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narliament against 100 social demwcratic szats, promised {rom
the commencement “to examine in a thorough and concrete
manner the bills which the government may submit to Par-
ilament”. And in the event “of these bills, being acceptable, in

the opinion of the Liberals, then they would be supported by
them”.

The entire social democratic government policy since 1924
has thus been a purely bourgeois policy, supported by the
capitalists. This was quite dearly to be seen in the debate on
the regulations regarding provision of work which has now
led to the defeat of the government. ‘All the bourgeois parties
hastened 4o declare “that they did not wish to overthrow
the government”. In the debates on the budget the govermment
received from the State Council seven objections, one of which
was that the government had not prohibited the instructions
issued to the soldiers by the Communist Partg. All these ab-
jections clearly showed that the government depended for its
support upon various bourgeois groups.

There are in Sweden at present about 100,000 unemployed,
of whom only an extremely smail number receive suppert in the
form of so-called emergency work. The employers have made
use of this tremendous unemployment in order to depress
wages, and, on the basis of the regulations regarding provision
ol work, -unemployed workers have been sent to the mines of
Stripa where there is an industrial dispute. The government
declared that the conilict was justified and that thereiore the
provisions must not be enforced. The capitalists have another
opinion regarding this, and the Liberals brought lorward a
motion in parliament rendering more strict the regulations on
provision of work. This motion provided that regardiess of
the causes of a labour dispute and regardless of the circum-
stances under which it may have broken out, the unemployed
can bz sent by the Labour Exchanges to such work places
2ven whzn they have been boycotted by the trade uniouns.

This raised a storm of protest on the part of ithe organised
working-class. The Communist Party called upon the wo:xers to
demand the resignation of the Unemployed Commission. As a
result of this powerful storm of protest, the social demoeratic
covernmen: did not venture to given way to the bourgeoisie.

When the question came up for discussion in the Par-
ilament the Communist Party issued an appeal to the working
class and submitted to the social democratic government the
iollowing demands:

“Immediate dissolution of the Second Chamber and new
slections;

Real fight against anv aitempt to legalise blackleg work;

Rejection of every attempt to abolish the right of the
workers to strike;

A real social legislation: uunemployment insurance,
health insurance, maternity insurance and good labour pro-
tection laws;

Reduction of the duties on food and transference of
the burden on to the shoulders of those able to pay.”

The slogan was, a clear labour majority in the Second
Chamber.

During the last few days huge labour meetings have been
cld in the largest industrial districts of the country, and which
were convened partly by our Party and partly by the social
demoeratic party. The resolution submitted at the social demo-
cratic meetings of workers states:

“A government which arises from a crisis of this sort
is bound 10 become a government fighting against the
Swedish working class. Its setting up will lead to severe
political struggles in which the unity of the working
¢lass must be established at"all costs.”

The Swedish working class therefore undersiands the
intentions of the bhourgenis government and is anxious to fight.
The social democratic leaders, along with thie late government,
wish 9 avoid the least struggle and speak of the parliamentary
dections in the year 1023 and of the rallying of social demo-
agamnst the bourgeoisie.

The policy of the future government will consist in the
stoplace o aitempuing 1o restrict the dreedom of the Swedish
irade vwon movement. and in this case, according 1o the
Sterantces of sooal democratic leaders, there will be necessary”
a pertod of wllavaoration of the teit™. The government will
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not be able to carry on without the support of big capital and

must therefore, in spite of the co-operation of the Liberals,
conduct a policy dictated by big capital.

The Liberal Party originated from a split of the old Liberal
Party, and its leader, C. G. Ekman, in the year 1923 defeated
the Branting government, — likewise on the question of provi-
sion of work — after the alliance with the socral democrats had
existed a year. The political career of the new government will
therefore undoubtedly be a short one. It is a fighting governnvent
against the working class, a government of strike-breakers.

The slogan of the Communist Party is: “No retreat, but
forwards to the fight, to victory!”

THE MINERS’ STRUGGLE

'IN ENGLAND

Preface to the Second German Edition of
“Where is Britain Going“?

The following was written ‘b): Comrade Trotzky
on May 6, i. e. six days before the calling off of the
general strike by the General Council. Ed.

More than a year has elapsed since this book was written.
The Conservative Ministry has had its honeymoon. Baldwin
preached social peace. As MacDonald had nothing to oppose
to conservatism, he competed with it in hatred against revo-
lution, civil war and class war. The leaders of all three parties
proclaimed that the British institutions were quite sufficient to
ensure peaceful co-operation between the classes. The prognosis
for the immediate future of British imperialism made in this
book, was ol course described by the whole British Press —
trom the “Morning Post” to “Lansbury’s Labour Weekly”
as hopeless nonsense and Moscow phantasmagoria.

Now the situation is somewhat changed. England is con-
vulsed by the greatest mass strike. The Conservative Government
is carrying on a policy of furious altack. From above everything
is being done to provoke civil war. The contradiction between
the social fuctors of power and the lie of an out-of-date parlia-
mentarism has become manifest in England as never before.

The mass strike arose from the contradiction between the
present situation of British economics in the world market ana
the traditional conditions of production and relations between
the classes within the country. Formally the questioa was: re-
duction of the miners’ wages, longer hours of work, loading
part of the sacrifices which are necessary for a real reorganisa
tion of the coal industry on to the shoulders of the workers.
Formulated in this way, the question is insoluble. It is perfectl:
true that the coal industry, as indced the whole of British in-
dustry, cannot be reorganised without sacrifices, even serious
sacrifices, on the part of the English proletariat. No one but 2
fool however can imagine for a moment that the English pro-

letariat will consent to submit to this sacrifice on the old basi
of capitahst property.

Capitalism was proclaimed to be a regime of permanem
progress and of the systematic improvement of the lot of the
working masses. To a certain extent this was true for scuw
countries in the course of the 10th century. The religion ol ¢
pitalistic progress was stronger in England than anywhere els
In fact it was this that formed the foundation of the conservati?
tendencies in the Labour movement itseli, especially in the trade
unions. In England, the war illusions (1914--1018) were, momv
than in any other country illusions of capitalist power and !
“social” progress. Victory over Germany was to be the finul
crown to these hopes. And now bourgeois society says to th
minzrs: “If you want at least to ensure yourselves an existen::
such as you had belore the war, you will have, for an indefin:. -
time. to accept a lowering of all vour conditions of living.
instead of the prospect of steady social progress, which » .
recently proclaimed, it is nmow proposed to the workers i
thev should descend one step to-dav so as to avoid tum‘nl‘!?:‘
down three or more steps at once to-morrow. This is as g0’
as a declaration of bankruptey on the part of British capitaisit
The general strike is the answer of the proletariat which
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nor and cannot admit that the bankruptcy of British capitalism
should ke the beginning of the bankruptcy of the British nation
and of British culture.

This answer however ig dictated far mere by the logic
of the situation than by the logic of consciousness. The English
working class had no other alternative. The struggle — no
maiter what was the mechanism behind the scenes — was forced
on them by the mechanical pressure of the whole situation. The
world situation of British industry could not offer any material
basis for a compromise. The Thomases, MacBPonalds etc. are
like windmills which turn their sails when there is a strong
wind, but do not yield a single pound of flour as there is no
crn. The hopeless hollowness of British Reformism in the
present day was revealed with such convincing force that
nothing remained for the Reformists to do but to join in the
mass strike of the British proletariat. This revealed the strength
of the strike — but also its weakness, ‘

The general strike is the most poignant form of class war.
Aiter the general strike comes the armed insurrection. This
is why the general strike, more than any other form of class
war, demands a clear, resolute, firm, i. e. revolutionary leader-
ship. In the present strike, the British proletariat shows no trace
of a leadership of this kind. and it canno! be expected that
it will suddenly risz in complete form as .f conjured up out of
the ground. The Trade Union Council began with the ridiculous
declaration that the present general strike was in no way a
political struggle, still less an attack on the state power of the
bankers, the manwfacturers and the landowners and on the sacred
British Parliament. This declaration of war on the part of
faithfl subjects appears not to convince the Government at all,
which feels that, through the effect of the strike, the real in-
struments of power are slipping from its hands. The power of
the State is not an “idea” but a material apparatus. If the ap-
raratus of administration and suppression is paralysed, the
Fower of the State wiil also be paralysed. In modern society,
> one can rule without having in his hand railways, shipping.
Y3t and telegraph, electric plants. coal etc. The fact that

MacDonald and Themas deny on oath that they have any po-
:fical aims. characterises them as individuals, but not the nature
ol the general strike which. if it is carried on to the end, places
teore the revolutionary class the task of orgarising a new
tete power. Those however who, by the course of events, have
en placzd “at the head™ of the general sirike, are fighting
“ganst this with all their forcz. And this is the chief danger;
men who did not wish for the general strike, who deny the
“litical character of the general strike, who fear nothing so
Tich as the consequences of a victorious strike, must inevitadly
Zrect all their efforts to keeping the strike within the scope
'\{f a semi-political half-strike. i. e. to deprive it of its power.
“.%‘ must look things straight in the face; the chief efforts of the
clicial leaders of the Labour Party and of a considerable number
of the cfficial trade unicn leaders will net be directed towards
firdlysing the bourgeois State by means of the strike.

but towards paralysing ¢he general strike with the aid of the
f‘g“{gwls State. The Government. in the person of its most
“UStimate Conservatives, will doubtless provoke a civil war
°" 2 smail scale 59 as to be in the position to resort to measures
" ierror even before the struggle develops and to suppress the
.ovement. By rohbing the strike of its politica! programme,
+* disintegrating tire revolutionary will of the proletariat and
ving the movement into a blind alley, the Reformists force
% individual groups of workers on {0 the path of isolated
oS, In this sense, the Reformists are ome with the Fasist
“iments of the Conservative party. Herein lics the chief danger
'z fight which has bagun.
. rh'; (;\'Ould be out of place at this momeznt to prophesy as
. .- duration of the fight and its development, to say nothing
. I8 1ssue. Everything must be donme from the international
ol view o help the fighters and to promote conditions
f‘,l‘hf'f,sucaess. We musi however clearly recognise that success
}v,‘.;‘? kind s only possible in the measure in which the British
w";{'g-classv in the process of the development and the inten-
. on of the general strike, realises the necessity of changing
-‘E.,"”"’S and succeeds in doing so. An English proverb suvs
. ™ must nof change horses while crossiig the stream. This
.‘",“l Wislom however is only trus within czriain Lmits, It
_[ver yet been possible to cross a revolutionary stream on
orse of Reformism, and the class which enicred the battle
7 Opportunisy leaders, is compelled to chungs them under

the enemy’s fire. In this way, the position of the real revolu-
tionary elements of the British proletariat, particularly of the
Conimunists, is predetermined. They will support the unity of
'mass action in every way, but they will not admit of any ap-
pearance of unity with the opportunist leaders of the Labour
Party and the trade unions. The most important piece of work
for the truly revolutionary participants in the general strike will
be to fight relentlessly against every trace or act of treachery,
and mercilessly expose Reformist illusions. In doing so, they
not only help forward the chief and permanent task of developing
new revolutionary cadres, without which the victory of the
British proletariat is altogether impossible, but they contribute
directly to the success of the present strike by intensifying it,
revealing its revolutionary tendencies, pushing the Opportunists
on one side and strengthening the position of the revolutionaries.
The results of the strike — Etoth the immediate ones and those
which lie more in the future — will be all the more important,
the more decisively the revolutionary will of the masses breaks
down the barriefs and obsticles of the counter-revolutionary
leadership.

The strike in itself cannot alter the position of British ca-
pitalism and the coal industry, especially in the world market.
This requires the reorganisation of the whole of British econo-
mics. The strike is only an emphatic expression of this ne-
cessity. The progranmme of the reorganisation of British eco-
nomics is a programme of the new power, the new State, the new
class. Herein lies the fundamental significance of the general
strike; it sharply puts forward the question of power. The
real victory of the general strike can only be expressed in the
conquest of power by the proletariat and in the establishment
of a proletarian dictatorship. In view of the hopeless situation
of British capitalism, the general strike should 'be regarded less
than ever as an instrument of reform or of partial conquest. To
put it more exactly, if the mineowners or the Government were
tor make this or that concassion under the pressure of the strike,
these concessions would, in view of the whole situation, have
neither a deep nor a permanent significance. This by no means
implies that the present strike is faced by the alternative of
all or nothing. Had the Brit'sh proletariat been under a leadzrship
which to some extent was in keeping with its ciass strength and
the maturity of conditions, power would have passed from the
hands of the Conservative into the hands of the proletariat in
the course of a few weeks. As it is, we can hardly reckon with
an issue of this kind. This again does not mean that the strike
is hopeless. The more widely it develops, the more violently
it shakes the foundations of capitalism, the more completely it
rejects the treacherous and opportunist leaders, the more dif-
ficult will it be for bourgeois reaction to take up a counter-
offensive, the less will the proletarian organisations suffer, the
sooner will the next, decisive stage of the fight be arrived af.

The present class conflict will ke a tremendous lesson and
have vast consequences. quite independenily of its imm->diate
results. it will be clear to every proletarian in England that
Parliament is not able to solve the fundam=ntal and vital tasks
of the country. The qusstion of the econaniic salvation of Britain
will now present itself to the proletariat as a question of the
conquest of power. A death blow will be aimed at all mediatory
elements with conciliating, compromising and pseudo-pacifist
tendencies, The Liberal party, however its leaders may turn and
twist, will come forth from this test even more insignificant than
it was before it entered the fight. Within the Conservative party,
the die-hard elements will gain the predominance. ‘Within the
Labour party, the revolutionary wing will increase in influence
and will find more complete expression. The Communists will
push forward resolutely. The revolutionary development of Eng-

iand will advance enormously.

The course of events has shown tha{ ihe questions raised in
{his book a yvear ago. will now, from the political point of view.
brook no delay. Seen in the light of the mighty strike which
is at present developing, the questions of evolution and revelu-
tion, of praceful development and the emzlovnrnt of force, the
question of reforms and of class dictatorship, will. in their full
intensity, occupy the consciousness of hundreds of thousunls,
nay mullions, of British workers. Of this there can be no doubt.
The British proletariat which was kept in a condition of terrible
backwardness as regards its ideology by the bourgeoisie and its

Fabian agents. will now kound forward like a lion. Maerial
Leen ripe for Socialism. The
a proletarian Stage oy the

conditions in Fngland have long
o

strike has made the svbstitution of

LN
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bourgeois one, a question of the day. It the strike itself does

not bring about this change, it will at least greatly hasten its
approach, though in what period of time. we cannot of course
say. We should however be prepared for the possibility of a
near date.

Crimea, May 6th, 1920. L. D. Trotzky.

British Women and the General Strike.
By Beth Turner (London).

One of the most remarkable things in connection with the
general strike in England was the way in which the women

responded to the call for the unity of the working class
in the struggle.

Prior to the strike, thousands ol pounds had been speat
by the capitalist class in trying to win the allegiance oi the
vwomen folk trom their class.

Every device known to capitalist ingenuity had been em-
ployed. Women organisers had been sent into the industrial
districts — particularly the mining areas — and there orga-
nisers were tireless in their eflorts to induce 1the women to
attend meetings. free socials etc., ‘where the case for the em-

ployers, thinly disguised as an “impartial view of the mining
situation”, was put before them.

Appeals were made to the sentiment of the women. and
the suifering and hardship which the women and children would
suffer in the eveut of a clash between the miners and mineowners,
was skilfully depicted.

These activities culminated in a big women’s demonstration
wiich was held in London on April 17th. Orgamsed by Flora
Drummond, a notorious agent of the capitalist cluss and ex-

feminist, this demonstration was supposed to express the desire
of British women for industrial peace in 1920,

In spite ol the fact that the whole thing was very well
stage-managed, it was easily apparent to the most casual ob-
server that the demonstration was a farce.

The numder of working women who took part was small,
and it was irankly admitted by many of them that they had
taken advantage of the demonstration because it provided a
cheap trip to London. The numbers were made up by woulen
Fascists, wives ob small shop-keepers and society ladies. The
leaflets distributed by Communist women were eagerly read by
wany ol the women demonstrators. in spite of the instructions
sivenr to tiain by their organisers not 10 touch the leallets.

Fhese attempts on the part of the emplovers roused the fury
of the womien throughout the industrial areas of the country,
and they rveplied by organising mectings and  demonstraiions
tocally and turning out w their thousands at the May Day de-
monstrations.

Resolutions were passed at all meelings of working women's
organisations piedging their support to the nrners. The spirit
and determination of the women was so cleirly shown that
the Miners Federation seriously began to consider the necessity
of organising the wives and women folk ot the miners and
~o munain dose conmtact bewveen them and the Federation.

When the general strike commenced the women did not
vaver, Woniin who were emploved in trades involved n the
strikes came ows with the mens A all meetings of women strikers
A osirkers wives held by othe Partv. we lound a ready ve-
sponsz 1o the Partvs point of view. Women who had previously
jprever taken part moany organisation, marched i demonstrations
catrying their bubtes in their arms or pushing perambulators,
One demoniraton in Manchester in which 1 took part was
renmarkatte for the numiver of women who marched for miles
with the procession. And everywhere the women's part of the
crocossion wos greeted with loud arplause

N
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messages of
jorat contmivess of representaiives ol various  women's
cronnisatons were set upoand these organised deputanons o
Cooardians and made applications or reliel toc sirikers wives,
Attes abe beraval o1 the strikers by the rerctionary ivaders
b wamen were tood in their indigeanon, Party meetings were
wit atended byowonen, and the st indication ol the eliedd
hod on working somen by the grest betraval was the Intor-
waron receive & aliest pamediatelv, that one Labour Women's
secuon had come over to the Communist Party en bloc.
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The experience ot the general strike in England is bound
to mean a big influx of women members into the Party; and
it is our duty to see that these women are trained and fully
utilised in the struggle for the emancipation of the British

workers.
Useless Declarations.

‘By A. Lozovsky.
We ali followed with the greatest eageiness the

general
strike in Great Britain, and are following from day to day
with breathless attention the struggle of the Brnitish miners.

The great sirike and i1s little leaders will serve jor a long
time as an object ol study for the workers of all countries, who
will learn irom this example how mot to conduct a strike
Of the greatest value for those who are interested in the fate
of the international labour movement aie the statements of
those who participated in this strike, and in particular the state-
ments of the members of that Geuneral Council which so
shamefully =nded the magnificent strike. For this reason the
declaration published in “Lansbury’s Labour Weekly” of three
Left membars of the General Council, A. B. Swales, George
Hicks and Ben Tillet, and which is addressed “To Comrades,
National and International”, arvouses the greatest attertion and
the greatest interest.

Neveitheless the more one reads this declaration, the more
the feeling of interest gives place 1o one of indignation. This
i1s because one seeks in the document. but finds something elst,

that one seeks for a living word from eye witnesses, for the truih
regarding the events, Lut one finds..

The first question which arisvs alter a careful perusal o
the declaration is: “What is the use of such a declaration?”
What is the object of the three members of the Generul
Council n issuing this document? We will ublain an answe:
if we proceed to analyse this declaration,

The docwment in question conlaing correct things; it also
contains obviously incorrect things; but it does not contain
the chief matter, It is true that “the strike was a demonstraiion
ol power”, bui i{ 15 not true that the “strike has served th:
purpose of urgent and necessary defence™. 1t is true that sl
governaent and their satetlites et our gesture ol comrade-
ship with an armed force™ It is true that the “strike showed
the economic grip of the workers upon all industries”, that “it
closed a virulunt and vebement capitalist press”, Gut it is nx
correct to represent the calling ol of the strike as a “courag.ous
gesture of peace™

It is still more incorrect to accuse the government and
the emplovers ol having “with wiliness and chicanery end:
avoured to misrepresent the logical (!) meanng of our act .~
being one of surrender”™. That is to .say that the Generd
Council has not capitulated? It has concluded an honourat.:
peace? 1t is strange that no one has noticed this honourah':
peace. All three protfest against the “cowardly travesty ot »
truth”. In ths qustion the “cowardly travesty of the truth”
nol on the ~tde oi the government or «f the empioyers but
the side ol those who desire at ail cost to represent the dele.
as A vidtory,

It is also
Russian Trade
goodwill”. But

true that

the strike
Linton

“brought forth {rom i
Movement a

srontaneous gesture
it is wrong to refrain from saving a singi
word as to liow this “gesture of goodwill” was rebuifed, than-
to the “courageous gesture ol peace of the General Counct .
Is it not stranve that even in this quostion the three did -
have the courage to call a thing by its right name?

I do not think it necessary to give any further exam™ -
Thos> given reveal the true character of the declaration.
which cvery ohvicous truth iz IHlHowed by a seqies of unimpars?
ovvionslv false and apologaiic assertions.

iut this dectaration is not only cf iunterest on account
what it contains, but mainly on zccount of what is omi¥
from it. As a nalter of iact those responsible for the cap
lation have, some dayvs after the powerfui strike when
results of the capitddation were already apparent, forgorien
axplain 1o u: how the “Jemonstration of power”™ was v
verted into a powertel demon-iration of Smpotency, The e

have torgonza to sav owhn berraved the

and whv.
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only that, they even endeavour to defend the monstrous capi-
tulation by describing that which the British workers call
treachery and cowardice as a_“courageous (!) gesture of peace”.
Further, the miners are coitinwing the strike. Are the miners
right or are they not? Ought they to have joined in “the
courageous gesture of peace” of the General Council, or con-
tinved the struggle? Ome must either support the miners or

not.

In this manner this declaration conceals the shameful role of
the General Council in the strike; it diverts the attention of the
workers zlong the wromg path, jt conceals the treachery and
the cowardice with empty phrases and justifies the crime com-

mitted against the working class of Great Britain.

It is of no great interest what the three members of the
General Council intended to say, but that which they published
must arouse the profound indignation of all honest workers.
The “Sunday Worker” is wrong, a thousand times wrong,
when it welcomes this action of Swales, Hicks and Ben Tillet.
Such declarations merely discredit those who write them. The
British and the international proletariat meed the naked un-
adorned truth and not self-deception and beautiful declarations

The International Conference of Communist
Women for the Support of the British Miners.

The International Conference of Communist Women which
mt on the 2nd ol June 1926, declared their solidarity with the
struggle of the British miners and expressed their greatest
admiration for the fighting spirit and the perseverance with
which this unequal conflict between exploiters and wage slaves
s being conducted by the British mining proletariat.

_ The International Conference of Ccminunist Women notes
with special satisfaction the devotion and the spirit ol sacrifice
of the wives of the British minars, withont whose steadfast
support the fight would be much more difficult and its success
would be in question.

The Intermational Conference of Communisi Wonen regard
a5 one of their immediate and mosi urgont tasks to mobilise
e working women of all countries for practical support ol
weir fighting class comrades in Great Britain and, by a wide-
:cale. action in the shape of propaganda, holding collections and
roviding care for the children, to furnish a concrete proof

of their class solidarity.
CHINA ]

A New Phase in the Chinese Revolution.
By Tang Shin She.

. In the People’s armies which, as their nante implies, regard
' a5 their task to protect the people and which hitherto only
Ympathised with the Canton government, voices have been
‘sed since their defeat at Peking, demanding that the people's
.mies be converted into real national revolutionary troops like
\i0se of the Canton govermment. They are demanding that they
¢ placed undder the direct command of the Canton milifary
(}mm!s&‘on. They further desire that the Kuomintang and the
Smmunist Party chall carry on work of enlightemment among
¢ soldiers. Al this means” that the people’s armiies are losing
;”f” opportunist character and are on the way to Jeveloping
"0 real national revolutionary forces.

X Regarded from the military standroint the present position
iCh people’s armies is a difficult one. The Mukden froops
rheagﬁzn?" Lin) want to push forward from Jehol to Tolon;
. 21ansy troops wish to push forward to Datung, and the so-
iled “Anti_Red Troops”, the allied {roops of Wu-Pei-Fu (sol-
H,‘ Ch e province of Hupe, Honan and thli) and the troops
- alg-Tso Lin (soldiers of Maznchuria, Shantung and Chili)
"”h 'o advance from Peking to the Nankov Pass. All three
DS have as their final aim the encirclement of Kalgan, the
"'?dquzrters of the people’s armies. For the people’s arniies the
"0 lail_named fronts represent the greatest danger. because
"t railway connections exist there. Recently. however. the
“Mn armies were abie to drive ihe enemyv back a con-
“rable distance the result of which was that the Wu Pei Fu
"€ was obviously defeated.

i the
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Immediately after this defeat Wu Pei Fu dismissed his de-
puty, Field Marshall Chin Yu Nao, on the ground that the
latter had avoided the fight against the people’s army. Chin Yu
Nao had hitherto been Wu Pei Fu’s right hand man. He had
140,000 soldiers under his sole command. His removal however
is not, as is alleged, fo be attributed to his avoiding battle
against the people’s armies, but to the fact that this General®
has for loang been dissatisfied with Wu Pei Fu and, as a result,
has pot complied with his wishes. Chin Yu Nao had for long
been demanding the post of governor of Homan, which was
not granted to him; later he asked for the post of governor
of Shantung, which was also refused him. After this his brother
Chin- Yu Pung (the former Prime Minister) mediated the alliance
between Wu Pei Fu and Chang Tso Lin, whereupon the latter
wished to entrust him with the task of. forming a govermment;
but Wu Pei Fu was also against this.

The dismissal of Chin Yu Nao has not only resulted in the
defeat of the Wu Pei Fu clique, but the siruggle between Wu
Pei Fu and Chang Tso Lin has thereby been considerably
intensified. The above-mentioned facts, of course, mean
a great advantage for the people’s armies, and thereby for the

national revolution in North China.
In South China, in Canion, the imperialists have attenrpted,

along with the Chinese reactionaries and the Righi Kuomintang
people, to split the Kuomintang Party and to destroy the success-
ful co-operation of the Kuomintang people -with the’ Cemmunists.
As a result of the expiosion which occurred in Canton some
little while age, and the arrest of the recently deposed Police
Presideni of Canton in connection with i, the intrigues of the
counter-revolutionaries were exposed. The Communists and the
Kuomintang people will now work more closely together than

ever.

The Canton government, at the request of the populaticn of
Hunan, has sent an expedition into this province against the
white terror ‘of Wu Pei Fu. That is the first direct advance
of the Canton government against the Yangtse disirict. Wu Pei
Fu is thus threatened by a direct danger irom Scuth China,

Sun Chuan Fang, the military ruler of Central Chipa, some
time ago issuzd a proclamation in which he declared his five
provinces: Kiangsu, Chekiang, Fukien, Nganhui and Kiangsi
to bz an independent State. This State however is not new.
It has already existed since last year when Wu Pei Fu went
from Yochow 1o Hankow in order to attempt, for the second
time, to play a roie in Chinese politics. and when his former
iollower, Sun Chuan Faung, set himself up in direct opposition
to him aud declared the Lower Yangise nrovinces to be in-
dependent of him. When he {oday again proclaims the inde-
pemdsnce of the rive provinces and causes the European news-
papers to take note of this, it means that he has turned from
Wu Pei Fu and Chang Tso Lin and transferred his sympathies
to the Canton government.

Sun Chuan Fang occupies a central position in the present
political situation of China. Should he go over to Wu Pei I'u and
Chang Tso Lin, then these would undoubtedly be victorious;
il he allics himsell with the Canton governmeni and the peoples
armies the latter will obtain a great advaniage. The people’s
armies and the Camton government have, therefore, ‘been ende-
avouring for a long time to win him over to their side. The
imperialists, who immediately fook note of this and knew where
this might lead, intrigued against the Canton govermment and
sought fo prevent any approchement. The proclamation now
shows that the mmnerialist trickery was futile and that the Canton
government has been successful.

Who is Sun Chuan Fang? He is a personality with ad-
vanced democratic sympathies. Ile is working lor the Chinese
Fourgeotsie who are followers of American Christian teachings.
He has very driendly relationships with America, which brings
him ino epposition to the military rulers Chang Tso Lin and
Wu Per Fu who are the agents of Japan and England.

Asg regards the aims of Sun Chuan Faug, he of course Joes
noi go with the Canton government which is striving 10 achive
the national revolution,  Whilst, however, the other military
ruiers hight directly and brutally against the liberation movement,
Sun Chuan Fang employs the methods of the imperialists. that
is to say, he does not directly oppose the Kucmintang, bui
Pahts against the Left wing and seeks to atiract the Rigin. For
exaniple, the Right wing has been able to settle dewn irecly in
were also allowed to celelioes Mur Davon
Leby along with tie Comrrmumisis, wore

i
e

his disiricys
Shanghai, which ihe
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strictly prevented from doing. Sun Chuan Fang is also the one
who has been conducting a large scale “anti-red” propaganda
in the whole of China.
1 he nevertheless allies himself with the Canton government
it is because it is, to a certain extent, necessary for him to do
so. In the first place the population of his district demands
solidarity with the Southern Chinese government, and secondly
his two provinces Fukien and Kiangsi border directly on the
territory ot the Canton government; in fact a portion of the na-
{ional revolutionary troops are already in both provinces. In
addition to this his army is not particularly strong, and finally,
some of the generals in his provinces are only working with
him more or less under compulsion, because they are unable
al the moment to do anything alone.

The wholz of the recent events in China show that the
power of the counter-revolutionaries is more and more decaying,
while the revolutionary front is becoming more firm every day.

| POLITICS

After the Capitulation of Abd-El Krim.
By G. Péri (Paris).

It is now over two weeks since the conclusion of the Riff war.
Thirteen momhs of fighting, the loss of 20,000 mea and the
squandering of 2 million Francs on the part of France have
forced Atd Fl Krim to capitulate. Aher the breaking oif of
the negotiations at Ujda which had been initiated under the
pressure of American and English financiers and which ended
with the triumph of Spain and the French military party,
it was easy to foresee the further development of the Riil war.
After the fierce offensive of the allied Freuch and Spanish troops,
and after the capture of Targist tie issuz of the operations
was no longer in doubt.

In this last phase of the military operations the Riffi Cabyles
obstinately refused to fight. In the last of May their leader
submitted” fresh peace proposals to the French gevernmeni.
When he became convinced that the game was lost for the
time being, he had to decide on capitulation.

But no one should allow himself to be deceived in this
matter: Abd el Krim has yielded, but peace yet remains to be
realised. The present situation is full of unrest and mistrust. 1t
is oSvious that Abd el Krim represented certain forces which
have not disappeared along with him. He represented the revolt
oi the suppressed people in a portion of that vast world kiown
as Islam. His capitulation leaves the will for frcedom ol the
suppressed staves unchanged. ’

But the Ril war, as the economists have said often enough,
was ouly the expression of that century-long struggle for the
hegemony of the Mediterranean. Already belore the war theje
had heen a biner rivalry between Great Britain and France
for possession of the port of Tangier, the key to the Mediter-
rancan. Greeat Britain, supported by Spain and Italy, wanted to
internationalise the port of Tangier and in this way to kesp
France awav trom the neightourhood of Gibraitar.  Freach
imperialism  wished to impose upon Tangier an internatinnal
statute which would allow France to set herself up as roler
in ihe internaticual port. In the vear 1023 Frince obtained con-
ces~ions from Great Britain which placed British hegemony in
this area in question. The French Foreign Ministry left opon
the question of the neutrality of Tangier in tie event of war.
It reserved the right to send troops and war nuateriai through
the international port.

Atter France had delivered this blow to her British opponent
she wirned her atention to her Spanish rival. There is noi the
least doubt that for a long time French imperialism welcont |
the victories of Apd el Krim over the troops of Spain. Alier
the shattering defeat ol Spain, French '

mmperialism proceeded

o solve the i 2stion of the Mediterranzan (o the disadvani.ge
ol Spain,

Now, when Abd el Krim has been vanguished, this quesiion

rematits just as it was belore.

At Uida Froach and Spanish imparialism had set v two
mun objectives: the uniting of the lines of troops of France
2nd Spain and the subjugation of Abd el Krim. It was a gu2stiom
of bringimy thess two ams into harnmom

which has been proamised 1o the Rl Cal

with the autonemy
April,
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. The two aims of Ujda have now been achieved. The only
thing remaining to be dome is “to disarm the tribes” and to
grant them the autonomy so solemnly promised them. Here
however, we meet with complications. 1t was suddenly dis-
covered that French imperialism cannot possibly reconcile the
demands of its militarists, to make use of the victon
to consolidate their position in the Riff, with the solemnly
proclaimed aims of the war which pledge French imperialism 1o
withdraw from the Rifi :

If French imperialism abides by its proclaimed war aims,
what then should its policy {n the Riff be? What should be the
Riff policy of Spain? What guarantees will they offer for secu-
rity and peace? What will become of the treaties and of the
Mediterranean statute if France, contrary to her pledges, setilzs
down in the Riff? To all these questions the French Foreign
Ministry has not yet given a clear answer, although the Londcu
and Paris newspapers persistenily put forward these guestion:.

It is true that Great Britain and Italy expressed congratu-
lations to the victor. It is equally true that in Rome the “Tribuna”
and the “Popolo d’ltalia” and in London the “Morning Post”
and the “Daily Chronicle” have emitted a discreet sigh of reliel.
How could this be otherwise? A victory of the Rilt Cabyles
would have enormously encouraged the rest of the Arab world.
The Malians are now fighting againsi the Senussi tribes, while
the British find themselves in an unfavourable situation with
regard {o Zaghlul Pasha, who has just gained an enormous
victory at the parliamentary elections in Egypt. )

So long as it was a question of rejoicing over the defeat
of the insurgent Rifiis, the European colonial powers weie ol
one mind. But afterwards the antagonisms make themselves ap-
parent. Great Britain, just as Haly willingly permittzd France
io defeat Abd el Krim, but neither country is willing to lat
France go too far, for both of them are striving for tlic
domination of the Mediterranean. And, therefore, there aguan
arises in all its acutencss the tragic conflict which existed oei-
ween France and Great Britain up o the year 1004, betweri
Frence and Germany up to the vear 1014 and between France
and Spain up to the year 1024, But that is not all. It is whispered
in the French Foreign Ministry that the publication of the
notes exchanged with Abd el Krim could evoke a real inrer-
national Scandal. _

On the one hand Great Britain continues to regard Tang.e”
as an immediate threat to Gibraltar, and in order to secure 107
hersell the control of the Mediterranean, endeavoured to prevem
the formation of a bloc of the Latin powers. On the other
hand litaly prociaims the Mediterranean to be a “Roman Lake”.
while both powers are looking askance at the game of French
imperialism. As AbJ el Krim is now defeated, they are agus
raising the question of the statute of Tangier and demanding
a new Algeciras.

It should noi be forgotten that similar rivalries, sim v
antagenist grevds, preceded the imperialist world war of tond,

The Surrender of Abd-El Krim and the
Imperialism of Primo de Rivera.
By Jar (Madrid).

The policy of corruption carried on by General Steeg o
the French side and by mining capitalisis from Bilbao su
as Eschevarricta towards Ab-el Krim, has ar last succeede!
Atd-el Krim, who for five years bravely lought for Rifii
independence,  has given up the fight and surrendered to the
French auwthorities. He is a iresh victim of the policy v
corruption carried  on by “Furopean Civilisation”, as W
Mujey Afhs and the Ratsuni some years ago.

In 1020 Abd.el Krim

was a .Rililan in the service !
Spain.

He was one of the correspondents of the “Telegran
del Rifi”, the militarist organ ol Melilla. His brothier Mahotn
wis studving mining engineering in Madrid. The mineral rich.
of the Riff were so . great that the two brothers considersd
Jesirable 1o hiave a mining expert among the natives.

The two brothers led the poweriul movement whien
1021 resulted in the wsurreciion of the Cabyles against Spa
Abd-el Krim was the real militare and political chiel ol =
tribesmen in their sirnggle for independence. Before 1021 ¢
Rittians had only carried on isnlited stroggles, Abd-el kot
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created the necessary unity, aroused a real feeling of inde-
pendence among themr, and was the real inspirer of the rebel
movement against the French and Spanish militarists.

. Abd-el Krim has surrendered to the French military autho-
rities, but the Cabyles’ movement for independence is not ended.
The feeling for independence that he has aroused has taken
dezp root i the Rifi population. The reports published every
day in the French and Spanish press regarding the surrender
of various chiefs have no particular significance. The greater
rortion of- these chiefs have on different occasions been “in the
service of Spain”. They wilt in future fight once again on the
side of their brother tribesmen, in spite of all the savagery of
French and Spanish militarism and the policy of corruption
carried on by the imperialists and the mining capitalists,

The assaults carried out in the Riff by French and Spanish
troops were dictated by the mining interests. Yebel Haman
has been captured by the Spanish troops. This mountain was
most greedily desired on account of its being the most rich
i minerals of all the Riff, and has on various occasions been
the very objective of Spanish military operations. The retention
of this mountain has cost hundreds of victims. The youth of
Spain has been sacrificed once again in order to hand over
this part of the country which is so rich in gold, to the
greedy clutches of the mining capitalists. Each attack of the
Spanish froops means an increase in the value of the mining
bonds. Two days after the capture of Afraw the newspaper
“Euzcadi”, the organ of the Biscaya capitalists, stated: “The
territory of Afraw having now fallen into the hands of Spanish
troops, the firm of “Sociedad Hispano-Africana de Minas” is
ready to develop the mines. In order to commence the preli-
ntinary work our friends Monje, Ornilla and Orcoreca have
set_out for Africa”. The three men mentioned are mining
capitalists.

The surrender of Abd-el Krim does not mean that the
resistance of the Riffiaus is at an end. In Ghomara and Djeballa
there are soine chiefs possessing great fighting courage.
Although Primo de Rivera does not perniit the press to puolish
any news regarding the resistance put up by the Riffians to
the Spanish attacks since Abd-el Krim’s surrender, ii is known
that Kheriro, the leader of the tribesmen from Beni-Hozmar
is opposing the Spanish troops. Kheriro is a Riffian chief who
Possesses a military prestige among the Cabyles superior even
t that of Abd-el Krim. He has great personal courage and
the Riifians have great confidence in his military ability. It is also
aftirmzd that Faih Bou Tahia, leader of the Cabyles from Beni-

rous, is continuing the fight for Riffian independence.

The Riff war has cost Spain about 160,000 men and milliards
of Pesetas. The State tudget for the year 1924:25 amounted to
2041,724 204 Peselas, of which 1,084,572,181 represents military
expenditure, that is 377% of the total State expendiiure and 397
of the revenue. 279,433,000 have been squandered on Morocco. In
addition many extraordinary credits have LEeen granted by

Prims de Rivera. From the years 1909 fo 1025, 6000 millions

have been spent on Morocco.
The political situation in Europe resulting from the sur-
render of Abd-el Krim is more acute than that previous to
the Siatute of Tangier. In the first place there has sct in a
ferce competition Fotween the various mining firms.  The
Mining  Arbitral Committee” of Paris is already busy with
litigation regarding the cwnership of the various mines.
. General Primo de Rivera aims at developing a complete,
Mperialist policy in Morocco. Abd-el Krim's surrender to the
French authorities has provided the occasion for fierce attacks
by the Spanish nationalist press ‘upon France. Primo de Rivera,
kiring Briand’s success in his negotiations with Abd-el Krim,
published o May 20th an . official communiqué attacking the
French government. “La Nacion”, Primo de Rivera’s organ.
h‘.“ Mot concealed the latter’s amtagonism to France. Primoy de
Wera is an advocate of the “strong hand”. He is demanding
Abdel Krim's execution, and in order to jusiify this deuand
gf aceuses Abd-el Krim of atrocities against the Spanish troops.
foft.he dOe:_s noi speak of the cruel savagery of thg Spanish
; eign ngxon, these “representatives of qv:lu_sat::m_.mone qf
e favourite amusements of whom is to ride over Rilfian pri-
*oners with tapks.
he fThe Spanish jmperialists are claiming the right to decide
f,g\.har" of . Atd-el Krim. Thev are also demanding a reform
Me Tangier statute. This is causing uneasiness to France

as the statute is necessary to enable her to continue her im-
perialist policy 1n Morocco. The “Temps” of May 29th stated:
“If Spain again raises the problem of the statute of
Tangier, it is possible that not
England and even the U. S. A. will demand that they be
consulted, and Haly will, as did Germany before the war,
attempt, on the basis of these new negotiations, to in-
crease to the greatest possible extent her influence in

Morocco”. :

This is a clear warning on the part of France to Primo
de Rivera. Ii must also be remembered that up to last year,
when the Conference of Madrid was held, France and Spain
had always been rivals in Morocco. The Spanish press
repeatedly denounced the French for protecting the Riffians in
the latter’s war with Spain. The anatagonism between the
French and Spanish imperialists will very soon assume a most
acute form.

The “Times” correspondent in Tangier has ventured to
call for the publication of all Abd-el Krim’s documents. The
European Communists should join in this demand. If these
documents were published, they would very clearly expose ali
the intrigues of European militarism and at the same time those
of the “Times” correspondent in Tangier, the agent of British

imperialism in Morocro.

The End of the Disarmament Conference.

By Moskovitch.

After eight days of fruitless and empty discussion the
mneeting in Geneva of the so-called Preparation Commission for
the Disarmamemt Conference came to an end. The next meeting
of this Ccmmission has been postponed for an indefinite period,
while at the szme time no agreement has been reached ac
regards the programme nor as regards the date for which the
Disarmament Conference itself is to be convened. As regards
the latter, according to the statement of the Belgian delegate,
De Brouckere, this will only be convened - as has been de-
cided by the League Council — when the Council of the League
of Nations consider it possible to realise the complete security

of zll countries. )
One could hardly find a more striking example of hypocrisy

than this declaration of the Belgian delegate.

The security of every country in capitalist Europ2 does no:
depend upon the existence of one or several Guarantee Treaties,
tut on the fact of its neighbours not having at their disposal
the necessary military forces for attack. I such forces exisi,
then all the treaties in the world cannot guarantee security.
“As no country is likely to disarm before the proposed
Disarmament Confercnce is convened, none of the military
~uthorities of any of the European States wijl display a tendency
to reduce ‘armaments. On the contrary, Furonean military sta-
fistics show in the most cold-blooded mauner the ever increasing
armaments of the various countries. It 15 clear, therfore, that
the League of Nations, by making the convocation of the
Disarmament Conlerence dependent upon the possibility of
realising tha complete security ol all Eurapean countries, is
rostponing it to the Greek Kalends.

We predicted this and have already previously exposed the
whole hypocrisy of the present Eurcpean *“Peace-makers”. We
have declarcd that in face of the existing capitalist contra-
dictions which inevitably lead to armecd conilicts, any talk of
Jdisarmament is futile.

The facts have proved our assertions to e correct. The
Preparation Commizsion, whose decisions have no binding foree
on the governments of the countries which are represented in
this Commission, has dispersed  without  having  brounght
w-out an unlersianding even in one of the fundamenial quest'nis.
The decisicns adopted by the Cominission have a plutonic ¢ha-
racter and not only cannot bring about disarmanmunznt. bl
cannot even result in the slightest reduction ol armamarns,

I'his is quite obvious in view of those differences existing
“atween England, France and the United States wuh regard
10 the disarmament question. As is knewn, the programmie o!
cach of thesz States constitutes a thorough disarmament pla
for its present or possible rivals, Under such crrcansianse
it is of course impossible to arrive ar anv positive agreon

only taly. but also
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In addition to these fundamental differences other differences
of opinion have made their appearance.

When the Council of the League of Nations decided to con-
vepe the meeting of the Preparation Commission of the dis-
armament Conference in Geneva and thereby rendered impossible
the presence of representatives of the Soviet Union, we remarked
at the time, that the refusal of the Soviet Unmion to send its
represeitatives would be taken advantage of by a number of
its neighbouring States as a reason for refusing to disarm. These
fears have proved true. Already at ome of the first sessions ol
the Comvtittee the representatives oi the Baltic States as well
as of Poland and Roumania, declared that it was impossiole for
their countries to disarm as the Soviet Union was not taking
part in the Conference and thereby swood outside of any pledge
to disarm.

At the closing session of the Commission the representatives
of these countries not only did not say one word regarding any
disarmament measures, but on the contrary demanded the streng-
thening of the measures provided by clause 16 of the Statutes
of the League of Nations, in other words, they demanded the
increase of military aid on the part of bigger States.

A similar standpoint was adopted by the Greek represen-
tative, who pointed out that Turkey is nol a member of the
feague of Nations and consequently was under no obligation to
disarm.

It is exceedingly interesting to note that in the fundamemal
diiference between the English and French standpoint on the
disarmament problem, Grecce has placed herself delinitely on
the cide of France. That, by the way, is one of the symptoms
of the change of orientation on'the part of Greece.

Imuediately belore the conclusion of the “latours”
of the Commussion a new difference arose between Eng-
land and France. As is known, Boncour. among other thingus,
proposed to the Conference that the principle of the necessity
ol unanimous decisions on the part of the Council of the League
in regard fo the measures provided by Paragraph 10 should
be abolished, The English representative Lord Cecil immadiately
dzclired himself against the proposal of Boncour. This onpo-
vton of the English delegate places the question in a new light.

In the first place it must be rememberad that the standpoint
aicied by Germany in the question of possible sanctions against
the Soviet Union, has, in spite of the pledges which Germany
iad adopted. it is true with some reservations, caused lurther
uneasiness to England and also to France. The tear that Ger-
ey, as a member of the Council of the League, might refuse
to vate dor the appiication of sanctions aguinst the Soviet
Union, was stll further increased after the signing of the
Kusso-German Treaty of 24th of April. The object of Boncour's
pronosal is to enable the sanctions against the Soviet Union,
even in the event of opnosition by Germany, 10 be ca-ried out
on “legal grounds™. And il Lord Cecil opposed this preposal
ol Bouwur, this was not because England was in anv way
agdinst  the speeliest application ol sanctions against “the
Jinturber of peace” --- a term which, from the standpoini of the
tuclish naturally  relers 1o the Unton. If
Eunstand insists upon the principle of unanimous decisions, it
is because this principle renders it impossible for any opponent
of Fagiand to carry through any decision i the Leagie of
Nations with which Fogland iz not in agreement

The United States refrained right upn to the il drom
putenr forward its standpoint. Rigin from the conrnoncemeat
ot the Conferenca the United States alopted an extremcelv scep-
tical antitud- to the Gepeva comedy, There was a time wher the
government of the United Stuates, under the iniluence of
tamous  report  of the American Ambassador in
Houghton, amnst refused to take part in the Conference. \t hon,
however, the Urited Siates fimally decided to take rart. che
delegates reeeived the instructions not to recognise as binding
ior America any single decision which the Conference might
adopt. On the bazis ol these instructicns the American Am'as-
cador in Swirzzrland, Mr. Gibson, declared at the Conisrence
that he would zbstain from voting.

“rgeifists”, Soviet

the
J.om 3on,

he Unied States which s striving for European dis-
srondiient e otder a0 secure the peaceiul investmient of its
il in Furopss vossesces full nowers to bring about the
armament ot oadn it countrics, not byothe aid of the
frenevie chanter, bul by arpropriate econonic nressure.
o The Balian prese wives the Tollowing resons iv- he coq-
Dicte ialure of the )

Geneva Conferonce:
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1. lack of sincerity in the negotiations;
2. lack of a common basis of negotiations on the various
proposals;

3. the nou-participation of the Soviet Union.

“Therefore”, declares an Italian paper, “the chances for the
inevitable failure of the Conierence are a 100 to 1.”

One can already say today that the failure of the Conlference
is practically certain. The Geneva wire-pullers will again, as
usual, endeavour to cast the blame for the failure of their
undertaking on to the Soviet Union. We definitely repudiate
this charge. The Soviet Union was not given any opporiunity
of submitting its disarmament programme, which is based on
the real wish — so far as it is possible in the present circum-
stances, in which tlie Soviet Union is surrounded by capitalist
countries — to reduce the burden of militarism which is pressing
on the broadest masses of the people.

The “disarmament” comedy is at an end. The uninterrupted
piling up of armaments goes on as before.

The Proceedings and the “Verdict” in the
Franc Forgery Trial.
By Molnar (Buda Pest).

The president of the senate appointed for the trial of the
iranc forgers, the ill-famed Fascist Toreki, who had to pass
judgment on lhis political partisans and to some extent his
political leaders pronounced the verdict and its motivation, this
worthy conclusion to the farce of the trial, with the most
serious mien, as though it were a quastion ol a real verdict
and not of masking a more or less pre-arranged game. not
only between tie Government and the court, but also between
these two factors and the accused. ~ Nadossi and Windisch-
graetz were sentenced to 4 years penal servitude, the other
accused to imprisonment and hard labour for periods varying
from 6 months to 2 years. — With the exception of Nadossi
and Windisch, all the accused were set free and, in the present
Hungary, where even Fascists who are ‘condenred to death”
are set free after a few weeks of easy confinement, the two
tirst named will certainly not spend long in prison. -
striking characteristic oi the verdict is that Szortsey and Baross,
the exposed leaders ol the chief organisation of the Fascist
leagues (Te Sz) were acquitted in spite of their complicity
having been formally proved in the proceeding.

This fact alone shows the politicai character of this trial
which the Government, with the help ol the whole Parliamentary
Opposition, including the Social Democrats, at hrst tried to
pass off as an ordinary, unpolitical judicial alfair. This was
Bethlen’s intention as long as he considered it the best way of
hushing up the comiplicity of the Government which had be-
come mdisputable very soon after the matter was dicovered.
When, however, the affair had developed into an enorinous
political world scandal, this extremely naive method was no
lonrer effectual. For this reason Bethlen had to resort to 2
political trial; he made every eliort. however, to give the
political side of the trial an aspect which was in his favour.
- The chiei task of the court was therefore {o exculpate the
Government from all complicity in the franc forgery aftair.

For. this purpose of course, the accused had to bz won
over. Thev were prepared to cover the Government if it was
made possible for them in the trial to nose as martyrs to
panotism and as pioneers in the fight against the Peace
Treaty of Trianon. This was done. and they did their best
- avoid concrete incrimination of the Government. The court
comx_-mramd almost the whole proceeding on this almiost nn-
possible task of whitewashing the Government, and it was
not its fault that it failed. Three quarters ol the motivation of
the verdict wos devored to explaining the “innocence™ ol the
Government. The rest of it was devoted to fulfilling the obli-
gations agreed upon in return, that of cmphasising the honest
patriotic. motives of the accused. Legal procecdings were taken
against the deputy Hir who seriously  incriminated the Go-
vernient, .

Ihe clear water of the strange upanimitv  between Go-
vernment. court and accused was only mulddied by the legitimist
monarchist aristocrats who - - although soms of their partisans
ot be quite innovent in the aifair - had no intersst ip
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exonerating Bethlen. On the contrary, they made use of the
had been raised to undertake a further assault

dust whic

against the Government and to extend the political hegemony
which they already possessed over the Liberal-Democratic-Social-
Democratic Opposition. The evidence of the Legitimists boldly con-
firmed the generally known complicity of the Government. They
partly won over Windischgraetz to their caus2; he, though
according to his agreement he made no sfatement against the
Government, yet did not refute the evidence which incriminated
Bethien and declined to give any evidence in this respect, on
the grounds that, as a. gentleman, he could not lie, but that
the statement of the truth would at the present time not be

expedient for the coumntry.
As regards Horthy, the court had an easy task, although
ke was implicated in the affair at the beginning and, apa?'t
Irom other incrimipating factors, no one can believe seriously
to-day that Nadossi, one of his best friends, could have under-
taken the “action” without his knowledge. The whole bour-
geoisie is said to have combined in the first phase of the
scandal, for various political reasons to “maintain Horty’s
innocence”. After slight resistance, the leaders of Social Dzmo-

cracy joined this united front.

The course of the proceeding itself, in spite of excellent
stage managing, exposes the whole of the Hungarian “upper
ten thousand” in its naked degeneracy.

Anyonie who has followed this trial with the least objectivity,
must admit that even the scandalous history of the counter-
revolution of post-war times has seen no more pitiable group
of criminals than these former and present Premmers, princes
and counts. public prosecutors, police presidents, bank directors,
bishops, “national heroes” and other pillars of the State of
Hungarian counter-revolution which has been exposed to the
tore by this trial. These revelations of the bourgeois State
Which have been witnessed by millions and millions of workers
n Hungary and abroad, are, for the proletariat, the most im-
rortant result of the trial. With the exception of a few mis-
guided Fascist petty bourgeois, no one will believe that these
people, who called “hostile” Roumanian troops into the country
10 overthrow the Soviet Republic, who, up to the present, have
W th: name of the “fatherland”, done nothing ‘but murder,
Punder and forture workers, were guided in their franc
orgery by honest national and anti-imperialist motives. The
H“T‘garian_proletariat whose revolutionary vanguard alone has
“iously carried on the fight against the imperialist Peace
lreaty ‘of Trianon and against enslavement under the name
of reconstruction, regards this new scandal as merely the
omplation of the crimes which the counter-revolution has
emnitted year by vear for seven years, for “patriotic motives”.

As regards the effect of the allair on foreign politics,
English imperiatism, in the footsteps of which the foreign
POty of the Hungarian counter-revolution trades, saved its
Progé from worse complications, even at the beginning of
the scandal, when the French Government was still dramati-
ally brandishing its own sword and that of Czecho-Slovakia.
In the meantime the French Government and the “Leit” which
ipports it have calmed down. The sedative used was the
,ranco-Hungarian economic treaty, which is nothing more nor
53 than hush-monzy since it ofers immeasurable advantages
”0 the French bourgeoisie, putting Hungarian industry at its
“TCY, without even gaining any benefiit for agriculture.

Fren?h ’lio thus_n_othing but cheap theatrical posc when the
Noune ”urgepxsie. with such liberal gifts in its p():xe!. re-
of TheesBaa claim to compensation, and whcn' the representative
dlow Iha"que de France begs the Hlungarian mtion not to
Clagiry ; S‘?PS taken by the French authorities during  the
iy nne 0 €ast a shadow on the “iriendship” between the
nations.
P'a'frl.:shiccr};&sh ?f Hungarian economics and of the H_un%c{ariau
il tragie as not been removed by “reconstruction’ but
e oisthrre;fi 10 another basis. is further intensitied by the
Swill iy ue }l;anc forgery aftair, whn}le. on the qther han':i,
“ any revolp'[ e masses which lave “hnherto been inaccess:bie
o utionary propaganda, to fight against the counter-

lition

The Syrian Revolt Unbroken.

By ]. B. (Jerusalen:).

A short time ago, the French newspapers once again spread
the news of a Freat victory in Syria. The conquest of Sueda,
the Druse capital, was inflated into a great success of the French
arms and de Jouvenel, the French High Commnissioner again
prophesied that the whole Syrian affair would be settled in a

very short time.

What is the real state of affairs in Syria? Have the French
been decisively successful anywhere? Can we speak of the pa-
cification of Syria being completed? Certainly not up to ihe
present. It is true that, by staking large masses of troops —
the French Spring army in Syria is estimated to be 60,000 strong,
which means that there are-about three French soldiers to every
armed rebel — the French have reconquered some of the points
wlrich had been occupied by the rebels.

It would however bz a complete misunderstanding of the
character of the war in Syria, which for a long time has bzen
a guerilla war, if we were to attach great importance to the
conquest of individual towns. It is just the strength of the in-
surgents and that -which has made them equal to the French
during a year’s fighting in spite of their numerical inferiority
and bad equipment with arms, that all their columns are mobile,
i. e. pot bound to a centre, but always atie 1o evade mass attacks
and to attack the French in the rear. Success therefere does not
consist in the occupation of this or that point, but only in the
destruction of an insurgent division or the subjugation of a
rebel tribe

In this respect, the French have not yet achieved anything
of imiportance. On the contrary, the French losses weie enormous
at both the Dattle of Medjdel Sham and of Sueda, so enorstous
that even the French General Staff had to admit it and ex-
pressly to deplore it in an army order. The Druses on the
other hand have once more withdrawn :nto the interior of
their country and have kept their main forces intact. The Druses
have cleverly transferred the chief scene ol action to the neigh-
bourhood ol Damzscus, where Dr. Shabandar, the political leader
of the insurrection, has reorganised the revolt in the Ghuta
district and conquzred the south part of Damascus. The French
then repeated the bombardment of Damascus with much more
intensity than in October of last year. Terrible devastation
and destruction was caused without the main object of the bom-
bardment, that of driving the insurgents out of the Damascus
district, being accomplished. In the northern part of the country
also, in the neighbourhood of Aleppo, the bands are still car-
rying on military operations.

If therefore, the French reports of great military success in
Syria is in any case exaggerated and dovs not correspond fo the
truth, the pelitical position of the French has, if possible, become
even more diliicult. The nomination of a son-in-law of the
Turkish Sultan as administrator of Syria, the attempt to win
over part of the Syrian population by the proclamation of a
sham amnesty (side Dbv side with which of course the death
sentences of the emergency court are calimlv cairied out as
before). the proclamation of a bluff Republic in Lebanon, are
the continuation of the manosuvres which de Jouvenmel has
tried to carry on since his arrival; thev are however quickly
seen through and rejected by the Svrian nopulation who. in
the course of the insurrection, have acquired political maturity
with astonishing rapidity.

The polifical question is after all the one which in the end
is decisive. Even though the French succeed in recording mili-
tary success against the insurgents, Svria is nevertheless (and
this is the essential difference bLotween the Svrian revolt and
the war of the Rilfs in Morocco) a territory which is econoni-
cally advanced, which requires a firmly welded apravats of
administration and which, having once nzen ronsad (o revolt,
will not again find peace and pe able 10 develop, unti] the
preliminary couditions, which in this case ace complete inde-
pendence, are established. .

The Syrian revolt is still unbroken. Since the
of Abd el Krim it is now isolated and thus of course oxprsed
mach more than previously to the danger of being literaliv
choked by having enormous masses ol troops sent against il
Cincz agamn the Syrian insurgents are placiap their hopes on ihe
iitervention of the French znd the international proletariat,
which would put an end i the imoerialisy horrocs n Sria and

capitlation
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help the Syrian workers and peasanis in their heroic fight, 10
enforce their most elementary demands for freedom. An end
must now be put to the fight in Syria on the basis of direc
negotiations with the insurgents; it must be made imjpossible
for the French generals in Syria, who are thirsting for revenge,
to drown the Syrian insurrection in blood.

ECONOMICS

Capital Concentration in Denmark.
By R. Mikkelson (Copenhagen).

Denmark’s neutrality during the war brought a rich harvest

ol profit to the capitalists of that country. There also took
place an unpreczdented concentration of capital, which continued
unakated after the cessation of hostilities and still continues under
the present Social-Democratic Government.
The losses which followed the period of speculation (those
on the “Landsmandsbanken” alone amounted to 500,000.0(0
Crowns) were foisted upon the broad masses of the public with
the aid of a provisional law according to which the State assumed
responsibility  for all losses. During the past parliamentary
session this law was prolonged for a further five vears by the
Secial-Democratic Government; on this occasion the fact was
disclosed that the loss is 130 million Crowns heavier than i
was formerly assumed to be.

Thanks to these meathods. big capital is in a position to
continue its growth.

An examination of the Danish comnanies with share-capiials
of over one million Crowns shows the extraordinarily strong
influence which big capital exercises through the banks. There
are altagether 2hout 330 companies with share capitals of over
cue million crswns and the aggregate capital of these is about
1,050 million crowns. CI these compames the four big banks
comirol:

1. The “Privattankzn” 40 compames. agg. share-cap.
350 millions; 2. The *Handelsbanken™ 30 companics, agy. share-
cap. 150 millions. 3. Tre “Nationalbanken” 18 companies, agg.
share-cap. 107 millions 4. “Revisionsbanken” 23 companies, agg.
share-cap. 82 millions.

(Upon the liguidation of the Revisionskanken the conneciions
were distributed among the three remaining banks.)

Altogether these banks control (apart from their common
connections) 160 companies with an aggregate share capital of
537 million ciowns or atout 30% of the total share-capiial.

Similar influence is exercised by several of the big trading
companies, prominent among them the East-Asiatic Company;
several other Uunks play a lesser part in the same sphere.

ihe nine largest companies, including the four big banks,
control 4675 of il companies with two-thirds ol the total caviial.

As regards the persons interested in these big banks and
styk-commanies it must be said that a few of them wield the
mavor influence.

At the head of the controllers of capital there 1s the General
Dircctor of the Fast-Asiatic Company. N. N. Andersen, the
st antinensial and eowerlal person in Denmark: next in order
cosves the Director of the “Privatbanken™, C. C. Clausen, who is
1 partner in eleven of the biggest comnantes with share-capital
of 230 mullion crowis or 137 o the total capital.

Inguiry concerning the influence of the Copenhagen big
cartalists shows that 25 persens control 407, of all companiss
and 7370 of the towal capinal

“Oren competinsn™ is hampered inoa very mar!
by the tact thut the same persons have seats on the

od degree

_ Foards ol
the varnous ¢ompanies.
Inomans indusires a conplee, but velled, trast-orgimisation
Bos daveloeldl
. Phic developmen: has made Donmark one of the couniries
wirere comital has becosme

most cancentrated.

tn regard o technical concentrziion, however, Denmark i<
a bong way belnd other comtrios, especidly in the tentile and
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previous years. At the same time wages and salaries are
declining.

The Social-Democratic Government at present in office has

not taken a single step towards improving these conditions.

THE LABOUR MOVEMENT

The Class Struggle in Norway.
By K. D.

The great lock-out in Norway which came into force at the
end of April still continues. It includes the five most imporiant
mdustries — the railway, mining, building, textile and shoe
industries, along with over 30000 workers. Shipping 13
also ccmpletely at a standstill, In the meantime tariif negciia-
tions have bzen carried on in a whole numkter of other branchas
of industry. In some cases the negotiations have already been
broken oft without result. Only in a few individual factories
have agreeniznts been arrived at between the workers and the
employers. mosily on the basis of reduction of wages of 10 10

12 per cent in accordance with the fall in the index of food
nrices.

The situation i1s very serious: of the 200,650 indusirial worx-
ers in Norwayv, 40% have either been unemployed or locked
out for some weeks. It is no wonder that feeling is very
iense. This is proved, for example, by the situation in the cemeat
industry and the strike ol the tramway workers in Bergen.

The struggle in the cement industry has Lkz2cn going oo
since Christmas. Three big cement factories, emploving alo-
gether 1500 workers, wanted suddenly, while the collectize
agreements were stiil running, to bring akout considerable wazy
reductions, and as the woerkers would not agrez to this the
factories were simply ciosed down and the workers locked-oul.
The ccment manuiacturers who have lormed a Trust, have now,
in order not to lose their customers and at the suine time not
to have to give way to their workers, commenced importing
cement from abroad. This has aggravated the situation. The
rational trade wnion lederation has, at the request of the che
mical workers trade union, decided to impose a blockade i
cement imported by the Norwegian cement trust.

o

The tramway strike in Bergen has assumed even sharjer
forms. As a result of the dispute between the directors and the
cmiplovees, tramway traffic has been at a standstill for several
qionths. In April the directors attempted to carry on a servive
v means of blacklegs, who in fact were quite unskilled. This
called forth tremendous indignation not only among the tramw?
workers. but also among the rest of the working population of
the town The tramcars were held up in the streets, the windows
smashed and in several cases the blacklegs had a warm time.
‘The police on their part became more and more nervous, s
that even the wives of the tramway workers who remained
sianding on the tram lines. were arrested. The police rained
down tlows with their truncheons, wholesale arrests teok place
and, Binally, the atmosphere in Bergen became so heated that
the blackleg cars only ran from hall past eight in the morning
to tour o'clock in the afiernoon; they were obliged to return i
tile tramway depots before the workers came out of the factories
m the evening! Frem Saturdav midday untl Monday morning
there is no tramway service whatever. - ’

It is quite obvious that the Norwegian capitalists are -
templating a2 general attack upon the working class and their
craanisatons, They are attempiing to intimidate the workers o
dosing down the factories and discharging the emplovess, 1h
grear Tovk-ont fs intended in general 10 bring about a4 reduction
ot the standard of living of the working class. And now the bo-
geois legisiative machimery has been put into motion in ord:
) h‘c,lk the resistance of the workers and 1o render inelfectvs
Hiir ouly weapon — arganisation. A drait bill has been subanic
to t“l‘\e Storthing which can rightly be characterised as a “pe.vi
}Jl\\' h 'is an atlempt to worsen the existing law regardin?
bour disputes, in the Tirst place by providing “cifective pre
tection dor thoze willing to work™, and Turther by extending . !
: i‘”{]! more severe the penaltics with regard 10 so-call
feoal™ cessaton of work.,
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A further worsening of the law is the clause which renders
the trade unmions responmsible for the “misdeeds” of their mem-
bers. Up to now the plaintiff was obliged to prove that the
trade union was responsible for the breach of the collective
agreement or the umlawful cessation of work on the part of its
members. Now, however, the onus of proof rests with the trade
union. The draft bill also provides that, in cases of oonflict of
interest which hitherto had to be submitted to a court of ar-
bitration but without the parties being bound by the award,
the award of the court of arbitration from now on shall be
ccmpulsory.

The new bill can be characterised as a new class law
against the working class. It is therefore necessary that not
only the Norwegian werkers, but also the working class of all
other industrial countries protest sharply against its being passed

into law.
According to the provisions of the existing law regarding

libour disputes, if a *“legal” strike has lasted a month, the

arbitration authorities must again take action and attempt to
intermediate. The arbitration commission has, therefore, again
met, and the question remains whether it will succeed in bring-
ing the great lock-out to a conclusion or whether the struggle

will continue in a still sharper form.

The Chinese Seamen’s Union.

_ The Chinese Seamen’s Union is based on the industrial

princigle and includes in its membership the Chinese seamen who
do the long distance traffic and the coasting trade along the coast
of the Pacific Ocean, as well as those who are employad on
harbour-and-river boats.
. The central comimittee of the Chinese Seamen’s Union has
its headquarters in Canton, and is administered by the most
independent and most trustworthy of the Chinese revolutionary
seamen who endeavour to introduce proletarian class politics
1 their Union.

_ According to the last reports made by one of the most
reliable leaders of the Chinese Trade Unions movement, the
Chinese Seamen's Union includes over 30,000 Chinese seamen
and river boatmen aud has its branches in all the larger ports
of the Chinese coast, such as Canton, Shanghai, Hongkong,
Amo, Tsientsin, Swaton etc.

he strongest and best organised branches of the Chinese
men's Union are in Canton and Shanghai.

The branches in the other seaports represent relatively more
recent organisations which are gradually getting stronger. and
fpmd their influence over an ever increasing buik of Chinese
seamen.

The bulk of Chinese seamen has a distinct class feeling
and supports the revolutionary elements among the seamerr
Conditions in all the ports, except Canton, are very difficult.

In the registered enterprises of the Imperiualists the Chinese
Seamen are unscrupulously suppressed. The same is done by
I;“{ (t.hmese police which is at the disposal of the Chinese mili-
rists.

Owing to such a situation the Chinese seamen in Shanghai
ire exposed fo continued persecutions. For the same reason the
Shanghai section of the Chinese Seamen’s Union is not able
10 publish its own periodical, which the Chinese sailors in
Shanghai badly need.

_Although there is a strong revolutionary spirit among the

Chinese seamen in the port cf Shanghai, this disposition is
Mot openly expressed by the leaders of this section, who often
?Ven_:ome their class feeling and keep up a connection with
the Shanghai Chamber of Commerce with which they work
together,
It was pardonable that they adpred such a policy at the timie
of the Shanghai general strike, when the Chamber of Commerce
bnancially assisted the striking Chinese workmen, joined the
Vorkmen who fronted the lmperialists, and supporied  the
Eanona] liberation movement in China; but the leaders of the
Shanghai Seamen's Union section cannot be pardoaned for main-
laming the connection with the Chinese bourgesisie after the
strike. as the Chinese bourgeoisie agitates against the Chinese
%orkmen and thus sets up a contaci with the Imperialists.

The General Congress of the Chinese Seamen’s Union
0ed correctly when it endeavoured to change this system of
@Cperation,

The other sections of the Chinese Seamen’s Union are under
the management of class-conscious Chirese seamen. )

Cn December 27, 1925 the central committee of the Chinese
Seamen’s Union had convoked a General Congress of Seamen
which was attended by 200 Delegates of all the branches ol
the Chinese Seamen’s Union. Shaughai alone was represented
by 20 Delegates. )

At the Congress of the Union, held under the admini-
stration of revolutionary seamen and communists, it was decided
definitely to join the Red International of Labour Unions from
r!)ammry Ist 1926 by becoming members of the International

ropaganda Committee of transport workers. Owing to this
resolution the Congress has put an end to any indecision and
definitely adopted a revolutionary class standpoint.

This resolution formed an important point in the realisation
of the International Unity of the Trade Union Movement and
was a decisive ainswer to those reformist. leaders of the Trade
Union movement who continue their hostile policy against the
Unity of the international Trade Union Movement. This con-
nection between the Chinese Seamen’s Urion and the R.I. L. U.
is, however, of still greater importance for the deveiopment of
the class feeling of the Chinese proletariat. and leads the way
to their complete liberation from international robber capital.

The Chinese Seamen’s Union has taken the first step by
putting the vanguard of Chinese proletarians — seamen and
railwaymen — on the right proletarian way. The Chinese
workmen of cther branches of work must follow the transport
workers on their way to the delivery of China from the iniei-

national imperialist bourgeoisie,

IN THE INTERNATIONAL
On the Tactics of the C. P. of Poland.

By Ernst Thdlmann.

On the 23rd of May the Berlin “Rote Fzhne” published a
report by its Warsaw correspondent on the tactics of the C.P.
ol Poland during the recent events. This report reflects the
outlook of certain circles of the Communist Party of Poland.
We cannot avoid criticising these tactics in the sharpest manner.
The author of the report proceeds from the thoroughly correct
principle that the chief task of the Party consists n “separating
the working masses from Pilsudski and his immediate sup-
porters”. But from this correct principle the writer draws the
absoiutely incorrect and unleninist conclusion that the means
to this end was “to support Pilsudski’s followers in their
fight against the capitalists, big agrarians and reaction, and to
bring the troadest inasses of the workers and peasanis into mo-

vement”. )
What is the significance of this so-called fight of Pilsudski

sgainst reaction? It is cicar to every Marxist that the recent
upheaval was participated in by two divergent and oppesing
elements: on the one side the working ciass and the working
peasantry, the impoverished middle ciass and the suppressed
national minorities; on the other hand, however, the military
clique in the person of Piisudski, whose aims are 1 no way
revolutionary, but reactionary, who has sgt hims2if the task
not of emaacipatiug the proletariat from the yoke of the fascisis
and the bourgeoisie, but of Letraying all sections of tha workuig
population in the name of “law and oider”, in the name of the
bourgeois constitution, in the n:xme of the bloc with the ccunter-
revoiution, in the name of lackey service to English im»2zialism.
It 1s precisely in connecting this counter-revolutionzry role with
the simiultancous exploitation of the illusions of the broad
masses, in hoisnng the democratic flag over the white bavoners.
that there consists the peculiar bonapartist characier of Pil-
sudskism. It is that is to e sean its fundamenial class
contradiction.

In these circuinstances it was the task of the Coimniist

lirst 1o destrov the illusions of the masses regarding
and secondiy 1o organise

ilere

Party.
“Pilsudski's light against reaction”, )
the independent, ruihiess fight of the masses against Pilsudski
and again<t the open reaction. o
But il one speaks of a “fight of Pilsudski against reaction’™.
thon it is imeossible to destroy the illusions of rthe masses with
regard to Prlsudski; in fact one onlyv increases them. I0 one
speaks of the Communist Party “supporting” this aileged fight
oi Pilsudski agrinst reaction, then one can acither organise 1
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independent action of the proleiariat against its enemies nor the
fight against the bonapartist. treacherous Pilsudski band. Cn the
comrary, in this way one can only paralyse the class activity
ci the proletariat, prevent it from freeing itself from its iliusions
and thereby in practice, even if unconsciously, improve the si-
waton of Pilsudski.

We find in the history of the bolshevist struggle a splendid
example of how a Communist Party must behave at the moment
ci the armed conflict between the open white-guardists and
petty bourgeois bonapartism. This fight of DPilsudski *‘against
reaction” reminds one, in a certain sense, of the historical period
o! the fight of Kerensky against Kornilov in the year 1917.
It is true there exisis a great difference between the situation in
Russia in 1017 and the situation in present-day Poland; but
the class estimation of the fundamental historical problem remains
quite correct for the given moment in Poland.

Lenin never permitted for a moment the possiblity of a
siogan, “support of the fight of Kerensky against Kornilov”.
Immediately after the advance of Kornilov on Petrograd, at the
beginning of September, Lenin wrote a letter to the Central Com-
mittee of the Party in which he gave the following instructions:

“We must not even now support the Kerensky govern-
ment. This would be a lack of principle. It will be asked:

Shall we then not fight against Kornilov? Certainly. But

that is not one and the same thing; there is a distiuction.

This distinction is disregarded by many Bolsheviki, who

fall into “reconciliation” and allow themselves to be swept

away by the stream of evemts.”

Do these tactics mean that the Comnunists should be
neutrzl in the fight ol the working and peasant masses against
white guardism? By no means. Lenin dectared:

“We will figin, we are fighting against Kornilov, but
we are not supporting Kerensky, but exposing his weakness.
Therein consists the diflerence. That is a very fine but very
essential difference and must not be forgotten.”

Tt is this difference which is very fine, but very essential
that has been overlooked by our Polish comrades.

Iin the same ietter Lenin delines the new positive tasks of

e Bolsheviki immediately aiter the outbreak of the struggle:
“W hierein consists our change of tactics after the Kor-
nitov revolt? ... In making clear 1o the people (who fought
aainst Kornilov) the weaknesses and the vacillations of
werensky. This has already been done. But it has now
Leconte our main task, therein consists the change” (thick
tvpe by Lemin).

The Warsaw correspondent of the “Rote Fahne™ heaps error
uron error. He regards it as the task ol the Partv that, “in the
fight between fascism and the masses of Pilswiski's supporters,
1t must endeavour to strengthen the pressure ot the m3asses upon
their feaders in the direction of a real tight for power against
fascism and the reatisation of the demands of the working and
prasint masses”, ,

Thes<e tactics have nething in common with bolshevism.
These tactics have nothing in common with the follhwisa -
¢iple of Lemn:

* A ruthiess struggle must be proclaimed against phrases
regarding the revolutienary united front ol the revolutionary
democracy, regarding the suppor: of the Provisional Go-
vernmen: etc. ete., that is to say ageinst phrases. Now is
the time lor deeds... Now is the e to act. The war
avainst Kornilov must be conduvied in a  revolutionary
nanier, by drawing inwo it the masses, by rousing and
stimubating  thea (KRerensky, however, is atraid  of the
masses, is abraid ot the people)™. (thick type dy Lenin).
Yhe appeal of the Central Conmmttee of the Commimnist

Party of Poland which appeared at the monient when the armed
sirnerle had become inevitanhle, states:

“he place of the revolutionary werkers n this strugule
1o the ranks of the opponents of the governmen, the

ase ~isoaad the capitalists)”
1 " . . PR ey i :
l.“‘\. Smounts o reesgsising e mebitary dhigue of Pl
et oas e el onpunems of the Polish capradisis, It means
Sortng dhe nien dssue o the PO events, Bomoane <o
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of the revolutionary democracy”. Lenin was a thousand times
right when he stigmatised these tactics in the autunm of 1917.
Every Party Communist, every member of the Communist Inter-
national must in May 1026 condemn most emphatically these
same tactics. We are firmly convinced that our Polish com-
rades and the C.C. of our Polish brother Party will speedily
and energetically correct these errors. The Communist Inter-
national, which fully understands the diificulties of the C.P. of
Poland in the present situation and perceives the heroic fight
of the Polish comrades, must help them by all possible means
to correct their policy and to lead the masses along the Leninist
way of struggle against Pilsudski, as well as against the fascists.

FOR THE UNITY OF THE TRADE UNION |
|

MOVEMENT

The United Front Campaign of the C. P.
of Italy and the S. P. 1. (Maximalists.)

By Aquila.

The United Front Campaign of our Italian Party — which
is consistently and consciously pursuing its aim - is beginning
to show its lirst, although at present very moderate sucoess.
Under the pressure ol the socialist Party members — who in
a good many cases had established the United Front with their
communist lellcw workers in the factories and had, in several
towns (Genoa, Turin, Novara etc.) lormed Unity Committees —
the Central Committee of the S.P.1 realised the necessity of
adopting a decision, according to which it will consider the
possibility in each individual case” ol co-operating with the
Comununist Party and its Trades Union and Factery Organisa-
tions. Comrade Serrati, 'who, as the leader of the [rades Union
section of the C.P.1L. had to carry on the United Front Cam-
paign in the free Trade Unions (especially against the Trades
Union Committees of the S.P.L), shortly before his death,
criticised the duplicity and foolishness of the above decision of
the maximalist Central Council, in several polemical articles. He
pointed out that nowadays in ltaly there are only three political
teirdencies: Fascism, Relormism and Communism, and he asked
the leaders of the Maximalist party what was the real nwaning
of their “individual case™ policy. Does i, perchance mean that
in the Trade Union field the maximalist leaders reserve them-
seives the right for example, 10 co-operate with the Communists
in the Woodworkers' Union, with the Reformists in the Metal
workers’ Union and with the Fascists in the Printers’ Unioa,
or do they wish to interpret their decision i a territorial sense.
that is to sav, that they will work with.us in Turin, with the
Reformists in Miian and with the Fascists in Rome? Or does
the Maximalist Central Committee intend to make common cause
with the Communists in the question of high prices, to join
th2 Reformists 1n the parliamentary elections and to co-operate
with the Fascists in some other matter?

In spite of the ambiguity of the decision of the Maximalist
Party leaders, the Central of our It:lian Party has taken ad-
vantage of this decision to concretise <till further their United
From Campaign. The Trade Union Comminee of the C.P.L
on Apnl 23th addressed an open lelter 1o the Trades Union
Commitice oi the S.P. L in which it asked the laer to come
to an understanding with it in regard to the follewing concrete
demnands:

1. Campaign among the iree Trade Unions in order to

induce them 1o join the Anglo-Russian Comimittee, .

2. United Campaign for the entry of iurther working
masses o the free Trade Unions.

3. Joint eliorts 1o secure the leadesship of the Trade
Union Federation which is now in the hands of the Re
tornnsts,

4
VoS

Cthe

The sending of a Workers' Delegation to the
R

rade Union Commitize of the Maximalisy party tried
At st oo dshaw the ostrich poiicy. The pressure of its owi
suptost s however was so strong thar the Maximalist Trade
Umon Comminee, aiter a month’s silence, decided to  con-

descand o replys The chiel ponts of its answer were:

- 0ft
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I. In order to induce the iree Trade Unions to join
the Anglo-Russian Committee, we agree that our partisans
— without however fornming permanent joint committees —
make arrangements within every Union with your partisans,
so that they prevail upon the official representatives of the
Unions to join the said committee,

2. The Trade Union propoganda work must logically
be done separately by the individual Trade Union com-
mittees; each of them must work in this direction within

its ‘own sphere of influence.

3. We do not exclude the possibility of making mutusl

programnatical arrangements immediately before the con-
gresses of the individuai Trade Union or the Congress of
the Trade Union Federation, in order to wrest the leader-

ship from the Reformists.

4. As regards members of our party taking part in

Workers’ Delegations to Soviet Russia, we call attention to

the declaration of the Central Committee of our party, that

any participation on the part of our party cannot result

from pressure from ouwtside, but can only be on the basis

of obligations directly undertaken by the Central Committee.

As can b: clearly seen from this answer of the Maximalist
Trade Union Commtittee, the leaders are still endeavouring to
work against cur United Front €ampaign, and refrain from
adopting a definite attitude with regard to our clear and con-
crete demands. On the other hind the way in which they are
compelled to"wriggle shows that our straightforward and sincare
demands (which aim at rallying the united forces of the workers
against the fascist regime aud the tourgeoisie, and for this pur-
pose to destroy the influence of the reformist leaders in the
Trade Unions; have met with complete understanding among
the Maximalist workers, and also among the adherents of the
reformists and of the politically unorganised workers. all of
whom exercise a daily increasing pressure on their leaders. The
cancrete result of this success among the socialist youth is the
f(’{'ﬂntlon of a joint committee for the province of Milan, along
with our local youth organisation. This success proves the cor-
ectess of our policy and stimulates our Italian Party to go
forward on the same Tines with perseverance and still increased

energy.
THE YOUTH MOVEMENT

<

On the Report of the Executive Committee

of the Young Socialist International to th
Amsterdam Congress.

By Friedl Fiirnberg (Moscow).

During the last few days there was held in Amsterdam the
Ind Congress of the Young Socialist International. To this Con-
gress — which took place exactly three years after the founding
of the Y.8.1. — the Executive of the Y.S. L issued a writien
report.
When, three years ago, there took place the amalgamation
of the 2nd with the 2'> Youth Interpational, it was frum-
Peted forth throughout the world that a new champion had
ansan, s great international youth organisation, which would
grow and ‘which would overcome all its enemies. Today they
are singing a humbler tune. The report of the Fxcutive not
E"].V speaks of a lack of growth, but has to admit that there has
€ 4 considerzble joss of membership in most counfrics. Not
only in regard to the number of the membership, but in a whole
BUEDer of other questions the report is nothing else than a grast
AMmentation. i i

The Report is divided into two parts: the Repori of fhe
Excutive (signed by Erich Olenhauer) and the Reporis of the
Leagues, We must admit that the reports are all on a par: not
a2 of them roes bevond the Imits of a saci2i democraiic o-gani-
Sifion for dances and games. ,

Lo oreat the Gotieal Jess of membership is is not givea. Wie
will make good this omission. In the Report, the mumber of
members of the International is given as 202,000. In Octo-
1625 the “Sozialistische lugendinternationale” staicd th
membership fo be about 240,000. It follows from this that ihere
1 ian 2 ines ol about 40000 members, anite a gundh
Mumber. When it is remembered that this 202000 includes the

number -gainad from the affiliation of the Scandinavian orga-
nisations (about 12,000—13,000), then it is obvious that the
remaining  organisations must, in addition, }lave lost a coc-
responding number of members, so one arrives at the result
that, the Young Socialist International, according to its own
figures, has, after two years of strenuous work, lost 50,060 mzm-
bers, or almost a fourth of its members. As hcwever, the e:r-
lier and presemt figures are not correct, the loss actually
amounts to about one third of the organisation.

lhere is given as a reason for the loss of membership
the “difficult economic and political situation”. Thus, when
the working youth are experiencing bad times, when they are
compelled — whether they want to or not — to fight for their
economic interesis, then they must abandon the Y.S.I. There
could be no more open confession that the Y.S.L has no lon-
ger anything to do with the struggle of the working youth.
How otherwise could it have lost members precisely at a time

when the young workers are experiencing distress.
ne is compelled to laugh when one reads in this report

the following:

“We can state today without exaggeration, that the Young
Socialist international is at preseut the most effective and widely
embracing international organisation of the youth.”

ruly, an eflective organisation! It is a pity however that
it does not write anything about its achievements. Fhe asser-
tion that. it is an international organisation, and an all-em-
bracing one to boot, is not at all bad, when, in the same report
one can read nothing of the non-European counmtries, with the
exception of North America, while even with regard to such
an important country as France the report only states that a
commencenient has been made with the work and that in this
country, with a population of over 40 millions, the Iniernational
has only a thousand members (and even this figure js exaggc-
rated). In a great number of European countries there exist
no sections of the Y.S. 1. whatever. Thus in ltaly, which is by no
means a small country, the social democratic Youth [League
has been dissolved owing to decline of membership.

The social democratic youth organisations of the various
couniries have attempted and are attempting to check the decline
in tneir membership by concluding agreements with the various
proletarian organisaticns (trade unions, sport clubs, defence
organisations etc.), which grant them the sole right to organise
the youth in the organisations in question. Such agreements
have been concluded i Holland, Belgium and Austria. In other
countrizs they are being negotiated. The rerort shows that the
Y.S. 1. is everywhere trying to keep alive by means of these
agreetiteits.

It is quite evident that all these agreements are nof only
directed against the communists, but are also very injurious
to the working vouth, as-they render more difficult, and often
even impossible their fight for their interests.

These agreements however cannot prevent the final collapse
of the Y.S. 1.

The political activity of the various organisations has been
so great that it was unnecessary to report anything ahout if.
The political activity of the International was dealt wii" n 2
special section, in which it is stated at the same time tha{ the
International (aiter three years of existence) is at the commen-
cement of its political work. We believe that in spite of that
it will soon be at the end.

The report contains very little regarding economic strugg'es.

In the whole 130 pages there is nothing reported regarding am
success which has been won for the working youth against ca-
pitalism.
(nz szeks in vain in the report for anv onpasition to the
capitalist Sfates or any political attitude whatever. It contains
only ¢ politicsl slogan: light against the Soviet Union. i
the middic ol the report there suddenlv appears an article 5
Abramiovisch This man is certainly not a young worker, ner
does he write any report. The provocation of the [nteriatonal
against ts own members goes so far that this article is hevicld:
“is soviet Russia a proletarian State?”

It would be going bevond the Founds of this article 1w
deal with these eflusions of Abraniseitch, It is onty pecossary
@ that in thie whole of its 10 pages there 1s not a word

eoarding the vouth.

But not content with that, the report on Georgia s e.vn
woce voratrons. We do o s ok of the stuniding of claintny
SUCE v hers fn this covnirv, (No fienres as 1o menibershin
are given for Russiad. B the voporst comais the foliow i

™
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“During the revolt the youth took their place in the front
ranks of the fighters.”

They thus openly admit that their organisation fought with
weapon in hands against the country of the workers and pea-
sants. But there is something even better than that:

“It (the youth League) was in touch with the Youth
Leagues of other parties in order, at the given moment,
to be able to act together for the restoration of the inde-
pendent democratic Republic of Georgia.” :

And this is contained in the report of the International. The
Russian and Georgian working youth are not afraid of Abra-
:tcvitch and Kundadse, but the working vouth of the other
couniries must call the leaders of the Y. S. 1. to account for
satking in this way to organise the fight against the Soviet
Union.

If the Executive of the Y. S. I. writes that there exists no
rossibility in the near future of a temporary co-operation with
the Young Communist International, this is due to the fact
that it does not wish to fight. But the members of its organisa-
tions who are suffering the pressure of capitalism in the factories
and workshops, will, along with their class comrades in the
Young Communist International, take up the common fight for

their interests, in spite of all the executives and Congresses of
the YS. L

UNION OF SOVIET REPUBLICS.

The Fight against llliteracy in the Soviet
Union.
By St. Natonek (Moscow). '

On December 26th 1919, Lenin signed the decree according
to which evéery inhabitant of the Soviet Republics is Leund to
jearn to read and write either Russian or his own national
language. In 1920, the “Extraordinary Commission for the Li-
quidation of Illiteracy” was set up with the object of carrying
out this regulation. To-day the whole population of the Soviet
Republics is taking part in the work through the gigantic mass
organisation of the “League to Combat IMiteracy”. This league
had 244000 members in June 1924, 542,78C in January 1925,
and to-day the number of its members anounts to more than
1,700,000 ‘and is steadily growing. The Soviet authorities and
the whole porpulation take the most active share in this work
which, in view of the enormous cultural backwardness inherited
from Czarism, is a tremendous one. Apart from actual courses
of instruction, cinemas. theatres, lectures, exhibitions and wire-
less etc. are dispersing the dark ignorance in the villages; the
staifs of individual Soviet authorities, factories ¢tc. undertake to
care for the education of individual villages or districts through
the so-called Chief Institution; the publishing houses issue cheap
or free copies of primers which are transported free of charge
by the railways and shipping and are distributed free of charge
by the post. In the tight against illiteracy, the youth organisations
act as pioneers.

Unlortunately we have no exact statistical data as to the
results of this work of enlightenment in the villages where, after
all, the chief work is done. We have, however. reliable statistics
concerning the work among the trade union members.

In 1922 there were still about a million trade union members
who could neither read nor write. In 1925, this dreadiul spec-
tacle is no more to be seen. The following table gives informa-
tion as to the results of the work of education:

Percentage of Illiterates:
Trade Unions:

January 1422
Tand workers

May 1923

: 807, 1337
Minzers . o0, 14,07
Daver workers .. vy 427
- .

Euldding trade workers . 207 0,077
A\)\cm\ workers 147, 1.3,
E‘::\:l\-. avimen P (4 noie
st and telegraph workers . . 24

noine
;v‘“-,‘l,,'x)‘l“h)f the work amond trade union members can be
FId 1o dhe new elements which stream in from tiie villages.

The most important work is done by the Red Army. In this
army,” the percentage of illiterates amounted to 80% in 1918,
to 4% in 1924, to 1,4% in May 1924. To-day there is not a
single illiterate soldier in the Red Army and every individual
man is given careful %eneral political and military instruction.
Every year, masses ol peasant youths who know nothing of
reading and writing, stream from the villages into the red bar-
racks and, at the end of their military service, they return to
their village educated, and even as pioneers of the spread of
culture and the fight against illiteracy. :

Among the backward natiomalities, the work could only

‘be begun in 1923. This work meets with extraordinary dif-

ficulties, Whole districts came down to us trom Czarism, in
which no single person could read or write. Further, there were
up to that time, many languages which possessed no written
characters. In several languages, the first book appeared after
the Octaber revolution.

The active participation of the working masses themselves
in the work and the interest in enlightenment and culture shown
by the great masses are a guarantee that Lenin’s last will which
was that illiteracy should be abolished by the ienth anniversary

of the October revolution, will by that day be fulfilled, if not
completely, at least to a large extent.

THE WHITE TERROR

Against the Persecution of Spanish
Communists.

Moscow, June 6th 1926.

The Red International of Labour Unions has issued an
appeal to the workers of all countries calling upon them to
protest against the threatening condemmation by the Military
Court in Barcelona of six Spanish Communists, champions of
the Spanish trade union movement: Solis, Mzurin, Colome,
Rebul, Fremo and Rienzi who have already been in prison
for many months. They are threatened with prison sentences
from 15 to 25 years. In spite of the lack of evidence they will
be condemned if this is not prevented by the protest action
of the international proletariat. Organise protest meetings
against the repressions in Spain! Seng, telegrams of protest to
the government of Primo de Rivera! Let your voices be heard
by the representatives of this government in your countries!

Damand the immediate release of all arrested Spanish reyolu-
tionaries!

IN THE CAMP OF SOCIAL DEMOCRACY

The Party Conference of the Socialist

Party of France.
By F. Berlioz (Paris).

The French section of the Second International held its
ordinary Party Conference from the 23rd to 20th of May in
Clermont-Ferrand. This is the fourth National Party Conferene
¢i the French Socal Democrats since the beginning of 1023
fhese frequent party Conferences are rendered necessary as 2
result of the progressive collapse oif the Left Bloc which
emerged victorious from the elections of ilth May 1924, as
well as of the disillusionment of the electors. ’

In spite of the lact that the agenda did not provide for
2uy discussion on the general policy of the Party, the debate
on this question took up nearly the whole of the time of the
Conierence. Under the present conditions this could not be
otherwise: we are witnessing a gradual pushing aside of the
Leit Bloc in favour of a collaboration of the centre parties.
which are tending more and more to the Right, and also an
acute financial crisis which the government infend to solve

according to the dictates of the big bourgeoisie and of inter-
national finance.

a

All the speakers tfestificd that profound discontent and dis-
cauraging laxity prevail in the Socialist Party, as well as in
the country. The policy of suppotting the government has noi
brought any beneit 10 the workers, prasants, officials and petty



- e T T e AT — T

s e — L o

759

International Press Correspondence

No. 46

bourgeois who had helped the Left Bloc to power. More than
that. the parliamentary system is discredited. The Socn'a]1§l
Party which is before all an electoral organisation, cannot sutmit
such a balance sheet to its electors. The terrifying spectre of
the “lost period of legislation” dominates the mood of the
social democratic leaders. It is necessary to escape out of the
blind alley in which the Party finds itself and to attempt to
smarten up the Party somewhat.

These circumstantces have led to the formation ol divergent
tendencies in the French social democracy: the Renaudel Group
which ‘mainly consists of the old supporters of Jaur#s, was
at first in favour of participation in the govermment, but since
the condemmation of this participation by the Party Con-
ference at Japy in August 1925 it advocates unconditional
support of the government. The Centre is endeavouring to
avord respomsibility for the collapse of the Leit Bloc . policy
and, after the overthrow of Herriot in April 1925, imposed
upon the Party a policy oscillating between support and oppo-
siion. Finally, under the pressure of the proletarian elements
of the Party, which are stromg in the Federations of the
Nord, Pas de Calais, Seine, Hzute-Viemnme etc., a Left was
lormed which will only agree to a pure socialist government,
but within the frame of the capitalist regime.

The victories of the Centre in August 1925 and in January
1926 only increased the troubles of the constantly vacillating
Party. There were continual fights Letween the Central Com-
mittee dominated by the Centrists Bracke, Compére Morci,
Longuet, Paul Faure efc. and the parliamentary fraction in which
the Renaude! group dominated. .

It was hoped that the Party Conference of Clermont-Ferrand
would again restore the shaken prestige of the Party. Among
the delegates it was the old parliamentarians, who have no
comact with the working class, who had the most to say,
whilst the few workers among the delegates spoke very seidom
and could hardly obtain a hearing. Not a word was uttered
regarding the increasing misery of the proletarians, the wages
Struggles which are taking place in the whole of France or
regarding the fascists threats. The only thing the Conference
:{:ls lqancerned about was to find a way out of the parliamentary
iluation,

. The Renaudel group is still thinking of a new Herriot
Rlln]sp—y, which, even if the Socialists are not allawed to
Participate in it, will at least be supported by them under ail
trcumstances. The Right condemned Briand who, by his hypo-
tritcal manoeuvres, destroyed the Left Bloc and whom they
wish to see replaced by a Left Ministry with socialist support.

The Centre, composed of various undercurrents, is against
any permanent alliance with the Right, and in its very empha-
tcal demand for independence finds the desired pretext for
ercely combating the united front of the Communist Party.

With this apparent strict regard for principles the Socialist
Party hopes that the masses will forget the recent past and
will still ‘give it credit. It hopes by this means to become at
ke next election the strongest parliamentary fraction and to
te able to fake over the government.

_The resolution adopted at the Party Conference by a huge
Maority (2249 votes against 166 of the Lelt and 685 abstentions
from the Right) is opposed to organic co-operation with any
government or Party, but povides for elastic support of “any
§overnment which fights reaction and at the same time works
% restore the economic and financial situation without over-
burdening the .workers in an unjustifiable manner”. The opposi-
Uon to Briand must be “neither systematic nor demagogic”, and
My be expressed in the form of abstention from voting. The
‘esolution condemns in the most emphatic manner the united
front a5 ag “bolshevist manceuvre for splitting the forces of
e workers”. )

The Party Conference showed itself to be wonderfully in-
dulgent towards the breaches of discipline on the part of the
Right, but terribly strict fowards the small Left minority under
the leadership of Maurin, which very timidly and with great
‘oufusion advocated occasional approchement of the SQClallSt
Party 1o the Communist Party, and thus for the first time at
2 Party Conlerence of the French socialists provoked a great
debate on the question of the united front. :

The vote on the resolution of the Centre gave rise to
vely incidents, The Right refused to take part in the Party
leadership, but it can be assumed that, although still further

Motion between the Party leadership and the Party fraction s

to be expected, mutual toncessions will render possible the
maintepance of the united front against the threat of Com-

munism,

The attitude of the Right is determined by the desire to
obtain the support of the middle class and of the peasaniry
and thus to enter into the heritage of the collapsing Radical

Party. The overwhelming majority of the Party, however, is

‘driven by the fear that the disappointed workers may go over

to the Communist Party.
The Secialist Party has now over 110,000 members, among

them being 20,000 which it obtained since January 1926, In
such industrial districts as the departments of Nord and Pas
de Calais it numbers 18,000 paying members. It thus enjoys
the support of many workers, and it is one of the tasks of
the Communist Party to see that the workers who are turning
away from the Socialist Party find their way to Communism.

As regards the Party Conference two jurther points are
worth mentioning. The attitude of Paul Boncour in the League
of Nations as the agent of Briand was strongly criticised, but
nevertheless more from demagogic reasons, with on eye to
the indignant workers than from genuine repugnance for the
League of Nations and against the general policy followed by
Paul Boncour. Regarding colomial policy which was one of
the items of the agenda, no resolution was submitied to the
Conference. But all the delegates who spoke on this question
admired the civilising work of capitalist colonisation and merely
demanded that it should be accompanied by “democratic gua-

rantees”.
From such a “resurrected” Socialist Party the bourgeoisie

has really nothing to fear.

THE CO-OPERRTIVE MOVEMENT

The Antwerp Session of the Executive
Committee of the International Co-operative

Alliance.
By L. Chinchuk (Moscow).

At the last session of the Executive Committee of the Inter-
national Co-operative Alliance, which came to an end on May
2nd, the following questions in dispute were ou the agenda
and called forth lLively discussions.

Firstly the question of May 1st and the strike ot the
British miners; secondly the economic conference of the League
of Nations; thirdly the fight against the destruction of the
Co-operatives by the Fascists in Italy; fourthly the parallel
drawn between Fascism and Bolshevismi by the General Se-
cretary May; fifthly the International Co-operative Day and its
slogans; sixthly the revision of the regulation and the agenda
of the Co-operative Conference in Stockholm®

§ 7 of the statutes deals with the neutrality of the Co-
operztive Alliance and under the pretext of neutrality, all action
:n common with any other form of the Labour mwovement of
a trade union or political nature, is rejected. The imterests
of the Co-operative Alliance, however. as well as those of the
whole Labour movement demand common action.

At the opening of the Conference of the Alliance on May Ist,
I proposed a resolution emphasising the necessity of the
Alliance taking part in the street demonstrations at the May
celebrations and sending representatives to the workers’ mee-
iings in Antwerp in order to express the solidarity of the Con-
ference with the Belgian working class. As the co-operativ:
mevement in Belgium is part of the general Labour move-
ment, this expression of solidarity has special significance in
that coumry.

I proposed another resolution to the following effect.

“The Co-operatives of the Soviet Union are following
with intense interest the gigantic and difficult fight of the

British miners against the mine owners and express their

willingness to give evidence of their sympathies for the

workers in their struggle by sending material help. 1

propose to the Alliance to help the British miners by appea-

ling to all the national co-operative orgamisations asking
them to give material and moral support to the miners.”

The resolutions proposed by me led to passicnute debates.
The majority even declined the mere discussion of these pro-

)

-
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posais for purely formal reasons. entrenching themselves be-
nind § 7 of the staiutes which foibids any inierierence in politi-
cal lile. The minority protested against an interpretation of
this kind, but the chairman closed the debate arbitrarily, so
that the Alliance did not express its point of view with regard
to either the 1st of May or the struggle of the British miners.

Great debates also raged round the economic conference of
the League of Nations. 1ne Alliance considered it necessary io
take a atrect share in the work of the Conference. As, howzver,
no organisatnons but individually elected persons took part,
amongst them three co-operators (Erme — Sweden, Emmy
Freundlich -- Austria, and Chinchuk — Soviet Union), it was
resolved to receive an iniormative report from the represen-
tatives of the co-operatives at the next session of the Executive
Comunittee of the Co-operative Alliance.

In dealing with the question ol the position of the co-
operatives in ttaly, the proposals of May, the General Secretary
ol the Alliance were accepted as a basis; they suggested that.
in piace of the National League of Co-operatives which had
been suspended, a special bureau of the Alliance should be
created in Italy at the head of which should be. placed the
formzr chairman of the suspended League, material and imoral
help being granted to him. I pointed out that Fascism rages
not only in ltaly and not only against the co-operative organi-
saiions, and that the co-operative, trade union and political
organisations should carry on a fight against it in common.

Apart from this, 1 raised a vehament protest agaius
the parallel between Fascism and Bulshevism, drawn by May,
the UGeneral Secreiary, in the “Bulletin”. The comparison which
in iscif is umntenable, is absolutely inadniissible when it is
made by an official personality and in the ofiicial organ of the
Alliance. Kaulmann — Germany, Poisson France, Lustig —
Czechoslovakia, Servy — Belgium and others took part in the
debate, the first taking May's point of view.

In th> question of the manifesto for International Co-
operative Day, it transpired that the dralt contained no single
word on the struggle lor peace nor any slogan whatever which
might rouse the interest of the broazd masses of the people.
In spite of these delects, the manifesio was not altered.

A lively debate was called forth by the proposal of the
Centrosojus, read by Mayv, that two qistiens should be placea
on the agenda of the coming Co-operztive Congress: “The Co-
operatives as defenders o! the condumers’ interests” and “The
Co-operatives in the strugglie agzinst trusts and concerns.”

This proposal was supported by Thomas Allen — Greal
Britain and Poisson — Franuce, oppsed by Kauimann Germany
and finaily handed over to the Central Comumittee of the Alliance.

Fiuaily therz were great discussions on the guestion of the
statittes in the section regarding changes in the representation
of the various countries in the C. C. ot the Alliance. A number
of suvakers insisicd on the necessity of regarding the Soviel
Unicn as a single country which was entitled 19 b2 represented
by the usual seven members in the Ceatral Commitiee. I de-
icndod the rights of the co-operative ovganisatious of the inde-
pencent Republics of the Soviet Union and pointed to the
nceessity of taking as a basis for represeniziion, ot the measure
ol the contribution as has hitherto btoen the case, but the
membersiin of the organisations and ithe amount of their
turnover. I was supjoried by Poisson, Servy, Lustig and Suter

Switzerlard, who prososed that, for countries of a federal
tepe. the number of representatives in the Central Commiiter
should be raised 1o fourteen. Neveriheless this proposal was
reiccted by five votes against five, 1 reserved the right to protest
against this res) onoin the Central Comemitee.

D anrustor

Printers:

ser and responsible Fditor: Dr. Joh.ires Wertheim, Vieuna. VIIL. Alberigasse 26.

“Fibemuhl”. Vieana. I1X.. Berggase 31.

The chairman, on the strength of § 7, refused to admit
discussion of a proposal of the Independent Labour .Party of
Great Britain with regard to calling a joint conference of the
trade unions, co-operatives and Socialist parties ‘with a view to
t,akinﬁ measures against war.

- Although our proposals were rejected in Antwerp, this con-
ference is nevertheless of great significance for the inter-
national co-operative movement. -Whereas in the past our re-
presentative was the only one to vote for our proposals, or
at the best, with the support of Czecho-Slovakia, we got so
far this time as fo cttain as .many as half ‘the votes, our
proposals thus being rejected with a parity of votes.

We must coniinue to follow the path we have chosen,
firmly and unflinchingly.

OBITUARY

Joseph Tommasi. I
e
By A. Nin

On the 20th May last there died in Moscow our Comrade
joseph Tommasi, after a brief but painful illness. Comrade
Tommasi was born in Paris on 26th July 1886. The whole oI
his short life was devoted to the Labour Movement. In the
year 1904. when he was scarcely eighteen years of age, he
entered the French Socialist Party. After the war he was on.
of the most eager and active advocates of the affiliation o1
the French Socialist Party to the Third International, and after
the split which took place in the party at the Party Conlference
of Tours in 1920, he unhesitatingly identified himself with the
majority of the party which had decided to transform the So-
cialist Party into a Communist Party.

In the ranks of the Communist Party of France, Comrade
Tommasi proved himseli to be an equally devoted and active
worker as he had been formerly in the ranks of the Socialis
Party. e was an excellent speaker who understocd the ways
of thought of the French proletarian better than anybody. He
silled a numoer of responsitie positions in the Party; he wa
4 member of the Central Committee and of the Political Bureau
of the Party, Party Secretary and Delegate to the Fourth Con-
gress of the Comintern, but the centre of his activity lay m
the trad: unon movc.nent .

As Secretary of the Trade Union Federation of the Seinc
Department, which includes Paris, he " conducted, before the
split in the C. G. T. a tremendous amount ol work 1
organising the workers of Paris, and took an acuve share :n
orzanising the revolutionary minorities within the reformis!
C. G. T. As representetive of the revolutionary Minoritics,
comrade Tommasi took part in the first Congress of the Red
International of Labour Unions, at which he plaved a prominets
role. ) .

As at that time svndicalist prejudices still prevailed in
the French trade union movement, Comrade Tommasi wis
ohliged to give up his position as Secretary of the Trade Union
Federation of the Scine Denartment. But richt up to the end;
of his life he never ceased io light actively in the ranks oi
the French proletariat. »

Those who iought along with him in the struggle wi!
never forget this Communist, this splendid and de\’m':d_ conl-
rade. who was able to impart to others his revoluionar’
enthusizam and his unshabeable belief in th2 working class.
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