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The Ne\vmiierm'an Imperialism and

Germany’sEntryintothe League of Nations.

By Arthur Rosenberg (Berlm).

The organs of the German bourgeoisie are triumphantly
pointing to the enormous difference that exists between the
situation of Germany in Versailles 1919 and in Geneva 1926.
In 1919 Germany was excluded from the community of “oui-
tured nations”; today she is recognised with enthusiasm as a
great Power with equal rights. Without joining in the ndi-
culous paens of enthusiasm at the success of the Stresemann
policy, one must still admit that the present world-political po-
siion of Germany is quite different from that of 1919. What
s the essential difference? The idea of the Versailles Treaty was
that Germany was removed from the ranks of the imperialist
great Powers. Germany had lost all her colonies, her foreign
invesiinents were confiscated, the occupation troops were on the
Rhine; the reparation obligations were so enc-mous that they
seemed to render impossible any recovery of German economy,
the disarmament provisions of the Peace Treaty meant the
amihilation of German militarism, the iron clads of the German
Tavy lav somewheie at the bottom of the sea. The new militarist
States, Poland and Czechoslovakia, stood ready at any noment,
along with Belgium and France, to crush any sign of German
resistance,

_ The German bourgeoisie have now succeeded, precisely
'n the most dangerous moment, after the collapse of the re-
Sistance in the Ruhr, in winning the help of American capital.

America took in hand the settlernent of the reparations question.
The loans from America rendered possible the stabilisation of
the German valuta. The German bourgeoisie, who in 1923 were
trembling before the workers’ revolution, drove back the working
class along the whole fromt and consolidated their political
and financial position. The relative stabilisation of European
conditions in 1924 and 1925, shaky and uncertain as it is, never-
theless revived all the hopes of the German ruling class. When
the most pressing danger appeared to have been overcome,
the German bourgeoisie inunediately proceeded to lay the foun-
dations for a new imperialism.

Several important pre-conditions for modern imperialism
exist in present-day Germany. Germany has a considerable share
‘n the wo-ld monopoly of the most importaint branches of pro-
duction: iron and coal, dyes and chemicals. potash production,
the optical and electrical industry. The Gernan dve trust with
iis enormous capital represent a great international power. The
German steel trust, which is backed by American capital, is
now endeavouring to consolidate its world position in the ne-
gotiations for an iron cartel with France and Bel_ium. The
lack of capital which arose as a result of the inflation period
in Gernrany, no longer exists to the same extent as in 104
and 1925, Since the commencement of this year there has again
arisen a considerable inner-German ca~ital market. Why. there-
fore, should Germany be incapable or exporting capital?
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It is true that considerable obsiacies siand in e way of
the r:isuiding of a new German imperialism German  im-
perialism is 10 reappear at & time which s proving to be the
n2riod of declz of world. ¢zritalismy, as the period of world
revolution, Snce 1024 the cvess2a-Couniries have become in-
dusirialized; Asia has awakened 10 passionate resistance aga‘nst
the foreign exploiters; almost all countries are shutting out
foreign competition by means of rariff walls: Soviet Russia has
arisazt, wazreby imper:abism has been deprived of one sixth
uf the surface of the globe. Under these cond:tions CGerman
smperialism can hardly find its field of activity. )

In adlition to this there must be mentioned the special
h.ndrances resulting from the peculiar situation oi presem-day
Germany. ‘As a resuit o1 the Dawes p'an Germen econom:
comtinues to remain under foreign supervision. The German
Reichsbank and the German railwavs are in the hands of
forergn capital. The German capitalists oi todav must not only
1olerate the French occupation in Mainz, they dare not, without
ih2 permission of foreign powers, even reduce the tax on beer.
In spite of the development of an inner-German capital market.
CGiermran economy is still. 1o a very great extent, dependent upon
fore:ign investors. The reparation liabilities compel Germany
i3 make annual payments which already mean to German
econcmy a net loss of 1.5 milliard go'd marks a vear. a sum
atrch o the neat faw vears will increase to far bevond two
and a half milliard gold marks. In addition to this there is 10 be
reckoned Germany's mililary impotence. The German chemical
industry, it s truz, bears within it undreamed-of possibilities
with regard to warfare, nevertheless if Germany had 10 carry
on a war alome su2 would be absolutelv helpless :n the face
«i the host!le aircrait, tanks and heavy guns.

Under these quite peculiar circumstances any revival of
jermany imperialism ‘s dependent upon two pre-conditions. In the
first place Gernany needs allies. and 1 the <evond plece she
rcauires a special sphere Tor the development of her capinal
~orts, The (erman bourgeoisie wish 10 atain both these
wos with the aid of the League of Naions, Germary wishes
cochien her world political ecur in the first pluce bhvoun
noe vith Factand and <econdls by oan aitionee wih France
Cloan the fromievwork of the anti-bolshevik paiicy of the Teague
o Natinns, he wishes to obtain access 1o Russia as a feid or
the export of capiial,

The ‘nglophile foreign policy of Germanv tound its clearest
evpression n o Oglober 1423 at locarmo. Under the Locarno
treaties Dngland s recocmsed as the arbirater in all tuture
disputes on the part of Germany with France and Belgiom.
\1 the saine iime Enoland succeeded 1n bringing about that the
Locarno treaiies shioctd Brst come nto 1orce with Germany’s
entry nte the Leagee of Navons, Gennam's acceptance into the
[ cartue of Nations and her entry into the Council of the League
was to e been carred ount already in March of this vear.
Bt im March the hindrances were still 100 great. Concurrently
with the Cierman chnm 1o a permanent seat in the Council of
the League. thore arosse he claims ot Brazil, spamn and Poland.
The apparent cause of the dreak-up of the meeting of the League
in March last was the opposinon of Brazih. but at that tune the
Most mouitars polir 2 proslan suil remanneg mmsolved was
the Clerman-lolish i gomsin.

In May of this verr hoeer, trepe box Nace in Peland
the cnop Getat of Piisnesky, Whilst dhe ord Folish rrcht govern-
mient had bevr 2 ool of France in rerard th 1< toreign policy,
the victory ot Pusiedski meant the comrlete gening over ol o
Baad i tne Fnglish camo. Pilsid<kes tree corps. and beinnd
thert the Polish regnalar army, are o be ava:lable at any time as the
me-cenaries of the brviich Conservaiives against Soviet Russia.
Phe Pilsadss, covernment, acnng on Foglish advice. was pre-
sared 1o Ccome 10 an adreenient vtk the Gierman boucgeorsie.
in che Commns<on ot b Teavioe oF Netons o hch was engaiced
a1 Grereva with the auestian o retoriming the Coanctl ot e
ve. e camnponse drati pui torwaerd ovo Lora Robert

vored accentance. Tne German as o oloas aie vobish

accepred  tte bnghsh tormula. Germaen voted  inr
Feaatid baving o ~ear on the Comneid and Prdand wor Germany.
Aernment can be sansied. I Dl
should seck coveriares an abe Fast pe wili, thanks o
Crermuan fnemd oo osite Feagne of N~ be tree from o
fromy the West The German ocurge
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imieruational  disputes  velies upon the -~upyost of bnglesi
Along with this eiforts are being made 10 improve Frainco-
Cierman relations. Briind is aiming at a Franco-German enten -
Ihe German bourgeocisie are not so stupid as to cea-e zl! -
nection with Paris dor ihe sake of England. In soue of th-
howeves. the main idea of the foreign policy o the new Germ:s
imperialism is an understanding with Fngland against So..0
Russia.

The superficial observer will object thay German exports =
Russta nave considerably increased in the Jast few )years, tha
German credits for Russian business are being emnioved
an increasiing scale, that therefore the wmost infiuemial Gerrmas
economic circles are apparently aiming at peaceful irade rela-
tions with Soviet Russia. But the question of the exi~ence
Terman imperialism is not so much une ol exporting good:
but much rather oi exporting capital. Soviet Russia 1s disposd.
in the sphere of its economic plans, 10 buy foreign goeds. Sovier
Rissia. however, will never permit an unrestricted mmpor! ot
capital. for that would mean the Dawesation of Russia. Alre:a
m 1972 at the time of the Genoa Conivrence. the project wis
raised whereby German capitaliste should act as ageuts i the
Angio-Saxons in the capitalistic rebuilding of Russia. L¥w
Ciedrge was the sponsor of these plans and found eager ~uy
nerters in Stinnes and Rathenau. Soviet Russia. of course. enip2a-
ticaliv rejecied these projects. But today the most iniduential men
in Cierman econonty desire in the first place to break throug
the foreign irade monopoly of Soviet Russia. They dest
plav for cupiial in Russia, unhampered by the Sovied
capitalist Germany i¢ not able with her own forces to under-
1ake such a violation of Soviet Russia. she desires the help
the apparatus of the League of Nations. It is thus that by me
of the League of Nations, the world-embracing plans of Briti-h
anti-bolshevism are connected with the peculiar necessities of
Cierman imperialism.

Thus Germanmy's entry into the League of Nations contrns
the working class with serious problems. The bourgenisie des
by means of the great coalition, to secare the sunport of
social democratic leaders. In spite of this all Cless-enmscr s
workers will stand frmly together in order to thwart the pies
of the rew German imrerialism against Soviet Russ:a

SRS |

HANDS OFF CHINA

Hands off China! Hands off the Soviet
Union!

Arpeal of the Executive Commiftes of the Commmmist I
national.

Fo the Workers of all Countries!

[he development of the siruggle of the Citnese pers
sgainst their imperialist oppressorse and  her (lages2 o0
federaies 1 proceeding at a tremendous pace. Ihe aivance of
arn of the Canton governmen:, which represents the demnac 2
anti-imneriabist interests of the peasants. workers, inteiledtios
and traders of the Southern provinces, has deii- wd 3~
blow 1o the militarists and their supporters. the mperidsst
wrear Powers. The enemies of the iiberiv ol the Chiise po e
realise the full extent of the defeat which is thregizning W20
and dre Jfiereiore preparing a large-scaie coutnier-actisil

The danger of a new armed intervention on the part cf
the imperiahist big Powers in China has heccute exceedini®
great {he Enghich prese s alreads onnducsimngs a wide cimpad
o tnonr of such an interventon. In iokio
aiready taring place between the represaimatives of the Fnzo”
CHLJAPENesT govenurenis regdrding RHENON
nther o Powers will a'zo endeavour op good e to sece™
ther share ot the plunder. The Fnglish forces on the Yang!~
h MOCAN ) BAVE woTe sy Conle i Qe booonep o me
ve niorcamems are on their wav, Full and anen
Perhans Ay a gaestion of 3 few davs

nRwe i3y

peveey oy omL T

nierscnt o

The military ruler of the Nogthern pres nces, Chasg Te0

Lo whose meliary poser has not ver been swedbened, it
B e a4 tieaniess aready wnde aaer u 00 ke act agac -

\
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the Soviet Union by seizing a part ol the property of the
I'astern-Chinese Railway which. in accordance with agree.ents
utder “which the Soviet Union- renowmces all special- privileges,
cilongs jointly to the Soviet Union and the Chinese govern-
memt. This action is a direct provocation. the only purpose of
which can be to involve the Soviet Union in military compli-
cations. But there is not the least doubt that behind this action of
Chang Tso Lin there stands British Imperialism. The wide-
scale plan of intervention, which was obviously worked out under
the leadership of England, is therefore directed not only against
the Chinese people, but also against the Soviet Union. The in-
trigues of England in the Far East are added to those measures
for encircling Soviet Russia from the West and from the South.

The Communist International calls the attention of the
revolutionary Workers and Peasants of all countries to the
great danger with which the cause of the emancipation of the
world from the yvoke of captalism is threatened by the new
machinations of the great Powers. An armed intervention
against the Chinese people and 2 new war against the Soviet
Union would bring immmeasurable harm to the whole world.
The working and peasant masses of the capitalist countries
have already on more than ome occasion shown that they are
not willing to allow the imperialist great Powers again to
proceed against the Chinese people who are fighting for their
emancipation, or even against the Union of the first Workers’
and Peasants’ Republics. The Communist Intérnational calls
upon the workers and Peasants. and on all circles in every
section of the population in the capitalist countries who are in
sympathy with the fight for freedom of the Chinese people,
as well as with the the work ol socialist construction in the
Soviet Union, to stay the arm of the imperialist robbers and
o prevent with all means the fresh intervention.

Long live the Fight for Freedom of the Chinese People!

, Long live the free and peaceful Socizlist Construction in
the land of the Workers’ and Peasants’ Soviets!

Hands off China!
Hands off the Soviet Uion!

The Executive Committee
of the Communist International.

The R. 1 L. U. to the Workers of all
Countries.

Comrades,

The Chinese revolution is threatened by an intervention.
There is little doubt that the leading role i ihis attack against
the masses of the Chinese people is being played by the English
government, Whilst in many provinces the counter-revolution is
throttling millions, these “benefactors” of the Chinese people
calmly look on. When. however, the bought counter-revolu-
tionary Generals are attacked, then these “defenders of civili-
sation” are moved to action and stab the revolution in the back.
The advance of the revolutionary Canton army to the North,
and a number of defeats of the counter-revolutionary mercenaries
1s evoking the diplomatic and military activity of the imperialists,
in the first place of the English bandits. The Conference of
the English trade unions at Bournemouth has passed a protest
resolution against the policy of England in the Far-East. But
words and resolutions do not now sutlice. The intervention must
be fought with deeds and not with words.

Working men and women of all countries! Remember that
the cause of the Chinese people is vour own cause. The workers
of the “Great Powers” will not be able {o shake off their fetters
until they have broken the backbone of their own imperialism.
From country to country. from town to town. let the voice of
the working masses resound throughout the whole world:

Clear the imperialists out of China!
Hands ofi the Chinese Revolution!

The Executive Bureau of the
Red International of Labour Unions.

The Advance of the Revolutionary Troop$
and the Next Tasks of the Kuomin Tang.

’ By Tang Shin She.

After the capture and occupation of the three sister towns
of Hankow, Hanjang and Wu-Chang the Kuomin armies im-
mediately continued their advance, both in a Northerly direction
along the Hankow-Peking railway line in order to reach the
province of Honan, and in amn Easterly direction along the
Yang-tse river, thus commencing the attack on the province
of Kiangsi; finally, starting from Hunan, proceeding along the
Chuchow-Pingsiang railway line to Central Kiangsi. Their plan in
the first place aims at capturing the whole province of Hupe, in
order not to expose again the three smost importamt towns o
an attack by Wu-Pei-Fu and Sun Chuan Fang. That means
that in the North, on the Honan {rontier, they wish to occupy
at Jeast the fortress of Wuchingkwan, and on the Yang-tse, on
the North Kiangsi side. the fortress of Wushuech, Finally. with
regard to the attack from Hunan on Kiangsi, it is exceedingly
important that the revolutionary troops have this province in
their hands, because it borders on three provinces .in the Canton
sphere of government: on Kwangiung, Hunan and now Hupe,
and because Sun Chuan Fang could very easily undertake attacks
from there as he has already doue. A {further reasom for the
advance lies in the fact that in Kiangsi and Honan there already
exist armed forces which are on the revolutionary side. In
Honan there are the rest of the troops of the Kuomin army,
who have already undertaken attacks against Wu-Pei-Fu, while
in Kiangsi the greater portion of the Generals, apart from the
governor there, sympathise with the Canton government.
According to the latest reparts tho Kuwomin armies in North
China which have retreated from the Nanko pass, are mar-

ching "from Chuvuan to Honan. This permits of a spredy °

junction between the revolutionary armed forces of the North
and of the South.

Of the three sister towns Hankow is the most famous
trading town of Cemtral China, Wu-chang the political capital
ol Hupe, and Hamjang an industrial town possessing great
military importance and containing the greatest stores of
weapons in China and enormous iron and coal deposits. In
Hanjang there is a natural fortress, the mountain of Kuisan,
from whence the -towns of Hankow and Wu-Chang can easily
be bombarded. If one once captures Hanjang, then, regarded
irom the strategical standpoint, one can miantain that one also
possesses Hankow and Wu-Chang. Hanjang fell into the hands
of the Canton army because an under-General of Wu-Pei-Fu, Liu
Tso Lung, went over to them. The revolutionary troops have
row taken Hanjang and Hankow and have occupied the suburb
of Wu-Chang. The town of Wu-Chang itsell is not yet in
their hands, because there are still 5000 soldiers of Wu-Pei-Fu
within the town. The Canton army is refraining from firing
on the town in order no{ to inflict any harm on the population.
It has, however, surrounded and blockaded the town.

The troop: ol Wu-Pei-Fu in the North are nominally under
the leadership of Chi Shu Yuan, the former governor of Nanking.
But they are actually ted by Tiem Wei Chin, who has jor long
been a vacillating supporter of Wu-Pei-Fu and is seeking to
extablish connection with the People’ armies. Since the retreat
ot the Kuomin army from the Nankow pass the quarrel between
Wu-Pei-Fu and Chang-Tso Lin for the booty has becomz more
sharp. Chang-Tso Lin demands the procince of Chili with
Peking and its surroundings all for himself. This means the
driving of W-Pei-Fu’s troops from North China to tloman.
When Wu-Pei-Fu, before the capture of Hanjang-Haukow. went
himsel§ front Peking back to Hankow, it was a desperate attent
to retain Hankow in any event in order {o possess a sure plare
somewhere. Gwing fo the death, alleged to be the resuit ol
sickness, of the governor of Honan, a direct supporter oi Wu-
Pei-Fu, Tien Wei-Chin went with troops to Northern Honmp m
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order 1o take over the post of governor; this means practically
the retreat of Wu-Pei-Fu from Chili. It is very problematical
whether the troops of Tien Wei-Chin, after he has taken the
post of governor and after Wu-Pei-Fu has suffered a thorough
defeat in Hankow, can still be regarded as supporters of Wu-
Pei-Fu. Since the defeat of Wu-Pei-Fu the newspapers have
not published anything regarding relief action by Tien-Wei-Chin
for Wu-Pei-Fu.

Wu-Pei-Fw’s supporters also include a number of Generals
in Szechuan; but they are his followers only in name. Already
before the capture of Hamjang-Hankow they announced that they
wished to declare the province of Szechuan to be independent.
This means in polite language a breaking away from Wu-Pei-Fu
and a ooncealed going over to the Canton government; for
the Generals have long since declared themselves to be sym-
pathisers with the Canton government.

On their advance to the North the Camon troops were
everywhere welcomed by the population who gave them refresh-
menlis. They are working together with the population and hold
joint meetings. Peasamts’ and workers’ organisations, the Com-
munist Party and the Kuomin Tang are increasing at a rapid
rate. The population in other parts of the country which are
not yet occupied by the revolutionary troops are over-joyed
at the news from the already occupied districts and eagerly
desire the arrival of the Canton army. Wu-Pei-Fw's troops are
everywhere regarded as ememies. The newspapers report that
at the capture of Yochow the troops of Wu-Pei-Fu, either went
over en bloc to the Canton army or fled as fast as their legs
could carry them to Hankow. The leaders of the Canton troops
constantly declare in their speeches at public meetings that their
victory is not to be attributed solely to the weapons of the
soldiers tut mainly to the help of the population.

What does the Canton government wish to bring to the
Chinese people? What does it regard as its next task? When
it undertook the expedition to the North it declared it to be
the continvation of the work of Sun-Yat-Sen. The fatter already
in 1924 had endeavoured to launch an attack againust the North
in order to annihilate militarism in China, 0 create a real
democratic government which in the first place should represeat
the interests of the peasants and workers, to abkolish the unequal
slave treaties and to shake off the unperialist yoke. For the
purpose ot carrying out these tasks Sun-Yat-Sen, in a Mani-
iesto proposed 1o convene a National Assembtly and an inter-
national Conference. In the National Assembly there should meet
together representatives ol the following orgamsations: 1. Econo-
mic organisations, 2. Chambers of conmmerce, 3. Educational
bodies, 4. Universities, 5. Students’ unions of all provinces,
0. Workers organisations, 7. Peasants’ organisations, 8. All
leaders of troops who are opposed to Wu-Pei-Fu, 9. Political
Parties. The National Assembly was to be preceded by a Pre-
lininary Conference.

This plan, on its publication, received the approval of the
cutire population, and active steps were taken to carry it oul
Everywhere “Societies for the National Assembly” were founded.
Owing to suppression on the part of Chang-Tso-Lin and Tuan-
She-Sui they had to disappear for a time. but have now resumed
their activity. The Kuomin-Tang now, aiter the victory over
Hankow, is already making preparations to carry out this plan.

At an international Conierence the abolition of the unequal
treaties is to be declared. With regard to the debts to the
international Powers investigations will be made as to whether
the loans were employed in the interests of the people. If yes,
then thev will be honoured, if no, then they will not be re-
cognised.

Inorder to carry out these tasks the Kuomin-Tang has already
placed on the agenda the question of transferring the seat of
eovermment from Canton to Hankow,

POLITICS

The Attempt on the Life of Mussolini.

By Giuglio Aquila.

The bomb which was thrown at Mussolini’s carriage in
Rome on September 11th, exploded at a moment of great political
difficulties both external and internal for the Fascist government.
This fact suggested and made plausible the original suspicioi
that once again, as with the previous “attempts at assasination”
of the “Duce”, it was a case of an “attempted assasination”, care-
fully prepared by his own police. It seems howcver thai this
time it was a serious political attempt on his life. The would-be
assassin who was arrested, claims to be an Italian anarchist. He
declares that he acted on his own initiative and denies having
accomplices or persons who knew of his intention, let alone
having been “under instructions”. As a matter of fact the !talian
police has failed up to the present in discovering traces of an
“conspiracy”. Mussolini is so enraged by this that he has
already dismissed the Chief of the National Police and the
Chief of Police in Rome, Even this measure has not advanced the
disoovery of the “conspiracy” by a -single step, although the
number of arrests and of houses searched amounts in Rome
alone to hundreds. The same applies to the provinces. It is
chielly communists and anarchists who have been arrested; there
have, however, been nunierous arrests also among tiie members
of the petty bourgeois opposition parties and among the bour-
geois opposition elements. The names are kept secret by the
police “in the interest of the investigation”. At the same time -
in spiic of Mussolini’s “solemn prohibition” — “irresponsible”
Fascist acts of terror are taking place. In the proletarian districts
of Rome, numerous workers have been beaten by Fascists fill
blood was drawn. In the provinces also the Fascisis are letting
themselves go. In Trieste, where it got as far as guns being
fired, a state of siege has been declared. The T'ascists then touk
possession of the premises of a bourgeois liberal association.

The would-be assassin lived for a time as an emigrant in
France. He lived in Marseilles and returned to Italy at the be
gmning of February. After the serious diplomatic defeats he
recently sullered, Mussolini tried to turn this fact “to advantage
in his foreign policy.

Mussolini has described the ycar 1920 as “the Napoleonic
year”. This souuding phrase is the description of the “magu-
ficent” and “heroic™ foreign political plans of the Fascist Lo
vernment which are dictated to it by two very prosaic faciors:
by the imiperialist aspirations of the ltalian bourgenisie and b
the insuperable diiticulties with which the regime meets in the
country itself, which were to be camouilaged by the brilliant
success of the foreign policy of the Fascist Government.

The imperialist aspirations of the Halian bourgeoisie clisii
directly witE the interests of French imperialism: the Balkan-.
predominance in the Mediterranean, Tumis, Tangier. Abessynia.
In the last few months, Mussolini had suftered deleat aber
defeat right along the line in the plans ol his foreign poliv:
and — with one excention (the Mosul Treaty between F.nglun_il
and Turkey) - the defeat always came through Frence. Frances
intervention turned Mussolini’s advances to Yugoslavia into an
obvious fiasco. In Abessynia, France, through the agreements 1
came to with bngland, put a decisive spoke inte Dis wheel
Mussolini then concluded the Italo-Spanmish treaty of friendship
with Primo de Rivera. This treaty is a direct threat to Frencd
imperialism i the Mediterranean and particularly in Tunis.
Furthermore Mussolini wanted to plav oft Spain against France
in other fields. ’rimo de Rivera brovght up the Tangier quest™!
and laid his claim to a permanent scat on the Council in Gene\?
Mussolini had. however, again reckoned without his host and
sultered two new deleats. He failed o recognise that by i
policy he drove England into fornming one front with Franre
in Geneva. kEngland could not allow Gernm's entry into the
League of Nauons, i. e. into the imperialist feague against te
Soviet Unon, to be jeopardized; neither could sne adinit of the
Tangier queston, by the way an extremzly  ticklish one
regards Fngland's position of power in Cabialiar, 1o be brough
to the fore.

~ Mussolini imagined that this attempted assass nation woal
give him the oprortumity ol “revenging himself™ in a small wia
on Frauce for the serous defeats sutfered by his foreign polict.
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which were all the more bitter because the victories he had
hoped for were to have helped him out of the extremely serious
difficulties with which he was faced in the country itself. By
calling atrention to the fact that the would-be assassin lived for
a time in France and was probably in touch with the other
Halian emigrants in that country, further that the French Go-
vernment tolerates the presence of Italien emigrants in France,
he now accuses the French Government of a share in the re-
sponsibility for the attémpt on his life A few hours after his
escape from assassination, he made a speech to his Black Shirts
from the balcony of the palazzo Chigi (the Foreign Office),
saying among other things:

“From this balcony 1 wish to say a few words full ol
purport which should be well understood by those to whom
they apply. If the friendship of the Italian people is really
valued, a stop must be put to certain unprecedented and
implicating toleration on the other side of the border.”

The Fascist Press of ccurse took up Mussolini’s words and
started a campaigmn of agitation against the Italian emigrants in
France and against the French Government.

Mussolini’s personal organ, the “Popolo d'ltalia” was ho-
wever incautious enough to admit the real reason of Mussolini’s
“action” against France in its issue of the next day, if such an
admission were even necessary. The “Popola d’ltalia” wrote:

“We well understand that the new TFascist ltaly is
disturbing the old Powers who have arrived in their sleep
and is arousing their jealousy . . . In the Fascist era. the

Kingdom of Italy has at last embarked on a policy inde-

pendent of the Great Powers. Italy is reorganising her army,

her navy and her air-fleet and she will not suffer being
excluded from colonial benefits.”

Mussolini has even made the insane demand to the French
Government that the Italian emigrants in France should be
under the “supervision” of Italian Fascist police, who should
be attached to the Italian Embassy in Paris, and he demands
that the political emigrants should be handed over to him as
common criminals!

This political move. however, proved to be a mistake.
Mussolini has achieved exactly the opposite of what he had
hoped to achieve.

The Poincaré-Herriot Government, which grants the right
of asylum to the Italian communists in the form that it expels
them by dozens without the least cause and merely because they
are communists, this same Poincaré-Herriot Government and
its whole Press, headed bv the “Temps”, in order to get in a
blow at Italian imperialism, hypocritically rejects from the high
horse of moral indignation the insinuation that the French Go-
vernment should infringe on the “sacred” right of asylum of
Fq}mcal emigrants. Thus Mussolini’s endeavour to “make use
of” the attempted assassination fo the advantage of his foreign
policy, has turned out a pitiful Fasco.

The Comedy of the ,,Referendum” in Spain.

Bv Acoste Duarte (Barcelona).

_ The three vears of military dictatorship, which have de-
prived Spain of the most elementary poltical rights, have
brought about a situation in trade, in industry and in finance
which is disastrous and chaotic -- a situation which induces
‘)nmo de Rivera to hand over power to the “Union Patriotica”
'arty which is formed from the scum of the reactionaries and
clericals. The government of this Party will be a continuation
of the military policy, the governing system of which has its
beSf_ executive organs in terror, and in violence. With the ex-
ception of the clergv, of the army and of the most conservative
fraCl!0n§ of the old political parties and the social democracy,
the majority of the citizens enjoy no political freedom nor
legal existence. Anybody who is suspecied of holding advanced
or radical views, no matier whether he belongs to a bour-
{3501)5 or proletarian party, is subjected to the most severe perse-

<01,

Our Communist Party is compelled to work illegally. Our
best comrades are frequently thrown into prison. We have no
rights to hold meetings. nor fo combination nor any freedom
Whatever. The trade unions which incline to us are dissolved and

the oppositional minorities im the General Labour Federation,
where they are strong, are kept down by imprisonment, banish-
ment and police brutality. On the other hand the Socialist Party
enjoys unrestricted freedom to carry on its activity and its most
prominent members work according to the dictates of the
dictator,

As Primwo de Rivera has apparently succeeded in weakening
the political parties. hostile to him, he is now striving to create
the appearance of a broad basis for his government activity
and to reluce his respoasibility. The “referendum” which has
just been concluded is a clear demonstration that the dictator
i1s in a blid alley. The cost of living has increased by 17%.
The deficit in the budget exceeds 1250 million Pesetas; the
military budget has been increased by more than 254 Pesetas,
the budget for the clergy by more than 18 million Pesetas etc.
The total of the State debt amounts to about 19,000 million
Pesetas. The value of the Peseta continues to remain very low.
The Morocoo question, with its daily fresh battles, still remains.
Unemployment is increasing enormously.

The position of the working class is terrible. It has no right
to strike, that is if the strike is led by revolutionary elements.
The workers are wretchedly paid and the length of the working
day depends upon the will of the employer. Industrial and
commmercial bankruptcies are the order of the day. The
burden of taxes is considerably hampering trade, and
the life of the country is becoming paralysed. Only the acts
of violence of the government and the terror of the dictator
render it possible that the people bear in silence the loss of
their political libarties, few as they were, and at the same time
the loss of the elementary right to existence.

The movement of the artillery troops — a purely pro-
fessional movement -— has induced the dictator to expedite the
dratting and publication of the future parliament, which is
to be elected on the basis of representation according to pro-
fessions by the various organisations and-by the trade umions
which are recognised by the government as legal, that is, by
the federations and trade unions of a clerical and social demo-
cratic stamp. This parliament will be a sham parliament, a
100! of the dictator, and the elements of which it is to consist
will be the elements which enjov confidence in the present
political situation, In this artificially assembled parliament the
t-ue opinion of the people will remain unrepresented.

There is no doubt that the results of the “Referendum”
constitute an open rejection, a categorical condenmation of the
mcthods and the work of Primo de Rivera. Out of 14 million
citizens who were entitled to fake part in the referendum, oniy
2,LG0.C00 cast their votes. among these being 2 million women,
155,000 officials of the State and municipalities and of the
provincial administrations — compulsory votes — etc. When
one fakes into consideration the compulsory measures and the
acts of violence of the military rulers, then one can maintain
with certainty that the total numbar of the votes cis! in favour
of the ruling dictatorship do not amount to more than hali a
million. When it is also remembered tha' ornlv memiers of
the “Union Patriotica” Party were permitted to control the
voting, one can arrive at the conclusion that the government
sustained a sha‘tering defeat.

The country which is suffering under the dictatorship. has
not lost either its political feeling or instinct. The working class
in particular, with-a fine instinct and in spite of the indirect
recommendations of the social democracv, have silemtly abstained
from taking part in the referendum and thereby registered their
protest. Such a decisive attitude of the proletariat with regard to
the comedy of the “Referendum” comstitutes M the same time
a condenmation of the dictator and a condemmation of the
social democracv. which has sold itself to the ruling militarism
and which endeavoured 1o induce the working class to accent
the proposed parliament. ‘
_ To sum up, one can say that Primo de Rivera has been re-
lected by the encrmous majority of the population. The Com-
munist Party, in spite of all the difficulties created bv the extra-
ordinary situation, has an exceedingly favourable field of work
before it which will allow it to penetrate intn the working
masses, by whom it is recognised as the advance zuard of the
proletariat. The position is now very favourable for such a de-
velopment provided all the social demoacratic remmnants in the
C. P. are definitelv liqu dated.
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The Soviet Government and the Tangier
Question.
By I. Taigin, Moscow.

On September Oth, the representatives ol the Soviet Uniou
in Great Britain, ftaly, France and Sweden presented the folio-
wing note, in accordance with the instructions ol their Govera-
menmn:

“The Soviet Government has learned that the Spanish
Covernment has approached the States which signed the
general treaty of the Algeciras Conference. with the pro-
posal to convoke a fresh conference for the purpose of
revising the principles laid down in the general treaty and
in the subsequent international ¢on. eniions.

In accordance with instructions from my Government
| take the liberty ol pointing out that the participation of
my country in the Algeciras Conierence gives it the right,
as it does all the other member States of the Algeciras Con-
ference, 10 take part in the said revision, according to the
policy of my couairy.

i ocomsonn-e with  the core statemenis, | am
authorised to declare in the name ol my Governmeunt that
it reserves the night not to acknowledge the resolutions
which may be passed without its participation in relation
to the above question. My Govermuent would draw special
attention to the necessity of consulting it as regards the
place at winch the prospective conference should be held ™

What is the significance of this proclamation of the Soviet
Union?

About the year 1000 France's effor(s towards the economic
and political conquest of Morocco became apparent. In 1004
France concinded a secvet treaty with England and Spuin, in
which these two countries recognised Yrance's protectoraie
mandate over Morocco on coudition that the Spamsih zone in
Morocco  should be excluded frcm the protectorate. that a
special international zone should be Jounded in Tangier and
that the economic interests of Greut Britain in Moroced should
be guaranteed (Morocco is a country rich m mineral wealth).

The resuit of the agreement was an energetic attempt on
e part of brance 1o sebiegate the sultan ol Morocco. Bin the
Piench successes brought Germany on the scene. On March
Jlst 19030 the former Kaiser Wilhelin {1 landed unexpectedly
in Tangier and  held a jmgo speech. This <peech  and  the

threatening  alntude of Germany  towards France led 1o the
comocation ol the  International  Algeciras Conference in

January 1600, i which the representatives ol Fuogland, France,
Spain, Itely, the United States, Russiac Sweden snd Mouroen
participated. The hinagl result of the Algeciras Comevence, which
lasted four monihs, was the <o-called “general tresty’ . which
recognised formally the sovereignt of the Sultin of Morocco,
the integrity of his possessions aed the principle of 1he “open
decr” an resrect of the economic interests of all foreign pewers,

At the same tume. messtres were ke (or the crestinn »f o
number of “internation.] institutions”, such as a2 State Bank,
a customs omee, a pohice torce, ete. winch were to be under

the supervisinn of the ireign limy eriatios

But France was not disposad 1o cortene fiselt awvith  the
curtathment of s mtivence it Mornceo, It used the murder ol
a few workmen in Casablarca 2~ 1 pretext br occupying that
town on July Stthy 19070 T the nevt tew vears Prance doguredh
continued 1ts oftensine in Marceeco and on May to1L, at
occupted the town of bel

The French Government appered 1o be noabe very point
of realising s seeret dreams. B Germany arein tertere l
On July st 1901 ahe German canonboat “Panther™ entered the
harbour of - Aaadir. The German demanstrztuion was oot without
etiecr. On November 3the 18110 Germany and ¥ rance cime t) an
agrecment, wliech enabled France 1o proclaim its neotectirate
ot Moroceo atter Giermiamy had been savistied with the (ranster
of a portion of the Congn territory and weh the comisolidation
s econonie mterests o Moroccs The protectorate was
actnally declared on March 3tih, 1ar20 several months Later,
oa November 27th, 19120 a spectal comuenion was auade Dets een
Pron s ard soen o cover the divis onet wthe spheres of interest”
i \oroceo Phe eliboratnon of abe swtus vegulating the inter-
nattonal poscon o Tangier was postponed to a more favouranle
CUCaNe .

lie Treann of Versaille: compelied Germany to give up all
s prebts and clooans i Maoroecn e

RARNE

Prench position n

Morocco was substantially strengthened. On December 17th,
1023, a treaty concerning Tangier was concluded between tny-
land, trance and Spain, whereby all the States which had
participated in the Algecifas Conference were iavited
subscribe to this agreement. Ounly one exception was made. the
Soviet Union received no invitation.

Recently the revision of the “general treaty” and all the
conventions and agreements relating thereto has been demandei
by Spain. As may be assumed from the Geneva journals, Spain
has the intention of calling a new international conference. O
this occasion, too, invitations are being sent to all the States
whose representatives were present at the Algeciras Conference.
but the Soviet Union is again left out.

The note which was published on September Gih, therefore.
protests against this attitude on the part of the great powers.
{he Soviet Union demands that its proper right to partictpue
in the conference which is being prepared ) Spain shoula be
respected. It the conference takes place and the Soviet Govern
mment gets the opportunity of taking part in it, it will not aitend
the conference 1n order to help the capitalist robbers to decilr
the fate of the Moroccan tribes: on the contrary, it wil defend
the interests of these tribes against the Imiperialisis. I 1s iof
this rcason that the Soviet Government is categoricaliy claiming
the right to be represented at the conference. ‘

Will this possibility be allowed to the Soviet Union? it i
highly probable that the initiators ol tie conference, who are
fully aware of the views of our Governwent in regard to colo-
nial problems, will use every means in their power 15 keep the
Soviet delegates away from the conference. il this really happers
the onlv expedient for the Soviet Union is one winch 1t e
lised on several similar occasions (we refer 1o the resolutons
of the international conierence concernig Spiizbergen and ihe
Aland Islands): To declare with the greatest publicity that ot
refuses to acknowledge the resolutions of the coniererce whicit
was not afteided by its representatives.

The Political Struggles in Turkey.
By B. Ferdi.

For some time now bitter political struggles have bew
developing in Turkey. The necessity for the war of independen-:
4id much 1o bridge the gap between the opposing groups. Bul
‘mumediately after the war grave conflicts arose between the cheis
of the Nationalist movement, between Mustapha Kemal and the
best known of the men who had previously supported him in
the tfight, Certain elements which had direct relations with the
p:ofiteering bourgenisie of the big commercial centres, founded
together with a number of pohiticians, who have connect..»)
with feudal families, a kind of political Opposition party unider
the name “The Second CGiroup of Deienders of Liberties”. 11
remainder of the organisation “Union & Progress”, also adonid
an attitude ol opposition 1o the revolutionary acts of 1he
Kemalists. But as a result of the grave antagonisms whicl
appeared in these various tendencies this group could not plv
an unportant role.

At that time the lmyperialist Janger still threatened the
country, It was just before the conclusion of the Treatv o
Lausanne. It was necessary to win the fight by diplomatic me-
thods. Kemal exploited this circumstance as well as his grot
verutaton, and he succeeded o frustraning the rigues of he
opronents. In this wayv the candidates of his party were _;nv!:.
alimost without exception, to win through the constitutionl
eleciion preserived by hinn But alt this could not prevent he
develenment of the opposition.

e Kemalists secmed in all these fights to be invulnerabl:
until the last twelve months or so. Sinee the imsurrections of 10H
however. the sitwation has become more critical day by das.
The Smyina consprracy, however, disclosed the awkwardne
of thoy positon. They govern the country fnan atmosphere of
hatred ani discoatent: These feehings are clearly expressed U
every class of societv. For this reason they were compelied
stsper b Doroeree fres Penand 1o mase a svstem of goveoe
meat st of the enirgeney laws and out of a regime of terio

The explananon ol this state of affairs is to e tound
reculiariy of ihe politcal organisation ot the Kemalists, the
vt Party.

Iis iy the only powerful polttical pacty g Turkey whi
hos o frtinnate enistencee,

Lhe Peanle™s Parts s not a

pobitical parny in the sens
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which is understood in Europe. The dasses, which it allegedly
represents, are not organised in the party. In reality it is an
administrative machine and a very small general staif. The mem-
bers do not do any party work, they have only to make their
regular contributions and to vote for the candidates of the
party when the elections come around. There is never held
a general meeting of the party. Everything is dome by the
parliamentary faction in ra and commumicated to the sec-
tions. In the beginning, at least, the People’s Party was closely
related to the masses of the middle classes, but in the course
of time it has gradually severed this connection in dtder to
be completely free.

No statistics are available concerping the strength and com-
position of the Party. We estiitate that the mumber of its
active memebers does not exceed 500, and the total number
of #ts members will range between 2000 and 3000. According to
the data which we have at hand, we can give the following
sketsch of their composition.

Functionaries or officers (active or in retirement) . 35%
Landed proprietors and provincial magnates . . 25%
Large undertakers, industrialists and merchants . 207
Libaral professions: lawyers, doctors, etc. . 102
Well-to-do farmers . - 1]
Workers . . . . . . . . ... . .. 5%

Total . . 100%

While the People’s Partly doubles its endeavours to deceive
the middle class in order to keep it in tow and thereby rank
3 an organ‘sation representing middle-class interests, it is.
on account of its comiposition forced more and more to pur-
sue the policy of the exploiter-class. This knowledge is common
property. The decline of the People’s Party has two important
Causes:

I. The encouragement which the Party itself gives to its
most influencial members to plunge into economic enterprises.
In a relatively short time the most capable political leaders
of Kemalism, supported morally and materialiy by the Govern-
ment, have bean able to secur: for themselves the most promi-
ient positions in the business world. .

The big concerns need peace at home and the support of
foreign capital i order to develop. Nothing damages their
prosperity more than uncertainty brought about by diplomatic
tension. The Govermment is, therefore, obliged to  settls inter-
nat'onal differences amicably.

2. The second cause of the decline of the People’s Party
must be sought in the svirit and methods nrevailine hefors its
toundation and composition. Kemal won the gratitude of the
people bv successfully leading the armed fights for national
independence. 1t was only after seizing power and disposing of
his political opponznts that Kemal occupied himself with the
task of forming his party. All those who were entrusted with
the organisation and leadership of the partv sections and who
were favoured with important posts in the machinery of state
were selected from the very small circle of Kemal’s™ intimates
and were Forne up by his tremendous prestige. There is practi-
cally nobodv in Government circles who owes his position to
election and 1o tha2 confidence of any social group.

In their general policy the leaders of the People’s Party
are guided by a single thought: They want to have o fre2

ni evervwhere in order to be able to devote themselves to the
realisation of their economic programune. In the same way they
are unanimous in their desire to avoid any conflict, either inter-
nal or external, which might be long drawn out. The reign
of terror which they have instituted in the country was designed
10 nip in the bud everv attemnt to resist their polirv. so that
Mo parliamantary or other fights of doubtful issue might ensue.
The slightast suspicion is justification enough for them to
suppress their supposed opponents with the greatest severity.
They have abused their rower so wilfully that the Democratic
Constitution of the Republic has become a scran of paper. These
practices alienate them from the masses of the peoplz and
deprive them of their prudence as leaders of the masses.

The Kemalists feel only too well that their policy must
be ineffectua! in view of the general discontent which must
of necessity arise among the masses. Their policv throuzhout
indicates their fear of the attitude of the mmasses of the peonle
M ocase of armed conflict. If they were able to rely on the
support of the nrasses thev would have shown much more
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radicalism in the various disputes which they have had with
neighbouring. coumtries and especially in the Mosul questioa.
As they are afraid of the conflagration of civil war, they have
hastened at great sacrifice to come to an understanding with the
respective countries (Treaty of neutrality with France and Persia,
treaty of friendship with Bulgaria and Yugoslavia, compromtise

_with Greece in the question of the exchange ol populations, etc.).

The situation is so strained, the discontent of the masses
so great, that open fights of great dimensions may shortly
be expected. The class which is destined fo appear first upon
the scene is that class ol the bourgeoisie, which we are .inclined
to term the “great bourgeoisie of the old regime” and which -
is composed of representatives and allies ol international fi-
nance. This is the class which is politically best organised.
Famous politicians of ths most various origin (Progressives,
Unionists, “Second Groun”, Independents, etc.) have undertaken
to defend the interests of these important classes. Three tenden-
cies may bz observed in this block, which would, of course,
split up as soon as powear was gained: Firstly, those who are
dependent ‘upon English capital and who advocate a policy of
rapprochement in regard to Great Britain (the leading Progres-
sives); secondly, those who advocate close collabaration with
(erman capital (the “Unionists”); thirdly, those who have no
particular point of view but who still cultivate friendly relations
with the Sowiet Un‘on (cartain Unionists, the remnants of the
“Second Group™). .

The Governmant exploited the last unsuccassful conspiracy
in order to seize upon several of the most prominent personalities
of the Liberal Opposition and a few of them were hung. But
this do2s not signify the dafinite elimination of this opposition.

This ideology is so deeplv rooted in the country that it
cannot be destroyed even though it be deprived of its most
courageous and most capable fighters. The great majority of the
intellectuals, all the officers on half pay and a portion of the
civil servants display sympathy for this mwovement.

The truz and real reaction, which is supportad by the feudal
and momarchist circles, is less to be feared at the moment. It
s a fact that the clerical circles and the regents of the Ottoman
-dynasty are carrying on a secret agitation among the ignorant
population and especially among the poor peasants, and de-
liberately spreading confusion in their minds concerning the
reform of the laity and the unfavourable economic position.
The reactionary campaign will naturally continue until the time
aas arrived when feudalism will be destroyed and the question
of land rcform will be solved in a radical sense.

Finally, there is the question whether a revolutionary move-
ment on the part of the discontented working masses and
especially of the poor peasants is possible. In this direction one
tnay anticipatz any of a number of eventualities: firstly., a sudden
swerving of the Kemalists, who find themselves threatened from
cvery side and see that their salvation lies in the support of the
oppressed classes and, therefore, would arrange their policy
acco-dingly. There is no indication up to the present that a
change of this nature will take place. But if the People’s Party
do2s not comprehend, before it is too late, the necessity of #x-
tending their social basis by attracting the most advanced ele-
ments, their position will be exposed to immediate danger, for
the ross'oility of the formation against them of a coalition of
all the malcontents under the leadership of the city bourgeoisie
mus{ be reckoned with. This is the second highly possihl: even-
tuality. The third possibility consists of a movement on the
part of the working masses. It is the task of the Communists
to prepare and promwofe such a movement.

| THE LABOUR MOVEMENT

The Bournemouth Trades Union Congress.
By R. Palme Dutt (London).

The Bournemouth Trades Union Congress was 3 Congrass
held under a dictatorship — the dictatnrship of the Conservaiiz2
Ciovernment acting in alliancz with the General Council of the
Trade Unions. The Emergency Powers Acl overshadowed the
Congress; -the principal leaders of the opposition. such as Corit-
rades Poilitt and Gaullacher, werz in prison witih hundreds of
the best of the workers. The fraternal delegate of the So it
waerkers, Comrade Temsky. who wouild have eypresssd et -
cism of the General Council. was prevented from attending b
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the Governmen:. The President ruled out of order any discussion
of the two dominating issues — the General Strike and the
Miners’ Lock Out. The Miners, in the midst of struggle, were
bound over by a “pact” between the leaders from expressing
their views.

~Under these circumstance the Congress registered super-
fically a gigantic sweep to the Right — “the most reactionary
Congress ever held in the annals of the British Labour Move-
ment” in the words of Cook. But its decisions bear no relation to
what is happening in the working class.

The suppression of the Opposition, and the visible joint
working of thé Government and the General Council, is the most
oonspicuous feature of the Congress. For the past four years
Comrade Pollitt has been the recognised leader of the Oppo-
sition at the Congress. He was due for releasz from his one
year senfence on September 11; the Congress was on Septem-
ber 5. With the slightest pressure the General Council could
have secured his release the necessary few days earlier. It was
not done; under trade union demand a formal request was made
to the Home Secretary, which was refused, and there the matter
was left. In the same way, with regard to the exclusion oi Com-
rade Tomsky, a formal protest was registered by the General
Council; but the Times came nearer the truth of the position
when it said:

- “The action of the Home Office will relieve the General
Council from a rather embarrassing position... There will
be a secret sense of satisfaction that Tomsky will not be
able to deliver the peculiar kind of fraternal speech which
it is believed he had in contemplation for the occasion.”

(Times 3/9/26.)

What the Government left undone in the way of smoothing
the path for the General Council and silencing opposition, the
General Council machine completed by censoring the agenda,
ruling out debate on the principal issues, closuring discuss‘on
against protest, and wiping out even a semblance of freedom
o? the Congress. The power of the machine may be judged from
this fact: that the whole weight of the Miners’ vote, the strongest
Union and one fourth of the Congress, was directed against
every sitting member of the General Council! and yet this 25%
turnover of votes, which would swamp any ordinary parlinmen-
tary election, produced only one change in the thirty two mem-
bers of the General Council, and that of a relatively unknown
mcmber. *

Thus the deoisions of Bounewcath ars a retlection of the
trade union machine and not of the working class. They repre-
sent the retreat of the trade union bureaucracy from Scarborough.
At Scarborough the force of the rising Left Wing tide in the
working class, ur an atmosphere of viclory from “Red Friday™
and approaching greater struggle, compelled a <show of con-
cession from the machine: seni-revolutionary resolutions wie
passed, for international unity. for greater centralisation, for
the overthrow of capitalisni. for the formation of factory com-
mittees, for the break-up of the capitalist Fmipire; the so-called
Left Wing leaders were at their highest point. These resolutions
were never intended by the machine to be taken seriousty, and
inmeidiatelv after the Congress were shelved and ignored. Once
the Capitulation of May 12 had smashed the working cluss
advance in battle by the coalition of the Government aud the
General Council, the reformist machine could openly abandon
its shams ana rewrn to the normal policy of subservience and
class collabaration. The so-called Left Wing leadors on the Gene-
ral Corncil were completely deflated. and played no role in the
Congress: the deminating Right Wing leaders, such as Virmas
ant Henderson Jid not trouble to atiend. The Congress was left
in the hands of such typical trade union bureaucrats as Pugh,
Bevin -nd Cramnp.

Ihe Chairman’s speech set the tone of the Congress. It was
an expression ol the extreme conseinvaiive viow of e Tunctons
of trade unmionism. “Ihe Trade Unions to-day” he declared “are
as miuch a part of the life of the comnunity as the f.aw Couris
or Parliament iiseli®, The apparent conilict ol Trade Unionism
and the State in the CGeneral Strike (he called it the National
Sirike) was oaccidenialy there was no political infeniion; *‘the
supreme lesson of the national strike is the clear evidence it
adduzed as <howmr that the Trade Union Movenient retained

St abe easontal righmess ot democratic methods™  The
Government attack on hours was mentioned: the remedv lav
in the bailor box. The “tragic situation™ 1w the mming industry

was mentioned; no steps were proposed. A “scientific wage
policy” was the Chairman’s proposal for the future of trade
union policy. The speaker conchuded with a warning against
“mechanical unity” in the international field, and a plea for “to-
leration” at home. In this reactionary speech every living issue
was evaded. :

The principal issues faci
General Strike and the Miners’
the Congress allowed to deal.

The General Strike was ruled out from the agenda on two
grounds; first, that the General Council was not responsible to
report on this to Congress but only to the Special Conference of
Trade Union Executives which had authorised it; and second,
that by the terms of the Jume Pact of the General Council with
the Miners’ leaders no discussion was to take place and the
Special Conlerence was not to be called until after the ending
ol the mining dispute.

The first of these grounds was a direct ruling out of the
control of the General éouncil by the Congress which elects it.
This was explicitly stated by the Chairman, who, in answer to
the question whether “the Conference of Executives is more
authoritative than this Congress” replied. “On this subject, un-
doubtedly”. Thus in future the trade union bureaucracy desires
to be responsible only to the trade union bureaucracy.

The second is even less valid. No private agreement of any
two sets of officials has auny claim to tie the hands of the Con-
press. The Miners’ leaders were fooled into making the agree
ment, which Cook has since declared that he “personally regreis™
and they were fooled again into maintaining 1t at the Congress.
to that they alone defended the General Council from attack at
the Cougress. .

When the small group of Communist delegates pressed ior-
ward the attack on the issue of the General Strike, taking as thet
opportunity the reference back of the section of the General
Council’s report mentioning it, and driving home a morcles
criticism of the treachery and cowardice of the General Council.
Cook intervened to save the General Council. *“1 appeal to Con
gress” he said *in the interests of the men for whomn we aw
fighting. not 1o wash dirty linen”. Immediately after his speech
the debate was stopped, and the vote taken despite protest
The veie-showed 775,000 for the reference back. and 3,003.4M
against. Had the miners’ vote been correctly cast, the vote shou'd
have shown 1,5 millions against the General Council to *wo
millions for it; and the miners, had they put up a hght, could
certainly have carried with them other sections.

Cook’s action in saving the General Council at the Con
gress throws on him a responsibility parallel to theirs, He ha
subsequently stated that had he been free to speak, Tomskys
criticism of the General Council would have been mild in com-
parison to s, No subsequent criticism, when it is too late,
wipe out his action at the Congress.

The treatment of the Miners’ Struggle was even more shame
ful. A resolution was put, not of practical assistance to the
Miners. not even touching on the issues of the miners’ fight. bw
of reli-congratulation of the other Unions on their “genevous
financial assistance” to the miners (“high appreciation of
generous financial assistance, both national and internatoni
which has been afforded to the miners”) and urgiug ab ¢
“subacribing 4o the wtmost™ This when, as Cook hes stad
the Miners have not received as much as 1d per head a weeh
from the British Trade Union Movement, and a on2 per
levy would have in one week brought in more than all ‘»?:_f_
voluntary collection in nineteen weeks; while the “intermitioiv
assistange owside Soviet Russia has consisted, from the Am~ie:
dant International, of 7,5 million tons ot biackley coal and a "¢
at interest. Practical aid, the levy. the embargo. was not allowed
to be touched on. ‘

One Un'on, the Weandworkers, put in a motion for a wb
ey dor the Miners, The motion was not even allowed to be ™
o the Congress. No left wing speaker was allowed to spe»i*<

In thrs shamefal comedy the miners’ oliicials agamn -
teatd by supporting the insulting resolution of the Genur
Conneil, and making no attempt to place the issue of the b
and the embargo betore the Congress.

By these two issues the Congress stands judged. The te
ment ol other “ssitvs was corresponding. Lhe placing »f dire” 5.
powers in the hands of the General Council was not only v
1eeted, but even a resolution in favour of avestigation and e
m oa vears Lme was rejected. so grext was the fear of »
repetition of the situation of Mav. While a formal resolut¥

the Congress were two; the
ight. With neither of these was
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in favour of Internatiomal Unity was carried. a proposal for a
world conference of the Amsterdam and Red Internationals was
opposed by Purcell and rejected by 2,416,630 to 1,237,000. On the
other hand. an emergency resolution, proposed by a Commumist
for the Miners, for “Hands Off China” and “Hands OH Russia”,
was, despite the opposition of cne of MacDonald’s Ministers,
carried by a large majority.

In the re-election of the General Council only two changes
took place. and one of these was bv previous arrangenmant. The
one change by voting replaced a right winger by a Left Wing
official, Hallsworth, who had done some good fighting at the
Congress. Of the 32 seats 17 were “unopposed”. 'Fhis oes not
mean that there was no opposition to the holders, but simply
that by the sectional system of nomination the majority of the
seats are the unchallengeable preserves of the officials of the big
Unions. In this way, Thomas, Bromley, Bevin, Turner, Poulton,
Hicks and others were all “unopposed”, while the majority of
the remainder only had minor officials as opponents and not
represeniatives of the Opposition. A democratic vote of the
delegates would have certainly produced very ditierent results.

The strength of the Opposition (which was almost solely
maintained by the Comntunists and Minority Movement) on the
voting on the main issues never fell below three guarters of a
million. This is a very favourable result, in view of the wor-
kings of the block vote by which many minorities are swamped,
and of the reactionary pressure of every kind, excercised by the
Government and the General Council upon the Congvess. Despite
the official character of most of delegations, the reflection of left-
ward ssmiment in the main body of the delegates was obvious
in several incidents; and the extreme disciplining and nervousness
of the ruling bedy was not without grounds. In fict, one mamber
of the General Council, Conley, stated the position with blazing
indiscretion, when he explained why the General Council was
endeavouring to forbid the affiliation of Trades Councils to the
Minority Movement:

“If the Minority Movement were allowed to afiiliate

Trades Councils and trade union branches, it would within

a short time becom= the majority.”

With this enccuragement the Communists and Minority Mo-
vement can go forward with their work in the Trade Unions
after the Bournemouth Congress, to wipe out its shameful re-
cord and replace the leadership responsible, more confident
than ever in the favourable situation and the certainty of their

advance.

FOR THE UNITY OF THE TRADE UNION |
MOVEMENT |

The Berlin Meeting of the Anglo-Russian
Committee.

Comrad: Andreveyv's Report at the Extraordinary Session
of the Presidium of the Enlarged Cenirai Council of the Trade
t.utons of ihe Soviet Union.

(Connnued.)

Our criticism c¢f the standpoint of the English delegation.

We considered it absolutely necessary to reply to the decla-
ration of the British delegation by expressing, with hundred
pe- cent o} downrightness our opmion of the attitude taken by
the British delegation. This straight-farwardness considerablv
oftended the delegates of the General Cowncii. but it was simply
impossible for us to coin pleasant phrises (A voice: hear. hear!)
after we had he.rd that the British delegation was not prepared
1o discuss. at the meeting of the Anglo-Russian Comnvittee,
practical measures for increasing the aid given to the miners.
After they had declined to do this, wo could not talk to one
another in suavely diplomatic phrases, we could only s:y what
we thought with complete proletarian frankness.

We deciared to them that their 1eply entitled us to place
clearly on record that they do not want the Anglo-Russian
Committec to discuss or deide upon any measures in the que-
stion of increased aid for the miners. The last declaration of the
British delegation, designating our proposals as obsolete, and
as representing a stage long since passed, is {o us a fresh
manceuvre. a fresh stratagem for removing the pressingly im-
porfant fighting question of aid to the miners from the agenda
of the Anglo-Russian Commitiee.

In order to prove this, it is only necessary to recall briefly
the facts: On 28. June the A.U.C.T.U. demanded the imme-
diate convocation of the Anglo-Russian Committee, for the dis-

. cussion of the question of aid to the miners. The Anglo-Russian

Committee did not meet, however, until the 30th July, in Paris.
This was not the fault of the A.U.C.T.U.; the meeting, was
postponed by the General Council. At last the Anglo-Russian
Committee met in Paris. We, the Riissian delegation, were
anxious to have the miners’ question discussed, but were told
that the most important question was that of the declaration
of the A.U.C.T.U,, and that the British delegation was not
authorised to discuss any practical questions, such as the miners’
question. This questjon was accordingly removed from the
agenda. This was the second step taken by the General Council,
the second attempt, to draw back from the question of aiding
the miners. ,

And now the third factor: the disagreement with regard
to the successive order of the points of the agenda at the Berlin
meeting of the Committee, and the obstinacy with which the British
delegation contended against the placing of the miners’ question
as first item on the agenda, -were not accidental. The British
delegation wanted to discuss the miners’ quesiion as something
of secondary importance.

The fourth stage of their strategy was the declaration thai
our proposals are out of date.

‘1o this last declaration we replied: Very well. Let us assume
that our proposals possess no practical value. What do you
propose? What practical improvement have you to suggest to
cur proposals? Were you willing, at the meeting of the Anglo-
Russian Comrnittee, to examine our proposals point by point,
and to make counter proposals, .instead of contending for a day
and a half against any discussion of the question whatever? Did
{ou try anything of the sort? No, we observed nothing of the
cind. The British delegation did not make the slightest attempt
to examine our proposals point by point, they mier2ly made a
general declaration (o the efiect that they rejected them as a
whole. This shows the nature of the “sincerity” with which they
have been desitous of practically discussing the miners’ question,
and of increasing (e necessary aid lor the miners. -

In reply to the objection that our proposals are out of
date, and that they are already being carried out. we answered:
Let us at least examine our mosi imporiant proposals: TIs the
question of material aid then out of date? Is it unnecessary
1w increase the material aid being given? Have all necessary
neasures been taken? s the international reliel campaign ade-
guate? Is the Amsterdam Infernational doing anything remo-
tely resembling an action of proletarian solidaray, or remotely
rellecting even the idea that it is mobilising tile international
iabour front in the aid o! the miners?

With reference to Comrade Purcell’s words, | must mention .

to you some of the figures referring to the material aid which
has been sent frcm home and abroad. Up to the present the
miners have received 740,000 pounds, of which about 500,000
have come from us. the rest having been collected in England
and in other countries. When this sum is divided among the
whole of the miners. we find that oui of every eighieen pence
received per miner per week, eleven pence hos e from the
workers of the Soviet Unton. Does this show that the material
aid has been adequate? Does it look as if e Geaneral Council
had exeried every endeavour to induce the Amsterdam Inter-
national and the Industrial Internationzls to give all ihe aid in
their power? No, nothing of the kind. Svrelv the want and
privation suflered by the miners, and the length of the severe
struggle. must give rise to anxiety as to the issue of the strike.
But vou assure us that everything has been done, everything
carried out, all available possibilities utilised. etc.

With respect to material aid we promased such measures
as would have made it rossible now fo snsu-e f~- the mirer
2 cerfain guaranteet and constant ard, not a hephazard and
occasional aid on the principle of: If there are collections, 1t
is a good thing; if there are none. the ininers can receive
nothing, etc. We proposed much more iasdarmental rensures:
We proposed. and undertook to carry out the measures in onr
own country, a one per cent levy on the wages of ali members
of trade umions for the duration of the strike. (Voices: Quite
right.) This measure would have ensuied essential siocess. Hed
this measure been carried out in England. in Russia, and in
other countries, then it would have been a very real support.
enabling the miners to continue their struggie. Was this measure
carried out? Was it discussed even once by the vieneral Coun-
cil? No, not even once.
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Has everything rossible been done in the question of the
embargo on coal ana other fuel? Our English delegation decla-
red that everything has been considered. In that case what is the
meaning of Churchills's assertion that no less than one million
tons of coal are being imported into England weekly? (s this
scab coal noi the most important weapon in the hauds of the
vovernment and the coalowners, enabling them fo starve ou:
the miners? Here is the chief danger, and to this we have
drawn attention. Has the General Council taken any steps in
this direction? Has the General Council, on its own initiative,
taken any steps towards proposing that ihe separate unions
should carry out these measures in the interests of the miners?
None whatver,

The General Council has not done this even oace, although
the representatives of the General Council assured us that they
liave examined into this question, discussed it with the separate
rnions, and hud considered the embargo on coal and tuel tran-
sport as possible of accomplishment, ew. It is hypocrisy, alter
all this, 1o declare that cur proposals are onr{ ot date. On uo
single occasion has the General Council, on its own initiative,
proposed to any transport workers' union the actual carrying
out of this measure. Not once has the General Council appeale!
to either the Amsierdam Internationd or to the Transport
Workers’ Federation, with the request that the fatter should
rrovide for the carrving out of this measure outside of Eng-
fand, etc. And now we are told that our proposals are out of
date, and this when in England a large number of trade coun-
cils -— for instance in Liverpool, Glasgow, Manchester, Bristol,
{.ondon —, and various sections of the [ransport Workers™ and
Ratlwaymen’s Unions have declared themselves in favour of an
embargo on the transport of coal and otker tuel, whilst the
Cieneral Council has taken no steps in the matter,

We further proposed that the General Council should
exercise determined pressure non the govermuent through the
Labour Party. in order to lorce the govermment 1o cease its
direct support of the mincowners. The represeniatives of the
Cieneral Council told us that they have done everything: The
Labour Party 1s taking all necessary steps, ete. ete. But have
we heard one single energetic declaration on the part of the
Labour Party, calling upon the Conservative governmeit to
ibandon its support of the mineowners? No. nothing of the
kind. And vet the representatives of the General Council have
declared that this is being done. Comrades. the Olympian tran-
quillity with which the Fnglish deiegates dealt with this question
literally disgusted us. The refusal to discuss the question of
international aid for the miners signifies that the miners remain
in their isolited position, that they must continne to light alone,
with the evident nrospect of defeat. And if the question of the
smbargo i~ simplyv  shelved., what does this mean? [t means
objective aid lent to the enemyv, it means that the enemies ol
the miners are permitted to- retin in their hands the weapom
of scab cool. a weapon with which they can win the ficht. The
failure to force the Labour Party to eiercise nressure on the
government means. objectivelv regarded, that the Counservative
covernment is 1o be given a free hand 10 smash the miners.

1Tt is sul) declared. alier all this, aud alier o serioas
mezsures whatever have been taken i aid »f the miners, that
cnr nroposals are out of date, then this is smaply bypocrisy,
oot more than that. Btomeans that the  proposals of the
LULC T UL are being derided. though these prorosals have
heen suhmitted inoall seriousness — and with the sincere wish
that thev might be put into prachice - to the mtual examinatinn
of the Anglo-Russian Comnmitice.

We cinnot judyge the attitude of the English delegation other -
wise e this

A durther objection: The Anglo-Russiun Comnuttee is not
comretent to evannae into this cuestion.

The constitution of the Aaglo-Russian Commnttee. anl the
urrases dor which it was fhuvded. are in themselves safticion
evidence that the Commpristee cannot pass over the questiom ol
he muners” siocbes Tt underishes nothine o thas questoon,
sill greeativ detroct from ats guthoritv an the eves of the broad
masses ob the we kers, for the ammicdicte duty of the Convnittes
Teothe oo stresgle auainst the capialist oflen<ive, ard !

ad This s sted <o e woards i the Teemer decisians
nd resalutions S oghe Anglo-Ruscn Corientitee We declared
that wcer the sepresennatioes of dhe VUG UL vews b ahie
ST tar IVoas 1 guestion i oaction and et o calk. oo
T o Rassian Comrnittee were ' Bircher the caase

al anereass oo vae the miners this wounld be a wrear factoy
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towards the establishiment of real unity, of a real trade union
international. We declared further that we stand for the Anglo-
Russian Committee, but are decidedly opposed to its being con-
verted into a debating society, and will energetically combat any
policy tending to transform the Anglo-Russian Commuttee into
an institution for general discussions on unity. The Anglo-
Russian Committee must be a real organ for the struggle for
unity, and its basis must be the struggle against the capitalis:
offensive. That is how we understand the tasks and functions
of the Anglo-Russian Committee, but you, the Eaglish dele-
gation, speak of the incompetence and lack of authority of the
Committee.

We declared to the English delegation that aiter all the:
have done, aiter dealing the first blow at the Anglo-Russian
Cominittee in Paris, they now deal the second in refusing tc
discuss the question of aid to the nuners. The workers can form
no other opinion of your attitude, for the working masses arc
waiting impatiently to know what the Committee savs about aid
for the miners. You will not discuss this guestion, and thereb:
vou endanger the whole existence of the Committee.

The threat to dissolve the Committee.

The representatives oi the General Council declared thu,
after the reply miade by the Russian delegation to their decia-
ration on the question of aid for the miners, it was possibiv
that the General Council, aiter taking cognisance of the repor:
ol its delegation, would raise the questiorn ol the dissolution
of the Anglo-Russian Cowmitiee. This was said by various mem-
bers of the British delegation,

Why should the General Council raise the quesiion of the
dissolutton ol the Anglo-Russian Commitiee? What cause has
arisen? You are anxious for dissolation because we, the Russian
delegation, have told vou the truth to vour faces, and becaus.
yvou do not want to discuss the practical side of the questiow
of aid to the miners. Dissolve the Committee 1f vou want ©
But take the initiative of dissolving it upon yourselves, for we
shall not do it; we shall endeavour 10 make the Anglo-Russias
Conunittee what it was intended to be in reality, and not oni:
in name. if vou will, take this initiative and dissolve the Com
mittee, after first dealing it a further blow. Do this, and thes
see what the masses of the English workers will say 1o you
and to what extent they will support your action.

We have told vou that our indignation is roused at the
tranquillity with  which the British delegotion deals with
question of such extreme importance as that of the mining cou
flict. The strugygle has been dragging on for four wonths, The
present stage is one which may end in deteat, and vet .0
decline our prorosals at such a monient with periectly Olympian
cglm. This is beyond our comprehension. We, the representa-
tives of the A.U.C.T.U.. cannot adopt suck a calm attitude
with regard fo this guestion. Our experiences have taught u
what class warfare means. We have sufiered more than on-
defeat in this warfare, and we hive learnt how we should or
ganise, and what we must do during the struggle. if we are
o qain the victory. Such Olympian tranguillity is beyond u-
in face of such a struggle as the minig conthet.

I now come to the last objection raised. that of “me
ference” and “dictation”. We have held this o be a very seris
recusation. and have considered it necessaiy to uolest agans
the assertion that the Russuan Unions are anxious o avploit the
Angio-Russian Conunittee lor ihe purpose of getang nto ther
hands a dictatorship over the Unglish tride union movenen'
We have been told in <o many words that we were trying ™
write textbooks for the English trade union movement. The
15 perfecth ridiculous. Who wants to do any such thing?

Al we want i< o offer our sincere help. The assertion the
we want 1o take over the immediate leadershin of the Englis
trade umton movement is a lie and a slanaer. We cre sware i
the Lnulish bourgeols press s now spireading abroad repoit
that Moscow is trving 10 seize the leadeiship over Englan:
aver the bBoglish labour miovement, and that we rre atem; 26
o midke the Anglo-Rassian Commintee a ol by which we g
the deadervhin of the Besh rade vion moy ement. The moo =
ol the Do gecasie in specading dhiese reports are Jlear enoig”
Lo thelr Bt desire iy the Mosi rapnd possiile rupture betwe
e working chiss of Poglind amd the oot Umen, But it
neterthv o anccniprehensidble ty o ous hat this gesertian is  four!
i the responsibic declarariomns ide by representaives of
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British trade unions, the representatives of the British working
class, It is perfectly incomprehensible to us that such a slander
can be taken over by the inembers of the British delegation.
We raise the most energetic protest aganst this. We have decla-
red that we have not submitted our proposals with the pur-
pose of forcing our will upon anybody, but for the purpose of
having our proyposals accorded careful consideration, point by
point. If we have lormulated our propositions incorrectly, we
shall be pleased to have them corrected. All this is a necessary
stage of joint discussion, in order that the decisions of the
Anglo-Russian Committee may be laid betore the General Coun-
cil and the A.U.C.T.U. lor confirmation. Is there any single
element of dictatorship in this» Nothing of the kind. We are

anxious for a joint discussion of questions, such discussion -

as formerly took place at the meetings of the Anglo-Russian
Committee, and it is untruthful and slanderous fo maintain
that we want to influence the English trade union movement
through the medium of the Auglo-Russian Commiittee. We know
periectly well that the British working class. and the British
working class alone, can lead the British trade union movement
and correct its faults. We, of course, reserve the right of free
criticism, like any other organisation. This is an inviolable
right possessed by every division of the international labour
moveitent. But the immediate leadership, and the correction of
the faults of this leadership. are tne task of the British working
ciass itself, and of the British working class alone,

We do not disguise the fact that the General Council pur-
sued a wrong policy in the general strike. that it has rendered
the struggle of the miners extremely dilficult, and has struck
the miners a severe blow. We are, however, of the opinion that
oly the British working class, and no one else, can correct
these errors. We g¢an criticise, we can impart our experiences,
we can give ouy advice. But this cannot in the least be regarded
as an attempt at dictatorship etc. It is the task of the English
working class to make good the mistakes, and we hope that
it will show itseli capable of doing this.

I should like to draw attention to a very characteristic factor
in the attitude of the British delegation. At the meeting the
chairmen of the delegations spuke most Jrequently. Thus I in
my capacity as chairman of our delegation spoke oftener than
the others of our delegation. and the main attack of the British
delegation was directed against me. The British delegation said
in so manv words that Andrevev's speeches followed a certain
line, that he was steering for a runture in the Anglo-Russiin
Committee. and that the speeclies of some of the other Soviet
delegates took a diilereni line to Aundrevev's.

This aititude on the part of the British delegation is an
extremely characieristic attemipt to make out that there are dille-
rences in our ranks, whilst in reality there are no such difte-
rences. Our dclegation has maintamed perfect unanimity. But
the English delegation lound it necessary to discover some
deviating lires,

This is highly important, Tor e this manner an entrely
wrong impression of the state of affairs might be given after the
return of the British delegation. We were obliged to take this
argument out of their hands belorehand. Our delegation brought
forward the following dectaration, with four signatures:

“Attempts have been made, in the speeches of Coirades
Citrine and Swales, to 1uake a dilference betwven the line
represented bv comrade Andreyev and that of other mem-
bers of the Russian delegation who have spoken.

To 1his the delegation declares that Comrade Andrevev
-- the chairman of our dJelegation — detends entirely and
completely that line and standpoint corresponding to the
instructions given to the delegation by the A.U.C.T.U.

The deiezation declares that it is in entire and perfect
agreement with the speecties and declarations made bv
Comrade Aundreyev at the piesent meeting of the Anglo-
Russian Committee.”

Ugarov. Lepse. Schwarz, Melnitschansky.
The declaration of the British delegation on the miners’ question.

I have deseribed the whole course of the discussion oit the
Question of aid for the miners. At the close of the Jebates we
received a written declaration from tie Eaglish deiegation. |
must read this deciaration:

“The British representatives in the Anglo-Russtan Com-
mitlee, having becumne acquainted with tie resolution ot the
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Russian represeniatives, desire to siate their general conclu-

sions in respect to the said resolution.

The British delegates must consider the resolution in the
light of the practical results which could be obtained by such
a declaration.

Taking into consideration the insistance with which the
Russian representatives demanded the examination of the
ﬁuestion of the British mining conilict in the first order, the

ritish representatives supposed that the Russian represen-

tatives would have proposals indicating lines of activity and
sources of aid to the British miners which have not up to
now been investigated or utilised.

The British representatives have already frequently stated
they are ready to examine and report to their own (rade union
centre any practical proposal coming from the Russian repre-
sentatives and which could extend the steps already taken
and the efforts made by those charged with conducting the
same. :

The resolution does not do this, and its proposals in
respect 10 the various organisations mentioned in it, if they
were to be accepted by the Anglo-Russiari Committee, would
not give any additional practical efiect whai-cever, and would
also not give the desired aid to the British ininers. but on
the contrary, at the present would be harmnful for the cause
of the miners as the result of international complications which

. might thereby be evoked.

In respect to the proposed condemnation of the I. F. T. U.
(Amsterdam) for its supposed inactivity, the British delegates
are of the opinion that this item is outside the jurisdiction
of the Anglo-Russian Committee, and also ‘that they cannot
give their signature to such decisions.

The question of an embargo on coal itmported to Lng-
land has been thoroughly examined both {rom the national
and international aspect by the coupetent organs. and the
Anglo-Russian Conunittee has not means at its disposal for
nutting into force such a policy, while the nroposed manifesto
to the organs indicated would be correctly estimated as an
absolutely unjustified interference.

Scurces of possible financial aid have already been tho-
roughly investigated, and all steps have been taken for full:
utilising the national and international arparatus for thic
object. The resolution does not envisage anvthing at all tha
is new or that is capable of giving greater results.

The British Labour Party during the entire mining con-
flict has shown its readiness in all possible cases to utilise
the moment for & struggle against the position of the British
Government. It has all the time been in close contact with the
Miners’ Federation for this purpose.

The British delegates have already expressed their appre-
ciation of the support and material aid of the Russian trade
unions to the British miners, and are sure that the resolution
is evoked by the sincere desire to ensure full possibie suppon
from all possible sources. but this suppori would not be
attained with acceptance of the resolution.

If the Anglo-Russian Committee were to take upon itsell
powzrs which do not belong 1o it this, as has alreudy been
indicated, would be looked upon as interference. and would
neither bring practical aid to the miners. nor aid to the cavse
of International Unity.

Therefore the British representatives cannot agree to
joint acceptance of the resolution, but at the same time wili
repoit to their General Council about it.”]

“

Tiis was the English declaration, to which we replied with
the following declaration:

Declaration of the Delegation ot the A. U.C.T1.L.

“The delegation of the A.U.C.T.U. submitted to the
meeting of the Anglo-Russian Comnitiee a draft ol proyosals
referring to practical measures for helping the locked out nriners
in England, to the end that the 4 points comprising this
drait should be examined by both sides of the Angio-Russizu
Commutiee. and the measures agrecid upon then [uid buiore
the General Council and the \.U.C.1.U Tor tinil exami-
nation and confirmaton.

After the declaration of the delegation of the Genera!
Council, tn the ellect that the delewation i+ 1t in agreentent
with the proposals of our delegauon with ty ad
jor the miners, the delegation of the \. U C 1.1

reg.d
nlaces ol
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record that the British delegation does not wish any decisions
to be come to on the part of the Anglo-Russian Committee
on behalf of increased aid for the miners.

The main object of our proposals was to aid the struggle
of the miners in every possible way, and aimed at making
every possible effort, under the present difffcuit conditions, to
aid the struggle of the miners to victory. :

The object of our proposal for carrying out the coal
embargo was to deprive the English mmeowners and govern-
ment of their main weapon for crushing the strike by scab coal.
This proposal aimed at a united action in support of the
ighting miners on the part of the transport workers of Eng-
land and other couniries. The Enghsh delegation, however,

rejected this proposal. This attitude of the British delegation -

implies a continuation of that inactivity on the part of the
General Council which has led to the actual isolation of the
miners in their struggle.

A number of our proposals on the increase ol material
aid for the miners contained on the one hand a criticism of
the impermissible passivity of the leaders of the Amsterdamn
International and the Industrial Internationals in the question
of aid. and on the other hand suggestions of various measures
the acceptance of which would have undoubtedly caused the
Anglo-Russian Committee to increase the material aid given
the miners. The British delegation refused to accept these pro-
posals. We can form no other estimate of this attitude of the
British delegation than to designate it as an attempt to veil
the criminal incativity of the leaders of the Amsterdam Inter-
national and the Industrial Internationals, an inactivity fre-
quently changing over into active resistance against help for
the miners, and on the other hand as a sign of a lack of
desire to suprort the miners in their struggle .by teans of
strengthening the organisation of material aid, both in Fng-
land itself and internationally. Our draft contained the pro-
posal that the General Council should appeal to the Labour
Party to demand from the Conservative government that the
latter cease its policy of supporting the mineowners against
the miners. But the British delegation did not agree even with
this proposal. Such an attitude on the part of the delegation
of the General Council gives a frec hand to the Conservative
government and to the mineowners to continue {o vxert their
whole forces agaiust the miners as belore.

The arguments brought forward agumst our draft by the
General Council, as il our proposals had no practical import,
and as if the General Council was already iy the act of carrving
them out, merely wean an attempt on the part of the British
delegation to avoid any practicai discussion of the yuestion
of aid for the miners bv the Anglo-Russian Committee, for
the General Council has not once expressed itself in favour
of the embargo. nor once reco:nmended that these measures
be carried out by fie transport workers’ unions of England,
and by the Internaiional fransport Workers' Vederation. as a
means by which help is o be given o the miners. The
General Council has made no use of nis mfluence and its
anthority, either 1n Fngland by the organisation of a regular
material support for the miners, or internationally by promo-
ting the organisation of an international relief through the
Amsterdam International. Not once has the General Council
demanlded expressiy from the Labour DParty that the later
should require the Conservative governmeni to abandon its
support of the mineowncrs. To declare, under such circum.
stances. that our proposals are out of date, means in reality
a frustration of the proposals made by the A.U.C. T.U. in
aid of the miners.

It need not be said that the delegation of the A U.C.T. UL,
when bringing forward these proposals in aid of the miners.
did not m the least expect that this draft wauld not be supple-
mented, during the course of the joint discussion, by a numper
of vorrertions and alterations. We should have been nrepared
to exanmune with the greatest attention any proposal from the
British delegation with respect to increased aid for the miners.
But the Brinch delezation expressed no desire whatever for
the jJoint examination of our provosals. And the British dele-
gition, whitst raising cbivctions 19 Gur whole draft, did not
bring forward one sinpie proposal for the joint examination
ot the agenda question of aid for the nuners. A this is a
iosh ool that e deteoation of the General Council has no
wish thar the \nglo-Russian Commuttee shounld elhparate am

mieastres for increasing the aid given o the miners,
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Such an attitude as this ‘'on the part of the delegation of
the General Council at a moment when the miners’ struggle
assumes so acute a form, we consider to be entirely imper-
missible. We are confident that this attitude is opposed tfo the
feeling of the broad masses of the fighting miners.

The attempt made by the British delegation to relegate
the discussion and determination of measures in aid of the
miners to a sphere outside of the jurisdiction of the Anglo-
Russian Committee is merely another attempt to bring about
a rupture in the Committee, and another blow against the
friendship and unity of the Anglo-Russian trade union mo-
vement.

The whole aim and character of the Anglo-Russian Con-
mittee means that the Anglo-Russian Committee represents an
organ in the trade union movement of both countries for the
struggle for international trade union unity, and for the
struggle against the capitalist offensive. It is clear that the
Anglo-Russian Committee cannot simply pass over such an
important event as the lockout of the miners in England, and
that it must hasten to adopt measures in relief of the fighting
miners. '

We declare once more that the trade unions of the Sovie
Union consider the continued existence of the Anglo-Russiun
Committee to be necessary. We shall however continue 1o
make it our endeavour that the Angio-Russian Committer
shall actually realise the hopes and wishes placed in it by the
working masses of England and of the Soviet Union, that i
we shall endeavour to increase the activity of the Committer
in its work for trade union unity and against the capitalist
offensive.

We protest energetically against the declarations contained
in the speech of Comrade Pugh. in which he tried to make
out that the trade unions of the Soviet Union were anxious
to seize upon the leadership of the English tradz union move-
ment. We are fully aware that only the English working clas
can lend the lnglish trade union movement, and we are con-
vinced that if the leaders of the English trade union movemen:
commit what are in our opinion errors, adont a wrong att-
tude towards the miners' struggle. and lead the movemer
wrongly, then the FEnglish working class will correct th~
leadership out of its own resources.”

I must say that our declaration was received with grer
anuoyance by the British delegation. They declared that we. the
Russian unions, were taking the initiative of causing a runture
in the Anglo-Russian Committee. We refuted this argumew
decisivelv in our subsequent speeches. and declared the arg -
went 10 be a shifting of responsibilitv. After divcussinn the
British delegation made the following brief declaration in refh
to ours:

“The British delegation express disagreement with the
attacks on their motives and sincerity contained in the Russin
statement, and categorically refute the accusations contrinad
in this statement.

They assert their amazement that their well thought o
arguments and explanations evoked such a renly. and regre
the present act of the Russian delegates, which is withon
precedent.

Finallv, we desire to draw attenticn to the considcrniﬂf
difference between accepting the declaration and putting st
a declaration into efiect.”

We delt ourschves iustificd in not replving again with 2
written declaration. as so many declarations had already bewn
made. We restricted ourselves to once more confirming the
portance of our declaration.

This ended the discussion on the miners” cuestion. (Voices:
“Itis verv hidle!™) T must make mention of the fact that th>
discussien occupied one and a half davs.

Trade Union unity.

We now came to the second point on the agende. 1o i
discassion on the unity question. This ook mch less tie We
jirst heard a number or formal stateaients by Comrade Citrine
upon  the deaisions passed. ete. the British delegation nadt
no propasais ot their oan on the question of unity.

Whiy standpoint was adopred by our  delegation? W
critivsed  the impernissible delay  with which the decisione
ot the Avgio-Ruscar Conmmttee made last December were being
nutointe et We declared that this delay was  especia
impermisscble, aiothe present time when the capitalist oftensit



No. 63

was increasing, when the war danger was becoming greater
every day, and when the struggle for the unity of the working
class should therefore become more and niore active. We
declared further that we for our part were doing everything
that had been demanded by the decisions of the Anglo-Russian
Committee. We carried on a fairly lengthy correspondence
with Amsterdam on the ?jnestion of the convocation of a con-
ference between the A.U.C.T.U. and Amsterdam, without
preliminary conditions, in order to discuss the unity question.
Amsterdam declined to call such a conference, and thus the
carrving out of the December resolution of the Anglo-Russian
Committee was frustrated by the Amsterdam International.

Although the Plenum of the AU.C.T.U. had not passed
any decision on the subject, the fact, that our trade union func-
tionaries are occupying themselves more and more with the
idea of undertaking fresh steps in the unity question, induced
us to feel it our duty to bring a new proposal at this meeting
of the Anglo-Russian Committee. This proposal was to the
effect that the Committee should now get a joint conierence of
Amsterdam and the R.1.L.U., participated in by those national
organisations which belong to neither Internafional. We sub-
stantiated this motion by stating that this corresponds better
with the correct standpoint in the unity question than do the
decisions of last year’s Berlin meeting of the Anglo-Russian
Committee, and that on the other hand this idea has much
support, both within -the trade union movement of the ‘Soviet
Union and in the British trade unions. We know that the
Engineers’ Union — and ‘this is a very large organisation in
England — and the Garment Workers’ Union will submit reso-
lutions to the coming Bournemouth conference, demanding the
ooavocation of a conference betweenr Amsterdam and the R. . L. U.
The English delegates energetically objected to this proposal.
They said that this question was absolutely new to them, they
had not discussed it and were thus not authorised to deal with
it, and that they could not by any means declare themselves
in agreement with our proposal. In this respect all we could
do was to yield to the British delegation on this matter. but we
told them that we are prepared to withdraw our proposal for
the present, but only on condition that the Anglo-Russian Com-
mittee categorically confirms its last year's decisions, according
to which the General Council undertakes to call a conference
between Amsterdam and the Russian trade unions, without
preliminary conditions, and that for the convocation of this
conference the earliest date possible be fixed. The British dele-
gation accepted this proposal, as a result of which the following
resolution on the question of unity was passed:

1. The Anglo-Russian Joint Advisory Conunittee. at its
Fourth Session, held in Berlin on August 23, 24, 25, 1920,
having considered the International situation and the task
of the working class arising from this situation, unanimously
confirms the necessity of more decisive steps for the inter-
national unity of the International Trade Union Movement
and the creation of a single International of Trade Unions.

The present meeting of the Anglo-Russian Committee
observes with regret that the attempt to reach unity by means
of summoning a conference of the I.F.T.U. with the A.U.
C.T.U.. made at the Berlin meeting of the Anglo-Russian
Committee in December, 1925, did not meet with success in
view of the disinclination of the LF.T.U. to agree to the
summoning of such a conference with Russian unions without
preliminary conditions.

2. Despite this the Anglo-Russian Commiittee will continue
with still greater energy to insist on the establishment of
real unity of the International Trade Union Movement.

3. As a first and substantial step in this direction the
Anglo-Rusian Committee confirms its decision taken at the
Berlin Conference, according to which the General Council of
the British Trade Union Congress should immediately fulfil
the obligation undertaken by the Anglo-Russian Conference.
and afterwards ratified by the General Council and the British
Trade Union Congress, namely, the obligation {o call, upon
its own initiative and under its observation, a preliminary
conference without any restrictive conditions, between the
LF.T.U. and the Russian unions.

The Anglo-Russian Committee reconnnends the General
Council of the British Trade Union Congress to summon this
conference not later than the end of October.

This is all that i have to report on the work of the Anglo-
Russian Committee.
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Gur most important conclusions.

_ 1 believe the first conclusion which we have to draw from
this report is that, unfortunately, our worst anticipations have
been realised with regard to the atfitude taken by the British
delegation in the question of aid for the miners: The British
delegation has shown through and through that it does
not want to increase the aid given to the fighting miners,
nor to utilise the whole authority of the Anglo-Russian Com-
mittee for this purpose. This attifude on the part of the British
delegation, and in consequence of the General Council, cannot
be regarded as anything else than a continuation of that line of
policy -leading objectively to inaction, and to the complete iso-
lation ol one of the most decisively important groups of the
English proletariat. We for our part have done our utmost.
The Russian trade unions and the Russian workers are doing
everything possible with respect to material aid. We repeat that
we do not think of taking credit 1o ourselves for this. We are
merely fulfilling our most elementary proletarian class duty.
And at the same time we have done all in our power, in our
capacity as one of the parties forming the Angla-Russian Com-
nuttee, to bring forward the question of increased international
aid. May every Russian worker, every miners’ delegate here
present, and every British worker, know that the Russian trade
unions have done all that is in their power. lhe General
Council is to blame that the sincere wishes and sincere propo-
sals of the Russian trade unions as o increased aid for the
fighting miners have not been met. The whole responsibility
for the possible defeat of the strike thus rests solely with the
General Council.

The attitude adopted by the British delegation at this mee-
ting has completely confirmed the correctness of our criticism
of the Ceneral Council, contained in our declaration in our
resolution on our report on the Paris meeting of the Committee.
This is the first conclusion which we are inevitably obliged o
draw from the results of the Berlin meeting ol the Anglo-Russian
Coemmittee.

With respect to the fate of the Anglo-Russian Committee.
in my opinion we may draw the follcwing conclusion. We stand
for the Anglo-Russian Committee. and we stand by cur former
standpoint of maintaining the Anglo-Russian Committee — both
the Russian and the British workers should hear this. But we are
opposed to the Anglo-Russian Conmittee’s remaining an
Anglo-Russiar Committee in name only. whilst in reality it turns
aside from everything expected from it by the working masses
of England and the Soviet Union. We stand for the Anglo-
Russian Commiitee, but we are opposed to the represent-tives
of the General Council transforming the Anglo-Russian Com-
mittee into a diplomatic debating society for the English and
Russian trade union leaders. We are opposed to this. for it
would be 2 highly unprofitable business. (I aughier Voices:
Hear, hear.)

We, the leaders of our trade union movement, have had
to leave all the urgent business of our own unioas. and --
although each one of us has dozens of duties of his own — run
round ahroad for a month and a half, in order to take part in
the session of the Anglo-Russian Committee, without having
achieved any result in the main question. in that main guestion

‘in which the workers of the Soviet Union and of England ex-

pected posiiive results. This is exceedingly unprofitable.

I repeat once more that we stand for the Anglo-Russian
Committee. and we shall not depart from this principle, but we
shall exert our utmost efforts to make the Anglo-Russian Com-
mittee a real organ of the struggle for unity, of the struggle
against the capitalist offensive. for it is only If' ﬂys is accom-
plished that the Committee will be able to fulfil its aims, and
maintain its authority among the broad masses of the Russian and
British proletariats. We must however place on record that
the attitude taken bv the British delegation has dealt a severe
blow at the authority of the Anglo-Russian Commitee. This
is the second conclusion which we draw from our estimate of
the last session of the Anglo-Russian Committee. ,

The third conclusion is a very obvious one: that the miners
struggle is the common struggle of the whole proletarian class.
the common struggle of not only the Fnglish prolefariat. but ol
the international proletariat, and that this fight of the miners
has becomie ihe focus around which the first decisive battle h:s
being fought in the conilict between international capital Ia_(nc,i'“!\'t]
international working class, this struggle between the Engli;
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working class and binglish capital. The capitalists are awaning
the issue of the miners’ struggle in order 1o extend their attack
to other branches of industry. This applies to other countries as
well. ANl this characterises the nature ol the miners' struggle
as an essentially class struggle, and therefore it must be given
the umted aid of the whole international labour moveme:nt.

The fourth conclusion which we may draw is that the
poussibility of the miners’ being victorious is now completely
bound up with political fighting questions. ['he present Conser-
vative government has already taken sides. with perfect frank-
ness and 100 per cent definiteness, with thé coalowners. The
Conservative power, the ruling party in Lngland, has taken
Jefinite sides wich the mineowners, and is fighting hand in
hand with these against the miners. The miners have now to
light, not only against the coalowners, but against the bourgeois
<tate opposing them. And more than this, the miners have now
10 fight in a direct struggle against the present Parliamcin. for
this Parliament has lent direct support to the colliery o' ners
by passing the eight hour law. This means that the miners have
10 combat not only the mineowners, but cannot hope to gain the
victory without successfully combating the Conservauve go-
vernment and the Parliament at the same time. The completely
class character of the English constitution is now being :nade
plain to the workers of England, for this constitution is being
utilised against the miners.

The mriners are extremely inclined to give way with respect
to negotiations. but their _viefding attitude has simplv been deri-
ded by the government. Thus the struggle so snccessiuly com-
menced by thie British workers can only be brought to a vic-
rious end as a struggle aga'nst the employers and against the
Conservative government,

The E'nglish miners cannot win the victory alone. This is the
conclusion which must be drawn from events by the Fnglish
miners and the English working class.

The fifth conclusion is that reiormism has exposed itself
in all its nakedness in the English strike. Reformism does not
recognise class warfare, and fear< it. The attitude adnpted by
ihe reformist leaders. especially the leaders of the Amsterdam
International, in the question of the aid to be given to the
miners, is an attitude which not only objectively luils (o help
the miners. but actually lends support to their enemies. Not a
penny has been received from Amsterdam tor the miners. Am-
~terdam has given monev at the rate of 4' .7, interest, but this
looks such more like usury than the exercise of international
solidarity. This ts no weapon from the prolefarian clase arcenal,
it is an attitude entirely alien to the proletarian movement,
Reformism has completely unmasked atseli with the adoption
of this attitude.

In conclusion. we must state with all definiteness: In <pite ol
the above described results of our negotiations with the repre.
sentatives of the General Conuncil. we declare that the Russian
s not ouly maintain their standpoint with regard 10 material
4id. but will strive with even greater energy for an increase ol
this relief action. to the end that the mmers mav carry oft the
vivtory,

The A.U.C. T. U. on the Results of the
Berlin Meeting
of the Anglo-Russian Committee.
Moscow, 1st September 1026,

Comrrade Andreiev the chairman ol the Russian deicgation
o the Berlin meeting of the Anglo-Russian Committee rc:urlsd
apon the procecdings o this mectng 1o the Central Counit of
Sy et Latour Unons in the preszance ot the muners deizgation.
Vidreres stressed the tact that the Russian delegation b4 pro-
#ased eonereie mzasures for the support of the Brnsh miners
w be cartied omoon the part of the Anglo-Russian Conunitiee
el the General Council, with regard to a coal embargo e

Ihe Central Conncil ot Soviet Laboar Uidans unanmonsis
cattad the attituds of s delegation. The resolution wii ch was
asdenied reads:

“Ihs Central Council of Soviet Labour Unions declares
et ot S el s ol organsed W oaracis ity Soves Ulion
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that it hcaestly wishes to preserve. to consolidate and 1o
strengthen the Aunglo-Russian Committee as the organ of the
fraternal alliance of the proletariats of Great Britain and of the
Soviet Union in their struggle against the offensive of capi-
talism, for the international unity of the irade union move-
went and against the preparations for - imperialist war. The
Central Council will instruct its delegation to the forthcoming
congress of the British trade unions to deciare very definiteiy
that 1t is the intention of the Soviet Labour Unions to continue
to support the heroic struggle of the British miners againsi
the offensive of capitalism. The Central Council of Soviet Labour
Untons calls upon all members of .its affiliated un‘ons to con-
tribute a percentage of their wages to support the British miners
and calls upon the Red International of Labour Unions to
commence a campaign for similar collections in its affiliated
organisat'ons.”

The Central Council of Soviet Labour Unions, on the basis
of the report of comrade Andreiev, ratified the unity declaration
which was unanimously adopted at the Berlin Meeting of :he
Anglo-Russian Committee (printed above).

The Question of Unity at the British
Trades Union Congress.
By A. Lozovsky.

I'he General Council of  the British Trade Unions o
everything in mmntion in order to deprive the Trade Umou
Congress at Bouriemouth of all political colour and to get 1l
to pass such decisions as would admit of anv “inprefation”
according to circumstances. After some tilk over the genetil
strike and the miners’ strike, the question of unity had st
1o be setiled. Then the Congress would have fuliilled the t.sh
submitied to 1t by the General Council of turning back ‘he
wheel of the English trade union movemzn:. The Gener.l
Council did evervthing in order to obscure the problem ol
unity. It was, however, prevented from doing this by the opy-
sition. The General Council, it is true. gave a detailed repon
on the meefings of the Amsterdam International and of the
Anglo-Russian Comunittee before the general strike, but sl
nothing regarding the last two meetings of the Anglo-Russ:in
Committee in Paris and Berlin and nothing as to what ha
been done and what has still te be done m order to fulfil the
pledges undertaken by the General Council.

Against the vague standpoint of the General Council there
was nlaced the resolution of the Tailors® Union, which repea‘cd
the decisions of the Congress at Scarborough, and the cley
emphatic resolution of the Engineers’ Umon. The latter reso.
tion marks a considerable step forward. It states:

The Conaress d=clares that in view of the internations!
rosition of the trade wrion movement it i< necessary '
set up a United International ot the Trade Umons of 1
whole world,

The Congress notes with regret the atritide of ~oiie
sections of the Amsterdam Internanonal.

In view ot this the Congress instructs the Gene it
Councl 1o urge on the L F. 1. U. that a Conicrence.
without preconditions, be convened betwcen the R. 1. Lt
and the L F. T. U. as the representatives of two great
world unicus, in order to lay the foundation of the inicr-
ratione! unity of the trade union movcment.

Ihe proposal of the engineering Union is of paruté

: . : ~ . .

mtrest as by it the question of a Conference between -'\"":""
44 and the R, L L. U is raised lor the first time by a &=
which -

oroanisation. 1he most far-reaching resointion 10
Felr wing m the Gonerdl Council was hitherto cnqulﬁ ‘\f1°
the dovand for the acceptance of the Central Council of 1he

frad> Umons of the Sovier Union o the Amsteriam In -
navonal, The “entrn™ of the Soviet trade union MG the I.1
LU was the oticial article of beliel of the *lelt” with wh..
thev wamed a name for themselves m o \msterdam, althougn
s only proves that thase who held s belief had no
J;I’\l.'ind':ll;' for e actial position noe iniernational tree
wentamonn Phis stdpong receinved  1ts first bll)w +
vvioh, Nevertheiess the resolunon adopied there did
Woe oo ensress whar owas actathy neeant

l lm" I l\‘u‘u.n“, trade anion Barcaieriady p;nmcd i'he R '
LU e It is heretore uot surprising t-

it

Soovd

Plachest colaars,
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the resolution of the eugineers stirred up the reformist swamp.
The question becam: particularly acute in connection with the
attitude of the General Council at the three last meetings of the
Anglo-Russian Comittee. The representatives of the Minority
Movement criticised in the sharpest mauner the inactivity of
the General Council in the sphere of unity, and emphasised that
it is not a question of the entry of the Central Council oi ihe
Trade Unions of the Soviet Union into the Amsterdam Iluter-
national, but of the amalgamation of Amsierdam with the R. L
L.U. To the question ot the representaiive of the engineers’
Union as to whether it is true that th2 English delegation iu
Paris refused to discuss the question of supporting the miners,
the inimitable ‘Arthur Pugh replied that such a2 way of putting
the question was incorrect! This shameful lie characierisad
not only Pugh, but also the Ceneral Council in whose name
and on whose behalf he conducied the Congress.

The “clarification” took place, as was to be expected, by
the Chairman of the Amsterdam Iaternational, Purcell, who is
muddle-headed on principle. According to his opinion, an in-
wernational Congress participated in by all the organisations
affiliated to the R.L.L.U. and to Amsterdam would not only
“not promoie the cause of international unmity but throw it
back for many years (!)”. The speaker of course, forgot to add
why the Congress would throw back the cause of unity.
Purcell further declared that the General Council will atiempt
10 reorganise the apparatus of the Amsterdam International
with the help of the hussians. He then declared that it would
be important to accept the Central Council of the Trade Uniois
of th> Soviet Union into the Amsterdam International as the
revolutionary trade unions and the R.LL.U. would thareby
be liauidated. Purcell, who helped to found the R.I.L.U. along
with us, has for long been endeavouring io liquidate it. Even
the “left” judas Bromdley attacked the R.L.L.U. He accused the
R.1.L.U. of splitting and endeavoured to discredit the Minority
Movement. But Comrades Tanner and Elsbury dealt with
Bromlev and the other members of the General Council.

The Right wing did not bring in any resoiution of their
own; they clung to the vague, indefinite resolution of the
Tailors Union. which only repea:s the decision of the Scar-
borough Congress, in order to prevent a victory of the
engineers’ Union, whose resolution raised the question of
actual unity by the amalgamation of the R.L.L.U. ana Amster-
dam. Two left resolutions were voted upon. The resolution
of the engineers Union received 1,237,000 votes and the resolu-
tion moved by FElsbury 2416,000 voles. It is remarkable that
the Miners' Federation voted unanimously for the Engineers’
Union. The whole reactionary bureaucracy however voted for
Elsbury’s resolution as the lesser evil, in order by this means
at any rate not to go beyond the level of Scarborough.

The discussions and the voting on the resolutions are in
many respects instructive: in the first place because the reac-
lionaries did not venture to put forward their own resolution.
The demand of the broad masses for unity is too strong! The
same bureaucracy did not venture to come forward openly at
the Congress against the Central Council of the trade umions
of the Soviet Union and to defend their attitude in the Anglo-
Russian Comittce. On the other hand the votes of the Left wing
at the Congress were divided, which gave the reactionaries
the possibility to save their position. Nevertheless the results
of the voting are of the greatest interest. In spite of the fact
that the votes were split, 1,237,000 were cast for actual unity.
What would have happened if this question had not been sub-
mitted to trade union ofiicials for decision but to the masses?

Our expectations which we had before the Congress, thu
the opposition would make a firm stand and that they would
destroy the pefty bourgeois idyll of the reformists, have been
confirmed. All that is required is a closer co-ordination, a
greater tenacity and unity of action and the Minority Move-
ment will then be able to cleanse the, English Labour Move-
ment from the bourgeois reformist eltuents.
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THE WHITE TERROR

A New Manoeuvre ot American Justice
against Sacco and Vanzetti.

The pressure of the international working class has finally
succeeded in enforcing from the “iree” judges of “democratic
Massachusetts” a fresh trial in the case of the radical workers
Sacco and Vanzetti who were condemned o death iu 1921 for
alleged murder. The fresh proceedings commenced on the 15th ol
September before the court of Dedgam and are still going on.

It must be admitted that the American bourgeoisic and
their judges who framed up the whole aflair in order to get rid
of the two revolutionaries who have a big following among
the working class of Massachusetts, were very reluctant in
their decision to grant a new trial. They did everything possible
and made use of their whole arsenal of legal trickery in order
to prevent a new trial.

The capitalists of Massachusetts and their confederates in
the police and the court fully realise that the reopening of the
case will necessarily expose all their methods of “objective
bourgeois class justice”, and that they will have to stand naked
with all their miserable machinations, with all their stinking
corruption not only before the workers, but before all honest
people of the world. Their last manoeuvre was the attempt to
have executed the chief witness in the trial, Madeiros, who
himself committed the murder of which Sacco and Vanzeti
have been charged and has confessed to the same, and who has
been condemned to death on account of a robbery with murder.
The object of this attempt is obvious: il the chief witness is
got out of the way. then his confession can be distorfed at will
and even the protocoll containiug his confession can be caused
to disappear. The American workers however have immediately
perceived the object of the manoecuvre, and their prolest his
succeeded in posiponing the exzoution of Madeiros until the
new trial has been concluded.

In spite of this fresh defeat the authorities of Massachuseiis
will certainly have fresh surprises in store. Sacco and Vanzziti
are not vet rescued! Amezrican class justice will only release
them from its clutches if the protest movement of the workers,
and particularly of the workers of America, is still further
increased and if there is heard the continued cry of the workers

of all countries: “Release our brothers Sacco and Vanzetti!”

]
Five Years of the Inprecorr.

1. Five Years of the Inprecorr.

Five years ago, on the 24th September 1921, there appeared
the lirst number of the “International Press Correspondemce”,
at first in German, French and English. and since the last
18 months alsc in Czechish. It set jorth its programme in the
following lines which were printed above the hrst article:

The “International Press Correspondence” will affoid

a true picture of all the political and economic conditions

ol every country, describe the miost important events in the

proletarian class struggle, report on the condition and the

progress of our movement, and further, will publish the
conununications of the Executive Committee ol the Com-
munist Infernational which are intended for the public.

The contributions to the Correspondence are to be supplied

by the leading writers among our comrades in ali countrizs,

who will carry out their work in close collaboration with
their parties. By conveying an exact knowledge as possibie
of the conditions in the various countries, as well as bv
international collaboration in this work, the bond between
the various Parties will be drawn more closely and co-
operation facilitated. ’ »

We do not need to spend many words in order fo show
how far we ‘have succeeded in realising our programme. Our
readers can judge for themselves. On the 3ict December 102§
there appeared the first Table of Contents of the “lnpremrr_".
Three months after our first appearance we were able 10 1'cml"J' that
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we already had 188 contributors in 31 countries which con-
stituted the most important political fields. We have at present
1000 contributors in 32 countries! The “Inprecorr.” has found
a wide field of circulation; it is carefully perused by friend and
opponent. The bourgeois and social democratic press in London,
Paris. Vienna and Budapest, as well as in Buenos Aires, Sydney
and Caloutta are constantly polemising against us. On the other
hand we receive letters full of joyful approval from the battle-
fields in China, Syria and Morocco, from the political prisoners
of all the bourgeois States, and before all, however, from the
factories and workshops of all parts of the world.

2. Five Years ago and Now.

Five years are a long period. Great events have occurred,
great changes have taken place. Must we, under these circum-
stances, lay down an entirely new programme of work?

When we glance through the first numbers of the “In-
precorr.” we are really surprised to see how topical most of
the articles still are to-day. In the Autumn of 1921, on the
occasion of the terrible famine disaster, the danger of an inter-
vention in Russia became very threatening. The leading article
of the first number accordingly bore the heading: “Hands off
Russia!” The author was Comrade Ernst Meyer. The economic
article, “The Crisis of Capitalist World Economy’ was written
by Comrade Varga; in this article there was set forth the
same fundamental view of the situation which he has since
maintained in our columns. The article under the heading
“Relief for Russia” bore the title: “Relief for Russia, a true
sign of the proletarian united front!” The section: “Our
Problems” contained an article by Comrade Bela Kun: “To the
Masses!” which, among other things, emphasised:

“The Communist Party only forms an advance troop in
the fight when it has behind it a main troop. These main
troops who will decide the revolutionary light, are the
masses, the majority of the working class™.

The same number also contains an article by Comrade
Zinoviev, entitled: “The Character of our Newspapers”, the
criticisms i which, wnfortunately, still apply to-day. In the
later aumbers we find articles which are still topical en almost
cvery page.

Enormous changes have certainly taken place in the last
five vears. But, fundamentally regarded, we have not vet
emerged from that particular period which Comrade Lenin
characterised at the Ill. World Congress of the Communist
International as a “relative, uncertain balance of forces, a balance
that can only be said to exist in a limited semse of the word,
but which nevertheless exists” a bLalance of the forces of the
‘nternational bourgeoisie on the one hand, and of Russian along
wiih the revolutionary labour movement and the revolutionary
movement of the suppressed neoples on the other hand. The
situation of the international bourgeoisie in the vear 1021 was
not the <ame as it is todav; but neither are Soviet Russia, the
Communist Parties nor the <o-called colonial peoples in the
sanie rosition as they were at that time,

Five years ago the antagonisms between the various Powers
were very acute. the Damocles sward of the reparations question
hung over their heads. Timid preparations were Deing made
for the first Conference at Wiesbaden between loucheur and
Rathenau. the Washington Conference stood before the door.
Todav we have the Dawes Plan as well as the (ieneva agree-
ments. .

The Second Interuational. which at that time only existed
as a number of scattered fragments has in the meantime been
galvanised afresh. Poincaré’s man. Boncour, and Vandervelde,
the successors of Branting, are carrving out, not only m Gen:va
but also in Zirich, with the co-operation of Fritz Adler and
Longuet, the foreign policy of the bourgeoisie These are con-
siderable, even if very temporary succasses of the mternational
hourgeoisie,
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But we have on the other hand, in comparison with five
years ago, a greatly strengthened Soviet Union and the rest of
the .forces of the revolution, all of which have grown in the
meantime. In the year 1921 the C. P, of Germany was severely
shaken. It had to fight with the K. A. G. (Communist Working
Union) people and with the Ruth Fischer Maslow Oppositiou
— these opposite poles of the one and the same petty-bourgeois-
social democratic ideology of lack of faith in the revolution.
In the Party Centre of the C. P. G. there were leading com-
rades who were not quite clear as to the importance for the
daily struggles of the %omtmmi.st theory of the State. In Franc:

we had a Party just beginning to develop, but which, under the
leadership of Frossard, was still a semi-social democratic Party.
The C. P. of Czechoslovakia was nat yet borm, In Italy there

was a small sectarian Party. In America and England we had
the first faint beginnings of the Commumnist Party. Today we
have nearly everywhere good Commmunist Parties whose in-
fluence on the masses is increasing. As regards the movemen!
for liberty on the part of the nial peoples, it suffices 1o
point to China.

We still have today the state of balance which Lenin re-
cognised and analysed five years ago, even if the forces opposiny
each other today appear to be stronger, so that this balanc
is being reproduced, to some extent, on a much higher scale.

3. A Word as to the Shortcomings of the “Inprecorr”.

The political world-situation, therefore, has not umdergon:
in five years such essenmtial alterations as would confroat us
today with completely new- tasks. The next thing we have
to do is: to remedy as quickly as possible the main faults of
the “Inprecorr” and to make it better,

We are not in a position to maintain permanent, paid
correspondents who have no other task than to serve the
“Inprecorr”. Our comtributors in all countries are comrade:
who are overwhelmed with Party work. It therefore costs
much time and pains before we receive from them the necessar:
contributions, As a result of this our articles sometimes appear
rather late. The absorption of our contributors in practical
work has for us the advanfage that their articles are immediatel;
derived from life. On the other hand, there is often the dis-
advantage that the author believes that he is writing for his
own countrymen and engages in arguments with his opponents
oii detailed questions and scarcely heeds our reminders that we
have. before all, to inform an internationa! public, which has 'n
the first place to be furnished with the knowledge of the po-
sition in the various countries.

Further: The “Inprecorr” should be a Press Correspondence
which has to serve the newspapers. It does. in fact, rendev
valuable service to the editors bv supplving them with articles
but before all provides them richly with matorial which 1h}~\
can work up. But there still remains much important material
which the editors are not able fully to make use of. We hav
therefore from the beginning made the “Inprecorr™ acessible "
a greuter circle, and already in the second year of existemv
brought it out in the form of a review. At that time we were
very hopeful that we should find not only a broad but alw
a large circulation. The circulation of the “Inprecorr” still
leaves much to be desired.

Qur next tasks are, therefore, to improve the information
service of the “Inprecorr.”, both as regards .its promptness &>
well as its contents, but before all to aim at a larger circulation.

If ever a public journal bore the character of collecti
work it is the “Inprecorr”, That is to be seen from the gres
number of contributors. The work of the small editorial st
would have been without success if they had not experienced
wide-scale support in all countries, but before all from our
Russian friends, We take the opportunity on the occasion !
our five years' existence to express to all these supporter
and 1o all contributors sur best thanks.

The Redaction.
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