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Where is the Development of the International Trade Union

~ Movement Heading?
Plenum of the Central Council of the R.I. L. U.

By A. Lozovsky.

It is more than two years since the IIl. Congress of the
Red International of Labour Unions, and we can now look
around us and takes stock of all that has happened. During that
time Europe has gone on “stabilising”, happy humanity has
had it dinned into its ears, not only by the leading lights of the
bourgeoisie, but by the leaders of the second and Amsterdam
Internationals as well. Yet it is odd that the more Europe has
“stabilised” the more disquieting and uncertain the situation has
become, until to-day, at the beginning of 1926, we are faced with
a most profound crisis that is shaking all Europe. Britain,
France, Germany, Poland, the Scandinavian and Balkan coun-
triess — all are in one form or another in the toils of this
crisis. .

During the time that there was so much noise about the
“stabilisation and pacification” of Europe, pressure was being
brought to bear on the working class and its most elementary
gains and has been successful to a certain extent, thanks to the
economic crisis that is sticking like a shadow to the present
“stabilised” Europe.

Perhaps the most characteristic feature seen against the
background of the continuous crisis, growing unemplovment,
the abolition of the eight-hour working day, wage cuts, and the
worsening of working conditions is the hehaviour of the leaders
of the Second and Amsterdam Internationals and their national
sections. Not a single Social Democratic party, not a single tfrue-
blue Amsterdam organisation has made any effort to get to
the bottom of the crisis. to ifs causes, and draw the political
conclusions therefrom.

Not one of the leaders of social democracy has tried to
generalise these separate facts and give his diagnosis of what

ails “stabilised” European capitalism. International social de-
mocracy has long since lost all ability for scientifie analysis of
current events. The reformists have long been living from hand
to mouth trying to give answers to individual questions without
being able to lay down any new line on the basis of the new
comditions. Run through the files of the social democratic and
Amsterdain press and you will seek in vain for an answer as to
what is to be done to-day — not a single new thought, not a
single new idea.

The same old musty falk of Democracy, of peace in
industry, the wisdom of popular government, expectations
from the League of Nations and the International Labour
Office. appeals to the good {faith of the bourgeoisis. and an
ardent ambition to arrive somehow or other at the dignity
of a ministerial portfolio — that is all you are likely to glean
from the multitude of reformist journals and papers. The spirit
of wrefchedpenury. intellectual poverty and theoretical degenera-
tion makes itseli felt in the whole of the reformist press. in all
the activities of the reformists. Even in Haly, for instance. where
the uibridled Fascist regime is throwing the whole of ifs weight
against the reformist organisations, reformist thought has been
unible to conceive of anything better than becoming the legal
opposition and of adjustment to the existing regime. Reformism
has stopped at and stabilised itself on the war level. It continues
to dream of Holv Alliances and coalitions showing no great
wish to notice that the bourgeoisie has sucked out of reformism
all it needed and now, instead of bemg grateful, is giving it
the right about, with a kick into the bargain. An 4intensification
of the political and economic crisis, a weakening of the sta-
bilising factors with a lot of shouting about Europe’s pacifica-
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tion and stabilisation, and reformism adapting itself to the
growing reaction — such are the outstanding features of the
present phase,

But though fettered by the bourgeois state in many coun-
tries and by the social democratic organisation, the working
class cannot remain in the old positions and stabilise itseli on
the theory and practioe of relormism. Whereas the social desno-
crats infentionally seek no new paths, or seek them where they
will least find them, the minds of the masses are groping towards
some way out. The oppression and pressure are far too great
not to call forth a corresponding reaction in the masses. The
okd method has been tried and- found wanting: reformism has
shown all it may ever have been capable of, All past and present
social democratic governments have proved to be nothing but the
tools of the bourgeoisie defending it even to the extent of or-
ganising strike-breakers against workers out on strike belonging
to their parties. Mention need only be made of what happened
in Germany during the few years the social democrats were in
power, the services rendered to the Motherland by the
MacDonald’s Government, and what is at present being domne
in Sweden and Denmark where the worthy Social Democrats are
protecting fascist bodies to the great harm of even the reformist
trade umons. _

Atl that could not pass ummoticed by the masses, amongst
which — and among the masse following the Social Democrats
as well — we now mark deep-seated discontent, uncertaianly,
indeological ferment and the ever present search for a way
out of the mess they are in. Opposition currents have come
into being in the reformist umioms; in many countries a left
wing has taken shape — that Left Wing that stands betwecen
the R. L L. U. and the I. F. T. U. and which, with all its
lack of ideological darity and unformed character. represents a
real threat to orthodox reformism. Here it is enough to point
to the leftward move of large bodies of the British Trade Union
movement, {o the shaping out of a left wing in Sweden, Belgium
and in Czechoslovakia, to the growth of a Social Democratic Left
and corresponding left-wing aspirations in the trade unions in
Germany, and soon {o realise that the roots of this movement
lie in the continuing instability of capitalism and the stabilisation
and ossification of reformism.

The oustanding feature of the international labour movement
at present is the birth of left tendencies inside the reformist or-
ganisations and the formation of anm opposition in the Second
and Amsterdam Internationals, which means, of course, the
weakening of international reformism.

The most prominent manifestation of the new aspiration that
has taken shape during the past year can be considered as the
formation of the Anglo-Russian Committec, a product of the
new orienfation of @ verv considerable and influential part of
the Amsterdam International. For a good while the reformists
diverted themselves with saying that the Anglo-Russian Com-
mittee was not an organisation, but a political slogan, an idea.
Their hopes, however, could not but be dashed when the agree-
ment between the $oviet and British unions was ratified after
Scarborough. :

- Granted even thai the Anglo-Russian Committee is not au
organisation; but as a political idea does it not represent sofe-
thing new in the European labour movemeni? If the represen-
tatives of the British trade unions were in Soviet Russia as long
ago as in 1920, why did not such a comnrittee come into being
then? Because at that time Soviet Russia was ufterly exhausted,
the Russian working class was in an exceptionally bad position
aud the Revolution could not then exercise such an attractive in-
fluence on the British labour movement as in 1924, Now. it is
these two capital moments — the steady worsening of the British
working class’s position,and the considerable improvement in
the position of the working class in the U.S, S, R. — that form
the ground on which the Anglo-Russian rapprochement has
developped. -

Here it may be asked: why an Angio-Soviet and not a
German-Soviet rapprochement? {s it possible that the working
class is better oif in Germany than in Britain® Why has there
been a change of heart in England in favour of Soviet Russia
while in Germany the change is towards the American Fede-
ration of Labour? Surely like cairses should have like effecis?
‘The broad mass of the German proletariat wundoubtedly looks to
the U.S.S.R. We see that in the rank and file of the German
social democracy and reformist unions: aud i this iriendliness

N A\ -
has not manifested iiself in the same forms as in the case o the
Anglo-Soviet rapprochement this must be put down to the ex
ceptional hostility of the social democrats to communism. It must

" be borne in mind that the move to the left of the working masses

is bitterly opposed not only by social democratic ideology bui
also by the social democratic and trade union machinery. In those
countries, such as Germany, Austria, Czecho-Slovakia and else-
where, where the party difierentiation has profoundly affected
the masses this change inclining towards Russia is nof so
noticeable in the masses, is progressing at a considerally slower
rate and is given organisational expression to with difficulty
owing to the organisational opposition of the social democrats,

Where party differentiation has not cut into the broad masses
(Britain) the left wing takes shape with greater ease. It is for
this very reason that this change has been so marked in Britain,
even at the top of the trade umion ladder. In Britain the dead
hand of social democratic traditions wields least influence while
the insular type of British reformism has not such a perfect
bureaucratic machinery constituting an appendage of the bour-
geois state inside the working class.

* L ¥

The year just passed was further remarkable for an excep-
tionally rapid growth in the T. U. movement in the Near, Middle
and Far East and in the colonies, the most outstanding feature
being the stupendous extension of the labour unions China
and the part they tock in the national struggle for emancipation.
There are over 1,000,000 organised workers at the present timne
in China, according to the latest data published at the Kuoming-
tang Congress held at the beginning of January of this vear.
Need it be said that this organised force js playing an exclus-
vely important role in the struggle of the toiling masses of
China against foreign Imperialism? Need it be further said fhat
the affiliation of the Chinese labour unions to the R.LL.U. in
May 1925 is an act of tremendous historical importance?

Storm-swept China, however, is not alone in having a ra
pidly developing T. U. movement: in Japan, too, the work of
organisation is forging ahead despite disruption, and the T.U.
movement is growing apace and drawing the broad masses into
the organised struggle. Furthermore note must be taken of the
extremely difficult struggle of the working class in Indonesia in
defence of their organisations against Dutch Imperialism. We
see the same thing taking place in India, Egypt, and other colo-
nial countries. All this goes to show that the past year saw 4
further development of the T. U. movement in fresh countries
and the gradual induction of the matured workers’ organisations
into world politics and the world labour movement.

It has always been an accepted ftradition of the European
labour movement that the cenire of the world was in Europe,
that any federated body of the trade unions or socialist parties
of Europe was enough’to entitle it o be called an International,
the International, even though the workers of the other conti-
nems had no relationships whatever with it. As is common
knowledge, the traditions of the Communist International and
the Red International of Labour Unions are en(irelﬁ' different.
From its very inception the R.1.L.U. went beyond the confines
of Europe, practically giving first place to the question of the
T. U. movement of the Easf and colonies. The {remendous re
volutionary significance possessed by the trade umions of the
East was’ particularly emphasised by the events of last year.
The Shanghai aud Hongkong strikes were a model of revolr
tionary struggle, and the European workers may learn from the
backward Chinese toilers how to fight their class enemies.

*  x *

Two projects of symptomatic importance were framed on
the basis of this extension of the T.U. movement into fiew
iands: 1) the Pacific conference of working class orgamsations
called on the initiative of the Australian Trade Unions; 2) the
Pan-Asiatic congress of labour unions convened on the initiative
of the Indian and Japancse unions. Both are as yet projects
only. but it may be noted that while the first aims at ]mkm,‘{
up working cluass organisations only, certain prominent leaders
of the reformist T.U. movement of Japan are dreaming of 2
Pan-Asiatic conference atfended by representatives of the
workers, cntployers and governments on the type of the Geneva
Labour Oifice of the League of Nations.

. But. apart from the dissimilar nature of both conferences.
they show that outside Lurope there are plenty working class
frgamsations which have had the problem of the international

— ..._'—‘—M’
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labour movement thrust on their notice and whith are now
beginning to look in their own way for some solutions to this
problem. With .all their essential differences, both conferences
are symptomatic as denoting that the trade unions of fresh
countries are about to enter the arena of the international T. U.
movement with their own demands, their own requirements, and
their own views. Another very illuminating circumstance pointing
to the awakening of the workers of these new countries is the
All-America Seamen’s Conferemce to be held in Montevideo
on the 15th of March of this year. It was to have met in Havana,
but the wild persecutions of the Cuban workers by American
Imperialism put it out of the question.

Up to a twelvemonth ago the East simply .did not exist
for the Amsterdam Internatiomal, but since the Chinese labour
upions joined the R.I.L.U. and the Chinese workers have
shown that they represent a force to be reckoned with, Amster-
dam has roused itself and begun to play up to the Indian trade
unions, many of whose leaders are, as is well known, promising
young reformists. Of course, the Amsterdam International had
no wish whatever to do with the Chinese labour unions that
had appealed for help to the European workers. What could
Amsterdam have to do with any struggle against Imperialism?
The mere mention of struggle is enough to upset the digestion
of the Amsterdam leaders and break in on their peaceful
sncbbish wellbeing that abhors disorder, disquiet and disregard
of existing laws, especially when the people who violate them
are “wild, uncultivated” workers. How ‘be it, we are confronted
with a development of the labour movement in the non-European
countries and an urge towards international federation which
faces the R.LL.U. with the many tasks we now propose to

deal with.

* * *
~ The period under review is likewise in the highest degree
interesting in that both the bourgeocisie and the reformists, and
they particularly. have persecuted the workers. It is common
knowledge that the alliance between the social democrats and
the most reactionary imaginable bourgeoisie is a perfectly olpen
one. There is a complete division of labour: the police follow
up and arrest the leaders of the revolutionary unions while the
reformists seize the trades halls and anything belonging to
their political opponents they can lay hands on. The last arrests
in Yugoslavia aimed at preventing the meeting of the Congress
of Independent Trade Unions to have been held on fanuary 25th,
were ideologically prepared beforehand by the social democracy
and the reformist T.U. federation. The same thing in Roumania
and Greece, Mention need hardly be made of Bulgaria — the
role of the social democrats in the Tsankoff brutahities is well
enough known as it is. :

_ But this Balkan type of Holy Alliance of Amsterdamers
with the police and secret service agents has a tendency to be
applied in other couniries as well. Such an attempt is being
made in Finland where the social democrats are using the
methods of the provocateur against the T. U. leaders 1o prepare
the way for splitting the T.U. centre. to get the leadership of
the same into their hands later on. That is how the democrats act
wherever they are weaker than the communists and the revolu-
tionary workers. But where they have the T.U. leadership they
take far simpler action. In that case. as in Haly for instance,
the alliance of the police and reformists carries ont the very
same tasks in a different way. The reformists dissolve the
umons and the police arrest the leaders. For some reason or
other this is called, not Balkamising, but democratising ihe

mions

There is thus not the slightest doubt that certain of the
soctal democratic and reformist T.U. leaders have approached
still closer to the ruling classes and the bourgeois state, and
for the sake of retaining their places in their seats of power.
form a bloc with the police and the secret service to smush
the revolutionary wing of the labour movement. And after
breaking up the unions. with the Amsterdam [International’s
assistance, they will enfer new victories on the credit side of
their accounts, forgetting. however, to add the price at which
these most dubious victories will have been bought.

' o, ¥

_ The course struck by certain of the T.U. bureaucracy
bringing them into closer touch with the police to throttle the
revolutionary T.U. movement is only part of the strategic

plan aiming to keep the T. U. leadership — whether the workers
want it or not — in the hands of the social democrats. The
same object is being aimed at by the new orientation in relation
to the American T.U. movement to mobilise its forces not only
against the Soviet trade umioms, but particularly against the
growing opposition inside the reformist trade unions. To the
same extent that dissatisfaction grows inside the reformist
unions and the opposition takes root, are closer ties welded
between the leading lights of the movement and the beurgeois
state and its organs on the one hand, and help sought from
the A. F. of L, on the other. Of all the labour organisations on
the face of the earth the A.F.cof L. is the most moderate. Its
bigwigs are mostly out and cut reactionaries who openly
fraternise with fascists, are bitier enemies of Socialism; (hey
regard Soviet Russia with horror and are always besecching
the Government of “these States” never to nise Soviet
Russia. Hitherto always takirg up a negative athitude 1o the
limited trade unionism of America, the European social demo-
crats have at last discovered some kindred trait in the U, S. A.
inovement and are now prepared to go and learn of the A.F.

of L. leaders.

~ This is giving rise to a most interesting and peculiar state
of affairs in many European countries, namely, that in the
same measure that the masses are mcst evidently turning
towards the U. S. S. R, as is to be seen from the numnber of
workers’ delegations pouring into Rusgia, the leaders are
looking to America. 4

There is a cleavage inside every feformist Yorganisation
owing to the opposite directions in which the working masses
and the Amsterdam burcaucracy are moving. This change in
favour of America and these attempts {0’ drag Uncle Sam into
European affairs to oppose the left-watd drifting labour move-
ment of Europe, in the first place of Britain, is a characteristic
feature of the past year. 3

LI * .

Another symptom of the growing disquiet and uncertainty
prevalent among the masses is to be seen in the growth of left
tendencies in numerous social-democratit parties and the ides
broached by the British Independent Labour Party of uniting
the Second and Third Internationals. It is only a demagogic slo-
gan for some of the leaders, Of that thgre is not the slightest
doubt. But the fact that the I. L. P. leaders are being forced to
have recourse to such demagogy is enough to show the serious
change that has conte about in the masseg, For the Third Inter-
national has always been a bogey for every sort of humanitarian
British socialist. If these moderates are now dishing up a plan
like this (while refusing to fight together with the British Com-
munpist Party for the working class’s most elementary gains)
it least of all points to a stabilisation of capitalism. Were we
even in possession of no other data evidéncing the instability
of the so-called stabilisation, the mere birth and growth of the
left spirit within the social democracy would be sufticient to draw
the conclusion that things are far from well with capitalism.

How restless the masses are may be seen from the circum-
stance ol the German Social Demnocratic Party and the General
Trade Union Federation having agreed to form a united front
with the Communist Party on the question of ocounfiscating tle
property of the roval houses. Neither the Social Democratic PParty
nor the G.T. U.F. had the faintest idea say a couple of wuchs
before of supporting this Communist Party slogan and had
apenly opposed the Commiunists ‘on this question. The sloman
met, however, with such a warm response from the masses 1hat
both the S. D. P. and the G. T. {J. F. vere forced into taking up
the matter with the Communist Party- and jointly advocating the
demard made in the slogan that for fong did not please either
the social democrats or the T. U. bueeaucrats, And what about
the Left, almost revolutionarv, speeches of many  prominent
leaders of the Fremch amd Austrian social democracy? It is not
so long ago since there was complete politico-ideological unani-
niity in the ranks of the social democracy, and suddenlv we have
these speeches. in themrselves valuable svmptoms, destroving the
previous harmony,

What to these facts show? That there is a <ullen ferment
working in the masses which is reflected on top among the
social democrat leaders, some of whom, for fear of losing in-
fluence among the masses, have begun to sing a different fune
and are calling for the formation of the very umited front tha
was laughed to soorn for years in the columns of the socia.
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dentocratic press. But, besides these people anxious to make
a little political capital out of a new phrase, we have social
democrat militants fired by a sincere desire to find a way out
of the blind alley up which they are being marched. ‘Actually,
there has always been such a desire, but not still now has il
acquired that general mass impetus, that in turn marks a new
stage in the development of the world labour movement, firstly;
and bears witness, secondly, to anything but a happy state of
affairs in social democracy.
* 4 *

Careful examination of the domestic life of the LF.T.U.
and the R.I L.U. during the pericd reviewed reveals the deve-
lopment of two different processes: in the Amsterdam Inter-
pational an intensification of the ideological struggle, growing
differences of views ill-veiled by polite phraseology. and a steady
marking time. Inside the R.L.L.U. increased ideological soli-
darity and an extension of its sphere of influence in the East,
above all to China. Now, the fight going on inside Amsterdam
is forcing both sides to seek allies, one side looking to the
Right, to America, for its allies, the other side 1o the Left, to
Soviet, Russia. While the idea of unity is being caught up by
ever greater and greater numbers ol the workers and being
steadily opposed by Amsterdam, it is being lent all possible sup-
port by the R. 1. L.U. In the minds of the broad masses the truc
advocates of umity are the Communist Internatiopal and the
R. L U.: that can be neither disputed nor disproved, it is a
title won and recorded. With all the fluctuation of the revolu-
tionary minorities — which was particularly evident in Germany
- the R.I.LL.U’s influence in the world labour movement is
slowly but surely growing, while the authority and influence
of the Amsterdam Intermational is slowly declining. For that
body the fateful question has been and is the question of unity:
it is the rock on which the whole of international reformism is
bound to go smash. Amsterdam’s authority has only increased
among the bourgeoisie who are wholly and fully with Amster-
dam against Moscow.

But it must not by any means be taken for granted that
closer contact between the bourgeoisie and the Amsterdam Right
Wing and further concrescence of the reformist leaders with the
bourgeois state (the Reformist Confederation of Labour and the
Left Bloc in Framce, etc) in any wav signify that the ruling
ciasses are going to fulfill the moderate reformist hopes and
. expectations. Exactly the reverse; the nearer reformism ap-
proaches the ruling classes and the better its intentions become.
the more suspicious and cauiious ebcomes the attitude of the
bourgeoisie to it. It s enough to consider the mutual relations
of Fascism and reformism in Italy to realise that in some coun-
tries the reformists have already played their part and that the
Reaction can get on without them.

Consider again the many years' t1alk in the International
Labour Office about special legislation in general and the eight-
hour working day in particular with not a single thing actually
being done. This inactivity ot the Amsterdam International and
the bodies set up with its help is making for discontent among
the most peacefully inclined workers and leading to their marking
encrgetie protest. The International Labour Ofiice is a whiie
sepuichre like other ‘“achicvements” ol reformism (Dawes Plan,
Locarno, and so on). and will tinally lead 1o the discrediting of
the Amsterdam International.

Unlike the 1. F. T. U. the R. I L. U. has always called
down on itsell the hatred of the bourgeoisie, a hatred that is
growing steadilv. It is not for nothing that the bourgeois press
is horrihed with the verv idea of an International Unity Con-
gress and beseeches Amsterdam not to fall into this Muscovite
trap. for the bourgeoisie are afraid of two things: 1) unification
of the whole world T. U. movement into a single Trade Union
International; 2) that somehow or other demagogy (read ‘com-
arunism) might get the upper hand in such an International. The
Amsterdam leaders fear the same thing. but such fear is the last
thing 1o show that they have confidence in their own forces.
Fight the Awmsterdamers never <o hard. though, against this
international vnity congress or however many a left winger may
wobble on this issue, cur slogan is making headway in the
mas-es and winning more and more adherents which means
that Amsterdam is meeting with defeat on this policy.

x L, *
Where. then. is the international T. U. movement heading?

The workiny n:oes are clearly moving left. Of that there

can not be the slightest doubt. But while the broad masses
are driving to the left, some of the more witless leaders are
sticking to the old formulas, giving preference to coalition with
the bourgeoisie over any coalition with the communists, and are
prepared to smiash any organisation at all to prevent the united
front beirig formed and unity brought about. This leftward
drive of the masses is not, however, the result of objective
conditions only, but is also a result of the work of the Com-
munist International -and the R. L. L. U. The unity idea is
gaining ground. It has struck root, and the more extensive the
crisis becomes and the more the economic position of the
toilers dejeriorates, the greater the sympathy shown with the
slogan of the umted front and unity. No matter how splendid}
organised the’ social democracy may be in some countries (s
in  Austria, and Germany) or what measures they may take
against this miiitant slogan, it is forging ahead. transcending il
boundaries and smashing all barriers and is so enthusing the
masses that, as happened in Germany, the most out-and-out
opponents of the united front are being forced to buckle fo
and work shoulder 1o shoulder with the hated communists
though only for the tune being.

Simultaneousiy with the spread of the unity idea extensively
and intensively among the broadest masses, there is a turn
to the left taking place seen most clearly in the new orientation
towards the U. S. S. R. reflecting. on the one hand, the crying
reed for umitv, and on the other, the political and economic
victory of the Russian proletariat.” Soviet Russia’s ecouomic
growth is reacting on the international labour movement as seen
in the growing sympathy for the U. S. S. R. and, particularly
imporiant, for revolutionary methods of struggle as well.

The change in favour of Soviet Russia likewise means the
beginning of a change of tactics in every country. This means
that the mass of the workers have lost confidence in the old
methods and although the left social democratic workers do
not yet draw the full political conclusions from their sympathies
to Soviet Russia, these conclusions will come of themselves.

Along with this change of the masses looking to Soviet
Russia there is a change occuring among certain of the leading
circles towards America. Now, the whole question is one o
which of these two forces will prove to have more attracti-
power of the working class — America or Soviet Russia. For
the greater number of the leaders of international reformism
America, with its full-blooded capifalism, is the promised land.
The working masses for whom America is synonymous Wil
new ways and means of scientific management and exploitation.
have nothing to seck overseas, they look to the U. S. S. R
and by that thev are turning their backs on the Second and
Amsterdam Internationals and their policy. To a broad and deep
leftward move — that is where the development of the inter-
national trade union movement is heading.

POLITICS

Cross Currents in the British Labour Party.
" By R. Palme Dutt.

During the last few weeks a number of events have taken
place in the lile of the Labour Parfy. which bring out with
increasing sharpness the conilicting tendencies within it. On the
one hand the Right Wing has moved more openly towards 2
Liberal-Labour alliance or even fusion, and the issue has now
become one ol general discussion within the party. On 1he'01her,
hand the conflict of working class interests with the policy of
the parliamentarv lcaders has been sharply brought out by the
Weir Houses quesiion. in which the parliamentarv group. after
severe internal diviston, definitely threw over the policy of th?
Trades Union Congress. and the Right Wing leaders applied
discipline to the Lelt Wing to compel them to accept this. This
has aroused strong criticism. cven the Independent Labour Party
officially censuring the action of the parliamentary group. Finall¥
the Labour Party I'xecutive has at last begun the policy of exclu-
sion. not only against individual Communists. but against Iocal
labour parties. At the same time the Lelt Wing movemeal 15
rapidly gaining strength in the local labour parties. and 2
national conference will shorily be held.

- L e o i



.

241

International Press Caorrespondence

The Move to a Liberal-Labour Alliance.

Certain prominent leaders of the Right Wing, notably
Snowden, the former Chancellor of the Exchequer, and Spoor,
the former Chiei Whip in the Labour Government, have now
made public declarations in favour of a Liberal-Labour alliance
or fusion. These declarations from responsible spokesmen have
received no repudiation or censure from the remainder of the

leadership of the party.

Snowden’s statement made at a meeting in his constituency
at Blackburn on January 28, was as follows:

“It would not be at all difficult for the Labour Party
to work with the handful of Liberals in the present Liberal
Party in Parliament. This was a probability which every
Socialist Party on the Continent in Europe had to face. They
had to face it too by coming to some temporary understan-
ding with another party in Parliament, and continue to
govern on an agreed programme for the time being. He wanted
the Labour Govt formed omce more under these circum-
stances. If there were am alliance and agreement amd an
understanding and co-operation in Parliament upon agr
measures, then it might be possible to get something very
substantial. They might get a very large measure of land
reform, they might deal with coal and the Tory problemn,
with unemployment, education and housing.”

y Spoor’s statement was made in a capitalist Sunday paper,
the Referee (a journal of direct Fascist propaganda). In this
article, written in response to overtures in the same journal
from the Liberal, Kenworthy, he said that the Labour Party

“stands theoretically for Socialism. In reality it is working

for democracy and real human freedom... Surely the day

has come when we should be practical and face realities. A

divided Opposition means indefinite continuance of the

Tories in power, whereas a commonsense appreciation of

the real issue would lead to something like fusion.”

These statements, which are an explicit repudiation of
Socialism and advovacy of umity with Liberalism, only differ
from the more olfficial language of the other leaders of the Labour
Party in that they anticipate events with a perhaps not accidental
indiscretion. They have not only not been repudiated or correc-
ted by the official leadership; but the language of these, though
couched more diplomatically, in practice amounts to the same
thing. Thus Henderson, the Party Secretarv, has stated:

“True, no one could foresee the position of the three
parties as the result of the next appeal to the people, but
he could assure them that it would not be for want of hard
work on the part of the entire Labour Movement if Labour
failed to secure a majority; but whatever happened, the
Labour Party would not purchase Liberal support by a
betrayal of its principles, the lowering of its ideals or the
mutilation of its programme.”

Here, beneath the solemin asseveration of “no betrayal of
principles” lies plainly visiblesexactly the same calculation as
that of Snowden and Spoor.

These suggestions of Coalition have aroused indignant pro-
tests throughout the Labour Paity, which has been bred up on
the dogma of “independence”. The Independent Labour Party has
Eassed an official resolution condemning the mcves to Liberal-

abour Coalition and proclaiming that Socialism “can only be
achieved by independent working class political and industrial
action”. The whole present policy of the Labour IParty inevitably
leads to the Liberal-Labour Alliance. The abstract degma of
“Indeperrdence” is meaningless and powerless against it. unless
it is translated into the practice of the independent working
class struggle. In tie present stress of events the Centrists’
abstract formula of neutral “independence” 1s impoteit: either
the Labour Party must throw itself into the revolutionary class
struﬁgle. or it will inevitably travel along the path of Snowden

to the Liberal alliance.
. The Weir Houses Crisis.

This issue of the relation of the Labour Party fo the actual
working class struggle has been brought out in a striking form
n the division over the Weir Houses question.

The Weir Houses question involves a central issue of the
current trade union struggle and the capitalist attack on trade
unionism; and this is what gives the question its importance.
Briefly, Lord Weir, the steel magnate of the Clyde and one of the
principal leaders of British Capitalism, had advocated the intro-

.
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duction of a form of cheap “steel houses” (i. e. on a framework
of steel) for the workers. This change in technique was 1o
monopoly of Lord Weir; but Lord Weir endeavoured to utilise
this change in technique to carry through a direct attack on
the workers’ standards and organisation, first by refusing to pay
building rates on the work (declaring it to be “engineering”
work, since the rates of engineers are at present lower), and
second, refusing to negotiate with the Trade Unions. The Trade
Unions, accordingly, placed a boycott on all Weir Houses until
he should come to terms; and the Scarborough Trades Union
Congress passed a resolution definitely “calling upon all wor-
king class representatives on all public bodies to do their utmost
to frustrate the adoption of Weir House Schemes until Lord
Weir’s firm agrees to observe the same rates and conditions as
every other employer in the building industry”.

Here was a direct call from the Trade Unions to the Labour
Party. The Labour Party was, however, concerned with other
things, as the event showed.

The Trades Union Congress having thus taken up the direct
fight against Lord Weir, the Baldwin Government now stepped
into the open as the sponsor of Lord Weir. The Government
proposed a direct State contract with Lord Weir for the supply
of his houses in Scotland (it was accident that the “public-spiri-
ted” proposal of Lord Weir to solve the housing problem should
co-incide with a means of securing a contract for his idle steel
works). The actual number of houses proposed was small at the
outset — one thousand inall, a bagatelle compared to the offi-
cially stated immediate need of houses in Scotland — one hun-
dred and fifty thousand. This should have been alone sufficient
indication that the Govermment was more concerned to carry
through successfully the Weir attack by its proposal than to
supply houses. Nevertheless the Parliamentary Labour Party fell
into the trap. They feared to appear as failing to co-operate with
Baldwin in his housing scheme, and taking a stand on a “trade
union” issue against the interests of the “community”. The Right
Wing leaders decided to accept the propcsal and not challenge
a vote. They thus abandoned the Trades Union Congress.

The Left Wing was up in full protest. The Scottish Labour
M. Ps. met and put in on their own authority an unofficial
amendment rejecting the Weir scheme. They called for support
for this fro mthe full Party, failing which they threatened to
vote independently.

But the Right Wing leaders were determined to fight and
establish their authority. A meeting of the parliamentary group
called, at which, after a protracted dispute, a resolution was
passed insisting as a point of discipline that no vote should be
given for the opposition amendinent.

This discipline was so successful that the Left Wing did not
dare to vote for their own amendment. When the amendment was
put, only two supporters were found: a young Glasgow Labou
M. P., Buchanan (who was present in a fraternal capacity at the
fast Communist Congress) and the Communist, Saklatvala. In
consequence no vote could be taken. ‘

But this “discipline” of the Right Wing leaders was. an
extreme measure which revealed their weakness; for it was a
discipline against the working class, and against the registered
decisions of the orgamsed working class. The resolution of the
Trades Union Congress was explicit. [mmediately after the
debate the Independent Labour Party passed a resolution con-
demning the failure of the parliamentary {abour representatives
(two thirds of whom are members of the Independent Labour
Party). From the beginning of the issue the Communist Puarty
had been at unity with the trade union fight, and stressed the
importance of the Weir issue as only one aspect of the general
capitalist attack. Thus on one side were ranged the Trades Union
Congress, the Independent Labour Party, the Communist Party
-— the entire working class movement. On the other side were -
ranged the Parliamentary Right Wind leaders — alone, against
the united working class frotn, and themselves in alliance with
Baldwin.

The principal lesson of this episode is that the Left Wing
needs to learn to have the courage to fight for the working class,
even against all the threats and “discipline” of MacDonald and
his friends. This kind of “discipline” against the working class
and the decisions of the working class movement has no validity,
and must be disregarded. The Left Wing can be confident that
only such a fight can maintain the real unity and discipline ol
the working class ranks, whereas the coalition tactics of Mac-
Donald and his friends can only lead, if left unchallenged. to

disintegration.
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The Move to the Lelt.

The move to the Left that is taking place in the ranks of
the Labour Party is reflected in the new orientation of the Inde-
pendent Labour Party, which is once again (as in 1019—1920)
visibly endeavouring to adapt itself to the leftward wave. District
Conferences have given some indication of rank and file feeling.
The Scottish Division has declared, against ofiicial policy, for
nationalisation without compensation by 117 votes to 44. The
Welsh Division has declared for Communist aiiiliation to the
Labour Party. The Midlands Division has declared against the
inclusion of any non-Labour member in a Labour Government.

Officially, the L.L.P. Executive has taken several steps towards
opposition to the Right Wing leadership. The 1. L. P. has announ-
ced ils intention to pursue an “independent” policy in the Second
international (at Marseilles their ropresentatives were in conflict
with MacDonald), “The New Leader”, the I. L. P. organ, has
welcomed the “Sunday Worker” s proposal for a Left Wing Con-
lerence, and has' expressed agreement with the Lelt Wing pro-
grammne put forward by the “Sunday Worker”. On the other
hand. it is worth noting alongside this that the I.L.P has
consistently refused the Communist Party’s proposals for a uni-
ted front, even on such a simple common issue as the Release
the Prisoners campaign which both parties are conducting.

More important for the future is the growth of a Left Wing
in the mass of the Labour Party, on the basis of the local labour
parties. This movement, based on a direct and clear working
class programme, is building itself up from below, on the basis
first of the districts. At a recent London Left Wing Conference
no less than 53 local labour parties were officially represented.
This Conference elecied a Provisional Committee which, in re-
sponse to requests from other parts of the country, is taking
on iiself the task of calling a National Left Wing Conference.

That the Labour Party Executive is aware of the danger of
this growing movement m the local labour parties is shown
by the fact that they have, at last, begun the policy of expelling
local labour parties. Fhey bave expelled three imiportani local
lubour parties in Londén, on the grounds of refusal to carry out
the arders for the exclasion of comumunisis. on the grounds. that
1s. of maintaining the united working class f-ont. But if this
expulsion is to be applied. it will have to be applied. not to
ihree, but {o nearly onefhundred local labour parties. The Labour
Darty Executive have kilfully begun with three in order not {o
raise an immediate stdrm, and in the hope of intimidating the
remainder. 4

An extremely grave issue is thus raised: for from the consti-
tution of the Labour Party, which is based on the Trade Unions,
it jollows at once that;any attack on the solidarity of the masses
in the Labour Party becomtes at the same time an attack on trade
unicn solidarity. Ii, therelore, the Labour Darty succeeds in its
present oflensive, thd process of splitting the movement from
iop 10 bottom by thd Right Wing will have begun in England.
a~ on the Continent. tThis is a danger which demauds the most
active steps to prevent.

From all these ipdications it is clear that a critical point is
rapidly approaching’ in the Labour Party. The Right Wing
lcadership is active, and unscrupulous, and has shown itseli
readv to use every weapon of discipline and disruplion fo main-
tain 1is position. Tha, need for a strong and united stand by the
leit Wing Jorces is; therefore increasingly urgent. and should
become increasingly glear to alli On the possibility of this the
juture of the Labour;Party. and also the immediate line of the
working class struggfe in England, depends.
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The Stabilisation Crisis in Czechoslovakia.
By Karl Kreibich (Prague).

In hardly any other of the Staies which have been affected
hv a heavy econcmic crisis as a result of the World \X‘ar, has
the hourgcoisie made so enormous ellorts for overcoming ﬂ}e
crisis and Jor arriving at a sl.:xbllas;mqn of conditions, as in
Czechoslovakia. Although the amm. as it has turned out just
in the last weeks, is still far from being reached, the Cz2ch
bourgeoisie has aphnevcd undeniable successes in its 'smbxl‘nsatxon
camprign? in spite of tremendous polical dnttcx}ltxes, Czecho-
Sovakia being a young State inhabited by sirong mnational
nunorities.  But _each of these successes or even each_ of the
measures on which these successes are founded, contained the

cory of new crises.  These new difiiculties have in recent
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months condensed themselves to a downright crisis dominating
actual economics and pelicy.

This crisis becomzs aggravaled by a profound disillusion.
In order to bring about the huge exertion of energy mnecessary
Jor the carrying out of the policy of stabilisation, the .Czech
bourgeoisic had also {o make use of illusions, had to show the
:nasses, without the — at least passive — assistance of whom
the whole campaign would have been impossible, how near
success would be. But today it has become evident that th: aim
is still far off and that stifl far greater sacrifices than hitherto
must be made.

The policy of stabilisation of the Czech bourgeoisie had been
led by the quite correct principle of concentrating all strength
and energy on one single point and of not shattering forces.
That point was finandal policy, i. e. state finance and belore
all the currency. Here the leader of the Czech bourgeoisie in
the sphere of financial policy of that time, the late Minister
of Finance, Rasin, has acquired great merits for the sake
ol the bourgcoisie. His first action. three months after the
founding of the State, was the creation of the own Czecho-
slovakian currency by means of stamping the old Austrian
notes, which from the point of view cf the bourgeois stite
conception was an indispensable necessity, Rasin’s second action
was the stabilisation of the currency by means of deflating it
at a rate of exchange, which was three times higher than the
rate of the Czoech crown belore the deflation.

The deflation policy Rasin had carried out as the exponen!
of Financial Capital and as the trustee of the greatest banking
concern; it has yielded emormous profits to linancial capital
and has made it the ruler of our whole economic life. The
expenses for this had to be paid by industry by means of the
loss of great markets and with its sibjection to the domination
of the barks, and by the working cliss with unemployment and
sensible reductions of wages. But from the point of view o
the chief aim, this urfavourable side of the policy of deflation
was not a mistake. Rasin had coldbloodedly iaken this into
accourt. He emphasised quile openly the necessity of reduciag
the productive forces (reduction of “industry) according to the
impossibility of their full exploitation, and the reduction of real
wages would be actually part of his programme. since it 1
arnt irdispensible pre-condition for reassuming the accumulation
of capital in the capitalist states impoverished by war.

»

The year 1925 brought about the inner crushing of stabili-
sation illusions. It preparsd the outbreak of the crisis efiected.
by the siabilisation measures and placed before the Government
coalition the necessity of making a retreat to the firm positions
really reached by the stabilisation process and beginning 4
new stabilisation campaign therefrom. Moreover it became ob-
vious, that the intcrnational illusions which had been connec}ed
with the Dawes Plan and the Geneva Protocol were beginniil
to fade away under the impression of the economic crisis in
Germany, of the defeat of the Geneva Protocol scheme and of
the ouftbreak of new colonial wars. The Government coalition
became anxious. it rapidiy dissolved Puarliament and held
elections. in order to save thereby, under tie fresh impression
of the Locarno swindle and of the swindle of ihe“‘achve
hudget” that which was still to be saved for the Coalition.

The result of the elections showed that they had succe:ded
iust in time: The coalition lost their majority which only with
the help of drawing to them the Artisans’ Party could pain-
fully be re-established in Parliament, and the number of Cqm-
mnunist votes was oniv with the help of every kind of election
tricks with difficully kept a bit under one million. )

Since then the position of the bourg:oisie has become still
considerably worse. The overstraining of Rasin’s ﬁnanglal policy
by his successors to the exclusive advantage of financial capifd
and above all of the concern of the Zivnostenska Banka has 3“";
a short improvement brought industry again to the verge ©
a crisis, the beginning of which has onlv some days ago bﬁZ‘I‘
signalised in a speech of the General Secrefary of the Ceﬂfl':
Federation of Industrialists, Dr. Hoda& In this speech. as l;n
other declarations, the huge extortioning of industry by :he
tanks. which renders impossible a technical perfection with the
aid of vast invectitions, was indicated to be one of the pna-
cipal reasons of the Commencing crisis. To this must be ad
ithe antagonisms belween the financial capitalist concerns.
antagonisms which led to the overthrow of Radin’s Smssﬁ:é
Minister of Finance Betka, who had been a trustee of
Zivnostenska Banka.

— e - p————— e
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The new Minmister of Finance, Dr. Englis, an old opponent
of Rasin’s deflation policy, a trustee of the industrialists of
the banks opposed to the Zivmostenka Bank ooncern, has, as
one of the best experts of financial affairs of national economy,
of whom the Czech bourgeoisie disposes, recognised at once
that the stabilisation was to to a large extent an illusion. He
was compelled to state that the ‘“active budget” for 1926 was
a swindle and involves a deficit of about a milliard.

One milliard deficit of the State Budget balanced with about
11 milliards (including additional expenses for state employees)
has to be covered, and. moreover, the burden of taxation is to
be lightened for the capitalists, above all to the industriatists,
by a reform of direct taxation. For the bringing in of the
necessary means, the Minister of Finance announces an increase
in indirect taxation, though the relation of indirect taxation
by the state to the direct is already 77,0% to 22,4%, and
workers have to contribute to the income tax which amounts
to 47,8% of the direct state taxes, already beginning with a
yearly income of over 6000 Czech Crowns.

Czechoslovakia in regard to real wages has the fourteenth
place among the capitalist states, but at the same time she has
the lowest existence minimum free of income tax. For that
reason there is passing through the masses of the workers a
powerful movement, because the state is claiming the overdue
income tax for these y:ars in which the workers as a conse-
quence of inflation had had a mere nominally higher income,
for which they are now to pay the tax with the far moce
precious actual wages crowns. Still more, the Government are
preparing, in connection with the intended tax reform, the
introduction of a wages tax.

The Communist Party of Czechoslovakia has already com-
menced a great campaign against the pres:nt burden of taxation
and agamist the future taxation schemes. This campaiga is
ouly furthered through new impertinent customs claims already
put forth by the Agrarians. All Communist motions tending
to increasing the amount of the existence minimum free of
faxation, to annulment of the overdue taxes of workers, small
peasants and small artisans, to freeing them from war supple-
ments to the taxes and finally to the increase of taxes on high
incomes, were rejected by the Socialist Government parties.

*

The situation is complicated by the regulation of the

revenues of the state employees. The old system oi swelling the
power apparatus has brought about a hypertrophy and a chaos
n the state adiministration and by thi> a state financial crisis.
The Coalition had sought fo help itseli throungh twice reducing
in a mechanical way the revenues in the period of deflation
and then again through a similar mechanical restriction of the
aumber of state employees; but the result was ouly such an
embitterment among the stale emplovees, that the Governarent
had to give the solemn promise beiore the elections, that
mmmediately after a thorough and iinal regulation of the con-
ditions of payment ard promotion would be carried out. The
Governinert have at last introduced the bill which, however,
brings a bitter disappointment to the large masses of lower
employees, and has provoked a great fermentation among them.
L4

~ Under the impression of the aggravating economic and
linancial crisis, the political crisis also becomes stili more acute.
In order to strengthon its position which is becoming weaker
from week to weck, the Czech bourgeoisie is striving ever
more eagerly for a settlement with the Slovak People’s Party
(Hlinka's Party). But at the sawe time it is attempting to
render to the state apparatus the character of a national power
apparatus, in order to create a strong position for itself and
thus to be able to risk the settiement also with the German
bourgeoisie, without endangering its rosition of power. Thus
recently there were published the Language Decrees which
regulate the use of languages in public ofiices on the ground
of absolute privilege of the “Czechoslovakian” State language.
Practically. the costs of these Language D:crees will have to
be borne by the workers, small farmers and petty bourgeois
of the minority nations, who neither dispose of the adequate
school education and language knowledve., nor are able fo
entrust their affairs with the public ofiices to lawyers and
emplovees.

The Communist Party has at once protested sharply against
the Langnage Decrees and has revealed their mature in Parlia-

ment and in the Press.

e m e v e . ——————cya e "

Inside the Govermment Coalition, the National Democrats
under the leadership of Dr. Kramar are ever ‘more distinctly
going in the direction of Fascism; the Czech Social Democrats
are getting ever more anxious about the huge sacrifices which
are being imposed on the working classes, they fear to lose
the rest of their adherents and view with horror the slow but
constant growth of the united front movement among the
working class. This makes them very nmervous, they even enter
into quarrels with their German comrades of the Second Inter-
pational. But against the Communists both the ies are
united, since the united front movement gives them both the

same trouble.
*

The coalition’s position is not eased, but aggravated by the
defeats in foreign policy. The failure of Dr. Beme$ in the
Hungarian question has been followed by a still worse one in
the question of the recognition of the Soviet Uniom. He had
already gone so far as to settle this question at last. But at
this point Chamberlain and, by order of the reactionary military
circles of Framce, the Czech Generals have interfered with his
plans, and he. with his well-known deficient firmness, retreated
m front of the reactionary influences. That is to say, he placed
such conditions as to bring the negotiations to a standstill.
This shameful failure of Dr. Benes was exposed in Parliament
by the Communists, as it deserved to be. It is of still greater
disadvantage, as just in recent time the foreign. trade statistics
show the increasing importance of the Soviet Union for the
exports from Czechoslovakia, which are even less than those to
France! In view of the conmencing narket crisis of industrv
and the necessity of {inding new markeis, this foreign political
guestion must become in the same way evermore an object of

home political struggles. 4
Thus the whole economic and political situation in Czecho-
slovakia is filled with the fighting spirit of the Communist

movement.

weopg.

THE BALKANS

*
The Political Situation and the Municipal
Elections in Roumdnia.
"By D. Fabian (Bucharest).

On the 18th, 10th and 20th of February, municipal elections
took place throughout Roumania for the first#time since the war.
As they immediately followed the elections fpr the Agriculturai
Chamber and preceed the general elections for the legisiative
bodies — which are to take place in the Spring — a speciil
siguificance 1s attached to them; they show in what direction the
spirit of the masses aud the tendencies of political partics have
developed since the agricultural elections and also indicate the
prospects for the developmient of things in the largest Balkan
State on the Danube. :

The elections for the Agricultural Chambers in August
1025, had. in spite of all the Goverrment Terror, led to a
defeat of the oligarchic Bloc (the Liberals” of Bratianu, the
members of General Avarescu’s People’s Pactv and the Hunga-
rian and Saxon Parties) and had aflorded asbrilliant victory to
the opposition Bloc at that time ‘(Nationalists and Prasant
Party). Thus these elections have shown that, in spite of the
fact that the administrative officials and the gendarmerie hold
far more ualimited and all-powerful sway in the country than
in the town, a so highly developed fighting spirit prevails
amicng the masses in the country, that even elections for the
Agricultural Chambers, in which peasants holding less than
3 hectars, 1. e. the great mass of the Roumanian peasantry.
cannot participate. no longer offers a legal pretext for pro-
longing the rule of the oligarchy.

Stili less could the oligarchv hope that elections in the

towns would legalise its rule,
Although those in power have made the attempt te de-
capitate the [abour movement by illegalising the C.P. of Rou-
mania, the masses of workers have nevertheless given evidence
that their resistance and their will to fight against the ohgarchy

are steadily growing.
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On the occasion of the arrest of the Unitary Trade Union
Counncil, the workers organised an impressive demonstration of
protest and, for the first time since the collapse of the general
strike in 1920, political protest strikes took place. They even
succeeded in wresting the members of the Unitary Trade Union
Council from the fangs of the Court Martial and in setting
them free.

The radicalisation and activation of the masses however is
not limited to the strata of the peasantry and of the industrial
proletariat. Wider and wider cirdes of intellectuals and students
are beginning io awake and, shaking off the illusions of anti-
Semitism and Fascism and seeing through these manoeuvres
intended to distract them, are taking up their position in the
fighting front against the oligarchy. It was in this way that the
“Independent Studemts’ Union”, a mass organisation which in-
cludes peasant, commmunist and social democratic students, and
publishes a paper of its own, was formed.

A shift towards the Left is to be recognised ummistakably
within the dass of officials and of the petty bourgeoisie which
has been driven into the deepest misery by the liberal oligarchy
of bankers. Under this pressure from below, the National Party
also has altered its pronounced reactionary tendency and has
been prevented against its will from breaking off its oonnections
with the Peasant Party with their tendency towards the Left,
although their leaders strongly inclined to come to an under-
standing with the Crown and the oligarchy, i. e. with the Right.

Even the actual bourgeois strata, however, and some sections
of the commercial and industrial world are opposed to the
Government party of the Liberals, whose policy of trusts and
monopolies threatens the undertakings with complete collapse
if -they do not voluntarily submit to the will of the Liberals in
economic questions.

Finally, the ever-growing response which the illegal Com-
munist Party finds among the masses, as it extends its ideological
and organisatory influence more and more over the whole politics
of ,the country, and the fact of the existence of the Democratic
Workers’ and Peasants’ Bloc, a “united front organisation”, are

* evidence of the radicalisation and activation of the masses. Its

" object is in this way to gather together all mass orgamisations
(economic, cocupational, cultural etc.), and all workers’ and
peasams’ parties which are backed by the masses, into oue
united front.

This activation of the masses of peasants, workers, intel-
lectuals, petty bourgeois and even bourgeois® has given the
oligarchy subject for thought. Its first reaction was that of
intensifying the Terror; the arrest of the Unitary Trade Union
Council was the prelude to the suppression of th: revolutionary
trade union movement. The suspension of the independent stu-
dents’ paper and the dissolution of the students’ organisations
were intended to encourage the Fascist and anti-Semiitic bands.
Political lawsuits against the leaders of the peasants, such as
the case of Tatar Bunar and the new arrests of “conspirators”,
are intended to intimidate the workers and peasants. In ad-
dition to these brutal methods, the oligarchy is using others,
political ones; it is creating the umited fronmt of the oligarchy
in which are included the corrupt leaders of tlie petty bourgeoisie
and some of the intellectuals and of the national minorities.

This united front has already to a certain exfent bzcome a
reality, thanks to the passivity and cowardice of the Democratic
opposition, and the Liberal party has as an open ally People’s
party of General Avarescu, which in case of need is to form
the dummy government of the Liberal Party. At the municipal
elections, this party, not without having previously come o an
understanding with the Crown and the oligarchy. made ad-
vances to the opposition bloc, it is true, but only with the
object of acting as ballast to the party, of dragging at its
feet like lead.

The Hungarian Party in Roumania, guided by the florthyist
magnates and Counts Banffy, Bethlen, Ugron etc. has concluded
an open pact with the Liberals in return for a few concessions
such as that of being excepted from confiscation of their pro-
perty. efc. The reactionary leaders of the German and Jewish
organisations did the same in a mere or less disguised form.
But the united front of the oligarchy reaches still further, right
into heart of the opposition itself.

The Right wing of the Natiomal Party, composed of the
adherents of the late Take jomescu and of Argetoianu, the exe-

" to the opponents of the Government, In Bucha

cutioner of workers in the general strike of 1920, and of the
Government man Professor Jorga, is in reality nothing but a
group of Liberals and of the Court camarilla which is ent
rusted with the task of carrying on manocuvres within the
opposition camp.

If we add to the intensification of the Terror and to the
constitution of this united font of the oligarchy, its troops,
the Fascist bands and the higher corps of ofiiciers which are
prepared for deeds of violence, we have a fair picture of the
oligarchical camp as it appeared before the municipal elections.

Now as to the opposition camp. The Right wing of the
National Party has just been described,

The other opposition party is the so-called party of the
class war. The Peasant party likes to describe itself thus.
because it hopes in this way to attract the broad masses o
peasants and large numbers of the petty bourgeoisie as wel
as the broad masses of the minorities of the old Kingdom
(Jews) and of .the annexed territories. The party is of course
far removed from the class war, as is crassly expressed in
its officials organ “Taramismul”.” Both Parties are dominatx
by a boundless fear of the masses, of all mass organisation
and of any letting loose of the masses.

In order to prove to the King still more oonvincingly
that they are capable of governing, the opposition refrained
from putting up lists of their own in 50% of the rural com-
munities, so as not to “goad on” the peasants.

The Social Democratic Party which, by the bye, is a2 zero
in the political life of the country and a political corpse in the
Labour movement but a necessary tool of the Roumanian bour-
geoisie, also joined this opposition.

Whilst the Democratic Workers’ and Peasants’ Bloc, the
organisation of the united front of the workers, proposed fo the
opposition parties a united fighting front on the basis of 2
minimum programme which among other things was to include
a demand for the abolition of the *Liberal” constitution and
legislation, a general amnesty, the raising of the state of siege.
the expropriation of the land. social legislation, equal rights
for the minorities and peace with the Soviet Union, the Social
Democrats joined the opposition bloc unconditionally.

The capitulation of the Opposition to the oligarchy and the
capitulation of Social Democracy to the Opposition — boh
declared with one voice: “No united front with the Com-
munists!” — caused intense excitement among the industnd
workers but also among the adherents of the Democratic Op-
position itself and the trade unions. Later on the Social Demo-
crats felt compelled to agree as to a united front with the
worker’ and peasants’ bloc by forming the Socialist Unitarat
Bloc which then had to be included in the Opposition Bloc.
The chief thing however is that the social democratic and
opposition leaders also compelled by necessity. had to put WP
with the “Communists” carrying on within the opposition bio¢
a campaign for unmasking the treachery of these leaders.

The existing franchise is so arranged that voting agains!
the opposition implies voting for the ruling oligarchy. This i
why the workers’ and peasants’ bloc was compelled to fal_'
upon the workers and peasants to vote for the Opposition Blot:
At the same time however it revealed the tactics of the opposition
and showed that the regime of the oligarchy can only be over
thrown by the fight of the masses for the programme of th
worker and peasant bloc. The class conscious workers jo!
the oprosition in order not to give indirect help to the ghgarch}'-
The object of this was not to capitulate to the leaders of this
opposition, but in the first place to b the mobili-
sation of the masses who are still under the leadership of the
opposition. .
Results soon became evident. Above all, the fighting spiri
and the fighting capacity of the masses increased. Enthusiastic
meetings such as had not been seen since 1920, filled _the
leaders of the opposition with sheer horror. In some filsmd"
the electors took possession of the town-halls by foroe 10 ,°"1$
10 get hold of the ballot papers which had not been distribut
rest, the Vice
Burgonmaster was thoroughly thrashed. Apart from nuﬂm;l‘s
arrests, 7 persons met with their death in the course of ;oe
election. The campaign of the workers’ and peasams’ bioc o
the minimum demands already mentioned found a migthy
response.

e ————
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. According to figures, the candidates were declared elected
without election in 4250 out of 8400 mmmicipalities where the
opposition shumned a fight. In the lists these candidates
hqwever, nmumerous adherents of the opposition are side by side
with the Government agents, In the other 4000 municipalities
however, the greater part of the elected candidates were on the
lists of the Opposition Bloc. The decisive political success
however was achieved in the urban districts. In Bucharest and
all the provincial capifals the Opposition Bloc won with an
overwhelmig majority and also in almost all other towns.
The walue this political victory of the opposition and the
measure of the oollapse of the oligarchic bloc is brought into
relief by the fact that the majority of the inhabitants entitled to
vote were prevented from exercising their right. (Thus of the
800,000 inhabitants of Bucharest only 52,000 are entitled to the
franchise and 25,000 were admitted to the ballot!). Nevertheless
the opposition was almost unanimously elected in the stock
exchange and business district of Bucharest. In Kishinev, the
opposition received 92% of all the votes. In Bessarabia, the
Government party of the Liberals did not receive a mandate in a
single town.

This result- however is still far removed from reality. This
is proved by the fact that at the time when the agricultural elec-
tions  took place, the “Liberals” only gained 29 out of 76 seafts,
peasants with less than 3 hectars not being alowed tfo vote,
whereas at the present municipal elections, all the inhabitants,
including those without land, were entitled to vote. In conse-
quence the result would have been still less favourable for the
Liberals, especially as the Avarescu group belong to the Oppo-
sition Bloc. Strange thimgs must have happened if the landless
peasants voted against them.

But we must not allow ourselves any illusions, The oligar-
chy of the “Liberals” will not willingly vacate its position. The
municipal elections are only an attempt to legalise the conm-
tinuation of their rule, The attempt failed from the political
point of view. Shoudd it become necessary, it will resort to
illegal measures, it will not surrender the power, it must be
overthrown. Not the Crown, but the determined fight of the
masses must be regarded as the decisive factor, The democratic
Opposition parties, incduding the Social Democrats shut their
eyes to this fact. The masses of the people are in a difficult
position, threatened by the open dictatorship and exposed to the
treachery of the democratic leaders. They camnot be arrested
in their advance towards the Left.

The determined fight for the lucid slogans of the Communist
party must bear fruit. The C.P. of Roumania will not only be
generally recognised, as is the case at present, but will en{oy
the confidence of the mass of workers and peasants and of the
oppressed nationalities of Roumania, and it will lead these
masses imto a decisive fight against the oligarchy.

ECONOMICS

‘Economics and Economic Policy in the
Fourth Quarter of 1925.
By Eugen Varga.
IIl. Special Section.*)
(Conclusion.)

England.

. England’s economic position at the present time js the sub-
Ject of very conflicting opinions. Officially, optimism is proc-
laimed; but this optimism is but a very small voice in com-
parison with the alarm being sounded by many economists
possessing much knowledge of English conditions. It is not
easy 1o form a judgement. There appears however fo be a
certain degree of improvement.

. The output of the coal mines, in particular, has greatly
Increased during the last few months, as follows:

*) See “Inprecorr”. No. 12, 14 and 15.

Weekly output of the coal mines:
(million tons)

1925 - 1924
August S e o ... . 403 4,81
September . . . . . . . . 430 5,11
October . . . . . . . . 474 5,11
November . . . . . . . . 493 5,25
December . . . . . ... . 504 4,94

"In December the output exceeded that of the year before for
the first time, by 100,000 tonms; the production has thus been
in round figures 400,000 tons a moonth. In order that this result
might be attained, three million pounds of subsidy have had
to be paid over in this month, or approximately, 150 shillings
per ton of the increased output, or ienfold its value! The increa-
sed output is being paid for very dearly.

The iron and steel industry, iron and steel being taken to-
gether, has again diminished its output.

Production of the iron and steel industry: ’

(thous. toms)

Iron Steel
1913 monthly average . . . . . . 8% 639
1923 monthly average . . . . . . 620 707
1924 monthly average . . . . . . 610 685
1925 monthly aver: . . 1 616
1925 September . . . . . . . . 449 646
1925 October . . . . . . . . . 414 652
1925 November . . . . . . . . 494 654

1925 December

The yearly production has diminished from year to year.
A certain improvement became apparent towards the end oi the
year; it is reported that the iron works — such as are running
— have already sold their production up to the end of February.
Every effort is being made to revive the steel industry.. The
English railways have, for instance, submitted their orders
under the condition that English steel only is to be employed.
This is directed against the competition offered by French sted,
which is being sold in England at very low prices, owing to
the inflation.

In the ship building trade the situation is partiodarly un-
favourable. The tonnage in course of construction in the -
lish shipyards was less by 412,000 tons at the end of the year
than at the same time last year; and of the ships being built
02,000 tons, or 32,000 tons more than last year, were only being
worked upon at times, with interruptions. English shipbuilding
has not bzen at such low point since 1909. At the end of 1925
the fonnage in course of construction was as follows:

tons
Great Britain and Ireland 1,084,000 -
Ialy . . . . . . .. 310,000 .
Germany . 234,000
France . 167,000
Holland . . . 109,000
United States . 105,000

The machine building trade is not in a much better position.
The drastic reforms undertaken by the world famed firm of
Vickers is a characteristic symptont of the situation; this firm
has reduced its share capital by 12 million pounds.

The textile  industry has not yet succeeded in extricating it-
self from the crisis. The cotton mills have been working short
hours the whole year. The further shortening of working hours
from 395 to 35, proposed by the Committee, has, however, not
yet been accepted, the proposal failing to obtain the necessary
80% of votes. Instead of this there was a full week’s holiday
between Christmas and New Year. Since the New Year the Com-
mittee has renewed its suggestion of shorter working hours, and
has this time proposed a reduction to 30,5 hours weekly!

The uncertain prices obtaining in the raw cotton market
piace the cotton mills in a difficult position. The excelleat cotton
crop in America, combined with the fact that little business is
being done in finished goods, is raising expectaiions that the
price of raw cotton will again sink considerably. The mills do

" not care to lay in any great stores of yarn.
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: Fenglish cotton goods in China is being
severz?; fgl(t’?lc;“th(a)fbfge;rﬁling of the ygar the export still amoun-
sed to 27 million yards, but had sunk by August and September
to 8,7 million.

Unemployment.
Unemployment has decreased somewhat during the last
iew months, but there are great differences of opinion as to

whether this is to be ascribed to the stricter allotment of the
dole or not. The conservative miinister of labour at least does

not admit this to be the case.
The following figures show
the development of unemployment:

gz & 5
by — ~
5 g £82 2
53 2 E SeS 238
o S 1 Ze3 %
52 S u° <= Z
58 Ko< (thousands)
1924 1925 1924 1925 1924 1925 1925
Sept. . . 108 121 86 11,4 12 Oct. .. 1210 1259 Sept. . . 1424
Oct.. .. 11,1 114 87 13 2.Nov.. . 1223 1208 Oct.. .. 1354
Nov. .. It 11 86 il 21, Dec... 1169 1127 Nov. . 1310
Dec. .. 109 105 92 1l 11. Jan. . . 1280 122} e gy

When judging of the absolute number of unemployed, it
must be borme in mind that there is a large number of

paupers?):
End of 1924 . . . 1,071.900
End of 1925 (Nov.) . 1,297,003

An increase of 220,000. The unemployed, instead of being
given the dole, have obviously been reduced to pa'ipers!

Currency, money, and the capital market.

So far the return to the gold standard has had satisfactory
results. Although the aulumn months are tfhe season of raw
material purchases on a lavge scale, the outilew of gold out of
the country did not assume any dangerous dimensions, so that
it was possible fo raise the embargo on loreign loans. This is
another great step forwards to the possibility of England’s
regaining its position as banker of the world. We empasise: the
possibility only! For though the English bourgeoisie has made
great efiorts during the past few months {o compete with America
(see general section) with regard to foreign loans, the ex-
tremely adverse foreign trade balance, the war debt payments
to America, etc., afford little likelihood that England will be
successful in this competition.

Foreign trade and protective tariffs.

The deficit in English foreign trade has increased during
the last few months.

Foreign trade:

Total imporls  Total exports Deficit
. Mill. pound sterling
September 970 713 26,2
October . 1038 86G.5 233
November 114.7 745 40,2
“December 134,3 80.4 53.9

In December alone the deficit was considerably over a
milliard gold marks. In consideration of the reduction of English
investments abroad .this is an enormous sum. Consolation 1s sought
in the fact that a great amount of raw materials have been
imported.

The endeavour to improve the foreign trade balance by means
of protective duties encounters determined restistance on the
part of trading capital. Baldwin recently appeared on the scene
with a magnificent plan for the electrification of England, in-
cluding the concentration of the production of electricity in the
most competent works, etc. All kinds of expedients are being
suggested, buth the right wav has not vet been found?).

1) “Labour Gazetie”. Ofiic.al.
1) “The Times". 29. December 1923

The Work of the Coal Commision.

As is known a “Royal Commission” has been warking
since the middle of October. This is composed of:

Herbert Samuel, president, former governor in Palestine,

General H. A. Lawrence,

K. Lee.

The task of the commission is to investigate and report
on the economic situation in the coal industry and the circum-
stances influencing it, and to make suggestions for its impro-
vement. The antagonism between the workers and the capitalists
has, however, not been lessened by a hair’s breadth by the
negotiations of the commission. The programme of the capitalists
is diametrically opposed to that of the workers. :

The proposals of the employers, as summarised by the
President of the Commission, are to the following effectt):

. 1. The miners are fo work an hour longer daily without
extra. payment.

2. The wages of the miners are to be reduced.

3. The collieries are fo reduce their other expenses by 10%.

4. Railway freight rates are {o be reduced by 25%. (To this
end the employers demand a corresponding reduction in the
wages of the railwaymen, as in the wages of the miners. This
reduction is to be to 161% of the pre-war wage, so that it would
be lower than the real pre-war wage, the subsistence index figure
being between 175 and 180.)

The President of the Commission adds that the carrying out
of this plan further demands the immediate discharge of 100.000
niiners.

Besides this, the capitalists decline to enlertain the uniform
wage for the whole country, and wish the working conditions
to be determined according to the different districts.

The standpoint of the workers, as opposed fo this, is:

“Not a penny less aages, not a minute longer work.”

As means to this end the miners propose a plan worked out
by the miners, the Trade Union Council, the Labour Party, and
the Parliamentary fraction®), according to which the whole pro-
vision of the country with electric power, gas, and iuel oil, is to
be afiiliated fo the coal mining industry. A great power supply
uctwork is to be organised in connection with the coal mines.
In this manner the coal industry would be converted from a mere
producer of coal to one of its greatest consumers, and the crisis
would thus be solved. In order to carry out this system, the
organisation of the follwing authorities is proposed:

1. A power and transport commission composed of seven
experts, controlling the whole of the nationalised coal and power
system above skeiched.

2. A nationa! coal and power producing council, to replace
the existing boards of control,

3. A consumers’ council for the distribution of coal.

4. A coal export commission for foreign trade. .

The directors of the various works are to retain their posi-
tions, but as emplovees of the great new state undertaking,
and are to manage the separate mines in collaboration with 2
workers’ council.

In order that all these changes may be carried oui, the
whole coal industry is to be nationalised. The state is to ex-
chanee the shares of the coal mines, at market prices, for the
debentures of a loan to be issued “for the development of the
coal industry”. A cerfain portion of the sale price of the cg)a]
1s to serve for the pavment of the interest and principal; the price
of coal is {o determined by the coal council and the consumers
council; should they not be able to agree, the minister of trade
is to decide. )

. This plan is by no means revolutionary in our sense, Suic¢
it provides for compensation for the capitalists. It possesses 2
certain resemblance to Paldwin’s eleciritication plan. Both .,plans
fake as starting point the fact that Eneland’s coal export is not
capable of compeling permanently with the competition in the
world's markets, For the bourgeoisie the workers' plan is how-
ever impossible of acceptance, firstly on principle. and secondly

) Much comment has been raised by an extremely

pessimistic
article published by Harvey, the former Ambassador of the United

States in T.ondon. in the “North American Review”. in whic
he maintains Fngland’s decay as an industrial country.

) “Daily Herald”. 13. January 1926.

*) “Times”, 15. January 1926.
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because the compensation is to be based on the present extre-
mely low prices of the shares.

The coal question continues 10 be a profound cause of an-
xiety fo the bourgeoisie; a certain inclination is becoming appa-
rent to pay the subsidy for a further half year, in order to evade
the decision.

This solution is however endangered by the fact that this
year the English state finances are obviously going to be bur-
dened with a not inconsiderable deficit, whilst at the same time
the bourgeoisie is demanding a reduction of taxation.

The United States of America.

There is little of interest to report on the economic situation
in the United States during the last few months of 1925, beyond
the points touched upon in the general section. At the present
time there is a boom in America such as that country has never
yet experienced. All records have been beaten in many branches
of indusiry: the building industry has new buildings in haad to
the value of 6 milliard dollars; steel production shows an output
of 45,5 million tons for the year, increasing during the last few
months to an average of 50 million tons annually; and 6462
million dollars have been mewly invested in foreign trade and
other investments). “Not a cloud in the skv” is the general
expression of opinion to be heard in business quarters with
regard to the situation at the end of 1925

The following table gives a graphic survey ol the situation:

R

co Es .3 iz R
gReaon oo 9—o% =3
SzS&E2 822 Se2E2 %53
-=iad 7 223 2S5 27T
$255T5 &5 S 32 5°%
- 3 AN
1925 January 9.0 896 300
1925 July . 03,1 1030 530
1925 August 93,7 1124 500
1925 Sept. . 1 % — 650
1925 Oct. . 116 97 -— 520
1925 Now. 115 — 923 405
1925 Dec. . . . — — g6es ) —

This survey shows a definite improvement in the economic
situation. Almost every branch of industry participates equally in
the general progress. Even the textile industry, left far behind
for so long a time, has been swept into the general wave ol
prosperity by the excellent cotton crops.

We append the

production figures of the most important in-
dustries:

=2 ez e « £8 £:c3
L g e | § ¢iE
== £3 =] §§‘ g B ; £ ES
S g _;z’- E f_ = s= 2% 8 z=
January 1925 . . 51,9 74 3370 4199 213 590
July 1925 | 39,6 2064 3087 338 484
August 1925 . 45,0 Strike 2704 3424 222 4490
September 1925 . 46,8 ' 2726 3492 333 483
October 1925 . . 53,2 . 3023 3803 452 54
November 1925 . 50,8 . 3023 3047 391 543
December 1925 . — ’ 3250 3976 — 575

The steel indusiry has reached the highest point of the booni,
and yet the consumption has been so great that even this enor-
mous production of steel has proved insuificient. The number of
orders which the steel trust has on hand has greatly increased,
and foreign ijron has been sold in the United States in many
places, in spite of the high protective customs. :

‘) In the twelve montis ending 30. Nov. 1025, as per bulletin
of the National City Bank. January 1026,

) 12 till 19. December.

Steel industry:

Orders on hand
steel trust

Blast furnaces
working at end

1000 tons .of month
1925 January . . . . 5037 251
1925 july . .. . . 3530 190
1025 August . . . . ., 3513 192
1925 September . . . . 3717 200
1925 October. . . . . — —_—
1925 November . . . . 4582 —
1925 December . . 5033 234

Foreign trade.

Foreign trade brought fresh record figures during the past
year, and here the point of leading importance is, the great
increase of the imports. This is reason why the export surplus
is less than last year, although the export figures have also risen
greatly. Foreign trade has been as follows for the last few
months, with respect to the

trade in goods:

Import Export Export surplus
Million dollars
July . . 326 338 12
August . . . . 340 372 32
September . . . 349 42 73
October . . . 314 491 117
November . . . 377 448 71

Thus, despite the large investments of capital abroad. the
import of gold has once more greatly increased, as follows:

fmport and export of gold:

" 1925 1424
Import Export Import Export
September . 4,1 6,8 6,7 4.6
October 50,7 28,0 19,7 4.1
November . . 104 24,4 19,9 6,7
December . . 121,0 256,7 3090,4 220

Every available means is being used to standardise prodic-
tion, to lessen the number of types of products serviny oune and
the same purpose’). This is said to be to the advantage cf the
workers. Hoover maintains that in the United States the highest
real wages are being paid in the history of th: country,

Weak points in the boomn.

The capitalists — as is always the casc in a boom — oo of
the opimnion that these brillant conditions wiil last for ever. The
more sensible among them are, however, beginning to observe
weak points. A certain amount of uneasiness is being felt in parti-
cular with regard to the enormous speculations in building land
in Florida, and in buildings and building shares. Although the
building sites already sold ensure suflicient occupation for the
building trade for the first few months of 1:20, everyone is verv
well aware that there is a great deal ot wmisound speculation
involved. :
The second weak point is the pocition of the farmers. Tiw
wheat crop was exceedinglv small; the maize cron was on the
other nand extrentely large, but tirere is a difficulty in utilising it,
as last vear’s failure ol the maize crop caused the nunibes of
pigs to be greatly reduced. The farmers are dissatisfield with the
“organised” sale of agricultural products. In this connecion an
attempt is being made at reviving the farmers’ bloc in the Senate.

The third weak point is the strike of the amthracife miners,
now lasting for months, and the general discontent among the
workers. For in America there is not cnly the workers’ aristo-
cracy, actually able, at the present time, to save to a ceriain
extent. There are also innumerable miliions of badly puid wor-

") Hirsch in his book on “The American Economic Miracle”.
gwes some hitecesting figures. The momber of types produced
have leen redveed as tcliows

Beds with spring niaftresses from: 8 to J
Bricks frcm e 110 to |
Metal wash basins from . 1114 to 7

49 to 0

Milk jugs from .
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kers: negroes in the South, immigrants in the East. A crisis with
mass unemployment threatens. )

American capitalism is still on the upward trend. It is already
earning considerable gains from its imperialist expansion. This
improves the position oi the working class, especially of the
workers aristocracy. This fact is naturally detrimental to the
spread of revolutionary ideas, and to the success of the Commu-
« nist Party. But on the other hand it is nonsense, or mere apolo-
getics, to speak of an advance entirely free from crisis, or of the
disappearance of all class differences between the working ciass
and the bourgeoisie. It is true that American capitalism has been
working with brilliant success for the last decade; but it is
none the less subject to the umiversal laws of capitalist deve-

lopment.
China.

There is a widespread fermentation going on in the empire
of the four hundred mullions. The ruling generals appear on the
scene and vanish again with every variety of dramatic effect.
Every month brings new names, Every days brings fresh sen-
sations for the bourgeois press, though these generally prove
untrue within a few days. It is difficult to penetrate to the actual
truth. We shall make the attempt, but must emphasise, that lack
of knowledge of the language, and the extreme complicity of
events, render the possibility of error very great. The following
appears to be certain:

There is no central government in China. The empire has
fallen into separate pieces, in each region the social character of
the regime differs greaily, and the relations of forces change
rapidly. The anti-imperialist movement is gaining in strengti!
No . general can openly oppose this current. It is a current
which unites all classes in some regions; it is a people’s mo-
vement in the true sense of the word. It is only during the
development of the movement that the various elements divide
into classes. .

The most important
foliowing:

a) The Kuo Min Tang government at Canton. In social
character a workers’ and peasants’ government. Actively anti-
imperialist. Its position has been greatly strengthened by its
viclory over the counterrevolutionary geueral Cheng Tsu Ming,
who has been financed by England. The entire province of
Kwantung is subject to this government. It maintains excellent
relations with the Kwangsi province to the West. Towards the
North its power is extending. Its class character is becoming
more and more clearly defined®).

b) The anti-imperialist Feng government. The class character
of this government is not yet clear. The bourgeoisie is struggling
with the workers and peasants for decisive influence. The labour
movement and the formation of trade unions is permitied where
this government rules. It possesses its firmest stronghold in
Inner Mongolia, with powerful fulcrums in the “People’s Armies”
of Homan, Hunan, etc., where the Kuo Min Tang influence is
increasing. At the end of the year iis power extended to the
" province of Chili, with Peking and Tientsin. : )

c) The Japanese bourgeois government of Chang Tso Lin.
The class character of this government is purely capitalist. The
labour movement is forcibly suppressed. The main hasis of this
- government is Manchuria. During the struggles of the past few
months Chang Tso Lin has been pressed kack out of Centrai
China into Manchuria by Feng and the national armies. The
insurrection of one of his generals threatened to overthrow his
regime entirely. Japan came to his help. Under the pretext of
protecting Mukden and the railway. Japan sent troops, well
equipped with aeroplanes and every armament, along the railway
between Chang Tso Lin and his opponerts, thus enabling Chang
Tso Lin to defeat the rebels. (The intelligence at our disposal is
too scanty to enable a judgment to be formed as to whether the
insurrection was solely concerned with the generals. or whether
it had a national or social background.)

d) These are the three firmly established governments in
China. Besides these there are two national bourgeois govern-

cemtres of power appear to be the

9) Extremely characteristic is a protest strike on the part of
the bourgeois professors and students of the Canton umiversity,
against the Bolshevist influence of the government on the uni-
versity. It may possibly be a lie. The strike resolution is published
in the Bulletin Quotidien, 20, January 1926.

YOS e T

ments, under the generals Sun Tchuan Fang and Wu Pei Fu
in the Yangtse valley. Sun Tchuan Fang holds his position at the
mouth of the Yangtse at Shanghai; and unites five of the most
populous provinces mmore or less firmly in his hand. Here
the organisations of the workers and peasants are forbidden,
and the regime is capitalist, though with at least the outward
appearance of anti-imperialism, It is somewhat remarkable that
the European press appears to prefer to pass over in silence the
coming into existence of a new bourgeois centre in China
Farther towards the West Wu Pei Fu sits and waits.In the re-
maining portions of China some dozen generals continue to rule
in the traditional manner. The national imperialist and social
movements are just beginning to penetrate into these interior
regions of China,

The great question of whether the national Chinese revolution
is going to develop into a bourgeois China, or into a China of
the workers and peasantry, is still undecided.

The progress of capitalist development.

Capitalist development ocontinues, despite the revolutionary
fermentation and the civil wars. In 1925 the seaport dues brought
in receipts 270,000 taels in excess of 1924. The seat of this
source of revenue has however shifted considerably. Trade has
gone mostly to the Northern ports, whilst the receipts of
Shanghai, Canton, Hankow and Swatow have greatly declined!).
These facts agree with the expectations expressed in our last
report. Despite the ‘“chaos” painted in blackest shades by the
English, the economic development of the country progresses.

A certain insight into economic events may be gained from
the periodicals published in the Ewglish language by the Peking
government!!). (It is a characteristic fact that all information
refers to separate provinces only, never to the whole of Chim!)
It may be seen from these periodicals that serious attenipts are
being made at improving agriculture, sheep breeding, and the
irrigation of the rice fields. The greatest calamity appears to be
the continous depreciation in value of the tremendous masses
of copper money placed in circulation by the various generals.

In Shanghai the number of copper coins paid to the tael has
been as follows:

1. June 1917 . 1785
1. January 1923, 2425
1. January 1924 . 2430
L. January 1925 . 2790
1. October 1925 . 3400

The “Bulletin” for 31. October 1925 (page 287) states that the
depreciation during the past year has been due to the excessive
coinage in Manchuria and the continuous stream of low value
copper coins from there. As a rule the workers are paid on
the copper coin standard. This has been the cause of much of the
unrest, as the many strikes show, but the rises in wages
attained by the strikes have not kept pace with the ncreased
prices.
The official organ of the government acknowledges that the
position of the workers is worsened by the drepreciation of the
copper money.

The position of the peasanfs.

Much light is thrown upon the hard lot of the peasantry by
a resolution passed at the Kuo Min Tang Party Congress I
October 1925. Here we read:

“H. Ecomomic questions, The worst of the economic
evils suffered by the peasants may be enumerated as iolldws.-

1. The high rates of interest. In the district of Shm;
chingfu 60% interest is demanded for a tael Sflm?“'m
smaller than a Heikwan tael, and in the Luichow district as
much as 90% is demanded. When the father dies, the son has
to pay his debts. Thus it often happens that whole gene-
rations have to work paying off debts.

19) “Times”. 4. January 1926. he
1) “The Chinese Economic Bulletin” (monthly) and ted

“Chinese Economic Monthly”. Both of these periodicals are issu
by the Bureau for Fconomic Information of the Peking G0
vernment,
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2. The mouey lending system. The general rate paid for
loans is 30 cemts monthly, the terms being exceedingly short,
and the value given for the objects pledged extremely
small.
3. The monopoly of sale and purchase possessed by the
compradores. These buy up the agricultural products in great
quantities at low prices; they sell manure, clothing, and
implements in small quantities at high prices. The worst is
that they sell rice at high prices.

4. The general and special taxes. The temant farmers,
semi-holders and agricultural labourers have a heavy burden
of taxation to bear.

a) The agricultural labourers.

These earn 10 Chinese dollars in a vear, working daily
from early morning till late at night. The women and juvenile
workers earn very mwuch less than this, the latter often
nothing at all. (All agricultural labourers receive their food,
but this is miserable and scanty.)

b) The tenmant farmers,

These are only permitted to retain 40% of their crops,
the remaining 60% is pocketed by the landowners. The
tenants have to deposit 40 dollars for every mou of land
rented. Besides this, the lease<contains stipulations on the
number of hens and ducks, and on a certain quantity of wine,
to be delivered over to the landowner. The tenant has to
deliver the crop touthe landowner without any compensation
for the work, and has to invite the landowner 16 a good meal
when he comes to estimate the crop. Large measures are
used for measuring the crops. The fees are not reduced when
the crops fail or other catastrophes occur. Where demands
have been made for reduction in such cases, bloody fighting
has offen been the result, and many peasants have been sent
to prison.

A lease system especially oppressive for the ferant far-
mers is the following: companies lease large tracts of land,
and sublet these to other lease holders. This system is
especially prevalent in the Sun YatSen territory, Where the
land is leased directly from the landowner, tge tenant has
to pay perhaps 12 dollars, but here he has to pav 16 dollars.
Where lease companies of this kind are formed, the land-
owner demands that even the former individual {enants
should pay the rent to the company, as this is wore con-
venient for him. In the Sun Yat Sen disirict two lease com-
panies possess the whole of the land. Many tenamts have
lost their land through this system.

¢) The peasants.

As these own their land, they have to pay land taxes,
besides a supplementary levy to the province. Then there
are levies for the support of the standing army, the militia,
the occupation troops, the guard troops, efc.. over 30 diffe-
rent kinds in all. And finally licencss permitting the sale
of goods have to be paid. The land tax has to be paid in
advance. In many districts of the province of Kwangtung
this has already been done up to 1931%).”

The organisation of the peasants is making rapid progress.
The struggele between the landowners, the rich farmers, and the
great mass of the poor peasantry, is arousing the profoundest
agitation in the Chinese villages.

The Tariff Conlerence.

In the midst of revolution and civil war the representatives
of the nine powers assembled, at the aend of October, to
negotiate with China in accordance with the Washington agree-
ment — after 3. years — on the higher duties. The amounts
of the duties which China may impose are defermined by the
European powers. The tarifi receipts are administered by the
foreign maritime duty adwinistration, and serve in the first
place to ensure payment of the interest on foreign loans. The
Peking governm:nt receives what is left. The duties form 35%
of the receipts of the Chinese budget.

The Tarifi Conference began on 25. October, but as a result
of the civil war it has scarcely made any progress as yel.
The following is of importance: )

Wang, mimsier for foreign affairs in the nominal cenfral

government, demanded:

) Translatzd by comrade Liau in a special report.

1. Full tariff autonomy.

2. Abolition of the Likien (imland duties) from 1. Ja-
nuary 1920 onwards, simultaneously with the introduction of
tha autonomous Chinese tariff.

3. Until this time: 5% increase on the duties for ordinary
goods, 30% on tobacco and wine, 20% on articles of luxury,
in addition to the existing 5% duties®®).

To this it should be observed that the abolition of the inner
duties is a demand made by the imperialist powers, and unless
this demand is acceded to the powers, the latter refuse to
permit the maritime duties to be raised. Bu! since these Likien
form the main source of income of the local governments, they
cannot be abolished. The whole is a piece of sabotage on the
part of the powers. .

The powers were unable to arrive at any uniform stand-
point. Their interests are opposed. America is the most com-
pliant, for since 1t is not occupying any part of China, it is
frez to be in favour of the “open door”, and of “like terms
for all”. In this connection the demand made at the tariff
conference by MacMurray, the American delegate, must be
mentioned: “The amount of the land duties at the present time
equal to two thirds of the maritime duties should be made
uniform with the maritime duties™).” This is directed chiefly
against Soviet Russia, but at th: same time against France in
the South. .

The occupation of Peking by Feng’s troops interrupted the
“work of the conference”, if not formally, then actually.

The impotent rage of the English.

English imperialism suffers most severely from the revo-
lutionary movement. The trade of Homg Kong, the centre of
British power in South China, is rapidly falling off. During the
quarter ending with September the trade of this port was as
follows's):

In thousand pounds:

1923 1924 1925
Import 15.114 20.094 11.123
Export 15.850 16.242 7574

Trade has falien off by approximately one half. Reference
has already been made to the fact that the export of cotfon
stuffs to China from England had sunk from 27 million yards
per month at the beginning of the year to 8.2 millions in August
and September.

English trade
by smuggling.

The “Morning Post’, in two articizs (14, and 20. Januarv
1926) making =2 furious aftack upon the Canton goverpmnient. -
deals with the fact of the complete ioss of British prestige and
trade in Southern China. The “Morning Post” admits that
business has come 1o a complete standstill in Hongkong. British
ships caniiot unload in Canton and Swatow. The first nremise
for doing business in South China today is that the trader is
not an Englishman. Can anvthing be more degrading? asks
the “Morning Post”, and further laments the complete failure
of British diplomacy. and the fact that the Union Jack has
lost its meaning for the Chinzse’s).

The “Morning Post” is even more emaged at the fact
that in Swatow Fnglish ships have unshipped their cargoes
tnder foreign flags! Complete bankruptcy of British prestige.
But business is business, and bears away the victory over
national sentiment!

The changed situation in China is best characterised by
the fact that an armed intervention is nol ventured upon. The
“Morning Post™, a conservative paper otherwise delichtzd to
back up British prestige by the call to arms, observes that
the situation 1s one of extreme difficulty. since firm action taken
amainst Canion would prebably set on fire the whole of
Northern China. where the hoveott is now ccming to an end').

in Southern China cai only be carried on .

2y “Times”. 20. Noveniber.

1) “Times”. 4. Noventher 1025,

5) “Eeonomist”. 10, December 1023,
%) “Morning Post”. 14. January 1026.
17) “Morning Post”. 14. January.
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The “Tunes” shows an even clearer grasp of the situation
in admitting®) that in China a policy at long sight must be
pursued Many Englishmen resident in China, alarmed by the
events, demand a decisive and overpowering British initiative
in China, in accordance with some vehement assurance. They
think that the great anti-English campaign last Summer should
provoke a really demonstrative prool of active British partici-
pation. These views possess a certain justification, but.... and
here the “Times” comes to the real truth... but it is nonsence
under present circumstance to dream of trying to change or
control the complicated process of the alteration in the mnatiomal
life of the people of Asia by means of a few gun boats and a
few regiments. English policy contains no plans for an armed
intervention.

This declaration on the part of the “Times” is the diplo-
niatic expression of recognition of the fact which we have long
since emphasised: China is no longer defenceless! Hence the
altered language of the imperialists. A people of 400 million
human beings, even if deficiently armed, is none the less a great
power.

)
PO F g%y

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY

The Woman Worker and the Trade Union.

By Isa Stasser.

The technical development which is miaking both the skilled
worker and the completely untrained labourer, who does heavy
physical work. more and more superfluous whilst it creates a
steadily increasing demand for mechanical workers, results in
the fact that there is an ever growing demand for women
workers. The lowering ol the standard of living which has
taken place i most countries since the war and at the same
time the growing claims of broad sirata of the workers have
the effect that the supply of female “hands” is increasing equally
steadily.

The result is an increase -— slow il is true, in comparison
to the tempestuous pace during war time — of women’s work.
not omly in the women's industries, textile industry, clothing
industry etc. but also in those which were actually only con-
quered by women during the war, the metal industry, chemical
industry and others. In Germany for instance the percentage of
women employed in the manufacture of metals increased from
0.2% in 1917 to 10.1% in 1920. In England, the number of
wonien emploved in the metal industry increased between 1014
and 1921 by H.4%, in the chemical industry 7% more women
were employed in 1923 than in 1914, In the United States, the
number of women employed in the iron and steel indusiry was
more than doubled between 1910 and 1920, an increase such as
has taken place in no other occupation.

Immediately  atier the war there was in many countries.
espectally in those with inflation of curreucy a reduction in the
dilicrence between the wages of men and women. Nowadays an
opposite tendency is evident throughout the worid. In Germany,
Apstria, tngland and the United States the employers are syste-
matically aiming at increasing the diflerence between the wages of
skilied and unskilled workers. men and women, thus satisiying
the aristocracy of Labour at the expense of the great mass of
workers of both sexes.

The comsequence is thal tie - danger of expensive men's
iabour being ousted by chexp women’s labour 1s growing,
especially 'n those countries — Austria, England, Germany

in which chronic unncplovment is paralysing the power
of resistance of the workers. This dinger is all the greater
kecause 1he woman worker is prepared. as a rule. not only
ty work for lower wages but also for lonzer hours than her
piate competitor.  In Switzerland in 1024, 867, of all @he
persons emploved in the knifting industry, an industry in which
mainlyv ‘women are employed. worked for more than 8 hours,
whilst in the engineering indusiry onlv 9% ol all those
emploved exceeded the 8 hours day. In England alco it is the
industries which predominantly employ woinen, in which the
rule of the 48 hour weck is most frequently broken.

14} “Times”. Leading arlicle 27. February 1025

e~ .

The worker who is educated on social democratic linc:
has learnt from Bebel that it is unsocialist to fight against
women’s work, that women’s work is a “historical necessity™
that the thing to do is to turn the women from mean com-
petitors into revoiutionary fellow-workers. The social demo-
cratic worker of to-day, however, has forgotten this as he
has forgotien much else. Even the communist worker has
not yet completely grasped it.

If this were not so, it would be imipossible that, whenever
unemploymienmt  reaches a certain degree in a oountry, the
campaign against the “double earmer”, the working mariied
woman. breaks out with absolutely automatic promptitude. Were
it otherwise, it would be impossible for there to be so cras
a disproportion between the number of women organised in
trade umions and the number of working women in Germany
and England, France and America. In England, women workers
represent 23% of the total nunber of persons employed, but
only 14% of those organised. In America only 3% of the
working women are organised in trade unions. Even in Ger.
many, where the conditions of trade union organisation are
better than in the Anglo-Saxon countries, women form only 207%
of the members of trade unions, whereas they represent almosl
30% of the employed persons.

It is true that in England, and there especially under ihe
pressure of the minority movement, in France also and recently
even in Germany, for reasons into which we will not enter
in more defail now, increased eforts are being made to
attract more women into the trade unions. With very poor
results however! In England, in the last year reported on.
1923/24, the number of women organised in the trade unions has
decreased by 1% in comparison with the total number of persons
thus organised; the same is true of Germany. In Austria alone
can a relative increase be reported, that is {o say, the number
of male members of the trade unions has decreased more thas
that of female menibers. The percentage of women trade union
tunctionraries and members of factory councils is very small
everywhere, especially when compared with what has Deen
achieved, by hard systematic work, in the Soviet Unioa.

It is not to be expected that the trade unions which are
petrilizd in bureaucratic formalism and which only make de
mands on their members without having anything to offer
them. would exercise any power of attraction on the masses
of working women. In order however to restore to the trade
unions their . character of active fighting organisations, it is
necessary to do everything in our power to attract wonen
workers into the trade unions and make them active participants
in the work of the trade wmions

It is not the object fothese lines to enter into details as
to how that can be done. We would only briefly call attention
to two points: 1. the basis of all trade union work among
women must be the factory nucleus, 2. it is not a case of
training women as high trade union functionaries — according
to the socialist pattern — it is a question of sttmulating the
iowest unskilled woman worker, literally the lowest in the
factory and in the trade union to revolutionary self-activity. (One
of the most important ways of achieving this is the organisa
tion of the working women correspondent movement).

There is probably no section of the working class who
suifers so severely from the dismemberment of the working
class and the impotence of the trade unioms, as the working
woman; there is therefore no section of the workers who are
interested to the samie extent in the establishment of a unite
fighting front, the establishment of trade umion unity as the
working women.

It is to the advantage of the working women that they
are tfo-day less educaled on wrong political lines than the
workers; ‘they are therefore more capable of assimilating f'hf
simple broad idea of trade union unity. This does not howewt}f
mean that they are ready for it everywhere. They are of Co‘;lr"e
- politically “untrained “as they are — more susceptible than
their nule comrades 1o the influence of clever demagog;;esr
especially when the latter understand how tfo appeal to “th'?h
“womanly feelings”. The large number of adherents W Iu-
German and Austrian social democracy and trade union burea
cracy still have among the women workers, and just amm;g
tle women workers, is sufficient evidence of this. The W""“ive
workers therefore are no more likely than the men fo_{ar;ﬂd
“of their own accord” at the idea of trade umion uniy
to take up the cudgels for it.

—— i —— =
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Hard, unrelenting, systematic work is necessary to win them
over to this idea. In England a good part of this work has
already been done. In Germany, the crisis which is growing
from week to week, the armaments of reaction, are creating
more and more favourable conditions for this work. In Austria,
the happily “recoamstructed Austria”, which has to-day the
relatively highest unemployment figures in the world, in France
and in Czechoslovakia, economic development is working in
the same direction. )

Women’s Day this year will only fulfil its object if, making

use of thes favourable conditions, it forms the prelude to a

campaign on a large scale for :trade umion unity among the
working woinen.

| The Exhibition for International

Women’s Day.
: By G. G. L.

International Women’s Day will be a day of retrospection

for the women workers and peasant women of the Soviet Union,
1 day of looking back on a mighty piece of development and
work — the effects and results of which have become parti
cularly evident during the past year — in every sphere. The
working women of the Soviet Unmion are experiencing and
feeling this development, this rich blossoming and growth, this
uniolding of a thousand forces which were hitherto unsuspected
and unknown — as Lenin prophesied and foresaw: “There is
no doubt that there is far more talent for organisation, i. e. far
more persons capable of some kind of practical construction
among the women workers and peasants than we suspect.”
They feel as part of their own intimate experience the bursting
forth of this new source of life and its fructiiying effect.

At the last Party Congress of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union, long columns of figures, multifold descriptions
bore witness to this development. Figures such as those re-
garding the increase of the number women delegates:

1924/25 in 11 districts 80,773 women delegates
1925/26 in 11 districts 146,226 women delegates

are impressive and convincing at the moment when they are
heard but are all ioo soon forgotten and obliterated. Photo-
graphy gives more vivid impressions. In addition to the figures,
thousands of photographs have been sent from all parts of
the vast Soviet State to the Women’s Department of the C. P.
of the Soviet Union, photos of all spheres of life and of the
development of the women workers and peasants of the Workers’
State. These photos are of course not intended to remain in
the Soviet Union but will be sent out as witnesses of the mew
life, in the construction of which the women workers and
peasants of Russia are taking an ever increasing share.

On International Women’s Day the working women of the
whole world are to receive a vivid impression of the recon-
struction of life, of the new habits of lile of women in the new
Soviet State. A new way of life is forming more and more
clearly, growing out of the new forms of production and of
social organisation.

The pictures which show this development were collected
ifo a great international exhibition and distributed with other
material, first of all to seven countries — four in the West:
Germany, England, France and Czechoslovakia, three in the
East: China, Japan, Mongolia.

Three young artists mounted the photograhs with loving
care and understanding. The pholos were divided into diffe-
rent groups and each group arranged and pasted on a separate
sheet of cardboard, for instance “Woman conquers the Factory”,
or “The New Life”, or “Children are our Future”.

Woman conquers the factory in many ways — as a
delegate, as a member of the factory council, as a skilled worker
after she has attended a trade school or a training workshop.
We see the women workers of the Soviet Union in the factory
— discussing an annual report of the factory council, we see
her learning in the training workshops of the faclory, at the
most complicated machines and see her finally as manager of
the factory — it becomes clear to us that in the Workers’ State.
woman is not at a disadvantage as compared with man, that
the path of free activity and the development of her capabilities

. Lo oiding

\

in accordance with her gifts lies open to her. The Soviet State
has given her all the rights which the proletarian women of
the West are still desperately struggling to obtain. This libe-
ration of the working women from any kind of oppression has
not only given them more favourable counditions of living but
has aiso raiscd their general standard of culture and given
all their forces a chance of expanding. Hundreds of photos
bear witness to this development of the activities of the women
workers and peasants, their participation in puoblic life, their
emancipation from the fetters of the family.

The women workers of the Soviet Union have not only
won for themselves more favourable positions in the factories,
growing mumbers of them have joined the selected bodies of
the Soviet State in the Soviets of towns, villages, municipalities
and districts and are thus doing work of vital importance for
the State and the community. Lenin’s saying that every woman
should be trained fo govern the State is thus already being
realised directly and thousandfold. Inmumerable pictures show
how it is just the women who represent the active and creative
forces; that they help to found Cooperatives — two special
mounts are devoted to the share of women in the construction
of the Cooperatives — that they have the initiative to establish
creches and to carry through the electrification of towns and
villages, to form productive Cooperatives for work and home-
work, even in the Far East, in the autonomous Soviet Republics
of Central Asia, where women until recently were still veiled
and lived secluded &rom all public life and in complete depend-
efice on man,

Tire liberation of these oppressed numbers of women in
the East, their awakening to politics and to an interest in the
community is of special significance as regards the revolu-
tionising of the whole of the East. Fine coloured posters, pic-
turing the life of these women under the kunout of the Czars in
the past and under the Soviet Power at present, the object of
which is further to educate from the hygienic and cultural
point of view, give an idea of the work of enlightenment of
the Soviet State and the C. P. of the Soviet Union among these
most oppressed of the oppressed masses of the Oriental peoples.

- The exhibition offers a wealth of such posters of supreme
artistic qualities and beauty, which help in the enlightenment
of the broad masses of women in the Soviet Union and which
will leave a lasting and vivid impression on all beholders. This
impression is reinforced by a series of diagrams which clearly
demonstrate the growth of the number of women delegates, of
the share taken by women in the Soviets of the village and the
districts and in the Cooperatives.

The mounts devoted to the Press show specially fine and
impressive pictures. The women's Press in the Soviet Union
is very extensive, two newspapers and 14 journals are published
in_enormous editions of 300,000—400,000 copies. They have
coloured wrappers which are constantly changed. These pictures
have been cut out, beautifully arranged and mounted. Like the
photos, they also bear witness to the animated movement which
is stirring up the masses of women in the Soviet Union, to the
fullness of the many-sided thriving life which is sprouting forth
in all parts of the vast territory of the Soviet Union, even .in
the smallest village. .

Though this exhibition is specially devoted to the acti-
vities, the life and the enlightennient of woman. it offers much
niore, it offers a picture of the reconstruction of life in the
Soviet Union altogether, of the method and character of
economtic construction, of the new way of life of the workers
and peasants of the Soviet Union under the Red Banner of
the liberated Workers’ State.

Krestintern and International Women’s Day.
To Peasant Women Throughout the World.

Sisters and Fellow peasant women.

Sisters and fellow working women of the fields.

Since times immemiorial the peasantry of all countries (ex-
cept now in the U.S.S.R.) is groaning under the heavy yoke
of the landlords and wealthy capitalists. Particularly hard is the
Jot of the peasant woman. Besides the work in the field and in
the garden, she has to bear all the duties of the household and
of the rearing of children, her back bending under the yoke
of perpetual oppression, endless cares and total disfranchisemenat.
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She does not know how to attain a better life, how to raise
her voice and to complain about the sore trials of her existence.

Her fate is decided by those who exploit her.

In the so-called ‘‘civilised” countries where the bourgeoisie
is in the saddle, as for instance, in France, Italy and other
countries, the women are still without elegtoral rights. In the
majority of the Eastern and colonial countries the woman is
still under complete subjection. She is deprived of all human
rights. Even in countries where the women formally enjoy elec-
toral rights, the working women cannot benefit by them. Because
the endless toil and drudgery, and all the circumstances of
bourgeois society, prevent the working woman from taking part
in public and political life.

Sisters and fellow peasant women. it is time to put an end
to this slavery.

Open your eyes to what is going on around you, and you
will become convinced that the source of your slavery is to be
found in the land-lords and the capitalists. Their wealth was
gained over your curved spines.

ft is they who burden you with unbearable taxes.
It is they who write the laws which enslave you.

It is they who engineer wars in-which your husbands, sons
and brothers perish.

It is they who put on the shoulders of widows and orphans.

the whole burden of the reconstruction of the economic ruin
caused by war. .

When the exploiters made war and asked for the blood of
the peasants, they promised them land.

The land has taken away your bread winners. But did the
exploiters carry out their promises? Did they improve your
position, fellow peasant women?

No, the yoke has grown even heavier, and poverty crushes

_ You worse than ever. Many of you seek salvation in flight from

the village fo the town. But there they get into the even worse

slavery of the exploitation of cheap labour in the factories, .or

of menial service ini the houses of the rich, or they swell the

ranks of the unemployed women. for whom street-life. starvation
and shame lie in wait.

There is only one way out of the situation.
The fight for your rights, the fight for your emgncipation.

Ounly with your own hands can you, the peasant women,
securs your right to a human existence.

This has aiready been realised by many women. In Bul-
garia, Spain, Poland. Turkey. Morocco. China and a number
of othér countries, the peasant women are already Tghting
shoulder to shoulder with the peasants and working womei,
waging a heroic revolutionary struggle for the general welfare
of the workers. Although their number are stll few, and only
the most conzcious women are active, nevertheless the dawn
is already drawing nigh. The sunlight of consciousness wiil
illunnue hundreds of millions of peasant women throughout the
world, and the revolutionary struggle of the workers and
peasants for a better world will then assume an unparalleled
swing. The hour will then come for the emancipation of all
the toilers.

Sisters ang fellow peasant womnten,

The 8th of March is the infernational festival of the working
women and peasant women who are no longer willing to live
in bondage. - noe

The Sth of March is the curfew which calls the wonien to
the fight for emancipation.

This dav should become in all countries in the towns as
well as in the villages, the festival of festivals. On 1this dav the
asant women quit their domestic drudgerv. solemnly leave
their gloomy coftazes, and join the ranks of the marchers under

the red bhanners. with jovous calls and songs of freedom and

the retellion against slavery,

The Sth of March is the bright dawn of woman's emancipa-
tion. On this day the toiling women of vitlage and city send
their representatives from the cities to the villages and from the

villages to the cities, in token of solidarity and aMiance of the
toiling women of the city and village. Because only in close al-
liance with the working women of the city will you attain the
victory over your common foe.

Sisters and fellow peasant women.

The International Peasants’ Council (Krestintern), the al-
liance of the world’s revolutionary peasantry formed in 1923 with
the participaticn of representatives of the peasantry of 40 coun-
tries in the capital city of the only Workers’ and Peasants’ State
in the whole world, Moscow, has for one of its fundamenta! tasks
the struggle for the emancipation of the peasantry.

Not a few women took part in the founding of the Peasants’
International.
~ On the 3rd year of its existence the Peasants’ International
1s organising a special section for work among peasant women
-- the women’s Section of Krestintern - thereby meeting the
wishes of hunrdreds of millions of peasant women throughou
the world.

The 8th of March in the present year will be miarked by

the world-wide celebration of the founding of the Women’s Sec-
tion of Krestintern, the Red Star pointing to the peasant women
the road towards freedom.
«  On this day the peasant women throughout the world should
think of the ways and means to get redress for their grievances,
to shake off the chains of bondage, and, emulating the example
of the peasant women and working women of U.S.S.R., to win
complete emancipation and complete equality.

_On this day the peasant women throughout the world should
realise that the first condition for their emancipation is in crea-
ting Women’s sections, branches of the Women’s Section of the
Krestintern, in all the peasants’ organisations, political, economic
and educational,

_ On this day across the ficlds and meadows, across moun-
tains and valleys and forests. in all the languages of the world.
but in the common language of the toiling women, there should
resound like a thumder-storm the unanimous call from millions
of peasani women:

_ Down with the criminal power of the wealthy spiders of
village and town!

Down with the capiialists and the landlords!

The whole power to the peasants and the workers! )

Peasant woman, take into your hands the fate of yoursell
and your children! N

Peasant woman, fight against imperialism, which takes away
from you vour ‘son, your husband and vour brother. Down
with war. down with armaments! Down with the unbearable
burden of taxes which go 1o benefit the bourgeois and landlord
State!

The land to the peasants and peasant women!

Down with darkness and superstition, the weapon of the
domination by the enemies of the people!

Equalitv for women in married life. in the family amd in
the State! .
~ Peasant woman, fight for the protection of female labour.
for the protection of motherhood and infancy.

Peasant woman, fight for the participation in the govern
ment of the village, the county, the district and the State. and.
side bv side with your menfolk, build the foundations of the
Workers’ and Peasants’ Government.

Long live the close alliance of
countries! .

Long live peace and brotherhood of the toilers throughout
the world! ) ] ]

Long live the infernational revolutionary organisation of
peasant women! ,

Long live Krestintern, the defender of the peasant Womfn;

Peasant women and working women of the world, umte:

_Peasant women, organise yourselves!

The Presidium of the Infernational Peasants’ Council
{Krestintern),

The Women’s Section of Krestiniém.

peasant women of all
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