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Great Events Preparing in Great Britain!

Manifesto of the Executive Committee of the Communist International.

Moscow, 25th April, 1926,

The capitalists are attempting by determined blows 10
stroy the British labour movement 2nd to depress the standard
i living of the British working class. The British miners are
2ady for the struggle, the organised working class of England
. Not only the wages, the working time
nd the conditions of work of the British workers are at stake,
ut the standard of living of the workers of all countries. The
Sritish laboyr moventent must carry on a united defensive
;('ruggle, the international labour movement must stand firm,
%€ one man, in an unbreakable united fromt against the common
(MY- It is a question of the vital interests of the workers of
Il countries. The English coal ecrisis is only a part of the
‘eneral world crisis in coal production. Competition on the
rld market g becoming mwore and more fierce and the tech-
‘cally backward English coal mines are being outstripped by
12 more modern technique of their American and German rivals.

¢ unportance of the May conflict for Great Britain is enor-

“ill hasten to their aid

mous. The mining magnates threaten to lock out over a million
miners, there exists the possibility that the miners will have to
resort to the strike weapon, which would mean the paralysing of
British industry, and to some extent also of world economniy.
Victory or defeat for the miners means victory or defcat for the
whole British working class. The miners’ strike would mean
a general strike and a general strike cannot remain an economic
struggle, it would become a political struggle, that is o say.
the proletariat will fight against the capitalists, class will tight
against class. The British bourgeoisie, the British government
will mobilise all the forces of the State, as the fundamental
questions of capitalist sociely are involved, as ihe question of
private property is raised -and the whole capitalist State ap-
patatus will be used to defend private propenty. The workers are
seeing with growing fury how the government is conting forward
more and more brutaily on the side of the capitalists, how it is
organising special troops against the workers, how the govern-
ment is affording help in the organising of lasvist groups. The
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struggle for wages and working conditions will raise in the
minds of the working class the question of Power.

The world coal crisis confronts the British capitalists with a
dilemmg. In order to restore competitive power the\ have to seck
a way out by reducing wages, prolonging the working day,
worsening th2 ‘working conditions and shattering the power
of the trade un‘ons. Such a means of cheapening English coal
would dntensify enormously the competitive siruggie on an inter-
national scale, would drive the German, Belgiin, Czech and
American capitalists to a similar oliensive agamat tireir own
minz-workers, would rendar the world competitive struggle even
anore murzlcrous The sscond way consists in the rationalising
of the undertakings, in the closing doiwvn of technically Lackward
collieries, that is to say, in the disu#ssing of tens of thousands of
wwarvkers, in increasing the chronic mass unemployment. The
two solutions mean for the British miners a choice between
starvetion throagh low wages or siarvation through increased
unemplyment. 1h2 British Empire is on the decline, the British
izbour movemert is on the up-grade, the deciine of British
imperialism wiil synchronise with the woild historical victory
of the British prolefariat. In order to prevent social upheavals,
the British government is s2eking a solution by mazans of com-
promise. The British worki ng class must understand that the
comprom’'s2 can bring no real solution to the mining crisis.
On!y the realisation of Socialism can stop the social deciine of the
British proletariat, only the decisive struggle for the establish-
ment of the rule of the workers can realise Socialism. Only the
atnlivon of murderous worid compaiition, only the overcoming
05 the anarchy of world production, only the esiablishinont of the
United Strtes of Socialist Furope can finally solve the crisis.

The British bom;r:oisig first atiacked the buildiug workers,
then the railway worhers, then the meiad workars; ;t IS now
attacking the miners. The Biitsh bourgeoisie is employing in the
fight agrinst the muners the tactics of “divide and ruk in that
it w'ahcs to concli-de wrge agrecments ot with the ’\Lner\
Federation as a whole, but according o disiricts, leaving the
wages of unskilled workers unchangel, but reducing the wams
of swilled workers 1w starvation level. The British working class

pvaat understand thot the renort of the enal Conuitisiion is in-
teted to drive a wedge into the wnied front of the miners,

ciaiv the comnlete solidarity of the libour phalanx can

defat,

that
nievent

The British wosking class must take up the struggle, and
accord ng 1o all sigas the British pooletariat 1s prepared 1o defend

fsail. Vhe disirict ergapisations of the Miners’ Federavca have
Jectared thennstives ready Ior the struggie, tie Minority Con-
ference of Action was a demonstration of the iron will to

siticgte of the British wo e class, The pressure ol {he m
compeifed the trade unisu Leaders o form an aiiiance of s
¢ ade unlous: the Cond -+ onze of tie LL.P. revealed the growing
discontent of the worsmy masses. The working masazs are ready
to Bioht, but their leclde s are partly hes™ant, soie of them aro
temraving the fight Coiore the beider The Riabt w?ng of the
Labour Pary and of tiie Geners) Council are shamelessly work.

ine for a mew “Elock Fridey”, MacDenald and Hedges have
coenlv gone over 1o the side of the bow isies MacDonald
has comne torward acanst the strike ani Hedees advesates the

workone hoaurs, Fven the General Coundil, o
"r‘-: 0 Goneal Seefil declaved on the eve o
it ot d dany incrense i powers, in
the decsinns of Sewrborcurh. The Excevtive of the
< Interaatiops! reiscis in lanruces it hos fenened from
s the p sal for a uniiod dvont bros ot fn-ward
1> Red Jnternaticnal of laberr Unicys, Fho txecvive of
iners’ l't‘rn’ltiem‘ ad el 1IN CONLATTNT 1 INONS
Lords regardne a Cstmkes WO the Dy words be fol-
el by dosds? ammunpict !n:;"n":inml doctorad iy
raxpes oy condent far the vichful cruse of the

lenmhoinge of
s the

reso

Beivich ainers along with a2l workers” oscowiotions, with the

I Inteeparans] with Ve n. Shoabe Minersy 11V‘-"'—

tropun be @ U orences of antatan and 1ty eroan
catte SO Cornan 2oting ol froarnard ol

Sy ofar b DDk arpees Tle
: Colmers il when SecTorary,

. the simnals af ths min

b buastands Th e Bettlh st Ges nan refaeimiers miie
wav ont o the emsiy the international trustiicarion of

coalmen v s ey
N

th: conl
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mines. These miszrable “labour leaders” thus preach the us:
of the cmployers instead of the unity of the workers;
demand international action of the capitahists instead of |
national actiou of the mining proletariat.

Even the Left leaders of the Labour Party and of the ma¢
unions. show that they are not up to the situation; they -
not determined to take over the leadership of the great stiug:
To the chalienging report of the Coal Commission th> 1.
wing leaders do not amswer with a molulisation of the ms...
Tha Executive of the Miners’ Federaition and the General (o

cil of the Trade Unions spoke neither for nor against the rep
1hey llave not taken up the struggle against the governma
and thevy have not exposad the Cozl Conumission as an age:t
of the bourgeoisie.

()}11}'

ihe Minerity Movement and the Cemmunis: Paits o
Evigland sinpnmoncd the workers 1o resistance, attempied
o ganise the struggle, and issued the slogan of the fighting na
of th2 trade union movement in Britain and on a world =«
The Minority Movement and the Cominunist Party will ¢ -
1o fnlfl their duty, but they cannot conduct the siruggle aic:
The Coaununist International is convinced that the [niernzi»
Iabowr movensm will prove its solidarity by deeds, if the «
neral Council phue itself at the head of the movement It is
historical duty of the General Council to take over the leadcw
of the struggle. 1f the Geueral Council abstains from the t:
and follows the way of a base compromise, it will take .tr‘
itself a great historical responsitility. In this great strugaic .
teandencies and factors of the British labour movemeint
reveal their true features.

The Communist International calls upon the workers o
world to hesten to the aid of the Britisih nuners in the s
of determined internatiomal solidarity. The workers of afl o
tries must reaiise that the atiack of the British nining mai”
is directed noi onlv against the standard of living of the
miners, but arainst that of the working clzss of the whoie we
The wminers of Germany, France, Boicium and Czechosh:
must staed in the froni rank. The Maoy contliet renders
uroent than ever the question of the wiit~d front and the un’
of the Amsterdam International with the Prolinern and A)lﬂi
miners derations of France and Crzechostovakia. The
manist International, with full conscionsness of its r eeponw'“
declares once again that it is prepared to place on one sitr -
differences of opinion rwhich divide the Communist Internat>
on princ'p’e from the rcformist elements, in order to bring «' ¢
the international solidarity action of the world profetariat -
ali costs and under all circumstances.

)

The world caat crisis shows that the solution of the oo
dictiors of capitalism is impnssible on a canpitalist bas
onlv the un‘ting of the international working class, the set
of the Uuited States of Socialist Eurone can create a real 30
for the preletariat.

Hw(‘n man‘st Tnternational calls the workers to intern™

: 5, The workers of Germoav, France, Belzmon
af Czohasdorakia piust neeveitt with nnited forces any 0
breaking eaal being son! o Frnelamd, must prevent by v
covenl the suspivins of the iTnolisht market. The &
verkorer rathwar workers, docioveg hers pnd seamen mins
venat the transrart AF sirive-b Ii the stremgh o
thore anst evervw locemalid action
B e 01 ans of n i YU, MRASIES S
for onring for the C‘M‘ or of ¢ho imh'.wr mners, 1

e COML

s mest heln i snenivipr provisions for the T
s and their famil
-“““ to the strozoie! Domonsteie i v mnbn
Feadi s O simspie, Arvgeniay mrasioes i supon

A oet ihe fest penny for the Dingisir mitners!

Troog live the internsiionalism of (he mvorld prelvtara
the British

miners, the
whoie world!

Leps hive vorkies class! alic victony o

of the

sk

united fron:

working ¢l e

The Executive Commiifee of &
Comununist Internations
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THE MINERS’ STRUGGLE
IN ENGLAND

On the Eve of War in Britain.
By R. Palme Dutt.

The long-prepared conilict in Britain is hera.

The mineowners’ demands have torn the veil from the whole
lying propaganda of “conciliation”, “hopes of settlemient” etc.,
which have been spread about by the capitalist press and by the
right wing labour leaders in order to luil the workers. The
character of these demands, which would bring the miners
0% below pre-war levels, or, even with extens.on of hours,
307 below, lay bare the gulf in hard fact which cannot b2 con-
cealed by fine words and formulas. The conflict between the
requirements of Capitalism and the needs of hife of the workers
in the coal industry to-day, as in the whole industrial position
in Britain at the present stage, is so bare and fundamental that
it canuot he escaped. Either starvation or struggle are the
alternative before the workers.

Only a direct surrender by the leaders on either side can
tiow avert a conflict. But such a surrender cannot be easily made
in face of the conscious will of the classes in conflict. The
right wing labour leaders can no more easily expect now to
put through a direct surrender against the wnited will of the
working class than Baldwin can attempt to repeat last July’s
surrender in the face of his own foliowers. 1 he right wing
leadars may tremble at the prospect of a conflict; but they
tremole also o repudiate all their most basic pledges and
destroy their position in the movement. Thus in either cas?
the working class movement stands before its 1914, The situation
has passed beyond the control of individual leaders: as in the
Imal ‘stages leading to a war, the whole forces of the situation
drive inevitably to conflict, even though the majority of those
onzerned may wish to avoid it,

The events of last July are repeating themselves with ominous
cxactiess. On Wednesday (the 28th) comes the Miners Deleg ata
Lonlerence. On Thursday comes the National Conference of all
Trade Union Executives. On Friday the notices expire. But this
tme there is a difference. Last July the Govermmnent were not
Prepared for a united Labour front, and, taken by surprise,
Postponted tha contlict. This time the Government is completely
Prepared, having spent the whole intervening nine months in
Preparing for a decisiva conflict with the whole forces of the
working class, and there is no longer any intention of post-
Ponement, Last July tge mere threat of united Labour action
s suflicient. This tinie there can no longer be any expeciation
f’ repeating such a bloodless victory. The Government and
Y€ capitalists, having prepared to the last detail, are deeer-
;nmed to call the “blufi”, as they suspect it to be, of the lakonr
"*adars, The tria] of strength-is “here. There is no question that,
!?_‘!hey fannot put through a bozus “settlement” involving the
vl surrender of the working class by the lowering of the
mers’ standards, the Government and the capitalis's are deter-
‘Mned {o force 3 confliet, which they are prepared to' sce involve,
n (h,e language of Churchill and Joynson Hick, conditions of
war” (“Fhere was a prospect, he might almost say of war”
o Joynson Hicks on April 16th; “as in wartine” — Churchill
1 August Tth tast year with reference to the coming confici).
Such a conflict wilj bring into the balance the whole fuiure
of the work_ing class movement in Britain.

. Yerything turns on the support given to the miners. The
fades Union Congress has pledged the support in action of the
':Iﬂnt]!];e trade union movement against any reduction of the Miners'
o ’ar('is. Fhe'lntern;uonal Miners’ Conm.;'tice has  pledged
ernational strike action against any reduction. If this suprort
IS realised, without qualification, speedi'y and effectively, the
:’)'“teh"s E&l_lrgot be beaten, and a tremendous blow will be dealt
Natioral S bourgeoisie, carrying ferward the whole inter-
: lonal.workmg class into a’ new peried. But it is here,
fr'nse““",’”fl speldy and effzotive unity of workiny class action,
ongap st the greatast danger of sibotzge by the right wing
'*\;]d»f?t Who are at the head of all the organisatians concernad.
remitt; 1s h_er‘e that there must he the most energefic, un-

ing, activity of the revolutionary workers in every country

10 secure commeon action with the British Miners.

\

The whole working class in Britain, and the workers sin
France, Belgitm, Germany and America and the other countries
most closely afiected, need to be ready for prompt and decisive
action on May Ist and the days immediately following. The
wider and speedier the united fromi for the conflict, the better
the chamce of success for the working class.

The Mineowners’ Demands.

-he Mineowners’ demands were issued on April 22 and
posted at the pitheads. This posting at the pitheads instead of
lirst bringing before the Miners Federation indicated the refusal
of the cwners even to negotiate on a national minimum, and
their determination to shatter the whole Federation and settle on
tha basis of districts.

The terms were so severe that the Mineowners hesitated on
publishing them until the very last. According to the “Times”,
they held a special inferview with the Prins Minister as to
the advisability of publishing them.

“It is gathered that there was a certain amount of
discussion at yesterday's conferanice (of the Prime Minis‘ar
and the Mincowners) as to whelher these ligures should
be communicated forthwith in view of the depressing effect
which they are bound to have” (Times 22nd April, 1926).
The fact of this consultation is significant, as indicating the

complete ‘oint working of the Government and the Mincowners,
even on questions of propaganda.

“For information” the Miners Federation wore allowed 1o
know the ferms under pledge of. not publishing them, Howaver,
the Miners’ Federation were sensible enough (o issue immediately
figures which showed the actual working out of the terms iy
wages. They showed as follows in the principal areas: —

Present daily Reduction  New Average
average
Scotioud . . . 105 dd 25 1d 8s 3d
Northumberland 95 44 2s 44 s 04
Durham . . | 103 Od 25 94 Ts  3d
South Wales . . jos od 2s 10d 7s 11d
Voukshire . . . {0s 10d Is Od 9s 10d
Lancashire . . 10s 0d 1s 7d & 5d

This would be the average for all workers in the mines,
Those on piece rates would lose considerakie more, up to o;-
a day. In addition there were demands for, in somé cases
longer hours, and in others withdrawal of special allowances
with regard to free coal efc,

These figures are staggering. The mean an average de-
duction of 2= a day, or 10;- on the nve day week, on bwages
already 30% below pre-war. They would leave an average wage
at 1l}e bcs:: on a full week, not “‘1“0\-\/“12 for short time or dé:
duciions, ol 22, or the official cost of maintaining a convict, and
M many casecs even lower, o

These figures could not be, and are not, seriously meant
to be enforced on the miners: jf would be impossible for the
work of the mines {0 be done upon them. Ap average of
10~ per week from each of one miliion winers would vicid
'.;25,()()0,()()() a year, or the ¢quivalent of th: ‘whole cost of {he
Sudsidy, when it is the fact, accordiing (o the oiiicisl Commission
Rsp()l'i.. thal over half the Subsidy has gone 1o profits, yielding
a prolit of 1s ¢d per ton during the poiriad of the Sl'l'J.aid\' or
a record high iigure. But the olject of these ligures is 10 drive
the TIerS 1510 accepling an extension of lours as the only
alternative, with a lesser or even no reduction of wages, This
1s the openly expressed objective of the Mineowners, =

The Government's Plan.

What is the Government's plan?

So far, the Government has expressed readiness ‘o arang
“temporary  assistance” for a limted period of “say Three
months” to get over the worst didiculties, that s, u")"cer:ai.n
pits or districts.  Thig “temporary assistance”™ may becoime
eviended under pressure of the Crisis 10 a miore cousiderable
“an” for a longer period. But the Sulsidy has to 2o, aud
therefore an alternative has o be found. ' N

It is here that the Mineowners' pressure for longer hours
may com into play. The Connnission Report already indicated
that longer hours might be an “aliernative” solution to.q re-
duction of wages (after having conclusively shown that long:~
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hours could only mean.closing of pits, unemployment and in-
creased international competition). That obedient catspaw of
the capitalists, Frank Hodges, who occupies the position of
International Mmers’ Secretary, has already publicly suggested
that the miners nsight accept an extension of hours as an alter-
native to a reduction in wages (and been officially repudiated
by the Miners Federation jor the statement). This Baldwin may
no doubt take up as a proposal in order to diminish the re-
duction in wages.

On thase lines the Government's plan for a “settlement”
may develop and show the following leatures: '

1. A Government Loan to the Coal Industiv (to be naid
back with in‘erest by the industry, i. e. by the miners) pending
recorganisation according to the Coal Report, which must be
accepted by both sides.

2. Exiension of Hours.

3. A lesser reduction of wages, or even, if pressure seems
strong, no rejuction of wages.

Such a type of “sctement” (i. e. a Government loan, plus
nniigated reduction of standards, either in respect of hours or
wagas - the details are irrelevant) would immediately win
rapid support from all the right wing labour elements, who
are horrified at the prospect ol a struggle and are desperately
seeking anv and every way out. Already Hodges, as said, has
advocated longer hours. M2cDonald has spoken of a “temporary
sacrifice” bv the miners, the necessitv of recognising the
econcnric “iacts” of the industry, and of reaching on that basis
an agreement in which “national interests alone are considered
and noi sectional interests” (Daily Herald April 24). Henderson
has proclaimad his belief in the “valuable reforms” of the Coal
Raport, and his confidence that “within the limits of the Report
it is possible w0 find a solution which the miners will accept”
(Daily Herald. April 10).

It is significant that MacDonald and Henderson have been

added on to the Labour Committee (previously consisting of

the Trades Union Congress Industrial Committee and the Miners)
on the proposal of the Trades union Congress Committee (which
inctudes J. H. Thomas) thai the Parliamenlery Labour Party
should be included.

Thus the Right Wing leaders are extremely active to the last,
in defiance of a1l pledges, for a settlement of betrayal.

Such a “settlement”, so long as it involved even in any degree
eithar an exiension of hours or a reduction of wages, could settle
nothing. With regard to hours, it has been admitted in the
Coal Report that an additional hour in Britain “would make
the working day of the British miner longer than that in any
representative area on fhe Continent of Europe except Upper
Silesia”, and would have the effect of driving 130,000 miners out
of the industry, while it would only lead to retaliatory increases
in the other countries in Europe, leaving the competitive po-
sition as before. The same applies to wage reductions. The
evisting standards are admittedly too low. Any reduction will
only intensify international competition, while solving none
ol the problems of the industrv. The miners of Europe, under
Social Democratic leadership, would be only driving one another
juriher and further down the pit of misery.

The only alternative is the international struggle of the
miners against the cepitalist offensive, and  the intcrnational
struggle ¢f the whole working ctass in Europe. The British
working class movement stands pledged.

The Miners International and the Transport Workers Inter-
mtional st2nd pledged. These pledges must be maintained, and
the Rirht Wing leaders must not be allowed to shatier them by
chamn “sottlemants” which can only bring greater misery for the
workers in every country.

The Working Class Front.

The supreme task of the Communist Party and the revolu-
fionary workers in the present crisis is, therefore, to secure the
unity in action of the whole working class behind the miners, to
prevent bogus behind-the-scenes “settlements”, which surrender
the stanlards of the workers instead of fighting for their ad-
vanve and abandon issnes {o which the whole movement stands
oledost. and to ensure that the united front in action shall
beoas specdvoand as complete as possible.

~Phe Comrnenist Partv has issued the call for weneral strike
cetion of the whale orrranised movement in summort of the miners
drainst any reduction, Inr a conference of all Trade Union Fxe-

amives to concert common measures ol resistance, for Councils

k

of Action in the localities, and for a Workers Defence Corps
against the aftacks of the Fascists and similar bodies. The first
has been pledged by the General Council. The Conference has
now at last been swmmoned. The struggle remains that these
steps shall find their goal in action as the occasion demands.

There must be no “Black Friday” this time. In 1921 the re-
volulionary workers had no commion organisation; the Com-
munist Party had ouly just come into existence: the workers were
helpless before the betrayal of the leaders. and the miners fough:
alone to inevitable disaster. This time the lesson has sunk deep.
“Red Friday” has shown the way and helped {o give new con-
fidence. A million organised workers have through the Minority
Movement Conference of Action of March 2 declared their will
for united action and their agreement with the slogans of the
Communist Pariy. Let the leaders bewars. The conditions of
1¢21 are no longer here.

The tremendous response to the Communist and Minority
Movemeant lead shews the measure ol av-ckening fo the strugole
in front. The British working class are advancing to the heaviest
struggle and trial of their present history. In this struggle they
are lcoking to the support of the international working class.
Alike in the national and the internationz! field, the task of the
Communist Party and the revolutionary workers is to defeat the
sabotage of the right wing leaders and achieve the united front.

United Front for the English Miners.

Moscow, 22nd April 1920.

The Executive Bureau of the Red International of Labour
Unions has sent the following telegram to the General Council
of the English Trades Union Congress:

“The Red International of Labour Unions, as is knowi.
has proposed to th: L F. T.U. jointly to organise help and sup-
port for the English miners. The R.1.L.U. was prompted b
the cousideration that the approaching struggle of the Engiish
miners bears an outspokenly international character and is o
international importance. To this proposal the R.L L.U. has re-
ceived the following answer: “The LF.T.U. is already co-
laborating with the British Trade Union Congress, which is one
of its aliiliated Centres, regarding the mining crisis”. Th
reply, by referring to the General Council, rejects the sinceie
and loyal proposal to rally all forces in order to render ail
to the English miners in their fight against the mineowners. The
Executive Bureau of the R.I.L.U. regards this standpoint o
the part of an international organisation as wrong, and in_am
event not dictated by the intercsts of the English miners. This
standpoint can not only injure the English but also the entire
infernational proletariat. ’ ‘

The R L.L.U. called upon all its alfiliated organisations 10
render every conceivable help to the English miners. The Central
Trade Union Council of the Soviet Union, as is alrzady kinown.
will hulfill its duty of interunaiional solidarity. The miners ol
the Soviet Union of Czechoslovakia and France and all sup:
porters of the R.LL.U., as well as the transport workers of al
countrics, have already proclaimed their willingness to do ever}-
thing that liss in their power in order to help the English nune>
to victory. This readiness of the revolutionary workers of 3l
countries to aid the English miners in the approaching struggle
results from the recogniticn that the defeat of one section of the
working class means a blow to the entire international pro'e:
tariat, and that the English miners are now Ilighting not onlt
against the reduciion of the standard of living of the working
class of England, but also of the working class of all other
countries,

The General Council of the Fnglish trade Union Congress
the representatives of the entire English trade union movemeil.
undoubtedly desire that the sincere and genwine will of the
workers of all tendencies to support the fight of the Englisd
miners, should be systematically and practically realised. Tae
Executive Bureau of the R.L L. U. therefore, on its part, mak=
the following proposal: The General Council, which has h:
greatest interest that the English miners repel the attack of
the mincowners on their wages and their working day, tako
the initiative for arranging an international Conference of
trade ueion organisations who wish to render assistance to ‘i
Erglish miners, in order (o coordinate and regulate the supp’
th e given to the English miners.
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The English miners are at present confronted with fresh
serious struggles. We recollect that during the fight of the
English miners in 1921, the proposal made by the R.1.L.U. to
the .F.T.U. to render joint aid to the miners was rejected.
The strike of 1921 ended in a defeat. This deplorable experience
should be a lesson to the 1. F. T. U. not to repeat that which it
did in 1921, by placing considerations bf a secondary nature
before the interests of the proletariat. We are convinced that the
English trade unions, as well as the General Council who have
taken the initiahve for restoring international trade union uaity
— for unity is strength — will disapprove of the stultifying of
unity actions in a matter which is of the utmost vital impor-
tance for the working class. We are convinced that, in view

of the offensive of the mineowners, all diferences should be

thrust on one side. Behind the English mineowners there stands
the whole international bourgeoisie. We want the workers of all
countries and all tendencies, without distinction, to stand in a
firm phalanx on the side of the English miners and that the
united front of the bourgeoisie be shattered on the united front
of the workers.

In view of the extreme importance and urgency of the matter
and in view of the heavy responsibility which the threatening
Siruggle of the English miners lays upon every workers’ or-
ganisation, for whom proletarian solidarity is the highest law,
the Executive Bureau of the R.LL.U. expects an alfirmative
reply to the proposal submitted.

With fraternal greetings

The Executive Bureau of the
Red International of Labcur Unions.”

The R. L. L. U. to all Affiliated
Organisations.

Moscow, April 25, 1926.

. The Executive Bureau of the Red International of Labour
Unions has sent the following appeal to all its afiiliated orga-
nisations:

“The Red International of Labour Unions has already twice
drawn the atteniion of all organisations to the approaching

mining conflict in England and to the international importance -

qf the same. The conflict will be inevitable owing to the per-
sistent endeavours of the English mineowners to depress wages
and to lengthen the working day, which would m:an the
worsening of the conditions ol living not only of the English,
but of the international working class. Our solidarity must
express itself in deeds! From the moment of the lock-out our
slogan must be: not a pound of coal to England! The repetition
of the deplorable events in 1921, when the British miners sui-
fered a defeat as a result of the lack of solidarity of the workers
outside of England, must bz prevented. Then, as now, the
Amste-dam Infernatonzl refus:d to organise with combined
forces the relief and support of the English miners. After re-
ceipt of the negative answer of Amsterdam the Executive Bureau
of the R.LL.U. sent a request to the General Council of the
English Trades Union Congress that it takes up the initiative
for coavening an international Conference of trade union Fe-
derations who wish to sunpoct the struggling British miners.
W is clear to everybody that tha attack of the minzowners can
only be repelled tv the united and strenuous efforts of the
British and internationzl proletariat. The struggle is at hand.
everyone must be at his ost.

Muners, transport workers, metal workers, workers of all
trades! The cause of the English miners is your cause! no one
@n remain neutral and passive in the struggle of the Fnglish
Mminers with the mineswners; all workers must stand up like one
man against the capitalist offensive and for the rightful demands
of the British miners. Wo-ke-s of France. Belgiunt and Germany!
h_de.ﬂends upon you whether the workers or the emplovers
will be victorions!” Lot us sink all differences of opinion, let us
forgat everything that divides us, let us only remember that we
al]“belonq to the same class. Firm united front against the
British mineowners and their allies. '

To the aid of the British miners!

Long live the struggle of the British miners!

Long tive international proletarian solidarity!

The Executive Bureau of the R.1.L. U.
(Signed): Lozovsky.

The Coal Crisis and the Young Miner.
By Harry Young.

The present coal crisis affects about 150,000 boys under
21 engaged in the industry.

During all the discussions, statements, counter-statements,
accusations and denials, no voice has been lifted on their special
behalf.

In making this statement, we do not for one momeni wish
to infer the General Council of the Miners’ Federation and its
responsible officers are not conducting a whole-hearted un-
flinching struggle for the interests of the whole Federation.

Nevertheless, we deem it necessary that this aspect of the
question should also be raised, especially once the Commission
has made fashionable the topics of pit-head tbaths, holidays
with pay, and other most desirable innovations long dreamed
of by the pit lad. ’

The General Issues.

The main features of the situation are seemingly clear and
nced not be repeated. The Report in our opinion is a cleverly
thought-out scheme to insert the wedge between paity-bourgeois
and the backward proletarian element of the Labour Party and
the Trade Union membership by the move of the Labour Party’s
proposals (nationalisation, Fuel and Power Council etc.). The
best comment we have yet seen on the Report is that of the
miners themselves, The National Minority Movement Confercace,
as well known, declared as follows:

“This Conference of militant miners from every coal
field in Britain, resolves to work vigorously and perseve-
ringly for the full and complete rejection of the Royal Com-
mission’s Report. We recognise the Report to be a subtle
manoeuvre on the part of Brit'sh capitalism to be relieved
of the subsidy to the mining industry, through the lowering
of wages and working conditions of the miners, which it
hopes to achieve in consequence of the pseudo-socialistic
bait embodied in the Report, which is intended to divide
the miners into fractions for and against the Report.

“We thercfore call upon the miners to concentrate upon
securing 100% organisation and to prepare to fight for the
guaraniced weekly minimum wage, commensurate with the
increased cost of living, whilst recognising that the neces-
sary reorganisation, so as to pe-mit this, is only possible
by the national'sation of the mining industry without com-
pensation and with workers’ control.”

The Effect of the Commission’s Proposals on the Young Miners.

The Commission’s pronosals, especially in connection with
the demand for a longer working day. will hit the young
workers the hardest. It is our special task fo concentate on
mak‘ng clear to the voung miner that the Report robs him ol
an additional hour of free time, that it means 117 re‘uction
of his alreadvy low wage, and that the attractive proposals for-
merly mentioned (baths, holidavs etc) are reserved for the
“return of prosperity”.

Our Objective.

Our line is therefore clear — against the Renort — for
an imnrovement — not a deteriorat’on of cond’tions.

This is of tremendous imsortance to the pit boy. For a
consideralle period now the programme which the Y. C.L. has
promzgated for voung miners has enjoved considerable popu-
larity in the min‘ng districts.

That programme was based on the practical immoediate
conditions of the Julv crisis, and contributed in some measure
to the maanificent unity which was the dom'nating feature of
that situstion.

To-dav, with the reaavpearance of the crisis. we can re-
issne onr slogans once again and call for support of our
programme,

Our divst stop must be 100% trade union organisation of all
emploved in the industrv. In this respect we are fortunale.
Generallv soeaking we niust do cur utmost to ensure the most
active participation of all the vouth., There must he renvesen-
tutives of the vouth on 2ll Councils of Action anl Comrni'tres,

In order to organise this nacticipation we shafl underti'e:
a fu-ther cammpaign in which the demands of the Y.C.L. w:ll
be the rallving cry. These demands are:
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1. A minimum wage of 25/. par week for young miners
of 14, rising half-yearly and reaching adult scale at 20;

2. Deience of the 7 hour day and fight for 6 hour day of
young miiners;’

3. A fortaigin holiday with pay.

These demands represent, within the framework of the
general programme of the Minority Movement, the special
Chlarter which will rally the thousands of lads eniploved in the
British coal industry to the struggle against the Commiss‘on’s
Report and the owners' demands — lor the united resistance
as a prelude to an advance to their original propositions.

POLITICS

T'he Russo-German Negotiations.
By Walter Stoecker (Berlin).

The report of the “Times” regarding a Russo-German rein-
surance treaty*) have alarmed the whole European Press. There is
talk of a new Rapallo, which would seriously endanger the work
of Locarno, the League of Nations itself etc.

What is the actual significance of the Russo-German nego-
tiations? Is Gerinany really abandoning the Locarno policy and
eniering into such close relations with Russia as to bring herself
into couallict and friction with British diplomacy?

Firstly, it is not a question of a so-cailed reinsurance treaty
at all, but of a neutrality treaty, which is coming into being
at the ins:igation ol the Russian Government. For the last year
and a hall, the Soviet Government has been proposing to the
German Government that they should conclude a serious treaty
of friendsh’p and neutrality as a confirmation and continuation
of the Rapallo treaty, similar {o the one which Russia concluded
with Turkey six months ago. Stresemann, the German Foreign
M nister however, did not jump at this suggestion, bzcause to
him, as represantative of the Western trend of German foreign
policy, Locarno and the League of Nations were lar more im-
rortam. For the last eighteen months Stresemann has tzken no
imno tant step in Io-eign policy without a previous understanding
with British diplomacy.

Since the conclusion of Locarno, the Soviet Government has
arain approached the German Govermment. Unless he wished
1o exnose himsdl to the serious danger of diplomatic isolation in
Eastorn LEurope, Siresemann was obliged this thme to adopt
a diticrent auitede. To this must be adidcd the growing opposi-
tion in Germany to his one-sided Western policy which was
comtedly dependent on England. This led to discussions with
r.7ard o the conclusion of a neutrality treaty between Germany
ar.d ‘Russia, not howcver in the sonse of the Russo-Turkish
toezty, but in the sense of a Jimited, restricted insurance of
nentrality, bocacsz the German Government relused to agree to
mio e fas-~eaching proposals. Germany only pledged hersell to a
very limited neutrality and bevond that promised to.absiain from
auy ecmonric measures aglinst Russia.

i

Pince €0 ocsomann engag:d in serious negotiations with the
Soviet frovermment, he obedicntly inguired in London, Washing-
e and Paris how far he might go in negotiations with Russia,
commanicanng to these Governments the proposed tevms of the
teaty. Sonee the negotations have become known, the German
Ciovernaient has spared no pains to explain that the intended
treaty was entirely within the scope of Locarno and was only
an exiension of that treaty towards the East. As a motter of
Facto Stresemann, in s negotiations with Russia. most an-
xusly and conscienticusly avolded ofiending in anv wav against
the Loramno Pact, and that not only for dipiomstic reasons but
bocru-o of hiy whale fundamenml avitude o forcien policy. The
Giermasy Notonal “Krouzzeitung” was undog™:cdlv right when
it sarel that Germanv hed porhaps “ondhy nken part half-
hovt-dlv and withow: much enthustasm™ in the npegatistions.
The “Vesdsehe Zeitung™ declares that it is onlv a question of
a ~ol'uel i oretation of the Locarno Paci with reward to the
usiv ard nething more. It then continues:
Sl there Bs any trach in the “Daily tHerald's” hints as to
volunuey pledges on the part of Germany not 1o join in any

LN RN -l e T
Sauce the above article was weitton the Treary belween

Rissia and Germany has been concluded. Fd.
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mazsures of a political, economic and finasicial nature di-
rected against Russia, they can at the most apply to unpro-
vosed attempts at boycott, such as have repeatedly been made
against Moscow, but in no case to the obligation on the
part of Germany to participate in a League Executive which
might, in certain circumstances, arise out of her member-
ship of the League of Nations.”

Rudolf Breitscheid speaks to the same effact when he ex-
pressly recognises the right of the League of Nations to march
through Germuany against Soviet Russia. And the “Kélnische
Zeitung”, the organ of heavy industry writes:

“Should Russia be the aggressor, Germany reserves the
right to a free hand to stand on one side, or even to favour
negotiations against Russia as the disturber.of the world's
ptace.

“Gerniania”, the leading organ of the Centre party states:
“It would be quite wrong to speak in a political sense of a
new Rapallo.”

These remarks. to which dozens might be added, clearly
show the limited and restricted pledges of neutrality which
Germany undertakes in this {reaty. On this occasion, be it re-
marked, the whole significance for Germany of article 16 of the
statutes of the League of Nation and its interpretation by the
Locarno Powers is once more brought on the tapis.

The Ge-nxan Government is, of course, irying within the
scope of the Locarno pact and the League of Natous, to play
ofi London and Moscow against one another, as it has hitherto
turned to account the dissznsions between British and French
imperialismi, and 1o steer a middle course. It is however clevr
that the treaty do2s not alter by one iota, the main lines of
German foreign policy as carried on by Stresemann, that the
German Government will continue its Dawes, Locarno and
League of Nations policy and will only comunit iiself with Sovie!
Russia as far as London permits. .

Nevertheless the treaty is no doutt a feather in the cap ol
Soviet Russia and a defeat of Great Britain, for the attemnpt
of British diplonrcy to enlist Germany in its ami-Russian blo:
a2, 1o sav the least of it, not facilitated by the treaty. If Chamber-
lain nc.w makes no scrious objeciions to the treaty it is cer
tainly to sonie extent because both Luther and Siresamann re-
ceived hard knocks from him at Geneva. The zealbus intriguiilg
in Warsaw and Praguc also shows that the Russ:n-German ne-
gotiations waie very unwelcome to these gentiomicn,

‘The treuty may, of course, later acquire quiie a diffzrent
sigmificance from that which is at present intended. The circles
in Germany which demand a decisive Fastern policy have o:r
tainly widened in recent tmes, especially since Geneva, The
nationalistic toiaes of Paul Boncour, the Caruso of the Leagu:
of Nations, at Warsaw, in his hyvmn of praise to Polish nti-
tarism avd its role of protector of European culture aga'nel
Snviet Russia, has been a particularly valuable contribution 1
this respect. :

There are also growing numibers of the German bous
goorsie who desive, instead of Stresemanu’s Anglophile policy.
a Franco-Cierman arientation which would be rather in the spin
ot the Jorelyn policy of Soviet Russia.

At presont however, Streseimann, Luther and the influentiyl
¢icles of the Gernin bourgeoisie do not think of abandoning th:
Dawes aud Locarno policy. For them, the treaty botween Gor
many and Russia is reallyv nothing more than a gesture towands
the Fast in the scepe of their Locarno polivy; it is therefore
wanectasary o indulwe in illusions with regard to the treaty.

It 15 characteristic that German Social Democracy oic?
again ook e s anii-Bo!shevist atitude in the nrgobations
batween Geermany and Russia. Breitscheid aind even Paul Loebe
wrotz articlss which absolutely bristle with intense hatred of
tite Bolsieviki and unbounded rage over the supgested trea:
Ii it depended on German Social Democracy, the present trean
would no more be concluded than was the treaty of Rapallo
in its day,

A real treaty of friendship and alliance ketween Germany
and Russia. will only be carried out by the viatorious Germai
o ckinectass under the leadership of their best and most re-
volutionary section.

*
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HANUS OFF CHINA

Attempts of the Imperialists to Break the
Revolutionary United Front in China.

By Tang Shin She,

When, after the bloody events of 30th May last year, the
fraders, the bourgeoisie and the irtellectuals were compelled
10 fake sides with the revolutionary masses against the im-
perialists, the newspapers of the imperialists in China expressed
their profound regret that the “upper” Chinese were making
common cause with the “lower” Chinese, and characteris2d the
emancipation movement as a Red Danger. The traders, who live
by speculation and bargaining, the “great” politicians and the
umipproachable and very learnad personalities soon discovered
tha the imperialists were quite right and formed an open front
against the revolutionary population, who not omly refused
to hand the leadership over to them but even ventured io
criticise  them.

Cwing to the Chamber of Commerce refusing pay out strike

support, the powerlul strike of Shanghai was defeated. The killing
of hundreds of Chinese by the imparialists, which had evoked
the outbreak of the liberation movement, was treated as a purely
Juridical affair. On the basis of this attitude of the traders,
politicians and intellectuals, which was favourable to the im-
perialists, Chamberlain declared in the British House of Com-
mons that the extremists in China had lost the leadership and a
neace movemant had set in which must be given everv sunport.
Japan even came fcrward with the slogan: “Hands off China!”
What is mzant by support of the prace movement cin already be
st by the help given to Wu-Pei-Fu and Chang-Tso-Lin against
12 people’s armies. But let us see further with what means
tis support is being rendered.
.1 The attempt to destroy the friendly relations between
China and the Soviet Union. The friendly attiiude of China to
the Soviet Union is not based upon the good intentions of in-
dividual parties and cliques, but on the will of the whole Chinese
prople! This is a source of profond amnoyance io the im-
Perialisis. They heve long been attempting to accuse the Soviet
Union of “Red Imrerialism”, and for this purpose spread the
wost lying reports throughout the world.

. A Tok%io newspaper has cften spoken of a secret trenty
tetween Feng Yu Hsiang and the Sovizt Union, according to
which Mongolia is promised to the Sovict Union. Long before
e [apanese troops occupied Mukden at the end of last year,
Tepots were spread from Harbin that the Red Army of the
>ovet Union was marching into Northern Mznchuria in order
0 ~w 29t Feng Yu Hsiang and Kuo Sung Lin. The dispute
reca-ding the Fastern Chinese railway was a planno] manceuvre
o the imperialists, carried out by their Japanese tool, against
”7.3. Soviet Union, whereby it was intznded to bring presi to the
C.nn:se people of the imrnerialist aims of Red Russia. The mns!
arurd reports were spread daily as to disaprearances of Chi-
hisr merchants in Moscow, of ill-treatinent of Chines workers
1 Vadivostock ate. After the withdrawal of the Kuomin armies
' Peking, Chang Tso Lin demoanded in all seriousness the
;)i\ﬁ‘;“ of Karachan, the Ambassador of the Soviet Union in
cking,

. 2. The attempt to destroy the Kucminiang and to annihilate
t2 Canton government. Alreadv befo-e the death ol Sun Yat Sen,
the mreriabists attemnted. by inciting the Rigcht wing members,
W osplit the Kuominfang Party. During last year ihese Right
"|‘“SI memSers brought alout a split in the Party; neverthiless
‘:] the honest revolutionary elements were able 1o unite awain
3t the Socond Party Confercice in January 1020, The ifsignificant
E;’”"’_Of neonle exnclled from the Kusmintang, with the suppori
oi their imnzrialist friends, held in March last in the foroien
dinnrter of Shanghai their second Party Conference (they proudly
'\,!H themselvas orthodox Kuomintanm). In collnsion with the
"-“‘v\'r:al:sts they soread the news that the Communists were
::2‘}18;"7’:1“1“2 a coup d'état against the Canton government in
o 'o%mf to set up a real Communist government. As a
o0 ol lact Chang Kai She, the leader of the Red Canton
225, was obliged to take actioh against the Right puichist
‘s still remaining in Canton.
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3. ‘The suppression of the revolutionary students and the
attempt to withdraw them from the revolutionary movement.
In China the students play a very great role in the liberation
movement. Since the outbreak of the struggles last year they
unitedly joined the All-Chinese Students’ Union, which the im-
perialisis consider a purely communist organisation and are
therefore trying to destroy it. At first the imperialists sought
to split the students’ movement, in which attempt however
they completely failed.

On the 18th of March when the students protested against
the shamcless ultimatum of the imperialists demanding the aban-
donment of the Taku forts, Tuan She Sui caused the crowd
to be fired upon, with the result that more than 70 persons
were killed. The bourgeois press in the pay of tha imperialists,
and the inteilectuals and reactionary professors expressed their
opininn that the leaders bore the responsibility for the blood
bath; thev declared that they had caused the young students to
undartak2 thoughtless action while they themselves kept safe at
liome. They had nothing to say against the ultimatum of the
imrearialists and against Tuan She Sui who had caused the
blood bath. )

In certain provinces the reactionary professors have forbid-
den the studonts to enter the revolutionary unions and parties and
to take part in meetings. In one of the high schools in Shanghai
they even demanded a sworn declaration from the students that
they take no part whatever in political afizirs, The students are
therefore at prosent engaged in a sharp strugele against such
reactionarv elements who are acting in the interests of the
umperiatists.

For their fight against the revolutionary Chinese people and
in orler to surnort thrir reactionary confederutes, the imme-
rialisls require the millions of do'lars of the boxer indemnity,
which the Chinese peonle thomselves must furnish, But all the
exnowditurs, all the elfforts h2'e been futile and vielded ab-
solutely nnthing, for the revolutionary workers and p2asants. the
entire sunnressed ponu’ation are still continning the {ight against
the imperialist cnnrescors. On the 12th of March, the anni-
versary of the derth of Snn Vat Sen. enormous masses of fol:
lowers of the teachings of this areat leader d>monstrated in all
parts of China, even in the districts occunried by the reactio-
nary mijitery rulers,

The labosur movement has not orlv set in with all force
in the e towns, as the huge strikes hoar witness, but even in
smzll towns ard right in the inferior of China the wo-%ars have
formed evrs-nisatirns FEven in Manchuria, where the white-
oiardist Gieneral Chang Tso Lin and the Tapanese ~xercise their
Boodv ral~ the to-muated workers have recen!ly resortd to the
weanon of the strike. Chang Tso Lin, when he demandad the
rexall of Karachan, nut forwa~d as a rerson the brihery of
shrdents for the purncs= of creating vurest. By unvest they mean
of cou~s> the revolutionary movement. Tt is this which the
immerialist roboers rightly regard as a menace and chzllenge
to tnair rule.

THE BALKANS

The Balkan Trade Union Conference in
Sofia and the Spirit of the Balkan Locarno.
By Lippert.

The Balkan Trade Union Conference called by the Amster-
dam_International took place in Sofia on the 9th and (0th of
April 1026,

At this Conference, the Reformist trzde walons of Yugo-
clavia and Badcaria were most numercusly reprosented, 1. e. by
1) delegates each. whoreas the Roumunian trade unions only
sent 3, and the Greck Trade Union League of the Reformists,
which really only consists of its jeading 61‘1{311&1[50115. also onty
sent 3 delegatus. Furtherinore, two reproseniatives of the Hune
garian and one of the Czechoslovakian Amsterdamers were pre-
sont, The LE.T.U. itself was represented by two delerates
(Mertens and Sassenbach), the International Prolessional Secre-
teriats by four. Besides these, 60 guests were present, among
them representatives of the Independent Trade Unions ol the
Bolkans, with the cxception of Yugoslavia, where the Ind>pen-
dents had previously writtzn asking for admission in th inferest
of the efforts towards unity, but had been brusquly refosed ad-

———
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mittance by Oudegeest. The right to atiend as guests had only
been granted, even to the Independent Trade Union of Bulgaria
and Roumania, on the spot and at the last moment — undoubtedly
under pressure from the workers in Solia amongst whom a
spirit in favour of unity prevails.

The object aimed at by the Conference of the Amsterdam
International was the resuscitation of the Reformist trade union
leagues in the Balkans which have only been able to come into
being and to carry on a sham existence as usufructuaries and
accomplices of the White Terror. The 1. F. T. U. wanted to
iry to establish “harmonious” co-operation with the bourgeoisie
even in this unsettled corner of Europe, which is threatened by
a Left danger. The Reformists indeed quite officially announced
it as one of their objects “to bring evidence before the Balkan
Governments that the existence of the trade unions is justified
and that they are necessary for umiversal peace”. (“Vorwirts”,
April 12th 1926; italics by me. L)).

The orientation of the foreign policy of the Balkan Govern-
ments has become extraordinarily vacillating in recent times.
Whilst the imperialists are quarelling amongst themselves for
decisive influence in the Balkan countries, a fight for the hege-
mony js going on in the Balkans themselves, especially on the
part of Yugoslavia. Since the dissolution of the Little Entente,
particularly since Locarno and the disappearance of France’s
hegemouny on the Continent, the Yugoslavian Governmrent has
on the one hand coquetted with the idea of a Locarno pact
furthered by Great Britain, and on the other hand has tried
to come to an “understanding” with Italian imperialism while
sacrificing the interests of the Croatian bourgeoisie. The pro-
testing voice of France has nevertheless been strong enough to
fursirate the latter plan. There remained the Balkan Locarno
plan and with it the support of the financially bankrupt State
by British -imperialism. This again absolutely necessitates an
approach between Yugoslavia and a Bulgaria which is sub-
ordinated to its aims.

The Trade Union Conference inaugurated by Amsterdam
was very welcome to the Yugoslavian Governmemt as a means
of propaganda for the “solidarity of the Balkan proples” (itself
one of the slogans of the trade union Conference”). It consented
to a propaganda tour of “esteemed international trade union
leaders” in 1ts country — which in view of experiences up to
now seems almost incredible — and even readily permitted
workers’ meetings to be held. Thus Sassenbach and Gal, the
representative of the Hungarian Trade Union Council spoke in
Subotica and Novi Sad, but had “no striking success” with the
missses of workers who are devotad to the Independent Trade
Unions. On the contrary, the revoluiionary workers everywhere
proposed resolutions for unity against the wisi of Sassenbach
and Gal.

Even in Bulgaria, the country of the most ferocious White
Terror, the Government politely obliged the Reformists. Large
numbe s of workers were allowed to weicome the Amsterdam
delegation at the Sofia station on its arrival. The Independent
Trade Unions who are honestlv inspired with the will for
unity, also called upon their adherents 1o do so. It is true, that
tha Reformist leaders could not prevent this, but firstly, they
did not have the speeches of welcome of the Tudencudent dele-
gates translated, and then, by mezans of “social deimncratic or-
ganisers”, all of whom were students with semi-I'ascist leanings,
thev prevented the formation of a common domonstration pro-
cession, bv instructing their “organisers” to cui olf the much
smaller Reformist procession by force. The Indzpenaents, who
did not wish to expnse themselves to provocation. continued their
march separately, but their procession was renzatediv attacked
by the social democratic students who felt sate under the pro-
tection of the police. )

The Conlerence was opened on April Oth with a speech by
Danov, the Secretary of the Bulgarian Trade Union League. Ilis
speech, 1n accordance with the high aims of the Bulgarian and
Yuooslavian bourgeoisie, was conhined to siuging the praises
of tirz “spirit of prace which had at last arrived in the Batkans™,
ard the tiaternization ol Serbs and Bulgars. This fraternization
would alse nromote the trade union movement, as the trade
wrions would develop into one of the chiel pillars of this
co-oneration of the Balkan peoples (he bourgeols sovernmeiis
boing meanth), After the hoof welenne of Merteus, the
Vice-President of ihe L F.T. UL, Sassenbach ~poke on ihe already-
mentioned amms of the Conference. He, however, stated ap once
tht these aims were by no means of a rolitical nawre. There

T

was no intention of interfering with the political conditions
in the Balkans. Incidentally he complained, in depressed tones.
of the ‘“defective social policy” of these Governments which
practise the most reactionary oppression of the workers.

A still clearer evidence of the foreign political significance
of the Conference was supplied by Pavitschevitsch, the delegaie
of the Yugoslavian Reformist Trade Union Council, in the
course of a great speech. He behaved us though it were not a
question of a trade union conference, spoke enthusiastically of
the fratermization between Yugoslavia and Bulgaria, and ad-
vocated with great skill the “conception” of a Balkan unde-
standing, for which Yugoslavia has stood up officially in other
respects also. Not a word about the common aims of a clas
fight against the sanguinary oppression of the much-tried and
revolutionary workers of the Balkans.

In order that the publicly announced aims of this “Trade
Union Conference” should not be forgotten, it was resolved to
appoint three special commissions.

The first Commission concerned itself with the questions
of the right of coalition and assembly in the Balkan couniries
which, as is well known, has been trodden underfoot by al
the Governments.

The second, most important Commission, concerned ifs:ii
with drawing up general trade union principles for the Balkans.
Here, among other things, the unity of the trade umions )had -
be dealt with aud, as the cautions Sassenbach wanted to compl
with the mood of the masses of workers, the Independent gues:s
were admitted to the work of the Commission to the extent thy
they were allowed to put their point of view. The representatives
of the L F.T.U. doubtless realised that the leaders of the Re-
formist Balkan trade unions are on the whole generals without
armies, and that the only way out for them would be to have
some kind of alliance with the independent trade unions who
possess the confidence of the masses. For this reason they tried
to make their Balkan representatives understand that unis
is necessary.

The resolution passed with regard to this question recon-
mends the Reformist organisations in each of the Balkan coun-
tries to carry on separate negotiations for unity, and is elasic
enough to admit of being interpreted in any way desired. The
resolution however may, in certain circumstances and if
will for unity which prevails among the workers is complsd
with, serve the cause of unity as. in comparison with the a-
titude of the Balkan Reformists up to the pressnt, it represeils
a step forwards.

The third Commission dealt with the social political demands.
especially the question of the refugees, which is of emment :i-
portance for the Balkans. The real demands of the workes
however, concerning wages. hours of work, the protection aul
insurance of workers, were discussed very little. The resolutioi
passed in this respact is expressed quite superficially and schen-
tically and only identifies itself in quite general terms with ”‘.“,
demands of tha Balkan workers respecting the “improvem:
of the social legislation, which in realily is non-existent, ib
introduction of insurance, of sanitary conditions for the WOrken
and the raising of the “intellectual level” of the working cliss.

Apart from these hesitating and naive reproaches direcis!
at the Covernment regarding the pitiful social conditions in
Balkan countrics, uot a word is sald in condemnation of "
sanquinary persecution of the workers by the despotic Govers
manis of the Balkan countries. On the other hand. in ordg‘r I
sogthe the feelines to a certain extent, it was resolved to mi™
vene with the LF. T.U. as well as with the International Labo:®
Bureau and the League of Nations in the question of the r-
fugees.

Edo Fimmen, also came to Sofia, as the international St
fary of the transport workers, in order to take part in f"’
11th trade Union Congress of the Bulgarian railwaymen’s umo®
which was held at the same time as the Balkan Conference. +!*
tohaviour, the courageous stand he took for unity at the v~

wayvinen's congress, whose trade union is at present in !

hands of the worst Zankoff sccialists, is in gross contra
the unity manocuvres of the Right Amsierdamers. The worker
Sofia welcomed him most warmly when, at a mocting of wo's
calied by the Reformists kut entirely under {he control of ™
denendent workers, he spoke on his own initiative and expout!
the necessity of unity in straightforward terms.

The Independent trade ynions of Bulgaria which. sinc’
sanguinary destruction of the Workers’ Trade Union Federat
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which had been affiliated to the R. I. L. U., are once more uniting the
revolutionary workers, addressed a maaifesto to the Trade Union
Conference in which they described to the foreign trade unions,
the position of the Bulgarian workers who are exploited by
sanguinary oppression with pre-capitalistic methods (child
labour, 12 hours and more work per day, prohibition of strikes
eic). The manifesto points out that the only way by which the
Bulgarian workers can be helped to rise again, is the realisation
of trade union unity, in which the delegates of the Balkan Con-
ference are asked to assist.

As we sce, this Balkan Trade Union Conference of the
LF.T.U. was inaugurated by the Reformists with the direct
object of distracting the attention of the Balkan proletariat from
the revolutionary class fight and further with the object of
supporting the Governmen(s of the Balkan countries in preparing
for a Balkan Locarno. Whatever the Reformists may once again
say and write of one of their “victories”, whcih indeed they
do, although laconically enough, in the official 1. F. T. U. bultetin,
this trade union conference, organised by them with pronouncad
counter-revolutionary aims, has offered the revolutionary workers
of the Balkans the opportunity of manifesting their unflinching
determination to fight and their firm revolutionary will for
unity, and may in this way help to strengthen the idea of trade
union unitv and to hasten the day of its realisation.

THE LABOUR MOVEMENT

The Big Strike in the Reschitza Iron Works
‘ in Roumania.

Bucharest, 22nd April 1926.

It is now more than a month since a buge strike broke out
in the grefest industrial district in Roumania, in Reschitza. Up
10 recently 7000 iron workers were participating in the miove-
ment. Now, as the result of the lock-out of the coal miners of
these works, who had been guilty of the terrible crime of giving
up a day’s wages for the strikers, the number of those remdered
idle has now grown to about 10,000.

Roumania is known abroad as the land of white ferror and
corruption. The strike of Reschitza reveals Roumania as a land
of scandalous and bloodv exploitation.

In Reschitza the workers receive daily wages ranging from

60 to 150 Lei (10 Lei are about a French Franc). They are
housed in dwellings — Reschitza is not a big town but an
enormous labour colony — which are worse than stables, for

which they have to pay 500 to 1000 Lei a month. Thus a third
to one haif of their wages is taken up in rent. But food in this
district, as a result of a form of truck system, is much dearer
than in other parts of the country. It is not surprising. there-
fore, that the workers are living from roots which are collected
by their scrofulous, ragged and under-fed children in the sur-
rounding forests,

The causes of the strike, therefore, are easy to he under-
stcod. The wage-index amounts on the average to 20--25, the
food-index to 60. The workers demanded an increase of wages
of 25-30%. The Companv, after long negotiations, sco-nfully
offered tham a 5% increase. Thereupon the workers unanimously
decided to strike.

The mapagement resorfed o various pieces of trickery in
order to defeat the strike, Thus unskilled workers from ithe
neighbouring quarries were brought into the works and were
instructed to beat aimlesslv with their hammers in order to
create the impression outside that work was in full swing. The
strikers, however, soon saw through this manoeuvre as they
were able to sce from a neightouring eniinence witat the “work”
<bnsisted in.

After the failure of th's manocuvre, the managem:nt and the
authorities resorted to a provocation. By means of spies they
caused the rumour to be spread that strike pay from 1000 10
1500 Lei was to be paid out in the trade unmion premises. The
authorities thereby hoped that the misled workers would at
once assemble rouad the trade union premises and could easily
be made to believe that the leaders had stolen the moiev, which
should lead to disturbances and to bloody imervention on the
part of the authorities. But this attempt to throttle the strike also
failed.

Finally, Prcfessor Cuza, the leader of the fascist anti-
semites, was invitel to come to Reschitza and to “pursuade”

the “misguided” workers to resume work. The result of this
“visit” is not yet known.

In the meantime the Siguranza (Secret Police) and the
military who were concentrated around Reschitza, commencel
savage persecutions. The foreign skilled workers were arrested
and given the choice of leaving the country or returning to work.

Although in Reschitza the reformists are at the head of
the trade unions (the unitarian organisation was dissolved in
1924 by the Siguranza), the unitarian union sent its general
secretary to participate in the leadership of the strike and the
organisation of relief action. All unitarian organisations pledged
themselves to contribute to the strike fund, and in addition to
this regular public collections for the strikers were held.

By this means considerable sums were collected and there
was revealed, by deeds and against the will of the reformist
leaders, the solidarity of the unitarian trade unions and their
sincere- desire for unity,

The Unitarian Metal workers’ Federation used the oppor-
tunity in order to submit once again its proposals for unity (o
the reformist organisation, and at the same time got into touch
with the local trade union engaged in the strike in order to
show the strikers the necessity of unity. The strike leaders
declared themselves ready to consider the question of unity.

In order to curb the haughtiness of the employers of
Roumania, to develop the feeling of solidarity and to promote
the will to unity, the international working class must raise a

st against the terror of the authorities and hasten to the
aid of these 30,000 who are starving as a result of the strike of
the 10,000 Roumapian workers of Reschitza.

UNION_OF SOVIET REPUBLICS.

Tne‘(Eco..omlc Sttuation of the doviet
Union and the Economic Policy of the C. P.
of the Soviet Union.

Resolution of the C. C. Plenum of the C. P. of the Soviet Union.
1

The fundamental fact which determined the strengthening of
the proletarian dictatorship and the raising of the international
importance of the Soviet is the rapid growth of the productive
forces of the country in the direction of strengthening the pre-
ponderance of the socialist elements in the national econoimy.
This growth was the result. of the policy of the Party which, on
the bas.s of the New Economic Policy, has led to the consoli-
dation of the alliance between industry and agriculture and to
the consolidation of the leading position of State industry in
the whole national economy. This developmant took place under
disproportionate conditions, which had arisen historically, bet-
ween the development of industry and agriculture and of the
general economic backwardness of the country,

[he centre roint of the New Economic Policy in its eailv
years was the task of restoring agriculture as rapidly as rossible
as the startingy po'nt of the fight against economic devastatinn
in town and country, the fask of creating a basis of
raw material and foodstuffs for the development of industry and
the creation of a market for its producis. Industry, which relies
on the growth of agricultere and on the ever-increasing power
of absorbtion of the peasant mart:t and adapts itsell to its
requirements, increasad its produciion in the economic year
102425 by 4% and in the current economic year by about
30 --107;.

In spite of this growth of industry, the couniry still h.
10 pass through a long period in which induestrial production
will be out of prorortion to the demands on production ind
conswnntion which are growing still more rapidly. The result
ol this rhenomznon is the acute hunger for indusirial goois.
In this situation, the development of industry and the industria-
lization of the count-y aliogeather is the decisive task, on the success-
ful carrving out of which deponds the further development of
the whole national ceonomy on the road fo the vicory of
socialism.

I1.

The industrialisation of the country and the increase of the
store of indusirial products at the stave of develonment ot
industry which has bkeen reached, is at prescut nreting aoth
specific difficulties. Industry has almost entiveiv ustd up the
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stock capital which had been left behind from the bourgeois
epoch and, in its further development, is now faced by the
necessity of re-equipping the factories and of building new
factories, which again depends entirely on the amount of accu-
muiated means which can be invested in the interest of the
extension of industry.

The expromriation of the unproductive classes (bourgeoisie
and nobility) the annulment of the debts, the concentration of
the income from industry, homz and foreign trade and the whole
system of credit in the hands of the State etc. — all this in itself
nrovides the rossibility of an accumulation of this kind within
the country, which guarantees the pace of development of indu-
<try which is necessary for socialist construction.

This task however can only be fulfilled successfully in so
far as the Party manages, on th2 one hand. to put into practice
throurhout the country a revimz of strict economy and a relent-
less fight against any superfluous unproductive expenditure and,
on the other hand, to increase the influx of the private means
of the ropulation into every kind of credit and co-operative
istitution and to get hold of these means throush State loans,
so that the savings in question may bz used for the further
develonment of the productive forces of the country and above
Al of industry.

The rate of the increase of stock capital and of the 1e-
equipment of industry as well as the improvement of technique
und  the intensification of agriculture depends mainly on the
sucerssful development of our export activities and of the im-
poriation of the necessary machines, the necessary raw materials,
th2 necessarv semi-manufactured goods for industry and of
agricultural implements. For this reason, the increase of our
exnorts is an indisnensable condition for the industrialization of
the countrv and the acceleration of the develonment of industry.

The Party and the State must systematically take the ne-
easary messures to free our economy from its depzndenc: on
the cznitalist countries. This  denendence became particularly
uoticrable in the present year when our national ecoromy was
roaching the end of its period of reconstruction and had
un the whole of the technichal equirment which had 1e-
| b-hind from pre-revolutionary timas. Consequantly we
mll:t besides forcing the export of the products of agriculture
and forestry and- developing and improving industrial export
(wnhia and other mineral riches, eic.), take particularly en>r-
meaasures to further those branches of industry in which
ovs dependence on foreign countries is most keenly felt. The
dovelesynent of the production of colton. shean-breeding, the
increase of conper- mining and of the productinn of iren and
sieel, develonment of the engineering industry cte. must receive
naciieniar attention.

The possibility of hindrances in forcion trade as w2l as
the pevitability  of  disnroporiion  between  the  individinl
tranches  of  our  industry, which, as a result of the
Srence of the market and the predominanee of irrecular
cleents jnoagricubiure, Is suject to freauent fluctustions of the
st demand that the Siate should hold sufficient reserves
ity hands, This is one of the conlitions nevessary for the
somatic conduet of the eronomic e of our covntryv. For this
svon such reserves must be provided in the State Buldgot, in
iy ot trade, i industry, in “‘IL supply of corn, in the deinze
ol e couutry el

In the present period of the construction of neow factories,
sl imeoattance attoches to the developmient of the principle
of srstematical management and to curr dug throush a str.ct
s of discieline in the activities of “l Siate functionaries. All
1rvines with any degree of importance for the construction
Sionew factories — whether of Sinte or local immortance —
cameoally must be brought into harmony  with the genera!
ceoromic plane A stop must decisively b put to building con-
<o undertaken stontanzoeshy and individually, which lzals
vootritiering away and uneconomical use of means and mote-ial,
P omoart plaved by the functionaries of planned svsiemitic
coonomies must be increascd in this field miore than elscwhore,

Vi the same time as we combat separatisin in our systomatic
coomomy ad the irresponsible working out and carrying out of
cone. we must see that the higher functionaries for systematic

o hYoare !'4'“.1 fzom the petty supe rvision of the accounts of
e aticials subordinate to themn Less attention shiould be Ind
e thero 1o guestions ol Jetail with rezard 1o plans of exnioi-
whiist on the other hand the responsibibay ol ahe func-
Coneries who corry them out, should be increased. At the same

st
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time the number of departments through which the plans of
operation must pass before they are finally “confirmed, must be
rzduced and there must be a strict limitation of competence of
the individual institutions for plannad systematic economy which
have the final decision on the various questions.

A higher quality of the plans drawn up, their timely con-
firmation and the concentration of the attention of the l:ading
fuuctionaries for planned systematic economy on the main tasks
of planned systematic economy can only be achieved under thase
conditions.

The immediate tasks of economic development in the period
before us consist in accelerating accumulation, in making an &p-
propriate use of the means accumulatd and in carrying out much
more strictly than hitherto the principle of planned systematic
economy.

1L

In addition to the general disproportion between the develop-
ment of agriculiure and industry, a disproportion can at present
be observed, on the one hand, between the development of the
transport system and of industry as a whole, and on the other
hand, between the developmant of the individual branches of
industry. The transport system has already become that link
the system of the Soviet management, without the development
of which a further increase of the traffic of goods within the
country is impossible. The production of fuel, the metallurgic n-
dustry and the production of bullding materials are far behind
the requirements of the market and the rate of development of
industry. It is therefore necessary, in addition to regulating the
transport of goods and to making a more economic use of the
means of transport by land and water, above all to expand the
means of transport in the metallurgic industry, the production of
fuel and building materials and the electrification in such a way
that the difficuities in the supply to the other branches of in-
dustry, the increasing goods traffic and the building of houses
can be removed.

In o-dev to prevent a repotition of fuel difficulties in the
future ,w2 must to-day, apart from making belter usz of and
rationalising the existing fuel undertakings. devote more atiention
to the opening up of new coal and naphtz fields.

The Party and the State must. in the coming period, deal
with the housing question with particular care, as {he housing
crisis interferes with the further growth of industry and with
the improvement of the moaterial rosition of the workers.

Iv.

The objective economic difficuiiivs of the present period have
teen intensiied during the current year by failures in the ma-
nagement ol planned systematic economy which have found ex-
pression in C\uw"raud plaus for collecting corn, for expo t
unport, currency and credit, and in this connection also, of the
p. ogumm“ of the develo; pent of industry and of the investment

of capital. These failures in the drawing up and carrying out of
nans, ln\e rendered the shoslage of ,(_{():)Js still more acutz,

The general expansion of agricultural production, the iu-
creased surpiuns of agriculwral ponuds the reduced taxztion of
the peasant population and the considerable rise in the price
ol coin — which is to be attributed largely to the mistasen
forcing of the collecton of corn have produced a great in-
creas* in the demiand made by the wll qes.

The tremzndous growth of the demnn;ls made by the towns
and bv industey, to “neet which money is forthcoming, is ex-
plained by: firstly the considerable incrcase of wages since the
mildle of 1025 (and a corresronding increase of the amount
spant on szcial insurance), throuzh which measses of now workers
were attracted into production witilst the increase ol the produc-
tvity of latour came to a sandstil; secondly the ¢ 11.1'rf‘m“m 0.
the stall end additional superfluous expenses omn the part both
of todies financed by the State and nf those on a commercial
lasis, including \tm trading and the Co-operatives; thirdly a
siart baing made in carrving through the programme of in-
vistoments of capital, which will only yield an increasz of the
amomnt of goods at seme remnte i me and the rapid develorm at
of huvy dL‘LK\?T} which brings about a further demand for
miamnbcured goods.

Fiethear, the influce me of a coertain increas: of private accu-
mutation has been felt in the feld of goods fraffic, especially
i viaw of the d .xpromrtxon botween wholesale and retail poices
and m othe orowth of the demanlds of the urban pvz ulation which

s ;“‘f: (O Pav.
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The forcing of the urban demands which have swallowed
up a large part of the increasing industrial production, has had
a disorganising effect on the goods traffic between town and
country, has diminished the introduction of industrial products
into the village and thus reduced the supply of the products of
peasant farmiing. All this together resulted in a rise in the general
level of prices, a great increase of the difference between retiil
=nd wholesale prices, has rendered more difficult the carrying
out of the plans for collecting corn and the plans for export
and import connected with them, and has created difficulties
in the circulation of money. The reduction of the plan for col-
lecting corn, which was in the circumstances inevitable, involvad
cutting down the plan for expori and import and thus made it
questionable ‘whether it would be possible to achisve a positive
trade balance and finally solvency in the present year. This meant
a danger for the stability of the currency, which was all the
more serious, as we had an adverse trade balance last -ear.

The reduction of the plan for imzort and credit made it ne-
cessary fo revisa the plan for the development of industry also
gnd to bring it into line with the m2ans at the disposal of the
dlate. '

In certain branches of industry — especially those branches
the activity of which is dependant on the import of raw materiais
trom abroad, of semi-manufactured goods and technical equip-
ment — this resulted in a certain slackening of the pace oi
development in the current year.

The solution of the difficulties of the present economic year
does not exclude the possibility of the occurrence of new dif-
ficulties in the future, especially when the new harvests are
sold. At present we have not the necessary means at our disposal
for deternéning the amount of the mew harvests aud to make
even an approximate plan for their realisation. It is. howevee,
highly probable that State industry will again be iusufficienly
equipped after the new harvest and will be lacking in the ne-
cessary reserves of toth raw materials and manufactured goods.
In order to ensure a mormal traffic in goods in the village at
the time when the new harvest is realised, the C.C. Plinum
commiss’ons tha Polit bureau to take sunplementary maasiies
for increasing the quantity of industrial goods, especially by
extending 2s far as possible the import of raw materials for tha
lextile and leather industry and. in case of extrcme necessity, by
the import of readv-made goods.

_ Inaddition to thesz measures it is necessary, in the intevest
of the reduction of the general level of prices, that the working
costs of tha apparaius for collecting corn should be reduced
2s far as possible in all stages of the collection of corn.

- As large industry cannot possibly, in the near future, ent're-
'y stat’sfy the demands for industrial producis which could be
pad {50 in ready money, it is necessary lor the sake of al-
leviating (he sho-tage of goods, to encourage in every way the
dzveloprient ot provincial industry, both that of the State znd
of small private firms, especially thosa faciories which are run
on local sources of fuzl.

. Although the difficuliies referred to exis, the growth of the
Imzortanz: of our industry and of the working class in the
whol2 svstem of our economics is continuing in {ha curreat
sear. Industry indeed is growing much more rapidly thap all e
oher branchzs of economics in the Soviet Union, The total pro-
duction of industry will increase by about 30—40% in pronar-
tion to the product'on of last vear. For the first time, considerairle
means are being invested in re-eauipmaznt and the buildine of
new factories in industry, whick will make it possible to extend

Indusiry in the subsaquent years.

V.

The difticulties which have cropped up in the process of
tconomic g.owth do not make the d:velapment of the alliance bet-
wezan the working class and the peasantry on the basis of co-
operation between State industry and agricutture less urgent,
but on the contrary, licrease iis urgency.

Ladusty will not overcome the difiicuities which stand in
the way of its further expansion and raise the necessary capital
'or that purpose, unless the further development of agriculture
Is assured.

For this reason, all the resolutions passed by the Party
(Ht_h Party Conisrence and 14th Party Cong-ess) and by the
Soviet Power with regard to promotfng peasant farming and
tmproving the position of the masses of peasants, nmust be carried
out 1n their entirety.

.

e

The increase of the productive forces in the village is pro-
ceeding through a contest between the various social groups of
the peasantry. The inevitable increase of the strength of the
Kulaks in the present period of the New Economic Policy and

“the struggle of these elements to gain predominance in the vil-

laga, places before the Party the task of consolidating and ex-
rending the economic and political co-operation of the prole-
tariat with the large masses of the middle and poor peasantry.
This task should be accomplished by: firstly consolidating the
alliancz batween the proletariat and the village poor with the
middie peasantry for the purpose of isolating the Kulaks and,
secondly, by giving material support to and organising the village
poor against the Kulaks, Apart from possibly enlarging the
special relief fund for the village poor which was started in the
current vezar, and from liberating the poorest among the peasants
from agricultural taxation, a system of wider measures for the
support of the village poor must be worked out. The Pariv
showdd study with spacial care the experiences wmade with
latour in the villages and the developmeni of conditions of
tenancv, and must take measures fo regulate the practice of
labour aad wages conditions, so as 1o put a check on the at-
temnis at exoloitation on the nart of the Kuiaks. and to protact
the interests of the village poor.

VL

Tha stage which has been reached in the exchange of goods
and money and the accumulation in the villages. as well as the
necessity of requlating this accumulation iin accordance with the
interests of the nroletarian State, demand that a svstzm of taxa-
t'on of the peasantry should be worked out which would relieve
the burden of taxation of th: noorer peasants, which, in its
type, would annroach most nearly to the svstem of income tax.

The followine imnortant changes are therefore necessary in
the stru~ture of the uniform aericultural taxation:

a) The income on which the taxation is basad, should be
determined, not in kind but in money;

M eovrces of incnme of the reasant nonulation {wine-
growino bes-keening, gardening, marke{-gardening, il these oc-
cun2tions are carried on commercialiv, further money erru~d
in other wavs than bv agriculture eicd which were previously
ot eonntad st all o+ to an insufficiont degree, must now be
included as objects of taxation; .

c) the rates ol assessment should be changed on the lines
of a more progressive scale, so that the poorest groups are
freed entirely and the burden of taxation is increased for ihe
wealthy and Kulak strata of the peasantry.

With regard to determining the sources of income aprrt
from agriculture on which taxation should be based, a move im-
portant part should be assigned to the local functionarics who
are best informed as 1o the peculiarities of their district.

Tha total sum of the comprehensive agricultural taxztion con
onty be raised in proportion as the area under cnltivation is
enfarged. the field of objects of taxation is extended and the
level of the vieid of peasant farming is gencrally increased.

Out of the total sum of agricultural taxation, at least two
thirds should ke left to the local Scviet functionaries (municipal,
district ard provincial functionaries) for satisfving local needs.

VIL

The Jdevelonmant of co-operative consfruction in the village,
in particular of agricultural credit co-operatives and of agri-
cultural co-operatives, as well as the gemeral improvement of
the economle posit:on of the broad masses of the peasantry
afford the possibility ol a further advance in enlisting the poor
and middle classes of peasants in socialist construction.

Socialist construction must embrace all branches of indusiry,
inclrding agricuiture. The organisatien ¢f the socialist econouy
in the Soviet Unton can therefore only be guaranteed if agricul-
ture develoss on the lines of consolidating its zlliance with so-
cialist industry, of strengthening the part played tv the Intter in
the whole national economy and of the incréase ot the sooialist
clements inthe village, the most important of which are the
co-operatives.

The Plenum of the C.C. states that the Paerty's resoluons |
(NIV. Pariy Conference and 14th Party Congress) with reard
to co-operative construction in the village, have noi yut b
completely tzken up or suliiciently carried oui by the ¢o-uperatve
aud Party organisalions. The Plenum pledges all Parly nembers
to concenfrate their attention on carrying cw the Party resoles

— . ct—
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tions referred to and in doing so to take the following tasks
especially into consideration.

1) The enlistment of really broad masses of the peasaniry
in co-operative construction;

2) The interests of the middle and poor peasant masses
should be well protected in the Co-operatives and a iight carried
on against the attempts of the Kulak elemenis to exploit the Co-
operatives;

3) Unproductive expense in affairs concerning
operatives should be ruthlessly cut down;

4) the turnover of the Co-operatives should be increasingly
extended by reducing the part played by private capital, and by
fighting resolutely for the reduction of retail prices.

5) m2asures should be 1aken to ensure the influx of the
deposits and savings of the broad masses of peasants into the
credit and co-operative system.

6) Every means must be used to enforce stricter credit
discipline. :

7) the special forms of Co-operatives which unite the
peasants in the sphere of production and above all in the in-
dustrialisation of agriculture should be established miore firmly.

These fasks can only be fulfilled if there is a gencral im-
provament in the activity of the Co-operatives, if their authority
in the economic life of the peasant masses is increaszd and if
the eligibility of their functionaries and iheir responsibility to the
population is really guaranteed.

VIIL

On the grounds of the above arguments, the Plenum of the
Central Conimitiee calls upon all Party organisations to be gui-
d>d by the following directions in solving the actual tasks of
the immediate future:

a) in the sphere of the money issue and credit policy: by the
necessity of bringing about, in the course of the naxt few months,
an appropriate relation between the money in circulation in the
country and the masses of goods in circulation, and of only
permitting an increase of issue in so far as resulls can be ob-
fained by raising the purchasing power of the rouble.

b) In the sphere of the turnover of goods: by ihe necessity
of achieving a decided reduction in retail prices. In connection
with the widening of the disparity between retarl and whoiesale
prices, the questions of organising the market and of fighting for
a reduct.on of retail prices acquire unusual significance. Success
it the collection of grain, and wuth it in carrying out tire plan
of export, an actual increase of wages, success in the fight against
the accumulation of private capital, all these depend entirely
an 2 Turther reduction of retail prices both of industrial goods
and ol agriculiural products. The atlention of the trade unions,
o Strte andustry, of State officials, and akove ail ol the Co-
oneratives must be concentrated on this fight in the immediate
iutire.

¢) In the sphere of wages policy, the Plenum of the C.C.
states that thie measures taken at the beginning ot the econontic
vear Tor o gencrallv increasing wages, and the mosc recent mea-
sium s of e Polit bureau {Feb. 1920) for increasing wiges in
coal meuing, transpart and means of conpuumicaticn (post, tele-
araph, wloohone ete) were the right ones, and proposes that for
the rest of the current econnnie vear, we chould be wuiled by
e onecessity of cnsuring the rate of wages slready aptained.
At the same time, it is necessary to take docishoe mcisures for
icrersiny the productivity of {2bour both ihirouah the ratonali-
swion of production, especiaitly by more comnlete equipment,
increasiig the guatificadion of the workers, impravine the or-
vans2toa in fwtories and works and, throuch making better
s o the wourking dav, eolorcing a siricier discipline i work,
P agaiist oss of Working time aind so on.

The oeeccores taken byothe Party arve directed townrds ac-
teadiy ensamine the fevel of wages reached In ovrder that these
inceseres shodd Beocarried into elizet i corvespoudenee with the
wencral growth of the forces of productiou, the dovelopment of
idustry and e ancrease of the productcity Of Lubour, 1t is e
coesaryodo ensure a further dncresse of wages.

A recards b gnvestiment of canital in tnduotoel fhe
Sevt Rt oand the formetion of a special reserve D the Na-
tomid Bedeets she docizinns of the Polit Burean of Uoh, 25t of
s vear shoatd e carried ant,

<y A rerrds the plu of tmport and exeort o the vear
2520 qad the Tormation of a reserve far faraon qralds the
decisions of the Polit burean of Jan, 2050 1026 are anthorititiv
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IN THE INTERNATIONAL

The Situation in the Communist Party
of Germany.
By P. R. Dietrich (Berlin).

The VI. Sess‘on of the Enlarged Executive of the C. I. has
declared in the resolution on the German question that th:
Party, in spite of many shortcomings which still exist, both in
regard to reorganisation and in the ideological front and the
training of the membership, has a number of successes to record
since the appearance of the Open Letter, The policy now bzing
conducted by the present party leadership, of the corred
application of the united front tactics for winning the prole-
tarian masses, has not only increased the activity of the Panv
membership, but considerably promoted the political influence
of the Party- among the working class. The basis of the Part;
has widened. Influence in the free trade unions has grown, in
spite of all the counter-measures of the trade union bureaucra.
— a fact which even the “Vorwirts”, which almost daily
announces the demise of the C.P. of Germany, can no long>
deny. The relations of the Communist -workers to the socii
democratic workers have considerably altered from what 1
were a year ago. '

With regard to inner Party conditions, in the ideologicil
training of ihe membership, considerable progress is to be
recorded, in spite of all existing shortcomings. A proof of this
is fo be seen in the ideological level of the present inner Pari
discussions: not only in the body of functionaries of the Party.
but even in the smallest un’ts of the organisation, in the smalies:
factory and street nuclei there is to be seen the effort fo binw
to the fore-front the essential principles involved in the quu:-
tions at issue.

In spite of these recognised successes of the Party there
are comrades who feel themselves called upon to proclaim &
crisis in the C.P.of Germany. These comrades do not cire
in the least that with their war-cries thev only create confusion
in the Party and therebv hinder i!s advance. They are not a!
all concerned that, by their cackling thay furnish the social de-
mocratic press with material for concealing the severs crisis
which at present exists in the Social Democratic Party ol
Germany. These comrades require a “crisis”™ in the Party, it »~
their only poiitical platiorm.

That which we regard as a “crisis in the C.P. of Germany”
is in reality nothing els2 than thz final effects of the crisis
the Party, which, with all its danger fo: the further developme
of the Party, has been ruthlessly indicated by the Open Lette
The manner in which th> whol2 Partv today reacts {o this <
of crisis of these comrades. shows that the Party is now und:e-
going a process ol inner consolidation, of organisatory strend
thening, and thereby ol increasing political influence in the
Germon working class.

Ci what does the crisis in the C.P. G., procla‘m:d by thest
conrades, constst? The Opan Letter has already given an -
mistakable renlv to this question. The Party, by {sllowing -
policy of the Onen Letter, has alreedy vushed into the bad
ground the altra-loft tendencies in the Partv. The Ultra-leits
represerit to-dav no onnasition oun principle in the Party, but g
small groun whose ini'uence is dailv becoming less.

The VI. Enlarged Exccutive has pladiaed the entire Partv 10
overcone these ultra-Left groupings, who, in snite of the:
atlenests to differentiate themselves from each other, renresen!
in the most dec’s've political auestions the same non-commui!
views, as being “the real disturbing elements in the Party,
o-der to render the Party capable of winning the masses o
the revolution™.

The development of the ultra-left after the Fnlarged Ex
tive has fullv confirmed the characterisation of the ultra-l @
grouns contained ‘n the Resoluton on the Gorman Questio!
The leaders of the various ultra-! eft grouns have, since
Folareed Exzentive, alienat=d themselves still further from the
Comintern and the C.P. of Germany.

The Korsch-Schwarz group, bv its opoen anti-holsha
attack upon the policy of the Executive and of the Gz
Party, as well as unon Soviet Russia, has rlaced itself outs ¥
the ranks of the Partv. The views set forth by Korsch in i1
fractional circulars and in his theses prove that Korsch hi-
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already arrived at the same position as Kautsky, who is a
conscious counter-revolutionary. Korsch’s “theoretical basis” is
a speculation upon the victory of all the lorces. opposing the
realisation of socialist construction in Soviet Russia, as well as
on the overcointing of Leninism by reformism. How little Korsch
has in common with the Party was shown by his attitude at
the Conference of the political secretaries and editors, at which,
when asked by comrade Thalmann whether he was prepared
to fay down his Reichstag mandate given to him by the Party,
he gave an evasive answer and declared that he must first speak
with his friends — among whom is to bz found, as has been
proved, the renegade and traitor Katz. The Korsch-Schwarz
group has no foliowing in the Party. Should they follow the
way of Levi, Friesland, Souvarine and lHosglung they will not
be followed by a single worker in the Party,

The Urbahns-Ruth Fischer group is the group of entire lack
of all princ'ple “on princinle”. So far as documents of this
group, in the form ol declarations and resolutions, are available,
this group in its attitude to the decisions oi the XIV. Party
Conference of the Comnrunist Party of the Soviet Union and the
VI Enlarged Executive as well as to the poiicy and inner-Party
posttion of the C. P. of Germany only differs in terminology from
Korsch. The anti-bolshevism which finds open expression in the
documents of Korsch and Schwarz appear in a veiled and hidden
form with Urbahns and Co.
 In the same way as Korsch and Schwarz overstep all Party
discipline and consiously set out to dsstroy Party unity, so we
also see in the Urbahns-Ruth Fischer group daily new auvmnis
o create a fraction fight in the Party. Regardless of the most
elementary rules of revolutionary Party discipline, comrade
Urbahns and his friends seek to shake the authority of the
leadership of the Party and to awaken doubt and mistrust in
the leadership of the Comintern.

The entire insignificance of both the Korsch group and ol
the Urbahns group found expression at the National Conlarence
of political secretaries and editors, and is also to be seen in the
present discussion in the Party. The National Conference un-
animously decided, with ouly one abstention, to exclude Korsch
from further participation in the Couference. In the course ol
the discussion in the Partv not a single organisalion of the
Party decided for the platiorm of the Korsch group. At the
Reichs Conference Urbahns managed to get two votes for his
resolution.

The inner relationship beiween the Korsch and Urbahns
groups in the most inmportant political questions, in their
attitude to the Comintern, and to the Soviet Union, has. alter
the Fnlarged Executive, extended to the group of Comrade
Weber, which developed out of the old Ultra-Leii. Although the
group of Comrade Weber repudiates every personal conncction
with Korsch and the Urbahns group. it does not differ essen-
tially from the completely non-communist views of these groups.
The anti-Party and anti-Comintern attitude of the Weber group
results from the complete incapacitv of anpreciating the objective
situation and the tasks of the Party arising from it. The criticism
of the policy of the Party by this groun is a completely negative
one. Comrade Weber sees as the ouly result of the policy oi
the Party since the Open Letter, the consolidation — mot of the
C.P. of Germany, but of the S.P.G. Comrade Weber makes
this assertion at a time when the S. P. G. is involved in a severe
erisis, which in Saxony alreadv shows signs of an open spiit,
at a time when even the bourgeoisie have to admit the constant
‘nereasing success of the C. P. of Germany.

The discussion which is now being carried on in the Party,
on the broadest basis, on the decisions of the VI Enlarged
Executive, has already shown that the overwhelming majority
of the Party has recognised the danger to the further develop-
ment of the Party to a revolutionary mass Party which lies in
the uncommunist’ and partly open anti-bolshevist views ol the
various ultra-Left groupings. The Party, in the course of further
dlscussion,- will overcome the last remmnants of the ultra-Left
non-communist ideology and will weld the whole Party together
on the line of the Comintern and under the present leadership
of the C.P. of Germany. The more determinedly the Party
fights against the ultra-Left non-communist views, the more
determinedly it will lead the struggle against the opporiunist
dangers and deviations which arise out of the objective situation.

The Party is now on the march. It will not allow itsell to
be hampered in its approach to the masses by the ultra-Left
Crisis-mongers.

In the Camp of Social Demotracy

Noteworthy Speech by Stenhuis at the
Congress of the Dutch Social Democrats.

By H. S (Amsterdam).

The Dutch Social-Democratic Labour Party undoubted)y
belongs to the extreme Right Wing of the Second International.
Its newspaper, “tHet Volx”, breathes the spirit of the German
“Vorwirts” and naver fails to take part in an attack made upon
the Sovier Union uad the Russian labour movement. According
to nunterical streagth it is the second oi the Dutch political
parties, i. e. it ranks iimmnediately after the Catholic State Party.
We are new living in the peciod in which the Duich Social-
Democratic Pany is doing its utimost to form a govermmant
coalition with the Catholic and petty bourgeois “Democratic
Party”. It is perfectly willing to moke big concessions to the
Catholic elements. Although this adilude shows ever mire
ciearly the righiward tendency of the Duich Social-Denocratic
Party, no ieft oppo.iiion of any strengtiy tas as yet emerged. For
this reason special significancs attaches to the big speech, which
R. Stenhuis, the president of the Dutch Federation of Trade
Unions (N. V. V.) made at the Congress of the Social-Democratic
Labour Party of Holland, held at Easter. In this speech Stenhuis
brings right into the foreground the views of tne Left el2mizats
of the Social-Democracy (Brailsford-Otto Bauer). His spesch
had the eifect of a boinn-shell on the Congress and caused great
exitement among the delegates, who had not anticipated anything
of this kinl. There was an encounter last year between Stenhuis
and the leaders of the Social-Democratic Party over the relation
of the Party to the trade-union movement. On that occasion he
advocated the reorganisation of the forces in the Duich labour
aovenment and the fusion of the Party and the Trade-Union
Ceniral into a Labour Party. The executive of the Party succes.
ded, however, (Scptember 1023) in getting Stenhuis to refrain
for several mouihs from wriiing anything more coicerning his
viewpoint, nevertheless, he was invited to express his views
during the Cougress.

He availed himsell of the opportunity, but he did not con-
fine his observations to the regrouping of forces. He treated this
matter as a secondary consideration. The principal affair was his
analysis of international relations, his criticism of the “old and
tried” methods of reformism, his damaging review of the Social-
Democratic policy in Holland and his demand for fresh fighting
methods.

Stenhuis further emphatically opposed the attitude of the
former president of the Party, Vliegen, who has for many years
declared on principie against the employment of extra-parliamen-
tary means, and he warned the Social-Democratic Party not
to adopt this attitude of Vliegen’s, for in casz they did the
Social-Democratic Party would be excluded from the leadership
of the labour movement.

Before Stenhuis began his speech, the Party had chosen a
new president for the immediate future. The relormist, W.
Vliegen, who had been president of the Party for many years,
was succeeded by Henri Polak, President of the Dutch and
International Diamond Workers' Union. Polak is, undoubtedly,
the Samuel Gompers of the Duich trade-union movement
He is a goold organiser, who has been able to create for the
special conditions ot the diamond industry a strong organisation,
whose inliuence, however, has diminished considerably since the
war. He 1s a very decided opponent of the Russian revolutio:
and ol every revolutionary tendency and is, furthermore, a
combative individual who has several times had sharp encounters
with Stenhuis and other elements of the Dutch Trade Union
Federation.

This choice means that the leadership of the Duich Social-
Democratic Party has moved even further towards the Rigat
than it already was. After this choice it was clear that the
leaders of the Party would repudiate the whole of Stenhirs
speech, This they actually did. They were of the opimon thut
Stenhuis was giving wav to desperation, that he had no faith
in a healihv labour miovement, that he was a pessimist anl
therclore, desirous of ieading the Party and the 1;'.1Je anion
movement into the wrong path. They were naturaily against
Stenhuis' proposal o elect at the Congress a comuanssion 1o
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investigate more closely the relation between the Party and
the trade union movememt. Stenhuis’ speech was regarded as in
insult to the Party and to the trade union movement. The trade
union leader, Brautigam, fransport worker, declared that he
would call Stenhuis to account at the Congress of the Dutch
Trade Union Federation.

After the conclusion of the Congress the whole Press ex-
patiated upon Stenhuis’ speach. The former Catholic Minister,
Aaalberse, declared that the Congress had been a Stenhuis’
Congress, despite the fact, that Stenhuis had been repudiated.
Although Aaalberse expressed satisfaction with the fact that
th> moderate elements won the victory, he still holds th> view
that the Dutch Social-Democratie Partv has not yet settled the
question ot the relation bztween the Party and the trade union

movemzitt and the other more imiportant question of parlia-
mentary action or revolutionary action. At the conclusion of
the Congress the Sogial-Democratic daily, “Het VolX”, again

rcpujlated Stenhuis :md his theory.

THE CO-OPERATIVE MOVEMENT

The 40th Congress of the Co-operatives
of the U. S. S. R.

Karl Bittel (Moscow).

The 40th Co-operative Congress of the Soviet Union was
held in the trade unionn house in Moscow from the 5th — 12th
of April 1020, [t is the 6th Congress of the “Ceutrosoyus” since
the October revolution. It was atiended by 605 delegates entitled
to vote from the Co-operatives of the whole Union. Th: move-
ment has made enormous progress in the last few years. The
following ‘gives a numerical survey:

Statistics of the Co-operative Organisation of the U.S.S.R.
Members Unions Stores
Oct. Tst 1024 1,104,831 37.009
Oct. tst 1925 9-134‘%;: 39,601
The turnever of all the Co-operatives and their central

lcagues has risen from 205 milhiards to 3,7 milliards,
hards of which was the turnover ol the local cc-op

Side by side with the Consumers’
utent, there Is in the U.S

2,22 mil-
cratives.
Co-onerative Store move-
S.S. R, a wide-spread agricultural co-
anerntive  movement, tho centiaol  leavue of is  the
ssilskosovus”. It includes 40000 Co-operatives with 3 million
predsant damilies and a turnover of UM% miiiions.

1he Congress of the 10 million co-operative membears began
with an in.ernatonal mesting., The first spezker was Comis 12
Clara Zetiin who b:otght grectings from the Communist
fnternmatonal and cougramiated the Soviet Co-operative move.
dent on the great progress 1t had made.

Comrade Kalimn, who spoke in the name of the Comminnist
party of the Sovier Union and in the nanie of the Soviei Govern-
mient was received with frantic applause.

Sir Thomas Allen, ihe director of the English Wholesale
Co-grerative Society in Manchester wos presant, reprosenting
the Co-opzrative hmternational, e conzraiulated the Russian

Co-operative movemeit on its tremondous progress and ex-
prossed his disapproval ol the calumniaiors, wito are still
corrving on thexr work anroad. He stronglv condamned the

cpdencious Foak of the hitereational Latour Bureau in (Gineva
witdh has just appeorcd. tHe emphasised the fact that con-
ndence in the power of the Russinn Co-onerative movement is
consaantlv inereasing. in spite ot all the direrences of opinion
wit'oit exist with regard to the question of imernational co-
anerative poalicy,

Represeniatives of the (?J»'q‘.érmi‘.'e Uinion of Grc:n B

A,

of > b and Scotch Co-operative Wholesale  Socicties,
inote Workers' Co-oneratives of Fintand and [)an”l\ and the
(RO ol a Comnrwiist Co-operative Socery in Paris

Alithoaurh there was

acgain no represamatve of the
Porhesgne and iy (o BLGL (C()-O;‘L’!’:ltl\‘c Wholesale
at, the hostiie front ef the German co-operative
ueracy was broken hrouch this vear in that a leadng

al dimincratie ea-aperaor. Hans Bauer from Munich, the
e of dhe Cosperative Soaciety in that city and at the smme

wiv) s

time a member of the supervisory council of the Hamburg
G. E. G. spoke at the Congress.

As has been th: custom every year, the business report of
the Centrosoyus was given by Comrade Chintchuk He used
figures to show that a strong development had taken place in the
co-operative movement, that The turnover of the local Cooperative
Societies had been doubled, that the membership had increasad
by more than two millions and he pointed out the progress.
which had been made in the thorough organisation in the co-

operative system. Comrade Chintchuk gave an analysis of the

general position of the Soviet economy and of the co-operative
situation. He pointed out the difficulties which, in his opinion.
are definitely connected with growth. Some dlffxcu]txes arise
for the co-operative movenient, especially with regard to th:
reduction of goods and money credits, fzom the re- arrangemain
of the State economic plan, in consequence of the dim‘pution
of exports. oif the increasing development of heavy industry
and of industrialisation. The State trusts have a commercial
network of thzir own; the fight for a larger share of goods and
for better terms of delivery must be carried on. It is a gigant<
task to supnly 10 million manbers. The purchasing power, and
with it the demand for goods has increased. The turnover ol
the local Co-operatives has increased from 1175 to 2223 mil-
lions. The wholz co-operative trade amoumts to-day to 20,1%
(1923:24 it was 12,3%) of th: total turnover of the U.S.S. k.
whilst 41,1%; (34.9) is in the hands ol State trade. The businzss
costs mow only amount to 2.3% and the extra prices to 3.3%.
The total amount of the capitai of the Co-operative Societies is
1231 millions, of which 1247 is their own capital and 87.6":
Lorrowed capital. The production of the Centrosoyus amounted
to 43,3 millions and will be increased in the current vyear
by more than 707%. The loss of 508,000 roubles, indicated in
the balance-accounts had arisen through the writing off of ol
debts founded on bills of exchange and through unpaid accounis
from former times, as well as through losses consequent on the
State regulation of prices for corn and meat. Allogether thz
cconomic and financial position of the Centrosoyus was con-
siderably strengthened, and the balance of Feb. 1st alreadv
showed a gain of 4 million roubles.

With rcgard to international relations, it was reported that
they continue to develop favourablv; that business connactions
exist with the English and \comsh Co-operative  Wholas:
Societies in particular, kut also with the Belfrmn and French.

Thz special report of the Central \‘imw*ra Saction enipha-
sised the necessity of the closest co-operation with the trade
unions and described it as the chief task that real wages should
be ra'sed through the reduction of co-operative prices. The
report ol the Transport Worksrs’ Section showed that 75% of

all railw aymen are organised in Co-operatives and that 4% of
thmr wages were spent in the co-operalive stores. The revort «f
the Revision Comumission concerned itsell with a criticism o
the trade in grain and of the clumsiness of the staifing apparai-.

The distussion was extremely animated and showed th
the co-operative movement in Soviet Russia is, unlike any oih2:
in the world, an active movement, in which there is nothing
of the bureaucratic rigidity and dictatorship of authorities. A»
usnal, much criticism was exavcised, and the managemeni M
particular was attacked for not having done enough to bring
the Co-operatives on to an cqual foot: it with Swre indust.
The delegatzs made practical suguestions. for instance Ticho-
mizov, the repres.miative of the Tlariar Republic proposed
fioeht for the abolition of State renail trading. 1t was futhe”
demandad that spezial efiorts be made to increase the capital of
tha Co-operatives and to train a numesrous siafi of active fun<
tonaries, especially ¢f peasant women. by special courses.

In Itis c;mlumn'r waords, Comrade Chintchuk pointed o
the relative success as compared with State industry; thus for
§n~'.'me as a result of thy aciivity of the parity commission.
190 roits miore of textile wares had been sunplied o W
wes than hoad been originallv planned.

In *‘1e resolution which was nassed unanimously, it is stated
that the Co-oneratives form a matn {acior in the construction ¢
socialist econonry The future tasks of the co-operative movenii
and the spectal tasks of the Centrosoyus were then set forth o
dewil

The elections at the final sitiing resulted in a Co-opemlnk‘
Council ol the Centroseyus being appointed, consisting
30 members, Comrade Chinichuk being ¢lected as pres’dent. Thv
manaaing  committee of the Ceantrosovus was enlarged so ¥
to consist of 21 membders and 9 candidates: Comrade Ljubimos
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was elected president and Comrades Kissin, Sorokin and Agejev
vice-presidents.

‘The Congress gave the impression of a movement of great
strength and powerful impetus. The proud consciousness of
power of the Co-operative movement of Soviet Russia mads a
strong impression on all those present especially on the foreign
co-operators. They recognised it as a living ‘mass movement
which, of its own strength, is building up the economic founda-
tions of a socialist order of society on the secure ground of
political powe; in the hands of the workers and peasants.

THE WOMENS MOVEMENT

Agenda of the International Conference
for Work among Women.

To all Sections of the Communist International. .

In accordance with the decisions of ithe Org Bureau of the
E.C.C.L. of the 10th April 1920, the International Women's
Secretariat is convening in Moscow on 27th May 1926 an Inter-
natioial Conference for work among women wiith the isliowing
agenda:

. Report on the activity of the Internailonal Women's Se-
cretariat and the next tasks of tha work among womn. (The
report emmracing U.S.S.R., West and East, including the most
Important results of the woik in tha sections).

2. The organs of the Party for woik awong the women.
On this question the following sub-reports will be given:

a) activity of a Moscow disirict wom:n's departulent among
ihe women,

b) activity of a Russian factory nucleus among the working
women,

3. Work in the mass organisations (c>-operatives, trade
unions etc.).

4. Special organisational forms of work among the women.

a) Mectings of women delegates.

v) Fxtra-Party woinen's orgznisations.

5. Work among the persant women.

6. Press and political training.

All further details on the preparation of the Couference and
the question of delegates will b2 communicated to the sections
by circulars,

International Women’s Secretariat.
(Signed): Clara Zetkin,

THE YOUTH MOVEMENT

To the Young Workers of all Countries!

Comrades and brothers!

It will soon be nine years since ‘*he working class in our
country took the power in its hands and, with e suppoit of
the broad masses of the peasantry, began to build up a socialist
society, In spiiz of the great difficulties and the wiprecedonizd
obstacles whizh siood in the way of the first workess’ republic
of the wo,ld .thie worlr class of the Union of the Soctalist
Scviet Republics has achiesed great and impoitant resulis. As
a rising class which is bunlding up a new socieiy, the working
Ciass of the U.S. 8, R. counsuders the education and trainiug of the
young generation to be onz ol its most important eud chicl
tasks. In the whole world there is o singie State wiere so much
careful attention is devoted to the youth and the children; theie
15 1o single countrv in the whole world wiiere such an atuo-
sphere ol public care and concern surrounds the guestion of
the education of adolescents and children, a> m the Union ol the
Socialist Soviet Repuliils,

The truth airout the only country in which the dictatorship
of the proletariat hus Foeunmie 2 reality, is misrepnresznted moevery

miesible wir by tie bronpoisie and the Loders oi thie Sodial
emocratic parties aitd Youth Leagucs. The organ of the
Young “Socialist” International muiniains that Soviet Russia
s not a proletarian State. Immuwdent and nonstrous stories are
told about the pasiticn of the voung workers in our coune.
e bourgeoisie and their jacters can hie all the more easily
because not all the vouns proiziarians in the world have a
clear conception of the results of the great Ostober revolution,

of our success in the domain of socialist reconstruction, of the
conditions of living and of work of our young workers (a 4—
6 hours day, 4 wecks holiday, holiday homes etc.), of the
system of the socialist ¢ducation of youth in the Soviet Union 2fc.

Buth the truth about the Soviet Union is beginning 1o
penetrate through all the barriers of lies and calumny, which
have bean sct up by the bourgeoisie and Social Democracy. Last
vear, delegations of adult workers from England, Germaay,
Sweden, and other countries had the opportunity of s2eing with
their own eyes zll th2 light and dark sides of our constiuciive
work. Cur aorking class showed these delegations everything
they wanted to sce: factoriss, schools, hospitals, organisations,
prisons ztc. In August of last year, the Moscow, Leningrad and
Central Committees o our League invited delegations of yourn;
workers from the capitalist countries, to visit our country.
Dreiecations of young workers from Germany, Austria, France,
Belgium and Czechoslovakia have already visited us. We 113
not concal from them either our achievements nor our deficien-
cies which are still great. The young workers of the Soviz
Union listened zitentively to their opinion of our work.

The voung workers of the Soviet Union consider it of
extreme imprtance that young fellow-workers from the capitalist
countries shou!d be sent to our country. These delegations
transmit to the young workers of the world the truth about
the Soviet Union as it is, not coloured and not distoried, as by
tha deliberately malicious enemies of the proletariat.

In accordance with the-resolution of the 7th Congress of the
Leninist Young Cominunist League of the Soviet Union, we
invite you in the name of 1,700,000 young proletarians and
peasants organised im its ranks, invite you once more, comradess
and brothers, to send delegations of young workers to our
country.

Choose them in the factories and workshops, at the con-
fcrences of young workers, in the labour organisations. Whataver
their political creed may be, if they really represent the masses
of young workers, if they really wish to make a close study
of our life and our struggle, we shall heartily welcome thear.
The voung workers of the Soviet Union w:ill receive them
chierished guests, as icllow-workers and ciass-brothers.

A few monihs ago, the Young Socialist laternational, which
tries in every way 1o prevent delegations of young workeis
being sent to thz U.S.8 R, made the suggestion that it would
sernd a delegation © our country, wiich was not however to
consist of young workers, but of the leaders and employess
of ihe Y. S. I, a delegation which was not to be chosen by the
workers in th: factories and at the conlerences but by ihe
S.Y. L aself, and was to b2 sciected fromv the point ol view
of party.

Comrades! Every thinking worker will immeadiately reatise
the mieaning of this proposal. A delegation such as the Y. 8. L
prososes would e a pryudiced delcgation which would niol
come with the object of learning the truth about the proletarizg
country and of passing on this truth to hundreds of thousands of
voung worbors. A delegation of this kind would bz nothing
evare e Tse thon a conrt held by one party to judee the other.
The Young Coamunist Liternatioual expressed this  periectly
correctiy in its answer to the Y. S, L, and we entirely identiiv
ourseives with this answer, Fverv intelligent worker unders:ands
very well that a non-party, ohjective estimation of the s:tuation in
the Soviet Unton could only bz given correctly bv a delecaiion
which was not brousht tozether according to party princintes,
but was chosen by the bro:d masses of young woirkers without
distinction of partv. Weoe therefore attach no value to such a
consciousiy prejudicad delegation, one which is deliberately not
objective. We therefore forego the privilece of havinz the
Socrad Dentocratic party pass judgew:nl on us. we invite tie
young workers of the whole world to chose their own deloga-
tions which may consist of rcprescntatives of the most varied
political creeds.

We on our part are equally prepared to send delegations of
vouna workers from the factories aid works hops of our conntry,
so that we mav hecome acuainted with the life, the work ol
the atruoale of the voung proletarizns in the boureeals Sixes

-y live the close alliance between the voung workers in
the Soviet Unjon and those in the capitalist States! )
oy bohall of the Tth Cenaress cf the Leninist Yoy Coat
nunist Leaou= of the Soviet Union,
Central Committee of the L. Y, C. L. of the S§. L.
Moscow, April 12th 1020.
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MAY DAY

To All Metal Workers of the World.
2zr Brothers,

We 14,500 meial, workers of “Red Sormovo” works. in the
U. S 8 R. sznd our warm greetings 10 the revolutionary metal
workess of the whole world for May 1st, the proletarian holiday
i solidarity.

Oa this day, wz workers of <he first and only Proletariau
Republic in the world, which lias existed O years withour the
bourgeoisie as ruling class, comte out into the streeis 10 review
he torees of the pioletarizn fvont and sirugyle aud togetier
with vou wz hurl at the fice of the cliss edemy our hatrdd
zind rexdiness for a further intense struggle.

But as distinct from you who live under the yoke ol bour-
veois rule, wa, on May 1s besides a common demonsiration
of forces with vou before the International bourgeisie, on this
Jauv we will thoroughly review the results of the work of con-
struction of our Socialist economy.

Once more we hope, by means of the facts of our successes
i the sphere ol construciion of Socialism in our country, lo
denvinstrate to the whole world that the working class can success-
tully direct the country and build up Socialism without the aid
ol the bourgeoisie.

Birt despite our success in the lield of construction of So-
cialism in our couitry, despite the fact that we have reinlorced
vur conquests and are moving ahead, we have stll greai diili-
caitics bolore us. We draw your attentioni to the fact that the
Inteinational Imurgeoisie has not abandoncd the thought of a
sirugale against the only republic of workers and peasamis. Of
late the bourgeoisie of the whole world has actively sought for
mzasu-cs which could weaken our country. We also caniot fail
to eoserve that the last year has been a year of the sharpest
bourgeois offensive on the working class in all parts ol the
copiiabist world, We know that reaction is endeavouring to take
away vour conquesis and to make an attack on the existing revo-
lutionary trade union and political organisations which really
detend the interesis of the working class.

Tha bouvrgooisie, under the cover of talk aboui peace and
Gisarmament, is increasing armaments to gigantic dimensions.
Is it for the saie ol “peace” that the most vile robbers' war is
reing waged in Morocco and Syria and that the national move-
ment in China is being suppressed. The world is threatened with
1 new couflagration of war.

We have beoen wimnesses of the so-called “peaceiul aspira-
tions” of the tourgeoisie, the endeavours to conchrle an alliance
tooween the victors and the conquered in the imperialist war.
This dip'omatic comedy at Locarno, which has already met with
faiture. better than anything else reveals the true meaning of the
“peaceful” desires of the capitalists. We are also hound to share
w.th vou your indigiation at everything that is taking piace with
the consent and participat’on in onz way or anoiher of the
Sccond and Amsterdam Internationals.

You proletarian matal workers, tha most active section ot
the working class, fully realise that all these factors create
the threat of peril 1o the conquests of the working class received
aftor many vears of strupgle. tlere there cannct be anv two
orpions as to hew to act. and we, workers of “Red Sormovo”,
who have actively struggled in the ranks of the Russian labour
movenicnt, participators  in o three Russian revoluiions, under
the Teadership of the immartal Lenin, c¢all uron you to oppose
Ui cantalist offensive by the united front of the toiling masses.

Yo must be ploneers in the creat’on of this wnited front.
I'he wnited front of the bourgeoisie must be smashed and the
brazen o enemy must he comnelled to retreat. The bourerois
cnensive aortmst car Unfon of Socialist Repablics should serve
i ra'ly still more new workers of capitalist countries with our

workers oi the U. S. S. R. Together with you we must firmly
oppose the violence of the bourgeoisie against the Eastern
peoples. by fraternal solidarity and support in their struggle
against the imperialists.

On May 1st, we call upon you, brothers by class and trade
to demonstrate your firm desire for the formation of a united
really rcvolutionary class trade union international, embracing
the trade unions of all countries and all races.

This will ensure success in the struggle and we hope that
you will find the force and energy to unite into a single prole-
tarian iront even over the heads of the reformist leaders.

Long live the united front of the toilers!

Long live the First of May international holiday of proletarian
solidarity!

Long live the world union of Soviet Socialist Republics!

To the Working Youth of ail Countries!

The Young Commmnist International calls upon the working
vouth in town and country to demonstrale on the 1st of May,
the day ol international class struggle and of international so-
lidarity, together with the adult working class. for the demands
of the working class and of the working youth. The slogans
of the working youth are:

Regaining of the eight hour day and beyond this the six
hour day for young workers!

Fight against reduction of wages and ior increase of wages
of all young workers and apprentices!

Four weeks holiday with pay for all young workers!

 For the crganising of the entire working youth in the trade
unions!

For sending delegations of the young workers to the Soviet
Union!

. Against the danger of imperiaiist war, reaction, fascism and
white terror!

Support for the suppressed youth of the Fast and of the
colonies!

For the united front of the working youth!

Into the Young Communist League!

Long live the Young Communist International!

The Executive Commmittee of the
Young Communist International.

Letter from Russian Women Workers.
Dear Comrades,

We working women of the Khamovnichesky Silk Weaving
Factory dcdicated to “Rosa Luxemburg” on the day of the
proletarian holiday, May Ist. send our warm proletarian greet-
ings to the women of the West. On the day of May Ist., our
thoughts are directed towards You. We follow with hope your
strnggle and victory, note with joy in our hearts the approach
oi the world Socialist Revolution. We women of the U.S.S. R.
the only country of Soviets in the world have achieved our
emancipatin, our labour is protected by the law, most favourable
conditions have been created for our children, creches, kinder-
gardens, schools, d:spensaries — where our children are trained
in the spirit of our dear leader V. L. Lenin.

Women of the West get closer to the Communist Party.
Nearer to the Red Trade Unions.

Long live the World Socialist Revolution which liberates
the women of the whole world from slavery.

Long live the first of May, festival of labour and victory.

Women workers of the “Red Rosa” factory Khamovichesk)
District. (Moscow).
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