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Theses on

the

World War.

Drawn up in August 1914, : ;
By N. Lenin ‘

The following dralt theses represent the
original drait, hitherto unpublished in English, of
_the historical theses of the Russian Bolsheviki on
the world war, the so-called “October Theses” of
1914. The drait was drawn up by Comrade Lenin
in August 1914 wunder the title, “Theses on the
Present War”. : Ed.

1. The European and world war bears the clearly defined
character of a bourgeois-imperialist-dynastic war. The struggle
for markets and for the plundering of countries, the endeavour
to stupify the proletariat of all couatries, to dismember and.to
shatter the proletariat, to incite the wage slaves of the one nation
for the advantage of the bourgeoisie against the wage slaves of
the other nation — that is the only real content and the only
real meaning of the war, , L

2. The attitude of the leaders of the German Social Demo-
cratic Party of the Ii, Infernational (1889—1914), who have
voted for the war credits and who are repeating the bourgeois-
chauvinist phrases of the Prussian junkers and of the bourgeoisie,
constitutes a direct betrayal of Socialism. Under no circum-
stances, even if one admits the absolute weakness of this party
and the necessity of submitting to the will of the bourgeois
majority of the nation, can the bzhaviour of the leaders of the
German Social Democratic Party be excused. As a matfer of
fact this party is at present conducting a national-liberal policy.

3. The behavigur of the leaders of the Belgian and French
Social Democratic Parties who have betrayed Socialism by
entering the bourgeois governments, deserve the same con-
demnation, ,

4. The betraval of Socialism by the majority of the leaders
of the II International means a partial ideological collapse of
this International. The chief reason for this collapse lies in the
fact that in this International petty-bourgeois opportunism pre-
dominates, the bourgeois character apd dangerousness of which
has beew pointed out by the best representatives of all coun-

tries. The opportunists long ago prepared thé collapse of the
1. International: they repudiated the socialist revolution and
replaced it by bourgeois reformism; they denied the class struggle
and its necessary transformation at certain times into civil war,
and preached collaboration of the ctasses; they preached bour-
geois chauvinism in the jorm of patriotism and defence of the
native country, -and ignored or denied the A.B.C. truth of
Socialism already laid dawn in the Comimumist Manifesto,
that the workers have no country. In the fight against mili-
tarism they counfined themselves to a sentimental peity bour-
geois standpoint, instead of recognising the necessity of the
revolutionary light of the. proletarians of all. countries. They
converted the necessary taking -advantage of bourgeois par-
liamentarism and bourgeois legality into making a Iletish of
legality, and forgot the obligation, in times of crises to employ
the illegal forms of organisation and agitation. An organ of
international opportunisnu the “Socialistische :Maonatshefte” (The
Socialist Monthly Review), which has long since adopted a
national-liberal standpoint, rightly celebrates the victory of
onort.unism over European Socialism.” The. so-called Centre
of the German Social Democracy, and other social democratic
parties cowardly capitulate in practice to the opportunists. The
future International will have the task of energetically freeing
itself, once and for all, from this bourgeois tendency of Socialism.

5. Among those bourgeois and chauvinist sophisms with
which the bourgeois parties and governments of the two com-
peting chief nations of the Continent — Germany and France —
specially dope the masses, and which are slavishly repeated by
the socialist opportunists — the open as well as the concealed -
who cling to the bourgeoisie, the following sophism must
specially be mentioned and condemned: When the German bour-
geoisie call for the defence of thé¢ fatherland, for the defence
against Tsarism, for the defence of liberty, of cultural and
national development — fhey lie, as Prussian_junkerism. with
Wilhelm II. at the head, and thé big bourgeoisie always .ha‘\’e
and always will — no matter what may be the result of the
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wag. —_conduct a policy of difénding Tsarist Monarel;y and
never hesitatesto hasten fo- ils aid; they lie because, as a matter

of fact, the Austrian bourgeoisie are embarking orra robber com-'~

[[))aing against Servia, the German bourgeoisie are suppressing
anes,
ducting a war of aggression against Belgium and France in
order to plunder richer and freer countries. They organised
the attack at the moment which seemed to.them; most suitable
for using their ‘latest perfections in war techmiqife, amd on ‘fte
eve of the carrying out of the so-called great miljtary programme
by Russia. ;,When the French bourgem'?ie likewise call for the
defence of native country etc. they also lie, as in reality they ate
defending countries ‘more backward as regards capitalist tech-
nique and eveloping moare . slowly, in. that they, with their
milliards, bought the reactionary bands of Russian Tsarism for
the purpose of conducting an aggressive war i order fo
Austrian and German proyinces. There is nothing to chose
between the two fighting groups -of peoples in regard to the
cruelty and barbarity with which they are conducting the war.
‘0. The task of the Social Demacracy
and in the first place the ruthless and unconditional fight against
the Pan-Russian and Tsarist-monarchist chauvinism, and against
its sophistic defence by the Russian Liberals, Cadets etc. and
by a portion of the Narodniki. ‘
From the point of view of the working class and of the
masses of all peoples of Russia, the defeat of the Tsarist mon-
archy, which suppresses Poles, Ukranians and a whole number
of peoples of Russia and promotes the increase of the suppression
of the other nationalities by the Great Russians as well as the
consolidation of the reaction, which arouses national hatred
amongst the peoples of Russia — the defeat of this Tsarist
monarchy and of its troops would be the lesser evil

7. The slogans of the Social Democracy must at present be
the following; first an all-round propaganda, extending to the
troops and the scenes of war, of the socialist revolution and
of the necessity of directing the weapons not against their own
brothers, the wage-slaves of other countries, butagainst the reac-
tion of the bourgeois governments and parties of all countries.
Absolute necessity of organising illegal nuclei and groups among
the troops of all nations for the purpose of carrying on such
propaganda in all languages. Ruthless fight against the chau-
vinism and patriotism of the petty bourgeoisie and bourgeaisie
of all countries without exception. Against those leaders of- the
present International who have betrayed Socialism, appeal must
be made to the revolutionary consciousness of the working
masses who bear the entire burden of war and who are hostile
ic chauvinism. ’ -

Secondly. the propagation of the slogan of the Germau,
Polish, Russian and other Republics as one of the next slogans,
2long with conversion of all the various States of Europe into
United Republican States.

FOR THE UNITY OF THE C. P. S. U.

For Leninist Unity!
For Proletarian Discipline!

" Leading Article of the “Pravda” of July 30, 1920.

The decisions of the Joint Plenary Session of the C.C. and
the C.C.C. have called forth a mighty echo of solidarity and
support in our Party. From all parts of the Soviet Union reso-
Jufions are pouring in, welcoming the decisions of the Plenum.
fully and entirely approving the policy of our Leninist C.C. and
condemning in the sharpest manner the fractional behaviour of
the Opposition. Our celebrated Bolshevik Party, this powerful
army of fighters numbering over a mitlion, stands vp like one
man in defence of Leninist unity, encircles like an unshakeable
wall of iron its Central Committee and raises its powerful voice
against those who dared to touch the tried solidarity of the
Bolshevik ranks. who wished fo divert the Party from the
Leninist standpoint and began to push it towards the abyss of a
sphit. The Party remains the same Party as it always was —
hard as steel. the Darty of Lenin, a firm, mighty, united. united
and again united Party.

The supporters of the New Opposition. who are not very
numerous, conducted a fraction fight against the Party and
against the Central Comnitter Fvery fraction struggle. however.
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led-it intounexampled- political ‘bankruptey.: -
Already at the XIV. Parg Conference of our Party there
ag 18 e New Opposition, by Comrade
Zipoviev, the slogan of freedom “for .all former groups in the
Party”, the slogan of ireedom of fractions and groups. Regardless
1 ! t authority, of the Party Con-
ference; the opposition, after the XIV. Party Conference, not only
did not abﬁﬂdmbﬂ}ci anti-Bolshevist slogan of “freedom.of frac-
tional groupMgg”, but it increased -its fractional ‘activity fo an
unheard-pf extent, led it into illegal channels and thereby raised
the spectre of a split in thé Party. - .
. If one regards from the political side the oppasitional slogan
of freedom for fractions and groups in the Bolsggvik Party, then

‘it fs~seen ‘to be -a ‘slipping-down on the: part-of the -New Oppo-

sition to Trotzkyisd. i Unity of the Party, without fractions,
without groupings, is-the organisatory .principle of Leninism.
On the other hand, to consider our Party as a collection of frae-
tlons, groups, “little groups”, “tendencles”, - “shades”, " is- the

_organisatary principle of Trotzkyism. The representatives of the

New Opposition have gone over from the first principle to the
second. They have thereby fallen into the ideological morass of
Trotzkyism. '

Not only that. In the mouth -of the represemntives of the
N.O.P. (New Opposition) the slogan of ireedom of fractions
and groupings constitutes a glaring lack of political principle.
Only recently: in the years 1923, in the year 1924 and-even in
1925, the leaders of the present Opposition, along with the
whole Party, characterised' Trotzkyism as a “revision of Leni-
nism”. Only recently Comrades Kamenev and Zimoviev exposed
the Trotzkyist slogan of freedom of. iractions and groups, and
characterised Trotzkyism on account of this slogan as a
“Menshevist deviation”. And now they themselves have become
that which they formerly characterised as a “Menshevist devia-
tion”: Trotzkism has now become their “new” evangel (an
evangel which, for the rest. has been considerably torn by our
Party). It is hard to find in the inner history of our Party an
exaniple of a more surprising and more rapid change of direc-
tion. a greater capacity for political somersaults.

The “fighting” slogan of the opposition — freedom of “irac-
tions” and “groups” — means, in addition to the ideological
capture of the “N.O.P.” by Trotzkyism, something still further.
The slogan of freedom of all former groups in the Party 1s, if
the opposition continues to insist upon it nothing else than an
objective bloc of the New Opposition with the “former group
of Shijapnikov and Medvjedev. But Shljapnikov and Medvjedev.
against whom Lenin conducted a ruthless fight, are very well
known to the Party. The Shljapnikov and Medvjedev group is
an ultra-Right group in our Party, a group of capitulaiors 10 the
international financial plutocracy. to the Urquharts. to the
11. International. to Amsterdam. to the supporters of bourgeois
democracy and it is to such a “former group” which stinks of
real Menshevism, that the New Opposition is prepared to offer
its hand for the purpose of- a common fractional fight against
the Leninist C.C. It is with’ such a weapon that the new Oppo-
sition wishes to combat the Leninist Party Leadership. Such is
the record in political lack of principle achieved by the New
Opposition.

It is uncessary o say that every attempt fo set vp a bloc
of “fractions” and “groups” against the C.C. will encounter the
most energetic and unanimous resistance on the part of our
whole Party and will result in a miserable fiasco. Our Party 1s
ideologically sufficiently strong and powertul, thanks to that
heritage which Lenin has left it. to be able to overcome t‘hai.
“theoretical” and “political” mixture represented by the l\e\:i
Opposition. Our Party is also strong enough to nip in the bud
every attempt at illegal fraction activity and to fulfil the command
of Lenin to annihilate all fractionalism. The Party will know
how to preserve the ideological purity of Bolshevism. The Party
will not tolerate fractional atfempts against Lenimist umty.

And i the Plenum of the C. C. and of the C.C.C. has resor-
ted to mensures against those comrades who wished to mtr(lJ-
duce an illegal fractional attack on the Party, then: the “_'hoe.
Partv. like one man. rises up and says to the Central C_ommmeei
You have acted quite correctly! The Central Committee mus
defend Party unity and proletarian discipline. o )

The Central Committee is fulfilling, and will fulfil its duty
to the Party.




+ No. 55

- —— S—ty . e s
———— —— e e S I — ~

911

Resolution of the Leningrad Party
Functionaries on the Decisions of the
Plenum of the C. C. and C. C. C.

We publish below the decision of the combined
Plenum of the Leningrad Gouvernement Committee
and the Gouvernement Control Commission of
27th July 1926, as well as the unanimously adopted

' , 17~ decision of the meeting of functionaries of the Lenin-
3 gggg oﬁzgamsation of the C. P. S. U. of 28th July
1926. Ed.

After receiving the report of Comrade Bukharin on the re-
sults of the Plenum of the C. C., the meeting of functionaries of
the Leningrad organisation declares that in the current year the
Soviet Union, under the leadership of our Party and its C. C,,
in spite of passing economic difficulties, is proceeding steadily
forwards on the way of ecomomic growth, on the way of in-
crease in the importance. of the socialistic elements in the eco-
nomy of the country, on the way of further consolidation of the
dictatorstip of the proletariat and of the leading role of the

Fioletariat in regard to the peasantry,

our Party and its Leninist C.C. have to overcome in leading
the dictatorship of the proletariat and the life of the country.
This leadership is being carried on under conditions where,
dong with the growth of Socialism, there 1s also a partial
growth in the capitalist elements in the country, and where,
along with the growing activity of the proletariat, there is a
growth in the political activity of the petty bourgeois and bour-
geois strata. In these circumstances the Party, in its work, had
dlso to reckon with inner-Party difficulties, as deviations and
vacillations frequently occurred within the Party and which
objectively reflect the pressure of non-proletarian elements on
our Party. As a result, the last Plenum of the C.C.was obliged,
{ in addition to solving a whole number of hig.hl'y important

questions of the economic life of the country (obtaining of grain,

*® housing question, international labour movement), to devote its

| attention to the unceasing disruptive fractional activity of the
opposition, and energetically to repel it. The meeting states
that the inmer-Party opposition, after the XIV. Party Confe-
rence, not only did not cease the opposition fight against the
Party, but intensified this fight. It has employed methods of
fighting unexampled in their hostility to the Party. It resorted
to illegal meetings, to conspiracies against the Party and to
false statements before the highest Party authorities, before the
C.C.C. The meeting declares the attitude of the opposition
which has made use of the apparatus of the E.C.C.I. for ihe
purpose of organising their fraction, to be impermissible, and
completely endorses the decision of the Plenum of the C. C.
which recalled from his position as member of the Political
Bureau Comrade Zinoviev. who bears the full responsibility

lowards our Party for the apparatus of the Cominiern.

The meeting records with regret that the united inmer-Party
opposition is eparting more and more irom the ideological
standpoint of the Party and is now issuing a special platiorm
'n 2 whole number of highly important questions of international
and inner politics — a platform which in its nature constitutes
2 complete break away from the ideas of Lenin. The meeting
EXpressly notes the political lack of principle of Comrade Zino-
Viev and his supporters, who at the time of the last discussion,
Without any reasom, -accused the majority of the C.C. of semi-
Trotzkyism and now, in fundamental questions, have them-
elves ‘slipped down to the standpoint of Trotzkyism. The
OPposition is revealing more and more its lack of belief in the
S;’:'al's! path of development, and is proceeding from denying
e socialist. character of the Soviet State {o doubting its pro-
tlarian character. On the other hand, the opposition has not
f:’.sped the slogan of vitalising the soviets, and gave out an
Th‘!grrely false estimation of the results of the Soviet elections
re;»” Year. It disregards the important achievements in regard to
o < Altracting the working and peasant masses into the work
3C‘i:?c,"j’5’* construction and, in {ace of the fact that political
m‘n iét"l of the village bourgeoisie has increased, feli into a
comp] ‘"l the questions of Party organisations the opposition has
he E:ney departed from Leninism, and in its attitude is guided by
fractio, Ception which regards the Party as a bloc of legalised

S with various ideological confents. It formed a bloc

)

International Press Correspondence

The maeting takes note of those enormous difficulties which _

within the Party which js i i .
combir_le.d in itg ranxs follol\ge::dofho'?r‘gftz}(oigr P?“);; which
Oprosition, and fragments of the so-called “L};bou'r %pt A
(Shijapnikov, Medvjedev). Under the cloak of “Left p%sx-hon”
the most promint representatives of the opposition ]ap r:ﬁm
selves in actual fact in- one front with the Right semig\iec:shev‘ t
elements who are striving for the liquidation of the Comime;rsi
the handing over of the economic key positions of our country
to foreign capital and the establishment of political democrac;’
In our country. Exceedingly symptomatic is the fact that suppor-
ters of the Trotzky opposition, likewise under a suitable cloak,
are beginning to circulate rumours regarding two parties in
our country, and regarding the legalising of-fractions within the
gaar?i);s as a preparatory step to legaH;ing varjous political
In the economic policy the opposition has adopted an um-
Leninist standpoint to the question of industrialising the coun-
try, in that it treats the .industrialisation of the couniry in
such a manner and proposes such ways and methods for its
realisation as would lead to the dissolution of the workers’
and peasants’ bloc and to undermining the foundatiéns of the pro-
letarian State. . o

The opposition attempted to bring disintegration into-the
ranks of the C. P.S. U. in that it proclaimed anti-Leminist ideas
in the question of the present international movement. The
opposition erased the estumte of the present economic and
political situation as a temporary stabilisation of capitalism
and in fact revised the united front tactics by proposing with-
drawal - from the Anglo-Russian Trade Union Committes.
Although they came forward in this sphere under the cloak
of Left phrases the opposition become practically a ‘centre of
attraction for all the ultra-Left (of the Korsch type) and the
ultra-Right (of the Souvarine type) elements within the
Comiatern. . - : L -
*-  In view of all this the meeting of functionaries of the Lenin-
grad - organisation fully and entirely emdorses the decision of
‘the last Plenum of the C.C. and C.C.C., and insists upon the
employment of energetic fighting measures against the splitting
activity of the united opposition and assures the C.C. of its
fullest support in all measures necessary for guaranteeing
Lempist unity and discipline in the ranks of our Party. Only
if unity and discipline are seoured will the Party be able to
overcome all the difficukties which stand in the way of socialist
construction. The Meeting emphasises at the same . time the
necessity of a decided and successful carrying out of inner-
Party democracy. But in no circumstances does it understand
bv this the toleration and encouragement of fractional activity;
but a serious, concrete, systematic ‘work in raising the activity
and consiousness of the Party masses, in the attraction of new
forces and iin the Leninist education of the Party.

Long live the united Party of Lenin!
Longe live the C.C. of the C.P.S.U.!

Unanimous Approval by the Organisations
of the C.P.S. U. of the. Decisions of the
C.C. and the C.C.C. =
Moscow, ]u]y 28, 1926.

. , i

The decisions of the .Plenum of the C.C, and the C.C.C.
are being widely discussed in the organisations of the C.P.S. U.
In Moscow there took place largely attended meefings of the
active Party members in all the district organisations, at which
members of the political Bureau delivered reports. In the pro-
vinces there is also being carried out a far-reaching campaign
for popularising the decisions of the Plenum. Everywhere the
meetings are marked by the greatest enthusiasm. The renewed
action of the Opposition and the attempis to split the unity of
t!]e Party have without exception, aroused protests in all mee-
tings. All the decisions of the Plenum are unanimously approved.
. The mood of the Party members in the industrial districts
is best characterised by a resolution unanimously adopted by
the organisation of Baku, ajter hearing the report of Comrade
Ordchonikidse, candidate of the Polit-Bureau. The resolution
calls attention to the fact that Comrade Zinoviev. aiter the XIV.
Party Conference, did not cease the fight against the C.C., made
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use of the apparatus of the E.C.C.1. in order to incite foreign
communist Farties against the C.[.S.U. and established con-
nections, now with ultra-Left and now with the ulira-Right grou-
pings.

The resolution further declares fhat the meeting learns with
the greatest astonishment that Comrades Zinoviev and Kamenev
have gone over to the position of Trotzkyism of the year 1923,
although both comrades carried on at that time the bitterest
fight against the distortions and the replacement of Leninism vy
Trotzkyism. Reconciliation with Comrade Trotzky in the yeur
1926 was necessary for them, and served the purpose of forming
a bloc for a common fight against the C. C. which stood for the cor-
rect Leninist line. Against Comrades Zinoviev and Kamenev, who
considered the industrialisation of theSoviet Union to beimpossible,
the XIV. Party Conference decided, with complete silence on the
part of Trotzky. that the industrialisation of the Soviet Union is
the principle line for the Party in the next period. The disorgani-
satory work of the opposition within the Party hinders the prac-
tical carrying out of the industrialisation of the country. The
Party must do everything in order fo expedite as much as
possible the rate of industrialisation,

The resolution emphasises that the whole aititude oi the
apposition after the XIV. Party Conference. constitutes objeciively
the creation of an illegal organisation throughout the whole Soviet
Union in order to prepare a split in the Party. and wilcomes
all the measures of the C.(C. which aim at preserving the unity
aud the Bolshevist discipline of the Party.

Similar resolutions have been adopted by the Parly organi-
sations of Charkov, the Ural, Tiflis, Northern Caucasus, | ala
and others.

Resolution of the C. C. C. of the C. P. of the-
Soviet Union in the Matter of Byelenky,
Chernyshev and other Comrades.

As a supplement to § ¢ of the resolution of the combined
Plenum of the C.C. and the C.C.C. of the C.P. of the Soviet
Union of July 23rd 1923 in the allair of Comrades Lashevitch
and others and on the unity of the Party, the Presidium of the
C.C.C. publishes the following decision of July 12th 1920,

The following were examined:

1. Gregor Jakovlevitch Byelenky, member ol the Russian
Social Democratic Labour party from 1901 to 1043, member of
the C.I’. of the Soviet Union (Bolsheviki) since 1003, born in
1834, seli-taught. son of a petty bourgeois superintendent, pro-
fessional revolutionary since 1012, private in the Czarist army
in 908, has not served in the Red Army, formerly a bookbinder,
formerly secretary of the Party Committee of the Moscow urban
district Krassnaja Pressnja. at presemt occupied in the Agitprop
ol the E.C.C. L

tle is accused of having iniringed the resolutions of
the 10th, 13th and 14th Party Counferences with regard to party
unity. fractions and groups; of having been one of the orgam.
sers of the conspiratory meeting of members of the DParty on
June 0th 1926, on which occasion he abused the confidence placed
in him by members of the Party at the time when he still obser-
ved the Bolshevist line of action of the Party and himself fought
relentlessly against all opposition; of having taken the chair at
this meeting and being thus entirely responsible for the attempt
to cause dissension and disunion in the ranks of the united
C. P. of the Soviet Union and to form a special fractional organi-
sation within it

At the meeting of the Commission of Investigation of the
C.C.C. on June Sth 1020, he tried to conceal the fact of the con-
spiratory meeting having been held and of his share in it by
relusing to give any explanations with regard to it. thus brin-
ging into greater reliet his hostile atutude towards the Party.

It was resolved:

1. To declare:

a) The accusations against Comrade (3. J. Byelenky ol

having been ouiliy of actions leading to the disintegration of the
C.P. ot the 2oviet Union, are proven,

EE—————————

b) Comrade G. J. Byelenky, who has been a member of the
Party since 1903 and for several years held responsible positions
in the Party, has abused and betrayed the confidence of the Party
and would deserve to be excluded from the ranks of the C.D.
of the Soviet Union. '

2. In consideration of the previous revolutionary activity of
Comrade G. ]. Byelenky as a Bolshevik, the C. C. C. nevertheless
resolves:

a) To give Comrade G. J. Byelenky a severe reprimand
with the warning that he would be excluded from the ranks ol
the C.P. of the Soviet Union, should he make any attempt 1o
continue work which aims at forming fractions.

b) To deprive Comrade G. ]. Byelenky of the right to occupy
any responsible post in the Party or Soviets for a period of two
years.

il. flja Spiridonovitch Chernyshev, born in 1892, attended a
village school and a party school, of peasant extraction, wood-
worker. member of the C. P. of the Soviet Linion since 1918, non-
commissioned officer in the old army from 19141017, in the
Red Army from 1918—1921, former member of the Bureau and
the Party Committee of the Moscow urban district Krassnajs
Pressnja and chairman of the Soviet of that urban district. a!
present vice-director of a woodware factory.

He is accused of having organised. in commwon with Com-

" rade M. M. Lashevitch, the candidate of the C.C. of the C. I

of the Soviet Union, Comrade Byelenky, the former secretar)
of the Party Committee of the Moscow urban district Krassnaj:
Pressnja. and Comrade Shapiro, a Conspiratory fraction meeting
of members of the Party on June 2nd 1926 and of having perso-
nally taken part in it, of having made use of his connection with
the workers, who knew him as a comrade who had previousl:
fought with decisive measures against opposition groups.

At the meeting of the Commission of Investigation of the
C.C.C. he denied in a categorical manner, in spite of categoricul
evidence from workers of both sexes, whom he had invited to
this meeting, having taken any part in it, and did not admit
having had a share in it, thus bringing into greater relief hi-
hostile attitude towards the Party.

It was resolved to declare:

1. The accusations against Comrade 1. S. Chernishev o
having been guilty of actions leading to the disintegration of the
C. P. of the Soviet Union are proven.

Comrade 1. S. Chernishev should be given a strict repriman.
with the warning that he would be excluded from the ranks ol
the C.P. of the Soviet Union should he make any atiempt to
continue work which aims at creating fractions.

3. To deprive Comrade 1. S. Chernishev of the right to hold
any responsible post in the Party or Soviet for the period 0
two years.

1. Boris Gregorievitch Shapiro, born in 1898, member o
the C.DP. of the Soviet Union since 1918, formerly a smith
graduate of the Sverdlov University, private in the old arm
from 1910—1917, commissary in the Red Army, lormerly vice
manager of the Party Committee of the Moscow urban district
Krassnaja Pressnja and instructor to the Moscow Party Con:-
mittee,

He is accused of having, in common with Comrade M. M.
Lashevitch, the former secretary of the Party Commutiee of the
Moscow urban district Krassnaja Pressnja and chairman of the
Soviet of the Moscow urban district Krassnaja Pressnja, Com-
rade Chernishev and others, taken part as one of the orgamsers.
in arranging the conspiratory iractional meeting of members
of the C. . of the Soviet Union on july 6th 1920.

At the meeting of the Commission of Investigation of the
C.C.C.. he denied categorically. in spite of the categorical e\
dence of workers of both sexes who had taken part in the mev
ting. that Shapiro had invited them to this meeting, that he had
shown the appointed place to participants in the meeting whet
they arrived at the railway station, that he then personally too:
part in the meeting — denied categorically these facts whuh
were stated by the Commission of the C.C.C. and made [il-¢
statements to the C.C.C.. thus bringing into greater relief h:
hostile attitude to the Party. He regarded his allocation to pauh
work in Circassia as a punishment for action in favour of i
opposition.
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It was resolved to declare: _

1. The accusations against Comrade B. G. Shapiro, of having
been guilty of actions leading to the disimtegration of the C. .
of the Soviet Union are proven.

2. Comrade B. G. Shapiro should be given a severe re-
primand with a warning that he would be excluded from the
ranks of the C.P. of the Soviet Union should he make any
attempt to ocomtinue work which aims at creating fractions.

3 Comrade G. B. Shapiro should be deprived of the right
to hold any responsible post in the Party or the Sowiet for
the period of two years.

IV. Matrjena Wassiljevma Wassiljev, born 1895, member of

the C.P. of the Soviet Union since March 1917, three years at
the elemeatary school, cotton worker, at present technical secre-
tary to the nucleus of the C.P. of the Soviet Union in the
“Water Channel” factory in the Moscow urban district Krassnaja
Pressnja. .
She is acoused of having taker part in the conspiratory
fraction meeting of the Opposition and having regarded it as
possible to conceal this fact from the leading organs of the
Party, thus being accessory to a comspiracy against the Party.
At the meeting of the Commission of Investigation she considered
it permissible to deny having taken pari in the said meefing,
in spite of the categorical assertions of workers of both sexes
who were present with her.

it was resolved:

l. To give Comrade M. W. Wassiljev a severe reprimand.

2 To deprive Comrade M. W. Wassiljev of the right to hold
a;ry responsible post in the Party or the Soviet for-the period
of a year. :

3. To point out and clearly explain to Commrade M. W.
Wassiljev that by this behaviour towards attempts on the part
oi the opposition to create a fractional organisation wjthin the
C P. of the Soviet Union, she. had transgressed against the re-
solutions of the Party with regard to unity, had promoted a split
in the Party, had given others an example of a breach of
discipline which is quite unpermissible within the Party, and
had thus weakened the dictatorship of the proletariat.

V. Nicholas Martinovitch Wlassov, born 1884, locksmith,
one year at elementary school, member of the Right S.R. from
1905—1907, member of the C.P. of the Soviet Union since 1918
in the Moscow urban distnict of Krassnaja Pressnja, has not
served in the Red Army, works on the tramways,

He is accused of havimg taken part in the conspiratory
Iractional meeting of the Opposition and of having regarded it
33 possible to conceal this fact from the ieading organs of the
Party, thus admtting of a conspiracy against the Party. At the
meeting of the Commission of Investigation of the C.C.C., he
admitted his mistake.

It was resolved: To point out and clearly explain to Com-
rzde N. M. Wlassov, that by this behaviour towards attempts on
the part of the Orpposition to create a fractional organisation
within the C. P, -of the Soviet Union he had transgressed against
the resolutions of the Party with regard to unity, had promoted a
plit in the Party, had given others an example of a breach of
discipline which is quite inpermissible -within the Party and had
thus weakened the dictatorship of the proletariat. :

VI Xenia Andrejevna Volgin, born 1887, worker in a sweet
actory, did not finish her schooling at a Moscow town school,
since March 1917 member of the C. P. of the Soviet Union in the
Moscow urban district of Krassnaja Pressnja.

. She is acoused of having taken part in the conspiratory frac-
lonal meeting of the Opposition and of having regarded it as
Possible to conceal this fact fromr the leading organs of the Party,
thus being accessory to a conspiracy against the Party. At the
Meeting of the Commuission of Investigation of the C.C.C., she

admitted her mistake. .
It is resolved: To point ouf and clearly explain to Comrade

X A, Volgin that' by this behaviour towards attempfs on the
Part of the Opposition to create a fractiomral organisation within
the C. P. of the Soviet Union, she had transgressed against the
resohutions of the Party with regard to unity, had promoted a split
‘n the Party, had given others an example of a breach of disci-
Pline which s quite impermissible within the Party and had thus
Weakened the dictatorship of the proletariat.
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The Results of the Soviet Elections.

The Resolution of the United Plenum of the Central Committee
and the Central Control Commission of the C.P. of the Soviet
Union.

(Passed on July 20th, 1926, on the basis of the report of Com-
rade Molotov.)

THE CHARACTER AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THE ELEC
TION CAMPAIGN. ’

1. The Soviet elections of 1926 represent the first wide-
spread and open election campaign since the end of the civil
war and since the consolidation of the proletarian dictatorship.
For the first time since the civil war, the fundamental social
groups of the urban and rural electors have openly appeared
at the Soviet election. Further, this Soviet election took place in
the circumstances of rapidly growing activity on the part of the
working masses. ,

2. As on former occasions, the working class took a fore-
most part as regards its activity. In comparison to the last
election campaign, the activity of the workers and of the trade
union members in general has increased, though it is true, to
a comparatively insignificant degree. (The number of trade
union members who actually took part in the election, increased
in the R.S.F.S.R. from 52 to 57% of all those organised in
trade unions.) This last fact can be explained either by there
being no immediate danger from the enemies of the proletarian
dictatorship under present circumstances, or by the Party and
other proletariap organisations not devoting sulficient attention
to the election in the working class districts, further by work
in the urban Soviets not being sufficiently developed and, in
connection with this, by the chief attention of the workers being
devoted to the activity of the organisations of the Party, the
trade unions and of industry. ‘

3. In the towns, the participation of the proletarian strata,
which are pot organised in trade unions (wives of workers, un-
employed, workers who are not organised in trade unions etc.),
as well as of the working strata of the petty bourgeoisie (small
industrialists etc.) has considerably increased. The increase of
the percenfage in which they took part in the election campaign
{in the R.S.F.S.R. this percentage has risen from 24 ta 37 in
the period 1924/25) is particularly striking, as their activity in
previous election campaigns was quite insignificant.

4. In the villages, the election reflected on the whole the
improvement of the political situation. This found expression
in the manner in which the chief mass of the inhabitants of the
villages, the middle and poor peasants, took part in the election
(the number of peasants of the R.S.F.S.R. who actually took
part in the elections rose from 41 to 47% of all the rural elec-
tors). The greatest activity was shown by the masses of the
middle peasants who often, in the course of the elections, got
into much closer touch with the poor of the villages. The village
poor and especially the agricultural workers ~ however still
showed an unsatisfactory activity. The beneficial effect of the
work among the village poor, which up to now had only been
intensified to an insignificant degree and only in some districts,
was demonstrated in the growth of the activity and the impro-
vement in the organisation among the rural poor. On the other
hand the large peasantry, who often showed great activity.
were compelled, in the majority of cases, to abandon the open
defence of their class interests and their anti-Soviet policy and
they took refuge in hiding their class ambitions under the sheep’s
clothing of the so-called “interests of the village poor”, “revo-
lutionary legality” etc. )

5. The election campaign brought into higher relief the pre-
dominance of the different social strata in town and country and
gave evidence of still greater solidarity of the working class and
the peasantry in standing by. the Soviets. It also emphasised
the difficulties, which. in view of the new conditions. have arisen
in the work of the Soviets and the deficiencies in carrying out
the leadership of the Party. The Soviet election of 1926 is conse-
quently of extraordinary importance, as it put fo the test the
policy of vitalising the Soviets and of carrying through revo-
lutionary legality. The results of this general election campaign
— the first since the policy of vitalising the Soviets was carried
through — must above all be examined from the point of view
of further strengthening the proletarian dictatorship on :.he‘?'babls
of the development of the (prolefarian) Soviet Demacracy.
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THE - VITALISATION OF ° THE SOVIETS, THE PROLE-
TARIAN DICTATORSHIP AND THE LEAD OF THE COM.
) " MUNIST PARTY. ;

6. The policy of the vitalisation of the Soviets, as an actual
step on the way to the development of the Soviet Democracy
(the proletarian democracy), must be based on the principle that
the proletarians and the poorest peasant semi-proletarians
should remain the “regular and only foundation ot the whole
apparatus of State” (see the programme of the C.P. of the Soviet
Union). This not only does not exclide the necessity of a real and
ever extending enlisfment of the whole chief mass of the pea-
santry m Soviet construction, it actually demands it as a preli-
minary condition to the strengthening of the Soviet Power.

In the period in question, this task is of particularly great
significance for the proletarian dictatorship, in view of the
consolidation ot the material basis of the proletarian dictatorship
(State industry is becoming more and mrore the decisive basis
of the whole economic system of the country), in view of the
considerable growth of the proletariat, which 1s ever increasing
in mumbers, ui view of the great strengthening of the whole
Soviet system and finally of the Comununist party itself, which
is at the head of the proletarian dictatorship. This is why
special emphasis is laid at present on the task of consohdating
the alliance between proletariat and peasantry. “The chief prin-
ciple of ihe dictatorship is the maintenance of the " alliance
between proletariat and peasantry, so that the proletariat may
maintain the share that it holds in the Power of the State.”
(Lenin.) From this arises the necessity of creating a broad and

sctive circle, consisting of middle and poor ‘peasants, round

the Party in the wvillage. ’

7. The alliance between proletariat and peasaniry will only
tzcome a firm support to fhe dictatorship of the proletariat,
when the leading part in this alliance is ensured to the pro-
letariat. For this reason the policy of the vitalisation ol the
Soviets, as a genuine proletarian class policy, demands that the
activity, ‘the independent activity and the organisation of the
proletariat should be reintorced with all possible means, and
especially that the proletariat should take part in the Soviet
elections and i all activities of the Soviets an every way. We
mast therefore not judge the positive political .significance of
the election campaign merely by the absolute figures as to
those who took part in the election. but alsc by the degree in
which the participation of the proletarian section of the electors
in the work of the Soviets, and their influemte on that work
grecws and is strengthened (under the proletarian section we
understand both the urban and the rural proletariat), and by
the rate at which the quantitative and qualitative sigmificance
of the advanced workers of both sexes elected to the Soviets
grows, and the active and really leading influence on the whole
work of the Soviets increases.

8. The policy of the vitalisation of the Soviets also aims at
doing away with the remnauts of the political influence of the
Lourgeois elements (Nepmen, large peasants. bourgeois intellec-
tuals) on the working masses. Any carrying out of the policy
ol vitalising the Soviets can only be recognised by the Party
as right, il it intensifies the organised fight of the workers
themselves against all political attempts of this or ihat bour-
geois element to influence the masses -- a policy which will
consequently lead to the final isolation of the bourgeois elements
in the country. In conaection with the election campaign, which
gave expression to the growing activity ol the petty bourgeois
strata both in town and country, it becomes evident how very
necessary it is that the masses should be enlightened with
regard to the political action of the bourgeois elements, either
onen or secret (the latter is much more frequent now), that
this action should be unmasked to them and that every attempt
of such bourgeois elements to defend their intellectual! and
political  positions, should be relentlessly combated. (For in-

stance, the attemnis to spread propaganda for their reactionary -

ideology by publishing literature which is “iriendly to the New
Qeviets” (“Smena Wiech™), in, the character of the forbidden
paner “Novaja Rossija”: further, their attempts to make use for
political purposes of some economic, cultural and religious
organisations contrary to the interests of the proletarian dic-
tatorship. especiallv in the National Republics. where the pro-
lctarian strata are numerically particularly weak ete)

% In view of the circumstances of the n w economic policy
and 1 view of the partial restoration of capitalist conditions

¥ -

and of the stiil continuing development of home and peasan:
industries in large numbers, it is inevitable that there should
be new aitempts on the part of the petty bourgeois political
parties (Mensheviki, S.R.), to re-establish their organisations
and their influence. It is now possible for them to conceal these
attempts to gain a right to existence in some form of making
use of the vitalisation of the Soviets (and also of the Cooperatives
etc.). The counter-revolutionary agitation for ‘the necessity of
establishing special peasant — in reality large peasani — par-
ties and trade unions, which would inevitably be opposed to
the proletariat and the Comsnunist. party must for instance, be
counted amongst these attempts. On the other hand it is also
possible that attempts may be made to cast the bait of petty
bourgeois policy (for instance Neo-Menschevism) in a so-called
“purely proletarian” disguise, under the cover of a so-called
“genuinely proletarian” policy and treacherous “Left” slogans,
which are opposed to the line of action of the C. P. of the
Soviet Union. It is also inevitable that there should be attempts
10 re-establish the petty bourgeois nationalist parties (Petljurists,
Djadists, Alashardinzes etc.). Apart from actually satisfying the
real needs of the masses of workers, the Party must conse-
quently make the improvement of the economic situation of the
chief mass of the peasantry the centre-point of its attention, as
it always has done, thus nipping in the bud the economic
cause of the political fluctuations of the small property owners.
It must combine economic measures with a relentless and syste-
matic fight against every petty bourgeois political vacillation,
from whatever side it may come and in whatever external form
it may show itself. The Communist Party and the Soviet Power
must continue to frustrate energetically and without mercy every
attack of the petty bourgeois political groups, whose political
idea is and remains a return to capitalism and an attempt to
lead the country back to a bourgeois Power, which make these
groups in reality direct accomplices and actua! tools of inter-
national capital. . :

10. In view of the danger already referred to of fresh at-
tempts to revive petty bourgeois policy, the question of the
inadmissibility of two or more political parties under the con-
ditions of a proletarian dictatorship (especially if we are steering
a course towards the development of Soviet Democracy) must
on principle be put very clearly. The existence of several po-
litical parties — and the fight for power which would result —
could lead to’ nothing but the actual destruction of the alliance bet-
ween the proletariat and peasantry which has been achieved
at so great a cost and which is now being consolidated. This
would mean the complete disintegration amd the direct under-
mining of the most imporiant foundations of the proletarian
dictatorship. The existence of. a fight between various political
parties (as also the existemce of pronounced fractions in one
uniform party) is incompatible with the victorious dictatorship
ol the proletariat and would, by its nature, mean nothing else
but some form or other of a resurreciion of bourgeois Demo-
cracy. In the conditions of the proletarian dictatorship therefore.
we refuse to recognise “the basis of Parliamentarism itsell, the
usual form of the bourgeois party system” (Lenin). The ex-
periences of the proletarian revolution in our country have
completely confirmed this principle of the development of the
proletarian dictatorship.

11. The fact that the C.P. of the Soviet Union has b2comne
in the course of the proletarian revolution the undisputed and
only leader of the proletarian dictatorship, is an enormou-
historical achievememt of the proletariat and at the same time
one of the most important and fundamental conditions for_the
really victorious development of the proletarian revolution. This
fact shows what should be the nature (in its most essential
features) of the Communist Party. the party of the victory o
Socialism; it must be capable of carrving on a correct proletariin
revolutionary policy, it must above all be deeplv rooted in the
masses of workers and in the broad masses of toilers in e
neral, and finally, it must understand how to combine, 1ron
discipline with true democracy within the Party. The develop-
ment of Soviet Democracy demands that the organised vanguard
and the leaders of the proletarian dictatorship — the party of the
proletariat — should in the first vlace itself tread the path of
the real development of genuine democracy within the Pariv.
whilst maintaining and further consolidating its iron discipline,
its unshakeable unity and the true, firmly-welded proletaru
solidaritv of the ranks of the Partv. It is onlv as a unmited par:”
and as the sole leader and guide of the proietarian dictatorsh:p
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that the Communist [Party can ensure the viclory of the pro-
letarian' revolution. o To.

12. Fhe only party in the.country of the proletarian dictator-
ship, the party of the Communists, must however-intensify more
and more the work of attracting non-party workers and peasants
to help in the total work of Soviet comstruction. In the present
circumstances, one of the central tasks of our Party must be to
fight against bureaucracy in the apparatus of State, to fight
against the numerous bourgeois-bureaucratic remains and ‘their
influence in all fields, to hglit for a real mmprovement amd ‘a
transformation of the apparatus of State. This demands that the
Commmumist Party should enlist the non-party workers and the
working peasamts in the- work of Soviet construction and should
give leading positions in' the State apparatus to those of thein
who are most devoted to the cause and most active. This is the
most practical way by which mutual confidence and reciprocat
conrol of the party members by the non-party representatives,
and of these by the party members, can be effected. Only in
this case (presuming that the work for raising the cultural level
of the masses is pursued with more ‘zeal), only ii the Party
shows the greatest possible understanding for the demands of
the masses and gets into closer touch with them by way of
giving the masses 3 more practical share in socialist construction,
inding and applying the most pliable forms of organisation” for
Soviet activity and combining with ‘this' activity the work of
other mass organisations (in the 'first place the trade unions,
the conferences’ on production, the Co-operatives etc.) — only
then will it be able constantly to intensify its work for the
construction of Sdcialism. - , -

v .. L
THE RESULTS OF THE ELECTIONS.

13. The chief result of the election campaign is that thjs
campaign has fully confirmed the ocorrectness of the political
course emtered on by the Party at the 14th Party Conference.
We realise this from the fact that the authority and intluence
of the Party among the masses of workers and peasants has
undoubtedly grown. In view of the firm course entered on by
the Party, that of making greater endeavours to enlist the non-
party workers and peasants in the work of the Soviets, it was
inevitable that there should be a certain decrease of the percen-
tage of Communists in the Soviets, especially in those in which
their percentage was previously fhe highest (for instance in the
urban Soviets). Nevertheless the results of the recent election
not only did not weaken the leading part played by the Party
in the Soviets, on the contrary, it unmistakeably strengthened
it This is confirmed by the fact that the election campaign
revealed the absenceé of even the least perceptible influence of
the petty bourgeois parties (Menscheviki, S. R. etc.), nay even
showed that they are completely barikrupt.

14. The increased activity of the masses in the elections
was demonsirated by the enlistment of considerable numbers
of naw workers; of new strata of workers and particularly of
mew strata of the pedsantry, small tradesmen, employees, the
intellectuals in the villages (teachers etc.) in the work of Soviet
tonstruction. The' total number of those who exercised their
right {o” vote has considerably grown since the last election,
thus, in the R.S.iF.S.R. alone fgrom 17 to 19,5 millions. The.
lirst wide-spread and open election campaign has unmistakéably
comfirmed the fact that. in spite of all thé clamour of the petty
bourgeois reaction about the “dying out of the Soviets” (nomi-
nally because of their class-homogeneitv) it is an indisputable
fact that a revival' of the Soviets has really begun.

15. The election campaign has made it evident that the task
of carrying through correctly and guiding the politics of the
election campaign has become very much more complicated.
Nevertheless. although some time has elapsed since the end of
the ebection campaign, the discussion of its results both in the
Party organisations as a whole and especially in the periodicat
Press must, in the majority of cases be described as unsatis.
lactory, even as-decidedly weak. At the same time, special atten-
tion must be called fo the insufficient political valuation and ex-
Planation of the election results. and it must also be pointed out
that very often there is a dack- of any authoritative statistical
data which would pive an exact picture of the class fight and
of the social and political tendencies which found expression
n the election campaign. -+ . - :

16. In view of.the growing activity of the chief mass of
the Peasantry, particularly of the middle peasants, and of the
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growing confidence in the Party, more favourable conditions
re arising in the villages for the treation of a bloc of the iniddle
peasants and the village poor against the large peasants and,
tn connection with this, we can report successes in the creation
of an active non-party circle round the Party’ and round the
Soviets. This, however, implies that our Party is faced in the
present period by particularly imporfant tasks and difficulties in
accomplishing the necessary work for the following reasons:

a) The party’ organisations in the wvillages have not vet
suffictent experience in thé formation of an active nom-party
peasant circle, and theréfore the growing activity of the chief
mass of the peasantry is far from being sufficiently organised
and turned to account by our Party. -

b) In consequence of the fact that activity among the agri-
cultural workers and the village poor grows very slowly., more
slowly than the activity of other rural groups, the interest and
the share taken by the agricultural workers and the village poor
within the non-party peasant groups is stil not infrequently of
but little significance. This results in much slower progress being
made in the selection from among the circles of agricultural
workers and the rural poor of persons to fill responsible func-
tions in- the Soviets (as well ‘as in the Cooperatives, in the
Peasant Relief Committees and in ‘other organisations), than is
the case in the circles of the middle peasants.’ .

17 In the towns, the proletarian circles which are not
organised in trade unions and the working. strata of the pai)
bourgeoisie have taken a much larger share in the election
than they have done in previous ones. In connection with this
and with the insufiicient attention paid by the party organisations
and other proletarian organisations to the elections in the
working class districts. the share taken by the strata mentioned
in electing representatives to the urban Soviets has considerably
increased. This fact deserves special aitention in view of the
Soviets of those towns in which the proletariat forms the mino-
rity of the pqpula‘tiop, e -

18. As regards the leading part played by the Party, it
should be specially mentioned, that the party organisations in
the villages entered on the last election eanmtpaign with much
more organisation, no longer with that lack of purpose which
was to be observed at the by-elections last year. Undoubted
success can also be recorded in the field of preparatory measures
of organisation and of the improvement of the election technique
(more frequent election meetings, previous choice of candidates.
dlection regulations etc.). - .

All the same we must admit that there have been great defi-
ciencies in this respect. Side by side with an appreciable im-
provement in the methods of administration on the part of the
local organisations, especially in the villages (renunciation of
methods of command and nomination as regards the Soviets),
the bow has oftén been overstretched in the opposite direction,
i. e. on the side of direct rejection of any leadership on party
lines; on the side of the party organisations ‘considering that
their task in the election campaign is merely that of allowing
themselves to be taken in tow. " S

In a number of organisations, the..attenipts io “hide the
face” of the party organisation, not to appear ‘in their own name
in defence of the policy of the Party, to abandon openly putting
up and defending tlieir own candidates,. did not find “sufficient
opposition. Further, the following defects must be mentioned:
insufiicient attention on the part of the party organisations to
the Soviet elections in the working class districts, inadequate
political instruction of the provincial organisations, lack of
proper discussion of the Soviet election in the Press etc.

19. Cases of misrepresentation ol the political lines of the
Party must be specially pointed out., Among these cases we
must reckon the.concessions, confradictory {o the lines observed
by the Party, in the working out and explanation of the election
instructions (both by central and local Soviet organs), as well
as the incorrect application and logse interpretation. of these
instructions and explanations in practice -in.the provincial elec-
tions. I connection ‘with this, .we inust emphasise that it was a
mistake to reduce the circle of persons not entitled to vote, at
a, time when there is a certain increase of the bourgeois ele-
ments both in town and country,

20. The part taken in the. elections by the trade unions
(especially the industrial trade wunions), the Cooperatives. the
Peasant Relief Committees, the Village Poor Commmnttees and
other organisations, was entirely inadequate. Special dnention
must be made of the lack of organised parncipation on the part
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of the youth and of the meetings of wonen delegates, especially
those of the women workers.

21. The growing activity of the masses found expression in
the somewhat increased interest shown by the Red Army and
Navy in exercising their right to vote (at the last election
campaign it was, on the average, 70% of the iotal strength of
the Raa Army).

The Red Army has already become one of the most important
training schools for Soviet functionaries, especially for the vil-
lages. The demobilised soldiers of the Red Army are taking an
ever increasing share in the work of the village Soviets. This
fact maies it necessary for the Party to keep a particularly close
watch in this direction,

22. Up to the present wz have insufficient data with regard
to the activity of the newly-elected Soviets, In general, however,
the work of the new Soviets reflects a further growth of their
activity, especially in the villages. The village Sowviets are in-
creasing in sirength on the basis of the improvement of the
budgets of the vilage communities and of tha development of
independent activity on the part of the poor and middle peasanis,
and are increasing in authority in the eyes of the working masses
of the rural population. As compared with previous years, the
part played by the Sovieis in yural life has grown in the pre-
sent period. In contrast to this, the activity of the urban Soviets
which until tha publication of the “regulations as to the work
of the Soviets”, which were receutly passed, had insufficient
material (Budget) and legal-crganisatory basis, has only deve-
loped sloavly and in an indequate measure. It is only now, on
the hasis of the new “regulations”, that, relying on the growing
activity ot the masses, the town Soviels have thz opportunity of
attracting to their work the working strata of the town, above
all of course the industrial worker.

.
CONCLUSIONS AND PRACTICAL TASKS.

The Party which continues the policy of vitalising the
Soviets (trade unioms, cooperatives etc.), must set itself the
tollowing tasks: .

1. In order that the fight for the improvement of the whole
Soviet appartus may be intensified and that the bureaucratism
of this apparatus and its seclusion from the masses may be
overcome, the workers, peasants and other sections of those
engaged :n work must be enlisted in larger numbers and with
more energy in the whole work of the Soviets (sections, councils,
commiissions).

2 With the same object in view, more energy must be
devoted to the selecting larger numtbers of nom-party workers
and peasants for responsible functions in the Soviets (trade
unions. cooperatives etc.), whilst great stress should be laid on
raising the standard of their education in politics, general cul-
ture and special subjects,

3. A greater responsibility of the elected members of the
Soviets and a better realisation of their duty to render account
to their electors must be demanded. For this purpose, it is ne-
cessary, among other things, that the electors should be infor-
med, that, if their representatives in the Soviets do not act to
their satisfaction, they have the right to recall them.

1. The election instructions of the cenfral and local bodies
must be corrected and brought strictly into harmony with the
Soviet Constitution and the general lines of the Party. It is
necessary to work owt supplememary direciions with regard to
the application of the election instructions in the districts with
a pepulation of nomads or semi-nomads.

5. Things must be brought to such a point that the Soviet
Constitition and the election norms established by the instruc-
tons dealing with them, are correctly carried owt. In doing so,
special care must be taken that those citizens who. according
to the Soviet Constitution, are not entitled to vote, be pre-
vented from taking part in the Soviet elections. In order there-
fore. that the compiication of the lists of electors may be con-
trolled and Soviet legislation properly carried out, it is necessary
that factory workers, agricultural labourers and the village poor.
as wwell as middle peasants should be included in the election
COmmissions. '

6. In order that the Party may be under better guidance in
varrving out the work in the Sovieis, the following are ne-
cessary: . ' *

a) The continuation of a svstematic and uncenpromising
trht 2gainst both the remnants of the methods of “comwmand”
ad “gominaon” with regard 10 the Soviets and the sym-toms

of a “tail” policy in carrying out the elections and the work
of the Soviets. - . .

b) Increased interest in the election and work of the So-
viets in the workiag-class districts, so that the workers of both
sexes immediately engaged in production may be induced to
take a maximuun of active interest in the elections and activities
of the Soviets. : ,

. This is above all necessary in localities with a small pre-
letarian population, since the other working strata, employees,
small tradesmen, domestic servants etc., are taking an increased
share in the clections and the work of the Soviets.

¢) More lively, ummediate and systematic guidance on the
part of our party organisations in the elections and in exten-
ding the connections between the Soviets and the workers and
peasants by the elected Soviet representatives.

d) Greater attention on..the part of the Press to the dis-
cussion of the results of the election and the work of the Soviets.

€) More attention to the right application of the Soviet Con-
stitution 1n practice and 1o the election instructions to that effect.

7. With regard to the active non-party peasaunt elements in
the village, the lollowing is necessary:

a) Systematic work in the establishment and gwdance of
an active non-party element in the villages. In doing so, there
must on no account bé any fusiou of the party organisations
with these active non-party circles, nor any tramsformation of
the latter into definite organisations of their own.

; b) Particular attantion mmust be devoted to drawing the
agricultural labourers and the village poor into this active circle
and to increasing the share and the influence of this section
within the active circle, and to a wider selection of agricul-
tural workers and village poor for fulfilling functions in all th2
bodies of the Soviets, the Cocperatives etc.

8. It is further necessary to accelerate.the application of
the new “regulations concerning the town Soviets” and to work
out the problems of the new duties of the town Soviets, toth
in general and in particular for the towns with an insignificant
proletarian population.-

" 9. There s further a need for an approach and close con-
nection between the activities of the trade unions, co-operatives
etc. and the activity of the Soviets; the part taken by these
organisations in the election campaign must be considerably
reinforced.

10. The same must be said with regard to the work of the
youth and of the meetings of delegates of the women workers
and peasznts and also with regard to the enlistment of un-
organised women.

11. Emphasis must be laid on the duty of interesting the
workers of the backward National Republics and of the pro-
vinces in the elections and in the whole work of the Soviets.
Here we are in many cases faced by the immediate duty of
creating and developing Soviets as the real organs of Sovint
Power.

12. Among the individual sections of electors, particular
care must be taken that the Red Army and Navy take part in the
elections and in the work of the Soviets.

13. With the object of attracting larger pumbers of workers
o the Soviet elections, it is necessary to take further steps for
improving the preparatory measures of orgapisation and the
election technique itself.

14. Better organisation of the rendering of accounts and
especially of statistics of the results of the election campaign is
necessary inn order to obtain more correct estimates of the class
elements and class tendencies. which become evident in the
course of the elections and in the results of the elections.

* - « ‘

First the 14th Party Conference and then -the 14th Party
Congress have approved the policy of the vitalisation of the
Soviets. The chiel tasks of this policy were: detachment of the
middle peasamts from the large farmers (Kulaks), the political
isolation of the large farmeers, extension of the alliance between
the proletariat and the village poor on the ome hard and the
middie peasantry on the other hand, the enlistment of the main
mass of the peasantry in the work of socialist construction, con-
solidation of the leading part taken by the Communists among
the broad mmasses of workers in town and country. The -first
wids-snread and open election campaign which was carried
through on the basis of this policy could not of cowrse be
entirelv free from a certain transitional character, 1t .could not
but show some features characteristic of a period of transition
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from the old method of the Soviets being guided by the Party
10 the new methods. In spite of the difficulties which came

to light in the course ol the clection, this election campaign fully.

confirmed the correctness of the policy carried out by the Party.
Ths is proved even by a simple comparison of the last election
campaign with the double elections of the previous year. The
Soviet elections in the villages showed how far the general
political situation in the villages has improved under the new
cearse of party politics: the growing activities of the chief mass
of the peasantry (village poor and mtiddle peasants) were di-
rected 1nto Soviet chamitels and developed in this direction. The
clections on the basis ol the vitalisation of the Soviets have
brought to light the conrmencement of a detachment of the middle
reasams from: the large farmers, an approach between the middle
peasants and the viliage poor, the growth of the political ac-
tivitv of the village poor, a weakening of the political influence
of the large farmers on the masses of peasants. The elections
have proved that the Party has faid the foundaiion stone of the
organisaiion of the rural poor into an independent political force
in opposition to the large farmers under the new conditions
which prevail in the villages. The general result of the Soviet
elections in the villages is that they have eniphasised the growth
of the authority of the Partv, of the confidence in it shown by
the masses of poor and middle peasants, who form the deci-
sive majority in the villages, and the consolidation of the pro-
letarian dictatorship. The complete futility of the attempts made
by the new opposition at the 14th Party Congress to under-
mine the confidence in the policy of the Party, has been clearly

revealed. The results of the Soviet election showed that the Op-
took its stand

nosition which, at the 14th Party Congress,
against  the new course of party politics, wished to
to the old and obsolete methods of

draw the Party back
teadership. Had this policy of the new Opposition been adopted,

it could only have led to a weakening of the Party in the vil-
iages, 10 an increase of the political influence of the large farmers,
and thus to the influence of the dictatorship of the proletariat
m the country being weakened.

Furthermore, the results of the policy of vitalising the So-
viets are of special signiticance for the developmient of Soviet
Democracy (proletarian Democracy) in general and above all
for the fight against Lureaucratism in the apparatus of State.
This first success shows that the abandonment of the policy of
vitalising the Soviets and thus of developing the policy of Soviet
(proletarian) Democracy in present circumstances, which was
practically the policy of the new Opposition, would have meant
that the Party would .acinally have been subijected to the pres-

sure of our
geois-offic fiuence and is to a large extent of a bureaucratic
nature, The Party has entered on a firm course for the inciease

o the wori of dev-ioping the Soviets and for the transformation
of the whole apmaratus of State; it has further enlisted greater
o grester masses of workers and peasants in this work and
has‘ thus created favourable conditions for an efficient fight
aganst bureaucracy.

In summarising the results of the Soviet elections, the
Part: renders itsell an account of the difficulties and deficiencies
‘nich have become evident, and it will continue to carry through
Aith stifl greatsr conlidence the genuine Leninist policy of
Malising the Soviets, which has been begun.
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anparatus of State which is still permeated by bour-,

|THE TRIAL OF RAKOSI AND COMRADES

The Fight and the Victory of the Hungarian

Communist Party.

By Karl Kreibich.
Comrade Kar! Kreibich attended the trial of
Rikosi and his companions up to the conclusion of
the case for thie prosccuiion,

Budapest, July 20th, 1026.

. The case for the prosecution in the Rikosi trial has now
Peen concluded. It was the chiei event of this trial, the whole
rurpose of which has Leen to hide a scandalous legi! murder
OV means of semi-civilised proceedings designed to win appro-
‘ition abroad, This may surely be stated, even though judge-
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ent will not be passed for several davs vet and cannat gow
be predicied; for, in view of the absolute hollowness the
“evidence of guilt” that has been brought forward against the
accused, and in view of the complefe collapse of the case fo-
the prosecution, the least punishment which can be exnecied,
namely the suffering which the accused have borne since theirr
arrest a year ago, coustitutes a wicked travesty of justice. The
only “proofs” which have not been demolished are the aun-
nymous reports of the police spies; the rest have been swept
clean awav in the course of the proczedings. All the witnesses
for the prosecution have withdrawn their evidence. and after
the swearing in of the four police officials therc was not a
single person in the court who was not fully convinced that
here four police rascais have commmitted the vilest purgery.
FEven such a loval paper as the “Pester Lloyd” has to-day been
obliged to admit that the only tangible proof arising out of
the whole trial is the admission on the part of the accused
Communists of their relation to the Communist International
in spite of all this, however, there is no prospect of even
a mild sentence, especially in regard to our Communist comn-
rades. Horthv’s gallows-justice will not be satisfied to deal
merely with punishable offences; it will also insist on pumshing
the Communist for the convictions which they have so fearlessly
and proudly confessed,

However shocking and painful the thought may Dbe that
our brave iHungarian comrades may have to endure vears of
imprisonment in Horthy's gaols — indeed, whatever the jud-
gement miay be, and no matter what excesscs may b2 practised
by Hungarian blood-justice, this trial will not ounly remain a
scroll of fame for the Hungarian Communist Party; it is the
first signal success of the C.P.H. since the collapse of the
dictatorship of the Soviets and it will be the starting-point for
furthec victories. .

After unspeakable trouble and sulfcring our Hungarinu
comrades have taken up the fight forced upon them by the
ruling powers, and they have made a start among the Hungcrian
proletariat. In face of great diffculty, and by means of illegal
activity. they succeeded within a short period in gathering
avout them a group of the best and most valiant proletarian
class-fighters. The success was so great and the eitect of the
illegal communist agitation among the masses was sc¢ marked
that the Social-Democratic workers began to rebel acainst the
corrupt and potitically and morally infected leaders ol their
party and of the trade umions. The Social-Democraiic leaders
were frightened and denounced their own comrades to the
police as Communists, while at the same time attempting fo
denounce the Communists to the workers as ungarisn Fascists
in disguise. A successful trick employed at this time by an
agent-provocateur put a sudden end to the endeavows of our
leading MHungarian comrades to organise a Comununist Party
and get its function legalised.

The interruption was a very painful one, but by virtue of
their revolutionary training our lungarian conmirades were able
to put a correct estimate upon it: “Our opponents aie stronger
than we are and are in a position to force us to fight on the
ground that is most advantageous to them — and as such they
regard the law-courts and prisons; we are compelied to make
a stand in these places.” The prison, which was intended to
be their grave, and the court, which was designed to be the
place of their execution,.they made the scene of a desperate
struggle which they maintained with so much courage, stubbor-
ness and dexterity that, although their opponents had ali the
insirvments of power in their hands, while thev themseives
were pidctically defenceless, to-day they are indispuiably the
victors and the judgement can but add to the ill-fame of the
present Hungarian regime and its creatures.

Thanks to the tenacious resistance of the Hupgarian Con-
mumist revolutionaries, to their hunger- strike and 10 the protest
action of the working masses abroad initiated by 1he Communaist
International, the police inquisition with its system of torture,
the prison and the summary condemmnations have been overcome
and disgraced. The comedy of a “proper ftrial”, by means ol
which the Hungarian Government wished to throw dust in the
eves of foreign public opinion was transformed through the steadiast
and clever Uearing of our comrades into a tribunal belore which
thev appeared as the passionate accuser. while ihe ruling

svstem suddenly became the accused and is to-dar the c¢oa-
demned. The “defence” of the accused constituted the first public
Communist agitation speeches made 1 Hungary since the col-
lapse of the dictatorship. The police arrested cui comrades
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order to prevent them from agitating for Conmmunism, to pre-
vent hem from talking abow Comwmuwiism to little gatherings
of workers meeting together in secret; the result of this inter-
ference is that our comrades have broadcast their views 1o
millions of people throughout the whole country and that the
police and legal system of Horthy’s Hungary has been exposed
before the whole world. )

The chief point is, that the trial has shown that there is
a Communist movement in Hungary; the Hungarian Communist
Party is alive; indeed. it is alive and kicking in such o manuer
that the Communist International may well be proud of this
section. In view of the suffering and humiliation experienced
by the Hungarian Communist Party during the years succceding
the fall of the Hungarian Conmume this fact may be pro-
claimed to-day yriumphantly, especially by those who bore
this sufiering and humiliation and by those in sympathy with
them. The Hungarian Communist Party has regained its pro-
uwinent position among the Comintern, not in regard to the
numerical strength of its members and voders, but to ifs Leninist
training and temerity. Rakosi and Weinberger have by their
courage and able conduct in this affair proved themselves to be
real leaders, but a word has to be said for their companions in
this case. The trial proved that the best, most courageous and
morally steadfast proletarians, the chosen of the Hungarian
revolutionary proletarians are members of the Hungarian Com-
munist Party. They have behaved like heroes and have fought
like lions and the proletarians among the accused showed that
they have not only graduated in a school of courage but also
in a school of mental culture; in their outspoken, plain pro-
letarian revolutionary logic they held the advantage over the
whole apparatus of prosecution. The report of this trial should
be published in book form so that Comintern may have a
manual from which to learn how Communists should behave
before a court,

It must aiso be said that the accused belonging to the
Vagi Party, also those who expressly declared that they were
not adherems of the Communist International and who heid
views widely divergent from Communist ideas, conducted them-
selves in the court with dignity and courage and emulated our
comrades in this direction. It was aiso evident that the best
eleinents among the Social-Democratic workers of Hungary
are sharply opposed to the leadership and policy of the Hun-
garian Social-Democratic Party. The fact that thev have not
moved furtlter towards the Left is largely attributable to the
creumstance that after the collapse of the dictatorshin Hungary
was shut oif from all teaching of Conununist views and, indeed,
of views held by any Socialist of the Left. This tendency on
the part of the Sccial-Democratic workers forced the Social-

semocratic leaders to modify their attitude towards the Vagi
peopie and also towards our comrades and to speak in the
court as favourably as Social-Democratic leaders are capable
ot speaking under such circumstances. This does not alter the
fact that the trial was also a tribunal in respect to the Hungarian
Social-Democratic Party.

Despite the police supervision, we managed to some extent
1o get into touch with comrades and we learned that the trial
has made a very decp impression upon the workers. The whole
of the political interest of the Hungarian working-class turns
upon this case. It was the first public appearance of Communisis
in Hungary after the collapse of the dictatorship and our pre-
sence did not fail to make its mark. The llungarian working-
class see that the Commrunist International did everything it
¢ould to prove to the revolutionary class-fighters before the
court and, at the same time, to the whole tortured proletariat
of tlungary ‘the solidarity of the Communist world-prolctariat.
It was an impressive demonstration froin the whole world of
the frawernal solidarity against which the Hungarian proletariat
has been for seven vears hermetically sealed. From guarded and
furtive indications of sympathy we could see what importance
was attached to our presence in the court. _

W hat we saw convinced us that Hungarian Conmunists are
carrying on the light outside the court also and that for everv
tighter who is put into prison a fresh one steps into the breach
and that the ranks of the Hungarian Commiunist Party are
formed out ol the best proletarian elements and that they have
bezen encouraged and strengthened by this trial. )

We icel deeply the personal sacrifices involved in the trial,
but it is gratifving 10 know that the record of the Rikos.-aftair
s the epic of the fight and victory of the Hungarian Com-
manist Party,

Letters from Budapest to the “Inprecorr.”
By Karl Kreibich (Budapest).

Comrade Kreibich was present at the pro-
ceedings up to the conclusion of the hearing of
evidence, The previous Letters from Budapest to
the “Inprecorr.” were also written by him. Ed.

EIGHTH DAY OF PROCEEDINGS.
Budapest, Juli 22, 1020.

The cross-exanunation of witnesses is continued.

Gabriel Horovitz.

" General Secretary of the Wood Workers Union and social
democratic member of the Budapest town council, in reply to
the question of the President, states that he does not exactly
kiiow what was the cause of the split between the Social Demo-
cratic Party and the Vigi group. The Vienna Commission of the
11. International decided that we must do everything n order to
avoid a breach. But this had no result and therefore the leaders
of the Vigi group were expelled.

President: Did the Vdgi group have connections with ihe
1. International?

Horovitz: No, only with Hungarian social democratic
emigrants. as Buchinger, ‘Garami, Kunfi, Garbai and Bahm.

President: Among them being also Landler?

Horovitz: Landler is not a social democrat, but so far as
I know the Vigi people had no connection with him.

President: Only so far as you know! Have the Vigi people
received fimancial support from abroad?

Horovitz: I do not know anything of this. But it is to be
assumed that as their supporters were all unemnloyed, they
did not pay any contributions.

Public Prosecutor: But you are acquainted with Vigi.
What sort of a man is he.

Horovitz: A respectable worker, honest-minded and sincere.
He never expressed bolshevist opinions.

Public Prosecutor: Why then was he expelled from the
Party?

Horovitz: Because he said and wrote in pamphlets that we
have betrayed the Party and are lackeys of the government.

_Public Prosecutor: You say that Bohm and Kunfi efc, are
social democrats and not conwnunists. But they were people's
commissars during the dictatorship? .

Horovitz: But they did not on that account cease to be social
*democrats. They served the Soviet government just as man
bourgeois people served it.

ublic Prosecutor: And were the Vigi people without an
connection with the 1. International?

Horovitz: The leaders of the Vigi group known to us
certainly had no such connections; they were and remain social
demorcrats. Whether any of their individual supporters were
in contact with communists 1 do not know.

Defender Dr. Lengyel: To what body does the French Con-
federation du Travail belong?

Horovitz: To the Il. International.

Dr. Lengyel: Does the Social Democratic Party also receive
money from abroad?

Horovitz: No!

Dr. Lengyel: But they receive support during strikes.

Horovitz: The trade unions receive support from the
Amsterdam Central out of the contributions of the workers.

Dr. Lengyel: What is the difierence between the social de-
mocrats and the Communists?

Horovitz: The difterence is in the question of pace. The
social democrats are in favour of proceeding more slowly as
regards achieving their final aim than the commiunists.

President: Are the social democrits in favour ol the dicta-
torship or for a violent overthrow? )

Horowitz: The social democrats are neither in lavour of
the dictatorship, nor of a violent overthrow nor for the de-
struction of the Siate.

The President has the last statement of Horovitz recorded
word for word.

Defender Dr. Revesz: But you declare, as a social dem-
crat, that vou stand on the basis of the “Communist Manifesto™.
But this contains a passage to the etiect that the forceful seizure
of power from the bourgeoisie is aimed at-
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Horovitz: 1 am aware of that, But here there is a diflerence

between theory and practice.

Dr. Lengyel: It is said that you have depounced members
of the Vigi Party to the police. ‘

Horovitz: 1 said nothing to the police other than what
I have said here.

Dr. Lengyel: Who convened the Vienna Confereuce of the
(L. International at which the question of the Vdigi Party was to
have been settled?

Horovitz: The Social Democratic Party and the Vidgi Party.

Dr. Lengyel: What was the object of the Congress?

Horovitz: To overcome the crisis and to restore peace to

the Party. But it did not succeed in doing this.

Dr. Lengyel: Is it your usual practice to expel workers who
make opposition?

Horovitz: No, but the Vigi people infringed party disci-
pline and ventured to make accusations against the Party Exe-
cutive.

Dr. Lengyel:
opposition ?

Horovitz: Yes, but it was VAagi’s aim to remove the leaders
and to take qver the leadership himsell.

Dr. Lengyel: Is a conmunist the same as a class lighter?

Horovitz: No,

Vigi: Why was I expelled from the Party?

Horovitz does not answer.

Vigi: Do you know that there are social democratic par-
ties abroad which are more radical than the Hungarian social

democracy ?

Horovitz: Yes.

Rikosi: Are you aware that the social democratic party
has lost 64,000 members since May 1925?

Herovitz: That is not true. We only lost those who emi-
grated or committed suicide owing to poverty.

Rikosi: Is it a fact that, when so many workers were er-
pelled from the Woodworkers’ Union, police were posted before
the entrance to the secretariat in order to protect the secretariat
against the workers?

Horovitz: Yes.

Réikosi: Is it a fact that these police were paid with the
money of the trade union?

Horovitz: Yes.

Rékosi: Have other trade umions called in the police to
help them against the workers?

Horovitz: Yes, the Building Workers for example,

Hajdu (one of the accused): Is it true that Peidl was helpful
to the Hungarian Government in its obtaining support from
abroad?

President: I do not permit that question.

Gogos: Tell me, most worthy Mr. Horovitz...

President: I call you to order for that ironical expression!

Gogos: ... is it true that you informed the police over the
telephone that we are communisis? g

Horovitz: That is not true. .
Hajdu puls further questions to Horovitz regarding Peidi’s

conduct as a Minister, the law for the maintenance of order, the
law for restoring the finances and as regards international ob-
ligations. All these questions were declared by the President to
impermissible.
Weinberger: Do you know that we Communists stand for
a4 united trade union organisation and for the united front?
Horovitz: As regards the first part of your question, my
reply is that | am aware of it, as regards the second part I am

ot convinced.

Weinberger: Has the Hungarian Social Democracy opposed
fhe conclusion of a treaty with Russia?

Horovitz: On the contrary. we have agitated for it.

Weinberger: But Count Bethlen has..,

President: We have nothing to do with that here.

Weinberger: You said on one occasion that the Social De-
Mocratic Party would suppress our Communist Youth Move-
Ment with every possible means.

_ Horovitz: That is not true. I was not even aware of your
existence, nor did I know that Rakosi is here.

. Palotis: Do you know that Social Democratic agitators re-
Celve very large sums on account of daily expenses when they
are visiting tﬁe provinces?

President: I do not permit that question.

. Szabé (one of the accused): Do you know that half a mil-
lion land workers are starving in Hungary, whom the party al-
lows to perish without troubling in any way about them?

Then nobody is allowed fo make decisive

Horovitz (very excited): Are we big landowners? How can
we help it? Are you not aware of the decision of the Ministry
of the Interior which renders impossible any work in this sphere”

President: | call the witness to order. You must not be so
excited.

One of the accused: Can anybody be expelled from the trade
unions meerelv because he is a communist, a syndicalist or an
anarchist?

Horovitz: No.

Kovics (one of the accused): Is it not a fact that the “Nepszava™
called us communists and also “Awakening Hungarians?

President: We have nothing to do with that here.

The Mayor of Neupest, Dr. Semsey, and some other wit
nesses are now called, who declare Heinrich Hajdu (one of the
accused) to be a well-conducted person holding high ideals; he
was only engaged in cultural questions and had nothing to do

with Bolshevism.
Agent Provocateur Ludwig Samuel.

Ernest Schon (a witness) had made incriminating stote-
ments to the Police, but now takes them all back. He is a mem-
ber of the.V4gi Party. He was acquainted with the Agent Pro-
vocateur Samuel and was to have received letters for him, but
not a single letter arrived. When the arrests were carried out
Samuel said to the witness, “l shall not be arrested.”

Weinberger: What role did you play in the “Singer-Putsch.’?

President: I call you to order. We have nothing to do with
that here.

Weinberger: Did you put up Samuel in your house?

Schor: No.

Weinberger: Did the Police Inspector put into your mouth
the statement you made before the Police?

President: 1 forbid the witness to answer such a questicn.

Several workers are now called as witnesses to testify that
the accused Dohdny agitated for participation in the demonstra-
tion of the V4gi Party which had been prohibited, and also
agitated for violent resistance to the police. All the witnesses
take back the incriminating statements alleged to have been
made by them before the police and declare that they were taken
down wrongly. Dohdny only brought three flags with him, but
did not say' anything.

The President therelore asks the witness Franz Rubin, which
is the real truth, what you said then or what you said today?

Rubin: Both. (Laughter).

Dohgny: I propose that the witness be examined as to his
mental condition. (Loud laughter).

A witness states that he saw how Dohdny wass ill-treated
by the police. He was present at the arrest of Dohany.

President: We have nothing fo do with that here.

Eugen Polgir (a witness): declares that nothing illegal was
done by the Vigi Party. They mainly discussed the class struggle.

Public Prosecutor: What do you mean by the class struggle?

Polgir: The defence of the interesst of the workers and the
endeavour to prevent the workers having to work for starvation
wages,

Public Prosecutor: But the Social Democratic Party also
stands on the basis of the class struggle. so that there was no
need to leave this party.

Polgir: But the Social Democracy betrayed the workers and
concluded a pact with the government.

Stefan Kis (a witness) takes back the statements he made
to the police, on the ground that he had been pushed, beaten,
bound and gagged, and placed in a solitary cell in order to
compel him to say what the Police wanted him to say.

Paul Szekeres (another witness) also takes back the state-
ments he made before the Police.

Alexander Spitzer, a painter, states that Dohdny had the in-
scription written on his flag: Socialists advance.”

NINTH DAY OF PROCEEDINGS
Budapest, July 24, 1926.
The first witness to be cross-examined today was the social-
democratic member of parliament
Dr. Eduard Hébelt

a professor of the Academy of Law in Oedenburg. He took part
in the deliberations of the Committee set up in Vienna by the
Il International in 1924 for the purpose of examining the con-

_"_‘4 .



920

International Press Correspondence

No. 55

ditions in the Hungarian social democracy. The Commission
condemned the Pact entered into by the Party with the Hungarian
govermment. The Pact was only excused by the fact that many
members of the Party were imprisoned, while their families were
sufiering want and the Pact brought certain ameliorations. Only
members of the II. Imternational took part in these discussions.
Even the Left socialists who condemned the Pact, as Bauer
and Kunfi, have nothing to do with the I1I. International. Gén-
dor was only present as a journalist. Since then he has for
long been in Anerica.

President: Was anything spoken there with regard {o af-
fikation 1o the 2!, International? :

Dr. Hébelt: This International had ceased to exist, as it
had been amalgamated with the Il. International.

President: What 1s the final aim of the II. International?

Dr. Hébelt: The replacement of capitalism by a system of
production in which there will be no exploitation and suppres-
sion of the proletariat.

President: What is the final aim of the Third International?

Dr. Hébelt: The rule of democracy.

President: What about the dictatorship?

Dr. Hébelt: That is only the iorm of government during the
transition period. I am convinced that the dictatorship will in
fime be abolished in the Soviet Union and the organising of
other parties be permitted. The difference between the two Infer-
nailonals is only one of tactics.

The witness then states that he intervened in order that
followers of the Vigi Party should obfain passports so that
they could attend the Vienna discussion of the IL International
regarding the Hungarian Social Democracy.

Public Prosecutor: What are the relations between the
L. International and the 1L and Il Infernationals?

_Dr. Hébelt: It would require one with great knowledge of
their history to go into that question. The 1. International
ceased to exist 60 years ago.

Public Prosecutor: What was the nature of the Pact between
the Social Democracy and the government?

_ Dr. Hébelt: The Pact has already been made public. The
aim  of the government was that, in the elections, the social
democracy should not cooperate with the bourgois opposition.
rarticularly with the Rassay Partv (Democratic Party).

A Delender: Who was it {hat took the initiative in this
Pact, the government or the Social Democraey?

Dr. Hébelt: Both parties desired it so tha they both came
together for this purpose. i
_ Defender: Are you aware that the Social Democracy pledged
itsell under the Pact to break oii all connections with the emi-
grants?

Dr. Hébelt: Yes, | know that

Delender: Are you aware that by this Dact the Party surren-
dered important rights?

Dr. Hébelt: Yes.

Delender: Do you regard it as psychologically inielligible
when, under these circumsiances, anybody leaves the Darty?

Dr. Hebelt: Yes. )
Uefender: Are vou aware that the Vienna Commission of the
I'mernational considered the pact to be incompatible with
sacizlist morality ?

Dr. Hébelt: Yes.

Defender Dr. Gyéry: Did the Darty unilertake in the Pact
not 1o organise the railway workers, postal employees, land
workers and {obacco workers?

Dr. Hcbelt: Yes. otherwise we conld not obtain the relevse
of those impriconed and interned.

Defender Dr. Gyory: That is very important. because only
the Partv Conference was compeient to decide such a guestion,
but not the Partv Exccutive,

Dr. Hébelt: Yes, that is what the Vienna Commission staled
and it was also declared that the discontented elements should
carry on their opposition within the Party and not withdraw
from the Party.

Hajdu: Do vou know that under this Pact the Party Fxe-
cutives could deterimine who shoutd be released from internmen
and prison. and that the Party leadership could ihereiore leave
FCHNVenient persons i prison?

Dr. ébelt: T know nothing of this: 1 should have opposed
it it 1 had had anvthing to sav in the matrer.

Hajdu: Do vou know that the Party Executive mude it im-
possible for us to do any work in the Darty, a5 all our pro-
Posals were rejected?

i

Dr. Hébelt: But we social democrats are constantly outvoie.
in the National Assembly, we are always in the Minority, bui
we do not go over to the Czechoslovaks for that reason.

Hajdu: Are you aware that before the conclusion of ke
Pact by the government the Party Executive were granted pri-
vileges with regard to the cooperative movement?

Dr. Hébelt: | know nothing of that. .

Several defenders ask Hébelt how he himsel! regards the
secession of Vagi. )

Dr. Hébelt: 1 did not approve Vagi’s secession, but I found
it quite understandable. As absolutism prevails in our country ...

President: 1 beg your pardon! .

Dr. Heébelt: ... 1 find it quite understandable, even if T do
not agree, when anybody opposes the oppression with sharper
and finally even with illegal means. The Vigi Party. just as the
Social Democracy, is striving for a transformation of relatiors
and conditions. Between them and us there only exists the diffe-
rence in the rate of procedure and in tactics. The Social Demo-
cray is also a revolutionary Party ,but it believes in evolution.
We approve a revolutionary movement in principle. Every Party
strives for power. We believe that every party should be iree
to proclaim its principles.

President: But only by legal means?

Defender Dr. Vamos: Is it not the fault of the government
power and the form in which it is exercised when ccitiin move-
ments are regarded as illegal?

President: This question cannot be permitied.

Defender Dr. Admeto: Is there a difference betwreen Com-
munism and Bolshevism?

Dr. Hébelt: 1 do not find any difference.

Dr. Admeter: Is not Communism the theory and Bolshevism
the practice?

Dr. Hébelt: In such case there would be no difference bi-
ween Communism and Socialism, .

Defender Dr. Gyory: Have not the social-democratic pirties
also the collective method of production in their programme?

Dr. Hébelt: Yes.

Dr. Gyéry: Is the II. International also revolutionary? )

Dr. Hepelt: In the question of the method of production it
is revolutionary, but there is an enormous difference hetwvee1
violence and revolution. Revolution does not merely mean figh-
ting with weanons. We want to obtain our ends by peacein!
means. With us. unfortunately, we have concealed absolutism
but in other states, as in Switzerland and England. democracy
prevails. The social-democratic tactics have to adant themselves
to the conditions,

Defender Dr. Lengvel: Do you consider the accused 2s being
participators in a revolutionary movement?

Dr. Hebelt: From the social democratic and human standpoint
1 condemn what they have done, because in our country they are
put into prison as a result. .

President: We have nothing to do with that here!

Dr. Hébelt: But 1 do not hold the opinion that the accused
have worked with a view to a terrorist upheaval.

President: 1t is for the court to judge this question. Theore-
tical debates are not permitted here.

A Defender: What is your attitude regarding terror?

Dr. Hébelt: Speaking generally | consider the emplovient of
terror in certain cases justified, but we are against its being em-
mloved,

President: Is vour remark that the Social Democracy foliows
peaceful methods. but nevertheless wishes to achieve Conmmunism,
your private oninion or is that the programme of the Party?

Dr. Hébelt: My private opinion.

President: That statement must be taken down! ]

A Delender: Do you consider Weiszhausz to be a socialisi?

Dr. Hébelt: Yes. )

A Deicnder: How is it possible that the dictatorship prevails
in Russia?

7"President: This question is not permitted! ]

Defender Dr. Révész: Are there social democratic parties
abroad which are more radical than the Funoarian?

Dr. Hébelt: Yes.

A Defeader: Do you agree with the aims of the accused 10
establish a legal Comninnist Fariy in Huncar - .

Or. Hébelt: The standpoint of our Party is that every poh-
tical tendency should be permitied. )

Dr. Lengyel: There tosk place in Eerlin a Conference havin
as its aim the cooperation of the IL aud I, Internationals. There-
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fore the social democrats and commhunists are not unconditional
enesmies ? S

Dr. Hébelt: At this Comference it was a. question of the
unity of the trade union International, but apart from this they are
hostile to each other. - . ,

Dr. Lengyel: Is it not all the better for. the bourgeois. society
the more the II. and lIl. Internationals quarrel with each other?

Dr. Hébelt: Unfortunately this is so, and Vagi and his people,
altough they are social democrats, have worked against us.

Vigi: You know me very well: was | a socialist or a com-
munist?

Dr. Heébelt: A socialist of the purest water.

Public Prosecutor: 1 wonder that you now give Vagi such
a fine character. Why then was the Vagi group expelled?

Dr. Hébelt: Because they fought against. the Party with

terrorist means. ,
Vigi: Tell me in detail, with what terrorist means 1 fought

against the Party?
Dr, Hébelt: 1 withdraw this expression. I meant to say not
with violent but with very disagreable means. . ,
Vigi: Do you know that on the occasion of my expulsion
| was treated in a most unfair manner, and that I was not even
allowed to hear the statements of the witnesses brought

against me?

Dr. Hébelt: 1 do not know the details, I was ill at that time
and in Switzerland.

Vigi: Do you consider it possible to solve the social pro-
blem in capitalist society? .

Dr. Hébelt: No. .
| \g’a’gi: On whose side stands the majority of the working
class?
Dr. Hébelt: On the side of the Hungarian Social Deinocracy.
The future will decide as to which party is in the right.

Comrade Rikosi: What in your opimion is the reason that
the social democrats are allowed 1o carry on legal agitation and
party activity and not the communists?

Dr. Hébelt: Because the communists are considered fo be
more dangerous.

Comrade Rékosi: If, as you say, in our fight against each
other the bourgeois society is the laughing third Party, why does
the bourgeoisie bring us before the court instead of leaving us
to fight against you?

r. Hébelt does not answer. . o
Comrade Rdkosi: Do you know that Karl Liebknecht and

Rosa Luxemburg were murdered on the order of the social
democratic Minister Noske?

Dr. Hébelt: 1 do not know that.
Comrade Rdkosi: You say that in other countries there is

democracy. But in England a State of Emergency has existed for
months past, and in Paris the government is demanding full
dictatorial powets, Are you aware of that?

Dr. Hébelt: Yes.'

Comrade Rédkosi: Then democracy does not prevail there?

Dr. Hébelt: At any rate more than in' Hungary!

President: That is of no interest to us.

Comrade Rikosi: Are you aware that the
took part in Koltchak’s counter-revolution?

Dr. Hébelt: | onfy know that Struve sided with Koltchak.

Comrade Weinberger: What is the difference in Czecho-
Slovakia, for example, between the parliamentary work of the
Communists and that of the social democrats?

Dr. Hébelt: The communists shout more. (Laughter.)

Comrade Weinberger: You have acted as defender in many
gmnl(!’l;mist trials. Was there a single case where arms were

und? .

Dr. Hébelt: No. - .

Comrade Weinberger: That is what ] wished to ascertain.

Gogos: Are there cases where the bourgeoisie dispersed
the parliament when the radical parties obtained a majority?

President: This question is not permitfed.-

Gogos: What would the social democrats do if the govern-
Ment dissolved their party? h

President: 1 do not allow this question either.

social democrats

Witness Georg Bruck ' _
‘lates regarding the accused Grohovsky, that the latter always
Warked in the Social Democratic Party in the most disinterested
and unselfish. manner, demanded no expenses for his work. and

m the factory in which he worked. refused to accept increase

in wages when it was offered to him, declaring that he would
only accept general increase of wages for all the workers.
. Other witnesses also gave the best testimony regarding the

character of some of the accused.

Witness Alexander Pap

says that Grohovsky stated in a speech that the Vigi Party must
take care that they are not taken for “Awakening Hungarians”
or communists. ,

Public Prosecutor: Do you know that in the 19th Party
Organisation there were only communists?

Pap: | do not know that.
A Defender: 1 declare that nome of the accused belonge.

to the 19th organisation. What is the meaning of this question?
Public Prosecutor does not reply.

Police Officer Ladislaus Varga

is now called as a witness. He maintains on oath that the police
protocols were drawn up on the basis of statements of the
accused, without the latter being influenced in any way or ill-
treated.
Comrade Rikosi: Were you present at the examinations or
when the protocols were being dictated?

Varga: The police officers dictated them from notes which
they took during the examinations.

Comrade Rikosi: How were the reports of the detectives

made use of?

Varga: They only served as a basis.

Comrade Weinberger: How is it then that Schweinitzer’s
“notes taken during the examinations” correspond word for
word with the notes of the detectives?

Varga: But the protocols were drawn up on the basis of the
statements of the accused.

Comrade Weinberger: Do you know that Dr. Schwei-
nitzer added to my protocol the lying sentence: the Vagi people
are communists and were in connection with Bela Kun.

President: | call the accused fo order for this expression!"

Comrade Weinberger: Do you know that I threatened to
denounce Dr. Schweinitzer for giving false reports and that this
sentence was then struck out of the protocol?

Varga: | know nothing of that.

Comrade Weinberger: Did the examination of individuz!
accused take place in the presence ol the rest of the accused?

Varga: No, the others in the meantime were taken down
to the basement. : . :

Comrade Weinberger: That is what 1 wanted to get at. be-
cause consequently ‘the witness cannot know wheiher the other
accused were mishandled in the meantime.

" Police officer Stefan Harangozé

was present at the {aking down of the protocols of some of the
most important of the accused. He did not know whether the
protocols were taken down immediately after the arrests or
later. In any case he denied on oath that any ill-treatement took
place. During the examinations Dr. Schweinitzer walked through
the various rooms, which are next to each other.

Defender Dr. Gyory enters a plea of nullity against the evi-
dence of the witness being confirmed by oath, because he de-
clared on oath that Gogos showed no sign of ill-treatement.
while the medical certificate contained the contrary,

‘With this the hearing of witnesses was concluded. Various
wriften statements were now read, including the statements of
the crown witness of the police and the Public Prosecutor,

" Police spy Ludwig Samuel

who is suppased to have “escaped”.

Defender Dr. Lengyel protests miost energetically agains
this statement being read. Samuel is one of the accused. Samuel
was allowed fo go free without any order of the court. He can
be brought before the court as he is staying in Budapest. In
such cases the Penal Code does not permit.the reading of state-
ments, that is contrary to law.

The Senate nevertheless orders the reading of the state

ment dated 2nd of October 1925. From this docwment it tran-
spires that the whole indictment is built up excl:‘:;xveh‘ on
Samuel’s statements. The evidence contained in the wiictient i~

taken word for word from this statement.
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After the reading of this document Dr. Lengyel protests
against the court considering it as evidence. A hireling of the
police has the greatest interest to make lying reports in order
to obtain state money from the police, as his merits will only
be recognised in this way. Disinterested reports are not paid
for, and it is therefore clear that these reports, having regard
to their immoral origin. cannot have any validity as evidence.
It would be very bad for social morality, which serves as the
basis for the verdict of the court. il the only ground for this

verdict was .this immoral document. It was aiso proved during
the proceedings that most ol statements in this document are

lies. The police let Samuel go free and obtained a position for
him. Should Samuel. or his reports figure as evidence, it would
mean that the Public Prosecutor or the police have the right to
influence their witnessés by bribery. Under such circumstances
this document must be disregarded. as being completely con-
trary to law and immoral.

The President read for hours from the pamphlets edited and
published by the Socialist. Labour Party. The Defence declare
that the majority of these books and pamphlets were published
in ten thousands of copies months ago. and that the Public Pro-
secutor never brought forward any charge on account of these
writings. It is contrary to law if one desires now with the help
of these writings to place the rope round the neck of the accused.

There followed the reading of the statements of [rma Mendel
who was arrested at the same time as Rakosi but was immedia-
tely released. Irma Mendel, a former meinber of the Socialist
Labour Party, maintains that the accused Junasz delivered a
communist speech in a meeting, and that Juhasz was known
as a dangerous Bolshevist from Russia. The Defence prove by
means of documents that the accused Juhasz was never a pri-
soner of war in Russia, and in fact was never in Russia at any
time. The verbatim report of the speech of Juhasz was also
produced, and it was shown that it contained nothing in any
way inciting. '

. In conclusion the President read a letier which the social
democratic member of the German Reichstag, Dr. Kurt Rosen-
feld, addressed to the President of the Senate. In this letter
Dr. Kurt Rosenfeld affirms. on the ground ol his conversation
with Otto Bauer and Siegmund Kunfi, that during the Vienna
negotiations of the I1. International the delegates from the Hun-
garian social democratic opposition declared themselves un-
reservedly to be socialists.

Thereupon the President adjourned the proceedings until
Monday. e

Tenth Day of Proceedings.
Budapest, July 26, 1926.

Today the hearing of evidence was concluded. A number
of written statements were read which the police claimed to
have “found” on the accused. Other documents read by the
President were the theses and statutes of the III. International,
the theses on democracy and dictatorship, the 21 points and the
thesis on bolshevisation. The rest of the police “evidence”, con-
sisting of anynomous reports of spies elc., were read. among
them %eing the police reports of the speaches delivered by Vigt
on various occasions. Regarding one of the reports Vigi de-
clared: 1 only referred to historical facts, and do not withdraw
a single word. Imperialist policy follows the aim of securing for
capitalism a greater sphere of exploitation.

The Public Prosecutor withdraws the charges ~against:
Emerich Natir, Gisela Polgir, Johanna Bruck, Paul Szekeres,
Ernst Schon, Stefan Kis, Joset Kis, Emerich Foldi, Alexander
Piovarcik, Maria Kureli, Johann Mogyors. Eugen Spitzer,
Alexander Spitzer, (ieorg Nagy, Stefan Podor.

The proceedings against these are dropped.

Passages frem the writings of Bela Kun are read. Further.
an article by Rdkosi in *“Uj Marcius™, the scientific review of
the Hungerian Comwmunists, and decisions of the Communist
International.

Comrade Rdkosi declares that only isolated sentences. torn
from their context. have been read from Kun’s writings. As
regards thz decisions of the Communist International, those parti-
cularly concerning Hungary passed in the vears 1025 and 1026
have not been read.

The Public Prosecutor subntits “Letters”, “police documents™
and newspaper articles, bv which he seeks to prove that the
inllowers of Vigi were in connection with communists abrnad.

Defender Dr. Lengyel protests that, as evidemce regarding
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the aimis of the Ccmununist International, there are only sub-
mittad the decisions of the two world congresses of 1919 and
1920 and extracts’ torn from their context, fronr the writings of
Bela Kun. He calls attention to later decisions which protest
against the Peace of Trianon and in which the Commmnists in
Czechoslovakia, Roumania and Jugoslavia are pledged to oppose
the violation of the right of seli-determination of the Hungarian
Minorities. -He -demands the reading of further decisions and
iurtlher pasdages from the writings of Bela-Kun, Zinoviev and
Stalin. PRI - el P

Deferder Dr. Gyory moves that the whole of the writings be
read, from which only fragments have :been read. He . further
moves the cross-examination of the chief of the police Wetzel,
who maintains in a letter the statements attributed to the witness
Horowitz, which the latter now denies. " o :

Defender Dr. Birdoly moves the examination of winesses
as to the reason why the accused wemt on-hunger strike.

Defender Dr. Vimos protests against the Public Prosecutor
bringing forward as a charge the action of the Vigi Party for the
Commercial Treaty with Soviet Russia. This Party was acting
on the same lines as the government of Bethlen, which had
concluded this Treaty but did not secure its ratification.:

Defender Df. Admeto moves that the protocol of the pro-
ceedings of the Special Court be read. :

Defender Dr. Revesz states that the medical certificate of his
client, Gancz, is not available. He also demands the hearing
of witnesses who could give evidence regarding some of his
clients. i

Comrade R4kosi moves that the Communist member of
parliament from Prague, Kreibich, who is present in court, may
bz cross-examined as to how far the Communist Parfy in Czecho-
slovakia can legally exercise their activity and whether his
membership of the E.C. of the C.1. has resulted in his being
persecuted by the police of the courts." '

Comrade Weinberger challenges the correctness of the “re-
ports” submitted by the Public Prosecutor regarding “secret
decisions of the C.I.” and calls attention to the forged Zinoviev
Letter.

After a long consulfation the President announces the re-
jection of most of the proposals regarding evidence, and in the
tirst place the rejection of all further hearing of witnesses. Only
a few further readings are allowed, among them being those
from the work of Stalin: “Lenin and Leninism”.

SPECIAL TELEGRAPHIC REPORTS TO THE
S“INPRECORR”. "

Eleventh Day of Proceedings.
‘ Budapest, July 27, 1920.

A1 to-day’s proceedings there took place the reading of the
theses of the Il Imternational proposed by the Defence. In ad-
dition, two detectives were cross-examined who stated that they
were present as ofiicial witnesses during the examination of the
accused by the police, that they were present the whole time
during the cross-examination of all the accused, that in no single
case was force used, but the accused made their statements
voluntarily. The Deienders protested against the statements of the
detectives being accerted as made on oath. They pointed out that
the police practised brutalities. It is also proved by documents that
the detectives made false statemients. The court. in spite of this,
deferrds the detectives. ’ . -

Following this the articles of Bela Kun, Rikosi and Landler,
published in the “Uj Marcius”, were read. A motion of the
defenders was also accepted that the speeches made by Stefan
Vigi and Alexander Weiszhausz on the ocoasion of the founding
of the Socialist Labour Party be read in full.

Vagi declares, that the assertions he made in his speech
that the white terror had thrown 70,000 proletarians into prison.
were based on the statements of Chief Public Prosecutor Vigi.
He stands by everything he said in his speech, among other
things, that the irredentisin of the big landowners and of the
capitalists was solely for the purpose ol securing a greater
sphere of exploitation. He also stands by that passage of his
speech in which he declared that it is his firm conviction thu
the Hungarian proletariat will no longer endure the heavv op-
pression and that this suppression will very soon lead to a»
open outbreak.

Weiszhausz likewise declares that he fully abides by the
siatememts in his aspeech. In no other country in Europe his
reaction raged so furiously as in Hungarv, and the expression:
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used by him to characierise the conditions in Hungary were too
mild.

The proposal of the accused Weinberger and of the Defence,
that the General Secretary of the Federation of Hungarian Manu-
Tacturers, Max Fenyo, and the former Foreign Minister Gustav
Gratz be cross-examined regarding the Treaty with Soviet Rus-
sia, 1s rejected. The court also rejects the proyposal of the Defence
that the court institute an investigation as to whether the state-
m:nts Gabriel Horowitz made to the police, in which he de-
nounoed the accused, or the statemtents he made before the court,
in which he tried to excuse himself, are true.

The Public Prosecutor, Dr. Miskolsczy

now delivers his speech for the Prosecution. .

“The Court has to decide regarding three questions. The
accused belonging to the communist group have, without ex-
ception, confessed that they are communists. By this they have
committed a punishable act, and the court has only to decide
regarding the degree of pumishement. The second question is,
whether the Vigi group, no matter whether they are com-
murists or not, have by their actions .infringed the exceptional
law for the Delence of the State.” ‘ :

The Public Prosecutor admits. that .he cannot, prove that the
communists made any preparations for an armed- revolt. There
1s no doubt, hcwever, that the communists have always ende-
avoured to bring about an upheaval, and this is so in the present
case. The Commiunists are thieves, robbers and incendiaries. The
Communist Party reoruits its members from the lowest, most
dangerous and questiondble elements of the working class. A
practical proof of this is the fact that the Russian Comumunist
Party, as Rikosi himself admitted, has only 600,000 members.

Comrade Réposi interjects: “That is ridiculous, I said that
alonq. with the Youth they have 3 nmllion members!

. The President calls Comrade Rdkosi to order and threatens
him" with severe punishment. ;

The Public Prosecutor continues: “The Hungarian Com-
munist. Party comsists of such elements, and 1t is clear that such
elements fight only with violent means and only for a dictator-
ship of the proletariat, and are in no way idealists but ma-
terialists in the narrowest sense of the word.”. -

. The excitement with which the Public Prosecutor speaks
increases to a real outburst of fury when he comes to speak
of the dictatorship of the proletariat in Hungary. He says: “The
sole morality of the dictatorship of the proletariat is immorality.
The accused still glorify this dictatorship, a proof that they are
fighting for the destruction of the bourgeois State and for the
dictatorship of the proletariat.”” It would therefore be suicide for
the Hungarian social order to recognise the legality of the Com-
munist Party of Hungary. This legality: ‘'would mean a carte
blanche for the hooligans. e e

_ As regards the members of the Socialist Labour Party, they
maintain that they are not communists, but adopt the standpoint
of consistent class war. Whoever in Hungary even utters the
word class war is a traitor to his country. Whether the accused
of the Vagi Party are communists are mot, all their actions prove
that their aim was the overthrow of the present order of society,
and so they are also guilty. to ' ’

When the socialist theory has suffered shipwreck, in the
whole world, one must use fire and sword to prevent anyone in
Hungary being able to carry on propaganda for ‘this theory.
That the socialist theory has suffered shipwreck is shown most
clearly by the case of the MacDonald government. MacDonald
did not attempt to do anything against capital, but at the same
time he did not do anything in the interest of the proletariat, so
that he practically proved that the socialist theory is nothing else
than a fraud. When Vi4gi and his comrades maintain that they
stand on the basis of consistent class war and’ of revolutionary
Marxism, then thev are supporting the communists in Hungary,
although it has been proved in the whole world that the Com-
munist Party is the Party of the lowest dregs, and therefore the
working class in all the couniries of Western Europe turn with
loathing from the Commumists. (Great excitement and protests
from the accused.)

. The President calls to order and threatens all -the accused
with severest punishment. -
. “That the Vigi group”, continues the Public Prosecutor,
‘has committed punishable acts. is proved :among other things
by the fact that they organised terrorist groups. If, for the time
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being, these are only used in order to protect their meetings,
it is nevertheless quite certain that they would be used later in
list Labour Party in order to strengthen their own organisation,
order to overthrow the bourgeois society.:The Vagi group must
have known that the Communists would make use of the Socia-
but the Vigi group willingly tolerated this, because they wished,
in fact, to base themselves on the mob. It iS useless for some
leaders of the Socialist Labour Party to maintain that they are
theoretically {rained and intelligent people. Vigi speaks in such
a manner that even his fellow accused cannot understand him.”

All the accused make interjections; some spring up excitedly
from their seats. They call out: “Every ‘worker understands him,
he speaks the langunage of the proletariat.” - ‘

The President calls the accused to order.

The Public Prosecutor continues: “The demand for the
recognition of Soviet Russia alone represents a punishable act.
Hungary has never recognised Soviet Russia and never will
recognise it. Hungary is in a State of war with Russia, and it
is treason to the country when the accused laud Soviet Russia.

The Public Prosecutor calls to mind the “cruel deeds” of
the Hungarian proletarian dictatorship, and demands that the
chief accused be treated with the utmost rigour of the law. The
chief accused cannot plead extenuating circumstances. Rdkosi and
Weinberger -admit themselves to be so-called professional revo-
lutionaries. Against such people even the severest punishment
is too mild. Particularly damning is the fact that the chief ac-
cused carried on propaganda for Soviet Russia and betrayed
their own country. For the rest of the accused he allows as a
mitigating circumstance the - fact, that they have already been
severely punished by the social democratic Party having exclu-
ded them, and that by this expulsion they were driven in a re-
volutionary direction. o

After the speech of the Public Prosecutor, which lasted for
three hours, the Defence requests that the proceedings be ad-
journed till tomorrow. The President accepts this proposal.

*

Twelfth Day of Proceedings.
Budapest, July 28, 1926.

The whole of today’s Eroceedings "were occupied by the
speech of the Defender Dr. Zoltan Lengyel.

Defender Dr. Lengyel .
whole

world are turned to this trial. Already at the first proceedings
before the Special court, the labour movement of the whole
world. no matter whether social democrats or communists, sho-
wed the greatest interest for this trial and the working class
everywhere protested against the brutal manner in which this
trial has been conducted. At the head of the protest movement
there stood MacDonald and Vandervelde, Professor Einstein and
Romain Rolland, the most prominent figures of European politics,
science and art. And if we defend Hungary here and energeti-
cally protest against any intervention from abroad and demand

‘that this trial shall be conducted solely according to Hungarian

law. nevertheless this_ interest shown abroad is a fact which we

cannot simply ignore.
Under such circumstances it is a provocation of foreign
countries, and particularly of the public opinion of the working
class abroad, when the Public Prosecutor describes communists
as bandits, robbers and betrayers of their country. And it is,
in particular, a provocation of the Communist Party of Russia,
which rules this powerful country, which has overthrown Tsa-
rism, the hereditarv enemy of every movement for freedom and
the suppresser of the Hungarian fight for freedom of the vear
1819, ~'Does ‘the PublicProsecutors- T wish-to see- Fsa:
rism restored? For the}Pyblic Propeciior ‘must clearly realise
that the _overthrow of * the Soviets can only be followed by
Fsarism. Tt Trmmom et e
- What a-piece of irresponsibility and lack of tact it is. to
speak, under the cloak of patriotism, in such a manner regarding
Russia and the Conmmunist Party of Russia, when the Soviets
and the III. International led by the Communist Party, alone in
the whole world energetically raised their voices against the
Peace of Trianon, when Soviet Russia is the only State which
does not recognise the League of Nations which was set un on
a basis of robbery. The I International stands firmlv for the
principle of the right of seli-determination of the nations. and
the V. World Congress of the HI. Internationai express!: devlared
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:1at in the succassion States the fighi must be carried on for
the right of seli-determination of the nationalities, even up to
the denand for the right to complete separation. Soviet Russia
.5 the deadly enemy of every imperialism, but particularly, of
Rowmanian imperialism. 1 have already once declared, and I
repeat it in order that the Public Prosecutor may learn something
from it, that whoever is the enemy of my enemy is my friend.
When we think i all this, it shows the greatest possitle lack
of tact when the Public Prosecutor speaks in such language
regarding Sowviet Russia, the 1IL International and the Communist
Parties belomging to it. It is one thing to fight against certain
tendencies which are directed against bourgeois society, and
another thing to rail again these tendencies in the most unbridled
ianner.

In England, America, France, Germany, Belgium, Switzer-
iand and in a all the cultural States, the Conumunists can have
legal organisations. It is not true that the Comununist Party is
vrohibited in America and in Switzerland, and | do not know
where the Puliic Prosecutor got hold of this idea. In most States
the communists have a considerable representation in parliament.
I am far from maintaining that this development would be de-
sirable for us, who belong to the bourgeois class. Nevertheless
1t places the whole Hungarian legal procedure in peculiar and
anfavourabie light when these questions are dealt with in such
a manner as the Public Prosecutor has dealt with them

In the vear 1924 the Bethlen government concluded a Treaty
with Soviet Russia, which providad for the recognition of Soviet
Russia. This Treaty has not been ratified up to now. But since that
time it has alwavs been Hungary that has constantly demanded
nostponement of the ratification. Dr. Lengyel then reads details
irom declarations of Tibor Eckhard, Eugen Rikosi, Josef
Szterényi and other prominent poiiticians, all of whom emphasise
hat Hungary mwust incline towards Soviet Russia. 1t is ridiculous
here, where the court has to pronounce a judgement oa the
accused, to pass judgement on a fifth of the world in the form
of a shameful speech on the part of the Public Prosecutor.

Soviet Russia has been developing recently at a tremendous
rate. Today even the most pow:iful States in the world no longar
think of making an intervention against Russia,

Russia has left tehind the period of war-communism and is
now endeavouring to build up the socialist State, without however
thereby threatening the capitalist States. The whole world under-
stands this development. It is only the Public Prosecutor who
does not understand this and, with his limited Hungarian out-
look, feels himself especially called upon to provoke this power-
ful Russia upon which Hungary is dependent. The whole world
is full of enemies of Hungary, and our neighbours rejoice when,
by abusing Russia and by attempting to rouse public opinion
against Russia, we wish to set up a terrible dam against the
flood of Bolshevism. But even if this dam should he set up it
would not be a dam against Bolshevism, but it would bz a dam
rgainst Hungarv’s strivings for freedom. Hungarian prisoners of
war have in their time fought for Soviet Russia, and Russia will
never forget what acts of cruelty have been committed by the
Czechoslovakian legionaries led by Gajda.

The government will not thank the Public Pros:cutor for
iis speech, and 1 believe that no superior authority will associate
itseli with the speech of the Public Prosecutor. We must all
Jefend our rative soil. We should, however, not continuallv pro-
vake Soviet Russia, for should Russia once join our encmies,
:hcnhthe Hungarian nation would be swept from the face of the
ecarth,

After this first part of Dr. Lengyel’s speech which lasted
for three hours, the President ordered half an hour’s paus:.’

POLITICS
Current Political Forces in England.

Bv R. Paime-Dutt (London).

The fouricen weeks continuance of the miners' siruggle is
neaducing profound social and political eifects in England. As
heonext few davs mav see important changes in the situation.

Masy be of value to sunnmarise the results alreadv reached,
vilch show: ’ ‘

) First. that the heroic resistance of the miners has

sfready <aved and ralhed the sperit of the whale working

class from the reaction which would normally have followed

the debacle of May 12th;

Second, that the class situation in England is more
intense than it was at the beginning of the General Strike.
The economic losses resultant from the stoppage are very

heavy. Up io July 16, they have been estimated by the Liberal
shipowner, Runciman, as totalling £148,000,000, of which he
attributes £30.000,000 to the General Strike, and £118,000,000
to the Coal Stoppage; of the latter figure, £63,030,000 is put
down as losses in the Export Trade. This total is equivalent to
one third of the estimated total national income for the period
in question; the Export Trade loss is equivalent to two thirds
of the Export Trade for the period in question. These losses
cannot be made good by the bourgeoisie within the existing
capitalist econsmmc organisation, save at the expense of the
workers; the only line of solution, the line of nationalisation,
is closed to them for political reasons, which lead them to
shrink from even endeavouring any serious reorganisation for
fear of breaking up their own ranks; and therelore they are
compelled to intensify the attack on wages and hours, and to
prepare for intensified class struggle in front.

A consolidation of the bourgeois forces on a front of
open reaction and class-war has followed as the inevitable result
of the General Council’s betrayal. This has 'appeared in the so-
called capitulation of Baldwin to Churchill, Birkenhead, Joynson-
Hicks and the Exireme Right. The role of Baldwin as the
‘“friend of Labour” is laid on one side, to the horror and in-
dignation of the reformist leaders who declare themselves to
have been duped. In reality the roles of Baldwin and of Churchil
are two sides of a single shield; and the hour of the breaking
up of the working class ranks by the General Council is ine-
vitably the hour for the bourgeoisie to push forward their offen-
sive to the uttermost without concealment both at home and
abroad. This offensive has taken tho lollowing forms:

1. Against the Miners. The terms have been succes-
sively raised. in proportion as the General Council has more
and more completely abandoned and attacked the mners,
and the refusal of an embargo on coal has led to the
unhampered import and distribution of coal. First, the
Samuel Memorandum, promising no immediate revision of
wages; second, the Prime Minister’s terms, demanding an
immediate reduction of wages; third, the repudiation of thz
Samuel Report; lfourth, the Eight Hours Act, plus heav:
wage reductions, and opening of the pits on July 12 fo-
the miiners to return individually without reference to the
Miners’ Federation. Al these offensives have failed com-
pletedly. The latest attempt is a return to the mrethod ol
negotiation and promises —through the Churches this timz.

2. Against Trade Union rights. Legislation is semi-
official announced to restrict trade union rights, prohizit
strikes save after a ballot under government control, prohibi
unoificial strikes, restrict picketing and possibly aftack the
political levy. All this dis still under consideration.

3. Victimisation and Imprisonment. The Emergency
Powers are maintained now for the third month in su~
cessioin;  sentences on revolutionarv  workers continu:;
workers active in the General Strike are refused to be taken
back, and the Trade Unions have tound themselves by their
Agreements not to help them.

4. Poor Law and Local Government. Conditions of
relicf are still further hardened. At the same time a verv
significant attack is made on the Laour conquest of locl
authorities by new legislation enabling the central State
authority to supersede an elecied local authority by state
officials: this has already been done in the case of West
Hant where there is a lelt labou- majority,

3. Attack on the Soviet Union. The June 12 Note io
the Soviet Government is accompanied by heavy propaganda
for a break  of relations:; the Ministers, Churchil and Birken-
head, desnite the Cabinet decision to wait, make public
speeches for a break, which are subsequently accepted as
authoritative bv the Government. The question of the attack
becomes the question of opportunity.

This Government policy of extreme reaction is mot being
carried through without a cost. The appearance of Stafe
tmpartiality has been thrown aside; and the opzn emergence o
the Government as the representative of the coalowners and of
lower wages has aroused wider masses of workers, and also
large sectons ol the pettv bourgeoisie than ever before, as has
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been shown by the whole series of recent bye-elections, where
Labour victories over the Government candidates have been
reporded with overwhelming majorities of 4000, 6000 and 9000.
It is estimated that a dissolution and election at this moment
would probably result in a Conservative collapse, and even a
possible Labour inajority.

Sensing this situation, Lloyd George, still the cleverest po-
litician of the bourgeoisie, has been carrying through a signifi-
cant manoeuvre of preparation for a possible Liberal or Liberal-
Labour revival. This role of Lloyd rge is the only apparent
break in the bourgeois front at the present moment. During
the General Strike Lloyd George had calculated on an indecisive
conflict (he had not expected the sudden collapse of the General
Coumcil), and had endeavoured to appear as an exponent of
compromise. For this crime, once. victory had been won, the
other Liberal leaders, Asquith, Grey, Simon etc.,- immediately
turned on him and sought to drive him out of political life;
but the attempt failed and has only served to show Lloyd
George’s effective mastery (the funds are in his hands) of what
remains of the Liberal Party. Since then Lloyd George has
pursued his approach to Labour, i. e. the Right Wing Labour
leaders, miore conspicuously than ever. With his programme of
“Coal and Power” capitalist reconstruction, and his Land policy,
he has combined a crude reproduction of “Labour” propaganda,
attacks on the monepoly of wealth and on slums, appeals to
Christ and equality, sympathy to the miners, attacks on the
Communists efc. It is clear that some form of alliance of Li-
beralism and Right Wing Labour is being prepared as the
alternative, when the time comes, to canalise off the growing
popular discontent with the Comservative Government. But the
weakness of all these attempts to revive Liberalism, whether
throngh Lloyd George, or through MacDonald and Snowden.
is that they are completely unable to place themselves in
relation {o the growingly intensified class struggle and the
consequent {ransiormation taking place in the working class
movement. .

The Labour Party and General Council leadership, having
refused to lead the workers against the Government, can now
only conduct-a sham comedy of protest against the reaction of
Baldwin, while in practice driven further and further to the
Right. The Labour Party in Parliament has spent its endeavours
on petty and very slight disturbances, personal attacks on
Baldwin as a Hypocrite and Betrayer of the Nation’s Trust
(“instead of acting as Trustee for the Nation, he is acting as
Agent for the Colliery Owners” — Daily Herald, 16/6:26),
small exposures of coal shares held by Baldwin etc: anything
except a real campaign to lead the workers and the aminers’
struggle and fight for the downfall of the Government. The
General ‘Councii has issued a Manifesto calling in the most
general terms for resistance to the reactionary policy of the
Govermment (“The Labour Movement must offer the most deter-
mined resistance to this policy” “the General Council warns the
Government” “the Trade Union Movement is not broken”), but
offering no concrete forms for such resistance in the actual
struggle save financial aid, and refusing the one weapon de-
manded by the miners — the embargo on blackleg coal.

In practice the attention of the reformist leadership has
been concentrated on the inner fight against the working class
revolt. The General Council has first postponed indefinitely the
Special Conference to which it was to have rendered account,
has then induced the Miners’ leaders fo sign a treaty of
silence with regard to the past, has thereafter come out with
a Report which consists of a complete and shameless attack on
the Miners for refusingto surrender, and has finally completed
its journey to the Right by endeavouring to break off the Anglo-
Russian Comunittee.

By these measures the existing reformist leadership are
separating themselves more and more completely from the
masses, who are moving in an entirely opposite direction. The
spirit of the workers has been shown most cleary in the great
demonstrations of the miners that have welcomed Cook in
every part of the country: demonstrations of ten thousand.
twenty thousand and thirty thousand men. gathering into each
centre and echoing with a single will the cry of.no‘surrende_r
and no reductions, without a solitary hand or voice in opposi-
tion. No suggestion of surrender could receive a hearing: the
one miners’ leader, Varley, who had suggested the acceptance of
a reduction, was howled down in his own coalfield. “Is it a
crime” asked His colleague, Spencer, a Labour M. P, “1o suggest
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a settlement of the dispute?” “Yes” came back the unhesitating
ansiwer.

But the example of the miners, as well as the open coercive
measures of the Baldwin Government, has arousad the whole
working class, although they are shackled from efiective action
by the trade union discipline of the reformrist leaders. The swee-
ping wave of feeling that is developing is most clearly shown in
the bye elections already referred to, and which form an un-
broken stream. On the eve of the General Strike, after the
miners’ wage-cuts had been posted, came the Bothwell bye-
election, where a previous Labour majority of 3000 was doubled
and became 6000, and East Ham, where a Conservative majority
of 1000 was turned into a labour majority of 1600. Immediately
after the General Strike, when the press was proclaiming the
Baldwin Government as the saviour of the nation and the most
popular government in history, came North Hamwmersmith,
where a Conservative majority of 2000 was turned into a Labour
majority of 3000. Last week came Wallsend, where a previous
Labour majority of 1600 became 9000.

This wave of working class feeling finds no leadership in
the Parliamentary Labour Party or the Qeneral Council. The
only new leadership before the working class ‘is expressed
through the Cominunist Party and the. Minority Movement. The
result is a very striking expansion of these since the General
Strike. In the few weeks that have elapsed, 4000 workers have
joined the Communist Party — equal to half the previous
membership of the Party, and a sensational figure for English
conditions. The circulation of the party organ has risen to
70,000. Local labour parties and trades councils are moving to
closer unity with the Communists The London Trades Council,
the largest and foremost of the Trade Councils, at its Annual
Conference just held, has elected a Commnunist, Vaughan, as
Chairnran, besides passing resolutions on the lines of Com-
munist policy in current questions of the strike (demand for
embargo on coal. protest against General Coundil etc.)

All this shows that, beneath the hardening of the Labour
bureaucracy to the Right, and the reaction of the Badwin Go-
vernment, a prolound process is taking place ir the working
ciass. What began, even in the first days of the General Strike,
as simply a wage-struggle in the consciousness of the majority
of the workers, is widening out by the experience of the past
thirteen weeks, by the action of the Government and its strike-
breaking forces, and the inaction of the leadership, into a
growing consciousness of class struggle, of struggle against the
Government and of strugge against the reformist leadership.

The Situation in Belgium.
By P. B. (Brussels).

The economic situation in Belgium is very critical, with
the result that the political situation is decidedly disturbed and
offers the possibility of great surprises.

The Belgian bourgeoisie, represented by the Poullet-
Vandervelde government, is attempting to restore the shaken
finances of Belgium at the cost of the working class.

The Belgian working class had, as a matter of fact,
cherished illusions regarding the stabilisation. It is also not
1o be denied that the great majority of the workers of Belgium
are still under the influence of the Belgian social democratic
Labour Party.. What wonder, therefore, is it that the workers
are given over to illusions, when this party welcomed loans
as a blessing from heaven?

The disappointment, therefore, will now be the more bitter
the more the franc falls, the more all the social democratic
promises prove deceitful, and the more prices increase and

the cost of living rises ‘without a corresponding increase in

wages.
Although the eatholic-socialist ministry of Poullet-Vander-

velde had a sufficiently broad basis in the country, although
the socialists could count to a considerable extent, and still
can, upon the workers, and the catholics upon the rural popula-
tion, the Poullet-Vandervelde government were compelled. as
they were incapable of dealing with the situation, to proclaim
themselves bankrupt. After a crisis lasting a week, a new ca-
binet under the leadership of the liberal reactionary Jaspar
was formed, consisting of “financial technicians”. or more cor-
rectly said, of bankers. speculators and five social d‘emouﬂh.
with’ the indispensable Vandervelde as Foreign Minister.
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For the second time since 1914 we are witnessing the
spectacle of a government oi the “Union Sacrée” (Sacred Union).
In 1914 1t was a question of defending all the interests and the
native country of the bourgeoisie. To-day it is a question of
uefending the rascaiities of the bourgeoisie and dragging along
the burdens left by the war. To-day, as in 1914, the social
democrats do not hesitate to betray the cause of the proletariat
to the bourgeo:sie in the name and in the interest of the native
country. And thus the social democracy is again to-day, at a
moment of the most serious and greatest responsibility, pro-
ceeding to take part in the government.

The social democratic leaders are pledging the whole of the
interests of the working. class to the “Union Sacrée”, at the
very moment when the proletariat is beginning to recognise
that it is precisely the “Union Sacrée” that will fail to bring
a stable valuta, or at least wages that increase with the cost of
living. The social democracy is playing the role of a great
party. with very little prospect of success, at a period which is
tar removed from 1914. But whai can it do otherwise, now that
it is once caught in the machinery of the bourgeois State?

Although the social democrats are in the government, Bel-
gian Fascism, .in the garb of the “‘National Legion”, is increasing
its preparations fo set up armed detachments in order to be
able to strike at a favourable moment. Signs of activily are
already to be seen. They have also carried out attacks. - At
demonstrations and meetings the fascists behave in a thoroughly
military fashion, and not only that, the fascist reaction is
proceeding from words to deeds. And all this in a country in
which five social democrats are in the government, and where
there exisis a thoroughly effective and strong trade union and
political organisation which is the pride of the second Inter-
national.

It is true that proletarian Defence Corps are being organi-
sed, but how far it is really intended to carry on an actual
fight against fascism can be judged from the fact that the
Communists are being expelled from these Defence Corps.

It is true the social democratic press and the leaders of
the trade unions are carrying on an agitation against fascism,
but only with phrases and with the object of diverting the
attention of the workers from the development of the social
democratic policy, which is linked up with the government. And
whilst, on the one hand. they make a great outcry, on the
other hand they give fascism the possibility of organising and
arming itself, and expel from the Defence Corps the Communists
who are ready and eager to carry on a real fight against
fascism.

The Communist Party of Belgium is still a young Party,
but nevertheless it has recently ‘made considerable progress
and greatly increased its influence in the factories. It is working
with all its energy in order to make plain to the masses of the
proletariat the two-faced attitude of the social democracy, and
to bring together the whole of the Belgian working class in a
united front against fascism and against the policy of the
“Union Sacrée”, which, in spite of all the fine speeches, permits
iascism to become stronger. In addition to this, our Party
is conducting an energetic campaign for a sliding wage-scale
and in order that the results of the collapse of the Franc shall
be borne by the capitalists and not by the working population.

The Imperialists in the Orient.

By F. Raskolnikowv.

During the last few months, the efforts of world imperialism
have been crowned with partial success in a number of Oriental
countries. The defeat of Abd el Krim in Morocco, Chang Tso
Lin's victory and the defeat of the people’s armies in China,
the strengthening of Englisi influence in Persia, the concessions
made by  Turkey in the Mosul question — all these are insepa-
rable lints of one and the same chain.

In reality, our encnues’ achievements are gained at the price
of fulminant, incessant growth of internal contradictions, which
are cavsing the decav of world imperialism.

It might have been thought that the victory of France in the
first colonial war afier the world slaughter. the destruction of
the Riffs in Morocco and the victory over the Druses in Syria,
whose revolt s on the decline, would have opened up wide
prospects of forther expansion of French immeriatien. In reality
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however, the victory of France in her colomial wars is accom-

‘panied by a serious weakening of her internaiional position.

France has in the East literally no ome on whom to rely.
Before our very eyes, an Anglo-Italian Bloc is coming into
being, which will take the lead not only in Africa, not only on
the Mediterranean coast, but in the whole of the Near East.
This Bloc, the idea of which was ebviously couceived at the
autumn conference between Chamberlain and Mussolini is 2
weapon aimed at France and France alome. The oolomial policy
of Fascist Italy is assuming more and more the aggressive
character of belligerant imperialism. , -

The chief aim of Mussolini’s policy in the East is Tunis.
Nominally Tunis is a French colony, but in actual fact Italy
exercises the strongest economic influence over it.' It is well-
known that there is no unemployment in France. On the con-
trary, an elementary influx of foreign workers from Haly,
Poland and other countries has been going on for the last
few years. On the other hand, the enormous increase of Italy’s
population, which has already reached 40,5 nrillion, thus ex-
ceeding that of France by more fthan a million, drives many
thousands emigrants abroad every year. The comsequence is
that Tunis is now no longer being colonised by Framce, but
by Italy. To every 40,000 Frenchmen in Tunis there are 100,000
Italian subjects. The wealth of the soil of Tunis is being bought
up wholesale by the Italian bourgeoisie. The land which passes
into the hands of Italian owners, is cultivated by Italian agri-
guhur-al workers who come, as they always have dome, from

icily. -

Hs economic significance makes Tunis an extremely im-
portant, strategically importamt, point both for France and for
Ialy. Being separated from Sicily by a distance of only ninsty
miles, Tums can, by means of long-distance guns, divide the
Mediterranean into two parts and reduce the significance of
the Adriatic to that of an inland sea. The Washingion Conference
stipulated that the numerical strength of the French and Halian
navies should be equal. In view of the fact that the whole
Halian navy is concentrated in the waters of the Mediterranean,
whilst the chief force of the French navy is in the Atlantic
Ocean, Italy has an actual preponderance in the Mediterranean.
This circimstance alone is enough to stimulate HMalian impe-
rialism to thirst for the offensive. ‘

Other complications, adding to the Franco-ltalian contra-
dictions, are arising in Abyssinia. Leaving the Negro Republic
Liberia out of account, Abyssinia is the only formally indepen-
dent State in Africa which comprises a large and comparatively
thinly populated territory. Abyssinia has only 5 million inha-
bitants; it can absorb a large number of lralian immigrants.
From the economic point of view, Abyssinia is rich in gold,
silver and iron. Taken as a whole, this whets the appetite of
the Knights of Italian Fascism. Should Abyssinia be throttied
and divided up, England would leave the Eastern part to ltaly
and seize the Western part for herself, in order to have control
of the sources of the Blue Nile and to be able to carry out her
vast plans of irrigation. The division of Abyssinia which is
contained sub rosa in the Anglo-Italian agreement, snatches the
dzinty morsel from France and creates an immediate danger
for the French colonies in North Africa.

The termination of the war with the Riffs gives rise to new
difficulties in France. Apart from the fact that the guerilla war
of individual rebellious tribes against French imperialism will
continue, the conilicting interests of France and Spain are only
now, in spite of the subjugation of Abd ¢l Krim, becoming
evideat in their fight for Morocco, which is artificially divided
into spheres of interest. Finally Algeria will be colonised by
Spain just as Tunis is colonised by ltalv. Also in this fight Spain
will receive the support of the Anglo-ltalian imperialist Bloc.

Relations between England and France are obviously be-
coming more acute, The chief points of dissension are:

1. The fight for markets. As regards imports and exporis,
Fugland holds the first place, not only in her own colonies
Mesopotamia. Palestine and Trans-Jordania but also in trade
w:th the French colony of Syria.

2. The fight for territorial conquest. England is endea-
vouring 4o lav hands on at least part of Syria and claims
espzciaily Djebel Drus where a revolt against French imperialism
is at present going on.

3. The fight ior the Hedjas railway which connects Da-
mascus with Mecca and Medina. The ownership of this railway
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is at present in three different hands. Thz line Damascus—Ebra
is in the hands of Framce, Ebra—Ammnn—Maana in the hands
of England and Maana—Mecca—Medina in the hands of the
Sultan Ibn Saud, the ruler of the Arabian States Hedjas and
Nedjed. The greater part of the shares are held in France. Eng-
land is endeavouring to take possession of these railways.. .
‘4. The rivalry tor influence over the Sultan Ibn Saud, who
is begmning to play a -more amd more umportant part in the
Arabian Onent. ‘ . o :

5. The rivalry im armamemts. The English Mediterranean
fleet is’ three times as strong as.the Fremch and twice as strong
as the French and Halian together. .

6. The fight for the Mosul petroleum and for inlluence ove
Turkey. The termination of the revolt of the Druses will bring
France face to face with England and imtensity still further their
dissensions in the Near East. . »

At the same time, in the Far Fast, Japanese industry is
supplanting the French in Indo-China. American imperialism,
which does not care for externals but knows how to take deeper
and deeper rood, has quite imperceptibly established its influence
over Tahiti and the Marquesas Islands, the Fremch colomies in
the Pacific Ocean. - e o : ‘

France’s efforts to gain the sympathies of the Mohammedan
world ended in a fiasco. The brutal suppression of the Syrian
insurrection, especially the destruction of Damascus, alienated
even the Mohammedan bourgeois circles from France. Neither
did her coquetting with Turkey lead to anything after the fact
was known that “la belle France” had betrayed Turkey's
interests -in the Mosul question.

_The imperialists owe their success largely to jmperialism
having won over the upper strata of the native bourgeoisie in
many countries. . ) N

The so-called moderates. in India, Ziwar Pasha and his
adherents in Egypt, the Compradores and some of the im-
perialists in China, the Jewish big bourgeoisie  in Palestine,
the Christian native bourgeoisie in Syria, the Progressive
People’s Party in Turkey, the Anglophiles in Persia — are
all representatives of the richest and most powerful strata of
the national bourgeoisie who have formed a coalition with
world imperialism agaiust the revolutionary movement in their
own country. ‘

World imperialism understands how to make its way 1o the
hearts of the naiive bourgeoisie by economic concessions, by
the introduction of protective tariffs and inferesting them in
Operations of export and import, by distributing mrinisterial seats
and other posts. and in this way to create a social basis within
the country in question in order to gain a footing both poli-
tically and economically. This process is going on most inten-
Sively in the advanced ocountries of the Orient, such as -India
and China, where capitalism is developing, the working class
growing and the revolutionary crisis approaching maturity. For
these reasons a split in the National Congress and the Swaraj
Party in India is historically inevitable. Up to the preseat,
this ‘party only unites the big bourgeois elements, which tend
o come” to an understanding with the English Goverament,
with the revolutionary natiomalist petty bourgeoisie.

. British imperialism in India has succeeded, not only in
winning to its side a considerable part of the large bour-
geaisie, but also in fanning artificially the national hatred bet-
veen Hindus and Mohammedans. We know from our experience
of the Czarist policy of colonisation in Trans-Caucasia, how
dever Czarism was at setting the national groups by the ears
gamnst ome another with the help of the police. We need only
recall the Armenian-Moslem massacres in Baku and in other
lowns of the present Soviet Aserbeidjan.

In China, world imperialism succeeds -in finding support
not omly from the Compradors who play the part of inter-
m?dwnes between the imperialists and the so-called Chinese
militarists, The militarists are not isolated; they are not mere
Pawns in the hands of the imperialists, but each of them reflects
the interests of certain social strata. Chang Tso Lin for instance
relies on the support of the feudal landed proprietors of the
”"FE northern provinces which together form Manchuria. Wu
E" Fu is the spokesman of the interests of the Chinese big
Qdurgeoisie, to whom the textile factories belong. Two vears
¢20. the Canton Government was nothing but a mulitarist groun
Vith Sun Yat Sen at its head. In the process of further develop-
fent, the Kuomintang, which defends the interests of the petiy

bourgeoisie with revolutionary tendencies, crystallised itself out
ol this group, o . .

In recest times the greatest victory of thé umperialists in
China has been the agreement between Chang Tso Lin and
Wu Pei Fu. The conierence which recently took place between
them, aimed at forming a Cabinet out of their umited forces,
1which is a necessity for both, if they wish to obtain a foreign
Joan, L .

The alliapce between Chang Tso Lin and Wu Pei Fu
against the people’s armieg is the highest achievement of reaction.
But this pact will not be of lonmg duration. Before loug the Coali-

Ation Government, which was patched together in great haste

by the victorious cliques of generals, will collapse like a house
built of cards. Chang Tso Lin and Wu Pei Fu have, from time
immemorial, been opponents who hate one another to the death.
As recently as in the autumn of 1924, Chang Tso Lin oomducted
the overthrow.of the Chili Government and forced Wu Pei Fu
to save himself by fleeing from Peking. Thus these two “allies”
harbour the greatest suspicion of one anothe-.

There are however deeper causes than their reciprocal per-
somal hatred, which stand in the way of a permaneni under-
standing between these militarists. They represemt the interests
of different classes of society, between which recomciliation
is impossible at the present stage. Chang Tso Lin is supported
by Japan, whilst Wu Pei Fu is backed by England. The interests
of these umperialist Powers in China are full of irreconcilable
contradictions which exclude the possibility of a lasting under-
standing.

Furthermore, Wu Pei Fu has actually no military force at
his disposal. He only has small cadres for the protection of his
own person and a few thousand bayonets. The military agreement
.between Chang Tso Lin and Wn Pet ¥u as to a2 common attack
on the people’s armies 'is therefore disadvantageous for the
former, as in this case the whole burden of the war will fall
on the Mukden trdops, whilst the spoils of war will have
40 be divided. Apart from this, the people’s armies have not the
least intention of handing over their spoils of war, for they
have preserved their full vigour, are in the neighbourhood of
Peking and are now even marching against the province of
Chansi. The first people’s army under Feng Yu Siang, which
has preserved its military organisation amd discipline, is in
particularly good condition. The victory of Anglo-American
umperialism in China is therefore quite relative and umcertain.

Passing on to Persia, we must admit that in that country
English influence has gained in strength. At the elections, the
Anglophile elements carried off the victory. Wosesug Ud Doule,
a pronounced Anglophile will apparently soon become Prime

Minister. It was he who "was responsible -jor the treaty of

enslavement to England, which was concluded in 1919 but was
fortunately not ratfied by the Persian Parliament.

Even though, however, Wossug should come into power,
his policy, for extermal, objective reasons., will not be of so
vehemently Anglophile a character as was the case in 1919 and

"1920. Firstly, Persia is not the same as it was five or six years

ago; Persia is no longer the weak, disunited coumtry, occupied
by foreign troops, which it was immediately after the great
war. Secondly, Persia’s northern neighbour, the Soviet Union,
has during these years, become a powerful State which has
entered into close economic relations with Persia and has, oy
peaceful means, gained political authority among the classes
which count in Persia. Thirdly and finally, Wossug’s rule will
be under the control of Reza Khan, who cannot be described
as a friend of England, as he is an advocate of the independence
of Persia and of the policy of reform. Reza Khan came into
power in the fight against the feudal agrarians; he undermined
their economic power and made the semi-independent feudul
landed proprietors subject to the power of the centralised ap-
paratus of State.

The policy of reform in Persia is advancing steadily. Con-
sidering the backward, patriarchal conditions of the country, these
progressive reforms mark an important step forwards in tie
economic development of Persia along the path of its trans-
formation from a semi-feudal to a semi-capitalist State. Reforms
in internal policy and manoeuvres in foreign policy between
umperialist England and the Soviet Union are the lines along
which Reza’s activities will advance in the immediate future.

Th2 Turkish Government, which has all along maintainad
an intransigeamt attitude in the Mosul question, recently cou-
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cluded a treaty with England, which practically amounts to
Turkey renouncing all claims to Mosul. This is an undoubted
trivmph for English politics; it does not however give grounds
for drawing the conclusion that from now onwards Turkey will
continue 10 hold an Angtlophile course in her politics.

The Turkey of Kemal Pasha will continue to be a friend of
the Soviet Union and an enemy of imperialism. Turkey was
coinpelled to make concessions in the Mosul question because it
rneeds a breathing space, because it wishes o avoid a war in
which it would be opposed not only by the English navy but
also by the allied forces of the Italian and Greek armies. The
Mosul Agreement is a kind of Brest-Litovsk; it does not seitle
Anglo-Turkish disagreements. Turkey will never be content wiin
the final loss of Mosul. The disease which has been driven
inwards, will only shatter and destrov Anglo-Turkish relations
more than ever.

The Caliphate Conferemce, which was summoned by the
English in Cairo in order to get the Egyptian King Fuad chosen
as Caliph, ended in failure. In Afghanistan, England’s attempts
10 maks capital out of the Urta-Tugai conflict came to nothing.
In Turkey, the conspiracy against Mustapha Kemal Pasha failed.

We must thus form the conclusion that the impernialists do
meet with a certain amount of success, but the mighty conflicis
of the interests of the imperialist robbers and the elememts of
_contradiction in their victories, in consequence of the growing
natiopal movement for liberation, create wide, promising
prospecis.

In recem times a process of strong orientation towards the
Left of the national revolutionary parties in the East can be
noticed. The “Istiklal” party in Syria, the Watanists in Mesopo-
tzmia and the Left wing of the Swarajists in India reflect these
growing tendencies.

THE WHITE TERROR

Pilsudski’s Murderous Government Refuses
to Grant an Amnesty.
By K. L. (Warsaw).

Pitsudski, the dictator of the large landed proprietors and
capitalists of Poland, has at last replied to the general demand
for the release of the political prisoners in Poland. His answer
15 in the negative.

This answer was contained in the Government Declaration
read in the Seim by Bartel, Pilsudski's Prime Minister on the
1uth inst.

Mr. Bartel observed a cynical silence when voices were
raised in the ranks of the Commmunists, of the radical peasant

___iaternavonal Press Correspoadenie

Ne. 53

deputies and of the Ukranian and White Russian deputies,
demanding the release of the political prisoners.

Mr. oartel on the comtrary declared that the Govermmen:
“would decidedly oppose all attemnpts which threaien the in-
terests of the State”.

this provocative statement indicates that the Pilsudski Go-
vernment has not the least intention of changing its attitude
towards the Communists or towards those who are fighting
againsi national oppression. Ail of them are, from the poimt of
view of Pilsudski and of the landed proprietors, capitalists and
leaders of the P.P.S., people who “threaten the interests of the
State”. Like ali the previous governments, Pilsudski’s Govern-
ment w.ll continue to thrust into prison and murder the Com-
mumists and the Ukranian and White Russian peasants.

This policy of the White Terror is all the more necessary
for the Pilsudski Government, because it hopes in this way to
destroy the remains of political distrust of Pilsudski which exists
in the possessing class of Poland. It will convince the Black
Reaction, which compares Pilsudski with Kerenski, that it is
Mussolini or Zankoif whom the most recent dictator in Poland
takes as his pattern.

At the same time the Government is trying fo rouse de-
ceptive illusions, for the Polish Government is promising that
in the second half of 1926 it will rescind the verdicts for po-
liticai crimes. cormmitted — before April Ist 1923! The majority
of those who are sentenced before that date (the date whea
Fast Galicia was ccnceded to Poland) have already been released
from prison, in so far as they had not perished behind the
prison bars. At the same time those who have been arrested
during the last three years inust remain in prison, but it
just during these last years that the wholesale White Teiror his
raged in West Ukraine and West White Russia. )

This is one reason why the promise o rescind the verdicts
is valueless; the second reason is that the Government intends
only to grant individual pardons at the suggestion of the public
prosecutors. The public prosecutors of the worthy Polish Re-
public are a band of blood-thirsty sadistic defenders of the
bourgeois order, and the Pilsudski Governmemt which relies on
their reconmmendations. is certain that, among the thousands ol
prisoners, only a iew exceptions will come into consideration
for the ammnesty. '

The renewed refusal of the munderous Pilsudski Govern-
ment to grant an anmesty is a challenge to the masses of Polish
workers and peasants who are fighting for bread and freedom.
This challenge will only strengthen the fight of the masses tor
the libzration of the political prisoners from the prisons of the
Courgeoisie aud the large landowners, the fight against Pilsudski
and the Whiwe Terror. .

The international proletariat must reinforce the action which
it is taking against the White Terror in Poland out of fraternal
solidarity with the Polish workers and peasants.
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