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. For more than three weeks a million British miners have
codengaced inoa fight. During the first ten days millions ol
‘(‘h?r workers fought along with them, and the miners received
e support of the whole of the organised proletariat of Great
‘ltain. After the Cieneral Council betrayed them, the miners
mained alone in the struggle against the mineowiers and
e infuriated bourgeoisie. )

The General Council, as is known, has capitulated, without
‘< consulting the miners. The panic however, which set n
‘mong the trade unions immediately aiter the cipitulation has

"1 extended (o the miners. The mirners are remaimntg unshaken
:“\Ihe:r_ posts and are continuing the strugzle, mnoa Jess favou-
“Jle situation but with such elan, with such determination and
,‘f'rh such a belief in victory that the joy of the I'ngiish bour-
fT"“e over the victory over the General Council has been
“lowed by a bitter after-taste. The miners are holding wna-
T 10 their standpoint: not a penny less, not a minute more.
i e (eneral Council. as is known, in its shamelul capitu.
e , fotonly clung to the coat-fails ol Baldwin buf also 1o
\w.édemorandum of Sir Herbert Samuel. This memarandnm
g 10 demoralise the leading upper strata of the frade
. ‘™. This trial balloon of Samuel did not contain anything
it l:;"“ﬂafi according to its proposals everything would be
boarg: the decxsnon‘oi the “neutral” chatiman the w e
reople nf}:IVertheless it was hailed with great triumph by those
e "‘fU:o(:. were only seeking a preiext in order to abanion
=1 S
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The British Miners Holding Out!

By A. Lozovsky.

When, after the capitulation. of the General Council, the
Miners’ Federation asked the government, how the proposal
ol Sir Herbert Samuel was to be interpreted. they received
from the Prime Minister the reply that the Samuel Memorandum
did not bear any oilicial character, and that if the miners had
accepted it-under the impression that the government would J»
the same, an extremely difficult situation for all imterested par-
ties would arise. :

Baldwin has again carried out a clever manoeuvre. When
it was a question of creating even greater demoralisation among
the already demoralised upper section of the trade unions. he
put forward Sir tHerbert samuel and s memoranduan as @
feeler. The latter dignitary, who “stands above the classes”,
declared that he only spoke in his own name. but gave the
lzaders to understand that this declaration had only a purely
formal character and that the government natursllv. held his
standpoint. When the General Council caled ofi ithe strike the

government openly declared that thev had nothing whatever (o
Jo with the atiemipt of Sir Herbert Samuel, although the latter
was Chairman of the Coal Commission.

All the complicated proposals, both of the government and
also of the mineowners, regarding the question of setthng the
conflict in the mining industry, rotate round one axis. reduction
of wages and lengthening of the working dayv. I'he miners will
neither agree to the one nor the other, and are deterriined to hold
aut even if they to remain on strike for months. This is no idle
boasting on the part of the Fngilsh miners. They have alrcad)
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proved their fighting capacity and endurance, and not only the
working class but the bourgeoisie also know that the miners
are not in the habit of making play with empiy words, but
when they say that they will light, they fight to the end.

The miners who in the year 1921 fought for thirteen weeks
are now faced with the prospect of an even longer strike. Why?
Because wages have reached their lowest possible level; a
jurther reduction of wages would place them or the level ol
paupers. Things cannot go any further. ‘T his is how the position
is regarded by the leaders and the simple lighiing miners.
That the fight will be a long drawn out and bitter one 1s already
10 be seen froin the very fact that the miners have held out
alter tne capitulation of the General Council.

What are the General Council now doing in view of the
cominued struggle of the miners? What 1s their standpoim?
They are now engaged in complaining aguinst Baldwin, they
are “exposing” the insincerity and disloyalty of the English
Cabinet. Their main occupation consists however, in the attempt
to wash themselves clean in the eyes of the working masses.
They do not believe in supporting the striking miners nor in
rallying the hundreds of thousands of workers who hive been
thrown on to the street. They are all worrying their heads
over tire single question: how they can represent the capitulation
and the grovelling as an honourable “compromise”, how they
can disguise the naked, umnadorned truth with smooth words.
T'he General Council now intends to convene a Conierence ol
the Union Executives in order to explain the motives leading
to the capitulation. But why did they not convene ihis Coun-
ference before the capitulation? Obviously thev had no time.
they had to hasten t¢ Baidwin and, as a token ol respect and
ol loyalty. present him with the calling ofi of the general strike.

Certain members of the General Council are now issuing
appeals in which they seek to encourage themselves. Thus
George Hicks, Ben Tillet and A. B. Swales hive published a
declaration in which they expose the government which “endea-
voured to misrepresent the logical meaning ol our act as being
one of surrender” and characterise the government comments
on the acts of the General Council as “meanly talse” and a
“cowardly travesty of the truth”. We beiieve thiat the authors
of this declaration are mistaken: the government estimates the
situation more correctly than the Generai Council. 1t would be
faise if one were 10 represent the matter as if there had been
no canitulation and that nothing had changed aiter the negotiations
between the General Council and Baldwin.

Moreover, the declaration of these three members of the
General Council is incorrect when it states that the “stupid
insistence of the emplovers to force an admission of wrongful
acts was more a sign ol their weakness than of ours™. That 1s a
false and dangerous illusion. The employers have succeeded in
compeliing a number of trade unions to admit that their actions
were wrong and to promise not to take part in any solidariiy
stoke in the tuture. There exists no reason for wishing to
hide this sad truth by empty words. Oue must hove the cou-
rage o say to the workers that the capitulation of the General
Council, the abandonment of the iight without a serious and
tenacious struggle rendered possible a magnificent victory lor
the bourgeoisie. It will not helps the workers in any way when
the mohers of the Gieneral Council declare the defeat 10 be a
victory.

In adiition to this attempts are being made to justify the
General Council and their tactics. “Lelt” leaders have alreadv
been founid who appealed to the workers not to criticise those
responsible for the defeat.

Lansbury wrote an article in the “Sunday Worker” in
which, no doubt from honest motives. he appealed to the wor-
kers to forget all and to forgive all

Forget what? That the strike v.us calied i by the General
Council? Can the miilions of workers Yoreat this fact? Should
thev forget it? 1 they forget it now. the same storv will be
repeated on the next occasion. '

Pardon? Whom? Thomas. MacDonald. tienderson and
those “Left” members of the Ceneral Counci! who went with
Thomas? 1f thev are forgiven what cuaraniee will there be
that they will not once again repcat this shamefe!l comedy? We
Jdo not believe that the slocan of a general pardon will find
much svmpathy among the British workers. We do not believe
that the slogan “toveet anl forvive™ can =olve the questions
which are now  acvitning the working meswe. of England.
Woe to the Enghsh workars if thev iorget what happened

during the General strike and forgive tiinse people who led
their army of millions to defeat.

|
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We will see how the British workers wiil reply to Lans-
bury’s sermon. Let him deliver his sermon 10 the iniiers, he
will then learn how the workers appreciate his christian exhoi-
tation. The miners did not believe for a moment in the pro-
mises of Baldwin. They knew the value ol ail the machinations
of 3ir Herbert Samuel.

The miners are holding out after the cagituiauon. They
are manfully and determinedly carrying on the Yight and, with
the help of the international proletariat and ot the advanced

section of the British working class, will carry it on to a
victorious conclusion.

Solidarity Action in the Soviet Union for
the British Miners.

Moscow. 23th May 1026.
T'he Sccretary of the Central Council of the Labour Unions
of the U. S. S. R, Dogadov in an interview to the press coun-
cerining the action of support for the British miners which s

Luing conducted in the Soviet Union deciared the following:
The General Strike and the miners lock-out in Great Bri-
tain caused the greatest interest and enthusiasmi amongst the
working class of the Soviet Union. The Central Council of
Labour Unions decided, together with the Central Commiiteos
ol the various labour unions. to contribuic a quarter of a day'’s
wages to the funds for the striking workers. A conmmission was
electzd and instructed to take the necessary sums, according
to need, from the trade union reserve funds and from other
resotirces of the unions in order to assist the British workers
as quickly as possible. In actual fact however, the workers
very often decided to give a half dav's wages. According
temiporary and conservative estiniates we shall be suceessful in

collecting 3 million roubles in the whale of the Soviet Union.
Whan the struggle in Great Britain was in full foree
the Central Council of Labour Unions weas of the o>inion th:i
inmedinte help was necessary, and its Presidium decided on the
5th May to send the General Council of the British Trades
Union Congress 250,000 roudes as a first instalment of ihe
coming collections. Shortly afierwards it was decided to send
another two milhon Roubles from the resources of the Centrai
Council and the Central Conunittees of the Soviei Labour
Unious. The most active representatives of the British bon -
georsie who were already excited enough through the sirhe
itsell issued statements concerning “Russian money’. “Russ
agitators” =tc. in order to discredit the stoike and at the sun:
time to aimi a blow at the workers of the Soviet Union 10
daring to support the British workers. The letter of Toweed, the
chiiriman of the British Association of Creditors of Russa
witich published in the “Times” and in a number o
other followed the same aims and declared that :h.
money which was sent to the General Council was taken irom
British credit. Twezd's countention is based on the fact that e
financial report of the Central Council shows that it was il
o possession ol any such sum as was sent to the Genuial
Council. Recently the Central Council has in any case n
issued any financial report. The labour unions are howe.er
strong enough to send assistance quickly to the striking Britsh
workers without having to call in the heip of the credits. "¢
general tinancial situation of the Labour unions of the U. S >\
is no cecret for the foreign trade union organisations wh .

receive the information bulletin of the Central Cowncil ot e
Russian Labour Unions.

was
papers

At the same time Dogadov gave the press jeprasmtat S
information about the siate of the treasur: oi the Cen'.l
Council and the Central Commitiees of the Litour Un.ois of
dhe U. S. 8. R. On the 6th Mav 1020 the Lok accomu of
the Central Council showed 1520300 Roubles 10 the good, i
the Tst April it was 5300001 roubles. Crpaiderable funds w-
longing to the provincial departmern s ave o ineluied,
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Napoleon IV.

By Karl Radek.
Moscow, 27ih May 1920.

Ihe telegrams regarding the first steps of the “dictator’
Pilsudski and of the government set up him make sn impression
upon the reader as if, by some chance, in 1he radio reports
regarding the English strike, couplets out of an ojpereuna or
a Café Chantant had been sandwiched in.

Pilsudski arranged a military mutiny, for several days
fought against the goyernment troops i the streets of Warsaw,
destroved the Junker school and forced the I’resident of the Repu-
blic, along with the Prime Minister. to escape over the railings
oi the governmant residence. And now, alter such an application
of constitutional measures, Pilsudski declares: I am being urged
o become dictator, but all my life 1 have never loved and
1espected anything so much as constitutiomnalism.

In an interview with some journalists he declared that
e was faced with the dilemma, either to proclaim the dictator-
ship as had been demanded of him, or to atfempt io legalise
th: accomplished fact. Out of pedagogic considerations he had
chosen the second course: he wishes to teach Poland to leave
everything to one man. On the 31st of May he would convoke
the National Assembly i. e. the joint session of the Senate and
the Sejm which would have to elect the President’). He will,
as becomes a good democrat, guarantee the inviolability of this
assembly.
~There is no doubt that people will be found who look for
2 hidden motive in the actious of Pilsudski: Pilsudski, they will say.
wishes once again to demonstrate the incapacity of the Natio-
nal Assembly to save the country; al! the anti-dictatortal decla-
rations of Pilsudski are empty gestures which are only’ intended
‘0 result in his being implored to take over the dictatorship.
it is not impossible that the plan of the political advisers of
Pilsudski is of this character, but it 1s more probubie that we
it dealing here with a typical. political absurdity on the part
of this hero of our time. What can betier characterise him
‘han the declaration which his adjutant gave to the represen-
“anves of the foreign press:

“Social causes did not unieriie
by Pitsudski; the Marshall considers the overthrow of the
Witos government not as politics, but solely as an act for
saving the honour of the country. He stands on the basis
of absolute legality; he did not aim at revolution. he did
ot know where his action would lead to. He marched
mo Warsaw with a band, and it was not he who gave the
st command to fire.”

In these weeping, groaning, asseitions there is revealed
only the illiteracy of the adjutant. but Pilsudski himsell.

. He embcdies in himseli not the idea of the fight against
we class of big landowners and against clericalism, whose
*hains the Polish people have not yet throvn off. Neither does
i2 emdody the idea of the fight of the conrageous Polish prole-
<riat for Socialism. nor the idea of the fight of the Polish beur-
Yeaisie against Socialism. What then does he represeii?

He represents the necessity of some sort of historical heri-
age, O‘f some sort of historical legend withaut which the bour-
%S Mate carnot exist. The English have the legend of being
e bearers of peace and civilisation. The French live on the
“gend of the “Great Nation”. The Germans point to their great
Mustrial role. All these legends have a certain basis in fact,
Vhat legend however could the Polish bonrgemsie alopt?

. »Dl.m'“g the partition of P'oland DPolish idealisin created the
Octiel in the future of Poland from its suilerings. And the best
*ople of the Polish nobility fought cn the barricades of ail
* tevolutions in Europe. But over fifty years have clapsed
ice that time; the Polish bourgeoisie canr no longer pomt {o
“e fact that General Vrublevski ought in the ranks of the Paris

the niovemeni begun

s

\ ") Since the above was written the mceting of the Nutional
\“embly has been held. at which Pilsudski as electzd as
\;Fmdem with 292 votes against 193 received by Bninski.
"er the closing of the National Assembly DPilsudski made a
‘fiften statement in which he declared that he wounld not
et elction. Ed.

Communards against the froops of Versailles, for the Polish

bourgeoisie has received its State from the hands of Versailles.
But the legend of the constancy 1o the fight for ind:pendence is
necessary. As its incarnation there appears on the scene of
history. Marshall Palsudski, the last Mohican of Polisk roman-

ticism.

That which was his tragedy and which led to his bankruptcy
in 1905. that which drove him to swear allegiance to the Em-
peror of Austria, the fact that no living class of capitalist Poland
fought for independence, serves him now as a pedestal. ie has
the monopoly of the title of fighter for the independence of his
country. He is. so to speak, the ouly man among the whole
people who had conducted the fight for its independence. Who
can help making a hero of him? All the poets have set to
work and made hin a hero. Foland which was not created
on the basis of the fighi of the ciisses, but which sprang up
like a spark from the ruins of the Tsarist and of the German
Empires, required a natioinal emblem, and for this only Pil-
sudski was available.

But there is nothing more annoying for a hero than when
he does not meet his death mounted on a war hourse, but has
te sit behind a broken down nag on a dung cart. Pilsudski
made out of the realistic profession of the solicier a new and
enlarged edition of the legend of the knightly sword. After the
took the leadership of the State out of the hands of the comn-
promising government of the workers and peasants in 1918,
he handed power over to the bourgeoisie in order to refain
the army for himself. He did not realise that a democratic army
is impossible if the State is reactionary. And when the Polish
bourgeoisie were convinced that they no longer required the
legend of Pilsudski as a bulwark to protect them against the
demands of the mass of the people. they threw him out of the
army and proceeded to purge it of all democratic and revo-

lutionary elements.
The incapacity of the Polish bourgeoisie to overcome the
~conomic and political difficulties, created tremendous disconent
among the broad masses. Dilsudski was able 1o get a portion
of the army into his hands. but he would onlv be able to
retain them if he also got the State into his hands. For this
purpose one must have the support of the masses of the people.
When the Wthijte Russian soldiers proceeded to the bavonet
wisck againsg the junhers who guarded the Belvedere, they
cried out: “Down with the Pars!™ It was not the legend of the
wvizard Pisudski who had created the country nut of nothing,
that drove them to the struggle. but class hostility. But Pil-
sudski has nore of this hostility against the bourgeoisie and
against the big landcwners. He therefore does not know what
to do. Theorein-e he today arranges a fight over Warsaw and
tomorrow he calls upon those who have fought against each

other. to show mutual love.
The dictator Pilsudski is'a joke of world history. lokes

however. do not last I1dng. In History there have been fools on
the throne, for even a fool can inherit a crown if he has onlv
beenn born in a royal bed. But the Cromwells and Napoleors
oniv come into the world in great historical struogles as {h2
hearers of the will of great classes. But a great class does not
place the dicfator's mantle on the shonlders of a taol.

Second Phase of the Fight against the
Robber-Campaign of the German Ex-
Princes.

By P. R. Dietrich (Berlin).

The movement in support of the expropriation of the former
Royal Houses without compensation. which was initiated and
led both politically and organisationally by the Communist
i‘arty, 1s now entering its second stage. The Government has
Fxed for June 20th the plebisciie concerning the Bill introduced
by the German Comununist Party and the German Socialist
Party.

According to the law regulating plebiscites, 50 of the
votes cast in the preceding election of the Reichstag must be
coslin favour of the Bili in order that it may become law.
This means 20 million votes. Even the reactionary ['ress admiis
the possibility of this number being registered.

The recagnition of this eventuaii's has called forth a large-
scale counter-oflensive on the part of the Monarchist parfies
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and associations against the plebiscite. The monarchist parties
proclaim a ruthless terrorism against the ballot and are pre-
paring a coup d’Etat o prevent by means of violence the
carrying out of the expropriation of the nobihiy. The chiel
role in the counter-action is being played by the United Father-
i d League, which is the general organisation embracing all
legal and illegal Fascist organisations and which s siprorted
b e German Natonalists and the German People’s Party. In
the sang front with this oiganisation is the Government itseli,
at the head of which is the leader of the Centre Party, Marx,
who was put up by the “Republican Parties” in opposition to
Hindenburg as candidate in. the presidential election Murx. the
prototype ol a thorough-paced Central Jesuit, recently declared
in a Government proclamation in the Reichstag that the funda.
mental attitude of the Governmment to the Bill concerning the
w1 ompensated expropriation of the Princes upon which a ple-
biscite was to be held, would in no way be aifected by the change
in the Government. This means that the Cabinet. witir the
“Repubiican”™ Marx at its head. is just as inuch opposed to the
nnoompensated expropriation of the Princes as was the Cabiney
foruted by the Monarchist Luther, and that 1t will endeavour.
in conjunction with the reactionary parties and organisations,
to prevent its execution. Stresemann has recently coubivinea tiis
statement  unequivocally. He declared to a comterence of the
P’ress that should the Bill be accepted. no government wuti
be founii to put the law into effect.

This declaration of the German Chanceilor indicates the
attitude of the Centre in regard to the plebiscite. In an othcial
resolution of the party council and ihe Reichstag tracusn ol the
Centre, the party leaders have aeciived against the plebisciie
in oprosition t¢ the workers supporting the Centie. by means
of a resolution of the party council the Democratic Party as
left 11s members free to vote as they wish m the plebiscite. This
ressatan s attrisutable to the constunthy sncreas g opposition
of the Democratic voters and. more especially, 10 pressure
irom the Deniocratic Youth organisaiions.

"h: Sgcial-Democratic Party i cutesmg into the fight for
the plebiscite with very mixed feelings. It was onlv under strong
prossuce from the Social-Democratic workers that the Tocial-
Dentocratic leaders were compelled to add their supnort to the
referendum. Tiev did everything in their power to sabotage the
creation ol a proletarian united front against the predatory
aims of the princes and the threatened Moenarchist reaction.

W els, Miiller, Scheidemann and Dittmaun wouid have much
preferred a solution in the form ol a compremise with the
bourgeors parties. They are fully aware that the tight for the
unconipensated expropriation of the princes i~ at the same
time a stubborn fight agamst the monuichiist parties as well as
against the Peonle’s Party and the Cenmtve. Such o dight is by
no means welceme to the Social Democratic lesders because
it endangers the prospects ol the big coalition T which e
are working. That the Social Democratic leaders have no desive
to jeopardise their refations with the so-called “middie parties™
i. e. the present government parties. is further proved by
heir attitude to the Marx Cabinet. Although Mars has declarel
st to be a pronsunced opponent ol expropriation withow
ympensation, although he has stated that the Mag decree of
May 0th. by which the monarchist flag was again adopted and
which led (o the 1all ot the Monarchist chancelior Luther, will
remain unrescinded. although the Alarx Cabinet conunues the
Luther Government's home policy against the workers — the
foreign policy need not be mentioned, in this regard for the
Sovial-Democrats laud the policy of Stresemann as the result
W their “socialistic foreign policy™ -- the Social-Democratic
Richstag fraction. together with the bourgeois parties, supported
th vote of conlidence in favour of the Marx Cabinet. By sup-
portng the vote of confidence and opposing the Communisis’
no-ccundence  motion, the German Socialist Party granied a
lese o hile to the Marx Cabinet and, therefore. is responsiile
to the whole o the working class in Germany for the policy
1 this Cabinet,

lrom this attitude of the Social-Democratic Party it s
vident that thev will not nght seriously tor the uncompen-
ced expropricuion of the prigces, eitier now in the caupign
v cbuacite or later tor the execution of the law, when,
seroa successiul plebiscite, the Government and the presideni

e 1o put g mto oreration.
Cwill be seen that the Commumist Party, is the onlyv party
Ach s exerting the whole of its power for the cariving ou
the referendum.  Severai proletarian organisations  have

M.
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ranged themseives alongside the Party, and at the head of these
there is the Red iront iighters League, which in the campaign
for the referendum worked with the Party as leader and sup-
poriers of the mass movement which should culminate in the
plebiscite.

the fight for the uncompensated expopriation  of  the
princzs which s being conducted by the Commumist Party is
steadily developing into a fight lor power betwecn the bour
geoisie and the working-class. The opposing fronts in this
struggle are verv clearly detined. On the one side there are
gathered under the leadership of the German Communist Paits
the working-class  and  nuilions ol impovershed petty bour-
geois and smiall peasants; on the other side, the whole of the
bourgeoisie trom the industrial magnates of the Rhine and the
junkers of the Elbe to the Liberal traders. The developmen
of the plebiscite movement up to the present is a classic
example which in the course ol the fight for the plcbiscite wili
make 1t comyprehensible 10 every single worker wiat cevery
struggie ol the working-class commenced on (e Lasis of peiwsy
bourgeois democcracy must of necessity become a ievolciloaary
battle which will burst the framework of democracy, when it
thireaiens the class interests of the bourgeoisie. ‘he bour
gesisie and their Government have declared the plebiscite to Le
incompativle with the constitution. In spite of this, iire plebiscite
1s° being carried out upon the basis ol the constiiunion; this
means that. il the plebiscite is successiul. a preiext is furnished
for the sirengihiening and further extension ol the coup d'liu
policy of the wiunarchists and big capualists; 1l on the othier
hand. 1the plebiscite fails, petty  bourgenis democracy  woulid
be forced to capitulate ~till more, while the oftensive oi reaction
sraanst he workog class would be intensilied.

The Conmnunist Party is not permitting the German wor-
ing-cizss o cherish oany illusion that a numerical victory in
the plebiscite would be anv guarantee for its being carriet
out, and insists that this is only possible through revolutio-
nary methods, through the iight of the united proletarian frout
in alhiance with the broadest masses of the working people.
In this knowledge the German Communist Party will persever.
in its efiorts to promote the will to unity - of  the German
working-class and 1o consolidate the proletarian united tront
Fven though the uanited front ol the proletariat <till embraces
only a minoritiy of the German working-cliss a steady growth
ot the front is observable.  This growth is shown Dby the
numerous  nass  demonstrations of  recent months, by the
srengthening of the Red Front Fighters League. the influx ol
waorgmesed worasrs ino ihe trade-unions and the increasing
coniidence of the masses in the Communist Party.

A very striking illustration was the Whitsumide Rally of
the Red Front Fighters League, which constituted one of the
most Jorcetul and impressive demonstrations that the workers
of Berlin have vet witnessed. Hundred of theusands of Berlin
worhkers took part in this gathering. in addition to Red trom
Fighters from all parts of the country wha had c¢ome to Berlin
even at the cost of great privations and serious sacrifices
Never Dbefore had Beriin seen such a storm of enthusiasm
among hundireds ol thousands of people as the march of the
Red Frout Fighters called forth. Never before had the will )
unity found such treinendous expression as upon the occasion
of the Red Whitsuntide Rallv, Reichsbanner delegations marchel!
in the procession of the Red Front Fighters and Social-Demo
craiie voorkers cheered the march-past ol the Red Front Fighters
League.

Ghe Red Whusomide Rallv ol e Red Fromr Fighters
teague showed that the bourgeoisie and their accomplices in
the camp of the German Socialist Party and the trade-uniov
bureaucracy will not be successiul in breaking (e proletarian
united tront which is embracing ever increasing nisses.

ihe Red Whitsuntide gathering in Berlin was a might
prelude to a victarious plebiscite. Just as the masses of the
workers cane ternasd unitedly in o the demonstration i Berlin
and impressivdy nrocleimed  their will 1o fight, the working
miasses ob the whele of Germany will rallv under the ieadership
ol the Communist Partvand procltaim their deternunation to
fight Jor the excontion of the expropriation witiyut compeu-
satien, of the princes o the interests ol the aelhons who
during the war ant in the post-war period were hanicd ove
(O enIretle Miseny g overty.,
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On Pacifism and Revolution.
By L. Trotzky.

Tiiz following article is part of a longer essay
written by Comrzde Tro.-ky in answer to the
criticisim of Bertraud Russcll, the British pacifist.
on Trotzky's book “Where is Britain Going?” The
article was writien on May 3rd, L e. unmediately
beiore the outbreak of the general sirike.

The peculiarities in Great Britain’s development are chiefly
jue to its insular position. The clearest expression is given to
thes2 peculiarities by the part which the British Navy plays
i ihe fate of the country. At the same time the British Socis-
i35, who accuse us of lack of undersianding for the hidden
o undefinable peceliarities of the British spirit. forget. when
d'scussing the question of the proletarian revolution, to mention
so cearly definable a quantity as the British Navy. Russell, who
speaks 30 iromically on the support given by the Sovier Navy,
Joes noi say a word abtout that navy which, even under the
MacDonald Covernment was augmented by light cruisers.

It is a question of the conquest of power in a country

where the overwhciming majority of the population bzongs
to the proletariat. Success in this direction must have its political
basis in the will of the proletariat to seize power at any
frice, even at the cost of great sacrifice. Only a Party of the
workers can unite the masses of workers in these their ende-
avours.
The second essential condition for success is a clear under-
sanding of the ways and miethods of the fight. Only a party
whose eyes have Leen cured of pacifist cataract, can see lov
itself apd make it clear to the proletariat thar a real frans-
farance of power from the hands of one class to those of another
aepends to an incomnarn=iv greater degree on the British arry
i navy than on Parl'ameni. The tight for pcwer of the pro-
letariat must therefcic be a tight to win over the navy.

- It is necessarv that the seamen — not of course the ad-
nivals, but the siokers, electrical engineers, sailors and other
workers know of and learn io understand the tasks and aims
ol the working clzss. Al difficulties must b2 surmounted in
order to find the wav o them. Onlv by indefatigable, systematic
preparatory work ¢an a sstuation be created in which che
bourgeoisie will no longer b2 xble to rely on the mavy in its
siruggle. Unless this condition is fulhiled it is nonsense eveu
9 ospeik of victory,

We 4o not of course for a moment imagine that the navy
and the army would go over to the side of the proletariat iu
« el fighting order in the first perind of th2 revolution. This
wAb ot accur without deep internal convulsions within the
nnve It is proved bty the history of all revolutions. Convulsions
i the rvy in connsction with an introduction of nsw biood
Aty the Stait of command, involve inzvitablv 2 general loss
O sirzngth 10 the navy for a comparatively long period. This
2gun must not L2 left out of consideration. Th: more deter-
mined the work of the leading party of the proletariaf, the
more difficult it will te for the navy to survive the period of
tr.s and of internal wezkness. The better the connection of
‘b prolatariat with k> navv oin the precaratorv perrold. the
e cenrageously it wilt act ‘nothe dighting period, the more
cearly it will show alt the o :pressed that it s capablz of seizing

AL mainiaining rower,

Only very slight injurv can bhe dons to fhe machinery of
War of the ruling class by pacifism. This s best pros2d by
'he,co”ﬂ.‘ltous Far rather futite  efiorts  of Russell  himself
during the war, The whole affaic ended in a few tiensand voung
“e being thrawn into prison on account of their “con-
*ientious objections.”

_ In the old Czarist armv. the sectarians and eseechily the
r‘llsyoialla were often exposed to persecution Dociuse oi their
Fssive resistance to militarism; it was not they ficwever who
tolved the preblem of the overthrow of Cearism. In Great
Britain also, the pacifists did not and could not preveni the
war being carried on to the end. Pavifism turas its atention
‘s 10 the military organisation of the bou-grois Stae bt
nther towards the masses of the workers. Among them, its
lluence is really disasirous: it paralvses the will of those
"‘-'Orkers who, in'an.v case, do not sutier from 2 sujerfluity of
‘ha'; quality. It preaches the harm done by arming those who,
i is, are unarmed and are victims of class power. In the
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present  civcumsiances of British lile, whenr ithe question of

power s in the loreground, Russell’'s pacihism is thoroughly

reaaionary.,

I'he papers reported that Lansbury recemtly called upon the
Boitsh soldiers not 10 dire on fhe workers. Thousanis of
wornsis ol both sexes who were present at the wmeeting, hold up
their hands as a sign of solidarity with this demand which
indesd, it is dilficult 1o reconcile with MacDonald’s policy,
tnough 1t marks a step lorward on the path to revolution.

It would be very naive to imagine that Lansbury’s demuand
openzd the wav o a peacciul. Bloodless. pacifist solution of
the question of power. On the contrary, if this demand should
clear the way for reality, it would inevitably lead to violeat
arined conflicts. We must not think that all soldiers and all
sailors .will refuse at the same timie to fire on the workers.
As a matter of fact things happen in such a way that revolution
drives a wedge inio the army and nto the fronts. The division
would take eliect in every company, every squadron, every
warship. One soldier has already resolved unoi to fire, though
it cost im his life; another hesitates; a third is prepared even
to fice on those soldiers who refuse 10 fire. [n the hrst period
the number of waverers will be the largest.

How did things happen in our coumtry 1n
1935 -1917? The soidiers or sailors who, by deeds expressed
their solidarity with the warkers. were fired on by the ofticu-s.
In ihe next stage. the officers werc fircd on by the soldiers wio
were carned away by the heroic exauiple ol their progressive
cowreades, These conilicts spread. A regiment in which the
revoiwtionary elements prevail was faced by a regiment in which
the rower wzas sill in the hands ot ithe old commanders. At
ihe sune time the workers arted thamselves, relving on the
el of the revolutionary regiments. In the nzvy, atfairs took a
~mlar course. We would advise Rus-2M and those who share
nis views to see the film “Armoured Cruiser Potemkin”, which
Dsws ina very telling manner the nechaaism of a revolution
cireng an acmed throng, It wenld be sull sitor2 importan: to
show tins blm 1o the British workers znd sailors. We hope that
the Lebour party will de so when it comes into power.

I'e bourgeois hypocrites and the civifised canmibals will
ol course speak with great indignation ol our eMorts to icad
and stir up trother aguwirst brother. <oldiers againsi oificers.
I'he pacifists will echo their words, they will repeat that we see
evervthing in a blood-tingad light and that we do not know the
pecniiarines of Grear Briain or realise the fruiiful influence
of Christian morals on the offivers oi the navy. the police and
on Joynson-Hicks. This however will not hold us back. Revo-
lutionary policy demands above all that we should look liaves
stroight in the face ard amticipate what dirzciion further deve-
Drpment will iske. Revolutonary policy seems fantastic 10 the
Philistines Lecause it sees as far as the day alter to-morrow,
whereas thoy dare not even thivk of (o-morrow. ‘

In 2 p2viod when thr natienal organism in 13 iotality cannot
Fooemved by oconscovotive fvoaunv, but only by surgict! inter-
St wineh removes the diseased organ, i, e. the class which
s outlived its dav, pacifist sermons, by their nature. arise
froe hanghty indiisrence. In such a situation, the graatest
“mercy” mmplies the createst power of deciston in order o
<bovien the 2oy and to reduce the sulfering.

the vears

The Soiorican Powrgeoisie will Le all the less inclined to
] the dight, the mare energetically the British prole-
and instrurients of the British

ntolre
treet seizes hoid ol the means
ourgeoisie. The American navy will have all the less possibility
f overthrowing a proletarian rower in Cireat Britain, the more
aoddly and completely this proletarian power gets “control of
the Briiish navy,

In saving this, we do not mean to mmplv that a military
imerventicn on the part of the transatlantic republic is out of
the guestion, on the contrarv, it 1s extremely probable and,

Phe result of this inter-

“
o
i

within crtn limits, even tnevitable,
venson however is closely connected with our policy belore and

doong the revolution.
ihe Dohaviour ol the Freach navy will have
flusnce 2o a general Blockade of the Brinsh Isles and above
the

abon therr solation Trom the Fucopean continent. $an

French bBourgecisie send its ships agrinst the proletirin revo-

no smaill -

wton in Greay Britan?

W2 possess oo certi dinoant ol carorieies i n'\l‘\"»":
In 1413, Millerand sent French warships agains: i prils @
dre e

the Soviet Republic in the Black Sea. The rosalis
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and associations against the plebiscite. The monarclust parties
proclaim a ruthless terrorisim against the ballot and are pre-
paring a coup d’'Etat #n prevent by means of violence the
carrymg out of the expropriation of the nobihity. The chict
vole in the counter-action is being played by the United Father-
Lo b Longue, which is the general organisation embracing all
legol and illegal Fascist organisations and which s supported
by othie Garman Nationalists and the German People’s Partyv. In
the sange front with this o1ganisation is the Government itsell.
at the head of which is the leader ol the Ceutre Party, Marx,
who was put up by the “Republican Parties” in opposition to
Hindenburg as candidate in, the presidential election Marx. the
prototvne of a thorough-paced Central Jesuit, recently declared
in a Government proclamation in the Reichstag that the tunda.
mental attitude of the Govermment to the Bill concernming the
v1oompensated expropriation of the Princes upon which a pie-
Siscite was to be held, would in no way be alfected by the change
i the Government.  This means that the Cabwet. with the
“Resubitcan”™ Marx at its head. is just as inuch orposed to the
un-ompensated expropriation of the Drinces as was the Cabine
formed by the Monarchist Luther, and that it will endeavour
in conjunction with the reactionary parties aud organisations,
o prevent its execution. Stresemann has recently conltimeu tiis
stateiment uncquivocally. He declared to a conlerence of the
i'ress that should the Bill be accepted. no government wiuts
be found to put the law nto effect.

This declaration of the German Chancellor indicates the
atitude of the Centre in regard 1o the plebiscite. In an othicial
resolution of the party council and the Rerchistag traction ot the
Centre, the party leaders have aecisved against the plebiscie
in opposition to the workers supporting the Centve. by aeans
ol a resolution of the party council the Democratic Rarty has
lelt 1ts members iree to vote as they wish m the pieinacite. This
ressnton s attvisutable to the constantly incress ng opposiion
of the Democratic voters and. maore especially, 10
from the Democratic Youth organisations.

'ho Sgeial-Democratic Party is enteving into the fight for
the plebiscite with very mixed feelings. 1t was onlv under strong
pressure from the Social-Democratic workers that the Tocial-
Democratic leaders were compelled to add their supnort to the
reterendum. They did everything in thair power o sabotage the
creation of a proletarian uvanited front against the predators
aims of the princes and the threatened Monarchist reacton.

Wels, Miiller. Scheidemann und Dittmann wouid have much

preferred a solution in the form ol a compromise with the
bourgeos parties. They are fully aware that the tight lor the
uncomyensated expropriation of the princes is at the same
lime a stubborn Yight against the monarchist parties as well as
sgainst the People's Party and the Centie. Such a dight is by
no means welceme to the Social Democratic leaders because
it endangers the prospects of the big coalition Ty winck ey
are working. That the Social Democratic leaders hive no desire
10 jeopardise their relations with the so-called “middle parties ',
i. e. the present government parties, is further proved by
heir attitude to the Marx Cabinet. Although Mary has declare.!
fnsetf 0 be a pronsunced oppounent of exprapriation without
wpensation, although he has stated that the fag decree N
May Oth. by which the monarchist flag was again adoeted and
which led 1o the 1all of the Monarchist chancelior Luther, will
remain unrescinded. although the Marx Cabinet coatinues the
futher Government’s howe policy against the workers - the
foreign policv need not be mentioned. in this regard lor the
“ocial-Democrats laud the policy of Streseinann as the resuh
i their socialistic foreign policy” -+ the Social-Democratic
Aichstag fraction, together with the bourgeois parties. supported
the vote ol comidence in favour of the Marx Cabinet. 8Bv sup.
porting the vote of confidence and opposing the Conmunisis
no-coubidence motion, the German Socialist Darty granied a
lense of lile to the Marx Cabinet and, therefore, is responsiple
to the whole of the ‘working class in Germany for the policy
4 his Cabinet

pressitie

Irom this attitude of the Social-Democratic Party it is
vident that thev will not dight seriously for the uncorpen-
ared expropriction of the princes, eitiier now in the campaign
oote i hscte or later for the execution of the 1w, when,
eroa suecesstul plebiscite, the Government and the prestdent
Hse too put o o oneration,

Yowill be seen that the Conmumiat Party, is the only party

wWh as exerting the whole ol s power 1or the civing on
the referendum.  Several  proletarian orpanisutions hiave

k
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ranged themserves alongside the Party. and at the head of these
there is the Red bront bighters League, which in the campaiga
for the relerendum worked with the Party as leader and supe
porters ol the mass movement which should culminate in the
plebiscite.

the fight for the uncompensated exp-opriauon of the
princes winch is bieing conducted by the Comvimunist Party is
steadily developing mto a fight for power between the bour
geoisie and the working-class. The opposing lronts in this
struggle are verv clearly detined. On the one side there uare
gathered under the leadership of the German Conmunuunist PDaity
the working-cliss  and nullions of impovershed petty bour-
geois and smiall peasants: on the other side, the whole ol the
bourgeoisie from the industrial magnates of the Rhine and the
junkers of the flbe to the Liberal traders. The development
ot the plebiscite movement up to the present is a classic
example which in the course ot the fight for the plebiscite will
make 1t compreliensible 1o every smgle worker that cvery
siruggle ol the working-class commenced on the Lasis of pewy
bourgueots democracy must ol necessity become a tevoleitcaar)y
battle which will burst the framework of democracy, when
threaiens the class interests of the bourgeoisie. !'he bour
gesisie and their Government have declared the plebiscite to be
incompatible with the constitution. In spite of this, e plebiscite
is*being carricd out upou the basis of the constituiion; this
means that. il the plebiscite is successiul. a preiext is lurnished
for the surengthening and further extension ol the coup d'bw
policy i the monarchists and big capnalists; 11, on the othier
hand. he plebiscite fails. petty  bourgenis democracy  would
be forced to capitulate still more, while the oflensive oi reaction
sronst the workong class would be intensified.

The Conmunist Party is not permitting the German wor-
ping-cizss co cherishoanv illusion that a mmwerical victory in
the plebiscite would be amv goaramtee lor its being carrie!
out, and insists that this is only possible through revolutio-
nary methods, through the fight oi the united proletarian irout
in alliance with the broadest masses ol the working people.
In this knowledge the German Communist Party will persevere
in its efiorts to promte the will to anity - of  the Germay
working-class and to consolidatz the proletavian united iront
Fven though the anmited front o1 the proletariat <l embraces
oy a minoritiy of the German working-cluiss a steady growth
ot ‘the fromt is observable.  This growth is shown by the
numerous mass  demonsirations  of  recent months, by the
sirengtheniug of the Red Front Fighters League. the influx ol
Wargt e woarkers inio dhe trade-unions and the increasing
coniidence of the masses in the Commumst Party.
A

A very striking illustration was the Whitsuntide Rally of
the Red Fromt bighters League, which constituted one ol the
most Jorceiul and impressive demonstrations that the workers
ol Berlin have vet winessed. Hundred of thousands of Berlin
workers tosk part in this gathering. in addition to Red brom
Fighiers from all parts of the coumry who had ¢ome to Berhn
even at the cost of great privations and serious sacrifices
Never before had Berlin seen such a storm of enthusiasm
among hundreds of thousands of people as the march of the
Red Front Fighters called forth. Never before had the will 1
unity found such treinendous expression as upon the occasion
of the Red Whitsuntide Rallv. Reichebanner delegations marche.!
in the procession of the Red Front Fighters and Social-Demo

Cratic v osvhers cheescd the march-past of the Red Front Fighters
League.

“he Red Wihntsuntde Rally ol the Red From Fighters
League showed that the bourgeoisie and their accomplices i
the camp ol the German Socialist Party and the trade-union
bureaucracy will not be successiul in breaking the proletarian
united tront which is cmbracing ever increasing imasses.

ithe Red Whitsuntide gathering in Berlin was a mighty
prelude to a victorious plebiscite. Just as the muasses of the
workers cane torvard unitedly in the demonstration in Berliu
and impressivdy neoclrimed  their will 1o figha the working
masses ol the whele of Germany will rally under the ieadership:
ol the Comuumist Party and proclaim their determination o
nght dor the exceution ot the expropriation witiiont compen-
wien, of the primces in the interests of the anthons whe
during the wur anld in the post-war period were han icd oy
1O enIrenie Miseey alid poverty,
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On Pacifism and Revolution.
By L. Trotzky.

Th: following article is part of a longer essay
written [y Comrade Troozxy in answer to the
criticism of Bertrand Russcll, the British pacifisi.
on Trotzky's book “MW here is Britain Going?” The
article was writien on May 3rd, i e. immediately
belore the outbreak of the general strike.

The peculiarities in Great Britain's development are chiefly
due to its insular position. The clearest expression is given to
thes2 pecul’arities by the part which the British Navy plays
i ihe fate of the country. At the same time the British Socia-
ists. who accuse us of lack of understanding for the hidden
or undefinable peculiarities of the British spirit. forget, when
discussing the question of the proletarian revolution, to mention
so ciearly definable a quantity as the British Navy. Russell, who
speaws 0 ironically on the suppori given by the Sovier Navy,
does moi say a word about that navy which, even under the
MacDonald Covernment was augmented by light cruisers.

It is a question of the conquest of power in a country
where the overwhelming majority of the population b:longs
to the proletariat. Success in this direction must have its political
basis in the will of the proletariat to scize power at any
rrice. even at the cosi of great sacrifice. Cnly a Party of the
workers can unite the masses of workers in these their ende-

pe

avours.
The second essential condition for succ2ss is a clear under-

standing of the ways and methods of the fight. Only a party
}\'hOS? eyes have haocn cured of paciis: cataract, can see lor
ueelf and make it clear to the proletariat that a real frans-
llzrence of power from the hands of onc class to those of another
depends to an incom:iraly greater degree on the British arrn
ani navy than on Parl'ament. The tight for pcwer of the pro-
letariat must therefcic b a fight to win over the navy.

It is necessarv that the seamen — not ol course the ad-
nivals, but the siokers, electrical engineers, sailors and other
“orkers know of and learn 1o understand the tasks and aims
ol the working clacs. All difficulties must ke surmounted in
order to find th: wov o them. Onlv by indefatigable, systematic
preparatory work can a situation be created in which che
baurgeoisie will no longer 2 cile to rely on the mavy in its
sraggle. Unless this condition i fulliifed it is nonsense even
2 <paak of victory,

We 4o not of course for a moment fmagine that the navy
il the army would ¢o over 10 the side of the proletarial in
vused dighting order in the first perind of the revolution. This
S onot occur without deep internal convulsions within  the
vt is proved by the history of all revolutions. Convulsions
7 the ravy in connsction with an imroduction of new blood
B the Staff of conmmand, involve inavitablv a general loss
O sirength to the navy for a comparatively long period. This
203 must not b2 left out of consideration. The more deter-
mined the work of the leading party of the proletariat, the
moce difficult it will be for the navv to survive ihe period of
.35 and of internal wezkness. The better the connection of
T proletariat with the navy i the pre-aratory period. the
77 ceurageously it will act ‘n the fizhting period. the more
cearly it will show all tha o :pressed that it is capakle of seizing
#d maintaining rower.

‘)n!y very Slight Jqjurv can he done to the machinery of
S of the ruling class bv pacifism. This is best preved by
he courageous bt rather futile efiorts o Russell himself
during the war. The whole affair ended in a few thousand young
“wole being thrown into prison on accoun: of their “con-
*intious objections.”

- Inthe old Czarist armv. the sectarians and esveciaily the
lohtolans were often exposed to persecution Deciuse of their
Fbsive resistance to militarism; it was not thev icwever who
"","(‘_d the problem of the overthrow of Cearism. In Great
Prtain also, the pacifists did not and could not preveni the
nar being carried on to the end. Pucifism turus its attention
™ 10 tha military organisation of the bourzeois State Lut
‘;"her towards the masscs of the workers. Among them. its
;;;fe"('? is really disasirous; it paralvses the will %f those
o s who, in any case, do not sulier from x\l{-;‘!‘..llll.» of
o quality, ]t preaches the harm ('10110 b_y arming those who,
™ 1S, are unarmed and are victims of class power. In the

present  civcumstances of Britsh life, whenr the question of
power s in the foreground, Russell's pacihism is thoroughly
reacionan.

I'he papers reported that Lansbury recemly called upon the
Britsh solldiers not 1o dire on the workers. Thousanls of
worizis of borh sexes who were present ar the meeting, i2id up
their hands as a sign ol solidarity with this demand which
indexd, it is difficult to reconcile with MacDonald’s policy,
ticugh it marks a step lorward on the path to revolution.

It would be very maive to imagine that Lansbury’s demand
cpenned the wav to a peacciul, Bloodless, pacilist solution of
the question of power. On the contrary. il this demand should
clear the way Jor reality, it would inevitally lead to violent
arited conflicts. We must not think that all soldiers and all
sailors will refuse at the same tiniz to fire on the workers.
As a matter of fact things happen in such a way that revolution
drives a wedge inio the army and into the fronts. The division
would lake eflect in every company, every squadron, every
warship. Oune scldier has alveady resolved noi to fire, though
it cost him his life; another hesttates; a third is prepared even
to fiie on those soldiers who refuse 10 fire. In the first period
the nmumbar of waverers will be the largest.

How did things happen in our couniry in
1955 -1917? The soidiers or sailors who, by deeds expressad
their solidarity with the warkers, were fired on by the oflicuss.
In ihe next stage. the officers werc fired on by the soldiers wiio
were carned away by the heroic exawiple ol their progressive
coutiades. These conflicts spread. A regiment in which the
revolutionary elements prevail was faced by a regiment in which
the power was &4l an the hands of the old commanders. At
the same ume the workers armed thamselves, relving on the
liely of the revolutionary regiments. In the navy, aifairs took a
~milar course. We would advise Rus<:!l and those who share
s views to see the film *“Armoured Criiser Potemkin”, which
“hows oa very telling manner the mechanism of a revolut:on
conong oan acmed throng. It weuld be sull ritore imporand o
shaw this tlm 1o the British workers and satlors. We hope that
the Loebour party will de so when it comes into power.

I'he bourgeois hypocrites and the civihsed canmbals will
of course speixk with great indignation ol our efforts to iead
and stir up Lrother against Lrother. soldiers againsi oilicers.
I'he pacifists will echo their words, thev will repeat that we see
evervthing in a blood-tinged tight and that we do not know the
pecniiarities of Grean Britain - raalise the fruidul intluence
of Christian morals on the officers ol the navy, the police and
on Joynson-Hitks. This however will not hold us back. Revo-
lutionary policy demands above all that we should look Taus
<troight in the face and anticipate what dircction furnther deves
Prpment wil iakes Resolntonary policy seems famastic o the
Philistines Lecause it seas as far as the day after to-morrow,
whereas they dare nst even think of o-mmorrow.

In 2 period when i nattonal organism in its 1wotality cannot
ceoemved by ocopnsesvatve toomimy, but oniv by surgres! nter-
oot adineh removes the diseased organ, 1. e the class which
s outhved its dry, naciiist sermons, by their nature. arise
fro. hughty indiilerence. In such a situation, the groafest
“mercy™ implies  the oreatest power of decision in order 19

seduce the siffering.
Smorican Pourgeoie will he sl the less
the fights the wrove energetically the Britich prole-

the years

\

<tovien the 2aoiv 2id to
inclined 10

1 ke

miire n

tarset seizes hold ol the means and instruments of the British
Lourgeoisie. The American navy will have all the less possibility
of overthrowing a proletarian rower in Great Britain, the more
ranidiv and completely this p ooletarian power gets conirol of
the Briiish navy,

In saving this, we do nor mean to imply that a mihary
imervencen on the part of the transatlantic repubhic is out of
the guestion, on the contrary, it is extremely probable and,
wethin corrain timits, even pevitable. he result of this inter-
venrion however is closelv comiected with our policy belore and

Jdiong the revolution.

Ihe ©-haviour of the Freach navy
flus=nce an a general bleckade of the British
don ther asolatian from the Fuoropean continent.
French Lourgeoisie send its ships against the proletarian rovo-
latfon in Gireat Brian?

Wo possosg & UL At Si eXDOree I idis respect.
In 1018, Millerand sent French worships agains: fie poits of
the Soviet Republic in the Black Sea. The rosalis are well

vill have no smiill -
Isles and above
Tap the

[N
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known; the

‘ » “Wajdeck-Rousseau™ rased the flag of
insurrection.
in e North

Neither did everything go smoothly with the British
of Russia; revoluiion is very contagious and sailors

are meve susceptible to revolutionary infection than other people
At that time, when the French sailors Marty and Bardina
mutinied and refused to iight against the proletarian revoluiion
in Russia, Fronce was at the zenith of her power. Now the
epoch cf atonement for the weor 1s making itself no luss seriously
felt in France than in Englard. Auycne who is o1 the opinion
that, after the inonarchy, the landowners, the baukers and the
manufacturers have been thrcwn overboard in England, it
will be possible for the French tourgeoisie t0 police the
Atlantic Ocean or c¢ven e English Channel, is monstrously
optimistic with regard to the bourgeoisie and shamefully pessi-
mustic with regard to the proletariat. It is not for nothing that
Great Britain, i. e. her bourgecisie, was ruler of the waves,
and the Eritish revolution will draw wide circles on all the
seas. The first result will be that discipline will be undermined
in all navies. Who can say whether in these circumstances the
American Admiralty will not be compelied to abandon ull idea
of war and of a striat blockade and to withdraw its ships as
far as possible from the possibility of being inlccted by Europe.
Finally, the navy is not the last court of appeal in America.
The capitzlist regimz in the United States is more poweriul
than ever. We 2re no less well acquainwd than is Russell with
the  counter-revolutionary  charactei of  the  American
Federation of Lztour to which he calls our attention. Just as
the bourgecisie of the United States has reised the power of
capital to a neight which has never previously been atrained,
the American Federation of Labour has arrived at the utmost
lintits of oppcrtunist methods. This however by no means
implies that the Amwrican bourgeoisie is all-powertul. 1t is in-
comparakbly stronger as an opronent of the Euronean bourgeoisie
than it would be 3s an cpponent of the Ewropean proletariat.
In the very Fome of the American aristocracy of Labour, the
nost privileged aristocracy of Labour in the world, revolutio-
nary instincts and iendencies are silently fermenting below the
sutlace among the masses of workers of North America who
telong to the greatast varicty of races A revolution in the Anglo-
Saxon countrv on the other side ol the Ocean would have more

effect on the proletariat of the United States than any cther
revolution.

cruiser

This dees not mzan that the rule of the American tour-
geoisie will be overthrown the very next dav after the British
proletarat has se:zed power. The overthrow of the rule of the
Dollar will nxcessarily be preceded by a number of serious
eccnomic oid nilitary convulsions. The American Lourgeoisie
itself is preparing for these cataclysies by investing capifal all
over the world and thus linking its power with Eurcpean chaos,
with the powder magazines in the East.

Revoluton in Fugland will inevitablv fil a loud echo on
the cther side of the “herring-pond”, both on the New York
Exchcnge and in thz homes of Chicago. There will be an
immediate change in the secll-consciousness of the bourgroisie
and the proletariat of the United States; the bourgeoisie will
feel weaker, the workers stronger. The self-consciousness of the
classes however is an extremely imyortant component of (he
so-cal'ed ralation of forces. This again does not mean that the
American bankers and trust magnates may not make attempts
to throttle the revolution of the American proletariat econcmi-
cally with the help of their navy. These attempts however, in
themselves mean that the internal regime of the United States
would bte further shaken. Finally. not onlv the revolutionary
events in Great Britain but the mood to which they give rise
among the proletariat of the United States will be reflected in
the interior of every American ship and in its engine-room. The
swn total of all this does not mean that a proletarian revolu-
tion is free fromt dilficulties and dangers -—— on the comrary, both
are enormous. But — on both sides. This lies in the nature o
revolution. The more important the position of a nation in the
world, the greater will be the scale on which the forces and
counter-fcrees which are roused and developed by revolution,
will act. In these circumstances, our “sympathies” may be of
considerable advamage.

Revelutions are not made iu such a way that among various
possibilitias, the most advantazeons is chosen. Were it possible
1o prescribe a revolutionary line of march rationally, revolution
could probably be avoided aliogether. Revolution is just the

hression of the fact that a socicty divided into classes cannot
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be tiauslormed by rational methods. Logical arguments, even
it Russed should raise them to the level of mathematical for-
nalas, are poweriess when opposed by material interests. Rathar
than reuounce their privileges, the ruling classes will let civi-
lisation perish along with its mathematics. In the fight
between the miners and the coal magnales of Great Britain, the
approaching revolution is already completely revewled in an
cibryo stage. The irrational facters in hwman history take
cliece in their most blatant forms through closs antpgonisms.
These irrational factors cannot be neglected. Just as mathe-
matics which works with irrational quantities, arrives at quiwe
rational conclusions, so cgu politics be rationmalised, i. e. the
order of society can be transformed imto a ratiomal system,
but only if the irrational contradictions of scciety are fully
recognised in ordor to overcome them once and for all. This
victory cannot be gained by avoiding revolution, but
through its help.

We might very well conclude with these words. Russell’s
objections have given me the opportunity of enlarging on those
sides of the question which were not dealt with in my book
(“Where is England Going?”. Ed.) Neveriheless it may not
be superfinous to discuss the last and strongest argument of
our pacifist critic. Russell maintains that our relation to the
British revolution is dictated by our Russian patriotism. He says:

“1 am horrified to think that Trotzky, like the rest of
us, is @ patriot. The communist revolution in England would
be an advantage to Russia; he is therefore in favour ol
it without disinterestedly weighing the question as 10
whether it would be to our advantage.”

oniy

This argument may sound very fine, but it is not new. The
Chamberlain and Hick's Press repeats it daily. The “Morning
Post” proved long ago that the wnleriavional cenununist revo-
lution would serve the purposes of Soviet imperialism which,
on its part, is carrying on the traditions of Czarist 'politics.
Accusations of this kind have been hurled at us ever since the
bourgeoisie became convinced that our Party had finally seized
power and was not disposed to yield it to anyone. In the period
before and immediately afict the scizure of power, we wert
accused of exactly the opposite. It was said that the Bolshevisis
were void of any national feeling, of any patriotic enthusiasm
and that their leaders were foroing a Hohenzollern policy on
Russia. Arvthur Henderson, Emil Vandervelde, Albert Thomas
and others came to Russia with the object of convinciug the
workers that the Bolsheviki were prepared to betray the most
important interests of Russia for the sake of their international
chimeras (or, according to other versions, for the gold of th:
German Emperor). This accusation was developed most clearly
in the said “Morning Post”. Just as Russell now accuses us
of being prepared to reduce the population of Great Brifain to
20 millions for the benefit of Soviet Imperialism, we were accused
nine years ago of being prepared, in our unscrupulousness, to
reduce the population of Russia to a hall or a third in the
interests of the anti-national aims of Soviet lmperialism. Our
Pacty, as is well known, took the point of view that the Jefex
of Czanist Russia in the war would be beneficial Loth Yor
the Russian and for the international working class. The Socialist
lackevs of the Entente could not persuade us to change our
standpoint. Tn the ¢poch of the Peace of Brest-Litovsk, the acci-
sations that we were carrying on an aprti-national policy (among
other versions in co-operation with the Hohenzollerns) reached
their culminating point. In spite of this, our Party did not allow
ftselt io be drawn into a capitalist war. The Hohenzollern re
gine has fallen, and in its overthrow the October revolution
played no less important a part than the ars of the Entente.

The antagonism between the Soviet Republics and the Go-
verminents of the victorious Entente came 10 the ioregrou'hl:
and the ruling classes of Great Britain are playing the most
reactionary role in the whole worly — in Europe, Egypt, l'}ll'Kt’}v
Persia, India and China. Every change in the werld situation it
economics and poliiics is directed against the prcdomnmncgtﬁ
Cireat Britain. This is why the overweeningly proud Bmawl
Foutgenisie is carrving on a frantic struggle against any change
in order to preveat power slipping from its hands. .

The American tourgeoisie is powerful.  Its dight against
the revolution will be on a larger scaie than that of Engiar:t
‘At present howoever. America takes a second place. T'he mox
astive amd worst epernv of the revolutionary movament o
Europe. Asia and Africa is the ruling class of Great Brlta!_ﬂ
“me would think that for a Socialist this fact would be me
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than emough to explain the antagonism between the Soviet
Union and British imperialism. “Are we patriots?” We are, in
the same measure as during the war we were “anti-patniots.”
We are defending with the methods of national power the same
interests for which we fought with the methods of revolt: the
interests of the world proletariat,

When Russell says that we are prepared to sacrifice the
interests of the British working class to the interests of the
Soviet State, it is mot only false, it is folly. Any weakening of
the British proletariat, particularly its defeat in an open fight,
would inevitably be a severe blow to the foreign policy and

internal situation of the Soviet Union. When, in March 1921,

at the I1l. Congress of the Comintern, the German Coimmunists
tried to force the proletarian revolution in Germany, they justi-
fied themselves on the grounds of the serious situation of the
Scviet Republics and of the necessity of coming to their help.
Together with Lemin we said to them: “No heroic effervescence,

and still less revolutionary adventures can help the Soviet Re-
public. We need just what the Genman proletariat nesds — a

victorious revolution.”

It would be essentially wrong to believe that the proletariat
of any country ought o take any steps whatever in the interests
of the Soviet State which do not arise from its own interests
as a dass which is fighting for its complete emancipation. This
point of view, which has grown into the very marrow of our
bomes, is alien to those Socialists who take the side of their
bourgeoisie, if not always, at least at the decisive moment.
Russell himself is no exception. It is true that during the war
he opposed his Govermment with a fairly courageous resistance,
though from the political point of view it was not very effective,
That was an individual demonstration, an act of conscience —
but the fate of the regime was not in any sense in the Lalance.
When, on the other hand, it is a question of the revolution of
the projetariat, Russell finds in his spiritual armoury no argu-
memts than those of the “Morning Post” and all the Churchills

of his country.

The greatest peculiarity of British politics — resulting from
the pasi history of the country — is the striking contrast bet-
ween the revolutiomary degree of maturity of the objective
eonomic factors and the extreme backwardness of the ideolo-
gical forms, especially in the ranks of the workers. It is just
those who most clearly incorporate these peculiarities, the bour-
geos humanists, out-of-date pioneers and pacifists, who under-
stand them least. They, as well as the reactionary -petty tour-
geats Reformists, consider that they have been called to lead the
proletariat. Bertrand Russell is not the worst of them; but
hlS_writings on social and political subjects, his manifesto
iganst war. his polemics with Scott Nearing on the Soviet
Tegme, ummnistakeably characterise his political blindness, his
superficial dilettantism, his comglete lzck of understanding for

e, the fight of the living classes

the historical development, i. . 1
ith has arisenn on the basis of production. He sets un

against history the rropaganda of a few pacilist slogans which
he_hlmSEIf ccmposes very badly. In doing so he forgets to ex-
Phin to us why the pacifist work of enlightenment could not
Save us from wars and revolutions, although such eminent per-
‘ons have interested themselves in this work as Robert Owen
‘0 the first half of the 10th century. the French Encyclopaedists
in the 18th centruy, the Quakers since the 17th century and
Many others. Russell is a belated enlightener who has in-
bﬁ!@d f_rf_)m the early enlighteners, not their enthusizsm. but
eir political prejudices.
. Russell is a sceptic through and through. He arpareutly
% the peaceful and evolutionary methods of science and
Iefh"‘que o the methods of the revolutionary use of force.
(,?’ s however as liltle faith in the saving power of scientific
Ninking as in the force of revolutionary activity. In his polemics
1%‘“"5? Nearing, he tries under the cover ol shamn socialist
f"a*s to disparage and compromise the revolutionary ini-
};JH\;_Of the Russian proletariat, in another cf his writings
[ ridicules the optimistic belief in science and techmique. In
" book “learus” he openly expresses his conviction that th2
"t way of escape would be for the whole of our civilisation to
Perish. And this person who is permeated through and through
considers it

Wi Y . . P
th €Qoistic, self-centred aristocratic scepticisnl,

1] 4 < ( 1 d
b be his vocation to give the Endlish proletariat advice and
Yarm it against our oommunist “intrigucs”.  The British

ering on an epoch in which it will need

vorki ¢
king class is ent i
in its own mission and its own forces.

" strongest. fa'th

For this, no artuficial stimulants in the form of religion or of
idealistic morals are necessary. All that is necessary is that the
British proletariat should understand the situation in its own
country in connection with that of the whole world, that it
should be clear as to the rottenmess of the ruling class and
should clear out of its .way the upstart charlatans and the bour-
geois sceptics who imagine that they are Socialists merely be-
cause they are occasionally nauseated by the atmosphere of
decay in bourgcdis saciety.

The Change of Government in Belgium.

By Habaru (Brusseles).

 Alter long and difficult negotiations the a@ew Jaspar govern-
inent has been formed, which takes the place of the Poullet-
Vandervelde Ministry. Whilst the former government, based

'upom the results of the elections of 5th Apr:l 1925, constituted a

coalition of socialists with the Left Catholics, the new Ministry
is a concemtration Cabiaet which unitez tie leadecs of all three
big Parties, and whose real master will be the banker Francqui,
the most powerful financier in Belgium.

The socialists have retamnea in this government four of
their Ministers who wer2 1 the last government, namely:
Vandervelde (Foreign Affairs), Wauters, (Ministry for Labour),
Anseele (Railways), and Huysmans (Science and Art). All the
I.eft Catholics have been driven out and their places taken by
the Conservative leaders of this Party, who had most sharply
attacked the former government. The Liberal Party which was
in ~opposition, sent ‘'s leader, Hymans, to the Mimstry of
Justice. In the former government there was one banker, Janssen,
Minister of Finance, representative of the Banque Nationale.
Now there are two bank people in the government, Houtart,
Minister of Finance, and Francqui, Minister without Portfolio.
The latter is the real Prime Minister. If the government crisis
iasted several weeks it was because it was necessary to fird
the forms and persons which could best conceal the dictatorship
of the banker Francqui. A first attempt with the Socialist Pre-
sident of the Chamber, Brupet, was unsuccessful as a result of
the demands of the Liberals, and therefore it was finally decided
fo agree on Jaspar.

The formation of this Cabinet opens a new period in the
history of this country. Its programume means the undisguised re-
moval of all illusions regarding the democratic achievements
which the Belgian Labour Party had fostered since its election
victory of 5th April 1925. The Belgian Labour Party which
had already abandoned a great portion of its promises under
the Poullet-Vandervelde Ministry, is now giving away along
the whole line before the pressure of the bLourgeoisie and the
threats of the bankers. The resolution by which the General
Council of the Belgian Party accords the government its support,
empowers the socialists to enter the Ministry under the follo-
wing conditions:

1. that it .mmust be a concentration Cabinet of only a tem-
porary character, formed for the purpose of restoring order in
the finances of the country;

2. that no attack shall be made against the existing social
legislation which shall remain wholly 1n lorce;

3. that the government propose 1o Pailiament the acceptance
¢t the bills regarding tenants and the ratification of the Washing-
1on Agreement,

4. that the General Council is in a position to investigale
the necessary financial measures before the parliamentary fraction

can accept them.
That is the acceptance of the programme of the Banker

Francqui, the first point of which is to obtain full powers in
order to adopt such financial ‘measures as appear calculated
lo bring affairs into order. There is already talk of a post-
ponement for a jcar of the municipal elections which should
{ake place in October. The political class peace shall be com-
rlete and the discontent of the masses shal be given no opportu-
nity of finding expression.

The government of Jaspar-Francqui-Vandervelde-Hymans,
will, with its full powers, make the attempt 10 rescue the Iranc
ind to restore the finances of the country which are endangered
ay the inflation. It is clear that the measures which are to be
adopted for this purpose will place heavier Eurdens than ever
upon the working masses who are already sulfering severely
under the growing burden of high pric:s.
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The Treaty between Turkey and Persia.

By Irandust,

The sign'ng ol the treaty between Turkey and Persia, con-
corning pewtrality, arbitration and ihe setilement of the irontier
gqiesitons, is not only a dact of grear significance to the States
participating but also an important event in mternational affairs
.nogenersd. Turkey is expos:d to heavy pressure exercistd upon
ner by the big caphialist Sates of the West and is compelled
m conseqguence o defend not only her econcmic independence
but also her tervitory; to her this treaty mieans protection of
her rear in the fight.

It is wall known that, in spite of the resolution of the
League of Nations passed in December 1925 1o hand over to
Great Britain the Kingdom of Irak, and therety the rich oil-
vielding poovince of Mosul the fight for Mosul has not yet
been terminated. 1he Turkish Republic, which is not a member
ol the Leagu: of Naiions, has not acknowledged the right of the
latter to dispose of Turkish territory. For this reason, British
dipiomats aie endeavouring to come to an understanding with
Turkey, and they are otlering the Turiesh Government a big
ican, econoitic help and also imsignificant Jrontier adjustments
in order 1o get Turkey to renouwnce ner r'ght 10 Mosul.

As, howuver, the Turks are not disposed to sell this con-
siderable portion of their national territory to the British diplo-
mats and perrcleun kuwzao the Conservaiive Goaermnent of
Great Britain is arming for the purpose of muiniaining posses-
ston ef Mosul wiich it took by lorce of arms, at the same time
it is work'ng to orvinse 2 Balkan front apoiest 7 arkey under
the banne: of a “Balkan Locarno™ and in bring Greece and
haly inio conilict with the Turkish Republic.

The treaty ol neutrality between Turhey and Pervia affords
tha Turkish peoriz the possibility of deiending the wital in-
terests which ther have at stake, This weaty is ihe logical
deveiopment and extension of the recently concluded treaty bet-
ween the Soviet Union and Turkey concerning neutrality and
abstension from participation in hostile mobilisations. as also
ol the treaty between Turkey end Framce concerning nzutrahiy
on the Svrian frouficr. Furtherinore, the signing of the treaty
with  Turkey proves that the leaning of Turkev towards the
Fast, which atfords the Turkish people the possibility of be-
c.antig the vanguard ol the natious of the Near East in their
struggle for independeonce. is gaining the chief place in the
poticy of Angora, and as result Turkey's resistence to the
pressure and encroachiments of the bhupernalist West is streng-
thened.

The treaty is also of no less significance to Persia, which
is now living throvgh the difiicult period of the creation of a
nationzl Sare upon the ruing of the tormer feudai anarchy and
the zones of hmserialist influence. The econcmic and Tinaucisl
weakness of Persia has prevented the country from freeing itself
completely from the political iniftuence of British Luperislism,
according to the plans of which Persia is to serve as one of
the buiici-states of the British Empire and guard the approach
o India. In o-ivr o achicve this purpose Boitish doplenats ara
asing all the means in their power to prevent Persid’s establishing
friendlyv relations in other diiections and to spoil feehing hetween
Persia” and Turkev on the one hand, and the Soviet Union,
snothe other, wnd thus bring about the political isolation of
Persin and win :he countey for the purrases of Brittsh Im-
serialism in the Fast.

g beeween Persia and ke in rega-d
1o neutralty and the paciication of the border wribes ayacans

“io reothe beginnmz of the establisiment of ponnical and eesiomic

relations between Persia and the other nations ol the East.

The lact thar Persia s linking tsell up with these nanons

ol render that comptry's hiberation Srom the voke of British

pankers and Britsh diplonms an easier task. The understanding
also mo ifies the tonsion arising oat of the “Kurdiston question’™,
shich is eonstny aaploited by Great Britvn o bring  po-
Htcal pressure o Yoo upon boach Tarkey and Poerva and s
fomented byosapobties of arms to the Kuorkestan border tribes
and plans for the cocation of an “Independent Kurdistan™ undor
At osuzeranny of Foelad,

Do Grenr Botatn this undorsuading between Porsiaoand
Puskey means T Bew o the sirzgenic plans of Biitain 1o
estaklish in the Past a system of mandatory States with

..

its richt wing svesooed by Persiz and its left resting upon
Egypt. Britain's eilorts 10 get Persia on to its side .in conflicts
with Turkey atav ncw be regarded as wrecked, while the plans
for the creation of a military alliance belween Persia and lrak
to maintain Great Britain's occupation of Mosul have also bzen
frustrated. The rapprochement between lu kev and Persia is
proof that the British diplomats have wnot surcecded inosub-
ondinating the policy of Persia to the nterests of the British
Einpire nor yet in isolating Parsia poiitically.

The powser of the Briith Emrire rests upon two mam
pillars, one of which is the colonial policy and the other the
policy of corrupting the leaders of British Labnur, whose de-

‘moralisation is eifecied with bribes out ol the colonial surpius.

At present we are witnessing the coliapse oi the foundations
of British Capitalism, as the advance of the British proletariat
which is becoming more radical coincides with the failure of
British colonial policy in the Fast. In this failure the rapgroche-
ment between Turkey and Persia is no insignificant factor.

The understanding berween Turkey and Persia is in its
nature one of the latest examples of those new peaciable inter-
national treaties with which the Soviet Union is countering
the notorious Spirit of Locarno, whose aim would appear 10
be the plotting of iresh wars. The nations of the East zare
following with ever growing Jetermination the path towards
the settlemant of international relations which is indicated 10
them by the example of the peoples in the Soviet Union.

Zaghlul’'s Election Victory.
By J. B. (Jerusalem).

On November 21, 1024 the popular goverwmeant of Zaghiul
Pasha fell under the pressure of a British ulrimatum. During the
short period of his rule in Egvpt Zaghlul, whose party re-
presents the interests of the rising Egvptian bourgeoisie sud
which has the broad masses of the peasants behind it con-
tinually vacillated berween a compromise with Great Britam
and the radical demands for independence represented by the
national revolutionary movement. His final defeat was the re-ult
of this antagonism within the Waid (Zaghlul Party).

Zaghlul’s defeat in the Autumn of 1924 was so sudden amd
unexpecied that many ol those who are familiar with Fgyvpian
politics cousidered that his intluznce was at an end. The Eng!sh
sel up, under the mask of an Egyptian *“non-parlizmeniary”
Zivar Pasha governiuiemt, a- ruthless dictatorship with which
thev hoped ‘to suppress the elementary national revolutionin
movement. In addition to the usual methods of terror -- whole-
sale arrests, death sentences etc. Zivar Pasha also wished 10
defeat Zaghlul on the political field. For this purpose there
was set up. under the high protectorate ol the puppet-king
Fuad, who was thoroughiv hated in Egvpt, a government part.
“Ittehad” (Unity), which evervwhere estabiished organisataa-
and in the Tirst place pursued the aim of breaking away the
Right (dements from the Waid.

Yet already at the dirst trial of strength, when Zaghlul's star
was suliovery low, in February 1925, this Angionlhile Pary
proved itsdi incapable of getting in any wayv into contact wih
the masses of people. At the parliamentary ciections which we
heid at that time, Zaghlul emerged as a victor, even if with a
ot very gresd majority, and Zivar Pasha was again compelied 10
resort 1o illegal means, to dissolve parliament, in order to sxurv
nis riile.

Frem o this thme on there is to be azain orserved a marted
progress of the Zaghlulists. The Zivar government has beo e
SO unR uiar by a long serics of treacherous acts o the rpis
of hotic ans foreign policy, that the followers of Zaghlul Pasia
who have becoms indileront are streaming hack to him whete-
sale. Moasures ol an inner politicel nature, sich as repeaied
sensatonal rials, the readesing more stringoar ol the T e
garding mesiings, working out of an uncosstiutional elect ol
low. attempt 10 drive the Zaghiul Party ino illxgality, her®
porseeution of the workers' orgamsations and of others, i
as regards foreign policy, the continually repesed comphain €
with bngiish demands, the recognition of the British rile ov f
the Sudan (expressed by the dispatch of an official govermm ot
representative o the formal opening of the Sennar-Dam 1.
Suldang, the handing over of Dshagaboub to the Italians "¢
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rocognition of ihe British mandate over Palestine - all this was
water to the mili ol the naticnal revolutionary movement, a‘ the
head of which Zaghlul Pasha became more and rtore promiaent.

In addition to this, in Autumn 1925, Egypt was visited by
a severe ecomomic crisis which considerably increased the bitter-
ness of the populaiion against Zivar. The 2Ist November 1925
was the great turning point in Egyptian politics. Zaghlul, in
alliance with the two small Egyptian parties, the Nationalisis
and the Liberal Constitutionalists, convened the dissolved par-
liament and thereby declarcd open war on the govermme.
The governmznt was thereupon compelled 1o retreat. It had,
the first place, to prescribe new elections, aiterwards to akandon
its own mutilated election law in favour ol the previously existing
universal suffrage and finally, to allow olfficials who against i3
orders, foilowed the instructions of Zaghlul, to return to their

rosts,

In Aiarch, immediately Ecfore the elections, Zivar Pasha
attempted a final stroke. He instigated a monster trizl aguist
seven of the most prominent Zaghlulists, whom he charged
with being in commection with terrorist organisations, ahd
actually succecded, imarediately beiore the elections, i getting
the court to accept the charge as proved and to have one of

" them condemned to deaih. Bur this last bloody sentence nad rhe

exaot contrary elect. The Zaghlul Party trivmphed at ihe
elections of 2Ist of May. Cut of the 200 seats it will receive
about 15 (the counting is not yet over). The two parties allied
with it receive a further 30 seats, whilst the Ittahadists obiain
in all.... 4 seats, although they had put forward their can-
ditates in 130 constituencies.

The only thing that can now be said regarding the zlecton
victory of Zagalul is tha! it represents an imposing mamifestation
of the Egy stian nationai reve'c ionary will. The Egyptian peocpie
has voied » zainst Zivar Pasha and thereby against Great Britain,
and thus 2gam, as in the year 1918—10 and 1924, expressed its
definite wish to gain real and complete independence.

Thz English newspapers have for some timz been discussing
the quiston whether e=cat Britain can 2uter »nto new nego-
agiions with Zaghlul whem it so brutally ciathrew two yoars
9. A consiitutional governmient in Egvst without ike parti-
upation oi tha Wafd is unthinkable. The comtinuation of un-
constitutiotia! canditions, however, is creating material for” con-
flicis which, as the English are quite aware, must sooner or
iater lead 10 Lloody ouibreaks. On the other hand a great deol
depends vson the “awitude of the Wafd, The further political
develomment in Eaivpt will be determined fo a great extent hy
whether within 1> great National Party. as the Wild hos
agamm proved iiz=if to be. the capitrlist Right wing or e
small peasamt-radical Left wing refains the v=per hand.

The U. S. Government and the Agricultural
Masses.
cagd).

By Jav Lovestone (Chicag
- A great rolitical drama is naw being enacted in the House of
Longress. (Cne should say, a poiitical tragedy, to be more exact.
The battle is being fought actually in the corn fields and in the
tciton fields, but to all intents and puiposss, the present ast is
ceing performed in the House of Represcntatives.

Neither the Haugen Bill or the Tincher Bill affords sub-
sncial relief - e exploited Awericn Lirmcs. Of the (wo,
the jjflaugen Bill unquestionably ahords o kit nore fhen douos
he Tincher Bill, which is simply a canmouilaged piece of legis-

Ril

Lo aiming to put the farmer to sleep on the Coolidge band-
tagon jo. 1920 and 1923,

~ The basic economic probiem for American agriculture is 13s
‘Cule as ever. The divergence between prices lor agricultural
mmodities and industrial commodities has been increasing
Witkin the last few months at a pace alogether too alarming
or the most conscious leadership of our ruling class. The World
?ar lent great impetus 1o the develmpment of American agri-
;;‘“Ure to capacities far bavond !he'd(‘lTlalldS' of (he so-cilied
oTmal world market. Besides, while industry is being operaied
;"g‘;:* lﬂﬂd more on a gigantic and collective, monopoly scale,
“ilhcu1t})ure is falling behind in development. when  compared
aven e tremendous progress in techuical and  commercial
xurel;a«wlth]" thg last decade. In the main, Anierican agricul-
o 18 still organised on the individual basis poevailing ai the
PGz oof this coptury.

larger Committee the Housz of Representatives, cousisting of
‘tar

The deepening crisis in agriculture is having its political
reflex in the class relationships in the United States. But we al-
ready hear talk about the “solid middle-west”.

We are now being introduced to “corn-belt commmittees.
An attempt is being niade to secure the passage of the Haugen
Bill through an alliance of the representatives of the farmers of
the middle west and the representatives of the cotton growers
of the south.

Simultaneously, however, there is being created a chasm
beetween the big bourgeoisie and the small bourg:oisie of the
South. In the House of Representatives, the small bourgeoisie of
the South have some substantial representation. In the Senate,

- they have considerably less.

Some sort of an agreemant between the representatives of
the Western and Southern small and middle farmers has been
arrived =1 through the arrangement to appropriate one hundred
million «. . of the three hundred and seventy million dolars pro-
vided for indirect farm-relief in the Haugen Bill to meet losses
nl cofton marketing operations. The spokesaizi of the big finan-
cial interests, located primarily in the East, are 2xerting every
possible pressure they can, on the Southern represemtatives, in
crder to break up this combination. The Bill, introduced oy
the reactionary Congressman Aswell of Louisiana, notorious
for his attempt to secure the enactment of wholesale deportation
legislation, is an example of the elforts of the Southern big
capitalist interests to win away the Southern agricultural, the
smaller cotton interests, fromr the camp of the mriddle western

congressmen.

The extent to. which confusion has crept into the camp of
the Csurgeoisie in their efforts to meet the agricultural crisis
is shown clearly by the fact that neither a political, ‘nor even
a numerical, nizjoritv could be securcd in the ilouse Agri-
cultural Commitiee consisting of twenty-one members for any
of the three major agricultural Bills now Lefore the House. Ci
course, since it wzs impossible to secure a majority in a com-
mitter of twentv-one, the likelihood of securing a majority in 2
435 members - is e¢ven <lnvner. Come what may., no maite
what Lbill bz passed or rcjectad by the House in its closing
deliterations, the hold of the Republican Parly on the agri-
zultural sections will be furthar considerablv weakened.

What may the farmers expect from the United States go-
verriment? Perhaps the besi answer to this question is to be
fzund in the recent action ol the Senate Committee on Interstate
Commerce in its dealings with the railroads. The railroads ow:
the United States $ 304,000.000. which were lent to them during
the war period by the United States Treasury. This money was
lent to the railroad interesis at the rate of six perceni. Only
the other dav the Seuate Comunittee on Interstate Commerce
rerorted favouralbly a bill for the reduction of the rate of inter-
ests from six to four and one half percent »n the anount owed

the governmeni by the railroads. This reducal rate of interest
means 2 2nnual loss to the Unitzl States government of more
than six million dollars.

At the sune time, the Seuatz is refusing to enact legislation
to give money to the land banks for use in helping the farmers
in the Piedmont regions of Georgia and South Carolina to mzet
the emergency caused by the severe drcught, which is the worst
experienced by the farmers in this territory in many vears. A
futile-eflort has been made to secure an appropriation of five
million dollars in order fo er2ble these farmers 10 nake loans
a: the local Fanks for the purpose ol meeting nterest on overdue

debis.

These South Carolna and Georgia farmers are being com-
rpaAled to borrow from local Fanks r exorbitant imteres: rates
or forced to lose their property. At the same time, the raiiroads
are being saved millivns of dollars by th: government. While
the railroads are enjoying a most Prospcrous year, mainy sec-
tions of these states have had their whole cotton crop dosiroy .
Nexrlv one hall of the countries of South Carolina have becn s0
hard hit that their entire crop has been wiped out.

Through the land bruks, the farmers of these rerritories owe
the government approximaiely one hundred million dollars. The
larmers being bankrupt cannot meet these obligations., They are
thus forced 10 give a second morigage on their farms or 1o
mestgar2 other properiv they mav happen to have at the local
banks. These banks charge the farmers a minimum inerest of
nine percent. The government consequently is compelling these
farmers to pay the loan sharks at least nine percem in order &
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meet the interest maturing on the mortgages controlled by the
land 'kanks of the Washingion administration.

It anyone wants to know whose government is now being
;un at Washington, all he has to do is to examine the avove
acis,

The American capitalists are ready to give practically a
woratorium on debts to railroads. to the Fascist government of
Italy and to all capitalist cliques in Europe and elsewhere but the
United States government is too poor to help farmers in distress.
Senator Nye of North Dakota does not stand one chance in a
million to get even the slightest consideration for his bill to
have the United States government accord the same treatment
1o the bankrupt farmers which it has accorded to the Fascist
government of Italy.

In the meanwhile, the workers in the industrial centers can
glean increasing signs of developing hostility on the part of
the small farmers to the big capitalist interests.

The class conscious proletariat of the United States has a
distinct and imperative duty in its relations to the agricultural
masses, It is the task of the working class to win over as many
of the agricultural masses as possible to its banner and leader-
ship in the fight against the big bourgeoisie. The contradictions
o Armerican agricultuval ecoromy are too inherent and ingrown
to be met by the half-hearted efforts of our capitalists. Herein is
a real opportunity for communist inspiration and leadership.

THE BALKANS

The Parliamentary Elections in Roumania.
By D. Fabian (Bucharest).

At th: end of May there took place in Roumania
general elections for the Chamber and the Senate.

The first Averescu government had, in the year 1022, i 2,
in e second yoor of oltice, completely fulfilled the tasks com-
wtted to it by the ruling classes. It hz2d, on (> one hand, by
the so-called agrarian rcform, deceived and paciiied the broad
masses of peasants, aid on the other hand by an unrestrained
white terror had decapitated and destroyed the labour movement.
Although General Avercscu at that time possessed a firm and
safe majority in parliament and although the legislative period
still ha({ two ycars to run, the king, without any ado, decided
one fine day to dissolve this governrment and entrusted with
the formation of a new government the Liberal Party, which
suw the ground cleared of all remnants of the uphzavel of
1917—1618 by General Averescu. This act was nothing eclse
than a coup d’état under the protection of the king, as at that
time the Liberal Party had in parliament only 7 cut of 330 seats,
i+ being the numerically weakest opposition group. The new
clociions which were held under terror, in which - the ktallot
Loxes were stolen and wholesale cheating teok place, gave this
cot,y d'é¢tat an appearance of fegality: the Perty which in the
¢ e ous padiament only had 7 seats, in the new elections wou
2ol seats,

the

In :he course of the follawing four vears this party, wiih
the aid of a new reactionary constitution and a new econonic
leislaiion. seized possession of all the wealth of the country.
At the s:me tune it avolished all existing civil rights, com-
pletely  subjugated the warking and peasaut masses, as well
4s the natonal minorities, and concentiated all rower in the
Staie. the municipalities and districts into th2 hands of the civil,
miltary and clercal bureaucracy.

In this wav there was set up the “legal™ diciatorship ol the
bank oi-rarchy, e landowners and Cienerals. At the same time,
how the masses of the people who were exposed to un-

i mation and plunged into nuserv by starvation
sup pression, were roused 10 indignation which found ex-
on i dowal revolts and outbreaks of desperation, while

s sought escape in esigraiion.

AT Tl 4

Communist Party of Roumarnia, thiottled by

v and terror, has the noepority of the organised, industrial
workers on itx side, but is still far from being the leader ot the
vorkmig and jeasant masses. The parties of the »democeratic”
opposition however, the Natonal and Prasant purtizs, led by
petty  bourgeois  elemints  or  paiiat reactionaries.  direcf

“ole policy tow ar s cotverting the kKne o Joanorao

.
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instcad of organising the resistance and the oifensive of the
masses against the alliance of the oligarchy.

The Roumanian oligarchy which possesses the political ex-
perience of century-long rule. is conscious that methods of
terror are more eitective wlen they are reinforced by political
means. During the rural elections of August 1925 and the
municipal elections of March 1020 they realised that, in spite
of the miserable capitulation of the cppesition leaders, the
masses are filled with hate against them. In order to allay this
hate and to give the appearance of a concession to the backward
masses, they “retired” frcan the government. In the same way
as they came to power by a coup d'état thev abandoned power
by initiating. with the king as an accomplice, a new coup
d'état. They called upon General Averescu fo take over the

reins of government, although his party only had eight seats in
parliament.

Although this manoeuvre of the Liberals was supported not
only bty General Averescu tut aiso by some reactionaries in
the National Party, the facts have proved that the political
consdiousness of the pezxsantry and the working class — that is
of the overwhelming majority of the population — is today
more davelped than either the oligarchy or the leaders of the
democratic opposition had imagined. The formation of the
figure-head- government of Geaneral Averescu was. regarded by
the masses as a challenge, and provoked tremendous excitement.
At the same time, however, they recognised that the clicy of
the leaders of the peasants and of the national minorities had
suffered shipwreck. The first success of the masses over the
leaders of the democratic opposition was that they compelled the
peasant leaders {o terminate the existing agreement with the
reactionary leaders of the National Party. The second success
of the masses was the withdrawal of the pro-liberal Right wing
from the National Party and its open adhesion to the camp
of the oligarchy. As a result the National Party, forsaken by
the mwasses, rejected by the court and *betrayed” by a con-
sideratle number of its leaders, collapsed.

Finally, in view of the increasing reaction, the idea of the
united front tock root among the masses: the united front which
should c¢iubrace the political and economic organisations ol
the working class, of the peasantry and of all sections of the
suppressed population. The formation of this united fromt would
have meamt a life and death struggle. Therefore, the oligarchy,
as well as the leaders of the opposition, sought to oppose
it, because the latter did not wish 1o fight and feared an
action on the part of the masses.-more than anything else.

The leaders of the peasant party were the first to return to
the alliance with the reaclionary National Party. They then
rejected the proposal of the united front brought forward by the
workers' and peasants’ bloc who proposed that the struggle
should Dbe conducted on the basis of the following concrete
programmie: chbolition of the liberal constitution and of all the
jaws against the workers and mnaticnal minorities, abolition
of the State of siege, amuesty, confiscation of the large estates
and their distribution among the peasants, social legislation etc.
The sooal democrats 2lso relused to tuke part in a joint action
on the basis of this fighting pregramme of the masses.

Altilough the government perceived the retreat of the oppo-
sition, it nevertheless felt 7o weak in the face of the furious
hate of the masses and thir firm Jdeterwination to vole 2!
sity price against the oligrachy. It therefore resorted in the first
nlace to bribery. It granted concessions to the Hungarian
magnies and opportunist Saxou politicians, created ad hoc 2
“Bulgrrian Party” and concluded an electoral alliance with the.
minoin parties. The government then resorted to an unheard-
ol bleodv terror. It drew un election lists which deprived ol
ihe right to vote nearly everybody suspected of “being oppositio-
aally inclined”. Haif ol the polling cards were not even de-
livered. Meetings were either forbidden or dispersed by the
gendarmerie. Tne villages were surrounded by cordons of troops
and shut ofi from the outside world. No opposition speaker
was allewed to enter them. Many localites were declared 10
be in quarantine and werz thus altogether shut out from the
election. In many districis even the nomination ol the can-

iidates was prevented. The appeals of the opposition were
condtseated.

The terror, however, was directed before all against the
working class. The workers’ and peasaunts’ bloc was ~carcelt
.sle to nominate half of the proposed candidates. Humdreds
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of workers and thousands of peasants were arrested and cruelly
ill-treated by the gendarn:erie. Three candidates of the peasanis
party were wounded and many peasants were murdered. Ii
the little Bessarabian town of Calarasi a meeting of peasants wois
fired upon by machine guns.

On the day ¢t the election hundreds of candidates and
functionaries of the onposition were arrested at the polling
booths. In Bucharest all the functionaries of the workers’ and
peasants’ bloc were arrested. Cwing to the lack of any control
or check — or in spite of the existence of such a check — th2
ballot boxes were tampered with or removed.

In this manner this most unpopular govermment was aiic

to obtain a compact majorily from the ballot boxes. It “obtained”
60% of all votes casr, although, it is true, only 48% of the
electors voted. Cwing to the Mussolini election law the go-
vernment list received 280 mandates, the Peasant and National
Party 77, the Liberal Party 14 and the fascist anti-semitic
Party 9 seats. The latter obtained the 9 mandates with 38,000
votes, whilst the social democrats who polled 35,000 votes and
the workers’ apd peasamts bloc who rpolled 28,000 votes did
not return one candidate. At the Senate elections the govern-
ment obtained 108 out of 113 seats.
_ The “legal” dictatorship has therefore Ltcven saved. This
victory however is iliusory. The mwost backward masses are
awakening to political life. The oligarchy has this t.me succeeded
in distorting the will and the leaders of the= opposition have
succeeded in abusing the coniidence of the masses. In the
meantime signs ol stormy are increasing. Sooner or later the
masses of the workers, peasants and suppressed minorities will
form the united front of labour which will ke capable, in
determined and open fight, to shatter the united front of the
oligarchy and their confederates. The best guarantee for this
are the votes in tihe numerous rural districts which for the first
time were cast for the workers and peasants’ bloc.

ECONOMICS

The Negotiations for the Regulation of
France’s Debts to Great Britain.
By J. Dupleix (Paris).

Raoul Péret, ths Minister of Finance in Briand’s Cabinet,
has returned from London where he has been negotiatmg with
his British colleague, Winston Churchill, in regard to an
agreement between France and Grear Britain to cover France's
debts to Great Britain,

Tnese war detts are theoretically divided into two cale-
gorres:
I. The debt of the French Goverament to the Government
of Great Britain, the political debt, which within the last year
s aniounted 10 620 miflion pounds sterling.

2 The debt of the Banque de France to the Bank of Eng-
land, the commercial debt, which iotals 00 miliion pounds
sterling,
~As cover for the political debt a sum of 33 million pounds
sterling 1 geld is devosited in the vaults of the Bank of Eng-
land, which sy has been taken from the gold rese ves of
the Banque de France. As cover for the commercial debt au
imount of gold frem the same source and valued at 18 miliion
Pounds sterfing has been deposited.

Concernipg the political debt -~ against which neoither
@pital instahments nor interest payments have been made
& preliminiary agreement draft was drawn up in August 1025

between the Frenth Finance Minister of that time, Caillaux,
State debt wis [0

2d Churchill, According 1o this drait the de

liquidated in €2 yearly payments each of 12,5 million pounds
‘lerling, Great Brirain, hewever, reserved the right to require
 increase in the value of the amnual payments in case the
French debt 10 the United States of America should be re-
gulated wpon conditions less favourable to France than those
Provided “in the Caillaux-Churchill agrecment draft. Further-
More, Caillaux succeeded in gaining acceptance of the prlncxp!c
of having  Frap;ce capacity o pay depend upon receprs ac
ffuing from th> Dawes-Plag.
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Now, however, the conditions for the settlement of France's
debts to United States are, according to the Mellon-Bérenger
agrecineny, harder ihan these provided in the negotiations carried
on by Caillaux. Furthermore, the dependence clause has had
10 Lbe relinguisiied. The claims of the British Government are,
on this account, naturaily greater than thev were last vear, and
they will, in view of the considerabie Jelict caused by State
‘dising of (he coal-mining industry as well as through the

subs

geueral stiike, be further increased.

It the condiiions governing the regulation of France's debt
o the United States are to apply to the regulation of the debt
to Great Britain, 00 annual payments averaging 13 million
pounds sterling will have to be mude in order to liquidate the
political debt i0 Great Britain; the condiiions, therdore, are
considerably more stringent than those of 1025

Concerning the debt of the Banque de France to the Bank
of England, it should be pointed out that these two ranks of
emission concluded an agreuinent in the year 1923 whereby
the 60 million pounds loaned to the Banque de France shou'd
be repaid in annual payments rising from 5 million founds
sterling in the year 1924 to 9 million pounds sterling in the
year 1928 to reach 15 :million pounds sterling in the year
1929 and concluding with a final payment of 5 millions in the

year 1930.

Relying upon the payments which France should make
under the heading of the liquidation of the commercial debt,
Péret counted upon being able to merge the political debt and
the conmmercial debt. The repayments made by France under the
heading of the iatter .were to represent France’s first payments
towards the liquidation of the total debt to Great Britain. This
would have admitted of no payments being contemplated before
the year 193¢ higher than those already provided for in the
contract concluded between the Banque of France and the
Bank of England. This would have allowed the French banks
a certain breathing space.

Associated with this plaun devised by France there was the
very ardent desire to expedite the repayment of the 71 million
pounds sterling deposited tv France as pledge in the Bank of
England but still appearing as gold reserve in the balance-
sheet of the Banque de France.

Now that the franc has suffered further great depreciation
the return of, at least, a few millions out of the 71 million
peunds sterling deposited in Londoa (representing 1780 million
gold francs) would have greatly assisted the French Government
in maintaining the franc exchamge. Now, however, the first
repayment of 3 million pounds sterling will not take place before
the vear 1023,

According to the view of the British negotiators the yearly
pavments in liquidation of ‘France's political debt — averaging
about 15 million rounds sterling -~ should be made in addition
to the yearly pavirents 2oainst the commercial debt. For the
French Treasury “thiz could mean burdensonie conunitments
which might jeopardise the balancing of the budget and the value
of the franc.

It will be seen that Péret has to derl in london with a
British Cabinet whose inexorability is stiffened through bud-
geaary  difticulties. Comcerning the 71 million pounds sterling
of the Banque de France, these form part of the gold reserve
in the Bank of England which has served to bring the pound
storfing up to gold parify and to keep it there. No govermmiem
of Great Britain could sanction the releise of this reserve without
causinz diffrculty in the maintenance of the British currency.

The defeat which Péret has suffered in London and which
can he disguised only with great Jdifficulty bas had its effect
upon the exchange market. It was the hope of the French Mi-
nister. of Finance to find sufficient financial suprort in Great
Britain to enable him to intervene upon the exchunge marke
in supvort of the franc. He was unab'», hewever, to arrange
auvihing deftnite with the City banks. The President of the Bank
of ¥nglend, Montagu Norman, acting in agreemoent with New
York financiers has got Péret to undertake an attempt io sta-
Bilise the frane as an indispensible condition of Anglo-Saxen
assistance.

For the purposes of stabilisation it is comiemplate 10
alolish the medest measures which the capitahists and Hnan-
cgard to their holdings or to their specnlations:

Jie conswmption tax which hits the

ciers adopt in .
abolishing the

10 increase considerabh _
siasses ot the people: o increase prodeciion by
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uy 3av: 1o take coorcive measures in order to resist wage
dvancenant in conformity with the increase of prices.

This policy, which meels with the approval of the
Suaxen and the French capitalists,
m2asses exciusively. It is probable that its execution will shortly
be suprortzd by the Government and also by the parliameniary

group ol the Lefi Bloc, whose impotence becomes clearer day
v o day,

Anglo-
will oppress the working

IN THE INTERNATIONAL

The Results of the Sixth Session of the
Enlarged E.C.C. L

(Report delivered to the tunctionaries of the Moscow organi-
sation of the C. P. S, U)
By G. Sinoviev.
(Conclusion)

1. The'lnternational Labour Movement and the
Main Lines of Direction of the C. 1.

Trend to the Left of the International Labour Movement.

The second group of questions which the Enlarged Exe-
‘utive  discussed, coitcerns . the condition of the international

our movement. The Executive had to exnress its opinion on
4 whole number of new phenomena in this sphere. There is
indced something new; that is a certain trend to the Left in
e international Labour movement, which is particularly striking
it we compare the condition of two vears ago with the phz-no-
wiona which can now be observed in all capitalist couniries
w'th the exception ol Anserica.

L

What are the causes of this trend to the Left? The Cosintarn
somted out four causes,

Firstly: th> uncertain stabilisation leads to a dewerioration
in the material situation of the working masses in a nuitier ol
countries. Capitalism now counts five million of unemployed. Its
temperary stubilisation is being achieved it the cost of wageos.

Secondly: in a number of the most inportant Europaan
couniries the Ce-jiticr peliey has sufferzd collapse. For a whole
period, Social Damocracy has trizd in s:veral countries, in
Germany, France, Sweden, Belgivm ete. 1o creaie a stable posi-
tion by a Coalition with the bourgeoisie. These atterw)is have
Lroken down,

In one of the last mwmers of the *Sozialistitscheski Wesinik”
(the organ of the Russwian Mensheviki i Berlin) we find a feuille-
:on by Dan, the welicknown Menshevist leader, under the title
ol “Tha Crisis in the Coalition Policy”. Fven the Menshevist
lender cannot denv the fact that the Coalitan policy is passing
throught a crisis inoa number ol count ey There canvot of
course B2oany cusstion of a resusrection of the 20, International,
but the Tact ob a real trend to the Left camnor b deni b oven
by Don

Vi third conee of the trend fo the Ledt i the aternational
Laboas oovanon is the ceenomic growth of the Soviet Union,
Jie glgantic mocess of the huildary an o of Sa2alsim which s
caing on i oour eountry. It is long sinc: our revoluwion exer-
Coa2dothe power of attvaction which it iy doiny to-dav. The

ywhers of other countries who have sem their 'k‘lcgal'nns to
us, have understond instinctivelv what is going

on hore in

Pusaa. They know — even the Comminist workers realise than
oy well that we have to straggle arainst enormious diit-

calties, Phis has werntoan extremely important factor i the
cend 1o the beft of the Social Democratic massys in Europe.
Iois a matizr of comnon suowledge what o great ~art has Feen
~tived pthe Labour movement by the Englishe German,
Laatrian and varions other debgatons which have visited us.
Fourthly: The werkers of the Furopean coantmes el
matinsinvely that the danger of imperiahist wars is again gra-
Saath appeoachine This danger also drives them to the Lelt,
S ofact whoh shoald not be wederrated, In the atesy farce at
Ceneva, in tre Cosforence of Lecarno, in the attempis 10 isole
the Soviet Union, in the victory of the §nglish Conser atives,
Enropean workers, who very weli kinew  what an im-

‘-
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perizhist war means, sense the approach of a danger of a new
war, They are not mnstaken; their class instinct is right in
teiling them that the danger is an exremely real one. They cast
their glances all round and involuntarily leok lor a power
which might save them from a new war. They thus, nawrally,
come to the conclusion that their only possible ally in this case
is the Soviet Union as it alone is seriously taking up the hight
against the danger which threatens.

The question is where the limits of this trend to the Left
are to be found, what can bz built up on it and what not. This
is a very important guestion. On the basis of this trend to the
Leit of the working masses, the tactics of a united front have
entered on a new phase. It is on the basis of this trend to the
Leit that the toundation of the Anglo-Russian Trade Union
Committee wus possible. We have already said that our chief
path, the old path of the Comintern consists in the organisation
of the Commums: Parties, in the vconsolidation of Communist
nuclei. We are already marching along this path. Side by
side with it. however. a ncw path has Sacome visible, which
we must 1ot forget. This path is the formation of the Anglo-
Russian Trade Union Comnnttee, the visits of delegations ol
vorkers to our ccunity — mnew phenomena which_ are pro-
ceeding on the soil of the trend to the Lelt which is taking
place in the international Labour movement. These new facts
should be for us a starting point for our further work in
carrying out the tactics of umity. We are making every efiort in
order to call into beinyg a Leit trade union wing in every country.
At the same time, however, we must not overestimate this move-
ment, we musi not think that it can replace Yo us the old main
rath of the Communist International.

I: we trace the curve of the Labour movement, from the
foundation of the 2nd International to the first rears of the
3rd International, we see that the wave of Reformist illusions
now sinks and now rises — depanding on the course of economic
development, depending on the cou-se of political events. Men-
shevist illusions will still arise under the influence of various
factors. We can only erect a firm and stable building on our
cwil Lommum:.t Parties, on our party nuclei, which have passad
through our school, have accepted our programme, who wish
to become Bolshn‘\t\ and who wish to join the organisation
nf our ranks.

Thus the Executive has established the following diagnosis:
there is, as a matter of fact, a certain trend to the Leit amorg
the working class. Its causes are deeply rooted. The development
of this '»huw'x enon niist be pmmoted This trend 10 the Leoit
of the wmkm: class makes it pessible for us to advancy with
cur policy of “the united front and to hrm a Lelt wing ol the
Social Domocratic party evervuwhere, We must noi, Fowaver.
el ourseives be carried away. We must not boieve inthe
resurrection of the 2 Iniernatioral, must not believe that
even now we can rely tirmiy oand penvnomly on these Let

oe

elements, The most important basis of the Contmern, its origial
joundation are the Conninnmist Parties, When the Conrrunast
International grows in nuubers, when it can rely on dozens Ol
warge Coanninist orgaitisiions stohoas the Genean, Fronch,
Uaglish, Czech, Halian ores oo, the we can wadertake assaults
on the eaemies’ camp, then we can deiach the woskers from their
Soral Demossuic leaders and exercise an jidluence inoour
own favo 1w on the working massas in the interest of mamtainng
and exnandiar the Angdo-Ression Commitiee. 1 ha o the dmse s
damiers will not ~u"‘od in dispersing the Anclo-Russian Com-
nittze. We shall endeavour to find dozens of new wiays 9!
developing  the tactics of the united front in depth and M
exent, l.u.uht by experience, we shall righily appreciate the
value oif the trend to the Left wht Lh is going on in the workmny
ass. we siiall not underratz its i corfance nor yei overrate il

The Figirt tor a United Trade Umion internationai

The guesiion

af the s unions s Gosohy
the question just deslt wihn Tu
threr wears we hine

coanected with
the otz b the iast o of
baco1 2 convineed that the solution ol il
irde union question is an -ssential condition ior he wctics ol
the united front. The German, Malian and a num’ er of ot
mta-belt greops have .H’\ noin connction with this questio
Lhe Chie! misiake of 1he a-ieft 15 that they do noi grasp i

e tace of trade un‘on wock and admin of dc\mxons ir
Lemmnisme in this respect.
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It was a maticr of course that at this Enlarged [xecutive
which concernad itself with the exact definition of the tactics
of a united front, great attention was devoted to the trade union
question. The question as to whether our Soviet trade unions
should or should not be allowed 10 join the Amsterdam Inter-
national alone. was much to the fore. 1 openly admit that some
foreigns comrades are inclined to answer this question in the
positive. thev would be glad to push the Soviet trade unions
on to the path of independent affiliation to Amsterdam.

The standpoint of our Party in this quesiion is well known
from a number of resolutions, but especially from the letter
of our Central Commitiee to our brother parties, shortly after the
ith Party Congress. in which it is categorically stated that:

. The C. C. of the C. P. of the Soviet Union most de-
cidedly refutes all the counter-revolutionary gossip sug-
gesting that the trade umions of the Sovicet Union intended
to join the Amsterdam irade Union Federation or that
the Soviet Union was contemplating joining the League of
Nations.”

This is the point of view of our Party. | identify mysell
with it and the Coniintern also take this view. I Lelieve that the
independent, isolated entry of our trade umions into the Amster-
dam [nternational would not only mean the collapse of the
R L L. U. bui, in the present situation, a serious blow for

ist Initernational. In view of the whole situation it
would mean losing our conmection with the hest sections of
ihe working class, with its vanguard. This is why we con-
linwe to hold the point of view that a united world trade union
International must b2 created. Under no circumstances shall we
coient o our trade unions joining the I. F. T. U. independently.
~ There can be no doubt that this point of view has the efiect
of coniing down the English trade unions to a cerfain extent.
Some of them hoped that we should put on a few airs and
graces, offer a little resistance, arrange a few meetings - and
then find our way to Amsterdam. When they saw. however,
that we are honestly in favour of unity, but of the unity of the
trade unions of the whole world, that we shall not for a moment

the Conimun

admit of a breach between our revolutionary trade unions and

those of the German, Freach, Czech and other nations, when
they had become convinced that we will not give up our free-
dom of agitation, even after a congress for unity, and shall
‘omtinu~ 10 fight for our ideals, some of the sham “Left”
English trade unions began to vacillate.

Bordiga, one of the representatives of the ultra-Left, accused
IS at the Fxecutive of having abandoned the old slogan “Amster-
dam or Moscow”. We replied that this is not true. that we
"ave not abandoned this slogan and have no intention of aban-
dning it. We are now fighting for trade union unity, but we
:’Mke no secret of the fact that. if we succeed in creating a
nified trade union International, we shall not lower the bamner
t:! Mo.scow before the Reformist banner of Amsterdam, and we
hall fight for our principles even within the new unified Inter-
"onal. In other words, the dispute “Moscow or Amsterdam”

®ntinves but jn apother form.

The Comintern and Social Democracy.

,,.,,L'k"t other conferences. the VI Sessicn of the Enlarged Fxe-
e did not pass without certain internal dissensions. In view
it P of circumstances in which the individual
ety ”A]bl ‘arties have to work. in view of the diiliculties in
The Ea + Mistakes and crises are inevitable to a certain extent.
¢ Bilarged Executive had again to be very much on its
;.rrm:d };n order to prevent deviations to one sid: or the other

the Leninist fines of the Communist International.

J‘.Elhl;re were indeed somne attempts to lead the Comintern
.‘:]FC“"Om its main principles. The attempt ias mide for
World »C(;O undertake a cerain revision ol the lines of the 5tfl
Rishr o t’!’gress. The form given to the question by the French
ehy, ”-]0\2131 the rgsoluhons of the tirst rcur Congresses are
“rades S€ _of the 5th on the other hand are erroncous. Other
Ve ibe"PTQSS it less frankly but tend to hold the same
o noove all they maintain that the characterisition ol
:_m d{llmcra':\’ bv the '5:}1 \onr'ld Qongrcss is yo»d:lf' mn-
f)?nvm;'ac(.)o- Severe, that it is imnossible to describe Social
‘ﬂt‘ticg 1f" such harsh terms and at the same time 1o preach
iy o0 the united front to the Social Democratic workers.
' OPinion. these objections are entirely wrong., The cha-

ol the multiplicity

racterisation of Social Democracy by the 3th World Congress
is and vemiains absolutely righl. This characteristic is surely
riain enough, The 5th Congress said that Europgan Social
Democracy is oiten intertwined with Fascism, that European
Social Dimocacy might, in a siiawoer ol States, be described as
the third party of the bourgeossie.

Do not the leadess of the American Labour movement ro-
present *the third party of the [ourgeoisie”, is not their act
vity miost closely bound up with. Fascism? ’

Or iake the French Socialist party. It does not indeed direct-
ly participate in the Government, but it sapports the Briand
Government in all essentials. Without its support Briand could
not rule for a single day. It hands over the pztty bourgeoisiz
and a section of thie workers to the mercy of the large tour-
gevisie ol which Briand is the representative. Can it be deniad
that it 's-a “third party of the Lourgeoisie”r

It is seoerfluous o speak of such Sotial Democratic parties
as the Bulgarian or the Roumamian or the Hungarian which,
with the h»lp of the police, fight against the Coirunists, have
them impreconed, storm their buildings eic. The part plaved
by the Bulgarian Sovial Democrats in the physical destruction of
a whole generation of Bulgarian Comumunists 1s well known. Are
they not the “third” party of the bourgeoisie, do they not march
shoulder to shouider with the Fascists? The same may be said
of the leadzrs =f a whole nwnher ol ths Sacial Democratic
parties.

It would. of course, be quite wrong were wo to admnit of
a revision of the 5th Worid Congress in the question of its
estimate of Social Democracy. The Enlarged Executive remained
unshaken in its loyalty to the resolufions of the 5th World

Congress.

I have received a communication which savs: “Are thev
not. in England, thinking of marrying the 2nd lLternaticnal to
the Communist International?” That is just th2 trouble, that
some people think that attempts are being made in this di-
rection. The Independent Labour party, the largest political
organisation in England. Macdonald’s party, published on March
Ist a resolution »-oposing that a Conference be hald bet-
ween the 2nd and 3rd Internationals with a view to amalga-
mation. At this d'scussion, three questions were to be laid
before the 3rd Intornational. Firstly: “Is the 3rd International of
the opinion that socialism can only be materialised through an
armed Hght?” Anparently those who put the question believe
that the capitalists can be persuaded to yield their place volun-
tarily to the workers. The sccond question concerns the Russian
and Cweorgian Social Democrats in Sovist prisons. The third
question is about our “policy of splifting” within the Labour
movement. These are the three “small” questions which they
nitend to put to us. ’

It is a mat2e of course that we spurn anv vossibility of
regotiations with regard to the amalgamation of the 2nd and
3rd Internationals as well as of individual Social Democratic
and Communist parties. In various couniries, where we have
proposed to the Social Democratic workers to fight in commion
with us for the economic or the most elementary political de-
mands of the workers, the opportunist leaders frustrate our
plans and, on their part propose: “if we are to unite, let it
not be in small questions, let us rather form a united party.
a united Infernational”. T fear that in this case we are faced
by an atterent of this kind.

There was then an inclination, though not a very pro-
nounced one, 1 evise the resolutions of the 3th World Con-
gress as to iis estimate of Social Democracy, it was an attemni
1o overrate the importance of the trend to the Left in the Labour
movement, and an attempt to interpret this trend to the Left
A8 2 symtoin of the resurrection of the 2!, Intermational. An
attempt was also snade to persuade the Soviet trade unions to
join Amsterdam. Furthermore the French Right tried to revise

our attitude towarlds war.
cieoequallyostrong and ohstinate  attearpis

At the -
were made to bepd ihe liue ol the Cominmiern in an ulira-Left
directioa. Thise ateniots originaed with Bordiga, the Italing
comrade and with some ultva-Left German groups, Phiree gronss
of this xind may Se distinguished, At the head of one groun
exclus‘on trom the pasy ws ol

s a4 Certim Ratz, whose
jusitlied; hz feader o the second groun is Prol. Korsch. wio
openly awkes 1 an atiinde against the policy of the Cominiern
Covomanist Partizs; the third groon s ander the

Ruth Fischer and Maslow, [he o nlira-

and of th-
leadership of

first



Lit groups tried opunly, and the third in a concealcd oo, 10
detlect the hne of the Comintern in the direction ol a negative
attitude towards the tactics of a united iront, they tried to
advocate an erroneous standpomt with regard to the trade
vnions, they tried to spread fundamentally incorrect views (in
the first group even counter-revolutionary omnes) with regard
10 the significance of the Russian revolution, tha Soviet Power
and the Conuntern.

Apart from this, endeavours were made both by the Right
and the Left to lead us away from the old lines of the Comintern
in questions of organisation, as for instance in the question of
factory nuclei as tha basis of our party,

The Deviations to the Right in the French Party.

Everyone who is well informed as to the history of the
Communist movement, knows that in our fight ior the lines ol

Leninism we have often had to combat deviations 1o the Right
and to the Left at the same time,

The deviations to the Right have presented themsclves
chiefly in the forin of the French group of Souvarine and Co.
1 know that rumours are in circulation that we have persecuted
the Souvarine group with unjustifiable severity, that they are
nut bad Comununists ete. I will illustrate by examples what this
group represents. At the 5th Congresss, Souvarine was excluded
from the Comintern for a year with the rider that, if he bzhaved
in a disciplined manner, he might bring up the question of
his re-admission in a year's time, Souvarine undersiands a
intle Russian, he is a fairly gifted journalist; he has, however,
written a whole number of articles against the Conununist
liuternational, thus compelling the 5th World Congress to pro-
ceed against him. After the resolution of the 5th Congress, he
ook no step to facilitate his readmission to the paity. lle
tegan to publish a paper dirocted against the Conmnunist Inter-
national. This paper he calls the “Bulletin Communiste’ although
it contains nothing of a communist nature and 15 gradually
wrning into a counter-revolutionary journal. 1 will quote a few
extracts from the articles and declirations ol Souvarine that
you. may vourselves be convinced what is his real attitude to-

wards the lnternational and the rench party to which he wishes
3 be readinitted.

e writes for ‘nstance:

*“We cannot condemn 0o severely the amorality, cyvnicism,
hepocerisy, mendacity,  misrepresentation.  amiguity  and
intrigue which characierise the high policy of ihe newest
tvpe of Leninists who only waited to; Lenin's death in
order to use his name {or their own purposes.”

Souvarine wrote this against the leaders of French
The second quotation is devoted to the Comimtern.

“Why did Moscow i 1024 issue an order thai the
icaders of the Czech party should be relieved? Who was
nominatad into the C. C.? DPersons who have many
ofipnse to hush up; Leninists recruited in 1024 police s»
thieves, strikebreakers etc.”

arth.,

It is evident from this that the backstairs' gossip ol the
W hite Guards has been coliected by Souvarine and published
in his “Bulietin Communiste”. Thess  quotations  reveal the
true character of the people round Souvarine, When they saw
that the Comnmunist International and the French workers Je-
nunded stoict discipline, thev broie away from the Connnunist
party. When the war in Morocco began, the attituie of the
C. P. of France towards international tactics was a tiiiy heroe
and exemplary one; Souvarvine and his group on ihe other hand
worhed agamst the partys they worked against the anti-war
sirike in which about a million workers participated.

From this on» can judze whothier the Communist hiter-
nationzl treated him with oo great severity. Inomy opinion. the
Communist Imernational dealt with Souvarine in a perizctly just
wav. The <ame must be said with recard to Monatie and
wosmer, who iosm one groun with Souvarine. They oviginally
pibbished a small newspapes in coqnnon, called “The Prole-
Leran Revolution™. They thn bezan to publish two papers with
e aea 0f a dnviseon of labour., »The Proletarian Revolution”
ceined i the heeds of Monatte and Rosmier dor the popose
SV rade von proscgandas and Senvarine published thy “Baties
AT camtatiing puoeis polueal natte. Monane and Rosinen
comtribuwied 1o this paperand sapported Souvarine's policy,

g
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They very cleverly made use of these two na2wspapers for
agitation in favour of their group. They even suocceeded in
winning over a number of workers — a very small number,
it is {rue —- 10 thair side. 1t 1s quite possible that they will be
able to form some kind of a party; that is by no means difficult
in France. In that country 100—200 persons of the saine way of
thinking may call a “party” into being and, with the help of
the “Left” bourgeoisie, may possibly even get ane or two de-
puties into Parliament. This is all the more easy because our
party in France is still comparatively young. It arose almost
entirely out of Social Democracy. it had successively to cleanse
iself from Freemasons, camp-iollowing advocates, syndicalists
who would not accept the point of view of the Comynunists
and linally the fast cleansing, the exclusion ol Souvarine,

Souvarine, who has but a slight knowledge of Russian con-
ditions, tried also to intrigue between the groups with various
tendencies within our party. The Right deviation was most
clearly emphasised by this group who sent a worker called
Engler to the Executive and bombarded us with various de-
clarations, Engler is an upright comrade, who is, however, so
thoroughly imbued with the traditions of Reformism that he
himself was not clear as 1o what he was doing there. The
Commwinist International, of course, aimed powerful blows at
this Right deviation.

The Right deviation has recently found especially crass ex-
pression in Norway, where we have a serious nass party
supported by the trade unions. In this Party, however, there
is also a wing which is inclined to liquidste. It is enough to
point out that th> secretary of one of the provincial organisations
recently wrote an ariicle in the orgaon of the Tranmael party
which “is hostiie to us. in which he stated that the Communist

Party must be liguidated and amaigamated with Tranmael's
Labour party. )
Deviations towards the Right have also occured in a

number of other partis, for instance in the Spanish, Dutch,
Czecho-Slovakian and partly also in the Polish Party.

On the Ultra-Left in Germany.

I'he ultra-Leit deviation was this time chiefly represented
by the German groups. This is no coincidence but is’explained
bv the stage of development at which the C. P. of Germany
has arrieved. It has seen some eruptions of civil war. After
this camez a long standstill. In 1923 we saw the defeat of th:
Right Brandler group which, at the party Conference it itsell
had called. not only did nothing to correct its mistakes but
did evervihing n its power 1o aggravate the situation, and
thus roused the distrust of the whote Party. On the soil which
Had  been peepared by Brandier's mistakes. there grew up
and tlourished the ultra-Left deviation which caused 1m neasurable
harm 10 our German brother Party.

Vowilh oot
Blrween

~

discuss in detail at this noanent. the relation
thos Execivive and the Ruth Fischer-Maslow Centra!
1 is well known that at one time we had to place the leadership
of the Party in the hands of this groun as there was no oher
alrernative. Tor a time it was hoped that this group would
learn from its own :istakes and that, with the help of the Conr
mtern, it would work its way up 1o being a Bolshevist nucieus
ot the C. P.oof Germany., This was not thie case. Ruth Fischer
and Maslow continued with their Left Dlunders and led tie
Party on himes which were onposed to those of the Comintern

Tn August 1625 when we were copvineed that Masiow
and Ruth Fischer were leading the Part along wroag patin
and that, in oshite of 2l our erdeavours, the hine of the Geimn
C .C. was not corrected, ve felt compelied 1o hein the Geitn
Party to carry out a tborough ¢huuge in the leadership of the
C. Pool Germonmy. wonve the time whon the C.C. o removed Rut
Doscher and Masiow from the leadership, it consists chiefly of
woskers, with Cowrade Phalmann, one of the et functionarics.
at its heads and, with the heip of the Fxeentive
vioualle resuits,

. it has achiev d
Pl workers have gradually gone over to e
stde of the C. C., which has worked on coriect lnes, Support:d
~vothe Execwive. the nucleus round the C. €. s constant:
crawing.,

Nesortheless the nltra-Left is still strong. 1t is indeed dox
CEAlNg polore our eves, as ity fundamental lines are wron.
standpoiat of the nlra-Lelt in the quostions of trade unes
ot B unfwd front is wrong, it is an obstacle in the piv
cvards owentiing over the masses. We hope that the Geri

Lol



T ————— .

e e
e PBIRL W T —=- -

International Press Correspoadence

No. 153 e

C. C. wiil succeed in exposing the true nature of the ultra-
Left, and in freeing the Party from the influence of that group.

We also summoned Comrade Ernst Mever, an old functionary
of the German Party, who at one time took part in the orga-
nisation of the Right group and even now is the representative
of a specia! group within the C. P. of Germany — although he
denies the existence of a specially organised fraction — to

appear before the Executive. Undoubtedly he still has certain

leanings towards the Right. At the Plenum he stated that he
had only siupported the C.C. because the C.C. had come to him
Jand not vice versa. In a resolution, we pointed out the error
of this standpoint. We knew that Comrade Meyer would under-
stand this and would coliaborate with the German C. C. The
chief fight however was carried on against the ultra-Left group
and in the first place against the Ruth Fischer-Maslow group.
The great mistakes made by this groups are sufficiently known.

In this direction the C. P. of Germany will no doubt meet
with great difficulties; we should allow ourselves no illusions in
that respect. Under the new leadership however, the C. P. of
Germany can already boast of good results. The course of
the campaign for the expropriation of the princes is generally
known. The question of an expropriation of the former ruling
houses without compensation has been brought up.

In Germany to-day the number of the umemploved is mnose
than two niilion. And it is at such a time that 1ite questiou
is raised of restoring to the ex-Kaiser two milliards of gold
marks for “juridical™ or other reasons. The Communists fought
Jgainst the nroposal and declared that it would be much batter
0 use this sum for supporting the unemployed. Needless to
s2y, this proposal has found enthusiastic support among the
masses.

On the initiative of the Communists, 12 miilion votes were
collected. There still remains the plebiscite, at which the pro-
posal of exprodriation must be bicked by more than half the
‘otes registered at ,the last election. If the Communist Party
and those who svmpathise with it. succzed in producing more
ihan 20 million votes, the Conmuunist party will have turned
this question into a fighting question for German politcs as a
whole. Such a victory woull help the Party 1o nersuade the
Masses to make the rtactics of a united front a realitv. to win
over the Social Democraiic workeis,

. At the Fnlarged Executive the remuants of the ultra-Left
ieology, which siill exist, had to be unrasted. For this reason
2 detailed resolution against the ultra-Left deviation in Germany
was passed as well as one against the Right deviation in the
Trench Party. Both resolutions are very important and both are
wed on the same lines. i. e. the further development of the
‘etics of the united front. and the furcther development of
Leninism which combats hoth the Right and the ultra-Left
Geviations. It js not in Germanv alone that we have an uitra-
Left deviation; in the Italian Party it is represented by Comrade
Bordiga, in the Polish party it is associatzd with the name of
Comrade Domski. In the Norwegian aud in the Frenchi Party
e are also ultra-left deviatioﬁs.

It may therefore be said that the correct mrarching roue
of the last Enlarged Executive is bounded by two lines —
he Right in France and the ultra-Leit in Germany. The tight
“inst these two deviations helved in the working out of the

fendamental lines of the Executive.

The Struggle with Social Democracy for the Masses.

I shouid like, first of all, to sav a few words about a short
i tharaieristic enisode. Conrads Rafs, one of the Russian
' draors in the apparatas of the . C. C. L. was dissansiied
e political theses which were unanimously approved of
our Pol. bureau and stated:

“It is difficult. nay even finposs ble for a Russian com-

\”d‘-‘ to criticise the theses of the C. . of the Sovict Union

“iore the Enjarged Exccutive. This is all the more dilfi-

clt because even those who are well informed always run

he danger of blundering, as they <o uoi know the stratg

Vith regard 1o the suject in question, as they do nof Kiow

"‘.'h.al has been sa:d in a particular case and with what

vt whethar or pot something  has been said  inten-

tonally so that thoughts mav be concealed. To-day there

S & great deal of strategy both mside and outside e

Pan"\;_ﬁ .
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Comrade Rafes is further of the opinion that the proposal
of the 1. L. P. of Great Britain to amalgamate the 2nd and
the 3rd Imnternmatiomal should not be answered by am abrunt
“No”, but that negotiations should be entered imto with the
object of attracting people etc.

O course we must attract the -masses. In Great Britain
we are also succeeding in attracting them. But it is pot on this
that Comrade Rafes lays political emphasis. e says:

“A serious and influential poiitical group (i. e. the
functionaries of the Independent Labou- party. G. Z.) shows
sympathy with us under pressure from the masses of
workers.” ]

Is this true? No! The masses of workers are in symjpathy
with us, but by no means the oificial upper stratum of the I. L. P.
This is just what we must make plain to the broadest muasses of
the workers.

Corrade Rafes of course only represents his own point
of view. 1 know of no one else in our Party who wisies for
or would consent to am amalgamation of the 2nd and 3-d

Internationals.
Our answer to the projosal for amalgamation was s
follows: — if the Indercndent Litour Pariy of Gieat Britin

wishes to join in a united fromt witit us, let it begin by com-
bining with the British Communists in the support of he
British miners’ strike. That would be a nnited iront.

It is indeed characteristic that voices such as that of Con-
rade Rafes are beginning to penelrate even into our ranks.
This attitude corresponds to the aititude of mind in vo ioas
groups of other narties of whicit I have spoken. It is quite
clear that if we wish to carry througlt the firm Lenini:t e
against the Right and the ultra-Left doviations, we must cotnbat
these views wiup all energy.

For those who would understand the tactics of the unit:d
front it is very important to get to know the social composi-
tion of the Social Democratic parties.

P. of Germany in

Among  84.000 members of the S.
March 1023, 1200 were leading party officials; To00 trade union
ofiicials; 600 members of the National and Provincial Adnuini-
strations; 6500 members of the Municipal Administration;
30,000 members of Town Councils; 1500 burgo rasters; 2300 in
the emplovment of the Municipalities etc. Thus. more than
50,000 Social Democrats are employed in  the administrative
apparatus of the Labour organisations. Apart from this there
are in the Social Democratic party 100,000 small traders and
non- proletarian housewives, 10,000 hotel and restaurani keepers,
70,000 small and lesser olficials and 10.000 technical and conuner-

Loy

cial enployees. The present S. P. of Germany has thus anogethe
and petly bourgeois members and

350,000 intellectual
500,000 belonging o the proletariat.

In France, the petty bourgeois element is still more strongly
represented in the Socialist party and weighs like a heavy burden
on the proletarian elements in the party.

These petty bourgeoss eiememts, during the dro.e
German Social Demiocracy on to the path of social patriotism
and is now driving it into the arms of the bourgeoisie. This
composition of the Social Democratic pafties also alfects the
results of our tactics for the united front in a high degre.
The Socia! Democraiic Party is becoming -rore and more, at
least in its upner stratum, a bonrgeois parly, not only in its
nolicy but in its social composition. For this reason we are
fully justifie? in hoping that we can detach from them those
proletarian elements which have still remained in their ranks.
It mav be taken for granted that, since almost half of the
JO0000 memhers of the S0 P.oof Gerranv of petty
Foirgeois w.oments and the other hall of proletarian ones, we
can win over he hali consisting of workers hy correct. skilfu’
and purpaseivi united front tactics. The sotial composition of
the Social Democratic parties io a certain extert clears the way
for us for carrving out the factics of the united front and tor
chosing the right weapons to help us 1o win over the musses

war,

CONNINGS

ihe Leaderstip of the Comintern and the Inner-Party Regime.
i should e o wdd a few words aboat the anernal veg e
ol the Co vintern. Wiich questions came up for discission in ihis
conaecvons First of all the guestion of Denocracy within tie
Pacsty, o the internal regime of the Cominterm. became acute
di this Conference. Comrade Bordiga said that the sitation
withie the Coanptern was caiastrophic, This however was
compade wha is ophosed o the Connnunist hee-
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national almost along the whole line. It is important that the
very centre ol the Commuupist Intermational brought up the
guestion ol an improvement of the ieadership, of a more collec-
tive leadership in the C. 1. As is well known, our 14th Party
Congress passed a resolution suggesting to the Cowintern thai
now-Russian comrades should be enlisted
hitherto in the work of the Executive.

As early as at the 1V. Congress of the C. I we consianily
drew attention to this aud begged the foreign Parties 1o send
their best representaiives 1o the E. Co Co L In conmsciion with
this, the question of greater independence lor the Cowrmunist
Parties  was discussed. it was pointed out that they should
rely more than hitherto om their own experieaces. The C. 1.
inust ol course remain a centralised organisation. We believe
however that the Parties. in building up thew poiitical iife, in
the choice ol their leaders. must rely more on the history of

much more than

the class war in their own country. on making better us2 of
their own experisnoes.

Further, the quesiion of Deimocracy within the Party was
brought boore the Plenun. In the Comintern, the word “norma-
lisation™ is often used instead ol Democracy within the Party.
‘This word originated in France. The thesis regarding Demo-
cracy within the Party, which was unauiaronsly accepted by
our delegation, is of grzat imjortsnce not o4’y oo our Party but
250 lor the foreign Parties.

‘the Comintern came into being midst the hire of civil war,
i a situation wiien it seemed to ail of us that we wuie on
e thrashold of the decisive battle. This iy the reason why
a Jisvipline was introduced into it which was not only an iron
Jisciphma but a military discipline. a disciplin which is essential
in the periods of the sharpest fighting.

In a number ol countries however, the party Cenires, which
have not had the great historical experience which our Party
possesses. which have not had a leader like Lenin, who was
cus teachier for decades, began to transiorm democratic cenmtralism
o bureancratic centralism. Even in the period of standstill
they were opposed 1o *normaiisation”™. We saw examples of
stich bohaviour in the Yredeh DParty, in which some comrades
exaggerated thes centralism to an exireme degree and forgot
that it s noi merely centralism we necd. but democratic cen-
wrabisan Many  Comtanist Parties are now  leading a  legal
existence. they have a certain breathing space, they are collecting
now niasses ol workess round them and are attempting 1o pre-
pure be cadres; at such times we ought to say, and we have
said, thar much more atention shou'd be paid to normalisation,
w0 dermocracy within the Party.

The Enlarged Exvcutive has issued very detailed instrue-
vons with regard to normalisation or 1o democracy within the
Party in the spirit ot the fundamental thesis. Some foreign
¢roarades tried 1o modify the passage of the resolution which
his been quoted. As regards allegal partics, we do not think
that a partv is to blame which, as is the case with the Italian
Puarty. wo-king undsr the three-fold pressure of Fascism, cannot
eslablish a tinished system of democracy within the Party.

As regards other Parties which are working under a more
or less “normal™ revime, even though a bourgeois one. the
Excewive resobved 1o insist on these Parties carrving out De-
nrecracy wnthin the Party,

Otd Aims, New Paths.

The chiet results of the Enlurged Exceutive were as follows:

As regards the analysis ol the economic situation in the
capitalist countries, th's situation was characterised _b\ the words
“tottering stabilisation™; in the trade union question, we keep
to the old lmes. ln the question of the ultra-Left and Right
deviations. we also stick to the Leninist line and combat hostile
deviations where ever they are espucially strong. 1T for instance
the Right is particularly strong in France, we aim our blow
al it ete. As regards the tactics of the united front, they have
Eocaotensified and we are cartving them on with moace success,
We s2¢ the trend to the Left of the working masses, but we do
not nverrate this fact, we kuow that there are sull manv peopie
in the Labour movemont who will otien vacillate in the funtuve,
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The relations between the Russian revolution and the Com-
munist international remain as thev were; we shall defend the
Leninist Line. Propaganda for the united front must continue to
be the most important form of our work. The workers delega-
tions which visit us are ome ol the most important forms of
this propaginda. The building up ol Socialism in our country
is the most powertul instrwment for communist mass propaganda
among the non-party and Social Democratic workers in other
countries.

To sum up, 1 can sav that, in spite of all the difficulties
our Party has experienced, we have succeeded in fulfilling our
duty towards the Comununist International.

On the Tirst anniversary ol the Communist International,
Lenin wrofe in his articie “The Third lnternational and Its Place
in History":’

“The First International laid the foundation of the fight
of the international proletariat for Socialism.

The Second International was the epoch of preparing
the soil lor spreading the uwovememt widely among the
masses in a number of countries, .

The Third International inherited the fruits of the work

of the Sccond, lopped off ifs opportunist, social-chauvinist,

bourgeois and patty bourgeois excrescences and began to
reatise the dictatorship of the proletariat.”

In this way Lenin detined the place ol the Communist Intcr-
national in history. The whole work of the Commumist Inter-
national is directed towards justifying this characterication. We
can say with confidence that the Comintern unswervingly re-
mains at its historic post. We have still to expect difficult times
and complications, even now we shall have losses in China, but
our fundamental lines aic right. Take for instance a party such
as the C.P. of Great Britain. Three years ago it was a small
group and to-day it is gradually changing into a mighty orga.
msation which will be followed by millions ol workers,

The French Party understood how to take the correct stand-
point in the question of opposing war in the most difficult times;
it has successtully outlived a whole series of crises and has
become a Communist mass organisation. :

Our Czechoslovakian Party has survived the severe crisis
ihrough which it passed onlv « vear ago and is now the
srongest party in Czechoslovekia. 1t has recovered from all
its internal ailments and is on the right path to Bolshevisation.

The same may be said with regard to the ltalian Party.
When Comrade Berdiga asked: “A whole year has passed since
the thesis of Bolshevisation was accepte!, and where is your
Bolshevisation? Vou also are suffering from various diseases
md erises™ we oanswered him: “Live for cver, Bo!shevise for
ever!” The partyv cannot Bolshevise itsell in ome vear, it will
take many vears. It must be stecled through its crises. The for-
mation of a party moulded in one piece 1s a difficuli matter in
view of the bourgesis environment, in view of a Social Demo-
cracy which is still strong.

Comrade Lenin showed the Comuntern the duties which lay
Sefore it in manv quostions. We continue of course to pursue
the old 2ims, fut it is equallv a matter of course that we must
seek some new paths, Old aims, new paths! T believe that‘ihc
Fulareed Executive which discussed the most difticult questions
and listened to a whole numther of comrades, while it reported
some successes, was also doing its dutv in pointing out a !nffl~‘
mumber of mistakes, The unity of the Comemumist Internationa
was merfectly preserved. Although it was necessary fo exclude
idividuals from varions parties, as for instince Souvarine elc.

ionly had a s totary elfect. ]
The Comintern is gaining in strength. For many years it
was exposed to attacks from all sides. The bourgenisie has often
burizd it Tt has massed through severe crises. It has issued from
each crisis in a stronger position. The fate of the Commum=!
International is the fate of the international working class. and
T believe that the Folarged Executive has done everything in
s powes to help the workers of other countries to find the
right way to Socialism. In spite of its internal and external
difficulties, our Party has suceeeded in carrying out its duty.
and T hone that s the future it will fulfil it with equal devotion.
(Enthusiastic applanse.)
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