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Unite for the

Fight against the League
of Nations! |

To the Workers of Europe and the Whole World!

Moscow Tth April 1926.

The Executive Committee of the Communist International
has issued to the workers of Europe and of the whole world
the following appeal entitled: “Unite for the Fight against the
League of Nations!”

“The pacifist legend, that the League of Nations can -and
will secure world peace n a capitalist basis, is destroyed.”

On the 17th March utﬁ: policy of the League of Nations
$wstained the greatest defeat it has met with up 1o now.
According o the Locarno treaties Germany was to be admitted
imo the League of Nations. After days of futile negotiations

! a conference broke up, the representatives of the bour-
geois governments returned home without having accomplished
their alleged aim, the acceptance of Germany into the League
Was postponed umti] Sepiember. The bourgeois press of the
whole world speaks with “grave anxiety” regarding the defeat
of the policy of the League of Nations. New and severe poli-
ticall tremors are approaching. In order to eflace the fact of
their defeat, to divert the awakening unity of the workers from
the imperialist machinations of the League of Nations and to

h the workers, the diplomats of Geneva and their asi
sistants in all countries are endeavouring to conoeal the rea
causes of the bankruptcy. The bourgeois press is seeking }0
create the impression that it was only the veto of Brazil, only

the dispute as to the granting ol a temporary seat in the
Council of the League to Poland that is responsible for the
fact that the immediate acceptance of Germany into the League
was refused. These assertions are deliberate ties. The respon-
sibility for the break up of the meeting of the League of
Nations in Geneva and the conjuring up of fresh conflicts and
dangers rests in the first place with the imperialist govern-
ments of America, England, France and ltaly. .

The American imperialists, by exerting influence upon
Brazil in the Genmeva negotiations, have intervened in order to
intensify the antagomisms between the European States, to hin-
der the resistance of the Furopean nations agaiust their ex-
ploitation by America, amé inl t;;der to hglht out their own com-

titive struggle against English imperialism.

pe tlThe Fregugch imperialists have prevented the acceptance ?J
Germany into the League, as they were allied by a secret ltrcl‘iaaii
with the Polish government. The representatives ol th% 'aa»—
government, the agents of the mass murderer Mus}sg rltl'lxl"e g‘!
plauded when the Geneva meeting was rendered ad ,(‘hmi-
the opposition of Brazil. The English nm)enahstsédux}:reqrme' o
berlain's leadership, have with one hand suppOrt for f}ermanw
Poland and with the other hand signed PT_OIT}'595l Dles of
They have done everything possible to incite ngug)??ess and
Europe against each other in order to be able to ¢
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plunder the people and the colonies without hindrance. The
governments of the imperialist Great Powers are alone respon-
sible for the QOeneva conflict. .

Workers of all countries! The Communists have declared
right from the first moment that the Treaty of Locarmo is a
treaty of the imperialists against the masses of the people, a
treaty of the capitalist Great Powers for the kindling of mew
wars, for suppressing the small, the vanquished and disarmed
nations, for preparing fresh military attacks on the Soviet Union.

The events at Geneva have shown more clearly than ever
that the spirit of Locarno is a spirii of bombs and bayonets.
The pacifist countenance of Locarno is only a mask behind
which there is still carried on the criminal game of the impe-
rialists with the lives of the workers. The bankruptcy of Geneva
has exposed this game. )

The Il. International has participated openly and directly
in the activity of the League of Nations. The leaders of the
Il. International support the policy of their governments against
the workers. ’

Regardless of the interests of the working masses, careless
of the demands of the revolutionary proletariat, the social
democratic leaders have not only rejected every proposal for
a common fight against the League of Nations, but have co-
operated directly and actively in the Council of the League and
in similar organs of imperialism. At the March Session in
Geneva the social demiocrats present participated in the impe-
rialist play of intrigues precisely in the same way as the rest
ol the government representatives. The French social democrat
Paul Boncourt, the Swedish social democrat Unden and the
Belgian social democrat Vandervelde not only showed their
readiness to serve the interests of their respective governments,
but in cases of conflicts between these govermment interests
they voted against each other. Social democrats against social
democrats, labour leaders against labour leaders, every one of
them on the side of his imperialist government; that was the
outrageous and shameful role of the II. International at Geneva.

Workers of all countries!

What is to happen now? The miracle of peace has not
taken place yet. That is what a French newspaper wrote a
few days ago. But the miracle of a new war is drawing near
with menacing power. In all the capitalist countries the gigantic
burden of the military budgets rests upon the shoulders of the
workers.

Fresh armaments, new collisions; the sword of a new 1914
hangs over the heads of the masses of the people.

The expectations of Luther and Stresemann regarding Ger-
many’s entry info the League of the Victors are shattered at
one blow. Whilst in Germany the League of Nations and its
defenders are discredited, whilst after Geneva the Nationalists
and the Fascists are raising their heads anew, the united front
of the German proletariat will and must be set up against the
'.eague of Nations and its agents. But it is not only Germany
but the whole of Furope that is sufiering from the consequences
of Geneva. American hnance capital which has caused the brezak
up of the maeting of the League of Nations is preparing fresh
means of pressure in order io mete oul to all European States,
to all Europe the fate of vanquished and plundered Germany.
After Geneva the Coolidges and Houghtons declared with cyni-
cal insolence that the European states can only be brought to
ceason by financial pressure. The financial pressure of America
means for the workers of Europe the whip of starvation, The
fate of Germany, the conversion of the great industrial State
wtoan wmpotent colony suffering misery, threatens Poland,
France, ltaly. the Danube countries, the entire European conti-
neat. The working class will not allow themselves to be decei-
ed by the hypocritical conferences of the lLeague of Nations.
vhe working class know what threatens them. In the ranks
f the Furopean proletariat there is growing the bitter dis-
ppointment over the League of Nations, the mood of hostility
o the Leagne of Nations and the imperialists is increasing,
nd there is growing up the will to struggle and resistance
sainst the war policy of the bourgeois governments, The
“hiev of the League of Nations has entered on a war stage.
1: poliey of alliances of the imperialist governments has

«whed a dead point. The warnings of the Communist Inter-
tonal are being confirmed by facts. Already in the early part
+ the year 1919 Lenin foresaw the course of events; already

e ——

at the moment it was established he described the League of
Nations as a League of robbers and stramglers of the people.

- Workers of all countries! Take up the defence, unite, pre-
pare for the fight against this League of Robbers and stranglers
of the people! There is only one way of escape from unemplo: -
ment, starvation and economic enslavement: the resistance o!
the peoples against the capitalist governments, .

There is only one means of escape from militarism, from
the burdens of armaments, the danger of war, from the plun-
dering, subjugation and dismemberment of Europe by American
finance capital: struggie for the United States of Socialist Europe,
which will arise in the victorious revolution of the European
proletariat, which will be welded together on the basis of com-
plete voluntariness, of the unconditional recognition of the right
of self-determination of the peoples, which will stand in aliance
with the Union of Socialist Soviet Republics and with ali the
suppressed peoples of the world. There is only one way of
escape from the dangerous game of the imperialists, from the
bloody play with the existence of the people: Break with the

‘League of Nationms, fight against the League of Nations, down

with the League of Nations!

There is only one way of escapedrom the international dis-
unity of the working class, from their degradation to the play-
thing of the imperialist contticts, to cannon fodder for future war:

Proletarian united front against the League of Nations,
ﬁfhting alliance of all workers’ organisations, of all workers
of the whole world against the war League of the imperialist
governments!

The Communist International calls upon you to follow this.
the only way to emancipation, and to fight for the realisation
of these common interests of the international working class!

The Executive Committee of the Communist International.”

POLITICS

Chicherin on the Disarmament Hypocrisy
of the League of Nations!

Moscow, 6th of April 192.

In an interview with some Moscow journalists Chicherin
stated:

“The Soviet government has repeatedly and omphau-
cally declared that in no circumsiances can it participate in 4
Conference held on Swiss soil. The Soviet govermmeni which
already at Genoa came forward as the champion of generai dis-
armament, has repeatedly declared its readiness to take part i
any discussion for the purpose of restricting armamenis. 1o
matter by whom it may be convened. Nevertheless, in view
of the obstinate refusal of the Swiss government to meet 1t
minimum legal demands of the Soviet government in connec-
tion with the murder of Comrade Vorovsky, it is absoluie:
impossible to send Soviet representatives to Switzerland.

The decision of the League of Nations’ Council to convene
a meeting of the Commission in Geneva proves that the leadng
Powers in the League of Nations, who are fully aware of the
Soviet standpoint, do not desire the Soviet Union o participat®
either in the preparatory commission or im the Disarmamen
Conference to be held later. This fact alone shows that thes?
Powers have not the slightest intention to carry out actual
disarmament. The session of the Geneva Commission will
an empty comedv and a fresh proof of the impotency of i
League of Nations to contribute anything towards establishin
peace.

Last year Great Britain attempted to make use of i
League of Nations as an element in its complicated game ¢
isolating the Soviet Union by bringing together all the leading
governments against the Soviet Republics. This intent!
was openly admitted in a number of official declarations. Tln(
Locarno combination was intended to isolate the Soviet Unio?
and to serve as a means for conducting a common fight n“;
only against the Soviet Union, but also against the colon:d
peoples who are fighting for their emancipation.

The League of Nations was given the role of an auxilia"
organisation for carrying out the Locarmo combination: :
similar role to that which was given to the “Holy Alliant
a century ago. In his speech in the House of Comumons befo™
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the Geneva Conference Chamberiain compared the present policy
of the English government with tha{ of England at the time
of Lord Castlereagh, that is to say with the policy of the
“Holy Alliance”.

Whilst the masses of the people who are suffering from
the economic crisis and the imternational antagonisms hoped
fo obtain from the League of Nations and Locarno an ameio-
ration of their miserable conditions, for the English govern-
ment Locarno meant a new “Holy Alliance”.

The discrediting of the League of Nations in Geneva proved
that the antagonisms between the Powgrs are stronger tl:;n the

Jt may be assumed that England’s tendency towar -
proaclu_ug the Dominions will %ncrease at tl:z cost g? ?
weakening of her Pparticipation in the affairs of the Contiment.
I renember a conversation I had with Lloyd George after the
lailure of the Conference of Geneva in which he declared: If
;}I::nattemmS to lead the Continent out of chaos should fail,
f Englanq will have to give up participation in the affairs
of the C?nl:nent and seek approachment to the Dominions.

; Thg mmediate cause of the collapse of Geneva is to be
hc;und in the inner comtradictions of Chamberiain’s policy. In
is endea-vq_;;s to cause Poland to adopt a Western orientation
and to participate in the anti-Soviet united front, Chamberlain

er as a counter-weight against Germany. The fin i

: ) . i any. al aim of

?hta"slgeylam’s Policy, the setting up of a united front against
Soviet Umon,‘ was based upon insurmountable inner con-

an immediate approchememt between German and France, to
&f:‘l;h Briand showed himself to be incline()ll before Geneva.
on 28rtti]gard to the declaration of Briand in the French Chamber
ports of February (in which, when emphasising the im-
ot nce of Locarno Jdor the security of France, he pointed out
“"emptr.omment_ politicians were staying in Berlin who werz
(ussig ing to induce the German government to refuse a dis-
Briandn lwnh France on the Security Pact) in order to reassure
the Sovi must call, attention to my repeated declarations that
immed’\l;et government views with the greatest sympathy an
s late Franco-German Aapprochement as as a means for se-
resuhg}’eace on the Continent on the basis which would not
bro I;l the'dommat‘lon of outside Powers. In view of the
eapgsa Si which were made after the Geneva meeling of the
Jnag'e‘o Nations, regarding the abolition of the compulsary

.(r:li:ml‘ty of the decisions of the League of Nations' Council,
declis‘e”n declared that the introduction of the principle that
¢ .lgns should be deterntined by majority vote would render
¢ inlluence of Germany in the League of Nations quite illusory,

‘“Jg on the other hand would deprive Germany of every
ﬁm:'ln}:ge that unacceptable decisions would not be forced
r.

wor The collapse in Geneva of the whole policy of the German
;"dvem‘ment 0 recent times can serve for Germany as a clear
orilmK‘m wither the predominance of the so-cailed Western
o ef“.h“"“ s tending with regard to the further development
+ Iriendly relations with the Soviet Union.

tele th governments from whom Germany hoped to be gran-
" admission into the League of Nations’ Council were power-
?SS 1o carry out this formality, what can Germany expect when
'l comes to more serious matters ?

. With regard 10 the policy of the United States, America is
.nteresteq .On the one hand in the pacification of Europe as the
re-condition of Europe’s capacity to meet her liabilities, but
;)n the other hand the United States fear the closer coming
f(’g‘?'ht'r of the European States as being a hindrance to the
urter Strengitening .of the political and economic influence
ot America in Europe. Whatever formula the American states-
nen may set up for their Furopean policy, the final efiect con-
liwes to be the subjugation of Europe {o the rule of Ameri-
an capital,”

HANDS OFF CHINA

The Significance of the Coup d’éta
in Peking. '

Alliance of the Chinese White Guardists Striven for by the
Imperialists Broken up.

By Tang Shin'She.

The latest events in China, before all the coup d’état in
Peking mean a great stride foward in the development of the
national revolution in North China. li we analyse the events
which have taken place there, we get the following picture: '

1. The alliance of the white-guardists Chang Tso Lin and
Wu-Pei-Fu, which was striven for by the international and
particularly by the English imperialists, is completely shattered.
Chang Tso Lin has been isolated; Wu-Pei-Fu has allied himself
with the people’s armies. Of the Anfuists, who mediated the
white guardists’ alliance, the imperialist lackey Fuan She Sui

~ has had to take to flight, while many of his accomplices have

been captured and killed. :

2. The front of the international imperialists has likewise
been cut in twain. The strong Japanese and British' influence
in China was for a long time a sourse of annoyance to the
Americans. On March 17, when the imperialists submitted an
ultimatum to the Chinese government demanding the evacuation
of the Taku forts, the American traders and missionaries dis-
associated themselves from this by declaring that they did not
agree with the ultimatum. The Americans were so overjoyed
at the overtiirow of Tuan She Sui, the execution of many An-
fuists and the alliance of Wu-Pei-Fu with the people’s armies
that they could not spread this news quickly enough thsough
the world, just as was the case in April 1920, when the greut
students’ uprisings broke out against Tuan She Sui. -

3. The mass movement is strong endugh in order to repel
counter-revolutionary attacks and to compel weak and vacilla-
ting elements to proceed forwards. After Wu-Pei-Fu had openly
entered into an aliiance with Chang-Tso-Lin a great mass
movement set in against him. Now, after his viziory, he wishes
to restore law and order in the newly captured provinces, ~hich
however he would scarcely able to do owing to the indi20 .. fron
against him, so he astufely breaks away from Chang-Tso-Lin
and allies himself with the Kuomin armies. The first Kuomin
army which was very vacillating, was threatened with the loss
of the sympathy of the masses, after it had done nothing against
the firing by Tuan She Sui upon the students on March 18th.
was already being accused of co-operating with Tuan She Sui.
For this reason it was compelled to drive him out and openly
to declare him to be a person bribed by the fmperialists who.
against the will of the people, had signed the Gold-Franc Agree-
ment and shot down the demonstrating students on March, (3.

- The new grouping: Wu-Pei-Fu’s going over io the people’s
armies and the more definite attitude of the first people's army,
the final breaking away from Tuan She Sui, show that the
imperiatists, in spite of the great sums of money they have
squandered in buying accommodating tools, have not succeeded
in suppressing the revolutionary people. ' )

The people’s armies are quite aware that Wu-Pei-Fu, the
lackey of the English and American imperialists. will not
will not co-operate with them for long. But m the moment
of their temporarily difficult situation they preferred to con-
clude an alliance with him, the fairly weak opponent. whom thev
can, if necessary, get rid of more easily. than with the strong
Japanese lackey, Chang-Tso-Lin who is not ouly apenly sup-
ported with money and arms but even with troops .of the im-

- perialists, and who likewise asked them to commence peace

riegotiations at the beginning of March. ” .

Wu-Pei-Fu is not only militarily weak; in his whole terri-
tory the revolutionary movement is very strong. After his
alliance with Chang Tso Lin, even in Hankow (Province of
Hupe) where his headquarters are situated. ("onhm!al demonstra-
tions were held against him demanding his immediate expulsion,
The provinces adjoining Hupe: Hunan, Szechuan and K}:ar;gs:jl
sympathise with the Canfon government and in Marci) 'Fnu
prepared to undertake a punitive expedition against Wu-Pei- u
In the province of Honan, where there are the picked troops
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the workers’ and peasants’ movement of Northern China, Wu-
Pei-Fu, when he marched against the 2nd people’s army called
upon the military peasant organisation, “Red Lancers”, to fight
for him against the 2nd Kuomin army, in which case he
would exempt the whole peasantry of Honan from taxation for
a year. Oi course, Wu-Pei-Fu, now, after he has actually cap-
tured Honan with the aid of the military peasant organisations,
does not intend and is not 'in a position to keep his promises;
for the administrative and military expenses are borne for the
greater part by the peasantry. According to the latest reports
the “Red Lancers” are already fighting against him. In addition,
Honan is the head-quarters of the Central Trade Union of the
railway workers of the whole of China. Ever since the Fe-
bruary Strike of 1923, when he had a great number of railway
workers executed, they have been irreconcilably hostile to Wu-
Pei-Fu. Thus neither neither in Central nor in Northern China
has Wu-Pei-Fu any favourable prospects.

The character of the peoples’ armies is, of course, not the
came as that of the revolutionary Canton troops. But they have
no connection with the imperialists and have frequently declared
that they are fighting against the imperialists. They do not
definitely sup?ort the mass movement, nevertheless the workers’
and peasants’ organisations can freely develop in their terri-
tories. They are in constant fouch with the Canton govern-
ment and some left leaders have long been demanding the re-
moval of Tuan She Sui and the setting up of a central people’s
government in Peking. The imperialists. the white guardist mi-
litary rulers and the Chinese counter-revolutionaries have long
regarded the Kuomin armies as red. It was under the slogan:
against the Reds, that they allied against the latter. As a result
of this the people’s armies are being driven by their opponents
still further along the revolutionary road. The united front
against the Reds has been shattered by the coup d’état in Peking.

ECONOMICS

The Stabilisation of the Belgian Franc
According to Anglo-Saxon Taste.
By A. Habaru (Brussels).

-'..::‘;,i-.xm is at present undergoing the experience of the
stabilisation of her currency according to the Anglo-Saxon
niethod.

No sooner had the Catholic Socialist Coalition come into
power than it had a plan of stabilisation, which is to perform
miracles, worked out by its Minister of Finance Janssen, director
of the National Bank, and one of those who was responsible
for the “reconstruction” of Austria. Negotiations were entered
into with English and American bankers, and, when they had
promised a loan of 150 million dollars for 20 years, the Govern-
ment constructed its whole plan of stabilisation on this promise.
Parliament accepted the conditions imposed: that it should renew
the privilege of the National Bank, impose half a milliard of
taxation, a large part of which will fall on the wage-earners,
and consent to the agreement with regard to the repayment
of the Belgian debt to the United States. The National Bank
undertook to bolster up the franc on the Exchange. The rate
of exchange of the pound sterling remained stable at 107 francs.
The franc was stabilised.

This was however an artifical stabilisation.

It soon became known that the Anglo-Saxon bankers refused
the loan -of 150 million dollars for 20 years. There had been
no definite agreement. At the most they were prepared to advance
10 million dollars for 3 years, and that only on condition
that the State railways (practically the whole of the Belgian
railway system has Dbeen nationalised) should be turned into
an industrial comnany so as to guarantee the consolidation of
the floating debt. It was also asserted that they demanded the
surrender of the Colonial Bonds which were owned by the
State. This meant insisting on a pound of flesh. The franc
suffered am irresistible depression. and after having squandered
wiilions, the National Bank had to let things take their course.
I'he collapse occured in the middle of March; the pound sterling
rose from 107 to 121 francs and, in the first days of April even
~vared above 130.

This was a scevere blow for the Government. With much
clamour it accused the Right Press and Fascism which is in-

L‘
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creasing in power, of having, with malice aforethought, injured
the Jrrlgnc t‘));) their Fascist' propaganda. It denounced . the
“brigands” of finance and proclaimed its intention of persecuting
the speculators. Nevertheless it immediately declared that stahili-
sation would continue, and resumed its ‘negotiations with the
bankers. C

In the meantime, two agents of finance, the Belgian engineer
Jadot and the English engineer Mace, who were members of
the Expert Comntittee which investigated the German railways,
worked out a Dawes Plan for the indusirialisation of the
State railways so as to guarantee the oonsolidation of the
floating debt. In their report, the experts suggest measures of
economy, the cutting down of the staff, cancelling of orders
for material and of work which is already starfed and the
raising of ftariffis by 25%. As the experts foresee that this
raising of tariffs will intensify the economic crisis, they recognise
the necessity of industry adapting itself to the situation by
concentrating and rationalising production with the aid of the
banks. The Anglo-Saxon financiers, in getting the railways into
their grip, are opening up to themselves the possibility of
getting a hold on industry, which will be in a cleft stick between
a need for credit and the high costs of transport.

. Will the Catholic Socialist Government accept this tutelage?
The Minister of Finance appears inclined to do so, even though
he asseverates that “there was never any talk of foreign inter-
ference”. It is certainly a delicate question for the Socialists
who, during the last few weeks, have been exposed to a powerful
offensive. The working class and the railwaymen in particular
refuse to hear of a Dawesation of the railways. In spite of
its desire to remain in the Government, the Belgian Labour
Party is already contemplating seizing the opportunity to beat
a retreat, which would be a clever manoeuvre, -

A Socialist deputy. who 1maintains that ‘the Socialist
Ministers will not consent {o the handing over of the railways
to the bankers, recently proposed consolidating the floating debt
by a levy on capital. For the time being, this is a woice crying
in the wilderness. It may however be a trial balloon, and
possibly the Belgian Labour Party is preparing fo go back
into ?pposition and to raise the demagogic slogan of levy on
capital.

THE LABOUR MOVEMENT

The Railway Strike in Portuguese
East Africa.

By James Shields (Johannesburg).

For the past four months or so a stoppage of railway
workers in Lourenco Marques has claimed the attention of the
whole of South Africa. In this Portuguese colony affairs have
been conducted in rather chaotic fashion since the Great War,
and continual changes of administration have only served fo
intensify matters further. High Commissioner has followed High
Commissioner and still the faultv administration has continued
until practically the whole colony has been reduced to a veritable
state of bankruptcy. Within the past couple of years the cost
of living has iucreased by over 100 per cent whilst the National
and Provincial currency has steadily depreciated in value.

The worst effects of what seems to a chronic crisis has
undoubtedly been felt for some time past-in Lourenco Marques
district, for this place has been made the chief centre of Southern
Mosambique. A cerfain amount of development has been carried
out in Northern Mosambique, but most of the resources in the
Southern area of the Province have been sacrificed in order
to develop the Port' of Lourenco Marques, which forms the
natural port for that vast hinterland, the British-owned Transvaal
and Southern Rhodesia. It is precisely in this town that 800
railwaymen have downed tools and come out on strike rather
than submit to further inroads into their standard of life.

Previous to the strike taking place they had enjoyed certain
privileges with regard to matters of pay, sickness, holidays.
pensions and so forth. Their wages averaged 20 libras per
month, although owing to the depreciation in currency this
barely constituted a living minimum wage.

Prior to four years ago British sterling was legal tender
in Lourenco Marques, the parity value of the £1 being 4.500 reis,
(national currency) but which had depreciated to approximately
45,000, and has sirce fallen to 180.000 per £1. The financial
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octopus of Portugal amd the bank of issue for overseas’ pos-
sessions, the Banco Nacionale Ultramarino, introduced the libra
note (local currency) which at the outset was exchangeable with
the pound sterling. This meant that railway workers receiving
on an average 20 libras per month had the equivalent of £20
in British currency. The Banoo Ultramarino, however, followed
up this move by declaring the libra inconvertible outside the
district of Lourenco Marques, and with the continuance of
economic decline ip the affairs of the province, and the over
issue of local currency, the libra has depreciated 85 per cent in
its relations with the pound sterling.

This development nominally shews a reduction by almost
half of the purclasing power of wages, so that the lot of the
workers became exceedingly hard. On the 11th of November
one third of the total railway staff downed tools in opposition
to the loss of all privileges coming on top of this fall in wages.
This was followed by a. gemeral strike on November 10th as a
protest against the cost of living, depreciated currency, etc. With
the exception of Shipping Houses (which carried on business
behind closed doors) and Government Departments, practically
all bysiness was at a standstill for about a fortnight. This was
followed by a lightning strike in sympathy with the striking
railwaymen or, more correctly, as a protest against the methods
adopted by the Government. . .

The new Railway Reform Regulations stated that from the
Ist of December certain privileges hitherto enjoyed by railway
workers would cease, whilst 200 men would be discharged from
the railways. The privileges to be discontinued were the sub-
sistence alowance of 4.8 libras, abolition of the annual leave,
abolition of three days’ sick pay per month abolition of the bonus
paid for five years’ service. In addition to this an extra four
hours was o be tacked on to the usual working week, and all
medicine asd maternity rights were to be abolished.

In face of this deadly attack, strike action was the railway-
men'’s only alternative, and this they made use of. Right from the
commencement of the struggle the strikers were opposed by a
vicious reign of white terror. All sorts of unscrupulous methods
have been employed against them, to the extent of forging copies
of their strike bulletin, urging a return to work, ol imprison-
ment, deportation amd tcrture. Many have been imprisoned,
others have been forced to hide in the bush whiie soldiers scour
ttie country looking for more victims. Raoul Ferreira, a staunch
trade unionist, was murdered in the public streets. An accident
occurred to a scab train run by blacklegs and ever since im-
Prisoned strikers have been taken and placed as hoslages in open
trucks in froot of the enmgine, exposed to the burning rays of
the African sun and the piercing cold of the bush veldt. Im-
prisoned sirikers have also been subjected to the lash in an
endeavour to force them to confess that the rail accident was an
episode of sirike sabotage. A number of strikers have been
deported while most have had their houses compietely destroyed
through the violent acts of the police and soldiery. In spite of this
there is no sign of weakening in the workers’ ranks so far.
On the contrary their heroic and plucky fight has aroused the
admiration of all working class elements. The Lourenco Marques
Typograph workers refused to assist in producing the
“O'Portugal”, a violent anti-strike paper, and the South African
workers sent £300 as donations towards the strike relief fund.

Attempts to procure blacklegs from Portugal have ended in
failure, and the nine deportees from Mosambique were
enthusiastically welcomed in Lisbon by a demonstration of
workers 12,000 sirong. A further batch of deportees still remain
in the Province owing to the sailors refusing to traneport them
to Portugai. The strikers’ wives formed themselves into a com-
mando and in spite of heing fired on by the military carried on
demonstrations and collected funds for sirike relict. )

The whole strike has been a remarkable evidence va.workmg
class solidarity, and all the more so when it is recognised that
the men have had only the flimsiest trade union organisation.
The confident tone of the Government officials at the cutset has
oW given way to an outlook of gloomy anxiety and the fabrica-
tion of Commmtnist plots, Russian gold tales. efc. As yet, however,
they have not unearthed any “Zinoviev letters” though they
are liable to do so at any time now. L .

The kept press has come out with vilifying attacks against
the “S. African Worker”, the organ of the S. African Communist
Party, because of its whole-hearted support and encouragement
of the strikers cause. . .

So great has been' the dislocation of business in Lourenco
Marques that the Railway Administration has agreed to con-
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tinue the granting of all privileges if the men only return to
work with the exception of the 200 due for retrenchmeat. These,
they say. will be repatriated at Govermment expense. The
strikers, however, have replied that all men must be reinstated
or none at all, and so the fight goes on.

The issue of the struggle seems doubtful at the moment,
for while the Government has perceptibly weakened in its at-
titude the gaumt spectre of hunger and want has made its
appearance among the strikers. Nevertheless, no matter what the
outcome is, a fierce and bitter hatred against the exploiting
class has been sown in the ranks of the Prowincial Portuguese
workers, which must increase as time goes on wuntil finally
Mosambique comes under the rule of the working class.

APPEALS

Appeal of the R. L. L. U. to all Working

Men and Women!

Comiraldes all!

The First of May, the international working class holiday,
will soon be with us, and once again the toilers and the
oppressed of all countries ‘will march forth shoulder to shoulder
to show the capitalistsworld the solidarity of the exploited, the
brotherhood ot the dowatroddesm. ing the -past year the
employers have attacked along the whole iront, politically and
economically. The growth of the political reaction has led to
a whittling dJown of all the rights of the toilers, to attempts on
the freedom of the trade unions, and alt the gains won by the
workers during many years of heavy struggle. With united front
the fascist, conservaiive and liberal-democratic governments have
attacked the working class. ANl the dragging burden of persecu-
tions has fallen 1o the share of the revolutionary trade unions
and their leaders, and to the Left Wing of the labour movement.

Despite pacifist phrases, the peoples are groaning under the
burthen of heavy armaments. The talk of disarmament taken part
in by the leaders of the Second and Amsterdam kiternationals
screens the predatory intentions of the Imperialist Powers. The
wars in Morocco and Syria are being continued. In the Near
East the situation is becoming ever tenser; in the Balkans there
are mutterings and rumblings; on the Pacific a fresh world
conflict is being prepared; in China all the hnperialist Powers
have jointly attacked the national miovement for freedom and
are trying to perpetuate the slavery and humiliation of the
Chinese people.

Concurrently with the increasing armaments of the Im-
perialists and the steady and unweakening oppression of the
colonial and semi- colonial peoples and the struggle between the
large and small Powers for markets and raw materials, a
diplomatic comedy {(Locarno) — which the reformists of all
countries hold as ushering in a new era — is being staged.

The obiect of these conmtinuous attacks on the rights and
interests of the toiling masses is to cheapen the costs of produc-
tion at the expense of Labour Power. “Rationalise” and “Ameri-
canise” all undertakings in order to get as much produced in a
given time as possible and to squerze millions of “superfluous
hands” out of industry. Unemploviiiznt has become a permanem
feature: in the most important countries (like Britain and Ger-
many) it has affected a considerable percentage of the working
cluss. Crigantic conflicts threatening to destroy all that the
working class has gained during the past few decades are on
us. The coming couflict in Britain, particularly in the mining
industry, promises to be of a most threatening character, as the
British bourgeoisie are- splendidly organised and are endea-
vouring with the help of the right Labour Party and trade union
leaders to smash and disorganise the leftward moving working
masses and their trade umions. The British bourgeoisie wants
to reduce the British working class to the standard of fiving
obtaining for the workers on the Continent who are worse paid,
with the object of competing on the world markets. The workers
of all countries must devote particular attention to the coming
dispute in Britain and do everything possible to help the miners,
engineers, and other sections of the British proletariat in their
struggle against organised capitalism. o

%’gu»rrhennore. the internatiomal bourgeoisie has ol aban-
doned the idea of fighting against the Only Republic of.l_atn’utr\‘,
the U.S.S.R. \Il the arts and Wiles of the bourgeots diplontt
j been directed during the past year towards this end. .
hélwThe no%;eecgi inter-:gte andpsoci);l contradictions is drawing
tighter and tighter.
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How is the approaching danger to be fought? How are
the results of long years of struggle to be preserved? How are
the working class’ gains to be secured? These are the questions
at present agitating the minds of tens of millions of workers.
And righi from the heart of these nnllions of workers there
has ocome and is looming large before us the amswer to the
auestions of how we are to fight: The United Front of the
capitalists must be opposed by the United Front of the toiling
masses; the capitalists’ unity of action must be opposed by the
systematic unity of action of the workers of every political
tendency; the: strongly centralised unity of the employers must
be opposed by the organisational unity of the trade unions; the
attacks of .the bourgeoisic on the Russian Revolution and the
werking class of tiie U. S. 8. R. must be opposed by bringing
the workers of the West together with the workers of the Soviet
Republics; the imperialists’ intentions in regard to intervention
in the East, the robbery in the colonies and their wholesale ex-
plouation must be opposed by the fraternisation of the workers
of Europe and America with the workers of the colonies and
semi-colonies. »

What answer do the Second and Amsterdam Internationals
make to these demands coming right from the heart of the
working class? What is international reformism proposing to
do to oppose the growing reaction? What programme ol action
do the so-called leaders of the labour movement propose to those
workers at whose head they still stand? In replv to the demand
ior unity and the setting up of a single organisation in each
caentrvand a single All-In Intervational, the leaders of the
Sccond and Amsterdam International reply with a flat refusal.
They do not want unity; they do not want to line up the
workers' forces: they do not want to strengthen the militancy
of the proletariat. In order to fight the Fascist reaction and the
growing danger of war they propose that an appeal be made
o the League of Naiions which, as is known, i1s a mere tool
i the Imperialist Powers. To avert war and intervention in
China they propose bringing pressure to bear on the conscience
and morality ¢i the ruling classes, and endless talk in every
mmaginable kind of Disarmament Commissions. No matter what
serious question of urgency faces the working masses, the Right
Wing of the international labour movement, instead of answering
w0 1t gives the address ol — the League of Nations.

But the working class cannot and does not want to wait ti!l
the right wing lezders of the International Labour Mov:ment
haggle something out of the bourgeoisie governments and their
League of Nations. The bourgeoisie is not against talking
werthont end with the Amsterdamers on high falutin and ab-
stract subjecis  (like international economic conferences, con-
lerences on disarmament, guarantee pacts, international social
leaslution, the eight-hour day. and so forth) as long as they can
cairy on at the same time with their work of oppressing and
easiaving the working masses. The working class must oppose
the bourgeoisie’s active policy with its own class proletarian
pulicy of activity., That is why the recent R L L. U. Cemral
Council Session submitied a concrete Programme of Action and.
drew up such demands as may and must serve as a platform
to line up the workers ol every outlook. The United Front of
tne bourgeoisie must be opposed by the united front of the
proletariat. This United Front must be consolidated on the 1920
First of May Day, on the holiday of the international working
class: on the day when the working class marches lorth against
the bourgeois State and the Capitahist regine. )

The Programme of Action drawn up by the Central Council
must be a programme of our May Day demands. The Fxecutive
Bureau of the R.IL.U. calls on all honest workers, all the
dewn-trodden and disinherited, on this our First of Mav Day 1o
down tools and carry the message of the iollowing Programme
ol Demands on their banners:

i. Fight all direct and indirect lengthening of the working
davs fight for the eight-hour working day as maxtmum, and
<ix-hour dav for workers underground and in injurious oc-
cupations as well as for young workers up to 13.

2. Fight the lowering of the workers’ living standards;
frzht tor increasing real wages. Equal pay for equ_al_ \\'ork!' )

3. Fight for State unemployment reliel at nunimum living
rafes.

4. Fight for full freedom of trade union organisations.

5. Fight against Fascist reaction and Fascist  monopoly
i trade union atiairs, )

u. Fight to transier burden of taxation to possessing classes.

7. bight against bureaucracy, and ifor workers’ democracy
doche trade untons.

8. Fight for freedom of opinion inside the trade unions.

S. Fight against all forms of class gollaboration generally,
and new American forms particularly.

10. Fight to get all workers, including women workers
and young workers, into the trade unions. .

11. Fight for the formation of a single Trade Union body
in each country.

12, Fight ior rapprochement of workers of ali countries to
the working class of the U.S.S.R. .

13. Fight jor rapprochement of workei. af the West to
workers of the East. )

14. Fight against League of Nations and agaimst that in-
strument of class collaboration — the International labour
Office.

5. Struggle against War. :

lo. Fight for militant fraternal alliance .of workers of
every political tendency against capitalists.

17. Fight for creation of a Single Class International in-
cluding trade unions of all countries. all races, amd all continents.

Men and Women Workers the world over! these seventeen
demands drawn up by the R.I1.L.U. Central ouncil on the
basis of international experience can line up the toilers évery-
where without distinction of their political ccnvictions and
views. These elementary and class demands are of advantage
for every worker. Then let our demands be heard and the
wmighty voice of Labour proclaim them forth everywhere, in the
towns and in the villages, wherever men work and toil, 5n
this our holiday of international proletarian solidarity.

Proletarians and Oppressed Peoples of all Lands, Unite!

Executive Bureau of the Red Infernational
ol Labour Unions.

THE WHITE TERROR

“Bloody Wednesday“ in Polish Galicia.
By Hirny.

On the 3ist March last there 100k place bloody events in
Stryj (Polish Galicia). The Polisk police fired upon a peaceful
demonstration of unemployed wood workers, mostly Ukrainians,
killing ten workers, among them being a working woman, and
wounding about twenty others.

Stryj lies not far from the Carpatho-Czecho-Slovakian fron-
tier. The neighbourhood is rich in forests and is a centre of
the Galician lumber industry, with numerous saw-mills which
employ a considerable number of Ukrainian workers.

The disastrous situation of Poland's ecoromic life, which
has resuhied in enormous unemploymenn throughout the country,
also extends to Stryj. The largest saw-mills are standing idle
and some thousands of workers, mostly Ukrainians, wander
about for weeks without emplovment. Of these onlv 750 are
on the register of the unemployed and reccive unemplovment
beneht. The remainder are not registered and receive no honefit,
The. position of the latter is reallv terrible. Thev are acinally
starving. their children are dying of tuberculosis and thev them-
selves are driven by misery and privation to suicide.

The council of the free trade unmions in Strvj which has
done everything possible in order to help the starving unem-
ployed and established an unemployed conunittee, which on
several occasions approached the authorities in order to obtain
support for the unemploved, has been dissolved by the district
anthorities,

The Polish authorities, headed by the coalition governnient,
including the P.P.S. (Polish Social Democracy) is in this way
depriving the unemploved, as well as the entire working class
e Stryj of their organisation. They intend by this mzans to
destroy the forces of the unemployed, as well as of the em-
poyed workers and to render them incapable of struggle.

The dissolved trade union council telegraphed to the social
democratic “Labour Minister”, Schemjenzki, and also to the
Central Trade Union Commission demanding help. They re-
ceived no reply either from the ‘“social democranc™ Minister
for Labour or from the Central Trade Union Commission.

The indignation of the unemployed and also of the em-
ployed workers on account of the unlawful dissolution oi the
trade union council was tremendous. The workers perceived
the object of the Polish cnalitiun anthorines «nd continued the
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work of organising the uneniployed in spite of the fact that the
trade union council was dissolved.

On Wednesday 31, March, immediately before Easter, a
delegation of unemployed went to the District Governor and
demanded payment of the unemployment benefit that had long
been promised. The Governor refused to receive the delega-
tion, and his deputy who received the delegation behaved in a
very rude and insolent manper. At the same time the local
magistrates also refused to receive the delegation and to take
a note of their request. The delegation returned empty handed.
" The desperate unemployed workers and their wives, who
had waited for days for the unemployed dole for Easter, were
roused to the greatest indignation on acoount of this criminal
and contemptuous ignoring of their minimum demands on the
part of the well-fed officials of the ooalition government; they
formed a procession of over 1500 unemployed and marched
to the office of the governor and demanded work or main-
tenance. A  portion ot the unemployod foroed their way imto
the premises of the governor and demanded paymient out of the
unemployed dole. The crowd waited calinly outside. In the mean-
time a body of police (30 men) appeared on the scene. The
crowd greeted the police with hoots, but otherwise remained
quite calm. Suddenly, without any reasor and without any
warning, there was given the command: “fire”. Shots were
fired into the crowd. The blood of the workers who were shot
down splashed the walls of the governor’s house, The sur-
prise and terror of the demonstrators was tremendous. They
dispersed -as" quick as lightening. The Polish police achieved a
victory over unarmed demwonstrators. Four dead and 12 severely
wounded, of whom six died later, are to be recorded to their
aocount.

This horrible murder of peaceful demonstrators who were
demanding “bread and work”, astounded the whole population
of the town of Stryj. Even' bourgeois newspapers expressed
their indignation on account of this bloody deed of the Polish
police. - The victims of “bloody Wednesday” are Ukrainian
workers. Qalicia is ocoupied territory, in which the Polish
“Schlachta? are ruling by means of provocation and bullets.
When provocation does not suffice, bullets are employed.

The rage of the working class is enormous. The Polish

geoisie are attempting to defend the bloody deed of the

. police, and are trying, to make out that the police were actually

attacked. That is a base lie. This is best proved by the fact
that none of the police werq wounded. :

The bloody coalition government wants to cast the blame
for “bloody Wednesday” on to the “Commissar” Lazarevitch,
the bloodhound of the bourgeoisie, who gave the order to fire.
They will not succeed in this. Responsibility for “bloody Wed-
nesday” not only lies with Lazarevitch but in the first place
with the ecoalition government and the P.P.S. (social demo-
cratic) Ministers.” The blood bath in Stryj is not a mere acci-
dent = After Kalisz there came Stryj. This is a system
A cruel: system of the coalition government and of the leaders
of the Polish. Socialist Party (a Party of the I International),
which consists in the physical extermination of the working
class of Poland. The struggle of &he unemployed for main-
tenance is to be stifled by means of bullets. The workers are
fo be subjected.to a persistent terror in order that they shall
Yoose all desire to struggle and abandon their achievements to
the bourgeoisie.

The leaders of the Polish Socialist Party have sunk a step
lower. From betrayers of the working class of Poland, from
oconfederates of the bourgeoisie, they have now become the
murderers of the working class. The blood of the workers of
Stryj clings to them just as .it does to the bourgeoisie. Retri-
bution for the blood of the working class will be demanded
trom both of them. The. time is approaching.

The Fury of the Pan-Serbian Dictatorship

in Montenegro.
By M. Mermet (Belgrade).

sl The question of Montenegro which was annexed to Yugo-
pa"'geas.dvmult of the world war, stil remains unsolved. The
wail'T' rbian Hegemonists of Belgrade may do whatever they
a dual‘"f:fder to create the belief that it is finally solved. The
refut cts, which are stronger than their desires, completely

¢ their assertions. Montenegro which is under the yoke

of oppression. is persistently striving lor its freedom and in-
dependence. The general unrest prevailing in the country, the
frequent insurrections, the uncertainty, the armed struggles, the
results of the elections are eloquent proofs of this. :

The name of Dr. Vukaschin Markovitch who recently fled
to Vienna in order to escape death, is closely bound up with
this emancipation movement. One can even say that he is its
soul and inspirer. He is at presemt held in prison in Vienna,
and the govermment of Belgrade is persistenfly demanding his
extradition and accuses him of the most phantastic crimes.

The shameful calumnies of the rulers of Belgrade are en-
tirely without eflect. The whole life of Markovitch, who is today
over 33 years of age, has been right from his earliest youth
the life of an unrelenting, devoted and bold revolutionary. For
many years he was compelled to live in exile, After his return
from Russia to Belgrade in the year 1921 he was thrown in:o
prison. After his-release he was exposed to fresh persecutions
tn Montenegro on account of his agitation among the peasants.
by whom he was always greatly loved. He was obliged to fice
to the mountains; he was declared an outlaw and a reward of
100,000 Dinar was ofiered for his capture dead or alive. Whole
battalions of soldiers were employved to hunt him down, but
thanks to the support of the peasants who idolised him. they
could never get on his track.

Finally, the authorities, by means of terrorising the peasants
in the neighbourhood, who were forced to demand from Mar-
kovitch that he give himself up to the authorities (who had
given their word of honour to let hiin go free again), succeeded
in achieving Markovitch’s arrest. The word of honour was of
course broken; Markovitch was kept in the prison of Cetinje,
from whence he succeeded again in making his escape.

Among the many lies which the clique of Belgrade are
spreading against Markovitch is the -accusation that he mur-
dered the engineer Mjushkovitch. It has now been proved at
the trial in Cetinje which lasted several months, that the mur-
der of Mjushkovitch was an act of the agent of Jovan Plamenatz
who is a former agent of Italian imperialism, a betrayer of the
cause of the people of Montenegro and a lackey of Belgrade.
The court even demanded that Plamenatz should appear before
it. The governmem. however, instead of handing him over to
justice, appointed the vile murderer Plamenatz as its represen-
tative in Prague! .

Persecutions are not confined to Dr. Markovitch, they are
extended to his whole family. His old father was mishandled.
his niece and his nephew were thrown into prison.

The international proletariat must raise its emphatic proiest
against the shameful demand of the Belgrade government for
the extradition of Markovitch, as well as against the arbitrary
reign of terror of the Pan-Serbian dictators in Montenegro.

EO C. C. .I. v
Constitution of the E.C.C. 1. -

On the 17th of March, alter the conclusion of the work
of the Enlarged Executive, there was held a session of the
E.C.C.I. at which there took place the election to the Presi-
dium, to the Org Bureau and to the Secretariat of the E.C.C. 1.

As substitutes of the Chairman of the E.C.C. 1, Comrade
Zinoviev (who was elected at the V. Congress of the Com-
t"ter")& there were elected: Comrades Bucharin, Thaelmann and
Semard.

The following ¢omrades were elected to the Presidium of
the E.C.C. L: linoyiev, Bucharin, Stalin (Soviet Union).
Manuilsky (Ukrane), Xhilmann, Remmele (Germany), Semard.
Treint (France), Ercoli\(ltaly), Smeral (Czechoslovakia), Fer-
guson (Great Britain), N uusinen (Finland and Baltic States),
Katayama (Japm), Su-Faq ﬂChina), Roy (Orien). Kilboom
(Sweden), Kolarov (‘Balka.} “¢ deration).” Ruthenberg (United
States of Amerira), Clara Zetkiik, Tozovsky (Red Internation
of Labour Unions), and Lominadse (Young Comuiunist Inier-
national). The following conirades were elected as substitutes
in the Presidium of the EC.C. L: Dimitrov {Bulgaria), Bosch-
kovitch (Yugoslavia), Bogucki (Poia,nd), Bedacht (United Stares
of America), and Vuyovitch (Young: Communist Internaticnal).

The following comrades were elécied to the Org Bureau
of the E.C.C.I: Kuusinen. Humbi(.Droz, Roy, Smeral,
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Geschke, Piatnitzki, Manuilsky, Treint, Ercoli, Dimitrov, Fer-
guson and Petrov. In addition the heads of departmenis of the
E.C.C.L and the representatives of the co-operative department
of the E.C.C. 1, of the Young Communist International and
of the Jnternational Women’s Secretariat also belong to the
Org Bureau. The following comrades were elected as sub-
stitutes to the Org Bureau of the E.C.C.L: Jacob, Pepper and
Kornblum.

The following comrades were elected to the Secretariat of
the E.C.C.L: Geschke (Germany), Jacob (France). Ercoli
(Italy), Ferguson (Great Britain), Smeral (Czechoslovakia),
Kuusinen, Humbert-Droz, Roy, Piatnitzki. Kornblum and
Petrov. Comrades Dimitrov and Pepper were elected as sub-
stitutes. In addition to this a representative of the Young Com-
munist International participates in the sessions of the Secre.
tariat with an advisury vote. '

At the same session the new structure of the E.C.C. 1,
its organ and its apparatus was iaken as the basis. This struc-
ture will secure a correct, systematic work of the E.C.C.1, of
the Presidium, the Org Bureau and of the Sekretariai, as wedl
as a more careful preparation of questions. In drawing this up
regard was had to the resolution of the XIV. Party Conference
of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union on strengthening
the apparatus of the Comintern, whereby the course is to be
directed towards an ever increasing influence of the foreign
Communist Parties in the leadership of the Commmunist Inter-
national.

A very essential part of the reorganisation of the Secre-
tariat, the personnel of which must be considerably extended in
order to increase in it the representation of the foreign Com-
munist Parties and to distribute the work in the best manner,
is the organisation of so-called Section National) Secretariats.

These Section Secretariats are organs of the Secretariat of
the E.C.C.1. and work under its leadership and control. It
is the duty of each Secretariat to study systematically and to
discuss the situation of the couniries and of the Commmnist
Parties coming within its sphere, to prepare the questions for
all decisive orgens of the C.1. to cany through the decisions
of these organs and to control the carryving into effect of these
decisions by the sections of the C.L in question.

These Section Secretariats are to consist of a responsible
secretary of the E.C.C.1. and some representatives of the sec-
tions of the Comintern, chiefly of those countries in whichk
work is being conducted by the Secretariat in question. The
collective elaboration and preparation of these questions is theve-
by assured. There is also assured that the representatives of the
various Connnunist Parties, the members and substitute muem-
bers of the E.C.C.I. become acquainted with the situation of
other oountries than their own and are draws into the work
of the apparatus of the E.C.C. L

By decision i the Presidium of
tariats are set up for the following

24th March Section Secre-
groups of counties:

1. France. French colonies. Italy, Belgium and Switzerland.

2. Germany. .

3. Czechoslovakia, Austria and Hungary.

1. Great Britain, Ireland, Holland. Australia, South Africa,
British India and Duwich Fast Indies
5. United Sutes of America. Canoda and japan.

Spain, Portugal, Mexico and the South Anterican States.
. Sweden. Norway., Demmark Ieeland.
. Poland, Finland, Esthonia, Latvia and Lithuania.

0. Bulgaria, Yugoslavia, Roumania, A'bania, Greece.

10. The Soviet Union. .

11. The Far and Near East (China,  Koea, Moungolia, Tur-
kev, Persia. Egypt, Svria and DPaiesti ae).

In addition some Secrviaries of the E.Z.C.1. are respon-
sible for connection with the various dipartments of the
E.C.C.1. (Agitprop, Org Devartnseni. Information Department.
Publishing Department, < '~r-wvvon Depariment), as well as
with the Co-operative Deparurent of the E.C.C. 1, with the
International Women's .- .ir'at and with tie non-party mass
organisations.

For the elaborati s

pa owenaration of questions of a trade

union character a .o« .. ! ‘irade Union Commission was
created consisting «f et iuoen s ng comrades: Zinoviev, Bucha-
rin,  Piatnitzki, E..-- Lo e Sonral, Geschke,

Tomsky, Lozovsky apd N:

—r—— ——
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WORKERS' CORRESPONDENCE

Letter from a Moscow Iron-moulder to
the Workers of England.
Dear Comrades, workers of England!

This brings you my fraternal greetings.

In December 1925 I read, in the newspaper “Rabotschaja
Moskwa” (Working Moscow) abtout an incident which happensd
among you in the town of Plymouth.

Lady Astor, the wife of a millionaire, maintained that no
English worker woauld consent, to stay for a certain time with
us in Russia, even if all his traveling expenses were paid.
Our message to you however is that our country is not llowing
with milk and honey but that we are at least masters of our
own house. I am very sorry for Lady Astor who lacks even
the most elementary political knowledge. The whole world
knows that, where capital bholds swav. the proletarian has
nothing to lose but his chains.

Without any intention to embellish facts, conditions in the
U.S.S.R. are as follows:

The homsing problem is very acute, not however hecause
rents are high, tut because the housing accomodation avaitable
is not emough to go round. : )

The condition of living and of wages are as follows: a
highly skilled workman, a metal-worker of the 9th category for
instance, has a fixed monthly wage of 63 roubles and an addi-
tional wage (according to a coilective agreement) of 75% in
“hot” workshops and 50% in “cold” ones. This is the minimum
rate. In our works, the average additional wave of contract

workers in December 1925 were: Smiths — [60%, foundry
workers —- 144%, turners — 150%, moulders - 102%, fitters

-— 047%, sometimes however smiths get less than founders and
moulders more etc. The average wage of a founder is 100
roubles a month, besides which he gets frem the works one
pair of boots to the value of 16 roubles, 1 suit ot overalls —
5 roubles, for wear ard tear of tools — 12 roubles, and for
holidays - 100 roubles. 1 a worker has been ill for a month
during the year, he aiso geis 100 roubles sickness insurance.
His income thus amounts to 1,236 roubles per year for 10
months actual work. This means 3 roubles 38 kopeks per day.
Expenses are as follows: rent; which is calculated on the basis
of wages, amounts to 13 kopeks a day for a floor area of 3 sq.
sascha (64/: sq. metres), electric light (25 candle pcwer) 5 kopeks
a day, fuel 15 kopeks. 2 1b. white bread 16 kopeks, 1 1b. rve
bread 4 kopeks, 1 1b. meat of best quality 25 kopeks, 1/ liter
milk 17 kopeks. coffee and tea 20 kopeks. !/; 1b. bufter 25
kopeks. vegetables 25 kopeks; 33 kopeks are required for various
subscriptions, taxes etc. Total 2 roubles 21 kopeks. The rest of
the money remains over to spend on clothing, education and
entertainments. The prices quoted are market prices, in the co-
operative stores they are rather less. But you krow, Comrades.
that the Russian does not pratice economy either in produc-
tion or at home. This is the reason why private trade is still
active in our country, though we class-conscious workers know
that we shall finallv put an end to it. In every factory, the
workers are given credit to the amount of one wmonth’s wages.
to be repaid in instalments within 6 months.

Under the Tsarist tegime, it is true. the workers also had
credit, but they were supplied with inferior goods at exorbi-
tant prices. Now things are different; the worker can buy fur-
niture, clothing etc. of thoroughly good quality from the State
shops withaut the prices being raised.

Finally, Comrades, I send my kind regards to Lady Astor,
tell her she micht fork out a few hundred pounds so that you
can come to Soviet Russia, where white bears are said to pro-
menade the streets of Red Moscow.

Comrades, i you want to know more details about our
conditions of living, write and ask questions, and we will ans-
wer them.

With heartiest greetings
Ivan Auntonov,
Commmumist, moulder in the “Lenin Works",
Moscow, Samoskvoretzki District.
P. S. My address is:
Moscow, Gawrikowa Uliza.
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