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The Results of the Plebiscite on the
Expropriation of the Princes.

By P. R. Dietrich (Barlin). .

Berlin, 21st June 1026.
The second phase of the fight orgauised and politically led by
the Communist Party against the robber-campaign of the Gei-
man princes and against the monarchist reaction, was concluded
with the Plebiscite. Yesterday. !5 millions demonstrated their
W1ll‘ to fight for the complete expropriation of the princes and
agamnst the monarchist reaction. Filteen million votes, that is
four and a half million more voles than the C. P. of Ciermany
and the Socialist Party of Germany puiled together in Decamber
1924, and only 625262 votes less than the C. P. of Germany
and the Parties of the Weimar Coalition: S.P.G., Democrats
and Centre, received in Decentber 1921, Fifteen millinns, that
IS 350,000 votes more than the candidate of the bourgecis bloc,
Hindenburg, received at the presidential election. These
I:\.millions are equal to 5077 of the total votes cast at the last
eichstag election and in the presideniiai election, and woulld
correspond {0 230 parliamentary seats.

Not only the parties of the bourgeois bloc, including the
Fatherland Leagues, but also the second strongest party of the
so-called peopie’s bloc, the Centre, mobilised all their forces
against the plebiscite. In addition, they had at their disposal the
entire capitalist press and news apparatus. The employers con-
tributed millions of marks for the counter-action. Not only the
national government, but also all the provincial governments
openly supported the princes’ parties and tolerated the sabotage
and all manoeuvres designed to create confusion. In innumerable
cases even the state means of power were placed at the disposal
of the princes’ parties in order to fight against the plebiscite.
This was particularly the case in Bavaria and Thuringia, where
the election literature of cur Party was conifiscated, coinmuiis!
speakers arrested and election meelings arbitrarily dissolved and
forbidden hv the rolice. The highest po'nt of th2 counter-action
was reached by the monarchist parties in the agrarian districts
such as FEast Prussia, Pomerania and Posen, \nere noat only
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tlack lists were set up with the connivance of the authorities,
but open terrorist means were employed by the lascist bands in
order to prevent electors going to the poil.

All the more significant, therefore, are the results, particus
larly in those districts of the Republic where the monarchist
reaction had its strongest points of support. This is the case in
Bavaria, where there was a relatively big increase ol votes as
compared with the referendum. Also i the other South German
Siates, in Baden and Wiirtemberg, considerable progress has
been made. Still more significant, however, is the fact that our
i’arty has succeeded in the big industrial cenires, such as Berlin,
riamburg, Leipzig, and in the whole of Rlienish Westphalia, in
imobilising almost the entire masses of the industrial proletariat.
in three electoral districts in Rhenish Westphalia 350,000 nore
votes were cast than at the preliminary referendum. These figures
clearly demonstrate the breach which has been made in the
massses of the Centre electors, although precisely in this district
the counter-action was led by the Catholic clergy with all the
resources of the church at their disposal.

The results in Mecklenburg, East Prussia and Pomerania,
where the vote did not even reach that which the S. P. of Ger-
many and the C. P. G. polled at the parliamentary elections in
1624 are to be attributed entirely to the terror of the big agrarian
organisations and their fascist auxiliary troops. .

It is obviously seli-deception when the monarchist parties
now attempt to represent the remaining 25 million electors, of
whom 10 million have never taken part in elections, as opponents
of the plebiscite. It is certain that wmillions ol agricultural
workers, small peasants, catholic workers and also petty bour-
geois masses, who are really on the side of the fight against
the princes and against the monarchist reaction, were only
deterred from casting their votes by the fearful terror and the
fear that to-morrow they would be ruthlessly thrown on to the
the street and delivered over to starvation. Even however if that
were not the case, the 15 million votes signify a tremendous
success. They are a clear answer not only to the robber demands
of the princes, but also an ummistakable answer to Hindenburg,
to the Marx-Stresemann government, to the Reichstag, as well
as to all the bourgeois parties, an answer which shows that
the fighting will of the working class is growing, that the petty
bourgeois masses in the town and country are refusing to
follow the monarchist raction any further, are beginning to turn
to the Left and to realise that only side by side with the class
conscious working class can they conduct a successful fight
against their complete impoverishment. Whilst, on the one hand,
there is a growing centralisation of the proletarian forces, on
ihe other hand there is an increasing disintegration in the camp
of the bourgeois parties, which has led in some cases to open
rebellion against the party authorities.

There is no doubt that in this struggle, which is not yet
concluded, still further decided successes could have been achie-
ved if the social democratic leaders had been inspired with the
sume fighting spirit as was to be seen umong the sccial demo-
cratic workers. In spite of the ever increasing desire of the
social democratic workers for common acion with the com-
munist workers, the social demnocratic leaders continued their
usual practice of sabotaging the united front movement. Instead
of doing everything in order to render possible systematic and
united organised action for every workshop and for every loca-
iitv, they threatened with expulsion and dissolution those local
groups who formed unity committees with the Communists. This
attitude of the social democratic leaders was bound to lead to
th2 splitting of considerable forces. In addition to this the social
democratic leaders, directly and indirectly, supported the un-
heard-of manceuvres of the Maix-Stresemann government ained
at creating confusion. In spite of its plain attitude against the
iriebiscite and its deience of tindenburg and his Maniiesto, the
<~cial democratic members of the Reichstag proclaiined their
onfidence in the Marx government and voted agtinst the Com-
mumst vote of no-conlidence.

Coutrary to the attitude of the social demociatic party
“nthorities, the social democratic workers have compietely ful-
nied their duty. The united front tactics which were conducted
b our Party with all energy, have resulted in the social demc-
cratic workers realising that onlv by tlie united front of the class
conscious proletariat. in and outside of the factories. can the
“eerests of the working class be cifectiveiv represented and the
ctecks of the social and monarchist reaction be successfuliy
repulsed. Toostrengthen and extend this conviction, to promote
tbe will to wniv, 1o avugment the farces of the proletariat, to

make out of the 15 million voters a firmly-welded fighting front,
these will be the chief tasks which the Party must fullil.

That the social democratic leaders do not desire the streng-
thening and consolidation of the proletariau united iront which
has arisen in the fight against the princes’ demands and the
monarchist reaction, 15 proved by the attitude of the ,Vorwirts®
affer the plebiscite. According to the ,,Vorwirts®, “the fight will
be continued in the Reichstag®. Not a word regarding rallying
our forces, not a word as to strengthening the united front. A
new parliamentary comedy is to begin, with the help of which
the social democratie workers are again to be captured for the
policy of the Party Executive, that is the policy of the big coa-
lition, of alliance with the princes’ parties.

The Comniunist Party has declared right from the beginning
that the predatory demands of the princes and the danger of
monarchist reaction cannot be fought with the ballot box. it
has again and again exposed the character of bourgeois demo-
cracy, and has thus succeeded in getting the defenders of bour-
geois democracy to expose themselves. This has ruthiessly de-
stroyed the dewnocratic illusions prevailing among the social
democratic workers. The Party must and wiil continue this work
of enlightenment aniong the social democratic workers and the
peity bourgeois sections with the same energy as it will continue
the fight for the complete expropriation of the princes and
against the social and monarchist reactio.

Fifteen millions demonstrated their fighting will on the day
of the plebiscite. Consciously to organise and strengthen this
fighting will, to set up, instead of the parliamentary comedy ol
the social democratic leaders, new great mass movements against
the governinent, against the parliament of deceivers of the wor-
kers, for the overthrow of the governinent and the monarchist
president of the Republic, for the dissolution of the Reichstag, for
the government of the workers and peasants, these are the
immediate tasks of the Party.

{ POLITICS

On the Recent Events in Poland.
By J. Stalin.

(Extract from a Speech delivered at a Meeting of the Railway
Workers in Tiflis on 8th June 1926.)

There exists the opinion that the movement led by Pilsudski
is a revolutionary movement. It is said that Pilsudski is fighting
for the cause of the revolution in Poland, for the peasantry
against the big landowners, for the workers against the capi-
talists, for the ireedom of the suppressed nationalities of Poland
against Polish chauvinism and fascism. It 1s said that Pilsudski
therelore, deserves the support of the Coinmunists,

Comirades, this is entirely wrong!

As a matter of fact there is now going on in Poland a
fight between two fractions of the bourgeoisie — a petty bour-
geois fraction and a big bourgeois fraction —, a tight which
has for its aim the consolidation and stabilisation of the bour-
geois State, and not the defence of the interests of the workers
and peasants, of the interests of the suppressed nationalities.

The DPolish Stiate has entered on a phase of complete dis-
integration, The financial system is breaking down. The Zloty
is falling. Industry is crippled. The Non-Polish nationalities are
being suppressed, and above, in the circles of the ruling classes,
there prevails a perfect orgy of fraud and embezzlement, as it
is quite openly admitted by representatives of all fractions in the
Seim. In this connection the bourgeois classes are conironted
with thz dilemma: either the disintegration cf the State wili pro-
ceed so far that it will open the eyes of the workers and pea-
sants and drive them to the necessity of a revolutionary seizure
ol power from the big landowners and capitalists, or. the bour-
geoisie must hasten to put an end {o the disintegration. to do
away with the orgies of frard and in ihis way to prevent, i:efore
it is too late, the probable outbreak oi the revolutionary move-
ment of the workers and peasants.

The question is, which of the fractions of the bourgeoisic
shall undertake the task of stabilising the Polish State, the fraction
cf Pilsudski or the fraction of the people of Posen? There is
no doubt that the workers and peasants hope that, as a result
of the fight of Pilsudski, they will experience an improvement
in their position, There is no doubt that the upper sections of
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the working class and of the peasantry supported in this or that
manner the fight of Pilsudski, because they regard lim as the
representative of the petty bourgeois and humbler gentry against
the people of Posen, who represent the big capitalists and big
landowners. But there is no doubt that the hopes of some sec-
tions of the working class of Poland are being made use of not
for the revolution. but for consolidating the bourgeois State
and the bourgeois order.

"Here, of course, certain outside factors play their part.
Poland is a small State. Bourgeois Poland is linked up finan-
cially with certain circles of the Entente. Poland canaot in the
present miserable state of its finances do without the help of
foreign loans. But the so-called Great Powers cannot finance a
State, the leading circles of which unanimously countenance an
orgy of fraud and embezzlement right throughout the State ad-
ministration. In order to obtain loans, State administration must

in the first place be “improved”, a certain guarantee must be -

provided that the interests on the loans shall be paid etc. Hence
the necessity of “nationalising” the Polish State,

These are, at bottom, the inner and outer conditions which
have determined the present struggle of the two main bourgeois
fractions in Poland. Poland at present shows a number of fun-
damental contradictions, which in their further development will
inevitably create in Poland an immediate revolutionary situation.

These contradictions are connected with three main que-
stions: the labour question, the peasants’ question and the national
question. All these contradictions can immediately come {o the
surface and provoke an outbreak if Poland enters on a war
adventure, if she proves incapable of establishing good neigh-
bourly relations with the surrounding States. . ’

Can Pilsudski, can the motley Pilsudski group solve these
contradictions? Can this petty bourgeois group solve the labour
question? No they cannot solve it, ﬁ)r they must then enter into
a conflict with the capitalist class, which they cannot and which
they will in no way do, unless they wish fo lose #he financial
support of the Great Powers. Can they, this group, solve the
peasant question, for example, by confiscating the land of the
big landowners. No, they cannot and will not do this if they
do not wish to bring disintegration intc the commanding sec-
tions of Pilsudski's army, which consists entirely of small and
middling landowners. Can this group solve the national question
in Poland in the sense of granting the right of seli-determination
to the suppressed nationalities, the Ukrainians, the Latvians, the
White Russians etc.? No, they cannot and will not, if they do
no; wish to lose the confidencz of those Pan-Polish chauvi-
nists and fascists who form the main source of the moral
existence of the Pilsudski group.

What remains, therefore, in such a case?

There remains one thing: after having militarily defeated
the fractions of the bourgeoisie, to submit to this same fraction
politically and to cling to its coat tails; provided of course. the
working class of Poland and the revolutionary portion of the
peasantry do not in the near future take in hand the revolutionary
trensormation of Poland and drive out both fractions of the
Polish bourgeoisie, the fraction of Pilsudski and also the fraction
of the people of Posen.

In connection with this there stands the question of the
CO{nmunist Party of Poland. How could it happen that the revo-
lutionary discontent of a considerable portion of the workers and
Peasants in Poland brought grist to the mill of Pilsudski, and
Not to that of the Communist Party of Poland? This happened,
among other things, because the Communist Party ol Poland
1S weak, exczedingly weak, and that it has tecome still more
weak in the past struggle through its incorrect attitude towards
Pilsudski’s troops; that in view of all this it could no take
Its place at the head of the revolutionary minded masses. A

Short time ago I read in our Soviet press an article by Com-

rade Thilmaon, member of the C.C. of the Communist Party
of Germany. Comrade Thilmann deals in this article with the
atitude of the Polish Communists who issued the slogan of
Suprortiny the troops of Pilsudski, and criticises this attitude as
unrevolutionary. I am sorry to admit that the criticism of Com-
Tade Thilmann is absolutely correct. I must contess that our
Polish comrades have, in this case, committed a very great error.

The Demonstration of the Czecho-Slova-
kian Working Class.

. By A. Neurath (Prague).

The Cerny Government intends to take the following mea-
a Czecho-Slovakian “Locarno”. The economic crisis is to be
overcome entirely at the expense of the industrial proletariat,
of the masses of peasants and petty bourgeois. Czecho-Slovakian
industry is to be made capable of competition by a deterioration
in the conditions of living of the Czecho-Slovakian working
class. Although not only the Communist party but the most
important industrial and economic bodies regard closer eco-
nomic relations with Soviet Russia as a definite way out from
the desperate economtic situation, the policy of the Czecho-
Slovakian Government still remains dependent on the policy’ of
the imperialist States of Western Europe, Czecho-Slovakia
maintains an enormous military apparatus in the service of
European reaction, the costs of which have to be borne by
the working masses.

The Cerny Government intends to iake the following mea-
sures. First of all, fixed agrarian duties are to be introduced
which will result in an immediate rise of all foodstuffs. Se-
condly, railway tariffs and the taxes on sugar and spirits are
to be raised, 100 million Czech crowns are to be given ammually
to the priests, the tenants’ protection is to be gradually abol:-
shed, and added to all this, an offensive of the employers
against the wages and conditions of work of the Czecho-Slo-
vakian proletariat is to ‘be orgamised.

It would be impnssible for the National Coalition to realise
these plans. The Czech Social Democrats and National So-
cialists, who possess more than 50 seats, »belong to the National
Coalition which has only a slight majority in Parliament. These
Socialist parties have, as a result of the defeat at the last
election, learnt the lesson that they must cease to support the
reactionary plans of some capitalist Coalition Government or
other, unless they wish to losz their influence over those
workers who still support them. On the other hand the Czech
tourgeoisie has mno intention of permanently renouncing the
co-operation of the Czech Relformists, for, like every other
capitalist Government which cannot yet dispanse with parlia-
mentarism, it kncws that in the future it will be all the more
easy for it to carry through any reactionary plan, the more
it can rely on the direct or indirect support of this or that
Labour party. Only at the present moment it would be almost
impossible for the Socialists, especially the Czech Social Demo-
crats, to vote directly for the planms of the Government. In
consequence of this, the bourgeois Coalition parties and the
Socialist parties are acting in unison, although in a more or
less concealed manner. While these bourgeois Coalition parties
allow the Socialist parties or, in other words, their leaders, to
amuse themselves by playing at oprosition in Parliament, the
said leaders on the other hand decline to take any serious step
to establish united proletarian action outside Parliament. For
the rest, everything seemed to fit in nicely. The Socialist parties
went into opposition and the Czech Coalition iparties concluded
a p2ace with the bourgeois parties of the national minorities.
First of all there are the “Ludaky” who have abandoned their
onposition and come to an understanding with the Czech parties.
This step of the Slovak opposition is. of course, only possible
on the basis of various concessions which the Government has
made to eclericalism. The German Christian Socialists vote for
the customs. bill, while on the other hand the League of German
Agriculturalists votes for the “Kongrua”. Thus, as regards
the law relating to customs, the Kongrua and some important
taxes, the Government has succeeded in coming to an unde:-
standing with the national minorities. In spite of the opposition
of the two Czech Socialist parties, it has a suificient majority
at its disposal. When all these measures have been carried out
with the help of the bourgeois parties of the mational minorities.
the Socialist parties will again be able to enter the Government
in order to “do positive work in an important, responsible po-
sition”, as the Reformists always express themselves when they
are about to take part in the capitalist Government.

So far all would run smoothly, if there were not the accur'scd
Comnunists and the revolutionary workers. The Czech \\’Ofkﬁzs
have no understanding for the clever and diplomatic part:*
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niitary devices of the Czech Socialist parties; they intended to

and still wish to take the opposiiion seriously, and iherefore

ihey readily respond to the invitation oi the Communist party
to supplement parliamentary action by action of the Czecho-
Siovakian proletariat. The pressure from below became so strong
that on Tuesday June &th, a one hour’s strike of protzst took
place in all the metal factories of Greater Prague. On the
previous day, the mases of the Prague proleiariat demonstrated
against the policy of the Covernment. The Reformists talked
themselves hoarse, against action outside Parliamenmt and against
cvery attempt to incite a sirike. The Cz:cho-Slovakian bour-
geoisie and the Cerny Government seemed indsed to Dbelieve
that this timid, hesitating and cowardly behaviour of the Re-
formist leaders justified the conclusion thai the whole moveinent
was weak, and consequently they did not aliow themselves 10 b2
disturbed in their parliamentary work,

On Friday June 11th, our Party swmmoned a new demon-
stration of the proletariat. The Custems Bill was to be finally
dealt with in Parliament between Friday and Saturday. In spite
of the bad, rainy weather, the masses ralliel to the demon-
stration. Speeches were delivered from five platforms. The
Government mobilised a considerable part of the armed forces;
it was evidently of the opinion that it could deal as easily with
the demonstration of the workers as with the parliamentary
oprosition of the socialist Reformists. They probably had the
shock of their lives. The workers were not so easily put to
flight by the armed troops of the Czech bourgeoisie, although
the lztier made use of fire-arms.

What followed on this despicable attack on the workers,
i~ well-knowu., During the night the ebstruction of the Commu-
nist Party in Parliament began; it assumed proportions such
as have never been known and never experienced here, For
weeks the Government had insolently ignored every demand of
the Socialist parties to aprear before DParliament. The Com-
munist obstruction cured these gentlemen of their insolence in
a few hours. The proceedings had to be broken off and could
only be resumed after the Government had resolved to comply
with our demands and {o compel the Prime Minister to answer
to Pasliam-nt for the shooting in Havlicek Square. Of course it
was not the obstruction alone which forced the Government to
show respect. The Coalition majority only yielded when it recog-
nised that this fierce obstruction was a clear reflection of the
resolution and the will to light of the proletariat,

The advancing workers have upset the calculations not only
of the bourgeois diplomats of the Czech bourgeoisie. but also
of the experienced Reformist wire-pullers. Quite apart from the
above-mentioned cooperation between the Reforntists and the
Czech bourgeois Coalition parties, the Socialists wished to give
evidence of the fact that the Czech bourgeoisie could only wiih
dilliculty govern without the Socialist leaders. The Czech wor-
kers however would have nothing to do with parliamentary
bargaining. In the course of the recent fights, it has become
quite clear to them that, as a member of a capitalist Govern-
ment, a Labow leader can only repder service to the exploiters.
Thus, whilst the Socialist leaders only wish to make use of
the resistance of the workers in order to denwustrme {o the
bourgeoisie that the Reformists are indispensable in the Govern-
ment, the workers fought not only against the Ceruy Go-
vernment, but against a capitalist coalition govermment ol anv
kind. The revolutionary sense of the proletarian slagan: “A
worker and peasant Government’ has first become clear to a
censiderabie number of the workers in the course of is fight,

The British Government’s Note and the
Soviet Union.

Ieading artficle in the “Pravda” of June 15th, 1020,

The British Government's note addressed to the Government
oif the Soviet Union, deserves the attentton of the proletarian
cablie, First a Isw words as 19 the nature of the note, OF what
does the British Government “accuse” our CGovernment? Of
having permitted the trade union organisations of the working
Cassoan our comrtry to send money 1o the fighting projetariat
of Great Britwin, The press of the extreme Consorvative Right

*

maintained with its usual insolence that the money had not been
given by the irade unions tut by our Government. The note
dces not go so far as to repeat that; it confines itself to accusing
the Gevernment ol allowing the money to be despatched.

What is the state of affairs here? In our country there are
strict regulations with regard to the export of currency. We
require these regulations in order to protect the interesis of
our economics. lf the export of currency is not contrary to e
interests of our economics, it is permitted. This was the cri-
terion ol our measures in this respect. Our Government was of
the opimon that the interests of sending heip to the British
workers did not in any way run counfer to the interests of
our economics. It was quite out of the question for our Go-
vernment to adopt towards the trade unions of its own country
the point of view of some other governments which mobilise
the police, the army, the navy, strike-breakers and the other
choice accompaniments of a “Constitutional” regime, against the
trade unions.

The demand of the Briiish Government, which proposes that
the Government of the Soviet Union should behave towards the
Labour organisations of our country in the same way as does
the extreinz Right with the irade unions of Great Britain, seems
therefore truly ridiculous. The Workers’ Democracy would cut
a pretty figure. il the proletarian Government did not even allow
the greatest proletarian organisation to send money wherever it
wanted to! The demands of the British Government can only
souse the indignatioa of the proletariat both of our country and
of Creat Britain.

Nzvertheless, the mere fact tha! the note was sent and also the
significance oF this fact must not be underestimated. In its form,
the noie is wrilten with great reserve. We know however from
the general practice of Britain diplomacy what is the real signi-
ficance of this “politeness™. The note is the first step towards
further pressure. It is the first “trial balloon”. Further actions
will foilow, which are already being prepared and which will
inevitably coma to light,

The whole Conservative Press of Great Britain, i. e. the
whole of the Government Press, has for a long time carrying
on an infuriated campaign against the Soviet Union. This whoie
Press is full of the most caluminous attacks against and of the
most insolent statements with regard {o the Republics of the
Workers. The extreme Kight of the conservatives is using all its
endeavours to embitter relations between the Soviet Union and
(ireat Britain, to tear up the commercial treaty between the
Soviet Union and Great Britain, 1o mobilise lorces for repeated
fresh attacks on the Soviet Union.

That this policy is dictated by class instincts, is more
blatantly evident than ever, If the French “rentier” send his
francs to the “Reliel I'und” of the British police, then all honour
to him! If the Russian worker sends money to his British com-
rade, down with him, down with his Government, down with
his country!

Every Russian and every British proletarian will discover
this simple mechanism. The time is past, when the British Co-
vernment sang choruses which *“soared zbove all class”, and
wore the mask of the represemative of “the whole nation”, Now.
it not only openly takes the stand of an enemy of the Labour
organisations within its own country, even outside the country
it behaves as an embittered opponent of the most elementary
rights of the workers.

The proletariat and peasantry of our country cannot but
give a firm answer to this gross attempt to interfere in our
‘mernal afiairs, to this attempt to introduce the practices of the
British secret police into our country, to subordinate our trade
unions to the control of the British Government. There is no
single worker. no single peasant in our country, who would not
answer the ncie of British capital by a sharp protest.
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THE MINERS’ STRUGGLE‘
IN ENGLAND

The .International Significance of the
General Strike in Great Britain,

By G. Zinoviev. 4

II.

As is well known, the bourgeoisie rapidly re-grouped its
forces and changed over from defence to attack. As soon as
the obstacle called the General Council, was overcome, it pro-
ceeded with a series of lock-outs: it began. to dictate humiliating
conditions to the workers and forced the Railwaymen’s Union
with Thomas at its head, to sign a contract according to which
the trade union admits that it acted wrongly in striking and
promises never to strike again except with the agreement of
the employers. There are, to put it mildly, freaks who actually
believe that the railwaymen are really forced on to their knees
and will never strike again. They do not realise that this should
be read differently; no, the English workers will never strike
again — under the command of the bourgeois leaders,

What is the significance of the issue of the English strike?
Attempts were made to represent affairs as though, in spite of
-everything, the English workers had won a partial victory,
as though the issue of the strike had been a “compromise” etc.
This is the spirit in which the Social Democratic Press wrote.
I have before me extracts from the Italian “Centre” paper
“Avanti”, whioh considers itself Left and believes that it has a
position between the Comemumists and the Social Democrats, and
from other papers which maintain that a “compromise” was
made at the most favourable moment, that the General Council
called off the strike in good time, that the agreement between
the General Council and the Governmem was a moral victory
for the working class efc.

{ do not believe that either the English workers or the
international Labour movement require to have the truth gilded.
For the time being, the .workers in England have suffered a
defeat and the Couservatives have gained a victory. The victory
of the English bourgeoisie is however a Pyrrhus victory. A
fewl more such sirikes, and the English bourgeoisie will breathe
ity last.

Seli.-deception is of no avail in this case. We must openly
admit that the immediate issue of the strike is no compromise,
but a betrayal, no agreement, but a surrender, not a victory for
s but for our class enemies who, with the help of their agents,
with the help of the bourgeois politicians who have insinuated
themselves into Labour circles, have achieved success. We must
look at fhe facts in cold blood without in the least trying to
deceive ourselves. Any glossing over of the real state of affairs
Is grist to the mill of Pugh, Hicks & Co., of all these Philistines.
An “explanation” such as the “Avanti” gives, that the move-
ment was reasonably brought to an end at just the right moment,
would just suit these philistines. .

Yes, there was a time when a “bourgecis” Labour move-
ment existed in England, at the head of which of course were
bourgeois . “Labour leaders”. The Labour movement in England
Is at present in process of becoming more and more prole-
farian, more and more revolutionary. To-day it of course
deserves to have leaders at its head who are worthy of it, and
these leaders will doubtless be found. There can be no doubt
that the young but very energetic and very active British Com-
Wumst Party which is excellenfly well informed on the whole
Sttuation, will grow. This party was the only force which, from
the very first day, said that a wide-scale economic strike only
has a prospect of victory if it is directed into political channels.
When class is opposed to class, there can no longer be any
falk of legality, of constitution. The strike was betrayed at
the very moment when the Gneeral Council declared that the
feneral strike was not a political fight.

Ili. The Idea of the General Strike and Experience in England.

The English strike has now put a number of highly im-
portant problems to the whole international working class.
Nce :21in the question of the general strike, which is theore-

t;lcally 1:;1:1 pr;ztti‘::’ally of enormous imporiance, the question of
e relation een economics and politi ;
Question of the day. politics, has become 2

The question of our attitude to the general strike has not
been absent from the agenda of the international Labour suove-
ment for many years, even for decades. .

There has been much confusion in this question. For a long
time the II. International held a point of view which was
entirely hostile to the idea of the general strike. The “theory”
of the 2nd International was that the genmeral strike was im-
possible because, if it lasted for any length of time, the working
class itself, the workers themselves, would be most hardly hit,
since they would be without food, without provisions, and
therefore would suffer most from their own strike. This was
the official point of view of a number of the leaders of the
2nd International. ' ,

it was the Russian revolution in 1905 which first caused
a change in the attitude towards the general strike. When the
general strike began to play an important part in our move-
ment, such persons as Kautsky, who at that time was still
Marxist, took for the time being a different attitude towards the
question of the general strike. The 3rd Party Congress ol the
Bolsheviki (1905) raised the question of a combination of a
general strike with an armed insurrection. Bolshevism put this
question clearly, not only from the theoretical but frcm the
practical point of view. It rejected decisively the prejudices
which prevailed in the international labour movememnt with re-
Sud to the question of the attitude towards a general strike.
p to that time, the genmeral strike was propagated (and com-
promised) by anarchist and syndicalist groups who. concerned
themselves with vague talk about the general strike and turned
this idea into a theory of “revolutionary gymmastics.” Cur re-
volution in 1905 was the first to understand how to represent
the question of the general strike fo the international working
dass in the right light. In 1917 this question was put still
more clearly and impressively. :
1 am of the opinion that the English general sirike has
once more shown that those theorists of the international Labour
movement from the camp of the 2nd International were entirely

~wrong in thinking that the general strike is quite owt of the

uestion in countries with old constitutional traditions. The
nglish strike has shown that the working class can, even under
the most unfavourable conditions, resort to so powerful a
weapon as the general strike. The English working class has
shown that it is possible to make use of so powerful a weapon
as the general strike in a situation which cannot be called di-
rectly revolutionary, in a country with very bad reactionary
traditions, in a country where the upper strata of the aristo-

- cracy of labour still have considerable influence, This great

example will not be lost on the English workers nor on the
workers of the world. The English worker is no longer what
he was a week before the sirike; he has seem his power, he
has seen how, il he wishes to, he can stop the working of the
most gigantic machine.

In this sense the question of the general strike was presented
under a new aspect. The strike of 1905 showed that, in a situa-
tion in which the whole country was in fermentation against
decaying Czarism, in which political passions flared up every-
where, the strike could easily be transferred to the political sphere
and the question of the overthrow of the Tsarist Monarchy be-
come acute. The English strike shows a different situation, in
which the movement which originally got into its stride gra-
dually on a purely economic basis, was led irto political channels
at a peculiarly slow pace. ‘

The problem of the general strike was put before the whole
International under a new aspect. Ail the ‘“leaders” of the 2nd
International, all the worthy colleagues of Thomas, Pugh & Co.
will maintain that the events in England have demonstrated the
bankruptcy of the idea of the general strike. The workers
however who saw how they became equal o the strike, who saw
that their forces would have sufficed to bring the affair on 1o 2
much higher level if they had had an adequate general stali
— these workers will not believe such idle falk.

The general strike cannot be victorious in an advanced
capitalistic coumtry if its leaders set themselves the task ot
confining it within economic boundaries at any price. The
general strike can only be proclaimed by those having resolution.
will-power, endurance and energy. and recognise that it 15 1t
possible to stop half-way. The general strike will, of cour-
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always mweet with resistance from the ruling classes. Though it
begin as an eoonomic strike, it cammot be victorious unless
it is transferred to political channels, The theorists of the
2nd International do not understand what with us is understood
by every class-conscious worker,

In"this sense, the problem of the general strike now pre-
sents itself to the working class of the world in a new light.

IV. The “Stabilisation” of Capitalism and the Events of Last Year.

The English strike puts the question of the “stabilisation”
of capitalism in a new way and answers it in a new light,

We are justiied in stating that the analysis of the world
situation which the Communist Intersational has given both in
past years and also in March of this year at the Session ol
the Enlarged Executive, is now being confirmed. This is parti-
cularly shown by the example of the English labour movement.
When we said that the English labour movement was in the
process of being revolutionised, that the centre of gravity of the
international revolutionary fight was slowly but surely making
its transition to the old, ossified, rich and powerful England,
this analysis of the Comintern was disputed by many. To-day
it is proved, that the Communist International has rightly esti-
matel the tendency to revolutionary development.

1 believe that to-day the question of stabilisation is al-
ready decided. Had the English workers won the sitrike, the
world revolution would have made great strides. The victory
of thz English working class would have been a victory for
Socialism in England and in the whole of Europe. This has
not yet happened. We have however every reason to say thaf
what is now happening is anything else than stabilisation. In
the immediate future, the English capitalists mill try to turn
iheir present victory to acoount, they will try, as in Germany,
to carry out a rationalisation of production, thus throwing mil-
lions of fresh unemployed on to the streets. For some years now
there has been chronic unemployment of 1!/: million persons
in England. In Germany, in consequence of “rationalisation”,
there is chronic unemployment of 2 millions. Things cannot
indeed be otherwise under capitalism, Every technical im-
provement in production is a disadvamtage to the workers.

A year ago, the storm broke over Shanghai. Let us look
at the events of this year, from Shanghai to the general strike
in Ergland, What have we seen during this time? A mighty
movement which shook China to its foundations and involved
. millious of persons in the fight, two colonial wars in Morocco

and Syria, a new desperate crisis in Germany, which resulted
in 2 million unemployed, a tremendous financial crisis in
France, which js becoming more and more acute, a general
strike in England, and the most recent events in Poland. This is
the balance of a single year of “stabilisation”. We might really
say 1o the gentlemen of the bourgeoisie: “If you ‘stabilise’
yoursclves in this way for another three or four years, nothing
but fragments will be left of you”. We wish them every success
and a “comfortable journey” in this direction.

Otto Bauer, the theorist of the 2nd Imternational, the most
“Left” amongst them, who considers himself a scientific poli-
tician and endeavours to weigh everything “objectively”, de-
voted an article to Chinese events after the defeat of the people’s
army in China. This article is entitled “China’s 1849”. As is

well-known, 1849 was the year of the defeat of the bourgeois -

democratic revolution 'in Europe, and the year 1818 was the
vear of its rise. The defeat of 1849 arrested further revolutionary
davelorment for many decades for, after 1849, it did not raise
its head again until 1871 in the Paris Commune and then stood
<ull again until our revolution in 1005. Otto Bauer maintains
that th2 year 1849 has now begun for China, that the Chinese
revo'ution is a corpse and that the task of the European pro-
Itariat is to prevent the desecration of the said corpse. Otto
Bauar is prepared to render this service {o the Chinese revo-
lution; the corpse must bz buried with due honours. Otto
Bauer do2s not see that, althouzh the Chinese revolution is
- diticult situation, he. Otto Bauer. and his Second Inter-
nticnal much more closely resemble a corpse than does the
Chirese revoittion.

I daresav that some Marxist theorist will be found who
wiil say the same about the English general strike. The rail-
“wavu~n have signed conditions according to which they aill

strike again and, since they have signed, the mafter is

“fin 1", which means that the stabilisation oi capitalism has
r :ultzd from the English strike.

In my opinion, the result of the strike is not stabilisation
but a mew disorganisation of capitalism. The capitalist ship is
tossed by the storm, it inclines first to the right and then to
the left. When the ship rolls to the right, it crushes the workers
for a moment, but the ship itself groans as .well. Stabilisation is
a oondition of stability, but what can be said for the stability
of a ship which heaves over first 1o the right and then to the
left? The ship of capitalism is groaning not only in Germany
and in Poland, but also in England. England is the chief seat
of capitalism in Europe; next to America, it is the richest
country in the world. Anyone who does not regard the matier
superficially but resolves the skelefon of capitalistic economics
into its component factors by means of class analysis, will say
that the events of the past year disprove the existence of capi-
talist stabilisation,

Let us look at evemts as they are developing in Poland. At
the first glance, affairs there seem to have ended in a farce.
Pilsudski organised a “peaceful” demonstration, after which, it
is true, thousands of dead had to be buried and a large number
of wounded cared for. Everything was done “on the basis of
the Constitution”. Pilsudski seized the President by the throat,

.ordered him to resign and declared that he would put new

ministers in power. Pilsudski is now trying to create a Go-
vernment which is not much better than the old one.

‘And the people? Have the events left it untouched? Have
they left no imprint on the army which had to storm the “Bel-
vedere”, the ”holy place” of the Govermment? The army had
fo chose: Pilsudski or the olkd Government. Has this lesson
made no impression on the workers and peasants? From the
point Of view of a quasi-Marxist analysis, it can be said that,
thanks to Pilsudski “stabilisation” has been achieved in Poland.
In reality however, Poland is shaken to its foundations. What
the Poland of to-day has experienced, is of course not the last
blaw; there are still many blows to come.

Neither has England experienced her last blow; she will
receive dozens more. Nevertheless, what has happened, both in
England and in Poland, represents, independently of the events
o‘i to-day, a great advance in the relation of forces between the
classes, '

A mass of people, such as has never been seen hitherto,
was stirred up, and this mass aoted in a Bolshevist manner.
Did not the committees of action in England begin to assume,
acoording to fype a resemblance to our district Soviets? Must
not great significance be attached to the unusual, not quite

-respectiul behaviour of the workers to the ladies and gentlemen

driving in motors? Overturning motor-buses and sefting them
on fire in the streets of London as did the English workers.
is a far less innocent pasi-lime than the cricket and dancing
which Thomas and Pugh suggested to them, The hundreds of
thousands of pickets, the fraternization of the soldiers, the
calling out to the soldiers that if they must shoot, they should
fire _on their masters! All these facts were really seen in
fossilised old ‘England!

The English working class has not yet gained the victory,
but a new England has besn born. At the present time, a great
differentiation is dtaking place in the Labour movement in
England. The General Council it its head is veering to the right.
The process of decay in the upper stratum will still go on.
These people will still have fo prove that they were right
when they put themselves completely at Baldwin’s mercy. A
new movement however is growing up from below. A fight
will flare up in every trade union; it is already smwouldering.

During the strike, shere were elements of double govern-
ment in England. The General Council crept under the tabl?
from fear, but the workers created committees of action, orga-
nised the distribution of food and formed a sub-commission
for eiectricity. The latter had a modest name, Fut ils significance
was very great, for it controlled the distribution of electrical
energy through the whole of England.

And what abeut the question of the “freedom” of the
bourgeois Pross?! The English (ype-seiters began to answer this
question during the davs of the sirike. The Printers’ Union was
always th: most backward, the most reactionary of the trade
unions in England. And this trade union censored fashionable
bourgeois papers and declared: “We will let no newsnarr
appear which calumniates the workers™. Themas was horrilied
at all this, but the workers reso'utely continuzd.

The workers were comnnell2d 10 sian hrm'liating conditions.
But this only intensified their rre2 and their cass-haired of
all oppressors. The Engilsh wo kinw class is a whol> head taller

"
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than i was. The “leaders” however have lost their heads, if
indeed they ever had any. They are done with, they are dead
persons, even though they can walk, breathe, draw salaries and
emoy the “respect” of the high lords and masters. The English
working class has created its own power; it, the giant, sees
its hands and feet being tied with cords by the dwarfs who
call themselves its leaders. The English working class will
shake off these gentlemen with a single shrug of its shoulders.
These people have sung their last song. If the revolutionary
impetus of the English working class increased after 1921, it
will grow unore than ever after this strike.

The English strike has meant an enormous concussion for
the whole of capitalism, for the whole international Labour
movement. An understanding observer must attribute vast im-
portance to all that has happened in England. The imummediate
issue was indeed bad, but we must picture to ourselves . the
course of the fight. The beginning and the course of the fight
were magnificent and showed the power of the English working
class, the growth of its revolutionary consciousness. The atmo-
sphere .of stagnation of the last few years is beginning to
disperse. The imumediate issue of the strike in England was, as
we have said, bad; but there are strikes which are more im-
portant than victories, and the defeat in England was ome of

ese.

The problem of the general strike was once more brought
to the fore by the vast and mighty movement at the most
mportant point in Europe. The general strike 1s mot a hopeless
idea. Of course, if we regard the general line of development, it
will proceed as Lenin taught; the general strike must be com-
bined with much more violent forms of class war. This does
ot mean that the very lirst general strike must develop into
an insurrection; but the general line of revolutionary develop-
ment has been completely confirmed.

The English strike confirms the analysis of the Communists
both in the questions of the stabilisation of capitalism and of
the general strike, and /in the characterisation of the Right and
“Left” leaders. These leaders are rotten to the core. With
regard to ithem, there can be no illusioms. Like every great
concussion, this crisis has thrown to the winds the illusions
toncerning Hicks, Pugh and their like. History strides past
these puppets and proceeds with the order of the day. .

History fills up the breach, it produces new leaders. As long
as England was in possession of the industrial monopoly in
the world market, the Marxists could find no key to the Labour
movement in England at that time, which would have revolu-
tionised the whole movement at a blow. This key has now been
found, it is in the hands of the Communist Party and in the
hands of the Left Minority Movement of the English trade
unions, which will gain in strength.

However the fight in Emgland may end, it opens up a
Tew era for Emgland and for the whole of Europe, it shows
that the tactics laid down by the Communist International which
have seemed to many of our enemies to be something fantastic,
samzthing wrong, are the only right, reasonable and true way
o victory for the international proletariat.

Support the British Miners!
Appeal of the R.I.L.U. to the Workers of All Countries.
Moscow, June 10th, 1926.

For mearly two months the English miners, numbering over
a million, have steadfastly and calmly withstood the attack ol
the English bourgeoisie, of its governimient and the leaders of the
-nglish political and trade union movenient. The miners are con-
tinuing the struggle, because all the proposals which have been
Made by the “neutral” government and by many, not only right
but also by so-called “left” leaders. only amount to a repetition
of that which was proposed by the miinzowners two months ago,
Eiamelé'. the reduction of wages and the lengthening of the wor-
ng day.
. Nevertheless, the more steadiastness and seli-sacrifice the
ritish miners display, the more the British bourgeoisie and
their lackeys the English governinent. are begmmning {0 grow
uneasy. The attempt made by the British government to induce
he govarament of the Soviet Union to satotage the English strike,
for the note of the British government has no other meaning
than this, can cnly be regarded us a resuit of this nervousness.

~ the matter.

The trade unions and the proletariat of the Soviet Union have
already given a dignified answer to this challenge of the British
government. The Soviet government has given an answer such
as any worker might have expected: The spirit and nature of the
Soviet power is diametrically opposed to that which the British
government wishes to obtain from it.

The answer of the trade unions of the Soviet Union will
meet with a profound response among the broad masses of the

. international proletariat. To allow the British government to

interfere in the mmutual relations of the working class of the
Soviet Union and of the working class of England, of the trade
unions of the Soviet Union and of the Soviet government, would
amount to handing over the fate of the international labour
movement to Chamberlain, Birkenhead, Joynson-Hicks and other

- agenits of the English mineowners. The workers of the Soviet

Union replied to the note of the British government with the
slogan: “Doubled relief for the English mmers!” The workers
of all countries must reply in loud and decisive tones: “Hands
ofi the trade unions of the Soviet Union!” Doubled Relief for the
English Miners!”

Long live the fight and the victory of the English miners!

The, Executive Bureau of the
Red International of Labour Unions.

Appeal of the Central Council of the Trade
Unions of the Soviet Union to the Working
Class of the Soviet Union and of ail
‘Countries.

' Moscow, 17th Jume 1926.

The Conservative English government has dispatched a note
tfo the Soviet government regarding the aid given by the trade

" unions of the Soviet Union to the striking English workers.

This interference on the part of the English government in the
relations of the working-class of the Soviet Union and of Britain,

..is an . attack upon the free right of the working class of our
- country to give brotherly aid to the workers of other countries

in the ymanner aid to the extent which they consider necessary.
The Central Council of the trade unions. of the Soviet Union
raises the most energetic protest against the interference of the
English government in the affairs of the workers of the Sov:ef
Union, and declares that the organised workers of our Workers
Republic will not allow anybody 4o dictate to them how they
shall act. To demand from the Soviet government the prohibition
of the help of the trade umions of the Soviet Union for their
class brothers, means to misunderstand the spirit and nature
of the Soviet power. The trade unions of the Soviet Union
declare that they have helped, are helping and will continue

.to help the striking English workers; for the cause of the

English workers is our cause, no matter what the government,
which is protecting the interests of the ntiners, may think about

.Down with interference in our relations with the English

workers!
Hapds off the trade unions of the Soviet Union!

Increase of the Relief Action for the
British Miners by the Workers in the
Soviet Union.

Moscow, June 17th 1920.

Protest meetings took place today in the Moscow factories
against the attempts of the British government to interfere wiii
the solidarity action of the workers of the Soviet Union for ihe
miners on strike in Great Britain. and in the relations betwecn
the Soviet government and the trade unions of the Soviet Union.
Sharp protest resolutions were adopted, calling upon the Soviet
government energetically to repel all such attempts. )

Alter the mectings, the workers. emplovees and studerits

marched in procession with bands and baniiers to the centre of
the town, where several trade union leaders delivered .syy}cl-‘c('fl
before tlie trade union head quarters. About 33).0:54 peaple
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art in the demonstrations which lasted until late in the evering.
The banners of the demonstrators bore inscriptions such as:
“We shall continue the work of solidarity!” “Miners, stand
firm!* “Down with intervention in the inner affairs of the Soviet
Republic!” “Hands off the trade unions of the Soviet Union!” etc.

Protest meetings and protest demonstrations against the
note of the British government are reported from many other

towns in the Soviet Union. The Leningrad Trades Council issued’

an appeal declaring that the working class of the Soviet Union
replies to the provocative action of the British Conservative
government by increasing tenfold the support of the strike and
of the work of internatfonal proletarian solidarity.

The collections of money for the British miners are being
continued with the greatest success throughout the whole of the
Soviet Union, which success was increased still more by the
events of the last few days in connection with the note of the
British government and the campaign against the Russian trade
unions being conducted in Great Britain, as well as the stead-
fastness of the British miners.

The miners of the Donez Basin decided to devote one half
per cent of their wages to the strikers during the continuation
of the strike. The members of. the trade unions of Moscow have
up to now collected 356,000 roubles for the strike funds. The
Young Communists have arranged for the 21st and 22nd ot
June in Moscow a mass sale of badges, in the shape of a miner’s
pick. for the benefit of the strike funds. :

At the Plenum of the Central Committee of the Land Wor-
kers Union of the Soviet Union which was opened today, a
leifer of thanks from the British Agricultural Workers
Union, signed by the General Secretary, R. B. Walker, for the
financial support given by the Soviet trade unions during the
general strike was read. Walker writes that the British working
masses know how to appreciate this support and requests that
everything possible be done in order to make permanent the
YTinancial support of the miners’ struggle. The Plenum decided
to continue the financial support for the miners and to send
similar appeals fo the brother organisations in Czechoslovakia,
France, Sweden efc.

THE YOUTH MOVEMENT

The Young Workers in the General Strike.
By R. Schiiller (Moscow).

It is exceedingly interesting to learn in what way the wor-
king youth and the young Communist League in Great Britain
took part in the recent general strike. And it is very satisfactory
to find that the favourable picture which one derived during
the general strike regarding the active and enthusiastic partici-
ration of the Youth and of the Young Communist League in the
siruggle, is being confirmed by exact reports and material. In
fact the young workers and apprentices, both organised and un-
organised, eagerly took part in the struggle in great masses,
and the young and small Young Communist League has given a
good account of itself. This fact is all the more important and
welcome as the trade unions, in general, did not wish the ap-
prentices to take part in the strike, and likewise made very
little effort to fetch the unorganised young workers out of the
factories.

As regards the extent of the organisation of the young wor-
kers. it is a generally well-known fact that in Great Britain (as
in many other countries) the young workers organised in trade
unions constitute a very small minority.

Neither the apprentices nor the unorganised young workers
could expect any strike pay, and the prospect of victimisation
was very great. while those workers under 10 of age had not
even the prospect of receiving unemployment benefit. The strike
of the apprentices and unorganised young workers, in spite
of their neglect bv the trade unions, was therefore an heroic
action which shows how greatly the British working class youth,
along with the entire working class. have been roused by the
recent events.

The vouthful elements everywhere distinguished themselves
by special enthusiasm, fighting spirit and activity. This is con-

[ ——-— .

firmed from all sources. The Young Communist E.eague displayed
the lﬁzeatest activity and thereby reflected the mood and activity
of the working class youth during the. strike. Right at the be-
ginning of the fight the League issued the following slogans for
the youth:

All young workers into the strike. Most energetic participa-
tion of the youth in all strike activity. Representation of the youth
on the strike committees and councils of action.

Fraternisation between soldiers amnd strikers!
United front of the working youth!

Members of the Central were sent to all the important di-
strict. “The Young Worker”, the organ of the League, which on
the 1st of May was converted from a fortnightly paper into a
weekly paper, was issuved daily under the title of “The Young
Striker”. Leaflets were distributed wholesale. In addition to this,
most of the district executives issued their own strike bulletins
for the youth. .

The Youth organisation of the Independent Labour Party
disappeared during the strike, if possible even more completely
than the Party itself. So far as members or local groups of these

" organisations were desirous of fighting, and this was so in the

majority of cases, they had to look to the Young Communist
League for leadership. Thus the Y.C.L. reports:

“In Tottenham a 14 years old member of our League
issued a strike bulletin quite alone and delivered a speech
at a factory meeting. He thereby brouﬁht 500 young womet
wo_rke,r’s into the strike and caused them to join the trade
union. '

The “Young Striker” states:

“50 young transport workers in Bethnal Green joined
in the strike and the Y.C.L. succeeded in getting them fo
join the trade union.”

Of great importance was the slogan of the League: “Elec-
tion of representatives of the youth to the strike committees and
councils of action. In many cases the League succeeded in this.
In many cases it also succeeded in bringing about the formation
of special commtittees of the councils of action for work among
the youth.

The intensive agitation of the Lague for the Iraternisation
of troops and workers derserves special attention. “The Young
Striker” is full of reports of the movements and the mood of the
troops, and contains appeals for fraternisation between soldiers
and workers. Leaflets were also distributed among the soldiers.

The work of the League was carried on under very diffi-
cult circumstances. The Central in London was practically illegal.
The Police carried out several raids on the offices of the League.
The whole Executive in Manchester was arrested, but after-
wards released. The secretary of the League, comrade Spring-
hall, was sentenced to two months hard labour. Many other
members of the League were sentenced to fines and imprison-
ment. The possession of a copy of the “Young Striker” was suf-
ficient during the strike in order to be sentenced to several weeks
or months hard labour.

The “Young Comrades League” (the children’s organisation)
likewise showed very great activity. Its main endeavours were
directed towards enforcing from the authorities support for the
children of the strikers in the shape of free meals in the schools,
in many cases with success.

The calling off of the General sirike has not ended the
activity of the Eeague. The League is now concentrating its for-
ces in the fight of the young miners and in defending the un-
organised youth and apprentices against wholesale victimisation.

The influence of the Young Communist League has greatly
increased. It is also gaining in numbers. The League is now con-
ducting a recruiting campaign in order to increase its mem-
bership still further, with the aim of creating a Mass Young
Communist League.
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CHINA

Whose Interests does Sun Chuan Fang
Represent?

By Tang Shin She.

By the mwurder oi the President of the Shanghai Trades
Council, by the murder of a peasant leader in Kiangsu who
agitated for the liberation movement, and by the recent nomina-
tion of a Chinese member of the English Boxer Compensation
Lommittee, i. e. an English employee, as Mayor of Greater
changhai, Sun Chuan Fang has won the favour of the imp.eria-
hl>ls and the latter are therefore spreading through their press
tte best possible reports regarding the power of Sun Chuan
rang, the greatness of the territory under his control, the riches
of his provinces etc. This shows “that the imperialists are very
rleased to have found a new and capable lackey to fight against
the Jiberation movenient in China. )

_As a matter of fact Sun Chuan Fang, in October las{ vear,
united the Governors and Generals of the five Yangtse provin-
ces: Kiangsu, Che-kiang, Nganhui, Kiangsi and Fokien, in the
I:ght'agamst Chang Tso Lin and drove him out of the Yangtse
sistrict. But all these allies did not fight for him, but were partly
' a position of being compel'ed to defend themselves against
Chang 150 Lin who was threasening their existence, while they
also believed that, after the victory, they would be able to ob-
;ﬁ“" fresh offices. By means of a trick, however. Sun Chuan
"ang, before the waragainst Chang Tso Lin was ended, brought
e provinces of Kiangsu ani Che-kiang completely under his
.u‘ze. He sent the provincial troops of Che-kiang and Kiangsu to
Gier provinces, in order they should not be a hindrance to him.
'zrf_ns Immesiiately gave rise to great discontent with him. The
nangsu troops in Nganbui are already making preparations
0 reinforce themselves in order, in the near fufure. to march
on Nanking and win back their own capital town. The popula-
ton of Che-kiang are energetically demanding the inunediate
return of their provincial troops.

.. The situation for Sun Chuan Fang is somewhat critical. even
if he shovld not immediately lose these provinces. He is there-
lore again beginning to set fo work to realise an old plan, i. e.
0 cxrtire his native province of Shantung. Last year he aban-
flone'j. this plan because he saw that he could not accomplish
;'”_Vthlr!g there and because he perceived that he could operate
better in the Yangtse district. He is now organising the “Black
tancers” — robber bands — with whose aid he hopes to win
back his native prevince, in order that he shail there have a
scure place in the event of Lis ever losing the Yangtse pro-
vinces. In the provinces of Fokien and Kiangsi, Sun Chuan Fang’s
qﬂluence is practically nil. On the other hand the Canton go-
Vernmeny enjoys great sympathy in these provinces.

It 15 irue, that the provinces of Kiangsu, Che-kiang and
“‘fganhm. where Sun Chuan Fang still has the power, are very
r_'lch m rice, silk and tea. But the financial situation there is
shaken to such an extent that the debts are several times greater
'"an the annual revenuve. In order to pay for the upkeep of his
army Sun Chuan Fang was compelled to sell to the bourgeoisie
the stafe property in his provinces and officially to permit the
OPwm trade which brings in an enourmaus revenve — in
Kiangsu 43000 toxes annually — 40 million Chinese dollars,
that is one thousand Chinese dollars per box.

That the business people. as the European newsnapers re-
Foit. are satisfied with Sun Chuan Fang is a fact. When he is
' need of money he does not. as did the former military ruler
of Kiangsu, call vpon the Shanghai Chamber of Commerce. that
s the bourgeoisie, to pay. but he squeezes the last coin out of
the petty bourgeoisie. When at the beginning of the vear he had
™ pay his soldizrs, he demanded from the butchers of all the
lowns under his rule a special tax (Shanghai alone, without the
loreign ouarter, had to vield 80,000 Chinese dollars). The pea-
:dr‘111as of Kiangsu were compelled to pay a year's land taxes in
rdvance.

In the three provinces of Kiangsu, Che-kiang and Nganhui

Y_here is a strong movement for autonomy, that is every pro-
‘iuce is demanding self-government. Last vear, at the commen-
tement of the fight against Chang Tso Lin. Sun Chuan Fang had
'0 promise the nonulation of Che-kiang to hand over to them
alter the end of the war the administration of the province.

(He was at that time the governor oi Che-kiang.) He pronised
falt}lfull{. to return to his native place of Shantung. The people
of Che- lang immediately set about with all eagerness to draw
up a constitution for the province, which was published on the
Ist of january last amidst the jubilation of the population, Sun
Chuan Fang. however, did not pay atfention to this, but again
nominated one of his creatures as governor. The population of
Kiangsu likewise wanted in January last to set up a provincial
constitution and to convene their provincial parhiament, which
liad not met since 1924. But Sun Chuan Fang did not let it come
1o this. To-day the Kiangsu newspapers dare not even meiiion
the matter. The hope of the population of the Yangise provinces
for a democratic govermment must be abandoned under Sun
Chuan Fang's rule. With him there can only be a military dic-
tatorship. '

Sun Chuan Fang, who last year procecded against Chang
Tso Lin on the ground that the latter supwressed the liberaticn
movement of the Chinese people. is todav behaving much worse
than Chang Tso Lin. Not only must the Communisis within his
territory work illegally, but also the labour movement and the
Kuomintang can only carry on their activity in a semi-legal
fashion. The “Anti-Red Movement” which is maintained by im-
perialist money, has its headquarfers in Sun Chuan Fang's
Pistrict. Sun Chuan Fang is striving to carry out a sc-called
‘people’s diplemacy”, that is (o say. co-operation of the Chinese
bourgeoisie with the imperialists, particnlarly with the Englist.
japanese and Americans, against the dangerous ideas of the
people.
As is to be seen, Sun Chuan Fang, who is held up by the
imperialists as being the second model Chinese governor (the
first is the governor of Shansi), only represents his own iu-
terests and those of the Chinese bourgeoisie, He squeezos the
Chinese population and suppresses them with the most brutal
nieans. The disconent against him is continually growing. The
millions of so-called robbers. i. e. landless peasants in his district
are growing daily. The petty bourgeoisie are growing visibly
poorer. As sonn as these two factcrs are combined with the
provincial troops who have for long been discontented, it will
come to a general revolt in Sun Chuan Fang's territory.

IN THE COLONIES l

Two Mohammedan Congresses.
By J. B. (Jerusalem),

The wars in Moroecco and Syria, the strained situation in
Egypt, the revolt in Tripoli and the victory of lba Saoud in
Arabia have set the’ Mohammedan world fin a ferment. In the
face of the common enemy with which the peoples of North
Airica and Near Asia are confronted — the imperialism of the
three FEuropean great Powers: Great Britamn, France and Haly,
the antagonisms existing between the various religious secis
and between the various local leaders are more and more dJdis-
appearing. A united national movemnient is beginning to arise,
the aim of which is: to bring about by all means, and in the
first place by revolutionary means, the emancipation of the
Arabian ccuntries, The imperialists, the chief of them being
Great Britaic which has special interesfs at stake, have miade it
their task to destroyv this dangercus national revolutionary
united front. To achieve this purpose no manocuvre, no blufi.
no taking advantuge of personal ambitiois is (oo mean and
conten ~tible for Great Britain.

Such an attempt to bring a part of the national movement
undar the mtlarnee of Great Britain, was the “Caliphate Ton-
gress” in Cairo. The plan of the English was to bring together
the greatest possible number — even if oniy fictitious — of
representitives of Mohammedan districts, and to get them 1o
vroclaim king Fuad of Egypt, who is a tool in the hands of
Great Britain, as Caliph.

This plan failed. The Congress in Cairo was a complete
fiasco. Tite most important circles of Egypt, even the M-;?:u'm-
medan de'egates from Palestine, from lIraq and other countries
saw throush the British munoewvrz and sabaiaocd th: Tovn-
gress from within. Alreadv at the beginning of the session i
was proposed that the Congress should protest against the
cruelties of the French in Syria. When the leaders nf the o
gress raised objection to this political demanstration. wihich of
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course would have set the key-note to the whole Qongress,
and when in spite of this the proposal was enthusiastically
adopted by the majority of delegates at the Congress, it was
obvious that the fate of the Caliphate Congress was sealed.
The delegates returned home from the Congress without any-
thing having been achieved.

Much more serious, in regard to its content and character,
is the Mohammedan Congress which was convened for the first
hali of June in Mecca. This Congress was called by Ibn Saoud
who at present dominates in Arabia. It is being attended not
by a few bogus delegations, but by representatives of the most
important Mohammedan cenires of the world: representatives
from Turkey, Persia, Afghanistan, the Soviet Union, the various
Arabian countries and India have come to the Congress, the
official agenda of which includes two items: the settlement of the
question of pilgrims and the determination of the future regime
in Hejaz.

There is no doubt that there will be discussed in Mecca
those questions which are today engaging the attention of the
world of Islam: before all the defensive measures against Euro-
pean imperialism, Mecca, the centre of independent Arabia,
which even if hard pressed by the imperialists has not been
subjugated, is undoubtedly the most favourable place for such
discussions. And precisely the fact that, at the Congress of Mecca
there will meet two, formerly, such hostile Mohammedan groups
as the Arabs and the Turks, renders the importance of the Con-
gress for the entire Near East doubly great.

How even the religious questions of Islam are bound up
with the fight against imperialism is shown, for example, by the
question of Akaba and Maan, which will undoubtedly be raisead
during the discussion of the future regime in Hejaz. These two
towns which always belonged to Hejaz, were annexed by the Eng-
lish on the occasion of the flight of king Hussein in the year
1625. Not only the Bedouins living in the neighbourhood. but
also all ciicies of Islam in various countries protested against
this act of robbery. which only opened the door to Arabia and
at the same time constituted an offence against the Mohammedan
religion, which declares the soil of Hejaz to be “holy”.

There are many similiar points of coniflict, and no matter
whether the Congress openly comes foward against the imperia-
lists or whether the delegations from the various countries con-
fine themselves to confidential discussions, it marks a step for-
wards in the setting up of the anti-imperialist front in Near
Asia and fully justifies the mistrust wich which it is regarded
by ofticial British circles.

FOR THE UNITY OF THE TRADE UNION
MOVEMENT

The Western Marine Workers’ Conference
at Montevideo.
By Harrison George (Chicago).

In approaching the labour movemznt of Latin America
we must constantly bear in mind the colonial character and
semi-fzudal swatus of all territory south of the United States-
M:xican border. The “independence” of the many republics
is and has been a wholly formal affair. Spain, England and
Portugal all had thieving tingers at the throat of Latin America
since its discovery and settlement, and the wars for independ-
tnce of a hundred years ago changed nothing essential so far
as the reality of foreign rule was concerned.

Together with the lackt of industrial development, the
heritage of anarchism with its disintegrating decentralisation,
snd continuous savage repression by the ruling class, has left
the trade union movement in its present pitiable state. Labour
unions, where they exist at all, are pracucally local organisations,
sontimzs with iriendly relations taward a formal central body
whaose power is jealousty restrained and which has oune and
sonlttimes two rival centres to contend against within the nation.
Ii is an astounding fact that in the great naticn of Brazil there
has not vet been organised a trade union central.

With this situstion conironting it, the voung proletarian
movement finds itsell faced by the added necessity of struggling

against the most brutal and artiul of exploiters — the imperialism
of the United States. o

How United States imperialism has extended its influence
may be seen by the fact that its investments in Latin America
increased from $ 290,000,000 in 1930 to § 4,040,000.000 at the
end of 1924, It is still growing rapidly with no sign of halt in
the future. It is artiully forcing out imperialist rivals in Chile
by proposing a “consolidation loan” of $ 250,000,000 and re-
stricting Chilean credit to compel the acceptance of this and
fo force agreement to Washington’s desires on Tacna-Arica.

What labour may expect -from United States imperialism is
aiready proven by its brutal and bloody rule in Central America
and the Antilles. The need of unity in organisation and purpose
against it has not yet penetrated the labour movement sufficiently
to result in action. The first promise of action came with the
holding in March of this year of the Continental Conference of
Marine Workers at Moatevideo, Urugay,

This conference originated with a call put forth by the
Marine Transport Workers Industrial Union No. 510 of the
Industrial Workers of the World (I. W. W.), which felt the
need of unity in action against the powerful international
shipping combine. It awoke a sympathetic feeling among the
marine {ransport workers’ organisations of Latin America
(mostly port workers), whose miserable lives and fear of the
“colossus of the north” has made them very receptive to the
movement for trade umion umity that is sweeping the world.
Despite the tremendous obstacles the conference was a success
insofar as it began the process of unity and struggle.

1 have already spoken of the extreme disorganisation of
the trade union movement generally and its background. The
marine workers organisations share in this lamentable situation.
Even the union which convoked the conference is but a shadow
of its former self due largely to amarchist administration. The
Mexican Federation del Mar y la Tierra elected delegates but
was too poor to send them to the conference.

The Cuban unions were suifering destructive repression at
the hands of President Machado, who openly guarantees United
States capitalists, who have some $ 1,250,000,000 invested in
the island that supplies 28 per cent of the world's sugar, that
all strikes will be broken by force of arms. Many trade union
leaders have been assassinated, others are imprisoned, and it
was not to be expected that the Cuban port workers, though
they wished to attend, could get to Montevideo, The conference
itseli had to be changed from Havana, its originally proposed
location, to avoid the Cuban terror.

In Peru, also, American imperialism rules quite openly
through its murderous tool, President Leguia, whose campaign
of destruction against the labour unions, deportations of re-
volutionary students and workers and savage brutality against
all who protest labour conditions in a “free colony” of Uncle
Sam, have shocked even those accustomed to sanguinary dictators
on the frontiers of imperialist conquest. Without a shadow of
doubt the Peruvian marine workers will join and support the
movement which came out of the conference, but they could
send no delegate so far upon such short notice as was given.

Among the chief obstacles to the conference was the lack
of preparatory propaganda and organisational work, of which
the I. W. W., though the iniators of the conference. were wholly
incapable. Even the adherents of the Profintern were remiss in
their duty of furthering trade union unity by urging their unions
to send delegates.

It was a success, therefore, to overcomsa the disorganisation
and poverty existing, the tremendous distances of thousands of
miles and weeks of travel and the lack of preparation, tc have
represented at Montevideo, the Brazilian seamen and port
workers, the Marine Section of the I. W. W. of the United
States, the Maritime Workers' Federation of Uruguay and the
seamen of Chile, besides the Water Transport Union of Soviet
Russia and the Transport Workers’ Section of the Profintern.
The Argentine Maritime Federation, by some mischance, acted
too late to get delegates to the conference but indicated after-
ward that it agrees with its decisions and will join the move-
ment which resulted.

It was a success for the Montevideo Conference to establish
a_Unity Committee to begin the profoundly necessary work
of gathering all seafaring and port workers of the continent
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around a programme of miiiiant struggle in the interests oi the
working class which is in harmony with the programme of
the Profintern. This unity committee, krown as the “Comite
Continental de Obruros Maritimos y Porturies”, with head-
quarters at Montevideo, Uruguay, is to meet at intervals of
three months, publish an organ devoted to its programme and
summon another congress after from 15 to 18 months of pre-
paration. Concurrent and new atliliates are to support the work
cf unity by contributions according to membzrship.

All of the resolutions of the Montevideo Conference reflect
a p(l)hcdv of proletariain struggle. Confronting imperialism it
resolved:

“To recommend to all the organisations that they devote
a part of their activity to combatting Yankee imperialism
and all imperialism, To recommend to the organisations that
they lend aid to all movements against imperialism in
general, trying always to turn it in favour of the prole-
farian revolution.”

The marine workers of the western hemisphere made clear
that they do not regard their own unity as a separation from
the workers’ organisations of other lands, and stated their inten-
tion to work for World Trade Umion Unity.

Distrusting the hypocritical peace and disarmmameat diplo-
macy of the, capitalist nations as being merely part of their pre-
parations for new wars, the conference made concrete its oppo-
sition to capitalist wars by the following decisions:

“All organisations that are in accord with the Con-
tinental Congress of Maritime Workers, agree to propagate
among the workers that are found within the armed forces
of capitalism, that they have an identity of interests with
the workers in the industries and on the farms.”

“To advocate and as mwuch as possible to create in the
ports and transport centers, Control Committees to watch
all shipments of arms.”

Against the menace of Fascism, which in South .America
conceals neither its name nor its counter-revolutionary pur-
Pose, the comference resolved:

“Each organisation represented and those that desire to
affiliate, agree to dedicate a part of their propaganda
against Italian fascism and that of their owan country.”

“Each organisation agrees to propagate, and when pos-
sible to create defense groups against Fascist attacis, in
whatever form these appear.”

. The opposition of class conscious proletarians to United
States imperialism in Latin America would not have been com-
plete without opposition to its control within the labour move-
ment through its pliant tool, the labour bureaucracy which
created and maintains the Pan American Federation of Labour,
which, as its own leaders paint it, is “the Monroe Docirine
for the working class”, and which is trying to corrupt with
class collaboration the militdnt unions of Latin America.

The Montevideo Conference resolved: ,

“Now and in the future to defend and propagate the
slogan: ‘Against class collaboration, for the class struggle,
in favour of the proletarian revolution.”

“As against the Pan American Federation of Labour,
we propose the unity, nationally and internationally, of all
unions based on the class struggle.”

The conference expressed its solidarity with the Chinese pro-
letariat in its struggle against domestic exploitation and im-
perialist oppression in a cable {o the Chinese Seamen’s Union,
Pl2dging concurrent organisations to prevent their own capi-
alists fromr crushing the Chinese revolution. The final clause
of this resolution should be flavnted in the face of the reformist
trade union leaders of the “more advanced” Amsterdamers:

“We call upon the marine workers of all the world to
boycett the transportation of arms to the reactionary Chinese
genzrals.”

. The conference, although handicanped bv lack of definite
‘nformation, which is later to be gathered by the Continental
COmmiﬁee, concerning the economic conditions of various
Countries, wsdecially among port workers, formulated a pro-

gramme of concrete demands around which all workers in the
industry may be rallied in united struggle. These include:

1) The eight hour day for seamen and the six hour
day for firemen and coal passers. 2) The forty-four hour
week for all marine and port workers that have the eight-
hour day. 3) Holiday work at double time and overtime
double the present rate. 4) Uniform scale of wages for
seafarers of all countries on equal ships and equal lines.
5) Uniform number of personnel in crews. 6) Vacation with
pay after six months service, two weeks Ior deckhands, one
month by firemen. 7) Full wages and passage home for
workers discharged or left in .foreign ports. 8) Right to
leave ship at will in any port, without punishment or loss
of pay. 9) Dining rooms for crews with all comforts.
10) Tub and shower baths for crews. 11) Establishment of
the cabin system for crews, with all sanitary conditions.
12) Unions to be consulied when new ships are planned,
to assure good conditions for the workers. 13) The re-
cognition of ship committees, composed ol representatives
from all departments of the same ship:

~-The reformists of Amsterdam, not beiug interested in uniting
the workers of Europe, let alone those of colonial lands, ignored
the conference. . ’
Whatever may be the intentions of the eaemies of the
proletariat, the bourgeoisie and its labour lackeys, Latin Ame-
rican workers have begun the process of umity around ihe
programme of the Profintern with the Montevideo Confererice
of marine workers. Again 1t is proven that only “Moscov” is
interested in the unity of the workers and their struggle for
emancipation.

THE WHITE TERROR

The Protest Movement for Sacco and
.Vanzetti must be Increased.

The new evidence brought by the defenders of Sacco and
Vanzetti proving the complete innocence of the two revolutionary
fighters:

1) that a certain Celestino Madeiros has confessed to
the murder with which Sacco and Vanzetti are charged, and

2) that the chief witness, Goldrige, brought forward by
the Court an ex-convict who had been condemned on charges
of stealing, swindling and bigamy — has confessed that
judge Thayel induced him to give false evidence by promi-
sing him his liberty in return,

will demonstrate to the whole world the monstrous and unexam-
pled character of this political trial. Never before have the
judges of a bourgeois State so shamelessly exposed their role
as blind executioners of the commands of their bourgeoisie "and
their complete corruption, as the “free” judges of “democratic”
Massachusetts.

This does not mean that Sacco and Vanzetti can now be
regarded as rescued. On the contrary! The judicial authorities
of America and the men standing behind them will, after this
general exposure, endeavour all the more stirenously to save
their ‘reputation” and to get rid of Sacco and Vanzetti.

The American workers have realised this and are exten-
ding and increasing their protest movement, On receipt of the
news that the defence, on the basis of fresh evidence, had made
application to the appeal court for a revision of the trial and
that the carring out of the death sentence had been postponed,
there took place in New York, Chicago, Cleveland, Boston and
in other towns, and also in the mining districts, further mass
demonstrations in which the workers demanded the immediate
release of Sacco and Vanzetti. Several speakers bitterly attacked
the reformist labour leaders who are sabotaging the protest
campaign.

The Communist Party of Mexico issued an appeal protesting
in the name of the workers of Mexico against the contemplated
“legal™ murder of Sacco and Vanzetti and demanding a
uew trial.

The International Labour Defence are receiving nunerons
resoluticns from meetings of members o} labour organmisations
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One of the Most Important Achievements.
of the Russian Revolution.

By E. Deutschmann (Moscow}.

The statistics of the population of the Soviet Usion may be:
regarded as one of the most important evidences of how the
working masses who have come into power, are beginaing to-
save themselves and their children from beimg Rkilled by social
conditions.

Let us begin with the general mortality of the popnfation
of the Soviet Union in 1923, the first year of which we have
comparatively complete statistical data and im which we suc-
ceeded to some extent in overcoming the consequences of war
and famine. o

According to the records of 49 governmental districts, 7 au-
. tonomous provinces and 4 aufonomous republics ob the R. S. F.
S. R. with a population of 77,272,000 and of the Ukranian Soviet
Republic with a population of 20,279,000, the morality in 1923.
was 21,6 per thousand. In contrast to this the mortality in Euro-
pean Russia in the last year before the war was 27,4 per thou-
sand. Let it be noted that in the pre-war stalistics the Western
border districts, which separated themselves from Russia after
the revolution and had a comparatively low mortality, were in-
cinded and the statistics of Siberia and the Far-Eastern districts
with a mortality above the average were excluded, whilst in
our statistics exactly the opposite is the case. If we compare
the mortality in the years 1913 and 1923 with regard to the
same areas. the respective figures amount to 28,3 and 21 per
thousand. Thus the mortality has fallen by 7,3 per thousand in
comparison with 1913, which means nothing more nor less than
1 a{ in ome year 075000 more persons are kept alive in fhe,
Soviet Union. ) .

In order to represent the results achieved in a more felling
wav. we will compare the decrease of mortality during the
period 1013—1923 with that in other countries. Assuming the
mortality in 1013 in the country in question to be equal to 10,
the micrtality in comparison in 1923 equals:

1. R.S.F.S.R. and Ukranian S.S.R. 742
2. Ireland P N |
3. Holland Sl)é
4. Hungary 81.7
5. Austria . 813
6. Finland . ]3.1
7. Fagland 835
8 Roumrnia 30.2
9, Norway 03
10, Baly ]8.3
11, Relginnm 8234
12, Denmark a4
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13. Australia

14. Germany . (t)}-;a
15. New Zeuland 04‘"'
16. Spain 0()‘[‘)
17. France 90‘4

This table shows that we take the firsi place in iv
decrease of mortality. This never occurred 1[:1 the w::ﬁerf)liat;!‘l:
pre-revolutionary history of Russia. ‘

. . We can now show those who dread the sacrifices of 2
civil war and terrify the masses of workers with them, that in
the very first year after the stabilisation of the Soviet Power.
we almost completely replaced the losses suffered by the Red
Army in the civil war. (The number of the soldiers who fell or
died of illness during the civil war, amounts altogether to
1.212,824.) The old Russia committed bloodless social murder of
a million human beings every year. The proletarian revolution
alone could bring about a revolution even in mortality.

These figures can be supplemented by the following data:

The increase of population in 1913 amounted to 15,7 per
thousand; in 1923 we had an increase of population of 19,1 per
thousand. This brought us into the first rank in internationa!
population statistics (Czechoslovakia 12,2, United States 6,9, Eng-
land 8,1, France 2,4 per thousand etc.).

The decrease in infant mortality deserves special attenfion.
In this respect, conditions in the period 1910—14 were not oniv
the worst in the whole of Europe, but the figures of infant mor-
tality, which, in European Russia. amoumted to 25,6%, exceeded
by fully 30% the countries which ranked lowest in the statistics
(Roumania and Hungary each with 19,8%). In contrast to this.

-{he mortality of infants, i. e. of children under a year, amounte

in 1924 to only 19,4%, so that the Soviet Union has already out-

-distanced the fwo countries which were so far ahead of it in the

pre-war period.

Whilst the general infant mortality, between 1867 and 1914.
i. e. in half a century, decreased from 27.1% to 25,6%. i. e. by
only 15%, the infant mortality in the Soviet Union during quit
a short period decreased to 6,2 deaths to 100 births, 'i. e. by
more than 29%. This means that more than 300,000 children ar:
kept alive every year.

The above quoted figures justify us in concluding that the

‘revolution has put an end to the “historical traditions” of old

Russia, according to which the general and the infant mortality
were always the highest in Europe. On the most important front.
on the front against death, the revolution is beginning to show
its advantages in a striking manner. In the first year of its
firm establishment, it has already saved a million human lives.

What were the factors which had such an influence on the

state of the population of the Soviet Union? They were:

1. A better distribution of the national income, even though
it has not vet reached the pre-war level in absolute figures. This
led: a) to an improvement of the situation of the masses of
peasants at the cost of the expropriation of landowners, and
b) to an improvement of the situation of the working masses
(8 hours day, social insurance on a large scale etc.).

2. The obvious cultural development of the workers and
peasants. . .

3. The reorganisation of public health work with extensive
development of preventive measures (maternity and chlld_u_'el-
fare, instruction in hygiene, more healthy working and living
conditions), and the attraction of the broad working masses
themselves into the work of safeguarding health. (In the Moscow
govérnmental district alone there are 11,000 active health nuclei.)

These are. of course, only the first results. We must by no
means rest on our laurels. We still have an enormous task be-
fore us if we wish not onlv fo overcome the murderous health
traditions of Tsarist Russia. but also to catch up to the coun-
tries which stand highest in the cultivation of health, not onlv
relatively but absolutely. These first, comparatively very sigmti-
cant results. are a gnarantee that the correct and successful de-
velopment of the Soviet system and of socialist construction will
lead us ‘o victory in this domain.
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