L e

|

vl bt b'

|
|

_;

t

—— -

T e L e

I A T

Eaglish Edition.

Vel. 6 No. 50

CO

RES

T e o m

T e e -

- INTERNATIONAL -
PRESS [
DONDENCE

It July 1926

to which all remittances showld be seat

E@itorial Offices and Central Despatching Department: Berggasse
4 bygre:m:red mafl: Postamt 66, Schiiessfach 213, Vienna IX.
Telegraphic Address: Inprekorr, Vienna.

31, Vienna IX. — Postal Address,

CONTENTS

All Forces to the Support of the British Miners!

The Miners Struggle in England.

Ali-Russian Council of Trade Unions Calls for Convocation
of the Anglo-Russian Comumittee.
The Miners of the Soviet Union for the Convocation of the

Anglo-Russian Comunittee.
The Relief Action in the Soviet Union for the British Miners.

The International Conlerence of the Revolutionary Miners in

Essen.
G. Zinoviev: The General Council’s “4th of August”.

J. Stalin: The General Strike in Great Britain.

Solidarity with the British Fighters.
N. Lentsner: The British Strike and the Workers in the
U.S. S. R
How the Toilers of the U. S. S. R. Sprang to the Aid of the
British Strikers.

Politics.
Paul Marion: The Cabinet of Briand-Caillaux.
P. R. Dietrich: The Political Situation in Germany aiter
the Referendum.
L. Ungar: A “Friendly Approach” between Hungary and
Roumania by Order of England.

In the International.
The Party Conference of the C. P. of France.

The White Terror. .
Only the World Proletariat can Rescue Sacco and Vanzetti!
Eight Finnish Revolutionaries Rescued from Prison.

To the Victims of Bourgeois Class Justice in all Countries!

Book Reviews.
Erich Gentsch: John W. Brown: “The Migration Pro-

blem and the Working Class”.
" W. Ensee: “The Nine Days”.

All Forces to the Support of the British
Miners!

Appeal of the E.C.C. L.

The E.C.C.1. has sent the following appeal to the workers

of England and of all countries: |
iter- -

Some new circumstances convince the Communist
National that the miners’ strike is in the greatest danger. The
leaders of the miners have entered into an agreement with the
General Council to postpone the Conierence of Trade Union Fxe-
crtives convencd for the 25th of June, Not only that. the miners
kjaders have agreed to cease criticising the actions of the General
Council who befrayed the general strike. This lact is of the
Ereatest importance. The miners’ leaders. in entering into this
greement, have exposed the miners’ strike i exceedingly great
dangers, The General Council hive postponed the calling ol
the Confercnce of the Executives in order not to be campelled to
answer publicly for their {reacherous behaviour oi the occasion
of the general strike, and in order to gain time so as (o
Strengthen to some extent their authority which has been con-
“iderably shaken among the working class. The miners’ Teaders
are now, either consciousiy or misiakenly, helping the Cicneral
Council 1o gain time in order ihui the latier can betfer deceive

the workers, and that everything shall continue to remain as it
was before with regard to the leaders of English trade unioni<m.
The agreement of the General Council with the miners’ leaders.
which is ostensibly for the purpose of supporting the strike of
the miners. cannot be characterised as anything else than a new
attempt at deception. This deception is. among other things.
exposed by the fact that, simultancously with the announcem:nt
of this agrcement, press reports appeared, emanating from the
leaders ol the transport workers and railway workers, according
to which, as regards affording real aid to the miners, these trade
uitions are round by the treaties concluded with the employers
after the general strike.

The dcclarations of Herbert Smith have recently borne an
ambiguous character. The recent declarations of Cook. in vhich
he characterises the Conference of the miners' Jexders with ihe
Gieneral Council as “a meeting of the very greatest importaac: .
are also incorrect. Such declarations cannot produce aiyining
else than dangercus illusions. We are faced with a dirxd
sabotage ol the miners’ strike by a section of the present lei=s
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of the General Council, and the connivance of this sabotage by
the other section. In the last few days the members of the
CGeneral Council, upon whom rests the blame for the betrayal
of the General strike, have been making half-hearted declarations
against the Right wing of the Conservatives who are striving
to bring about a breaking off of relations with the Soviet Union.
The empty officious phrases of Citrine are of no more worth than
the diplomatic speeches of MacDonald in Parliament. There
exists not the least doubt that the masses of English workers are
indignant at the provocation of the Conservatives against the
Soviet Union, and that their protests will increase. The campaign
against Birkenhead, Churchill and Co. who are striving for a
breaking off of relations with the Soviet Union, must not be led
as it is being “led” by the leaders of the General Council. They
are converting this campaign into a2 manoeuvre to disguise the
capitulation of the miners strike which they are preparing. This
question must be put openly, direcily, honestly, in a proletarian
manner and not in the way MacDonald and Citrine are putting
it. Cook recently declared that the postponement of the Con-
ference of the Executives is owing to the efforts to form a united
front of the English trade union movement to repel the attack on
the Soviet Union. The leaders of the General Council have ap-
parently succeeded in convincing some of the miners’ leaders of
their readiness to initiate a real fight against the Conservatives
and for the Soviet Union. As a matter of fact, this is only a
political masquerade. The Right leaders who play the leading
role in the General Council, are consciously striving to side-
track the whole affair, and are seeking for a silk thread in order
to strangle the miners’ strike. They obviously regard the alleged
campaign on behalf of the Soviet Union as such a silk thread.
The so-called Left leaders on the General Council are still allo-
wing themselves to be dragged at the heels of these conscious
strike-betrayers.

Whoever really wishes to fight seriously against the Birken-
heards and aguinst the Churchiils must before all give active
support fo the striking miners. Otherwise, all the talk of a fight
against the Conservatives is mere deceit and hypocrisy.

ft is quite possible that between the Conservatives on
the one hand and Thomas and MacDonald on the
other hand, there will again be arranged a simple

division of labour; it is quite possible that everything is being
conducted according to a definite plan approved by Baldwin:
Churchill and Birkenhead conduct a campaign against the Soviet
Union, Thomas, MacDonald and Citrine come forward osten-
sibly to protect the Soviet Union; the miners are called upon to
join in the united front, and in such manner the question of
cfiective support for the miners will be happily buried. As a
result of the agreement of the miners’ leaders with the betrayers
and capitulaints in the General Council, the intentions of the
Gicneral Council leaders, whe wre consciously preparing a united
iront of the leaders against the interests of the workers, are
being realised.

Thz course and the result of the General Strike show that
the united front ol the present leaders of the Lnglish trade union
movement only 1means that the workers are betrayed to the bour-
geoisie. The united front of the traifors, of the capitulaters and
of the vacillating leaders must be opposed by the genuine, pro-
letarian front ob the working masses,

The miners' strike is in danger! The chief slogan is: Do
not permit the miners' strike to b <abotaged. The miners’ sirike
is nnt a “normal, usual”, economic sirike. lts specific peculiarity
consists in the fact that. in May 1920, the miners drew four
miflion other workers with them intn the fight. The light of
the miners has alreadv led to a general strike which immediately
threatened the Fnelish bourgenisie. The economic importance
of the coal dispute is 2t present enormously great. This strike
is a trial of strength between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat,
It is of tremendous polifical importance for the working class
of the whale world.

Those who wish to help the miners” strike must 1ot condone
the crime of the feaders of the Geacral Council, but must appeal
i the broad working masses and prepare for an exiension of
the miners' strike Dy drawing Iresh working  class troops into
prnediate participation in the sfrike.

We sav 1o the Poelish workers: a fresh betraval is being
prepared. The nniners' strike is in danger! Repudiate the hesi-
ot Jeaders areonise aoreal gennine ficht of the working
trocaes eainst e Conservatives who are preparing to break
S pelanions owith ihe soviet Union, We sav 1o ihe workers of
e whele worids U o nos voor strike atd v as insonicient,

The Comintern expressly demands from -all sections, all forces.

‘their whole energy for the active support of the miners. It is

absolutely necessarv to obtain regular. even if minimum con-
tributions on behali of the miners from all workers. The cessa-
tion of export of coal to England must be enforced at any price.
The British miners must be surrounded by an atmosphere of
universal, proletarian sympathy and support. Before all, however.
the workers of England and of other countries must learn the
real truth regarding the state of aflairs in the British
miners’s strike.
Act, without losing a minute!

Let us organise real support for the great fight of the
British miners!

The Executive Committee of the Communist International.

THE MINERS’ STRUGGLE
IN ENGLAND

All-Russian Council of Trade Unions Calls
for Convocation of the Anglo-Russian

Committee.

Moscow, June 29th 1920.

The Al-Russian Council of Trade Unions has today
sent the following telegram to Walter Citrine, the Secretary
of the General Councilof the British Trade Unieon
Congress:

“In connection with the General Council’s decision we once
more put the question of assisting the miners.

The Central Council of the Labour Unions of the U.S.S.R.
proposes to convoke as soom as possible the Anglo-Russian
Committee in order to help the British Miners. The bitter
struggle of all the bourgeois forces makes the convocation parti-
cularly imperative, The representatives of the miners of the
U.S.S.R. now in Berlin have requested some leaders of the
British miners to consider together with the Russian miners the
convocation of the Anglo-Russian Committee.”

The Miners of the Soviet Union for the
Convocation of the Anglo-Russian
Committee.

Moscow, 25th June 1020.

In an interview with press representatives Comrade Chat-
chaturianz, the secretary of the Miners Federation of the Sovict
Unton, made the following declaration:

The Central Commitiee of the Miners Union decided in the
middle of June, in the interest of increasing the aid for
striking miners in England, to take the initiative, first, throug?
the medium of the International Action and Propaganda Con
mittees of the Miners, to convene the International Miners Con-
ference at Essen. and secondly, to propose to the British Miners
Federation the convocation of an Anglo-Soviet Miners Cou-
ference 1o discuss the best means for giving support to ihe
striking miners. .

The miners of the Soviet Union hope that the decisinn> .,
adopted in Iissen will result in an energetic relief action. As
the Berlin Conlerence has not yet been held owing to the now-
arrival of the Luglish delegates who have only just left T
land, the C. C. of the Miners Union of the Soviet Union decided
to propose 1o the Fnglish miners Federation through its delegate.
Comrade Schwarz, to approach the General Council ol the
British Trade Union Congress and the Central Council of e
Labour Unions of the Soviet Union, joindy in the names of 1
miners of Great Britain and of the Soviet Union, with the re
quest that the Anglo-Russian Unity: Committee be immegia
comvened jor the pmipose of organising energetic strike rels
for ahwe British nnners. The Berlin Conlerence will immedintor
disciss this proposal,
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Comrade Chatschaturianz expressed the hope that this Con-
ference will strengthen the connections between the miners of
the Soviet Union and of Great Britain, whatever may be the
immediate result of the struggle.

The latest news regarding an agreement between the Miners
Federation and the General Council has caused great concern
among the miners of the Soviet Union, as the General Council
which has already betrayed the miners once, can only repeat
the treachery which led to “Black Wednesday”. This agreement,
the news regarding which arrived at the same time as the re-
port that the railway workers and transport workers will not
do anything, is directed not against the bourgeoisie, but against
the working class and can, therefore, only lead to the defeat of
the miners. I am deeply convinced — said Comrade Chatschatu-
rianz — that the brave fighting British miners will reject the
attempts to arrive at an agreement behind their backs, and will
carry out their will in spite of all hindrances. The miners of the
Soviet Union are determined to give energetic aid. Between the
miners of the two countries a united front has actually been

set up, for it is clear that while the Miners International has only .

talked and afforded no real help, the miners of the Soviet Union,
supported by the entire working class of the Soviet Republics,
have already sent 4 million roubles to their English brothers.
The results of the Berlin Conference are not yet known, but we
are thoroughly convinced that it will warn our English brothers
against every compromise with the betrayers and the capitu-
laters in the General Council, and afford real help to the strikers.

The Relief Action in the Soviet Union
for the British Miners.

Moscow, June 26, 1926.

Demonstrations and mieetings against the attempts of the
English government fo prevent the relief action introduced for
the miners are reported from numerous fowns in the Soviet
Union. In Baku there took place a monster demonstration of the
workers in the naphia wells organised by the Miners Union.
The demonstration sent to the C. C. of the Miners Union of the
Soviet Union the following telegram:

“Inform the Miners Federation of Great Britain that
on the 25th June 50,000 naphta workers from all districts
of Baku demonstrated under the slogans:

We will double our aid for the English workers!

Hands off the Soviet trade unions!

We have vanquished our bourgeoisie and nationalised
the mining industry of Baku, and desire the British miners
fo do the same. We are sending 67,000 roubles collected
by the naphta workers. The collections are being continued
with the greatest enthusiasm. Long live proletarian soli-
darity!”

The International Conference of the
Revolutionary Miners in Essen.

On the 16th and 17th of June there was held in Essen a
COn!e;euce of the revolutionary miners. The Conference was
Participated in by representatives from eight countries; two re-
Presentatives from the Miners’ Union of the Soviet Union, two
from the Unitarian Miners’ Federation of France, two from the
revolutionary miners of Germany, one from the miners’ section
of the International All Trade Union Federation of Czechoslo-
vakia, one from the Federation of the Knights of Labour in
Belgium, one from the Federative League of Miners of Holland,
one from the Minority Movement of Great Brifain and one Irom
the revolutionary miners of Poland. In addition. representatives
‘ere present from the R.1. L. U. and the C. P. of Germany.

_The main questinn with which the Conicrence dealt was that
of Increasing the aid which the revolutionarv miners are giving
1 the striking miners in Great Britain. The reports of a member
oI the International Propaganda Committee and the representa-
ttve of the revolutionary miners of Great Britain gave a picture
of the firm and unshakeable determination of the British miners,
\'»'hO_ will not enter into anv compromise and who are determined
© fight ta the end. Hodges, the secretary of the Miners’ Inter-
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national and Varley, member of the Executive Committee of the
Miners’ Federation of Great Britain, do not enjoy any popularity
and influence among the masses. The miners are threatened with
two dangers: a collapse of the strike as a result of the import of
strike breaking coal, and the insufficient help which is being
given from abroad.

The representatives of the revolutionary miners of the
various countries reported on the relief campaign which had
been conducted by them. The efforis of the revolutionary miners
to take advantage of the favourable situation which has arisen
as a result of the cessation of output of British coal, by organi-
sing strikes for the purpose of supporting the English miners
and improving their own economic position, are meeting the
obstinate resistence of the reformists. The latter are concluding
agreements with the coal owners who willingly grant the miners
small bonuses in order that they.shall not down tools during the
British strike. As regards the prevention of the export of coal,
the cynical representatives of the reformists in Germany and
Poland declare that the export must be still further increased in
order to promote their own mines and, in addition, to exert
pressure on the British employers who will be more inclined
to give way if they are threatened with the loss of markets. The
reformists are, in fact, doing nothing to prevent the export oi
coal and to support the strike.

The Conference sharply condemned the inactivity and the
treachery of the Miners’ International and the leading orgaui-
sations of the Miners. It called upon all miners to increase the
relief campaign and to organise the industrial struggle in their
own countries for the support of the British miners and for
the improvement of their own position. The Conference called
upon the organisations of the revolutionary miners to increase
the collections and regularly every month to deduct a quarter
of a day’s wages for the support of the strikers. It appealed to
the various organisations to help the British miners and not
to permit the loading up for coal destined for Great Britain.

In order to increase the campaign and to prepare an inter-
national strike, the Conierence decided to organise in the various
countries a weak of international demonstrations to be parti-
cipated in by foreign revolutionary miners.

The report given by a representative of the Intermational
Propaganda Committee on the work done by this Committee
gave rise to a lively debate. The speakers called attention to
desirable improvements in the work of the Propaganda Com-
mitee. The resolution which was adopted gives directions to the
Propaganda Committee for further activity in the direction of
strengthening the connection and prepaganda, for a greater
collectivity in the work and a greater participation of all sections
in the work of the Propaganda Commitiee.

Thereupon followed the election of the new International

Propaganda Committee.

The General Council’s “4th of August”.

By G. Zinoviev.

The more clearly we see the picture of the English strike
and the part played in it by the General Council, the more clearly
we realise that this was the General Council’s “4th of August”.

What was the significance of August 4th 1914 to the majority
of the leaders of the 2nd International?

At the critical, decisive moment, when so much depended on
the general stafi of the Labour movement. the general staff of
the 2nd Intersational, almost in -its {otalily, went over to the
camn of the encmy, to the camp of the beurgeoisie. The aliiarce
of the leaders of the working class with the bourgeoisie againsi
the main mass of the working class, -- that was what the 4th
of August meant. The great crisis which had arisen dissipated
all illusions, phrases, idle talk. show. evervthing superficial
and revealed facis as they are; the leaders of the 2nd International
proved to be agents of the bourgesisie within the Lalour mo-
vement. Secret things were brought to light. When the imperia-
list war broke out. the leaders of the Social Democratic parties
and the Relormist trade umons revealed themselves as pllb’it'
pirveyors of werkers as cannon fodder to both groups of im-
perialists. It is just at such moments that the leaders of 1he
masses of workers ough! to have done their dutv by them But
they “did their duty™ by the imperialisis and the Kings. their
real masters.
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Have the Reformist leaders changed since then? How would
they behave if a fresh imperialist war were to break out? Would
they now do their duty towards the workers?

Of course not!

. We have had some experiences, and they were not without
importance: the attitude of the Social Democratic leaders to
the Russian October revolution, the part played by such shining
lights of Social Democracy as Scheidemann, Ebert and Noske
in the all-decisive days of the revolution in Germany (end of
1918, beginning of 1919), the treacherous behaviour of the
Social Democratic leaders during the occupation of the Rubhr,
the attitude of the Social Democratic leaders to the events in
China, to the wars in Syria and Morocco etc.

The newest and most important example is the behaviour of
the English General Council in the days of the great general
strike in May 1926. This was not a foreign war. It was “only”
a war within the country, class against class. The working
class had every prospect of victory, the objective situation was
entirely in their favour, The army of the workers flung them-
selves into the fight. But the staff! It waited a few days, chose
the most opportune moment (for the bourgeoisie) and
despicably betrayed the cause.

Ii a new imperialist war were to break oul to-morrow
(or let us say a war on the part of England against the Soviet
Union). the present General Council under Thomas would
undoubtedly fly to the bourgeoisie and serve the capitalists of
their “own” country with loyalty and devotion. i they played
their “own” working class false in a fight such as that in May
1020, they would be all the more likely to play the workers of
the Soviet Union and of other countries false, all the niore likely
to betray the English workers in the complicated situation of
the beginning of a new imperialist war. -

The treachery of the General Council in May 1920 can
{and should) only be compared with the treachery of August
4th 1014, It was all the more infamous firstly because it was
not the first but the second time that it was guilty of betrayal,
and secondly because it was done in “peaceful” circumstances,
when the guns were not yet firing, when there was nothing of
the chauvinist frenzy which always accompanies the beginning
of a war with a “foreign” power.

Let us examine more closely inlo the part plaved by the
General Council in the days of May 1920.

* *

*

The first- aim of the Conservative Government was to
chalienge the miners alone, to isolate them and to vanquish themr
completely. The second task which the Conservalive Govern-
ment set itself was, as far as possible, to hit the trade unicn
movement and the growing revolutionary spirit with which it
was pervaded. with the object of bringing confusion into the
movement which was becoming more radical, of disintegrating
it. provoking some. encouraging others with words; in short,
to demoralise the rising Labour movement.

Both these aims were more or less common fo the Govern-
ment and to the bourgeois leaders of the Labour movement
Themas, Clynes, MacDonald, tenderson & Co. There can now
no longer be any doubt that this group of leaders was, from
beginning to end, in the hands of the Government, was a pariner
in its game. some simply as venal agents of the bourgeoisie.
the mthers because of a certain politicai trend which pursaed
its own aims,

“The General Council”, writes Brailsford, the English Re-
formist “did not want the general strike. The absence of any
preparations proves this. It hoped and even believed to the last
mnute that the Government would ultunately come to terms. ..
The General Council glided automatically into the strike”

“Up 1o the very last moment, none of the leaders actually
belicved in the possibility of a sirike. Thomas and his com-
rades believed that it would somehow or other be poscible to
ctme fo an understanding with the Govermmient™, writes the
“Manchester Guardian™.

The movement ol the masses grew beyvond the strength of
the leaders,

The fcling <pirit of the massces of English workers was
underestimated both by the Government and by the trade union
iceders meatiored. Thev were plaving with fire. Forces came
e play which covld no longer be restrained by them,

No. = )

The general strike began and demonstrated the enormous,
incalculable torces of the English working class. Thomas, Mac
Donald, Clynes, Henderson 8 Co. placed themselves at its head.
apparently to the satistaction of Baldwin. To ‘place oneseli at the
head in order to behead, is a “method” which has already been
tested out more than once.

From the first moment it was evident thai the chief danger
to the strike lay in the leaders of the General Council — Rigin
as well as Left. The first: word of the Comintern was: “The
leaders of the General Council are the chiel danger.

The organisation shown by the masses was marvellous.
In the course of the first week the strike developed coutinuously
on an ascending line. The masses started committees of action
which actually developed into something resembling district
soviets of deputies of workers. Under the influence of tie
masses, the trade unions began to assume responsibilities, such
as the control of the “free” bourgeois Press, the formation of
a sub-commission for electricity whose task it was to distribute

electric power throughout the country, the appointment of com-
missariats etc.

These were highly important beginnings of something new.
These were already elements of a certain dual power, promising
phenomena of revolutionary constructive work of the masses.
The workers began to fraternise with the troops. The workers
began to drag the genteel bourgeois out of their motor cars.
The workers began to put out of gear the strike-breaking motor-
buses which made their appearance in the London streets. The
attitude ol the working class was such that there seemed every

reason to hope that events would develop entirely in favour ol
the proletariat.

The proletarian army however had no stafi, or rather it had
a staft which harboured treachery in its very heart, Although
the victory of an aimy need not be exclusively due to its stai,
it is at any rate difiicult for it to be victorious in oppositicn 1)
its stafl, and in the case in question it could only have carricd
off victory by opposing its own staff.

The stafl, i.e. the General Council, had waited for the “op-
portune” moment (opportune for the bourgeoisie) and capitulated
in the most infamous manner, thus carrying confusion in the
ranks of the army from which, at that slage, it was pnable 0
recover.

MacConald could “testify as a witness”, that in ihe
course ‘ol all the negotiations and discussions during the
meetings of the General Council not a single reference was
made by anvone to political questions, regardless of wiietier
this member or that of the General Council belonged to
what is known as the Right or the Left wing...")

The “Lelt” tlioroughly deserve this fawning of Mac Douald’s.

~The “Labour™ correspondent of the “Manchester Guardian”
wrifes:

“From the very beginning. the General Council made
every eflort {o persuade the workers to accept a temperary
reducticn of the wages of the best-paid workers... Afwer
the strike had begun, the’General Council lost no time i
bringing the conllict to an end as soon as possible... It
accepted the suggestion of the Archbishop and carried on
assiduous negotiations with Samuel . ..

The General Council felt {hat a further spread of the
strike would have had extremely sevious consequences. ..
Revolutionary {orces would have been let loose even con-
trarv to the wish of the General Council. the centre would
have been proved to be cit off irom {hie masses, and ever
local strike commitiee would have become a Soviet... The
General Council proved {o be the exaci opposite of a revo-
lutionary commiittee. It consisted of weary irade union
officials who lived in the unhealthy atmosphere of stuifs
rooms, tortured by slecpleasness and i constant contlict
with the muners (1), with the members of the Cabinet. wiih
delegations of strikers; the General Council consisted o
persons who were censtantly obsessed by a fear of dizter-
bances (... The General Council resolved to act quickly,
it was evidently prepared to bring the situation, which ha!
arisen, to an end. at any price (') “Manchester Guardian’
of May 16th 1020), )

") Retranslated from the Russian.
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The Reformist Braiisford testifies:

“On Sunday May 2nd, the friction between the General
Counci! and the miners almost led fo a breach... From
what 1 heard on that evening, I had the impression that we
were on the eve of a new breach and a new “Black
Friday” (“New Leader” of May 21st, 1926).

The Reforniist Wheatley states:
“The General Council gave Baldwin more than he
demanded.” (“Forward” of May 22nd, 1926.)

From his point of view as a social traitor, MacDonald

was quife right when he wrote that the strike was in the'

kands of “firm leaders”. (“Forward” of May 22nd, 1926.)

* * *

After the General Council had been beaten, the leaders of
{he 2nd International began to shift the blame on to the workers,
as might have been expected, just as, after August 4th 1914,
the leaders ot the 2nd International tried to justify their own
vile social patriotic treachery by pointing to what they described
as the “patriotic” mood of the mass of workers. In this respect
an article by Ofio Bauer, the “Left” leader of the 2nd Inter-
rational, is extremely instructive, in that he “proves”, without
the slightest foundation of fact, that the general strike in Eng-
land came to grief in consequence of the wholesale blacklegging
of the workers. Otto Bauer goes so far as to maintain as
follows:’

“The experience of 1921 was decisive. At that time the
ntiners also demanded a general strike; the leaders of the
railwaymen and transport workers however refused it.
After that they were  for years contemptuously called
“traitors”. It is not everyone who can bear such insults.
This time they were afraid of being again represented as
traitors. For this reason they voted, obviously against their
conviction, for the proclamation of a general strike.”
(Vienna “Arbeiter Zeitung” of May 16th 1926.)

Is it possible to imagine a meaner sophism? So the heroes
of “Black Friday” 1921 were unjustly described as fraitors!
And now, poor Thomas & Co., in order to avoid new insulting
Accusations of treachery, voted “against their conviction” for
the proclamation of a” general strike, whilst the “backward”
masses of workers were guilty of blacklegging, thus shattering
the genzral strike. But there still remains to be explained for
what purpose Thomas & Co. organised the capitulation of the
General Council on May 12th 1926, Was this treachery also
fommitted only that they might not be called traitors?

The only thing that is true in all this is that the leaders
of the General Council “voted for the proclamation of the
Ceneral strike against their conviction”. This recognition must
¢ registered as a fact by which the further behaviour of these
‘ecders can best be explained.

Large numbers of the English workers have only developed
ler enough to understand solidarity among workers in one trade,
but not to understand class solidarity — this is the gist of
Ono Bauer's remarks. The ‘workers are still far behind Mr
Themas, the “defender of class interesis” (perhaps the interests of
b2 bourgeaisie?). This is how Otto Bauer who became the “Left”
thecrist of the 2nd International sums up the position. It never
“ctuts to Ofto Bauer that if some strata of the English wor-
kers are stil up to the neck in craft prejudices, the duty of
real Labour leaders should be to train them up to an under-
‘landing of class duties. Otto Bauer is not in the least awnrre
that, during the sirike, the leaders of the General Council did
eactly the opposite.

Even the Reformist Brailsford is obliged to admit:

“For nine days the masses of workers gave evidence
of a solidarity such as has never been seen before in the
industrial historv of our country. From beginning to end
It was a soldiers battle. But no single leader was equal lo
the task of giving expression to the unanimous will of the
masses of workers... The most remarkable fact of this
general strike was the unbounded devotion to the common
Cause... The masses of workers flocked up in such num-
bers that the difficultv was. not how to mobilise the workers
Who came into consideration for the strike, but how to
Hold back from striking those workers whom the General
had not called out.”

All voices of the Press are unanimous in stating that there
was no slackening in the strike, but that on the contrary an
excellent spirit prevailed among the masses and that the “second
line” of workers was clamouring to be allowed to enter the
struggle.

Otto Bauer’s words are flatly conirary to the truth.

This is how the leaders of the 2nd International twist the
facts. After that it is easy fo imagine what an ocean of lies
the traitors of the General Council have set in motion in order
to drown the truth. :

* L 0%

At the decisive moment, Thomas & Co. were masters of
the situation in the General Council. Like every great crisis, the
British general strike has dissipated a number of iflusions and
revealed the true relation of forces. The General Council proved
to be under the thumb of Thamas, although officially the Right
was in the minorily in it.

A number of rehiable reports speak for the fact that almost
all the members of the General Council voluntarily submitted to
the leadership of Judas Thomas from the very’ beginning of the
general strike. Many equally reliable communications point to
the fact that a “Left Winger” such as Purcell, looked at the
general strike, even before it began, through Thomas’ eyes.
When it was a question of accepting the help of the inter-
national trade unions, especially the help of the trade unions
of the Soviet Union, Hicks, a imember of the “Left”, took up

"an equally treacherous standpoint as that of Judas Thomas

(Hicks’ speech on the “Damned Russian money”). The fate of
the strike was actually sealed at the moment when the General
Council refused the help of the international trade unions.

All the “Left” members of the General Council, together
with Thomas & Co. exercised continuous pressure on the miners
and demanded that they should capitulate. All the “Left” leaders
of the General Council with one doubtful exception, voted for
the capitulation and took part in the shameful pilgrimage fo
Baldwin in order to offer him the head of the general strike

on a charger.

Some directly sold themselves to the bourgeoisie, others
clung to the bourgeoisie out of Reformist short-sightedness
and lack of character, others again were in a blue funk, which
increased with the growth of the movement, whilst still another
group vacillated fo the last moment. Objectively the so-called
“Left” members of the General Council played a much more
treacherous part than Thomas himself, for. in view of Thomas’
sadly treacherous past, the masses would not have entrusted
so much actual power to Thomas, had he not been backed by
all the other members of the General Council.

The general strike had no clear aim, no clear progranume.
Whereas in reality it had, and had of necessity, a, political
character from the very beginning, the General Council persisted
in asseverating at every street corner that the strike was only
ann economic one, that it was not directed against the Consti-
tution and so on. In the meantime the Government assiduously
organised its strike-breakers. The General Council called upon
the striking masses to spend ifs leisure time in games, dancing
and sport. The General Council, in which the masses had at
first placed unbounded confidence, and to whon it had with
enthusiasm entrusted the fate of this great movement, was
capable of vacillating, even in view of the Government’s threat
to declare the strike illegal, a threat which was coupled with
the “promise” to confiscate the personal property of the official
trade union leaders.

The Magdeburg trial recently proved with absolute cer-
tainty that in 1918, when the great strike began in Germany, the
leaders of the Social Democrats, Ebert. Scheidemann and Neske,
deliberately joined in the organisation of the strike in order to
wreck the strike of the workers. They openly admitted before
the Court that, whilst they were members of the strike com-
mittees of the workers, they were at the same time in touch
with the stafis of Hindenburg and the Crown Prince Scmiething of
the same sort has now been done by the Right leaders of the
General Council. Just as in 1913 the independent Social Demo-
crats Haase, Dittmann & Co. in the Government o! “DPeople’s
Commissaries™ acted in the same way as Ebert and Scheide-
mann, so Purcell and Pugh have now acted in the same way
as Thomas and Macdonald.

¥ o, ¥
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The 12th of May 1926 (the day of the capitulation of the
General Council), is for the General Council what the 4th of
August 1914 was for the majority of the leaders of the 2nd
International. The behaviour of the leaders of the General Coun-
cil after the capitulation completely confirms this. The majority
of the leaders of the General Council not only took up a neutral
standpoint (a la Pontius Pilate) towards the continuation of the
miners’ strike, but even directly opposed the miners.

Hicks, the leader of the “Leit”, stated in a public speech
that it was “disloyal” of the miners to fight for the maintenance
of their wages, whilst in other trade unions there were cate-
gories of workers who are worse paid than the miners. What is
that but the language of a strike-breaker?

The upper stratum of the Executive of the Railwaymen's
Union refuses even to answer the miners’ request for help and
declares that it has no reason to discuss anything with the
ininers. That is quite in Baldwin's style who also refuses io
negotiate with the miners before they have capitulated. Cramp,
the “leader” of the railwaymen, now calls the general strike
a ‘“‘soap-bubble”.

At the National Conference of the Shoemakers’ Union in
Blackpool, Joseph Simon and Smith have already made actually
Fascist speeches against the “Reds”:

“The Reds have the habit of agitating for the procla-
mation of the general strike, and when the strike is pro-
claimed, they act as strike-breakers and take possession of
the most advantageous functions”,

declared Smith. Is not that the language of a Fascist?

Swales of the “Leit”, the only one of the members of the
General Council, who put up a weak ‘“‘opposition” to the capi-
tulation, is now finding no better occupation than trying, in
common with Hicks and Ben Tillet to gloss over the attitude
of the General Council and to represent the majority oi the
members of the General Council as having been led astray by
Baldwin and Samuel. With regard to the causes of the defeat
of the strike, this same Swales declares:

“The chief’ cause of the defeat of the strike is to be
laid at the door of the miners. Baldwin felt himseli justi-
fied in not carrying through the Samuel’ memorandum
since the miners had also declined to accept it and to submit
to the General Council. The disorganised behaviour of the
miners....” etc.

1f Swales is not a deceiver but “only” deceived, he is in
reality more dangerous than any deceiver.

Frank Varley, a member of the Executive of the Miners’
Federation (to say nothing of Hodges), openly suggests a pro-
ject of reducing wages and of compulsory arbitration for the
nliners.

Finally,Purcell of the “Left” publishes. in the Dianish “So-
cial Democrat” an interview in which he states:

“The great strike was called off as soon as it had
accomplished its task. that of ensuring negotations in the
coal industry on the condition that the mineowners, who
had dictated terms to the workers implying the cutting
down of wages. should withdraw their demands. It is only
in this fileld that the greal strike had aimed at oblaining
results.”

This is a treacherous declaration.

* *

]

It is now a perfectly established fact that, if during the
last vear or two the General Council has professed in words
to be “lLeft”, it was only a reflection of the trend to the Leit
of the masses. The masses are liberating themselves 1rom tradi-
tional trade wunonism which is setwated with  couservative
ideology. The masses demand above all an approach to the
working class of the Soviet Union. The fighting spirit of the
masses i3 growing. The “Left” leaders adupted themselves o
this attitude of mind of the masses so as not to lose their in-
finence. They have now dropped their “lelt” mask. This is
what should be explained above all to the broad masses of the
I'nurbish workers, The broad stratum of the “leaders™ of the Fng-
i.~hi trade union niovement, from the local and district oMicials
St trade unionism to e upper stratim of e General Cououcil
represent a utiorm reactionary caste. 1t is suificient 1o remind
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ourselves that even the cause of the fusion of the small trade
unions, of overcoming craft unionism, of amalgamating the
trade unions and reorganising them into industrial federations
is everywhere obstructed by the egotistical imterests of the trade
union officials, who openly sabotage this work. The matter went
so far that it becamie necessary to guarantee the trade union
officials their salaries for ten years so as to stop them hin-
dering the fusion of the small trade wnions into large ones.

In these circumstances the English trade union movement
cannot make a serious step forward, if the proletarian vanguard
does not unmask the treacherous part played by the bourgeois
and petty bourgeois trade union leaders, ihe climax of which
was the treacherous behaviour of the General Council in the
receni general strike,

The bankruptcy of the General Council means a new
bankruptcy of Reformism both of the Right and of the “Leit’
wing.

The Communists must of course understand how to make
a distinction between the Right and the “Left” Reformists. In the
present period the situation in England is such that the so-called
“Left” are causing a particularly great amount of harm, Just asin
1914/1918, the so-cailed “Kautskyans” were the arch-enemy, so a
present the “Centre party”, who call themselves “Left”, are the
chief obstacle in the way of the further development of revo-
lution in the English Labour movement.

The fight against Reformist illusions will now become the
chief task in England. The strike has prepared the soil for this
fight. Tt is not out of the question that the Labour party, even
in its present form, will again have great success at the elec-
tions; this however will soon result in the Labour party turning
against the predominance of the Right. The by-elections since
the strike have shown this. The task to be performed is to show
up to the masses of workers just the ‘“Left” Reformists, who in
reality side with Thomas.

In the summer of 1920 a delegation of English workers
visited Soviet Russia for the first time, At that time, Soviet
Russia was particularly in need of support from the Englich
trade unions. Nevertheless Lenin in an open letter to the English
workers (of May 3rd 1920), says straight out:

“l am not surprised that a number of members of your
delegation do not take the standpoint of the working class
but that of the bourgeoisie, the class of the exploiters, for
the imperialist war has revealed a festering sore in all
capitalist countries, i. e. that the parliamentary and trade
union leaders of the workers are going over to the side of the
bourgeoisie...”

* . *

Rosa Luxemburg, after the 4th of August 1914, calied
German Social Democracy a “stinking corpse”. Lenin entirely
agreed with this description, ]

Since the 12th of May 1926, the General Council in its
present composition, is also a stinking corpse.

This does not mean that it no longer represents a force.
The stinking corpse of German Social Democracy has continued
to poison the atmosphere for more than 10 years since the
4th of August, This may also. for a few years, be the case with
the General Council. As leader of the fighting masses of the
workers, the General Council is anyhow a corpse. The English
workers will anderstand how to clear it out of the way and
to elect their own leaders into the General Council; they will
understand how to build up the General Council out of real.
fighting Labour leaders.

Let us avoid any misunderstanding. After August 4th 1014,
Lenin issued the slogan of a direct split in the Social Demo-
cratic parties and the creation of independent Communist parties.
of a split in the 2nd International and the formation ol the
Third International, .

Are we now to issue the slogan of a split in the Englsh
trade unions, of secession from the unions? Of course not! In
no circumstances! Where we to do this, it would mean forgetting
the dillerence between party and trade union, it would mean
forgetting everything that Lenin taught us as to the necessit' I
woik in the reactionary trade unions. )

Let us multiply our eliorts to win over the trade umion
from within and at the same time proclaim the whole tritl
regarding the CGeneral Council's “3th of August”! They do n
countradict each other; on the contrary, they support each othti
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The General Strike in Great Britain.
By ]. Staliq.

The Causes of the Strike in England.

The first question is, what were the causes of the strike
in England, and how could it happen that England, this land
of capitalist power and unexampled compromise, should within
recent times have become the scene of great social conflicts.
How has it happened that, “great England”, the mistress of
the seas has become transformed into a country of “Bolshe-
vistic General Strike”?

Firstly:. England formerly occupied a monopolist position in
the circle of capitalist States. As ruler over a whole number of
large colonies, as the possessor of a model industry, England
was in a position to play the role of “workshop of the world”
and to rake in enormous super-profits. That was the period of
“peace and prosperity” for England. Capital pocketed surpius
profits. The crumbs of this surplus profit ‘fel to the upper
scction of the English Labour Movement. The leaders of the
English Labour Movement were gradually rendered docile by
Capital, and the conflicts between Labour and Capital were
vsually settled by comspromises.

The further development of international Capitalism, rarti-
cularly the development of Germany, America and parfly also
Japan, who made their appearance on the world market as
contpetitors against England, undermined the former monopolist
position of England. The war and the post-war crises delivered
a further decisive blow to the monopolist position of England.
The surplus profits became smaller, the crumbs falling to the
labour leaders began to disappear. The voices in England de-
manding the lowering of the stanard of living of the working
class became more and more insistent. The period of “peace and
prosperity” gave place to a period of conflicts, lock-outs and
strikes. The English workers began to turn to the Left and
resorted more and more to the Bolshevist method of direct
struggle against Capital.

It is easy to realise that, under such conditions, the bruial
threat of the mineowners to lock out the miners could not
remain unanswered.

Secondly: The second fact consists in the restoration of the
infernational market connections, which resulted in the inten-
sification of the struggle of the capitalist groups for the market.
kt is characteristic of the post-war crisis that it destroyed almost
all the connections of the international market and replaced these
by a chaos. At present, in view of the temporary stabilisation
of Capital, this choas has receded somawhat into the background,
and the old connections of the international market are being
gradually set up again. If a few years ago it was a question of
restoring the factories and getting the workers to work for
Capital, the question now is that of securing raw material and
markets for the restoration of the factories. In this connectiocn
the struggle for the market has arisen again with fresh force,
while the victory in this struggle will go to that group of
Capifalists and to that capifalist State whose goods are'cheaper
and whose technic is more advanced.

But new forces are appearing on the market: America,
France, Japan, Germany and the Dominions and colomes_of
Eagland, who have succeeded in developing their industry during
the war and who are now taking part in the struggle for the
Market. After all, the easy extraction of proiit from the foreign
Marxets, as ‘was practised by England, has ol course now tecome
‘mpossible, The old colonial method of nionopolistic plundering
ol the markets and the sources of raw maiterial has had to give
Place to the new method of dominating the market by means
ol cheap goods. From this there arises the effont of English
Cpital to restrict production, or, at least, not to extend it beyond
Certain limits, From this there arises the enormous army of
unemployed in England which has beccmz a permament leature in
the last few years. From this there arises the danger of be-
‘oming unemploved, which keeps the: workers in a constant
“dle of uneasiness and increases their fighting mood. Hence,
the l‘ghining-like effect which the threat of the lock-out had on
‘e workers generally and on the miners in particular.

Thirdly: The third fact consists in the endeavours of English
Capita] {0 reduce the cost of production of English industrial
Products and to cheapen comnrodities at the expense of the Brtish
working-class. It is not a mere chance that the main blow in the

present case has been directed against the miners, English ca-
pital has aftacked the miners not only. because the mining in-
dustry is badly equipped from a technical standpoint and re-

‘quires “rationalising”, but belore all because the miners have

always fought in the foremost ranks of the English proletariat
and are fighting there to-day. To check this advance-guard, to
reduce their wages and to prolong the working day, in order
afterwards to deal in the same manner with the other groups
of the working class — that was the strategy of the English ca-
pitalists. This is the reascn for that heroism with which the
English miners are conducting their strike. This is the reason for
that unexampled readiness to help which the English workers
displayed in supporting the miners by the general strike.

Fourthly: The lourth fact is the rule of the Conservative
Party in England, a party of the most bitter enemies of the
working-class. OI course, any other bourgeois ‘government would
have adopted practically the same measures for the suppression
of the working class as those employed by the Conservative go-
vernment. But there is not the least doubt that only such sworn
enemies of the working class as-ithe Conservatives could have
so easily and so cynically carried out such a monstrous provoca-
tion of the whole of the working class as did the Conservatives
by their threats of lock-out. To-day it can be regarded as proved
beyond doubt that the English Conservative Party net only
wanted the lock-out and the strike, but that they had been making
preparations for them for nearly a year. Thzy postponed the
attack on the miners in July last year, because they considered
that the moment was not “suitable”. But they used the whole of
the intervening period in equipping themselves for the struggle,
in piling up stores of coal, organising blacklegs and in working
up public opinion in order to deliver the blow against the miners
in April of this year. Only the Conservative Party could have
acted in such a “statesmanlike” manner.

The Conservative Party slipped into power by means cf
forged documents and provocations. On the very day they came
into power they made an attack upon Egypt, using ever means
of provocation; they have already been conducting for a year a
concealed war, with the tried and approved colonial methods
of plundering and suppression, agaiust the Chinese people. They
are sraring no pains in order to remder impossible the ap-
proachment between the peoples of the Soviet Uniom and th:
peoples of Great Britain, and are gradually preparing a possible
intervention. To-day they are attacking the working-class of
their own country, which attack, with an eagerness worthy of
a better cause, they have been preparing for a whole year. The
Conservative Party cannot live without a conflict even in Eng-
land itself. After this, can one be surprised that the English
workers are replying with blow for blow? These are the es-
sential facts which rendered the strike in England unavoidable.

The Causes of the Defeat of the Strike in England.

The defeat of the strike in England was due to a whole

number of causes, of which one must at least mention the fol-
lowing:
Firstly: The English capitalists and the Conservatives, as
the course of the strike has shown, have. in general, proved
themselves to be more experienced. better organised, more de-
termined and. therefore, stronger than the English workers and
their leaders in the shape of the General Council and the so-
called Labour Party.

Secondly: The English capitalists and the Conservative Pariy
went into this tremendcus social conflict fully equipped and
prepared, while the leaders of the English Latour Movement
were completely surprised by the lock-out of the miners by the
mineowners; they had done ncthing, or next to nothing, in the
way of preparatory work, and only a week belfore the conflict
expressed the conviction that it would not come to a conflict.

Thirdly: The staff of the capitalists, the Conservative Party,
conducted the fight in a2 determined and organised manner, de-
livered their blows at the decisive points of the fight. while th2
staff of the Laccur Movement, the General Council and their
“Political Commission”, were inwardly demoralised and disinie-
grated, as the chief leaders of this staff proved themselves to be
either direct betravers of the miners and of the avhole of the
English working-class (Thomas, MacDonald, Henderson & Co.)
or as characterless supporters of these betrayers who were
airaid of the fight and still more afraid of the victory of the
working-class (Purceli, Hicks etc.).
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Ii may be asked, how could it happen that the powerful
nroletariat of England,” which has conducted the " fight with
unparalleled heroism, was under the leadership of bribable,
cowardly or simply characterless leaders? This is a quastion of
great importance. Such leaders have not risen all of a sudden.
They have grown up from below; they have passed through a
certain process of education as labour leaders in England, through
‘he school of that period when English Capital was drawing
surplus profits, when it could be gracious to the labour leaders
and make use of them in order to make compromisas with the
working class; while at the same time, these leaders, by ap-
proaching nearer to the bourgeoisie in their habits of lifz and
:n their position, estranged themselves from the working masses,
turned their backs on them and ceased to understand them.
These are ihe leaders who have been dazzled by the brilliance
of capitalism, who have been awed by the power of capital
and who dream of “becoming somebody” and of hob-nobbing
with “people with money”.

Fourthly: The staff of English Capitalism - the Conser-
vative Party — realised that the tremendous sirike ‘of the English
workers is a fact of enormous importance; that against such a
strike it is only possible to conduct a serious struggle by re-
sorting to political measures; that in order to suppress the strike
the authority of the king as well as the authority of the House
of Commons and of the Constitution must be invoked, that the
«trike cannot be ended without the mobilisation of the army and
the proclamation of a State of Emergency. On the other hand,
the general staff of the English Labcur Movement — the Ge-
neral Council, — did not or would not understand this simple
fact, or were afraid to admit it, as they kept on insisting that
th: general strike was a purely industrial affair, that they had
ro intention of leading the struggle on to political lines and
that they did not dream of attacking the General Staff of English
capital, the Conservative Party, and that they did not wish to
rais2 the question of power.

By this attitude the General Council condemned the strike to
inevitable defeat. For, as history shows, a general strike, if it
is no! fo be handed over to inevitable defeat, must be conducted
cn nolitical lines.

Fifthly: The staff of the English capitalists perceived that
th» international a‘d for the English strike constituted a deadly
danwer to the bourgeoisie, while the General Ccuncil did not
realise, or acted as if they did not realise, that the strike of
the Fnglish workers could only be won with the aid of inter-
national proletarian solidarity. Hence, the refusal of the General
Council to accept the financial help of the workers of the Soviet
tainn and of other States.

Such a powerful strike as the General Strike in England
covid only vield tengible results under two fundamental pre-
eonditions: if the strike had been conducted along political lines,
and had been converted into an act of struggle of the pro-
lera-ians of all the advanced capitalist countries against Capital.
Bt the English General Council shrank from these two pre-
recisites and thereby condemned the general strike to failure.

Sixthly: There exists no doutt that a not inconsiderable
role was plaved by the more than ambiguous attitude of the
Second International and of the Amsterdam Trade Union Infer-
national in regard to supporting the Fnglish strikers.  The
phatonic decisions of these organisations of the Social Demo-
crats as regards giving suprort 1o the strike amounted to an
accual refusal of anv i'nancial help, for one cannot otherwise
ev~lain the fact that the trade unions of Europe and America
1wzether did not contribute more than one eighth of the finan-
cial hedp which the trade unions of the Soviet Union found it
rossihle to afford their Fnglish brothers, than as being due to
the ambiguous attitude of the social democratic Internationals.
I 1o not «peak of help of ancther sort, of help in the shape
o ~tepping the import of coal, in which respect the Amsterdam
i rode Union International is actually acting as a strike breaker.

Seventhly: There is likewise no doubt that the weakness of
the Fnglish Communist Party plaved a not unimportant role in
the failure of the general strike. It mmst be said that the Com-
meciist Partv of Gireat Britain is one of the best sections of the
Coanumunist International. It must be observed that its attitude
dine the whole period of the strike in LEngland was periectly

coect. Itomiust, kowever, also be admitted that its authority
cronw the English workers is nevertheless still weax. And this

-.|711‘~'.Hlx‘_{£\ nust have plaved a fatal role in the ccurse of the
I IR | SHEiIRC.

The Lessons of the General Strike.

What are the lessons of the general strike in England, at
jeast the most important of them? These lessons can be enu-
merated as follows:

Firstly: The crisis in the mining industry in England and
the general strike arising from it, raise in the most acute form
the question of socialising the means of production in the
mining industry under workers’ control. This is a question of
achieving Socialism. It is hardly necessary to prove that there
is not and cannot be any other way to the fundamental solution
of the crisis in the mining industry than the way proposed by
the Communist Party of England. The crisis in_the mining in-
dusiry and the general strike are bringing the English working
class ilace to face with the question of the practical realisation
of Socialisn. ‘

Secondly: The English working dlass had to learn from their
own experience that the chief hindrance in the way to this aim
is the political power of the capitalists: in the present case the
Conservatives and their government. If the General Council were
afraid, as of the plague, of admitting the immediate connection
between the economic struggle and the political struggle, the
English workers must now understand that, in their severe fight
against organised capital, the question of power is now the mmin
question, and that it is impossitle to solve the crisis in the
mining industry or the crisis in English industry as a whole,
without solving the question of power. .

Thirdly: The coutse and the outcome of the general strike
must convince the working class of England that Parliament, the
Constitution, the king and other attributes of bourgeois power
are nothing else than a protective shizld of the capitalist class
set up against the proletariat. The strike has torn away the
mantle of the fetish and the sacredness both of Parliament and
of the Constitution. The workers are realising that the present
constitution is a weapon of the bourgeoisie against the working
class. The workers must realise that they, likewise, require their
workers' constitution as a weapon against the bourgeoisie. ]
believe that the acceptance of this truth is one of the most im-
portant achievements of the English working class.

Fourthly: The ccurse and the results of the strike must
convince the working masses of England of the unfitness of the
old leaders who have grown up in the old school of compromise
policy. Thev must realise that the old leaders must be replaced
by new, revolutionary leaders.

Fifthly: The English workers must now realise that the
miners of England are an advanced division of the English
working class, that the support of the miners’ strike and the
securing of their victory is, therefore, the concern of the entire
working class cf England.

Sixthly: The English workers, in the difficult moment of
the general strike, when the platforms and the programme of the
various parties were being tested by deeds, became convinced
that the onlv party which can boldly and resolutely guard the
interests of the working class right up to the last, is the Com-
munist Party.

A Few Conclusions.

~ I'now proceed to a few conclusions which are of practical
impor{ance. )

The first question is the question of the stabilisation ol
capital. The sirike in England has shown that the thesis of
the Communist International regarding the passing and tem-
porary character of the stabilisation is perfectly correct. The
attack of FEnglish capital upon the English miners is an
atiempt convert this passing, temporary sfabilisation
imtoa  durcble and  permament stabilisation. This at-
tempt was not and could not be crowned with suc
cess. The Fnglish workers who replied to this attempt with
a pewerful strike, have shown the whole capitalist world that
a permament stabilisation of capital under the conditions of thr
of 1he post-war period is impossible, that experinicnts of such
a notire as that carried out by the English capitalists bear
within them the germs of the destruction of the foundations ol
Capitalism.

1i, however, the assumption of the firmness of capitalist
stabilisation is false, the cpposite assumption that the stabil.-
saticar is past and done with, and that we are now in a perinl
of great revolutionary upheavals is equally false. The stabilisation
of Capitaliem «till continues; it is a passing, temporary stabi-
lisction, but nevertheless a stabilisation,

to



International Press Correspondence 817

No. 50
Further, precisely bacause the present passing, temporary
stabilisation still: exists, precisely, therefore; will ital ende-

avour to attack the working class. Of course, the lessons of
the English strike must demonstrate to the whole capitalist world
how very dangerous to the life of Capital is such an experiment
as that carnied out by the Conservative Party in England. That
the experiment has. not been withont effect upon the Conservative

Party there canfiot be the least doubt. There is also not the

least doubt that these lessons will be taken note of by the
capitalists of all oountries. In spite of this however, Capital
will endeavour to wundertake a fresh attack vpon the wonking
class, for -it feels -its position to.be' insecire and desires to
consolidate itseif. ' ' . : ,

It is the task of the .working class and of the Communist
Parties io copinue in the future to orgamise the united -front of
the workers, and:' at the same time {0 exert all their forces
in order to convert the attack of the capitalists into a counter-
attack of the working class, into a revolutionary attack of the
working dlass, into a fight .of the. working class for the setting
up of the dictatorship of the proletariat and for the abolition
of“capitalism,

inally, the working class of England, in order fo. be able

to fdfil these wurgent: tasks, must be freed from their present
leaders. It is impossible to enter into a war against the capi-
tatists when one has such leaders as Thomas snd MacDonald.
It is impossible to hope for victory when there are . such
traitors in the rear as Henderson and Clymes. The working
dass of England must clear out such leaders or they will never
be victorioms. - . . - | -

'These, comrades, are the conclusions fo be drawn from' the
English strike. v

Strike and the Workers in
the U. S. S. R.
"By N. Lentsner.

During the past few momths, international Menshevism has
made a lot of noise about the “national narrowmess” of the
workers of the U.S.S.R. and its Communist vanguard. Some
of the ecoentric “Left” Comsmunists, such as Korsch and.Cp.,
have also created a legend about the “kulakisation” of the Saviet
Republic, the collapse of internationalism in the U.S.S.R. If
a reasl circurmstantial denial of alt these Menshevik-anarchist
ravings be required, ample proof was furnished by the workers
of the U.S.S.R. themselves during the days of the British
strike, One may say without the slightest exaggeration that the
B[fifiirs:! strike did not arouse such en'thx.tsiatsm, such an outb:n;est
of fratermal solidarity in any other country or in any other
Section of the irntern!tiomal aimy of labour as that which took

plce in the U.S.S.R. '

The British

On May 1st the radio and telegraph transmitted the news.

of the miners’ strike, and on May 4th of the general strike
fo all corners of the U.S.S.R. We can see what a repercussion
was given o this news from the Tass telegrams sent to Moscow

during thoge very days, Here are some of these telegrams taken
at randomms - - - -0 - 0 e e ST .

OMSK (large. fown 'ini*Siveria) 1.8, AThe Tass telegram
oonfirmi ﬂ?eaggtrike of the British miners was received during
the 15t of May evening meetings in the clubs and caused great
enthusiasm.” ' _ B

TOMSK (large cultural centre in Siberia) 2. 5. “The news
of the minem’( strgirke in England was enthusiastically welcomed
by the workers. Resolutions of support for the strikers were
Passed at meetings of the clubs. The railwaymen decided to con-
iribute one day’s wages in aid of the strikers.” .

. Baku 3. 5. “The news of the strike in England was greeted
with enthusiasm by the Baku proletariat.” S

MINSK (capifal of White Russian republic) 4. 5. “A orow-
ded meeting of Minsk workers, who had assembled for the
opening of the White Russian Museum of the Revolution, wel-
comed the news of the British strikers with enthusiasm. A
M"gr.lm was sent to the Executive of the British Miners’ Fe-
deration to the effect: “The workers of Minsk send their warm

SOllDﬂRITY'WITH THE BRITISH FIGHTERS]

fraternal greetings to the miners of England. Fight to the finish
against your capitalists and government.” .

Odessa 5. 5. “The news of the British miners’ strike evoked
unprecedented enthusiasm amongst the workers of Odessa. There
was a regular scramble for the special editions of papers de-
voted to the events in England. In the evening thousands of
meetings of working men and women took place at which re-
solutions for rendering material aid were passed. The Odessa
Department of the Miners’ Upion is starting a ign of
support for the British miners at the demand of the wide mass
of the workers.” L
KHARKOV (Capital of the Ukrainian Republic) 5. 5. “During
the day a tremendous spomtaneous demoastration of solidarity
with the striking workers of Great Britain took place in Khar-
kov, At the condusion of work, in all institutions, and factories,
columns of thousands of demonstrators with bands, banners and
slogans marched to the building of the All-Ukrainian Council
of Trade Unions. The tremendous square could not hold one-
fifth of the demonstration. One after the other, aew cohmms of
thousands of demonstrators kept passing through the square.
Outstanding slogans were: ‘Expect from us not only greelings,
but material aid also.’ At the most modest estimation more than
100,000 people took part in the demoastrations.

The solidarity of the toilers of the U.S.S. R, at omce as-
sumed palpable forms. The A.U.C.T.U. (All Union Council
of Trade Unions) made a decision for the contribution of one-
ﬂuarm of a day’s pay on May 6th, while on May 4th, the first

ay of work alter the May Day holidays, contributions began
to be made in all corners of the U.S.S.R. in thousands of
factories, works, depots and institutions. In hundreds of them
both before and after May 6, om the imsistent initiative of the
workers and employers themselves not one-qarter of a day’s
but a half day’s or a whole day’s pay was contributed. Working’
class students receiving an allowance of only 20 roubles per
month, and living from hand to mouth, contributed one rouble
or more. Therefore the secretary of the A.U.C.T. U, Dogadov,
ocould rightly inform representatives of the press that the trade
unions merely had io endorse the action of their members.
If it be taken into oonsideration, that in the U.S.S.R. there
are no less than 8 million trade union members, that bundreds
of Soviet- newspapers opemed individual funds, and that the
peasants conducted collections in aid of the British workers in
thousands of villages, then the absurdity of the British bosses:
and their lackeys about the “interference of the Soviet Govern-
ment” becomes quite clear. There certainly was “interference”
but only on the part of tens of millions of toilers of the U.S.S.R. .
Let Chamberlain send bis protests and notes to them! . .

The enthusiasm evoked by the strike of May 1st and
May 3 rd, did not wane for a number of weeks. The wave of
solidarity was carried from Moscow and the surrounding area -
from province to uyead, from uyezd to village and from village
to hamiet. Telegrams and resolutions of solidarity were sent by
{he miners of Sutchan on the border of China, by the population
of the Siberian town of Obdersk situated a thousand versts from
the railway line, by the lumber-jacks of Archangel located on the
coast of the White Sea, by the mefal workers of the Urals, the
textile workers of Viadimir and Ivanovo-Voznesensk, the sugar
workers of Western Ukraine, the oil miners of Baku and Grozny
and the coal miners of Donr Bas. From Leningrad to Vladivostok,
from Munmansk to Batum, throughout the whole extent of the
vast Soviet Union, tems of millions of toilers of the U.S.S.R.
expressed their wanm fraternal sentiment of solidarity in demon-
strations, meetings, and assemblies. .

Not only the workers, but also the peasants and intellectuals
extended a helping hand. .

The Soviet peasants who have fought in the ranks of the
Red Army against the White Guards, against the interventionist
troops of British, French and Japanese imperialism have realised
the international nature of the struggle openad up by October.
The toilers of the U.S.S.R. at the same time undersiood the
struggle which the British workers conducted in 1919-20 against
the interventionist plans of Curzon and Lloyd George, The leit-
motiv of hundreds of resolutions passed and numerous speeches
of workers and peasants was the thought that: “we are paying
back the British workers for their struggle against intervention.

The Soviet infellectuals during the 8 years ol proletarian
dictatorship have been so steeped in the atmosphere of pro-
letarian dictatorship that the international solidarity of the toilers
has not. only become comprehensible to them, but even obvious.
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Engineers, doctors, stientific werkers in general, journalists, ar-
tists — all sections of the Sowviet intelligentsia warmily greeted
the struggle of the British workers. The small Academic Theatre
organised a special performance :in aid -of - thestrike, - Soviet
writers . issued- 2 paper
the British Y.C.L. “Fight Like the Devid”. . . - : ;.
The country of Soviets has not witnessed for .a:long time
such enthusiasm' as took place in-May 1926, In looking through
the thousands of resolutions- passed by the workers and peasants
at general meetings,. one may observe :the lollowing main
thoughts running through these resolutions like a red thread:
Firstly — we; workers of the U.S:S.R. who have gone
through' #two great revolutiors, who have fonght against  ca-
pitaism in the severe coanditions of the czarist regime, under-
stand how important worxing .class aid is in. other coumtries.
The first duty of every worker is to help his working class
brother on strike; . . ! Lo S .
Secondly — we 'must render wholehearted support.io the
British miners, dor the cause for which they are struggling is
our cause, their victory-is our victory, their defeat is our defeat,
Why? Because ‘both the Soviet: workers and the British workers
are only sectioms of the world army of Labour, because: the
British workers by their struggle — though perhaps. not fully
realising’ it :— ' are bringing nearer the :victory of the: world
prgé:tarian revolution, the cormmencement of which was our Oc-
tober; ) -
Thirdly, the general strike is the commencement of a tremen-
dous struggle of the British workers who are feeling for the
right paths for this struggle. Nearly every resolution called
upon the British workers to abandon the reformist prejudice;
“The general strike is an ecomomic struggle, this -struggle must
not be linked up with a political struggle.” Thousands of resolu-
tions call upon the British comrades to-extend the boumds of
their struggle, io follow the Russian example and to join the
strike up with an armed struggle. L " o

Fourthly, on reading the resolutions, onobseiwing the work-

ers’ meetings, one cannot help thinking that the struggle of the
British Strike perhaps excited the workers of the U.S.8.R. no
less than the British workers themselves. The Soviet workers
were most of all worried: at the fact that the General Council
was directed by Thomas & Co. Literally every resolution called
uvpon the British workers :to remove Thomas & Co. {rom their
posts and' to be vigilant in respect of this treacherous fraternity.
The workers’ resolutions recall the Russian experience, compare
Thomas with the well-known - czarist. gendarme Zubatov, who
tried to play the role of a friend of the workers and sowed
mistrust and provocation in the ranks of the labour movement.
In warning the British proletariat of the inevitable treachery

of the Thomases, the resolutions of the Soviet workers at the’

same thme emphasised ithe correctness of the British Communist
Party’s policy. Particular admiratiorr:was aroused by the slogan
of the British YCLers: “Fight like the devil”. Saklatvala, who
couraFeoust called for an alliance of soldiers and workers was
sent fraternal greetings fromscores of meetings. The workers
of the U.S. S,ﬁ. understood that the Communist Party canmmot
immediately carry the mmajority of the proletariat ‘with it, but
they knew one thing: the Party’s policy of linking up the economic
struggle with the political, the slogan for a Workers’ Govern-
inent ard nationalisation expressed the real Bolshevik tactic which
in their day led to the October Revolution. It is just because the
Communist Party came forward courageously with its pro-
gramme, not heeding the prejudices of the masses, that the So-
viet workers expressed their feeling of admtiration: the workers
oi the U. S, S. R. are used to appreciating leaders just because
of their capability of going against the stream when neccessary.

During the nine-days of the general strike the British events
were the current topic of the day. The more hot-headed elements
were even dreaming of the strike turning into a revolution. The
more cautions people, of course, understood that in the given
state of aMairs in the British Labour Movement, a revolution
was very improbable. But everyome was certain that the British
workers would be able to defend their interests. The messages
describing the moods of the masses strengthened this belief
amongst the proletariat of the U.S.S.R. Therefore the news of
the sirike being called off came as am ahsolute thunderbolt for
the entire toiling masses of the Union. At first many did not
believe if, dhen this feeling was replaced by contempt and hatred
for the betrayers of the strike. The resolutions do not transmit
one-hundredth part of the mood of the Soviet working masses.

the title: of which .was the slogam of:

They themselves feit the defeat; they experiénced unprecedented
sorraw, but one thing they did net understand: ‘how oould the
field of battle be- abandoned when the army was in a fighting
spirit. The news that the General Council -had formerly made
the decision to refuse:the aid. of the Russian workers was like.
the lash of a whip to the masses. Whilst. MacDoneld & Co. could
believe the inwpudent faisehood about. the momey being. sent by
the “Soviet Government” and ndt byl the toilers of the U.SLS' R, the
workers of the Soviet Union who had oollected their kopeks
by the million were insulted to the very depths of their hearis
by this “patriotic’. gesture of the General Council. The Ris-
sian workers, who had seen how the British imperialists helped
the Russian White Guards, could not understand at all why
the Russian workers were not to help their British brothers.
And.if Hicks, Purcell and other “Left Wingers” discredited them-
selves more than anyone else in the eyes of the workers of the
U.S S R, this - was especially because of their refusal of aid
from ‘the Russian workers. These people formed the ~Anglo-
Russian Comimittee, avowed their Imternationalist sentiment and
1h(tmgd when it ceme . to 'readising  this intermationalism .- they
ratted. ’
" The resolutions passed after May 30th, i. e. after the general
strike had been:called off contain. three characteristic themes:
The resolutions ‘firstly observed ‘with bitterness that their
foreéboding of treachery had been fully confirmed. There is not
a single resolution which does not condemn the treachery of the
Thomases, the shameful capitulation of the General Council;
Secondly, - the resolitions call upon the British workers to
draw the full lesson of the general strike, call upon them to
uinderstand clearly thag oply the Comsnunist Party can be their
firnt and true leader; S
Thirdly, the resolutions call upon the miners to conmfinue
their struggle steadfastly and promise to copthrue mmaterial aid
with ‘unslackening energy. the game. time the partial strike
in ports which was combined with the demonstrations of infer-

. ndtional solidarity on the part of Soviet and foreign seamen,

was cpntinued. BRSO S ML PR PR S
This happened whilst the Amsterdamites and the Social De-
mocrats with lightening rapidity, so-tAusual Jor them in ordinary
times, stopped their aid which in apy case was so meagre that it
was hardly palpable. ‘At the conference of the Miners Inter-
national, Hodges was compelled to acknowledge that out of the
£400,000 received by the British miners, £350,000 had been_given
by the Soviet trade umions. If we recall that the wages .in the
.$:S.R. are lower than in many other, countries, and that the
Soviet trade unions have 2 million.less members than in the
Amsterdam International, then we realise how real and palpable
was the aid of the workers of the U.S:S.R. .. .. . N
The Social Democrats who shout about “the national narrow-
ness” of the U.S.S.R. workers, refused fo hinder the transport
of coal in Poland. A Social Democratic director of ‘Prussian
mines stated that “charity begins at home”, while the German
reformist unions helped the bosses to ship coal to different coun-
tries, thereby partially undermining the solidarity strike. The
British strike has exposed the pantomine intermationalism of the
reformists. Only the Soviet Section of the world army of labour
has been worthy of its international obligations in the days of
the great general strike, - - S : '

How the Toilers of the U. S.°S. R. Sprang
to the Aid of the British Strikers. -

. Thé. resolutions, appeals, telegrams -and sket-
" ches given below only give a poor idea of the
_tremendous wave of moral and material support

which 'swept throughout the U.S. S. R. Owing to lack
of space ‘we can only cite the most characteristic

material illustrating - the campaign - of aid in the
U.S.8.R. We think that even in this abridged form
_ this material is of fremenddus- interest (Edjtor).

b .

~ First Repercltx'ssions’amongs,tthe Masses.

" OMSK, 1.5, The Tass telegram confieming the strike of
the British miners was received during the Ist of May evemny
meetings in the clubs and aroused great emthusiasm,

. BAKU, 3. 5., The news of the strike in England was re-
ceived with enthusiasm by the Baku proletariat.
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' TOMSK, 2. 5., The news of, the miners. strike in England
wias ‘enthusiastically weloomed by the::workers.' Resolutions - of
support for the strikess were passed at the dub -meetings. The. -
r:it;vaymemﬂsided #0 .contribute .one day’s wages. in:aid .of the
strikers. . I R

MINSK, 4. 5, A crowded meeting of Minsk workers, who
had assembled!fer- the dpening.,of .the Whité Russiarr:Museum of
the Revolution, welcomed the news of the British strike with
eithusiasm.’ The Executive of the British Miners’ Federation was,
sent a telegram to the effect: “The workers of Minsk send their
warm fraternal greetings to the miners of England. Fight to jhe
finish against your. capifalists and government.” . T

ODESSA, 5. 5. The pews of the British miners’ strike evo-
ked unprecedented enthusiasm amongst the workers of Odessa.
Yesterday thousands of meetings of working men- and women
took place at which resolutions for rendering material aid were
passed. At all enterprises the workers-are deftranding’ éxtensive
reports on the economic and political situation in Enpgland. The:
Odessa branch of the miners union is starting a campaign in
support -of- the Brifish ‘minérs, at the demand of the masses of
the workers. Today a' city conference of miners is taking place.
devoted Yo' the events in Great Britain (“Trud”, 6. 5. 26, p. 2).

I. THE FIRST APPEALS OF THE TRADE UNIONS AND

. | o r;" - ;/ ‘e l. SOVIETS ,,. e PN EN

Appeal-of the A.U.C. T.U. to all Members of the Trade Unions

oot oo of the ULS.S R, | : e
To All Trade Union Membets in the U.S.S.R:

_ Theé British proletariat bas unanimously come out in defence .
of jts economic and political conquests. Five millipn workers are..
already on strike in England. The British workers, .united in
their trade unions, are confronted with the union of the capi-
falists and bankers. The wage-workers of Great Britain stand::
face. to face with, a capitalist class upheld by all the.power of
the State apparatus, police and army. The workers of Great -
Britain' can onjy be supported by their class brothers the wor-
kers of other countries. Every worker understands.only too well..
the tremendous historical significance of the events taging place
in England. The moment has now come to prove in deeds that
proletarian solidarity is not a' hollow phrase.and that the cause..
of the British proletariat is the cause of our,own proletariam:
kith and kin. , L

_ The Presidium of the A.U.C. T.U. and Central Com-
mittees of all Soviet Trade Unions call upon the workers and
employees of the- entire Soviet Union, all. toilers of our great
Workers’ Republic to come to the aid of the toiling proletariat
of Great Britain by raising a levy of a’ quarter of ome day’s
Wﬂg«. That is. what the organised trade union ‘workers of
U S:R. -can and should do -immediately, -in order to supporf
the British. strikers, their brothers both: in class and in struggle..

- The Presidium of the A.U.C.T.U. and: the C.Cs. of all
lrade unions - express the conviction that the workers and !
employees organised -in. Soviet trade -umions ‘will render:.
irafornal aid fo the British workers in their - struggle - against
the capitalist class. : A

Long live the struggling proletariat of Great Britain!
Longlive the ‘struggle and suppor? to the ‘finish. -
Chairman of the A.U.C.T.U. M. Tomsky.
"', Seeretary- of the A.U.C.T.U.: A: Dogailov
and Chairhen! of the various umous. - :
" (Hete follow signdtures of chiitemen ‘or secretaries’
of . 23; different nationat ‘trade uhions Ed.)

;

"To the Seamen and Dockers of Sovigt Ports.
Comrades: ' SR “

The British -workintg class, fo wdrd off' the attack of their
urgeoisie and ' 'Conservative Governmert, “has*' declared a
general strike. . o - o
" Tn ‘Gteat Britalr the mifes Have' 'been “abandoned; ‘the
railways have come to a standstill' @s also the factories, printing
works'and mercantile. marine — about 5 millipn British workers
are -on: strike.. .. - P ey i
- The British Comservative Government.has .declared a state
of emergency dividing the country up. into 10 military districts
2t the head of which' members of the Conservative Government
have been. plaged, It has mobilised the. entire police;. miljfary

forces, asphyxiating gas units, aviation and fleet.

care i

«+You. will ask why is this? =i .0 - . .

It is in order to' wrest' from the British miners' by violencs
a part of their wages-for the benefit of the bourgeoisie, in order
to compel the British workers to‘work- an extra hour per day:

The ' sympatly of ‘the’ International bourgeoisie is om the
;;ge:f of British capitalists and the British, Conservative Govern-
The, struggle of the British working class with' the entire
bourgeoisie has ‘assumed dimensions unknown ‘in the labour
movement since’ the 7nauguration: of the capitalist order. The
struggle has alréady emerged far beyond the confines' of purely
economic defmands and has assumed a clearly expressed class
political nature. i e Do

The entire capitalist world
the British working class: -

The victory of the British workers is only .possible with
the wide solidarity of the working class of all countries and in
the first place of the transport workers and seamen.'

The Central Committees of the Water Transport dnd -Local
Transport Workers have appealed to Soviet ports to-stop loading
cargoes and fuel bound for England, and tostop the shipment
both of these cargoes and also of any that might be sent
through, other countries, to declare a’ partial strike in' the ports
s6 that not a‘pound of cargo destined for England be loaded -in
Soviet ports without the 'air\eement of the British"trade- unions
leading the strike of British workers. ' S

~The umions’ of water and local transport workers in the
localitjes ‘should fake steps’ to ensure the complete success: of
the strike.” = - - SR

"fong ‘tive the victorious: struggle of ‘the British workers.

Long live Internatjonal Proletarian Solidarity. = -
* Long live ‘the unitéd Imternational Working Class front.
' " Central Committee of the Water Transport

Workers Union of the U.S.S.R. A, Istchenko.
Central Committee of the Local: Transport

... . ., Workers of the 1.8 8, R V. Rudakov.

- (»Trud“, -May 7. p. 3) ., e e

. To Working Men and Women and Toilers. of Moscow.

Millions of British workers defending themselves from

capitalist onslaight have déclared a ‘géneral strike.
he working class of the Soviet Union cannot be ‘indiffererit
to this struggle."We are merely a separate section of the world
proletatiart army. This army is fighting for the emancipation
of the working class, for the liberation of the failers and
oppressed of the’ 'whofe'wo;ld., The workers of Great Britain
are, faced by the forces of British capitalists who, though
decaying are mot yet broken. They are being helped by the
compact capitalist front of the whole warld. World capitalism
is exerting ail forces in order to smash the working class,
army in order to strangle the proletarian revolution at its
birth. The British workers are defending their vital interests,
but the strikers have decided fo defend 'their class rights to

the end. . .
" The workers of the whole world should support the struggle
commenced by the British workers. We, workers of the Red

is shaking from the blows of

_capital, of the Union of Soviet Sotialist Republics, must fake

the fronf place in ‘this ‘assistance: "We know beiter ~than all
others the maning of the -deprivations. connected ‘with a long
roletarian struggle.. We ‘ourselves on moré than. one.-occasion
v dxperienced how-difficult it is to fight against the orgahised
power of wapitalismy . oo T T
. H’HOW THE FUNDS'WERE:'RAISED.
" In the Donetz Basin (Donbass). .= .., .

Stalino - (Donbass) 11. V. The struggle of the British wor-
kers is meeting with the most lively Ttesponse amongst the
mine and metal workers of the Stalin district. The workers are
contributing. one: dlajy,'s-‘or two, day’s wages.on their.own initia-
tive. The Trade Union organs have to restrain the workers
from ifi¢reasing their contribution in aid of the British workers.

“The District Trade Union Council-has organised a com-
mission for granting aid to the participators in the British strike.

" 'A eampaign has been opéned in the local paper for indivi-
dtui—contr.i{imions which is meeting with enthusiastic response.

At a meeting of miners of the Gorlovsky mines 3,000 wor-
kers were present. The theatre was filled to overflowing. The
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proposals of the speakers for coniributing a day’s wages for
the strikers were greeted with vociferaus applause. .

In the shops of the Lugansk Enamel Factory the workers
are eagerly discussing the events in England. The workers and,
employees of the enamel factory are contributing a hali day’s
wages to the strikers., . K :

The workers of the textile factory in Lugansk have also.
decided to contribute a half day’s wages. ‘, ,

Messages from the localities and the pages of local Donbass
papers illustrate the tremendous enthusiasm of the workers of
Donbass and other places. Besides individual contributions a
campaign i being conducted calling upon various people to
make contributions for the British strikers. "

In Archangel
Souvenirs of the British Interventionists.

The news of the general strike spread as fast as electric,
sparks; the telephones rang -in the distant factories.

Factory whistles summoned the workers to special mee-
tings. The assembled workers greedily caught at every word, be-
cause the bloody story of 1918 still lives in every memory here. The
earth is still Iresh on the graves of the workers who lie buried
in the Square — workers who were shot by the British hire-
lings. It is not easy to forget the unrestrained debauch of
those British whippets and Lewis guns. And the naws that
5,000,000 British workers had stopped working for these hang-
men, flew around the factories, arousing tremendous enthusiasm.

Before there was even time to write out the appeal of the
District Trade Union Council for aid, funds began to be showe-
red down on the local newspaper ofiice.

The young workers of the Levachefi Works decided to con-
fribute half a day’s wages in aid of the British comrades.

The workers of the Lenin and Bukharin works —- a quarter
of a day’s wages, .

The woodworkers contributed 1,000 roubles.

It-would be difficult to find a factory or institution which
did not hasten to give substantial aid to. the British workers.

Even the students, the pioneers, collect kopeks, gather
roubles — roubles which aftterwards have mounted' up into
thousands. g AV

The workers say in their resolutions that this is only the
commencement. That if pecessary they will double, even triple
this aid. That this is only part of the debt which the British .
workers at one time gave to the workers of Archangel. :

It was the British workers after all who made their im-
perialists leave the North of Soviet Russia and now .a good
opportunity has come fo repay the debt. :

The workers heard with great misgivings the news that the
Trade Union General had refused their aid. .

“They have no right to, they must make good their error”,
they say, and began collectinF money with still greater energy.
Subscription. lists were circulated round the workers, '
; (}313! this news sowed the first alarm,
ecidged:

“To have detailed reports on the events in Great Britain
once a week.”

In the resolutions the British comrades are warmed:

“Have no trust, comrades, in the heroes of Black Friday.”

“Beware of new betrayals by the compromisers.”

“Stand firm; the hour of liberation is near.”

The last telegram that the compromisers had issued the.
order to call off the general strike came like the lash of a whip.
No resolutions could show how many thousand workers’ fists
were clenched with rage at this news, how thousands of people
burned with the desire to roll these Thomases, MacDonalds
and Hendersons in the gutter.

G, Pritchin.

and some works .

(“Pravda”, May 18, 1926.)

Moscow Textile Workers to the British Minersl

In the various f{extile factories of the Moscow Province,
Mmeetings devoted to the British events are still being held. Con-
tributions are also still coming in.

In 36 enterprises and institutions contributions of a quarter
dav's pay have been made. in 10 enterprises half a day’s wages
vhile in 2 factories a full day's wages have been subscribed.
I'wo factories instead of making contributions worked 10 hours.

B

In' the resoluvions of the various wneetings concerning the
struggle of the British miners, the textile workers emphasised
that their success in the struggle largely depends upon material
aid and call'.upon the International proletariat. to render this
assistance. (“Trud”, 27. V. 26, p. 2) '

. A Three-Day Campaign in Novgorod.

In Novgorod a Three-Day Campaign has been conducted.
Meetings have 'been held where explanations were given and
statements made as to the progress of the strike. Collections
were made in- aid of the strikers. An extensive campaign has

also been conducted by the trade union organisations in the
rural districts. (“Trud”, 28, V. 26, p. 2.)’ '

Friendly. Organisation of Help (Baku).

The workers of Baku eagerly answered the call of the eveats
in Great Britain, : o

Hardly had the telegram bearing the news of the miners
strike reached Baku when an, emergency session of the Miners
Union of the U.S.S.R. was convened for the same day. It was
decided to give every manner of support to the miners on strike.
Already the next day help began to pour in from all sides. In
its recent manifesto to the workers of the U.S.S.R. the A.U.
C.T.U. proposed deducting for the benefit of the British wor-
kers, one quarter of the day’s earnings. Before our workers
knew of this decision, they began already to deduct from their
earnings considerably more than proposed by the A.U.C.T.U.
Very many meetings are heid. In Binigardi alone, 13 emergenc
meetings were held on May 6th, all of them devoted to Britis
events. There is not an industry and hardly any enterprise where
meetings have not either been held or ‘are in the course of
preparation. The same cart be said of the office workers of
the various institutions and of the higher technical and ad-
ministrative staffs. . ,

The Belogorod workers gave one day’s earnings at the
factory meetings whereever it was possible to hold them. In
factory No. 6 it was decided with the sanction of the manage-
ment, to add to-this also the work of one Friday, sacrificing
thus the day of rest. Motor transport workers give one day's
earnings. In the Stenka Razin settlement card collections are
made, the engineering-technical section giving one day’s earnings
there and then. The same was done by the workers of the Baku
Soviet. The food workers and many others deducted half a day's
earnings. o . ST -

v, _GR,EETINGS FROM ALL CORNERS OF THE U. S. S. R.
From Far-off Siberia.

After listening to a radio message concerning the strike
ot the British. workers and .their stubborn struggle - against
capitalists, the citizens of the Obdorsk village (Siberia) expressed
their solidarity with the cause of the liberation of the workers
from the capitalists yoke, declaring. “We pledge ourselves to help
the revolutionary wockers of Great Britain with all the meens at
otut"l-‘ disposal, .and we begin by giving financial help to the
strikers. :

The Miners of the Far East.Swear to Support the British
Miners, |

“The Suchan and Artemovsk miners send their fervent
greetings to the great arm{ of British miners who, step by step
are destroying the might of British imperialisa. Warm greetings
to the British Communist Pagty — true leader of the working
class struggle.

We, workers vow to render every possible aid to our
brothers in their difiicult struggle.

Long live the British miners,

Long live the Communist Party of Great Britain.

Curses on the betrayers of the miners’ struggle.”

We are ready at any moment l_}o ‘giive you a Proletarian Helping
) .Hand.

“We 4000 working men and women and employees of the
motovilikhi works (Perm District, Urals) assembled at our
general factory meeting, send hearty greetings {o the British
workers engaged in a life and death struggle against capitalism.
We most emphatically declare that we Motovilikhi workers.
follow with breathless attention every detail of your struggle for
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the liberation of the Working Class and are ready at any mo-
ment to give you both our proletarian moral and material help.
We call upon the workers ot the world to give energetic support
to the struggling proletariat of Great Britain."” ‘

Railwaymen.

“We railwaymen of the Chuzovsky branch line, express our
warm sympathy for the struggle declared by the British workers
against their avowed enemy, the bourgeoisie.

Having ourselves experienced the whole weight of the
struggle against the bourgeoisie, particularly during -the time
of intervention, we remember what aid the workers ol the West
rendered us. ~

And now, when a section of the Western workers has acti-
vely entered the struggle against the enemy, we declare that we
will not only warmly sympathise with them in this struggle,
but also render them wholehearted aid.

Fraternal aid of Leningrad and Moscow Metal Workers.
“Red Putilov-ites.“

The General Meeting of 12,000 metal workers of {he “Red
Putilov” Works (Leningrad) send you their profound expression
of fraternal solidarity.

We call upon you, workers of Great Britain, to rally your
ranks still closer under the banner of a united front against
capitalism. .

The workers of “Red Putilov” are always ready to come out
i defence of the fighting British proletariat at the first call of the
Communist International, :

The Putilov workers are already commencing practical aid
on the spot and have decided as a first contribution to give
2 quarter of a day's wages in aid of the strikers. (“Pravda”,

L]

3,'5. 26, p. 3

Dynamo Workers. °

The General Meeting of workers and employees of the
"Dynamo” Factory, Moscow, comprising 1,500 workers, sends
fraternal greetings to the British workers.

The Dynamo workers who have struck on more than one
accasion under Tsarism finished by taking arms against the
Tsar and capitalism. We have seen by our own experience
that the economic struggle changes directly into a struggle for
rower,

Determination in the struggle and the firm leadership of
the Communist Party ensured us victory. Now we have power
in our hands,

While following the progress of your struggle we hope that
‘our_country in the near future will have a similar experience.

The working class of the whole world and in the first
place the workers of the U.S.S.R. are walching your heroic
struggle. .

Remember that vou are not alone in your fight. We
workers of “Dynamo” declare that we will render you aid at
any moment, not only in a monetary form, but also in other
ways, if necessary. .

In order to support the British strikers, the mecting con-
tributes a quarter &f its day’s wages and calls upon other

Moscow factories to do the same.

The General City Meetings of the Workers and Employees
of the First Ship Repairing Works Dedicated to Andre Martv
! Odessa sends hearty prolefarian greetings to the British
‘rikers. The meeting expresses its conviction that thz strike
Wil be victorious, given the general support of the entire
British proletariat and the workers of all countries.

. The workers of the U.S.S.R. for their part, will help on
this victory for the righteous cause of the working class not
orly morally but also materially.

y ‘IaOl'lg live the solidarity of the working class of the whole
vorld.

Long live the British workers on sirike.

Long live the Communist International.

¥ o4 0*

Sweep the Yellow Leaders right out of the Way.

~ We, 1.000 workers of the “Krasnoe Sormovo” works here as-
©roled, greet with effthusiasm our British working class com-
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rades who have entered the struggle against the capitalists. We
hope that the British comrades will not falter in their struggle
and will sweep the Yellow leaders and criminal capitalist hounds
right out of the way. )

We are appealing to all works in the Sormovo district
tc render substantial aid to the struggling British workers.

The Working Men and Women of the “Vesuvius” Factory
(Gomel Province) greet the British working class who have
come out against the capitalists. :

We “Vesuvians” promisz you wholehearted support.

The brazen British bourgeoisie have turned from defence
to an attack on the British working class, which must resist
them with clenched fists.

Miners of Great Britain, be firm and staunch until the
very end. No concessions to the capitalists,

Long live the British working class.

Long live the class solidarity of the workers of the world.

Long live the approaching revolution.
(“Pravda”, 18. 5. 26, p. 3.)

Do not Believe in the Heroes of “Black Friday”.

We, Workers and Employees of the “Lenin” Factory
(Archangel) send cur fraternal greetings to the British prole-
tariat. We nofe the increased revolutionary movement and call
upcn the workers of the whole world to rally in a united
front against capital, for we can only shake the foundations of
capitalism if we are rallied in compact ranks.

We declare on our part that the workers of the U.S.S.R.
are always ready to aid their fighting brothers abroad.

Let our first contribution — a quarter of a day’s wages —
serve as the commencement of such aid.

Less vacillations, comrades. and the hour of viclory is
near. Put less trust in the words of the traitor-heroes of
“Black Friday”. Long live the British proletariat and the Com-
munist Party of Great Britain. :

The Workers and Employees of the Sorofsky Saw Mills in
the Karelian Republic, promise the British workers all round
support in their struggle. We note that the strike which you
have declared is one of the greatest encounters of the proletariat
with world capitalism. We are certain that this encounter will
belp to bring nearer the final day of working class victory over
capitalism.

The workers in our saw' mills, to the number of 2,000,
call upon vou to sfand unwaveringly at vour revolutionary
posts, and fo struggle to cast ofi the influence of the com-
promisers and traitors of the working class cause. (“Pravda”,

20. V., p. 3)

[ "POLITICS

The Cabinet of Briand—Caillaux.
By Paul Marion (Paris).

On the 23rd of June, Briand, after numerous futile attempts
and combinations — the most remarkable of which was the pro-
posed inclusion of Poincaré in the government — formed his
tenth Cabinet. The fact that thic Cabinet coutains some nioderate
radicals and socialist renegades should not mislead anybody.
The true head of the new Cabinet is M. Caillaux. He is Minister
for Finance with special powers. In the speech he delivered on
June 20th he characterised the true character of the new govern-
ment: it s necessary to restore order in the finances, in the fac-
tories and in the streets. And he has already announced through
his newspapers that he will resort to dictatorial measures.

No one who has followed the political and economic evenis
in France in recent times will be surprised at the fact that such
words were spoken by a Minisrer who has the supnort of the
Bloc of the Leit. During the last vear the Bloc of the Leit has
been continually decaying. This applies especially to the time
since Briand. in Novémber of last vear, took over the govern-
ment after {Painlevé. .

The National Bloc was alwavs, in fact. the spe
instrument of French heavyv industrv and its Lanks.

e < K ; . e ~ratic petty bour-
there was set up, with the support of the democranc |

al political
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geoisie and under the leadership of certain commercial banks,
as well as of cértain heads of manufacturing industry, the famous
Bloc of the Leit, which gained the victory in May 1924. 1t was
the object of this Left Bloc to make use of the working masses
who are not revolutionarily inclined, and the hesitating middle
classes for a policy which permitted French imperialism, in
foreign politics to adopt the Dawes Plan, and in domestic policy

to grant certain concessions in order to ward off the threatening -

attack of the wage and salary earners and of the small business
people who were being robbed of all their savings.

These concessions consisted chiefly of a few social reforms,
as well as the democratising of the fiscal system by, on the one
hand, raising somewhat the direct taxes and, on the other hand,
by reducing the indirect taxes paid by the masses of consumers.
At first these masses were deceived by the hypocritical promises
of Herriot and his people, but under the Painlevé Ministry they
slowly began to realise the true state of affairs. We are wit-
nessing today in France a regrouping of the classes, particularly
since the Morocco war and the commencement of the serious
intensification of the valuta problem, which is connected with
the problem of exports and of the whole production in France.

The various fractions of big capital have drawn closer
together. The necessity of a common defence of the general in-
terests of capital against the efforts of the workers to obtain
wage increases to meet the increasing prices, against the civil
servants who have even come out in demonstrations in the
streets, against the economic competition and the financial pres-
sure of the rival imperialisms of England and America, whose
action is expressed in the accelerated fall of the Franc — all this
has expedited the approchement in the capitalist camp. It was
Briand’s function to bring about the necessary new parliamen-
lary grouping in order that the French bourgeoisie could at least
maintain the outer appearance of a democratic regime.

During the months of December, January, February and
March, Briand did everything possible in order to destroy, piece
by piece, the financial election programme of the Bloc of the
Left, as well as the Bloc itself. Inflation, indirect taxes, rejection
ol every effective financial control — these were the points on
which the radicals and the socialists constanily capitulated in the
most shameful manner; and in the eyes of the workers they bear
the responsibility for the success of this capitalist manoeuvre.
Thus the budget of 1020 was finally adopted, which greatly re-
sembled the old budget of the National gloc.
~ The month of May — during which parliament was not sit-
ting — brought with it a sharpening of the financial situation.
Hence the bourgeoisie deemed it necessary to bring about the
corresponding changes in the government, in order to maintain
the privileges of the French capitalists.
~ The delicit in our trade balance, the mass-sales of Francs
in the foreign money markets and in Paris, as well as the
question of the debts payable to America, resulted in a sudden
rise of the Pound and of the Dollar. which the Ministry were
only able to stop for a few days by means of financial
manoeuvres.

On the other hand there rose throughout the country, a wave
of partial strikes for higher wages. A strong swing to the Lelt
is to be seen in the Socialist Party. The Communist influence
grew and is growing, the united front actions and the workers’
demonstrations are bhecoming more numerous, our Party press,
and in particular the “Humanité” is increasing its circulation.

The bourgeoisie is conscious of the full extent of the danger.
As a result of this not only the press of the Right, but also ihe
more or less neutral information press energetically demanded a
2overnment ot the strong hand. ’

. The long Ministerial crisis of recent times has now found
it solution: the Bloc of the Left. whose responsibility for the
whole develormient cannot be emphasised too much, has given
rlace to the “fighting” Cabinet of Caillaux-Briand. This Ministry
".\wll endeavorr with all means — and ii necessary even with il-
..-ga'l means — o carrv out successiullv the common defence
t’)l capialist interests: that is to say, abolition of financial con-
trol. reduction of direct taxes, free export oi capital, and increase
in the b'l‘!‘d(lls which the working class has to bear. The Com-
g:"\l"‘-j;_’l artv. on the basis of its concrete programme ior the
Amehate luture. — restoration of finances at the cost of the

possessing class -, will know / i i
Ing closs —,  how to carry on the fight agains
e Briand-Caillaux government. ' ght against

\

The Political Situation in Germany After
the Referendum.
By P. R. Dietrich.

Despite the strenuous endeavours of the Communist Party
and of the other organisations which gave their aid in the
struggle for the complete confiscation of the properties of the
quondam royal families, the 20 million votes required by the
law have not been registered at the referendum. Bui, even
though the necessary million of votes could not be raised, the
big fight. has in every respect been thoroughly worth while.

The fact that, in addition to the class-conscious masses of
workers under the leadership of the Communist Party, the
Social-Democratic workers — under pressure from whom the
Social-Democratic executives were first of all compelled fo take
their place in the fighting-line —, as well as a large percentage
of the Christian-Socialist workers under the leadership of the
Centre and millions of the one-time Rightward voters of the
middle-classes, of the peasaniry and of the brain-workers, took
an active part on the side of the working-classes in this fight,
is convincing evidence of the steady Leitward development ol
the German workers, who are now beginning to attract to their
camp considerable numbers of the lower middle-class.

 The referendum has convinced many workers who formerly
believed they could gain their ends in . Democratic Republic
by Democratic means, that the methods of bourgeois Democracy
are futile even for the carrying through of relatively small par-
tial demands. Under the rule of Capitalism, millions of Social-
Democratic workers have come to feel unmistakably the “formal
equality of Democracy”, so lauded by the leaders of the Social-
Democratic Party, that their eyes have been opened. They have
at last recognised that the Communist Rarty was right in decla-
ring at the commencement of the campaign that Democratic
methods of defending the interests of the working-classes are
neither practical nor efiicacious.

1L

In spite of the negative result of the refendum, the bonr-
geoisie, who strained every nerve to defeat the referendum, did
not think fit to proclaim ‘the defeat with great jubilation. The
bourgeoisie perceives even more clearly than the Social-Demo-
cratic Party-executives how much power lies behind the 14!/, mi'-
lion votes cast in favour of expropriation, At the same time,
the bourgeoisie is aware that the Social-Democratic leaders were
reluctant to take up a position aigainst the nobility and the
Monarchist reactionaries and that they are prepared. for the
sake of the big coalition, to betray and sell the 14';» millions
votes cast in favour of expropriation without compensation.

Confident of the support of the Social-Democratic leaders.
the bourgeoisie, who even prior to June 20th, had held up
the bogyv of Bolshevism, have set out to flout the millions of
voters. The Marx-Stresemann Government demanded the prompt
acceptance en bloc of the Government compromise. which
practically meant the complete acknowledgement of the exor
bitant claims of the nobility. The Government parties used
every means at their disposal to get the Bill accepted and
thereby get rid of this dangerous question.

The leaders of the German Socialist Party immediatel’
resolved to work for the passing of the Marx-Governmen
Bill in favour of the nobility, The amendments proposed by the
representatives of the German Socialist Party in the parliamen-
tary Legislative Committee were mere manoeuvres to divert
the recalcitrant masses of Social-Democratic workers from
further participation in the fight for the complete coniiscation
of the royal properties. Despite the scornful rejection cf all
previous proposals on the part of Social-Democracy, the re-
nresentatives of the German Socialist Party did not reject the
individual pacagraphs of the Government Bill. but withheld
their votes as a preparatory measure for their final assent.

At the same time. the CGovernment continued behind the
scenes to negotiate with the Social-Democrats and the German
Nationalists 1n order to procure a majority in favour of the
Bill and thu§ frustrate the demand of the overwhelming majoritt
of ‘_"L’ working masses for the dissolution of Parliament. li (I
Government and the Government Darties, swith the aid of Socia!-
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Democracy, are successful in passing the Compromise Bill, the
whole responsibility, will rest with the Social-Democratic Party.

The Social-Democratic Party must, furthermore, accept full
responsibility for future measures adopted by the Marx-Strese-
mann Government and a Parliament wﬁich is definitely opposed
to the workers. '

What are the measures being prepared by the Government
and the Reichstag?

1. The Govermment is using the trade-treaties as a means
to change low protective customs tariffs into high ones. The
pending increase of the agrarian duties will inevitably result in
a great advance in the prices of cereals and, consequently, in
those of bread, provender and buicher’s meat.

2. Parliament and employers are systematically preparing
a fresh attack upon the umemployment dole. The riggt to un-
employment benefit is to be replaced by unemployment insu-
rance. The Governmient is also frying to do away with uniform
allowances and to introduce in their place a cunning system
of scales,

By means of the withdrawal of unemployment benefit the
Government is preparing a campaign of the employers for a cut
In wages accompanied by an extension of working hours.

3. The Democratic Minister of Finance, Dr. Reinhold, is
making up a new taxation schedule for the Government whereby
faxes on capital will be, further reduced while fresh burdens will
be loaded n to the backs of the working people.

4. With the support of the Government the employers are
carrying on their systematic offensive against the whole length
of the working-class front. Within the last three weeks the ranks
of the unemployed in Berlin have swollen by 14,000. Krupp-
Essen have already announced the dismissal, as from November
Ist of this year, of another 30% of their hands, which means
3000 to 4000 workers.

In view cf these facts it should be the task of the Social-
Democratic Party and the A.D.G.B. (German General, Fede-
rafion of Trade Unions), in common with the Comwmunist Party,
to force the pace of the popular movement which arose out of
the campaign for the confiscation of royal properties and to
creale out of the voting front of nearly 15 millions a firmly welded
battle front. The attitude of the Social-Democratic Party and
that of the A.D.G.B. shows that the working masses who are
determined to put up a fight against the predatory plans of the
bourgeoisie, must organise a defensive out of their own forces
in conjunction with the Communist Party,

L

. The Communist Party promptly stigmatised the co-opera-
tion of the Social-Democratic Party in the Marx-Stresemann
Government Bill as rank treachery in respect of the
millions of people who voted in favour of the expropriation of
the former royal families and declared that it would carry on the
ﬁgh} for ‘the confiscation of the royal properties and the struggle
against social and Monarchist reaction.

As a step towards the continuation of the mobilisation of
the masses and {he strengthening of the striking force, the Party
has issued the slogan for the organisation of a Congress of
Workers. This Congress should not only bring together the
vhole of the working population, the petty bourgeois sections
In town and country. as well as the brain-workers, for another
blow against the predatory claims of the former ruling houses.
against Parliament, Government and President, who are pre-
Pared, even in face of the plight of millions of unemployed and
workers on short time, to grant the huge claims of the former
roval families, but at the same time organise on the widest
possible basis the fight against the new customs and taxation
exploitation, against the proposed abolition of the unemployment
benefit and against further “rationalisation” at the cost of the
German workers.

One phase of the battle was concluded by the imposing
Mobilisation of the decisive political classes in Germany. A new,
2reater and more difficult phase is imminent. The Communist
Party, fully conscious of its historical task, will take its place
in the forefront 6f the big battle which is rapidly approaching.

A “Friendly Approach” between Hungary
and Roumania by Order of England.
By L. Ungar (Moscow).

Since the coming into office of the Avarescu Government,
the foreign policy of Roumania has bsen more than ever subject
to English influence. The continuous contest between England
and France for influence in Bucharest has for the time being
turned in favour of England. Altogether France’s influence in the
Balkans and in the countries of the Little Entente is considerably
weaker since she has been experiencing economic difficulties
and a financial crisis of her own.

A new factor in the foreign policy of Roumania has appeared
on the scenes in the form of Italy, and Avaresou’s policy is
distinguished from that of Bratianu just by the emphasis it lays
on its friendship for Italy. There can be no doubt that the Ava-
rescu Cabinet is hoping to obtain from Italy not only the gran-
ting of credits but also the ratification of the Bessarabian pro-
tocol. On the whole, however, English influence remains para-
mount in Avarescu’s policy. : .

English influence has also triumphed in the trend of Hun-
gary’s foreign policy. Had it not been for the demonstrative
support of England, the Bethlen Government would long ago
have fallen in consequence of the franc forgery affair. At the last
meeting of the League of Nations, Chamberlain shook hands
demonstratively with the Hungarian Prime Minister when he
entered the room, whereas Bethlen met with an extremely cool
reception from the representatives of the Little Entente on the
Gecasion of his visit to France. It is true that, as regards the
French Government, Bethlen has partly made good his share in
the responsibility for the franc forgeries by concluding the com-
mercial treaty which is extremely disadvantageous for Hungary
while being extremely advantageous for France, but the econo-
mic and financial penetration of English capital into Hungary
and the hope of obtaining English support in the sense of a
revision of the Treaty of Trianon, are driving Hungary by dire
necessity to steer its course in the direction of England.

In order still further to consolidate its position in that part
of Europe, English diplomacy made it its object to bring about
a mutual approach between Hungary and Roumania and to
create a Conservative Block between the two countries which,
together with Pilsudski in Poland and Liapcheif in Bulgaria.
would carry out the English policy, — both against the Soviat
Union and against French influence in the Balkans and in Sou-
thern Europe. The solution of this task is by no means easy in
view of the bitter dissensions which exist between Hungary
and Roumania. The Treaty of Trianon annexed not only Tran-
svlvania but even purelv Hungarian territory to Roumania.
Nearly a million and a half Hungarians are living under the
power of the Roumanian Government. Roumania is a member
of the Little Entente and has pledged herself to support Jugo-
Slavia and Czecho-Slovakia against the attempts of the Hun-
garian Government which is working to bring about an altern-
tion of the Treaty of Trianon and the restoration of the Habs-
burg Monarchy. Agrarian reform in Transylvania has be'n
effected chiefly at the cost of the Hungarian landowners; in the
districts populated by Hungarians. the Roumanian. Government
is carrying on a violent policv of Roumanianisation, even dis-
regarding the scanty rights which the Treatv of Trianon guaran-
fees to the Hungarian national minority. On the other hand the
policy of Roumania was directed against Roumania.

English diplomacy. however. has very skilfully made use
of 2!l the factors which make an approach between the Hun-
garian and Roumanian Governments nossible. In Bucharest the
Roumanian Boyars and in Hungary the landed proprietors are
those who actually have the power. Opposition to all the sym-
ptoms of the worker and peasant movement is encouraging
friendly class relations between the landowners of Roumania

“and Hrngary. Among the countries of the Little Entente. Rou-

mania is the one which offers comparatively the least resistance
10 the restoration of the Habsburg monarchv. The Roumanisn
landowners are hostile to any agrarian reform. even were 1l
as was the case in Transvlvania. carried through at Hungarv's
expense. The Roumanian Jandowners realise that agrarian Te-
form onlv begins with the estates of the Hungarian landewners
bui must logically end with the 2sfates of the Roumarian Bovar-

Hungarian foreign policy is alsn directed agmnst Jugoslaw?
and Crecho-Slovakia. and in this respect has much in commoi
with Roumanian foreign policy. Even in the past, Faglish dipo-
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macy regarded Hungary and Roumania as a barrier against the
Slav danger and continues to do so; Roumania and Hungary are
quitz willing to be used for this purpose. English diplomacy
took all these factors into consideration when it inaugurated the
policy of an approach between Hungary and Roumania.

In order to create a more friendly atmosphere between the
two countries, the Avarescu Government, under England’s in-
fluence, formed an election Block with the party of the Hun-
garian national minority promising the latter a few insignificant
concessions in the field ol popular education, the Church and
administration. The leaders of the Hungarian party in Transyl-
vania are reactionary Hungarian landed proprietors who have
formed an election alliance with Avarescu, the most blatant re.
presentative of Roumanian chauvinism in agreement with Horthy,
the most blatant representative of Hungarian chauvinism. The
leaders of the Hungarian party in Transylvania have betrayed
the real interests of the Hungarian minority but have obviously
found means to ensure that the interests of the Hungarian landed
proprietors should be considered in carrying through the agra-
rian raform and that no further breaking up of their estates
should take place in the interest of the Roumanian peasants.

This agreement was partly responsible for Avarescu's vic-
tory at the elections, for it secured 13 seats in the Roumanian
Parliament for Hungarian landed proprietors and paved the
way for an approach between Budapest and Bucharest. Now it
is possible for the Bethlen Government to point out that the
Roumanian Government is treating its “oppressed Hungarian
brothers” better than before and that it is therefore possible to
carry out a common policy of the Hungarian and Roumanian
landowners. ‘

In order to ensure this policy being “skilfully” carried out,
the former Hungarian Foreign Minister, Count Banffy has al-
ready gone to live in Roumania, has adopted Roumanian natio-
nality and is the leader of the Hungarian party in Roumania.
This “patriotic” action ensures {o Count Banffy the possession
of his estates in Transylvania and to the Hungarian Government
the certainty that the policy of the secret agreement between
Bucharest and Budapest will not be endangered by irresponsible
acts on the part of the Hungarian national minority in Transyl-
vania. At the same time the large banks of Hungary and Rou-
mania are entering into business relations and exploiting in
common the Roumanian and Hungarian population of Transyl-
vama.

In the Little Entente, Roumania is advocating the policy of
“consideration” for Hungary and sabotaging the action of Jugo-
slavia and Czecho-Slovakia against Hungary on account of the
forgery of French, Czech and Jugoslavian banknotes; England
on the other hand, in the League of Nations, is quite openly
defending Hungary and its banknotes forgers in high places.

These are the main factors in the friendly relations between
Hungary and Roumania and these are the first steps taken by
Hungary towards creating a reactionary Block in South East
Europe against the Soviet Union and against French influence.

IN THE INTERNATIONAL

The Party Conference of the C. P.
of ‘France.
Special detailed report to the Inprecorr.
FIRST TO FIFTH SESSION.
First Session.
' Lille, june 20. 1920,

The Party conierence was opened this morning at 10 o'clock.
There are approximately 200 delegawes preseni. After the elec-
tion of the Presidium, the Chairman, Comrade Devernay, gree-
(vd the Conference and briefly outlined the tasks with which
it is faced.

Telegrams of greeting were read, including one from Tunis
and one from the members of the C. P. of China in Eurepe.

Report of the Executive.
Comrade Semard delivered the report upon the first item
oy the Agenda, the Report ol the Dixecutive. e declared ihat
<ince the last conference of the Party in Clichy the world had

been the scene of events of enormous political and economic im-
portance, such as the revolts in the East, the general strike in
England etc. In France itself great events had occurred. There
have been two wars — Morocco and Syria —, and a great in-
tensification of the class contradictions. In addition there was
the fall in the value of the Franc, constant changes of govern-
ment and growing discontent of the masses, penetrating deep
into the middle classes.

Our Party which is-stil young, was confronted with this
serious and ever sharpening situation, It can be said that in
general and in spite of many failings, the Party had followed a
correct policy, as in the case of the Moroccan war etc.

Without concealing any mistakes or trying to make the or-
ganisatory situation of the Party appear better than it is, it can
be said that our Party has made great progress and gained con-
siderable influence in all spheres. The causes for the decrease
in the Party membership were: the mechanical carrying out of
the reorganisation, the panic of the frightened elements through
the Morocco campaign, the lack of political life in the nuclei
and the resistance shown to the reorganisation of the Party upon
the basis of the nuclei. The loss of membership concerned the
petty bourgeois. The Party has not suificiently taken advantage
of the general trend towards the Left. Here was an important
task of the united front tactic in the future.

The speaker analysed the mistakes of the Party. particu-
larly in the application of the united front tactics. Referring (o
our campaign against the Moroccan war, he declared that we
had quite rightly issued defeatist slogans; the slogan of frater-
nisation and of the military evacuation of Morocco. But in our
enthusiasm we made these slogans as conditions for the united
front with the socialists, as pre-conditions for participation in
the Committees of action. This was a mistake, for these condi-
tions wrecked the united front and were incapable of attracting
the non-communisi masses.

But while correcting our errors, our Left deviations, we

_must not go to the other extreme and fall into opportunism, that

[

is to say we must issue the correct revolutionary slogans but
must not .immediately enforce their acceptance by the non-cont-
munist masses.

Since then some organisations had been guilty of Right
deviations. A pre-requisile for the correct application of our
vnited front iactics is the correct estimation of our opponents.
We must not under-estimate the strength of the Socialist Party;
wz must not clese our eyves to the fact that in certain districts 1t
possesses a proletarian basis, that is has 'great municipalities in
its hands and that its apparatus is connected with the C.G.!.
We have not understood how to develop sufficient activity in
the most important sphere, the trade union sphers.

The Centrist tendency in our Party which made its appe.r-
rance after the Conference of 1. and 2. December (article by
Humberdot, letter at the time of the Entarged Fxecutive etc.).
is demanding a democratic cenfralism, by which thay mean that
there shouid be sel up an organ of constant discussion. This
would mean converting the Party into a debating society, dis-
crediting it in the cves of the masses and destroying it The
“Humanité” which has recently made great progress, would at
once lose its circulation were it to become a discussion orgai.
The proletariat needs a correct hue and concrete slogans,

We have the proper organs for discussion: the nuclei, which
nave to discuss the slogans and the factics of the Partv.

Oue of the most imporiant tasks of the Party, continued the
speaker. is the unification of the young and the older generation
of the Party.

As regards the Right, they have for some time past main-
tainad complete silence. But in the districts they are still con-
ducting a svstematic campaign of opposition against the Parly
leadership. One must sharply combat those Right tendencies in
the Party which support the trade union policy of the “Revolu-
tion Proletarienne” of Monatte and Co. The Party Conierence
nust oppose in the sharpest manuer the Monatte, Rosmer, Sou-
varine group which is actually carrying on a counter-revolu-
tionary activity.

But this does not mean that the discontented working class
“lements should be expelied. The Party Executive is perfectly
willing to allot to the Right working class elements, that share
ia the leadership which is due to them, if they openiv and
without reservation declare their complete agrecement with the
resolutions of the C. 1.

Our present task is fo consolidate the Party, to follow a
clear political line and to apply correctly the united front tactics.
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The bourgeoisie is openly preparing for a broad fascist otfen-
sive, headed by the French employers organisations. It is all
{he more nzcessarv. therefore, that the C. P., by its correct and
concrete slogans, by the right application of the united front
tactics, attracts to itself the majority ol the working class, makes
its influence felt in the trade unions and leads the masses towards
a revolutionary workers’ and peasants’ government.

Second Session.
Lille, 20th June 1920.

The second session of the Conlference was opened with the
discussion on the Report of the Executive.

Comrade Mathieu (Limoges) declared that the Party must
in the future learn from the failures of the past. The speaker
cited examples from his own district showing the bad work
of certain instructors, as the latter carried out the directions
of the C. C. without understanding and without adapting them to
the palitical level ol the masses.

Comrade Simon (Bordeaux) spoke to the same efiect. The
C, C. must take into consideration the situation in the various
organisations and build up its work accordingly.

Comrade Morin (Paris district), one of the leaders of the
opposition against the C. C., pointed to the negative character of
the report and critised the political and organisatory measures
of the C. C, The reorganisation is not completed, the fractions are
not functioning, the influence of the Party has declined. (cries
of No!) It is therefore necessary to control the policy and the
activity of the Party Central. The Central has for too long
preventad any discussion. The Right have been opposed b
purely machanical, auwihoritative means. We ask why the Lelt
do not comc forward here and state their political opinion.

We had hoped that as a result of this Party Conference
there would be another leadership. The International has declared
that the essential core of the leadership shall remain. We submit
but we shall take care that the past is not repeated.

Comrade Humberdot, also a leader of the Centrist opposition
to the C. ‘C.. criticised the slogans issued by the E. C. and
complained of the lack of democratic centralism. The seli- cri-
ticism on the part of the leaders contained in the report of
the Executive is to be welcomed, but it must be the starfing point
of a broad discussion in order that we shall learn from the
failures of the past, The Party leadership has erred in the poli-
tical perspectives which it laid down as a basis for its activity,
and also in regard to the social composition ot the Party: as a
result it was the prisoner of the ultra-Lelt elements.

We shall vote for the acceptance of the report of the Exe-
cutive, but this does not mean that we vote for the Party Cen-
tral, but for their admission of their failures,

Comrade Costes (secretary of the Paris district) briefly
replied to the insincere criticism of Morin and Humberdot. He
declared that ey were opportunists and that they had come
to the end of their tether in the Paris district.

Third Session.
Lille, June 20. 1020.

Continuation of the Discussion on the Report of the Executive.

After short speeches by Comrades Rey (Auvergne) and
omméa (Alpes) Comrade Remaud Jean in a speech lasting an
, examined the causes of the declining curve in the develop-
ment of the Partv and the somewhat sceptical mood which he
experienced here and there in the provinces, Such a mood,
he declared. is bv no means justified by the objective develop-
ment in France. for events are working for us. Wherein lie the
causes? Firstlv, in the lack of a uniform conception of the role
of our Party, and secondly in the orgamnisatory errors committed
up to the Conference of Ist and 2nd December. that is up to the
time of the Lnlarged E.C.C. 1
1t we wish t0 win the masses we must conduct a_ policy
Wh{Ch will inspire them with confidence. For this purpose itis not
sufficient to defend their every day demands, but we must 2t the
same time direct our attention to the political struggle tor power,
to the fight against the whole econmomic and political system
of the bourgesis State.
As regards the organisatory weaknesses, it is wrong to say
that the transierence of the Party to nuclei was incorrect. But the
arty, with its complicated structure, with its district organi-
sations etc. does not correspond to the structure oi France,
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and will not be capable, in revolutionary times, of conducting
the fight against the firmly centralised bourgeois State, That the
Party organisaiion is not a good one is shown by the simple
curve of the development of the membership: after the Party
Conference of Tours we numbered 10,000 members, today we
have only 50,000. The reason is to be found in the lack of proper
connection between the C. C. and the basis of the Party. The
speaker stated he would not submit any theses or resoiutions ol
his own; he would vote for the Executive’s Report. ‘

. ' Fourth Session.
Lille, 21st June 1926.

The discussion upon the report ol the execulive commiittee

was continued.
Comrades Oudin (Troyes) and Barette (North West District)

-spoke of the application of the united Front tactic and Barette in

particular warned of the dangers of a united iront at any price.

Comrade Pichon (Bordeaux) demanded a more active par-
ticipation of the provinces in the leadership of ihe Party.

Comrade Nicod pointed out that the situation outside Paris
demanded difierent methods of work and he sharply criticised
the Morin group. .

Comrade André Marty although he is himself a member of
the E. C. criticised it and its methods of work, the weakening
of the Morocco campaign and the insufficient activity during
the British general strike. The camipaign against Fascism nust be
better led was his opinion. The political line of “I’'Humanité’* was
not sufficiently sharp. Marty further dealt in detail with the
attitude of the communist parliamentary fraction which did not
carry out its purpose well enough, The tasks of the E. C. and
those of the Political Bureau must in the future be more clearly
defined.

Comrade Beers (Bretagne) spoke upon the necessity of a

good information organ.
A long speech on the part of Doriot then followed. He

declared that the Right wing was in retreat. It was hiding itself
under the tendency of Humberdot and Morin. It was urgently
necessary to liquidate the Right wing and their protectors Hum-
berdot-Morin. The meihods of the Right were not suited to the
after-war period and the present development. in the present
tense situation it is the duty of the C.C. to mobilise the masses
against the bourgeoisie through the medium of the united front.
In this conncction however, coportunist dangers wouid
have to be avoided. The speaker declared himself to
be in agreement with Jean Renaud in the following poinis:
1) The E. C. must not be eliminated by the Polbureau; 2) the
E. C. must have firm connections with the masses of the Party
membership; 3) partial actions for the immediate demands of
the workers, peasants and middle classes must not cause the
revolutionary orientation to be forgotten. The attitude of Jean
Renaud with regard to the organisation of the Partv however
was false because it was necessary to build up the Party orga-
nisations in the districts according to the most important cenires
of production. The opinion of Renaud upon the loss of men-
bers was also incorrect, The speaker in answer to Marty de-
clared that upon the whole the communist parliamentary
fraction has fullilled its duties, [n conclusion Doriot declared
that the attitude of the Communist Party to the Morocco war
had proved that the DParty was the only revolulionary Party

in France.

Fifth Session.

The discussion uron the E. C. report was continued. Many
speakers took part in the discussisn including conrades Neiae
and Ciiciite.

The elections of the various commissions then foilowed and
the speech of grcetings of the Czechoslovakian fraternal dele-
gate Haken who was received with stormy applause.

In ihe coutinuation of the discussion Dorel spoke and
Laporte on behalf of the parliamentary fraction. Laporte des-
cribed the diitculties with which the fraction had to contond
and its activities aid spoke against the feelings within the Party
against the fraction which was only the executive orgen ol
the »arty.

Comrades Vuillemin and Fugerolle (Italian  Group) des-
crived the tasks of the Party amongst the 3 million foreign
workers who ire at present in France. . .

Conmrade Tacco (Nice) described the anti-lascist actions

the Souih of Franco,
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Sixth Session.
Lille, 22nd june 1926.

The session continued the discussion upon the report of
the E. C.

The communist member of parliament Gauthier defended
in a detailed speech the point of view of the Right wing. He
supported the letter of the 250 to the E.C.C.]. and declared
under general protest that the policy of the Comintern was
deminated by the interests of Russian foreign policy. He de-
manded a free Party discussion upon international policy.

The declarations of Gauthier were rejected by the whole
congress. Villatte (Paris) pointed to the relationship betwcen the
Right wing and the centre.

The Centrist Morin made a declaration against the Right
wing and against Gauthier.

Schiavro then spoke upon the activity of the Party in
Algeria.

Erneste Gireault (Paris) criticised the sharp struggle con-
ducted against the Right. :

The closing speech of Semard then followed. He declared
amidst applause that the E.C. was prepared to draw all forces
into the work and he spoke against the unjust criticism which
had been made against the E, C. He explained the tasks of the
united front committees and spoke in detail of the attitude of the
parliamentary iraction. The social democratic tendency in the
parliamentary fraction had shown itseli in the letter of the 250.
Semord deciared that in the Russian question the French Rights
were working parallel with the Ruth Fischer group in Ger-
niany. He then discussed the organisation form of the Party
which must be based upon the factory nuclei. The Party Con-
gress he declared must finally create ideological clarity.

After the closing speech of Semard the report of the E. C.
was adopted with all votes against two and with one abstention.

Seventh Session.
Lille, 23rd june 1426.
The Party Conlference for the fighting English Workers.
Comrade Campbell

of the Communist Party of Great Britain greeted the Congress
of the French Commumst Party in a short night session. He
described the situation in Great Britain before, during and after
the general strike and then proceeded to discuss the common
tashs oi the British, German and French proletariat. His remarks
were reccived with great applause, Thereupon a politicat address
of the Party Congress to the Communist Party of Great Britain
and an appeal to the workers of France to support the workers
of Great Britain were decided upon. The session was then
closed.
Eighth Session,

Report on the International and National Situation.

Comrade Renaud Jean made a declaration to the ciiect that
he was in agreemeut with the leadership in the questivn of the
nuclet.

Contrade Semard delivered a speech upon the international
and national situation and the tasks of the Party which lasted
i6r three hcurs. Comrade Semard characterised the relativity
o the stabilisation by the crises and the revolutionary process i
Liarope and in the Orient. The British Empire was in decay,
a permanent economic crisis prevailed in Great Britain itse!f and
the class-struggle there was antens:iving. In Germany declare d
the speaker the class antagonisms are growing as a resuit of
the eliects ot the Dawes plan and the campaign for e expro-
praation of the princes had resulted in a political crists, Semard
then deseribed the development of Fascism in Haly, the Coup
JHiat of Pilsadski in Peland and the financial crisis in Belgium,
the dominating opponent poles ol the world said the speaker
wese the Unvied Staies and the USSR, The speaker then
wentt i 1o describe the comtradictions  of imperialising the
dormer ob war, e League of Nanons as a tool of the imiperialists

i the rode of the social democracy as the assistunts in the

R ool bourgeess st aian A soliion o s s on e

Jowas onhy o be toed o e socal revolutban aud i e
coaatt s ol thie vieeed s of socialist burope,

Viter o st poose coaneade somard deseribed the econemic

endpoiniaal snwaton e dcance, The growig
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middle-classes. the peasants and the workers and caused an
intensification of the class antagonisms. The parties were decay-
ing at a great speed. One government crisis followed the other.
The bourgeoisie was organising fascist leagues and the masses
were streaming to the Left, whilst strikes were becoming ever
more frequent. The present govermental crisis would bring
no solution with it. Anglo-Saxon capital wanted a stabilisation,
but an economic crisis, unemployment and class-struggle wer:
attached 1o it.

The tasks of the Party declared the speaker were the follo-
wing: 1) the creation of a trade union mass movement; 2) the
creation of a mass Party of workers and peasants, and 3) the
winning of allies. The most important means to these ends was
the united front tactic. The struggle for immediate demands
should be connected with a revolutionary orientation. The
speaker concluded by declaring that the leadership of the Party
would have to be firm and united.

Lille, 23rd June }926.

In the afternoon of the 23rd of June, the discussion upon
the speech of comrade Semard upon “The national and inter-
national situation and the tasks of the Party” was opened. ~

The first speaker was comrade Berron (Alsace-Lorraine)
who expressed the views of the comrades in Alsace-Lorraine
upon the general situation in France. He then sketched in detail
the situation in Alsace-Lorraine, the autonomist movement there
and the tasks of the Communist Party. )

Thereupon the continuation of the discussion was postponed
and the session was closed.

THE WHITE TERROR

Only the World Proletariat can Rescue
Sacco and Vanzetti!

American capitalist justice is still firmly retaining in its
clutches the two victims, Sacco and Vamzetti who have been
condemned to death. Although the innocence of the two revo-
lutionaries has been formally proved by the confession of Cefestino
Madeiros, although the workers of the various countries have
by a poweriul protest movement expressed their indignation
against the planned judicial murder, the American plutocracy has
not yet finally abandoned its intention to murder Sacco and
Vanzetti.

Thanks to the protest movement of the Amearican and the
international proletariat, the American authorities have already
three times been comipelled to postpome the exccution of Sacco
and Vanzetti. The final decision regarding a new trial demandud
by the defence will be given in July. .

Many official statements, however, indicate that the Ame-
rican bourgeoisie will again do everything possible in order
to find any pretext, no maiter how ridiculous, ior upholding
the death <entence.

The halian Ambassador to the United States is already
washing the hands of the American central government. Com-
pelled by the mass protest of the Halian workers, by the hundreds
ol protest telegrams which he has received, to make a state-
utent, he declares that the condenmnation and murder of Sacco
and Vanzetti is, “according to the American Constitudion”, an
inner affair of the Court of the State of Massachusetts (!), that
the Central government and the President of the United States
cannot exercise any intluence in the matter,

“should the sentence be contirmed — conciudes the
the Ambassador in the declaration — then the right ©
pardon rests solelv with the governor of the State of Mus-
sachusetts, over whose actions the President ol the United
Stutes has no right of control™.

This statement, along with the statement of judge Thayer.
accasding to which Sacco and Vanrzetti, even ii they have no
comitied the acinal deed with which thev are charged. are
neverticiess noradly gwilty as thev are anarchists who preach
the averthrow of social institations, shows how great the danger
o bhis attitude of the American bourgeoisie is a further prool
that Savco and Vanzetti can only be saved by increasing the pio-
test movements of the international working class more than ever

sacco and Vanzetti themselves place their entire hopes o
the active solidavty of their class comrades. Vanzetti wriies 1
1 dgter:
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“The echo of your campaign in our behalf has reached
my heart. [ repeat, I will repeat to my last, only the people,
our comrades, our friends, the world proletariat can save
us from the powers of the capitalist, reactionary hyenas or
vindicate our names and our blood before history”.

Sacco writes: .

“We will stand like good communard soldiers to the end
of the battle, and looking into the eyes of our enemy, face to
face, to tell them with our last breath that we have faith
that you, the comrades and all the workers of the world’s
solidarity, would free Sacco and Vanzetti to-morrow.
Meanwhile, best wishes to all from my comrade Vanzetti
who joins with my most fraternal greeting.”

This confidence must- be replied to by continuing and in-
creasing the protest movement of the -workers of all countries,
regardless of Party, until Sacco and Vanzetti are rescued.

Eight Finnish Revolutionaries Rescued

From Prison.
Moscow, June 27th 1926.

. Today, on the Soviet Finnish frontier, the first exchange of
prisoners between the Soviet Union and Finland was carried
out by a representative of the International Red Aid. Eight Fin-
nish White Guardist spies were exchanged for eight Finnish
revollionaries. Among the latter there were the railway worker
Lacbtosari who had been twice condemned to life-long impri-
sonment, the agricultural worker Leppolo who has been in pri-
son for four years, and also five revolutionary workers and one
peasant. The exchanged prisoners gave details regarding the un-
bearable prison regime which has completely shattered their
health. One of the exchanged comrades had been kept for three
and a half years in prison awaiting trial.

To the Victims of Bourgeois Class Justice
in all Countries!

_Greetings sent from the Opening Session of the 4th Inter-
national Women’s Conference on May 30, 1926.

The 4th International Women’s Conference, together with the
vanguard of the working women of Moscow send hearty gree-
lings to all prisoners lingering in jails in the capitalist West and
of the oppressed counfries of the Fast. o

Today when the representatives of the working women of
all countries meet under the banner of Communism, our thoughts
are with you men and women prisoners of capitalism,

Even if today your jailers can do their worst, if thousands
of revolutionary fighters are still in chains, and if prison bars
are still strong, the brutality of your executioners is of no avail.

1€ atrocities ‘they perpetrate cannot break our iron proletarian
will and will not ‘instil fear into the hearts of the fighters in the
ranks of the proletarian army of Communism.

The united front of the working men and women of all
countries will deal a deadly blow to the stronghold of capitalism.

Imbued with faith in the cause championed by Lenin, the
€3U§€ of the proletarian revolution, we from the country of
Soviets stretch out our hands to vou through the prison bars
and say: “The day is not far distant when the bourgeoisie will
pay the penalty for all its crimes.”

Down with the Fascist hangmen!

Long live the world proletarian revolution!

BOOK REVIEWS

John W. Brown: “The Migration Problem

and the Working Class”.*)

By Erich Gentsch (Berlin).

. Thﬁ Secretary of the LF.T.U., Johin W. Brown, has issued
¢ detailed reporf for the so-called World Migration Congress
boi *) John W. Brown: “Das Wanderungsproblem und die Ar-
terklasse”, I F. T.U. Amsterdam, 120,

held from the 22nd to the 25th june in London, the first volume
ol which lies before us.

The World Migration Congress was convened and held by
the Iuternational Federation of Trade Unions (Amsterdam) and
the Labour and Socialist (Second) International. It was attended
by delegates from twepnty two countries, among them being
Australia, British India, japan, Canada, Mexico, New Zealand
and South Africa. The most important countries for emigrants,
the United States of America, Brazil and Argemtina, werz not
represented. Nearly all the representatives had been sent by the
international trade union organisations afliliated to Amsterdam.

The holding of this conference jointly by the Amsterdam
and the Second Internationals sufticiently characterises the “po-
litical meutrality” of the Amsterdar irade union bureaucracy.
The Soviet Union, a country comprising one sixth of the surface
of the globe and therefore constituting a complex which is of
extraordinary, in fact of overwhelming imporntance for migration
questions, was not invited. The reformists rightly feared the
criticism — delivered solely from the standpoint of the prole-
tarian class tsruggle — of the Russians. They had had enough of

the annihilating criticism of the Russians at the Hague “Peace .

Conferenc2”,

The spirit of the World Migration Congress will only be
characterised here by a few words regarding the speech oi Alex.
Knoll, Secretary of the A.D. G.B. (German General Federation
of Trade Unions). Knoll said: “The position of the labour market
in Germany has been still further worsened, because Germany
has been deprived of her colonies. '‘As a result there exists in
Germany an eager desire to obtain colonies” (?) That it is im-
possible to couduct an emigration policy from this standpoint
is clear to every class conscious worker. This cry for colonies
from the camp of the free trade unions, however, is not the re-
sult of mere chance. Already some months ago, a member of the
Socialist Partv of Germany, Dr. Valeutin Miiller-Gera, in the
“Gewerkschaftarchiv?” (Trade Union Record), sang a beautiful
(probadly well paid) song on the colonisation by the German
unemployed of countries abroad — if possible of German ca-
pitalist colonics,

J. W. Brown;, in the first volune of his report, deals at great
length with the world migration problem, but without adopting
any attitude to the national and international tasks of the trade
unions regarding the migration question. After referring to the
racial antagonisms and to capitalist colonisation in the various
parts of the world, he only recommends the nations to strive for
an understanding on a peaceable basis, so long as this is pos-
sible. In his opinion, it is the task of the iniernational labour
movement to throw the whole weight of its influence
into the scale in favour of a just and peacecable settlement.

The report most carefully avoids going into the problem of the
right of self-determination of the peoples, including also that of the
colonial peoples. The winning of this right of seli-determination,
with the aid of the class conscious workers of the world, would
at least reduce a great danger, i, e. the danger of the under-
cutting of wages by the Chinese, Indian and African workers.

In their mania for co-operating in all places and circum-
stances with the capitalists, the Amsterdamites always forget the
fact that this co-operation leads, even in the very best cases,
to a few petty reforms, but never brings a solution. A solution
of the migration problemt will only be brought about by the
destruction of capitalism, for which it is necessary to fight in the
first place also in this connection.

I. W. Brown next deals in his report with the various forms
of migration: permament migration, wheére the emigrant intends
to settle down in a country for good; temporary migration,
where the emigrant hopes after some time to return with his
savings to his native country; and seasonal miigration, as in the
case oi the Italian building workers, the polish agricaltural
workers etc.. where the enugrant goes to anotier country for
the swmmer months. returning in the winter months

While in the first form of migration there exists the desire
on the part of the emigrant to adapt himself 1o his new sur-
rcundings, to join un with the trade union movement aml 0
help in improving the position of the workers, with the tem-
rorary emigrant this desire is lacking in the majority of ca-os.
The temorary emigrant or the season workers rarvly takes any
interest in the labour movement.

S100

Coganised mass emigrai‘on (collective, under the supv ,

of an ovganisation, or in familiss or other groups) is nos
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coming quite a feature in Europe, particularly in France and
Germany. The migration of Polish, or Slovak seasonal ‘workers
to Germany and that of Italian workers to France is controlled
and regulated by national treaties.

This migration movement, particularly of a few workers
desirous of better conditions, to countries with somswhat higher
standards of culture, cannot be combated with the argument:
“They depress our wages.” These imumigrant workers must,
on the contrary, be won for the trade union movement; they
must be raised up to the level of the workers of the new country
and be made class fighters.

Of course, it is necessary and desirable ithat the unions
should have an important word to say in the conclusion of
collective and individual agreements between the cmpiovers and
the immigrants, This likewise, however. depends solely upon
the activity developed by these trade unions themselves.

A model example of how the trade unions should not deai
with invmnigrants is offered by America. In the majority of cases
the American trade unions do not admit imunigrants to member-
ship. The consequence is, that the latter have (o work under
considerably worse conditions than the small proportion of
American trade union organised workers (2,8 million).

These tactics however, lead to the outspoken policy of a
labour aristocracy. which, no longer regarding itself as be-
longing to the proletariat, looks unon the mmigrants with con-
tempt. We find similar tendencies, for example, in Germany in
regard to the Polish immigrant worker.

). W. Brown gives in his report a great quantity of sta-
tistical details. Thus, from 1029 to 1014, 17 million people from
15 European countries emigrated to America, Canada, Argentina,
Brazit and New Zecaland.

The war and tihe post-war period with their vast transfor-
mations. also brought abcui a decisive change in this respect.
During the war emigration was almosi completely held up. But
in the years 192024 emigration frcm Europe to the overseas
countries of North and South America, Africa, Australia and
New Zealand amounted in all to only 3.499.080 persons. in
spite of the tremendous crisis in the European countries. The
countries chiefly contrituting to this total were Great Britain
with 1.070,000, ltalv with 835000, Spain with 157,000, Poland
with 273.000, Germany with 242000, Portagai with 146,000,
Czachoslovakia with 70,000, Yugoslavia with 32,000, Sweden with
48,01, Roumanta with 44,000, Norway with 43,000, Finland with
10,000, Austria with 30,000, Switzerland with 34.000 and Belgium
with 17.000.

How great, however, was lhe migration on the Continent of
Europe itself is shown by the fact that ftaly had a total of 1,5 mil-
lion emigranis, Poland 447000, Czechoslovakia 180,000, Belgium
103.000 and Roumania 01.000,

Most of the overseas conntries have protected themaselves
against uncontrolled immigration by means of delinite legislation.
The United States of America, in particular, have detinitely fixed
the guota of immigrants permitted to enter the country from
the various countries, While in 1913, 1.200,0C0 persons emigrated
to the United States, in 1024 only 700803 and in 1025 only
204,314 persomns were admitted.

Aiter a historical survey of the migration problem, in which
the infiuence of famine and food shortage (after the Naprnleonic
wars), political recaction (1848) and economic crisis (1831) on
emigration iz proved by figures, the author gives a further survey
of migration and vocation. In the year 10230 the revord vear
for Furopean emigration, of the tofal of 422071 emigranis,
111,785, that is 20.57%. belonged to the {skilled) industrial and
mining proletariat, 14,47, bLelonged to agriculture, 10,17, to
transport and commerce, 10.1%, were houschold emplovees and
unskilied workers, 3,07 belonced to the free professions, in-
cluding othicials, und 26737, either had no occupation or the
occination was not giver. -
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The Nine Days.*)
By W. Ense-.

In order that the workers of all countries should be ali
to form a correct estimate of the English General Strike and
draw the appropriate lessons from it, it is necessary that, apar
from the offictl accounts, they have information regarding
what actually took place behind the scenes immediately belo.c
and during those eventful nine days. The little pamphlet which
has just been published in England by A. J. Cook entiiled tic
“Nine Days” will do much to enlighten English workers as
to the course ol events which led to the calling off of tle
General Strike and the beirayal of the miners.

A persual of its contents leaves no doubt in the reader':
mind that, the immediate cause of the failure of the Englisn
General Strike was — peace to Otto Bauer — that the leaders
betrayed the movement. On the one hand we have the picture
of the eager fighting enthusiasm and solidarity of the simple
rank and file workers. on the other hand the piciure of the
General Council, forced by the government’s obduracy and the
pressure of the workers into a fight for which they had no heart,
without any preparations having been made, vacillating and
searching eagerly for any excuse to call off the sirike, regardless
of the interests of the miners and the workers who had respon-
ded so lovally to the call. “It is evident”, savs Cook in conclit-
sion, “that some of the T. U. C. were airaid of the power
they had created; were anxious to keep iriends with the Govern-
ment. and not to harm the employving class... and there were
others who were determined to sabotage the General Strike o
justify their repeated declarations ‘That it would not succeed’.”

Two little incidents are worth recording: On the very eve
of the strike we have Ramsay MacDonald declaring in the
House of Commons: “dVith the discussion of general strikes ant
Bolshevism and all that kind of thing I have nothing to do a
all. I respect the Constitution as much as Sir Robert Horne.
And, later. when the General Council, without consulting he
miners’ leaders, had accepted the Memorandum of Sir Herbert
Samuel and were trying fo force the miners to accept it as ¢
basis of negotiations, Cook staies: “Mr Pugh was continually
pressed and questioned by Mr Herbert Smith, m}'seli. and i
colleagues as to what the guarantees were, and who had give?
them. We got no answer. But Mr J. H. Thomas said o ni»
personally, when I asked him whether the Government would
accept the Samuel proposals and what were his guarantees:
‘You may not trust my word, but will you not accept the wor:
of a British gentleman who has been the Governor of Paic-
stine?””. It does not need a profound Marxist to see tha
under such “leadership”. the General Strike of the Englisi
workers, no matter what class solidarity they may have dis-
plaved. could hardlv end otharwise than in disaster.

Whilst Cook in this pamphlet gives in a very brief compass
a plain narrative of the events that led to the calling off of the
general strike. it is to be regretted that he does not point ont
to his readers the obvious lessons to be drawn from the e
periences of the historical nine days. The shameiu! betrayal on
the part of the General Council with its disastrous results 10
the workers only confirms that which Comrade Trotzky‘h:h
urged in his recent book, “Where is Britain Going?", i. ¢
that the :urgent task conironting the Fnglish Labour Movemen!
is that of replacing the old Jcaders who have arisen during
the period of capitalist prosperity in England, and creatind
that firm revolutionary leadership which alone will be capable
ot leading the workers in ihe stormy period Iving ahead and
which mnwst inevitably culminate in the direct struggle 1o~
power, This is the lesson of the Nine Days. and it is th:
iesson that the Fnglish Communist Party, the real disciples !
Tenin in Great Britain, have been consistently driving home ™
the workers.

"} “The Nine Days™ by A. J. Cook. The Labour Reser~t
Deoartuent. London,
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