
credit.

In respect to culture, White Russia has grown almost beyond
recognition, This border land, which under czarism did not
have a single higher school, now has a State university, a Comr-
munist university, an agricultural academy and veterimary insti-
tute, etc. The university has a Jewish section. The agriculturai
academy provides for the training of students in connection
with allotting land to toiling Jews. A supreme scientilic-cultural
institution — the Institute of White Russian Culture — has
grown up out of nothing, it is beginning tc be fornmed into an
academy of sciences. Attached to the Iustitute of White Russian
culture is 2 network of investigation organisations which embrace
all districts of White Russia and study the life of all nationa
minorities of the country. The intercsts of the national minorities
are ensured in the institute by the existence and work of the
Jewish and Polish departments. Beginning this winter 1 Lettish
departmient will be organised. Belore the October Revolution
there was absolutely no vocationai training in White Russia, bt
during the past few years it has developed extensivcly. There
are 24 technical colleges and 23 trade schools. Particular attention
is devoted to the training of teaching and agronomical stafis.
Teachers are trainied for work both 11 White Russian schools
and also in the schools of the national minorities. Schools for
social training are orgamsed on the basis of the labour prin-
ciple and serve the many nations inhabiting the country in the
native language of the children. The children’s homes and kinder-
gartens are organised on the samie basis. There are 237 seven-
vear schools in White Russia. 4,042 four.yvear schools and 381
stations for liquidating illiteracy. Year by year the network of
schools inoreases and at the same time the cultural demands of
the toiling masses also increase.

That is how the Republic of Soviels of White Russia
daughter of October, is living and developing. Every vear brings
more aird more accomplishments. The Union of Socialist Soviet
Republics renders constant support in the economic and cultural
work of the Young Republic. And on the other side of the
cordon, under the chains of imperialist PPoland, western White
Russia 1s languishing. Nevertheless, the workers and peasants
of both White Russias live in the hope of unification within
the frontiers of the U. 8. S. R. The great liberator of the
oppressed — Oectober — will come eventually. also for western
White Russia fettered in the chains of Polish imperialism,
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