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The Murder of the Soviét Couriers and the
Home Secretary of Latvia.

By L. Trotzky.

A murderous attack was made in the train — in more than
mysterious circwmstances — on two of our diplomatic couriers,
two soldiers of the proletarian revolution, with the obvious in-
tention of taking possession of their diplomatic luggage. They
had hoped to find in the sealed trunks documents which would
expose the Soviet Government before the capitalist world and
they calculated — with every justification — that, should it be
necsssary to pay for such a treasure by murdering the Soviet
couriers, their deed would be appreciated and paid for in material
values by capitalist public opinton and its organs, It is a question
of secondary importance whether they expected to find, apart
from valuable documents and. for instance, some quantities of
explosives, gold for their own personal use. They must have
kncwn that there would be no lack of gold when they produced
the “objective evidence”. The mechanism of the crime leaves
uot the slightest room for doubt.

The couriers of the Soviet Republic showed that they had
been trained in a good school. Although the situation had been
prepared in every wav for the crime, the soldiers of the revolution
did not let themselves ke taken by surprise. In spite of being
exposed to an attack which was quite extraordimary in its perfidy.
they felled both bandits to the ground (is it true that there were
only two of them?). They paid heavily for their devotion to duty.
Theodor Nette was killed, Johann Machmastal was seriously
wounded. But they defended that which had been entrusted to
them. and the heart of everv Soviet citizen beat, not only with
indignation but also with pride over the first reports about the
crime, This is whai thev are like — the soldiers of the revolu-
tion!

The scene then opens on the second act. The Latvian
Minister of the Interior appears on the scenes. He knows for
certain that the only object of the attack was a comimoa crime.
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He commmunicates this to the Press. And the Latvian Press re-
peats the shrewd explanations of the Latvian Minister of the
Interior which ‘are copied by the Press of the whole capitalist
world which is so disinterested and honest. Whence did the
Minister get his firm. conviction? And why was he in such a
hurry to communicate it even before the results of the investi-
gation were known? Not why but with what object? That is
hcw the question should be put. The Minister evidently intends
fo turn the investigation into a channel which suits his purposes.
The investigation 1s to be put on ths track of a common crime.
With what purpose? In order to avert it from the political aim.
The Minister 15 in such a hurry that it looks as though his in-
fention were to wipe out all traces. One would think that even
the most hardened tourgeois would suppose or take for granted
that politics were at the back of this crime. One would think
that the Minister in his official polition would feet himself bound
to be cauticus if not unprejudiced, to retrain from counclusions
as fo the aims and purposes of the attack until the investigation
is commpleted. Not a bit of it; the Minister does not condescend
to wait. The failure of this attack planned by some person unk-
nown and paid for with blood, caused him completely to lose
his self-control. Instead of sitting cautiously at the telephone,
listening calmly and answering quietly. the Minister rushed into
the street with the following words: “The attack has the pro-
nounced character of a common crime. I, the Minister of the
Interior for Latvia, say so!”

We believe that the Minister wnderstands these affairs; but
we do not believe his words. He is too excitable. His conduct
is not only strange but monstrous. Behaviour of this kind should
attract the attention of the officials who are conducting the affair.
The examining judge ought to take evidence from the Minister
himsell, of course as a witness. For the present in the character
of a witness ... Or should it be in that of an expert?

POLITICS

England, the Ally of Horthy Hungary.
By L. Katz (Vienna).

Horthy's representative at the London Embassy, Count Zichy-
Rubido, repudiated with indignation recently in tie “Daily
Herald” the accusations that the Hungarian Bethlen government
was in any way involved in the Franc forgery affair.

Truly, one must question in what way the international bank
note forgery gang who recently have been discovered in a fresh
deed, pass themselves off as honorable men in the bourgeois
sense of the word.

The exposed Hungarian counter-revolution produced, aiter
the first discoveries violent convulsions. It appeared as if the
whole compromised system would be overthrown, The cowardly
Hungarian opposition itself began to protest in a niore energetic
manner. thev demanded the inmediate resignation of Bethlen
and Horthy. Bethlen himself vacillated, adopted some tactical
measures. but suddenly took up courage and went over to the
counter-offensive. He declared that he was not inclined to vield
10 the oppositional demands, he would stay at his post, even that
i, would not dismiss anv Cabinet Minister, even though anv
_one of them ke so compromised as he was himself.

How has this striking turn in Hungarian home politics come
2bout? From where has Bethlen, who is <o heavily compromised,
received courage to be able to take on such an accusing tone?

Euglish diplomacy has once more conte fo the assistance of
the Hungerian counter-revolution. In 1010, ar the time of the
nost fierce white terror, the English Ambassador in Budapest,
Hohle and Admiiral Troubridge justified the mass murderers;
«nd now English diplomacy is whitew #shing the fungarian bank
note lorgerers. [

In the leading Fnglish Censervative press organs the most
compromiszd  participamis in the dirty forgery  affair, Count
Teleky and Rethlen, challenge the public. The “Times™ and “Mor-
ning Post” are avening an offensive aguinst those who demand
the full investization of the forgery artair Thev accuse the “red
emigration” from Hungarv of beng respoisible of making
Bethlen's position ditficult. The kept Fnglish agent, Sir William
Good. who is now endeavouring to improve Hungarian finan-

ces, even accuses French diplomacy of intervening in the “nn

affairs of Hungary”. The above mentioned Hungarian Ambas. .

dor in London, Count Zichy-Rubido, can with justification as-

. in the Budapest newspapers that full confidence is to be o>

ved in English circles towards the Hungarian govermment. 1
reactionary Hungarian press organs again adopt their usual 1.
They throw poison against France. Czechoslovakia and the o
position in Hungary who wish 1o overthrow “national Hungur.
by their attempts fully to investigate the bank note forger
Lven the Conference of the Little Entente is comumented upo:
scormfully, which under the pressure of England had to adop: s
neutral attitude towards Hungary.

Never before had a great power backed up such a corrp.
nrurderous system as has been the case in Hungary on the ;.
of Lngland, One has to ask the question: what interests au
tinglish diplomacy in supporting in such an unashamed man
the shattered reactionary regime in Horthy Hungary and e
to withhold French diplomacy from further pressure?

Doutless English financial capital is interested in Hung:
to the highest degree. From the League of Nations credir
Hungary the London stock-exchange placed about 60% (139 m-
lon gold crowns out of 250 million total credit). Even the he
vilty compromised Hungarian National Bank itself received con-
siderable exchange credits from the Bank of England. The wh:ic
shipping fleet of the Hungarian Danube Shipping Companies i<
in the hands of the English “River Syndicate”. The State n
factories are about to be delivered info the hands of Eng!
financial groups. The already mentioned Sir William Good -
cupies himself with obtaining a larger English credit to ‘i
amount of 25 million dollars for Hungarian towns. The lar
Hungarian landowners have already received mortgage cred
from England to the value of 10 million Pounds. The greae:
Hungarian banks, the General Credit Bank and the Pester Co:
mercial Bank at the same time entered into close business re.-
tions with English financial groups. Gradually English financ s
capital has become the creditor of Hungarv and is joined b ¢
thousand threads to the presemt regime in Hungary, which o
sures a high rate of interest and guarantees for further busin:

Butr English imperial'st foreign policy is also immed:iai:
interested in Horthy Hungarv. At the moment when the conipe
tition bketween the two imperialist powers, France and Englan..
had been conclided through the Locarno Pact to England’s 3.
vantage, English diplomacy endeavours to overthrow the forner
predominence of France in the Balkans. Against the Little En
tente, the means of French imperialism, Eny'and pursues the a@
of bringing about a new grouping of powers in the Balkan-
Horthy Hungary, Bulgaria and Greece of the dictator Pangﬂ”‘
serve as the basis for this English aim in the Balkans. It 1s ™
mere chance that for this Balkan policy Mussolini’s support i
also gained. English diplomacy is proceeding with full das
consciousness and constructs its Balkan base out of the coui-
tries with military dictatorship against the Soviet Union.

At the present day not only Horthy Bethlen, but also ¢
“Race protectors”, the irredentists, Gombiis and consorts regar
English and halian diplomacies as their protectors. Chamberlati
and Mussolini encourage the irredentist circles in Hungary. T
“Times" recently wrofe that the Franc forgery proves that e
Trianon Peace Treaty is now readv for a revision. English i
perialism also understands how to make use for their own en
of the tense nationalist feelings. The war armaments, recruiting
illegal armed organisations in Hungarv are never objected to
the English Conunandant of the Interalliad Military Contmmuss:™:
indeed, the accusations of the representatives of the Little Enten'e
are always disregarded.

That is the mutual understanding which is coming ab
between Fngland and Hungary. And so the inwardly weak Hun-
garian counter-revolution succeeds in maintaining itself and '
consolidate its position as they are alwavs profected by 1
powerful English reaction.

At this moment it is the dutv of the English class-consciou®
proletariat to expose the plans of Fnglish diplomacv and 1
hasten to the help of their Hungarian class comrades who 1
not alble to fight alone against the united frony of England aid
Horthy Hungary.
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The Guerilla War in Syria.
' By J. B. (Jerusalem).

The revolt in Syria is very inconvenient to the French public.
Not only because 1t is an immediate burden on the Budget
and makes constant calls for new canuon-fcdder but also be-
cause in this case it is much more difficult to make “the part
played by the French rule as the herald of civilisation™ seem
plausible than for instance in the Morocco war. The great mass
of the French population takes a negative attitude towards the
French mandate in Syria or, at any raie. will not hear of any
sacrifice ¢! money or human lives for the mandate. For this
reason the new High Commissioner, Henri de Jouvemel who
took over the representation of France in Syria in Decemiber,
had instruction to “pacify” the country as quickly as possible
at all costs. This he actually succeeded in doing. At a hint
from those in power, however the French Press at any rate
ceased occupying itself with the Syrian revolt and — after an
agreement between Chamberlain and de Jouvemel — the chief
English papers also. In this way the outside werld gets the
impression that everything is going on in Syria as well as could
e expected, and Paimlevé can give “reassuring” declarations in
the Chamber.

In reality, the position of the French in Syria is still a very
difficult ome. During the last three ronths the revolt has
extended in area. The insurgents have spread the area of the
fight from the torders ol Djebel Drus far into the interior oi
Syria. Damascus has been besieged for two and a half months,
Homs for a whole month. The French garrison in Hasbaya (in
the Lebanon district not far from the borders of Palestine) is
shut up in the town by the insurgents. In the last few weeks
the district of Aleppo has again become restless and the
movement in that part is assuming a far more serious
character than in the autumn of 1920. From the military point
of view the French are still unable to cope with the insurrection,
and jn the last battles they have met with a number of serious
reverses.

In the meantime, the insurgents are steadily improving their
organisation. In spite of the insufficient means at its disposal.
the national government in Djebel Drus is working splendidly.
The training of the insurgent troops has been entrusted to
experts who were previously in the service of the Turks, Germans
and English, and a well organised revolutionary army is being
lormed in place of the undisciplined bands of robbers. The
insurgents have formed connections with the nationalists of the
neighbouring countries from whom they receive material and
moral support. The enthusiasm in their ranks grows with every
suczxiss of the insurgents. and has spread into the hnteriand
which is occupied by the French.

The great popularity of the national revolutionary slogins
was most clearlv expressed in the atiitude taken by the over-
whelming majority of the population towards de jouvenel’s so-
called peace proposals. De Jouvenel wanted to create a sham
Parliament in Syria. A few corrupted feudal lords were to declare
therselves to be the representatives of the Syrian people and
opponents of the revolt. The elections arranged for January Sth
ended in a wreiched fiasco. The natives did not go to the poll at
all and - - instead — mamfested their solidarity with the insurg-
ems. On the <ame dav de Jowvenel experienced a further dis-
illusionment; e had promised an amupesty to all insurgents
who lail dewn their arms on January 3rd... only one single
village in Lebanon had surrendered. De Jouvenel's efiorts 1o
bring about peace have shown more than anvihing else that
the natives of Syria, as one man, are in favour of complefe
independence.

The French authoritics in Svria are now doing their best
1o convince the French Central Government that a so rebeilious
peonle cannot be persuaded by peaceful measures and that it is
advisable to despatch 100,000 troops to suppress the revolt by
force. In an infuriated proclamation which he issued to the
“Syrian pomdation” aiter the failure of his parliamentary swindle.
de Jouvenel savs that the real fight between France and Sviia
is only beginning and that he is sorrv for those Svrians who
think that they can resist the glorious “grande armée™ which has
never been defeated since 1370.

At the sare time, the French exceptional court in Damascus
has beoun to work again after a short pause. The mere fact
of anvone being accused of “instigation to revolt” is enough

~

for the French court marual 10 proncunce a sentence of death
on him. This is in so far a novelty in that up 10 now “robber:”
was the prelext for passing a death semtence.

Another new feature is the bitter persecution of the com-
munists which has set in especially in Lebanon. In Beyronut,
communists have been arrested, among them Fuad Shmalli, the

leader of the Lebanon trade union, Joseph Jazbek, the editor,

of the (forbidden) comununist paper “lnsamie” (“Humanité") and
Ali Nasar ed Din. a radical Nationalist of Drus descent. A<, in
Ottoman law, which is still in force in Syria, there is no special
paragraph against coumunist propaganda, there is imminent
danger of the communists being handed over to the exceptional
tribunal for “instigation to revolt.”

It is a matter of course that these acts of revenge on the
part of the French Govermment against the national revoic-
tionaries and the communists have by no means a *“deterrent”
eliect. but on the contrary cause embitterment among the po-
pulation. This Terror is intended to be the answer to the guerrilla
warfare of the Syrian rebels which is undermining the French
rule in the country and at the same time preventing the French
generals from striking a decisive blow against the insurgents
as they would like to.

It is now more than ever the task of the international pro-
letariat and especially the French, to prevent the bloody suppres-
sion of the Syrian iight for freedom. If it is possible to hinder
the despatch of 100,000 troops and to refuse the assignment of
more milliards for the Syrian war, the French imperialists will
have no alternative but to evacuate Syria, and it is easy to imagine
what would be the efiect of such a defeat of imperizlism on the
further development of politics in the Near East and bevond it in
the Orient altogether.

CHINA

The Part Played by the Kuomintang
Party in the Chinese Revolution.
By A. N. K.

In January 1020, the 2nd National Congress of the Kuomin-
tang party was held in Canton. The resolutions passed by the
Congress of this party which was founded by Sum Yat Senm, the
father of the Chinese revolution, are of great importance and
form a turning point in the historv of the Kuomintang and of
the whole natonal revolutionary movewent in China.

The forerunners of the Kuomimang were the revolutionar:
organisations “The National League” and the “Tunmenhu™ pari..
which were tounded by Sun Yat Sen. The chief forces of the
“National League” which was founded in Toxio in 1001, were
radical Chinewe students who were forced by the police regune
oi the Manchu dynasty to study abroag. The league plaved an
important part in the preparations for the Chinese revolution
in 1911. During the revolution, the League reorzanised itself
into the Tupmmenhu party which had the command of one third
of all the votes in the National Assembly of 1912, The platform
of the party wuis one for strengthening the republican State and
making propaganda for the republican idea among the masses
of the people. After a short time the Tunmenhu, with the object
of creating a govermment majority, united with allied organisa-
tions under the name of Kuwomintang. which means the parp
“to put an end to the govermment of the sons of heaven” (*Son
of tleaven” was the title of the Emperors of China of th:
Manchu dynasty).

The chicl tasks of the new party were: the fight for the
republic; uniou of South Chipa with North China where, afier
the Manchu dynasty h§ renounced the throne, the power was
actually in the hands General Yuan She Kei; establishment
of equal, rights of the Chinese with the Manchurians: support of
provincial self-government etc. As is well known, the union of
the North and Scuth was accomplished at the cost of Sun Yat
Sen renouncing the presidentship and Yuan She Kei being elec-
ied. When Yuan She Kei had become President of the United
Chinese Republic, he gathered all the reactionary forces round
him and soon showed his anti-revolutionary character. On No-
veiroer 4th 1013 he declared the dissolution of the Kuomintanyg
party which prevented him mounting the imperial throne. and
threatened its leaders with arrest and banishment. The part:
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became illegal and remained illegal until 1919, when Sun Yat
Sen once more raised the banner of revolution in the South and
asserted himsaf in the Province of Kwantung,

_ The seizure of the province of Kwantung, in which Sun Yat
Sen was helped by an understanding with Chen Tsa Min, one
of the Chinese generals, determined the tactics of the Kuomimang
party for th2 next three years. The party’s <tandnoint was tha
of th: so-called “militarist revolution”. The Kuoinintang oppo-
seld the mercenary troops of the reactionary generals with its
cvn oaicrcenary army, and hoped with its help to realise the
Kuominnang progranmie. The party gave little atteniion 10 work
amony the masses and to aftracting the workers and peasants
to the active tight against reaction. The construction of the Kuo-
mintang irom the point of view of organisation was at tha
period very imperfect. Anyone who svmpathised with the ob-
jects of the party. could be a member, while menibership hardly
unplied any obligations. There were no party meetings, con-
ferences or congresses,

The fact that the leaders of the Kucmintang yieided to the
altraction ol military combinations, resuited comparatively soon
in the workers leaving the party and the party losing its in-
fluence among the peasamts. The English, the foreign enemics of
the Canton Government, made use of this circumstance, In the
middle of 1022 they won over Chun Tsun Min, the General of
the Canton Government by bribery, and his ireachery led to the
occupration of the whole of South China by the reactionaries.
When. afier some time, thanks to combinations and agreenients
with other generals, Sun Yat Sen once more succeeded in re-
conquering Canton, the tactics of the “militarist revolution” were
abandoned. A Dbeginning was made towards approaching the
masses, which was especially intensified when the Communist
Party of China joined the Kuomintang party in order to sup-
pert the pational revolutionary moveinent. All this led to the ne-
cossity of creating a programme for the Kuontintang,

The programme of the Kuomintang was given its final form

at the first National Congress of the party in January 1924,
It was based on three principles of Sun Yat Sen: the national
principle, the principle of democracy and the principle of so-
cialism.
The national principle is understood by the programme fo
meean the fight for liberation from political and economic depen-
dence on toreirners and eaqual rights for all nationalities which
inhabit China. The practical demands in this respect consist in
the annulmem ol the treaties based on inequalities of rights
which had ieen jorced on China by the imperialist States. Fur-
thermore the Kuomintang demands, as is expressed in the mani-
festo issued by the party at the beginning of 1025, the convening
of a Nationa] Assembly for the whole of China with the object
of uniting it and restoring ifs entity.

The real’sation of the principle of democracy is to find
expression in that all citizens are to be granted equal rights,
with the excention of certain limitations of the rights of the re-
actionary gencrals and of persons who support the foreign capi-
Lalists.
The third principle, that of sociaiism. is understood as the
institution of equal rights in the ownership of land and the limi-
wtion of the growth of private capital. In the land question,
the party Jdenunds that peasants owning little or no land should
ave a share of the land at the expense of the State or should
be granfed tie necessary means for renting land. As regards
ndostry, the demands of the prograinmme go considerably further.
in this vespest. the nationalisation of all Chinese and foreign
:ndustrial undertakings, railways, banks efc. is provided for.
{n the Labour question, the demands of the Kuomintang are for
protection of work. of the mother and the child. help for un-
¢mployed etc.

The development of the Kuomintapg towards the Left led
‘p the sceession from it of the possessing elements, the mer-
ts, lindowners and other elements which went over to the
coonter-revolutionary forces. In October 1024 an insurrection of
Fascist groups took place in Canton. which had been organiscd
b+ Canton and Hong Kong merchants. After the suppression
of this insurreclion, the leaders of the Kuomintang were faced
v the quesiion of organising a permanent revolutionary army.
The divisions of the army were re-grouped on the European
aodels politval divisions were organised and the institution
1 politcal conmmissaries was introduced. The school of instruc-

yr= on the istand of Wampu was reorgams»d tor the training
A revolutionary commanders. The school of Wampu - the pride
f tie Chinese revolution -- plaved an important part in {4e
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liquidation of the military opposition which, with Chen 1.
Min at its head, tried to destroy the Government of Canton.

The secession of the Right elements from the party led :
the formation of an organised Right wing. In November 1u.>
the leaders of the Rigth wing, Cho Lu and Shiai Che summonc!
a congress of their lollowers in Peking which professed 10 i
the 4th Plenary Conference of the Kuomintang.

The party was thus faced by the necessity of liquidating it
threat of unity and of welding together the revolutionary forc.
of the Kuomintang. This task was fulfilled by the 2nd Nationa:
Congress of the party which was held in Canton from the ud
to 18th of January 1920. The Congress severely condemmed the
“Plenary Session” of Peking, the resolution passed by whici
“puts obstacles in the way of the development of the nationi!
revolution”, At the same time the Congress resolved to exclude
Cho Lu and Shiai Che for ever Irom the party and to infli 4
mumber of disciplinary punishments on other leaders of i
Right. In order to strengthen the unity and centralisation of th:
party, the Congress resolved to dissolve the executive bodies of
the Kuomintang in Peking and Shanghai and to concentrate the
whole of the party administration in the hands of the C. C
The Congress chose Canton, the revolutionary town, in which
the power of State is in the hands of the party, as the seat ol
the C. C. and of all congresses and plenary sessions of the C.C.
of the Kuomintang. Furthermore, a control commission was 1or-
med, consisting of the most experienced members of the part).

The Congress devoted great altention to raising the political
and cultural level of the members of the party and to the work
among the masses of workers and peasants. It was resolved i
establish weekly meetings in all the institutions of the par:

. and the Government and in the divisions of the army. which

were to be devoted to expounding the ideas and the revolutionar!
activity of Sun Yat Sen. It was decided to centralise the propu
ganda carried out among the masses. A special resolution de-
mands complete equality of women and men and mew legislation
with regard to marriage and divorce etc.

The reports from the provinces described the position of the
party organisations not only in China but also in Korea, Indii
and the Malay islands. The total number of members of the
party, which until 1919 had been less than 100,000, had increased
to 138,000 by the end of 1922, At present the Kuomintang num-
bers about 108,000 members, 87,000 of whom belong to the
foreign party organisations. The rapid growth of the membership
is illustrated by the following lact: — Dbefore the notorious shoo-
tings in Shamin, there were 1000 members in Hong Kong, at pre:
sent their number amounts to 18,000, of whom 10,000 are worker>

The resolutions of the 2nd National Congress of the Kuo-
mintang complete the reorganisation of the party which wa:
Legun by Sun Yot Sen and indicate a new epoch in the histor
of the Kuomintang. The party has finally liberated itself from al
the remains of the period of the “militarist revolution”. The
discipline and party dutics of the members are being defme{i:
The fractricidal fight in the political leadership of the party &
being abolished and the conuection of the party with the wor
king class and the broad masses of the peasantry is being strenf-
thened. The 2nd National Congress of the Kuomintang puts af
end to the weakness of organisation and the political instability
of the party and marks the transformation of the Kuomintang
into a united fighiing force, into a real party of the Chinest

revolution,

THE BALKANS

The Working Masses under Pangalos’
Dictatorship. ‘
By Alexis Gheirou (Athens).
an extr-

The sitwation of the working masses of Greece is af
mely tragic ore. l'or ten vears of war they sacrificed their blood
for the realisation of the “national dreams”, for the conquest ol
Constantinople ste. {n Alacedonia and Asia Minor, even in the
Ukraine whither the adventurer Venizelos sent Greek troops:
more than 100,000 Cireck soldiers laid down their lives “for the
fatheriand.” ] .

The war came {0 an end. Greece had defeated Bu'gana argJ
had been defeated by Turkey. But there was no difterence I
the results. The workers and peasants. not to mention the




No. 13

" International Press Correspondence

89

refugees, all of whom had been ruined by the war, having made
such terrible sacrifices of blood, were then called upon by the
creditors to pay interest on the debts which had enormously in-
creased during the war.

The “democratic” Government heaped new taxes on the
exploited population in order to satisfy the creditors who are
the true masters of Greece,

The drachma which before the war was equal in value to
the franc, is now worth about 7 centimes. Food-stuffs have
mcreased 15—20 fold in price. The tremendous number of re-
fugees has caused an enormous increase in unemgioyment. Actual
wages have been reduced; there are miners whose wages amount
to 20—25 drachma with which they can hardly buy 3 kilos of
bread. Some women workers are only earning 8—12 drachma
(1 kilo of bread).

In spite of all this, the Greek bourgeoisie, in its endeavours
to force the workers to pay both all the expenses of the war
and the expenses of preparing for new wars, continues to intensify
the exploitation of the working population.

The Communist Party — cleansed of the social patriotic ele-
ments and of the deputies who, commissioned by Venizelos, tra-
velled about abroad — has not only fought for the improvement
of the situation of the workers, peasants and refugees, but has
also placed itself at the head of the energetic campaign against
the new war for which the bourgeoisie are preparing. In order
to prevent the growth of the influence of the Communist party
and under the pretext that the Communist party had recognised the
right of self-determination to the oppressed people of dismembered
Macedonia, the Governm=nt ordered the arrest of dozens of
communists, ex-service men and active members of the trade
unions in all the towns and even in the villages.

For the same reasons and under the same pretext, the islands
of the Aegean Sea are used as a place of banishment for a
iarge number of workers.

On June 25th 1925, General Pangalos carried out a theatrical
putch by means of which he seized the power. A delegation of the
Trade Union League waited on General Pangalos, demanding the
liberation of the imprisoned persons (including Comrade Pulio-

pulos, the secretary of the C. P., and Comrade Monastiriotis.-

the secretary of the Union of ex-Service Men); Pangalos gave
them cat:gorical promises with regard to their release, as “he
personally” was convinced that our comrades were not guilly
of the crime of “high treason” of which they were accused.

Pangalos declared equally categorically to the correspondent
of the “Temps” that he had released the communists and further
declared to the whole world that he had ordered the dissolution
of the s:icret police corps. All these declarations of Pangalos
were mere lies. He gave certain sham liberties to the people for
a fortnight and then began an open offensive against the working
class. He permitted meetings to be held for protesting against
the rise in prices and for demanding the liberation of those in
prison, only with the object of praventing them at the last moment
and of imprisoning both the organisaticn committees and workers
who attended the meetings. With a trap of this sort, Pangalos
caught the new secretary of the Communist party, Comrade
Maximos. The daily morning paper of the Comuunist party
“Risospastis”, which had protested against the brutal ill-treat-
ment of the imprisoned persons, was prohibited for six months,
The court martial which arbitrarily described the imprisoned
party secretary Comrade Puliopulos as the chief editor of the
paper. condemned him to a year and a half of imprisonment,
and on the same day the daily evening paper of the party
“The Proletarian Fight” was arbitrarily prohibited.

A few months ago, ten of the thirty persons accused of
having stood up for the right of self-determination of Mace-
donia, were brought before the court martial (among the accused
were the party secretaries Puliopulos and Maxinos who were
already in prison). Our comradss who were under trial for
“high treason”, accused the politicians of the bourgeoisie of
having betrayed the interests of the working population and
of being responsible for the wars of recent years and for the
wars for which preparations are being made.

The Government which had declared its intention of applying
the utmost rigour of the law (the penalty is d2ath) realised that
a death sentence would rouse the masses to revolt and felt
compelled at the last moment to postpone the trial indefinitely.

In the last few days the cost of living and unemployment
(especially among the tobacco workers) have increased and with
them the discontent of the masses.

The dictator wanted to intimidate the masses. On the one
hand he continued the arrests and banishments and on the other
hand tried to found an “Independent Labour Party”. But the
people who founded the “Independent Labour Party” were too
well known to the workers as secret police agents, swindlers etc.,
so that the attempt failed.

At the municipal elections, the “Bloc of workers aad re-
fugees” which had been formed in accordance with the pro-
gramme of the Communist party, was successful in Saloniki,
the capital of Macedopia, in Xanthi, the most important town
of Thrace and in other places. Patriklos was elected burgo-
master of Saloniki and Lukowikas burgomaster of Nanthi. Pai-
galos who was furious at this result, arbitrarily declared the
elections to be invalid. In spite of the pressure ani the perse-
cutions, Patriklos was again clected with more than S000 votes.
whereas the Government candidate only received 4000. Even
the soldiers of the “Democratic” battalions voted for the Bloc
of the workers and refugees.

Beside himself with rage at this defeat, Pangalos ordered
the arrest of the town councillors who were known as active
Communists. At the same time, in order to obtain the support
of the capitalist countries (especially of England) and to inti-
midate the workers, peasants and refugees who had begun to
be conscious of their class interests, he ordered the resumptior
of the trial of those comrades who had been accused of standing
up for the right of self-determination of Macadonia and the
alteration of the iaws so that he could hit the communists more
severely (banishment from the country efc.); further the mobiii-
sation of the secret police who would be able to prevent the
oppressed and exploited workers from following the communists.

The judges and secret agents immediately set to work, but the
persons who, a few months previously, had founded the “Inde-
pendent Labour Party”, had gone bankrupt. For a time, Pan-
galos was in a very unpleasant situation, but fortunately for
him, people were soon found to take the place of the secret
agents and the leaders of the “Independent Labour Party”. Si-
deris. Dimitratos, Georgiadis, Passalidis, old social patriots, and
a few other people, among them Royalists and Venizelists, who
had nothing to do either with Marxism or with the proletarian
revolution (some of them were known as official secret agents
of the first army corps) undertook to “save” the working class
according to the laws and wishes of Pangalos. Since that time,
morning and evening, the bourgeois papers publish simul-
taneously Pangalos’ threats and the promises of the social de-
mocratic band which consists of the old sinners and of the
miserable new recruits.

On Janvary 3rd. Pangalos’ officers proclaimed a military
dictatorship. The trial concerning the right of self-determination
of Macedcnia had to te rostponed once more, but the lives of the
accused are still in darger, and it is the task of the internmational
revolutionary proletariat to help its brothers in Greece.

The International Campaign for the Child
Victims of the White Terror in Bulgaria.
By P. Z. (Sofia).

In ccnnection with the resuntption of the infernational cam-
paign against the White Terror in Bulgaria, the Executive Com-
mittee of the Young Communist International, in common with
the International Children’s Bureau, has started an international
campaign for the Bulgarian children. The chief slogans under
which tius campaign is being conducted are:

1. Immediate amnesty for all fathers and mothers;

2. State support fory all the orphans of workers, peasants
and nuellectuals who have been killed without sentence or have
disappeared completely.

3. Free permission to help the thousands of orphans and
other children who have beconwe victims of the White Terror 'n
Bulgaria.

4. Free permission for the children to leave the country so
that they may be sent to children’s homes abroad.

5. Inquiries into the cruelties and ill-treatment of children
as victims of the White Terror.

The lollowing figures help us to make a rough estimate of
the pumber of victims of the White Terror in BulFariq: more
than 25,000 workers, peasants and members of the intelligentsia
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among the people bave been murdered; about 5000 arrested
and condemned persons are in the Bulgarian prisons and the
number of persecuted persons in the country and of those who
have emigrated abroad amounts altogether to not less than 5000,
so that tie total nunber of persons murdered, condemned,
arrested, persecuted and emigrated amounts to about 35,000
persons!

What do these figures mean for the children, mothers, brothers
and sisters of these 35,000 revolutionaries? It means that we
must multiplv the number of revolutionaries by at least three i
we want to obtain the number of children and mothers who are
persecuted and in distress. In this way we arrive at an army
of 105.000 children who are exposed to the most fearful distress
and the most dreadful fate, and some tens of thousands of wives
and mothers of the revolutionmaries. It should be remarked that
the total number of the inhabitants of Bulgaria is not even
5 million!

The blood-stained Bulgarian bourgeoisie recognises in this
army of hundreds of thousands of women and children its
sworn enemy -in the future, and it is persecuting and punishing
them already in the most merciless way by resorting to exceptional
laws and to force. Thus for instance, according to the law for
the defence of the realm, anyone who helps the victims of the
White Terror in Bulgaria or forms an association with this
object, is punished with 10— 15 years imprisonment and in
special cases even with death. There are cases in which wrothers
have been condemned to death because they gave a meal to a
persecuted revolutionary who camie into the house with their
tmskand. It was in vain for these women to defend themselves
on the grounds that they did not know the man in question and
merely regarded him as a guest. There was a case where two
children, a boy of 12 and a girl oi 8, died of starvation because
no one dared to heip them or to give them food. The fathers of
these children are at present in prison and the mwothers are
interned somewhere in the country.

These cases happened in Sofia, the capital of Bulgaria. What
then is the situation in the provinces and in the country where
whole villages ‘have been burnt to the ground and in some places
all the men murdered! (For instance the village of Muchoff in
the district of Tatar-Pazarchik). In this wav the blood-stained
Bulgarian bourgeoisie has suceeded in spreading fear through-
out the country and in forbidding by law any help being given
10 the victims of the White Terror.

Needless to say the working population of Bulgaria finds
wavs to help its class brothers, This help however is very
limited, insuliicient, and involves great sacrifice. The Govern-
ment gt Zankofi the bloodhound, did not even give permission
0 enti the country o foreign delegations who wanted to come
tc Buigatia in order to distribute relief among the victims of
the White Terror. Thus for instance the Bulgarian FEmbassy in
Basle refused to give Bulgarian visas to a relief delegation of
Swiss workers. In the same way the Vienna Embassy even refu-
sed a bourgeois pacifist Austrian delegation permission to enter
Bulgaria. Worse still, the Czechoslovakian delegation of workers
who succeeded in getting into the country, was turned out
again as soon as they attemipted to distribute relief to the children
and other victims of the White Terror. A further example: a
small sum of 10,063 lewa was sent from England for the relief
of the children. As soon as the Government learnt that this sum
had arrived. it confiscated the money.-

It is absolutely necessary that all the orphans who are left
without any relations should be freely permitted to lga_ve the
country so that they can be sent to children’s homes in’ other
countries. The number of these orphans who are completely
deserted runs into hundreds.

The new Liaptcheff Government which is trying to persuade
joreign countries that it whill restore “law, order and content-
ment" 1o the countrv, does not think of repealing the exceptional
laws. So far there is no sign of its intention fo give free per-
ntission for the relief of the victims of the White Terror. It must
be forced to give this permission! Whether this and a]l the other
Jemands are fulfilled depends on the extent and the intensity 97
the international campaign against the White Terror in Bulgaria
and on the mass participation of the workers and peasants and
their children in this campaign.
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THE LABOUR MOVEMENT

The Indian Trade Union Congress.
By M. N. Roy.

The lock-out in the cotton miils of Bombay ended in i
beginning of December. The workers resisted the attack v
wages for ten weeks. Abour 100,000 workers, including 30.001
women and 12,000 children, were involved in the struggle. The
lock-out was culled off by the e¢mployers after the Excise Duny
was abolished.

Cotton textile industry is the olderst Indian industry owncd
almost exclusively by native capital. ihe first cotton mill (power
driven) was built in 1875. Since then the inausiry has growu
steadlly in spite of the competition of Lancashire backed by the
entire political resources of British Imperialism. Over 30% i
the British export trade with India being in cotton goods, im-
perialist policy naturally was to obstruct the development in
India of cotton spinning and weaving with the application of me-
chanical power. Every time revenue purposes obliged the British
Government of India to impose duty on the cotton goods mi-
ported, there rose an indignant protest from the textile magnates
of Manchester. Finally, in the beginning of the present centur)
a 5% import duty was agreed upon provided that a counter-
vailing excise duty at the similar rate was levied upon the cotton
textiles manufactured in the Indian mills. To demand the abolition
of the excise duty on the ocotton industry has since been an
article of faith of Indian nationalism. After a few years it was
reduced to 3,5%.

The situation suddenly changed in consequence of the im-
perialist war, Britain found herself in a position where it was
impossible for her to supply the Indian market. Japan was not
slow to take advantage of that opportunity and invade what had
so far been an LEnglish monopoly. To encourage the production
of the ludian mills was the only means of keeping Japan out.
There was another consideration — to secure the loyalty of the
Indian bourgeoisie, the British Government of India abandoned
the policy of Free Trade and increased the duty on importad
cotton goods to 8%;. This economic concession was made to the
Indiau bourgeoisie in return for the latter's undertaking to help
the raising of a war loan of £100 millions. The trade depression
and the resulting budget deficit in the year following the post-
war boom obliged the Government of India to increase the im-
port duty to 117, All this time the 3.5% Excise duty, however.
remaived in oneration.

In the post-war boom peried the Indian cotton industry
became fabulously presperous. Everything was favourable to it
Labour was as cheap as dirt, and totally unorganised; the mills
were built in cities surrounded by rich cotton belis; the mnr‘kel
was equally near; and therz was an effective tariff against foreign
competition. The 16tal capital of the mills in and around the aty
of Bombay is in round nuwmbers 206,000,000 rupees { a rupe
is equivalent t 033 cents approximately). The net profit derived
from these mills in the years 1018—22 was 360.000,000 rupees.
In that period of prosperity the wages rose slightly over a0
in comparison with the pre-war rate. while the rise in prics
and rent was an average of 1547,

Such an abnormal boom could not continue. Depression st
in by the end of 1022. The year following showed a decline
in the rate of profit. Wages were atfacked and a 20% reduction
was forced in the spring of 1924. The workers resisted the
capitalist offensive by declaring a general strike which lasted
nearly three months. In the period of prosperity. instead of an
increase 1 the wages, the employers had granted a yearly
bonus of a month's wage. The payment of the bonus was discon-
tinued towards the end of 1924. This meant practically anofhfé' .
8% reduction of the wages. In June 1025 the owners declar:d
their intention of closing down the mills unless the workerf
agreed to accept a further 20% wage-cut. The owners we;&
divided on the issve. Finally the demanded cut was reduced"g
11.5%. The enforcement of this last cut would reduce the W:gr
almost to the pre-war level while the prices remained O
100% higher. . s

The capitalist cry was that the industry was ru{ned, becagw
owing to the excise duly, it could not compete with Japanes
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and English goods. Even in 1924 more than half the mills of
Bombay paid 10 to 15% dividend, although all the mills taken
tcgether showed a total annual loss of 28,000,000 rupees. The
saving on the wage bill in consequence of the. projected 11,5%
cut, would be equivalent to the amount paid in the excise duty.
By their determination to lock out the 176,000 workers employed
in the Bombay mills, the owners enlisted the support of the
entire nationalist movement to the demand for immediate removal
of the excise duty. The labour leaders (all humanitarian re-
formists and nationalist politicians) also supported the demand of
Indian capital against, British capital. They agreed with the
employers that the industry was on the verge of ruin and that
thz inequitable impost should be abolished. They also endeavoured
io induce the workers to understand the critical situation of
the industry. But the capitalist attack was too bare-faced. The
workers refused 10 work on the reduced wages and 80 out of 32
mills of Bombay were closed in the middle of September. throwing
out m the streets 156,000 workers.

The Bombay lock-out proved to be a landmark in the history
of the Intan labour movement. For ten weeks over 130.000
werkers stocd as a man in their resistance, without a union
fund to back them and without a revolutionary class leadership
to guide them. In this bitter struggle they developed proletariin
leadership, From the verv beginning a strike committee com-
posed mostly of workers came into existence and led the strugaie
to the end. The bourgeois *labour l2aders”, who had exercised
such a pernicious influence over previous strikes and lockouts,
were obliged to remain in the background, requesting the im-
perialist government to intervene in favour of the workers. per-
suading tie millowners to be kinder, and adminjstering relief
with the h:lp of the financial aid received from abroad. For
the first time Indian workers were practically supported in their
struggle by the European labour organisation. This factor had
a tremendous moral effect on the situation. Finally, the workers
won. In the beginning of December the mills were reopened and
the workers resumed work at the old rate of wages. The
emplovers abandored their attack on wages, because of the aboli-
tion of the excise duty.

The most important outcome of the Bombayv lock-out,
hewever, was the organisation of the Union of Textile Workers.
The textile workers of Bombay had been practically unorgzanised.
The Union existed only in name. A group of humanitarian in-
tellactuals, headed by N. M. Joshi, functioned as the Union,
domng some insignificant welfare work and carrying on negotia-
tions with the- Government and the millowners when occasion
arose. The capital of the Bombay cotton industry, being pre-
dominantly Indian. the nationalistically inclived humanitarian
“labour ieaders” did rot think it prudent te push the work of
organisation. The new Union has grown out of the struggle with
a purely proletariun character and with a class leadership. The
1021 stiike wss sabotaged by the pourgeois humznitarian l:aders.
Towards the end it was continued under the leadership of a
number of workers. These proietarian leaders were dismissed
soon after the strike was over They organised iate a club
functicned 1s a nucleus of propaganda. It graduallv gathered
around it the most advanced eizments among the Bombav pro-
letariat, although the depression that followed the collapse of the
1024 strike made any eifective organisation work almost im-
possible. It was under the initiative of this Workers' Club
that the strike commuiee was set up in the beginning of the last
lock-out. Soon after the lock-out had been declared the club
converted itself into the Union of the cottonmill workers. In less
than two months it enlisted 14000 members. The restoration
of wages has enccuraged the workers. consequently the union
is sure to grow rapidly. As against the really live proletarian
organisation. the old nominal umon maintains its existence and
tries to enlist members. taking advantage of the general enthu-
siasm prevai'ling among the workers. Th2 o'd unien is affiliated
t0 the Trade Union Cengres and has for its secretarv Jhabwalia
(bourgeois humanitarian) who is a member of the Executive of
the T.U.C.

It was on the morrow of these events in Bombay — the
widustrial heart of the country — that the Trade Union Congress
met in Madras. It was naturally to be expected that the Trade
Union Congress would draw valuable lessons from the struggie
of the Bombay workers for the benefit and future guidance of
the entire labour mouvement. They were disappointed, who ex-
pected it. As a matter of fact, such expectation was mispiaced.
Al) through the fen weeks of struggle, the Trade Union Congress

has remained passive, except for the relief activities of its
Secretary Joshi. Absolutely no propaganda and agitation had
2en cavried on either before or during the lock-out. To go on
deputations to the millowners and thé British Governo: was

" ihe sole contribution. The concrete and most important outcome

of the struggle — the Union — is practically opposed by the
Trade Union Congress, since the old fake Union, which is its
organ, does not liquidate itself in view of the rise of a live
proletarian organisation. There are several very serious outs..i-
ding issucs connecied with the Bombay lock-out. These issans
should ta raised and agitation carried on on the basis of then
order to consolidate the position gained and marshall the pro-
letariat for iurther demands. After two years of depressiou,
a rising tide is clearly to be noticed in the Indian labour move.
ment. The Northwestern Railway strike (in the beginning of
1925) was the first indication. Although the strike was lost. it
coincided with a series of demonmstrations in which tens of
thousands of workers participated, fiying red flags with revo-
lutionury siogans inscribed on them. As usual, the Trade Union
Congress was nowhere in evidence. Three of it leading lights
were lunching with Oudeguest in Geneva and making speeches
in London (lmmperial Labour Conference) when 40,000 striking
railwaymen were demonstrating in India.

The deliberations of the Madras Trade Union Congress
(Jan. 10) were not in the least affected by the two most im-
portant evi:nts of the labour movement during the preceding
12 months — the Northwestern Railway Strike (55.000 workers
involved, lasting rearly two months), and the Bombay lock-out.
1 am not mentioning here other minor, but not unimportant
events of the labour movement. The question of international
affiliation, which was pigeon-holed in the previous Congress to
satisfy the nationalist leader, C. R. Das, was not raised at ail,
although actions in connection with the Bombay lock-out had
brought that question nearer home. The ex-Secretary. Chaman
Lal, according to his own stat:ment. had 1old Oudeguest in
Geneva (during the last conference of the Internmational Labour
Bureau) that the Indian Trade Union Congress would go neither
to Amsterdam nor to Moscow. because it had received invititions
from both s'des. The opresent General Secretary, foshi s,
however. in favour of Amsterdam, and had been pressing for
a decision to that effect for two years. A representative of
the British Labour Pary — Major Graham Pole — was present
at the Madras Congress and warned the Indian labour move-
ment against Bolshevism.

The question of wages for the period of lock-out still re-
mains unsclved. The millowners have had their grievance (the
excise duty) redressed. This victory of Indian capitalism has
cost 130,000 workers ten weeks’ wages. The first step toward
the consolidation of the position gained by the Bombay workers
and utilisation of the prevailing enthusiasm should be the agi-
tation on the demand for the lock-out pay. Then, the depression
in the Bombay cotton industrv will continue even after the
abolition of the excise duty. Therefore, it is to be expected
that the attack on the wages mav be renewed. The moment is
propitious for preparing the workers organisationally to meet
successfully anv such eventual artack. These are two of the
most oustanding issues which arise out of the Bombay lock-out.
The Trade Union Congress was blissfully oblivious of them.

In 1024 the Trade Union Congress went practically into
voluntary liquidation to secure the patronage of the nationalist
Swaraj Party. The Swarajist leader, Das, broke up the annual
session of the T. U. Congress and threatened to organise a new
Irade Union Congress under the partonage of the Swuaryj
Party if his wili would not prevail in the existing body. The
oificial leaders of the Trade Union Congress (who were all
seeking political careers as Swarajist members of the Legis-
iztive bodies) were cowed by the fury of the Swarajist leader.
The left wing, which had put forward a demund to amend
the constitution of the T. U. C. so as to make it a proletarian
bedy, was shattered. It was as vet too weak organisationally
and tco mmature politically to meet ‘the situation. Never-
theless, when the Congress met at Bombay in the beginning
of 1925, it was revealed that the revolutiopary current could
not have been altogether choked. For the first time in its none
too eventful career, the kind-hearted gzntlemen. nationalist poli-
ticians and unscrupulous careerists constituting the Trade
Union Congress, fourd the presidential chair occupied by a
railway emplovee who. to the great discomfiture of the respec:
table gathering. talked about class struggle. The presidential
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address must have been positively stunning, because the Con-
gress was otherwise sterile. The Congress dispersed evidently
with the determination to hunt heresy. It was very smoothly
done. Nothing more was heard of Thengdi, who had startled the
country with his speech as the president of the Trade Uniom
Congress in Bombay. According to the Constitution, the pre-
sident of the Congress automatically becomes the Chairman of
the Executive until the next Congress. But by some mysterious
means the worker Thengdi was replaced by the English
Christian Missionary, Andrews, who had broken and sabotaged
not a few strikes in his highly Christian way. As if to wash
away the black spot in its history, this year the Trade Union
Congress met under the presidency of an apolitical lawyer.

The acoomplishment of the Madras Trade Union Congress
was three resolutions. The first supported the bourgeois na-
tionalist demand for seli-government within the British Empire;
the second recommended the setting up of arbitration courts
(by the government) to avert or to settle disputes between
capital and labour; and the third demanded that there should
be special workers’ representatives on all the legislative bodies.
Self-government within the Empire will mean the exploitation
of the Indian working class jointly by native and imperialist
capital. Even the revolutionary elements in the nationalist mo-
vement (intellectuals, petty bourgeoisie, efc.) are against this
political programme of compromiss between Indian capitalism
and British Imperialism, But the Trade Union Congress sup-
ports this programme. This shows how much removed it is
from the working class and how incapable it is of leading the
Indian proletariat. To ask the brutally exploited Indian prole-
tariat to pin its hope on an arbitration court is simply ridi-
culous ard betrays an utter ignorance of the reality of the
situation. Then. parliamentarism in a country without a par-
liament is an imbecile imitation of the British Labour Party,
which is the source of inspiration to the Indian Trade Union
Congress, although some of its luminaries indulge in occasional
outbursts against Labour Imperialism.

ECONOMICS

Land Law “Reform’” in Poland.

By L. Orski (Warsaw).

On December 28th 1925, the new law “for carrying into
effect agrarian reform” was finally passed by the Polish Sejm.

Even befqre the war the agrarian problem was one of the
most urgent social questions in Poland. Poland is ferribly divided
up into small parcels of land. Thus for instance small holdings
(up to 5 hectars) comprise two thirds of all the farms in
Galicia and hardly 40% of the whole area under cultivation. In
the so-called Eastern districts (the voivodeships of Vilna, Novogro-
dek. Polesia and Volhynia), things are still worse; there the
proportion of small holdings to the total number of farms
1s the same as in QGalicia, whilst the area covered by the small
holdings only amounts to 17,1%. The situation is further ren-
dered worse by the fact that farming in the Eastern districts is
on ‘a comsiderably lower aultural level than in other parts of
Poland.

"At the same time there are emormous estates in the hands
of the Polish aristocrats. dn the Eastern districts where about
40% of the land belongs to large landowners, farming is alto-
sether unmethodical; in the parts which previously belonged to
Prussia, agriculture is on a high level.

In view of this structure, there was a great hunger for land
on the part of the peasamts in Poland even before the war,
accompanied by a disastrous over-population of the villages.
Before the war, this situation caused a large number of the
rural population to emigrate (overseas as well as seasonal
smigration’ vo Prussia, Denmark etc.) and a considerable number
to move into the towns where the developing industry offered
occupation to many immigrants from the villages. Since the war,
things are otherwise; on the one hand former possibilities of
emigration are cut off, and on the other hand industry is in .suclh
2 low state that it is rather necessary to reckon with a migra-
| some of the unemployed into the country. The over-popula-

:;82 g; the villages has assumed enormous proportions, the crisis
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in the country has become extremely acute, the situation being
rendered still worse by the ruthless pressure of taxation of the
Grabski Government,

At the same time the hopes of the peasants that their thirt
for land would be quenched, has been increased by the Russian
revolution and by the revolutionary movement, in other countries
in post-war times. The slogan: “The land for the Peasanis! i
to-day the most popular slogan amongst the gigantic masses of
the village poor. This slogan is an extremely revolutionising
factor in the Polish Village as, in consequences of the experiences
with the governments of the bourgeoisie and of the agrarians.
as well as in consequence of the treacherous demagogy which
has so far been carried on by the opportunist peasant parties
(“Piast” — the Large Peasant Party — and “Vizvolenie”), it is
beginning to dawn on the peasants that those without land or
possessing very little will never obtain land without a com-
munist ravelution.

Add to all this the natiomalist policy of the Polish Govern
ment with regard to the socalled Slave minorities. In the Eastern
districts the rural population consists of non-Poles, whereas the
overwhelming majority of the large estates are in the hands
of Poles. In order to strengthen “Polish ownership”, the land
in those districts is given to Polish settlers brought from Central
Poland (mostly sons of rich peasants). On the basis of the
existing law regarding settlement, land is further distributed fo
ex-servio: men, mainl]y generals and high dignitaries. In this
way the local rural population is excluded from the parcelling
out of land, for which reason its indignation and desire for
revolution is constantly increasing. It should be added that Polish
social democracy and the opportunist peasant parties are working
most enthusiastically for these nationalist methods of settlemest.

Finally, the increasing spirit of revolution amongst those
possessing little or no land is roused by the high compensation

-paid to the agrarians for the land “ceded” by them. It is practi-

cally out of the question for a poor peasant who, as it is, needs
financial support in order to farm his small holding, to under-
take new burdens to pay for the land he is cultivating. Land to
the peasants without compensation — this is the only solution
of the agrarian problem! Theoretically even the leadérs of the
“Vizvolenie” party had to acknowledge this principle for in the
Spring of 1925 the Congress of this party declared itself in
favour of it under pressure from the masses. In practice however.
the Sejm deputies of the “Vizvolenie” party were in favour of
compensation.

In July 1920, when the Bolshevist army was nearing Warsaw.
the terrified Seim unanimously passed a fairly radical programme
for agrarian reform. The parcelling out of the land was to take
place pretty quickly, compensation was to amount to half the
market price.

When however the revolutionary danger was over, the
possessing classes treated the Sejm “resolution as a scrap ¢
paper. The parceiling out was done very slowly (chiefly in the
form of the so-called “wild” parcelling out, through the medium
of various private undertakings at very high speculative prices
and with the participation of the Sejm deputies of the peasant
parties who enriched themselves through these transactions.) A
number of scandals resulted -— whilst the poor rural population
waited for the land with desperate impatience.

A year ago the Polish Government resolved to introduce
a new bill for agrarian reform. In July 1925 the new proposa
was passed by the Sejm. This new reactionary proposal. however,
still seemed to the agrarians to be too “radical”. The Senate
worked out a pumber of “amendments” which gave the whole
proposal a pronounced pro-agrarian stamp, the peasant masses
of the annexed Ukranian and White Russian territories moreover
being entirely left out of the reform.

According to thz law as finally passed, the agrarians ﬁ
the full market price for the land which is parcelled out, )
payment being half in cash and the other half in agricultur
bonds.

In the most important question, that of compensation, the
agrarians can record great success. The final wording
law not only ensures them large profits but also makes it ng
<oubtful whether the law can be carried out at all. Where &sm
State, which is permanently in a condition of financial aod € It
nomic crisis, to find the means to compsansate the agrarans’
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the State really carries out the reform, a new burden of taxation
for the workers and peasants will be involved.

One of the most important alterations of the Senate deprives
the Ukranian and White Russian population of its land by
providing that it should form a point of support for the efforts
of Polish imperialism to “Polonize” the country. In this way a
wedge of nationalist hatred is to be driven betwesn the Ukranian
and White Russian peasantry on the one hand and the Polish
peasantry on the other hand. On the basis of Article 50 thus
amended, the Polish Government will be able to continue the
colonization of the Eastern districts with sons of rich Polish
peasants; in those districts these lackeys of Polish imperialism
«re, in consequznce of their provocations and denunciations, the
best hated element among the population.

According to the new law, the maximum of land owned
by one person is to be 180 hectars. This alone makes the
mprovement of agrarian conditions in Poland impossible. In
order to make a serious reform possible, the maximum would
have to be reduced to 30—50 hectars (as was proposed by the
communists in the Sejm). In the Eastern territories, an increase
of the maximum up to 300 hectarsyis provided for in order
to strengthen the Polish element. For estates on which there are
factories for agricultural industry, the maximum amounis to
750 hectars!

In the debates on agrarian reform, the treacherous part
played by the Polish Socialist Party (P.P.S.) became clearly
evident. The deputies of the P.P.S. opposed all attempts to
bring about a radical solution. (Zulavski, a member of the P. P.S.
said in the Sejm — “there is no money for agrarian reform,
therefore reform is impossible™). The “Vizvolenie” party has no
definite line of policy. In order not to lose the remains of its in-
fluence, it took part in the obstruction — at the decisive moment
however it was guilty of treachery and agreed to the reform
which benefits the agrarians and large peasants.

The extreme Left wing alone, led by the Communist Party
and joined by the “Independent Peasant Party” and the White
Russian workers’ and peasants’ association fought against this
so-called “agrarian reform”.

The slogan: “The land to the peasants!” is one of the chief
revolutionary slogans for the workers and for the poor rural
population which at the same time is om= of the chief slogans of
the C.P. P. Just as the workers have grasped that the fraternal
alliance with the peasants who are fighting for their freedom,
is an indispensable preliminary to the victory of the Polish
revolution, increasing numbers of the peasants owning little or no
land, are also realising that they can obtain the power and land
under the communist hanner, and under that only. The temporary
success of the passing of the agrarian reform is only helping
the bourgeoisie and its opportunist followers to dig their own
grave; for the ranks of the proletariat and the peasantry are
thus linked more closely together to fight out the decisive battles
for the complete liberation of th: oppressed nationalities and
for a worker and peasant government under the guidance of the
C.P. of Poland.

Emigration and Unemployment
in Fascist Italy.
By Nino B‘arbieri (Milan),

The Fascist newspapers very frequently publish statistics
as to unemployment in other countries — England, the Soviet
Union, America etc. — under the title “Unemploymient in the
countries where there is no Fascism”, believing that they will
convince people that Fascist Italy has become a country flowing
with milk and honey. According to the last official figures, there
were in Italy 85,769 unemployed at the end of October 1025,
The official figures however represent less than 50% of the
unemploved workers who are entered in the employment re-
gisters, for the benefit is only given for a limited number of
days, after which the imemployed person, even though he still
has no work, is no longer kept om the list, on the basis of
which the famous official reports are made.

From the following official data with regard to emigration
from Italy, especially in the last few years, it can be seen whether
unemp! has or has not increased during the Fascist era.
The fact that emormous numbers of workers and peasants

have left the country in the last few years in a far greater measure
than usual, in the search for new fields of work, indicates that
if the hundreds of thousands of emigrating workers had ‘stayed
at home, the number of unemployed would most certainly have
been much larger.

Italy has always supplied other countries with very con-
siderable numbers of emmgrating workers, as a result of the
constant increase of her population and the incapbility of the
ruling classes to provide work for the army of workers in a
land which is chiefly agnicultural and which has hundreds of
thousands of acres of land which could be brought under
cultivation.

Emigration from Italy to oversea countries developed bet-
ween 1881 and 1923 as follows (annual average):

1831—1890 . 99,000 emigrants
1890—1900 . 157,359 -
1901—1010 . 361,517 ”
1911—1913 . 408,550 -
1020—1923 176,203 “

The total number of Nalian emigrants to the various oversea
countries between 1881 and 1923 thus amounted to 8,115,222,
as one sees, a respectable figure, which only refers to those
officially supplied with passports.

In the “Economic Prospects 1925” published by Semator
Mortara, the following total figures concerning emigration from
Italy between 1909 and 1924 are found. (It should be remarked
that emigration from Italy which, in 1876 amounted to 108771
persons, had risen to 872,588 in 1913.)

The yearly average from 10090—1913 amounted to 670,000
emigrants. Since 1914 the annual emigration has been as follows:

1914 . 400,000
1915 | 180,000
1916 . 170,000
1917 . 00.000
1018 . 90,000
1919 . 200,000
1920 . 410,000
1921 . 230,000
1922 . 230,000
1923 . 306.000
1924 | 402,000

Before the war, the greater part of the =niigrants went to
oversea countries. Since the war, the stream of emigration has
changed its direction, owing to ihe rasiriction of immigration by
the United States, the Argentine, Canada and Australia and to
the crisis in Brazil, further to the demand for workers in the
countries on the European continent devastated by the war.

To-day the greater percentage of emigramts from lialy are
absorbed by Framce. In a speech in the Chaniber of Deputies,
Mussolini maintained that there ave in Franze 1300 agricultural
workers, 300 part tenants and 400 tenant farmers from Haly.
These figures are wrong. According to the report of the General
Commissariat there were in 1023 12,804 agricultural workers
from Italy and in 1024 20,204, These of course are only those
who crossed the frontier with official passports. According to
other statistics, the number of agricultural workers who crossed
from laly to France with official passports in 1021—-1925 was
as much as 50,000.

For some time the police have been discovering in the
border towns and in the shipping cenires actual organisations
for secret emigration with offices of their own for the sale of
forged passports and with their own commercial travellers who
visit the howes of persons supposed to be anxious to enigrate
either to the Continent or across the ocean. The trade is to
America or nearer countries, according as opportunity offers. At
the moment, secret emigration scems to be largely tending to-
wards the North. The workers and peasants who risk the
dangers, difficulties and expense of secret emigration are usually
in a desperate economic position and are shamelessly exploited
by those who make a profession of promoting secret emigration
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and enrich themselves through it — trequently nien who have
been waiters, hotel-porters, luggage-porters, shoe cleaners, sailors
etc. Numerous persons who wish to emigrate therefore try to
cross the frontier secretly without the help of such agencies.

All secret emigrants escape of course the statistics of unem-
ployment and emigration. The flocks of political refugees, the
number of whom is not even approximately known, must be
added to all those who secretly emigrate for economtic reasons.
The figures in the unemployment statistics are also reduced to
no snrall extent by the numerous political opponents of Fascism
from the ranks of the workers who are imprisoned for years.

The figures quoted by Fascism as to unemployment and
cutigration are thus, as we have shown, far removed from giving
4 correct picture .of unemployment in Italy.

IN THE INTERNATIONAL

The Fight against the Right in the
Communist Party of France.
By A. Bernard (Paris).

In the last two months there has been a considerable inten-
sification of the fight of the Communist Party of France against
the Right opposition which is partly within and partly outside
the party.

The greater acuteness of the fight is due to the fact that,
at the moment when the party begins to carry out, on a large
scale, an action for a united front. it is obliged to protect it-
self more than ever from opportunist deviations in its own
bosom. This is all the more necessary because just at that time
the “nuclens™ of opportunism which, until a short time pre-
viously had been quite insignificant, actually gaired more in-
{luence in the Party.

What accoun:s for this increased influence of the Right?

It is due to two causes:

1. The increasing development towards the Left of the
French workers, which has already found political expression in
the breach with the Left cartel and the formation of a Left
wing in the social democratic party, This development towards
the Left which prepared the soil for the united front supplies
fresh food to the opportunists; they make use of the circumstance
that this development towards the Left did not unmediately lead
to a rapid growth of the C. P. in order to accuse the party
leaders of incapability etc. and in this way they attract a
good many elements of the party which, though sound in them-
selves, have illusions as to the importance and the pace of the
development towards the Left of the working masses.

2. The existence of germs of ultra-Left tendencies, or to
put it more plainly. of remmnants of a kind of “war communism”
i the ranks of the party. The old “Lefi”, as a fraction. has
since 1923 carried on a severe fight against the opportunist
majority of the party leaders and opened the way to Bolshevism
to the party; during this time, forms and customs of internal
party life devéloped which were indispensable for that fight,
but in the long run had an unfavourable influence on the party.
In the period of the fight against the Morocco war (in the sum-
mer of 1025), which was carried on by the party at the head
of a revolutionary minority, signs of a policy suggestive of
an ultra-Left tendency became evident and consolidated them-
selves, which were not confined to the internal party regime
(over-tension of centralism) but also spread to the field of
tactics (a varrow and machanical conception of the tactics of
a united front and neglect or schematized carrying out of trade
union activitics). The insistence of the party leaders in oon-
tinuing these mistakes beyond the period of the activities against
the Morocco war, roused a certain discontent in the circles of
the members and functionaries. Fresh food was given to this
discontent by the fact that the reorgamisation on the basis of
factory nuclei mer with many difficulties in practice. The oppor-
tunists were very ciever in making use of this natural and healty
discontent for their own purposes.

We can distinguish various groups which together comyprise
what we call the “Right opposition”.

Their leading section, both as regards their ideology, their
tactics and their organisation, is the Group of the Excluded with
Souvarine at their head. The whole attitude of this group is

openly directed against the Communist Party and the Com-
munist International as they are at present. Souvarine, Rosmer
and Monatte arz in evary respect outside the Communist Inter-
nationual. They fight against the party from without, therr be
haviour is dictated by hatred of the former “Left” which turned
them out of the party. They have at their disposal two Press
organs, the “Revolution Proletarienne” (which has appearel
every month since December 1924) and the “Bulletin Commu-
niste” (which is published by Souvarine and has appzared weeklyv
since November 1925) and they work with numerous pasmiphlets.
“open letters” etc. Their activities show that they have plenty of
money at their disposal. The fact that this nucleus outside the
party actually ieads the opposition, makes the latter particularly
dangerous. '

Within the party, a group of functionaries who at one time
wer> influential in the old party, are working in close touch
with this nucleus. Their leaders are Loriot, Dunois and Poz
They urc typical representatives of the previous upper strata of
the old party, who, being adherents of the 3nd International neve:
have, ior sentimental reasons, understood nor ever will under-
stand the true nature of Bolshevist activity, organisation and
tactics. They startzd by fighting against the abolition of the
territorial sections. Ridicule of Leninism and Bolshevisation was
and is the political background on which they develop their
opportunist conception of the tactics of the united front, on
which they reject the slogan of “fraternization” with regard
to the Rift war on principle. and oppose the Central Committee
of the party with all the means of invective etc.

As a third group we must mention a number of parts
functionaries who also belonged to the old party, some of whoin
still cherish marked remmants of the old ideology while some¢
of them make the party responsible for certain deficiencies and
failures in the party work. :

A similar attitude is taken by the fourth group which is
comrosed of old trade unmion functionaries. These are good ok
syndicalists who however have not quite understood the develop-
ment of the party since the fifth World Congress.

Finally, as the fiith group we must mention a fairly large
section of lower functionaries and members who are inclined
to take an active part in the discussion of party tactics and
allow themselves to be incited against the party leaders.

Only the first two groups can be described as an actual
Right, as opponents of Bolshevist tactics in the strict sense.
During the agitation against the Morocco war they alone con-
tinued the activity they had previously begun, against the party
leaders. The other elements which must today be counted
the opposition, observed absolute discipline during the greal
action of the party.

A change occurred after the general strike. The leading
groups of the Right without and within the party multiplied their
excrtions. They transferred their activities quite to the per-
phery of the party. They developed a special propaganda in the
provinces and among the members of the trade unions.

 The same opposition which declined the invitation to appear
at the National Conference in lvry which was held from th
18th—20th of October, is stirring up trouble everywhere with
the argum:nt that they are mot given a chance to speak, thal
they are “shut up in nuclei and districts” etc. They succeed i
winning over a number of correspondents and collaborators for
the Press organs which are published outside the party and in
opposition to it.

In the meantime the party continued its action without
paying much attention to the Right. These months are of grea!
importance in the development of the party tactics. In the
course of November, by means of energetic selfcriticism on the
part of the party leaders, the party freed itself from the germs
of ultra-Left mistakes. A meeting of the enlarged Central Comt-
mitiee on December Ist and 2nd 1925 put the finishing touch
to this self-criticisni. An “open letter” of the Central Committee
of the party, addressed to all the members, points out the
mistakes made and gives directions for the various branches
of work of the party: the action for the united front, trade
union work and internal party regime. This open letter serves a5
a basis for thorough discussions in the whole party. .

This sound self-criticism of the partly leaders was very ii-
convenient for the leaders of the Right opposition. They saw
that this meant the beginning of their final isolation. For this
reason they redoubled their attacks. At the very moment when
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they had the opportunity of unburd:ning themselves within the
party in open discussion, a number of chiefs of the Right who
still belonged to the party, officially joined the editorial staff of
Souvarine's ‘“‘Bulletin” and wrote vile abusive articles against
the party leaders in its colums. In nuclei and districts they tried
to turn the discussion on to the opportunist platiorm formulated
by them. In a pamphlet “Answer to the Open Letter” at the
top of which they gave a qquotation from a speech of Stalin
at the 14th Congress of the C. P. of Russia “against the policy
of exclusions”, they formulated a new platform. They avoided
all gross opportunist deviations and accepted in form and content
— exactly the platiorm which the Conference of December ist and
2nd had formulated: an improvement of the tactics of the united
front, more intensive and careful trade union work, restoration
of democratic centralism. At the same time they made allusions
that the International agreed with them.

This “Answer to the Open Letter” which was not signed
by the excluded members was clearly a manoeuvre of retreat.
The party leaders entered on an open fight before the members
in Paris where the majority of the leaders of the Right are
found. The big settling of accounts with the programme and the
tactics of the opposition took place at four informative meetings,
to which all the nuclei sent some hundreds of delegates.

The first of these informative evenings ofifered a great sen-
sation; Loriot, from the platfcrm, rcad out a docment which
throws clear light on the whole opposition: the “Letter of the
Two Hundred and Fifty™.

This letter which was composed by the Right as long ago
as in November and despatched to the Executive Committee of
the Comimern, begins with the statement that the party is
steadily declining, only has a superficial influence on the workers
and is on the road to ruin. According to them the chief cause
is the attempt to be “over-hasty with Bolshevisation”, the result
being the dissolution of the party to its foundations and the
creation of an irresponsible all-powerful “apparatus”. The re-
medy they propose is to abandon factory nuclei as the basis
of the party and to return to tarritorial sections. The letter
further, after referring to the “severe defeat in the Municipal
elections”, turns against the tactics of the party with regard
to the Morocco war. The party ought to have realised the
unity of the workers and should have led the Social Democratic
party and the o'd C. G. T. into the battle. They maintained that
the slogans “Evacuation of Morocco” and “Fraternization” were
empty words without a definite aim. The Congresses of workers
and peasants had been bluff, the strike a severe defeat. The
campaign for trade union unity had been abandoned. the attitude
of the party in the question of Alsace Lorraine had been deter-
mined in an irrzsponsible way. The letter concludes with the
chief demand for complete democratic centralism, the right of
ree expression of opinion, room for initiative in every respect
and free discussion.

The reading of this letter was the culminating point of
the fight of the opposition. With it began the disintegration of
the opposition which is now progressing irresistibly.

In the first place this letter gav2 the party leaders the
opportunity of exposing in public the true character of the
opposition; the result was overwhelming. Even at the first of
the informative evenings of the Paris district, the handiul of
members of the Right were isolated in the hall and. by the end
of the fourth meeting, the atmospher: was such that violence
was to be feared on the part of the hundreds of representatives
of the ruclei against the heroes of the opposition numbering
about twenty. The annihilating blow struck the saboteurs of

party unity when Cemrade Doriot read two telegrams of the.

Internationa) in which collaboration with the Press organs
appearing outside the party was condemned and the communication
was made that an application of Souvarine to join the Inter-
national had been rejected. This brought about a miserable
collapse of the foul speculations of the opposition which had
hoped that “the Comintern would tend towards the Right” in
consequence of “Stalin’s victory over Zinoviev”. This unmistakable
attitude of the members gave the party leaders the opportunity
of taking energetic action against the leaders of the Right.

ey issued an ultimatum to all who signed themselves members
of the editoria) staff of or collaborated with the “Bulletin” calling
on them to abandon their collatoration officially within 48 hours.
At the same time it ratified the exclusion pronounced by two
nuclei of some old agitators of the Right who had explicitly de-
clined to give up this collaboration.

|

The reading of the letter by Loriot further resulted in the
immediate collapse of the Right. It turned out that the leaders
of the Right had obtained the majority of the signatures to
the letter by fraud. They had represented the letter as a strictly
internal document which in no circumstances womld be made
public. This had persuaded many a comrade who was critically
disposed and who would never publicly have opposed his party,
to sign it. The majority had never seen the whole of the letter,
but had only been given certain points to read which, as the
agitators of the Right had taken for granted, were in accordance
with their point of view. Some of the “signatories” had not
even known of the existence of the letter.

In consequence of this, soon after the publication of the
document, the party leaders received numerous written and verbal
protests or communications disclaiming solidarity from the
“signatories”. Indignant at the trick which had been played
on them, they declared themselves in favour of the party leaders
and against the opposition.

A wedge has thus been driven between the opportunists and
the members with sound criticism. The latter have resumed their
place in the party. Everywhere they are returming full of honest
intentions to the practical work in the nuclei.

The party leaders have put into action the best weapon
against the opposition; they have continued the process of clean-
sing party politics from the remnants of “war communism.” The
meeting of the eunlarged Central Committee which was held
from Jan. 31st — Feb. 2nd is an enormous advance in this
direction. On the basis of these resolutions, the party will,
without the ‘“help” of the opportunists, prepare for the Party
Congress which will bring us a united Bolshevist party and the
final liquidation of the “Right”. )

The Results of the Leningrad District
Conference.
(Telegram to the “Inprecorr”.)
Moscow, t4th February 1926.

Today the 23rd extraordinary Party Conference of the Lenin-
grad district came to an end. Alter the report of comrade
Bucharin on the results of the XIV. Party Conierence of the
C. P. of the Soviet Union the district unanimously adopted a
resolution by which they unconditionally agree to the Party
decisions. declaring them as correct, and decidedly condemning
the attempts of the opposition, by means of a fraction movement,
to oppose the Leningrad Party organisation to the whole Party.

The district Conference unanimously forwarded a greeting
of welcome to the Enlarged Executive of the E. C. C. L in
which, among ciitzr things, it was stated:

“The capitalist world is again faccd with large upheavals.
Increased exploitaiion, political rcaction and Fascist dictatorship
in the copitalist countries serve to strengthen inevitably th:
discontent of the working masses. The wave of the labour
movement and of the great struggle for emancipation of the
colonial peoples continues to strike with increasad force agamst
the strongholds of the bourgeois rule; it undermines the Younda-
tion and pillars of imperialism in the advanced imperialist coun-
tries, as well as in the backward enslaved peoples of China,
India and Egyvpt, where the revolutivuary forces are gathering
together. But there are still large hindrances and difficulties 1o
be overcome in order 1o lead all the exploited amxd workers in
the tight against imperialism. All this requires the still stronger
unity of the working class. the further development of the policy
of the united front of the proletariat under the leadership of
the Comimntern.

The beost weapon of the emancipation fight of the workers
is the Bolshevism of the Communist Parties and their work
on the basis of true Marxism-Leninism. The Leningrad prole-
tarians and Communists greet the successes of the brother parties
in the sphere of real tolishevisation.

In the construction of socialism in their own country, the
Leningrad proletarians and communists regard themselves as
one of the tools of the international fight for socialism and are
thereby iirmly comvinced that every new success of the socialist
coustruction in this single country of the vicforious proletariat
strengthens the position of socialism in the whole world.

Through the resolutions of the XIV. Party Congress of the
C. P. of the U. S. S. R.. with which the Leningrad organisation
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unreservedly agrees, the correct policy in the further Party
work is assured, the proletarian dictatorship on the basis of
Leninist policy, of the firm alliance with the great mass of the
peasantry is strengthened.

The difficult J)eriod which our organisation experienced
during the recent discussion, has only served to strengthen our
inner consolidation and steel-like unity. The Leningrad organi-
sation has always been a basis of panty unity and of the leading
Party staff of the C. C. True to their bolshevist traditions the
Leningrad orian.isation has completely overcome the attempts to
oppose it to the wholé Party, which is proved by the unanimous
resolution of our district Coference. The Leningrad organisation
again stands under the banner of the unshaken unity of the
C. P. of the U. S. S. R.

We send the Enlarged Executive Committee of the E. C. C.
I, and through it to the revolutionary proletariat in the whole
world, our hearty proletarian greetings and declare that the
Comintern can always fully rely upon our unshaken faithfullness
to the cause of the workers, upon our firm resolution to fight
1o the end under the banner and the leadership of the Comintern
for the proletarian world revolution.”

UNION OF SOVIET REPUBLICS. .

Two Years of Money Reform in the
Soviet Union,

By N. Briuchanov, People’s Commissar for the Finances
of the Soviet Union.

“A really important question is that of the stabilisation of
the rouble. We attach decisive economic importance to this task.
It we succeed in stabilising the rouble for a Jong period and
subsequently for ever, it means that we have won.”

 These words of Lemin should be regarded as a legacy for
the financial and oconomic functionaries of the Soviet Union, a
legacy which we must indefatigably repeat and of which we
must constantly remind those who, unfortunately, often forget the
importance of a siable currency for our economic construction
and our economic rise.

Two years have elapsed since the Treasury rouble came to
the help of the Chervonetz which had preceded it by fourteen
months as a substitute for the Soviet paper money which had
tnnbled headlong into the abyss.

The tempestuous growth of prices which was characteristic
of the period of the falling currency was followed from that
moment by one of stability of the general level of prices. The
tremendous gap between the prices for industrial products and
the prices for agricultural products disappeared. The exchange
of goods betwen town and village which was threatening 1o
cease aliogether — we need omly recall the “sale crisis” of the
autumn of 1923 — quickly began to revive. The Chervonetz
which at that time had fairly established itself as the means of
exchange in the town, and the Soviet paper money which was
still found in circulation in the slower exchange of goods in the
country and which was steadily sinking in value, found. after
the decree lorbidding the further issue of Soviet paper money
and after the price of its redemption had been established, a
common language. the language of the new rouble Treasury*
notes and the silver 20 kopek pieces.

. This gave a powerful impulse to the general rise of the
economic, national, social and political life of the country.

We will not attempt to characterise the great variety of
economic resulls which were achieved in the two years on the
basis of the firm currency. We will confine ourselves to pointing
cui two facts concerning prices and the circulation of money.

The amount of money put into circulation during the two
vears increased fourfold, from 312 millions on February 1st
1924 to 1250 millions on February 1st 1926. During the same period
the parity of our Chervonetz as compared with foreign gold
currency remained stable at 100%. and on the whole the
purchasing power of our stable currency remained steady in our
home markets and there were only slight fluctuations which
aftected individual groups of goods in certain seasons, 2specially
in the small retail trade.

It was only because the growth of the amount of money in
circulation corresponded with the growth of the production of
goods and the increase of the turnover of goods that we were

atle to increase our wealth fourfold| to have four times as mch
money while maintaining the stability of its purchasing power.
Any disturbance of this balanced relationship would inevitably
have eficted our stable currency. Any surplus of money, any
excessive issue of new amounts of money inevitably results in a
depreciation of the stable currency in the howe markets, a
stagnation due to a lack of profitableness in the export of goods
(while maintaining the gold parity), a stagnation which inevi-
tably causes a stagnation of imports, the threat of a crisis il the
general economic rise, in the development of large State indu-
stry and of a proper exchange of goods between town and
country.

Our miscalculations in the autumn (when we erred — by way
of overestimation — both as regards the objective condifions —
harvest — and as regards the subjective possibilities of a syste
matic influence on the rural markets) led us, on the eve of the
second anniversary of the reform of currency, to the verge of
inflation, to the verge of depreciation of the stable currency in
consequence of the growth of the exchange of goods which was
out of proportion to the issue of money.

We shall meet this danger with the firm unshakeable resoive
to avoid it by temporarily arresting the further increase of
the total amount of money, even by a certain limitation of the
money in circulation. The temptation further to force econom
growth by issuing new money, without considering the stabe
curreicy, a temptation which attracts some of our comrades
who are economic functionaries, simply must not exist for us.
We know that this way would inevitably lead us to the inclined
plane of the forced industrialisation of our economics, to the
complete collapse of our stable currency, to the collapse of our
plans in every direction.

We recall Lenin’s legacy and are mot satisfied that we have
so far succeeded in stabilising our rouble “for a long period’
(two years), we want to stabilise it “for ever”.

This will mean that “we have won”.

Productivity of Labour, Socialist Accumu-
lation and Rationalisation of Production.
By Z. Leder (Moscow).

L.

The campaign for increasing the productivity of labour was
begun on fairly broad lines a year and a half ago. The work
of the party, the trade unions and the Soviets was carried on
under the slogan of: “Increased productivity of Labour!”

The campaign gradually drifted into the current of daily
work, and it seemed as though new and urgent tasks had sup-
planted the task which had been declared to be one of our
most important ones by the plenum of the C.C. in August 1924.

Even at that time however it was emphasised that work
for increasing the productivity of Labour was not a *“storm
campaign”. Lenin himself taught us “that the productivity of
work is at bottom the most important and chief factor for
bringing about the victory of the new order of society”. As
early as 1910 he pointed out that “aiter having completed the
task of overthrowing the bourgeoisie and of defeating all re-
sistance on their part, the working class will be faced by the
niore important and ditiicult task of creating new social connec
tions, a new discipline of Labour, new organisations of Labour
which will combine the newest scientific and technical achieve-
ments with the union of a mass of conscious collaborators who

will create socialist production on a large scale.”

In our day we are faced by the second task described by
Lenin as quoted above. This is a task which will take years,
the task of construction which is socialist in its essentials.

It is therefore necessary to look back on the path we have
so far travelled and clearly to outline our further work and
the next stages of our development.

IL.

Above all, what have we had in the past and what have
we achieved up to the present moment?

In May 1925, the representatives of the economic organs, the
reporters of the trade unions and the representatives Ol the
Central Control Commission all stated that the former tendency
for the increase of wages to exceed the growth of the produc-
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tivity of Labour has been supplanted by the opposite tendency
for wages to fall behind the productivity of Labour.

According to statistics produced by Comrade Dshersinski
in his report at the 3rd Soviet Congress, the work accomplished
by a worker in October 1924 exceeded that of October 1923
by 22,7%. whilst wages had increased by 26,2%; from October
1923 to February 1925 the increase of productivity amounted to
54,5% and that of wages to 274%.

According to a table presented by Comrade Korotkov at the
Plenary Conference of the C.C., at which the quarterly reports
were compared, the productivity of Labour had increased by
52,6% from the first quarter 1923:24 to the first quarter of
192425, and wages only by 46,5%. At the same time Comrade
Vladimirov, a member of the Presidium of the Trade Union
Coungil of the Soviet Union came to similar conclusions re-
garding the relative increase of the productivity of Labour and
of wages.

Since then the situation has changed. From January to March
1925, the number of workers in large State industry had amoun-
ted to 1,430,000—1,460,000; in December of the same year, we
had as many as 1,774,000 workers, i.e. by 300,000 more. We
employed new groups of workers who were not sufficiently
trained, prepared and disciplined and got new factories and works
going and made full use of the equipment which up to that
time had not been used to the full; these were however factories
and works, engines, turner’s lathes and means of production
which were less useful, more worn out and less productive.

The final result is nevertheless that in the last few months
we can once more observe a swing of the pendulum towards a
favourable development of the productivity of Labour and of
wages. Comrade Dshersinski in his report at the 14th Party
Conference of the Moscow district in December 1925, compared
the statistics of May 1925 with those of the latest report and
showed that there was a growth of the productivity of Labour
by 384%. and of wages by 49%. Another calculation, that of
the Supreme Council for National Economy, also shows that
since the 2nd quarter of 1923,24 (April—june 1924) until the
3rd quarter of 1924'25 (July—September 1025), the productivity
of Labour increased by 40,5%. and that of wages by 37.4%.
Thus, according to Comrade Dshersinski’s report, there was, as
early as in December last year, a deviation from the normal
relation between the productivity of Labour and wages; ac-
cording to another calculation, a similar change is imminent.
According to calculations of the writer of this article, the pro-
ductivity of Labour increased from October 1924 to October 1925
by 21,4% and wages by 21,6% (according to the Trade Union
Council of the Soviet Union by 20,7%).

If, instead of comparing individual moments, we had applied
the graphic method to both movements, we should easily have
been convinced that the curve of the productivity of labour,
instead of keeping fairly parallel to the curve of wages, as it

. did the whole time, is once more beginning to deviate from it.

.

. Let us pass from figures to the question of the econoinic
significance of the “opening of the scissors” between the pro-
ductivity of labour and wages which is once more to be observed.
We know, that in our order of society, wages are part of
the product of labour after the deducation of that part which
1s required for the restoration and extension of original stock
and for covering the necessarv national and social expenses.

If wages increase as compared with efiective work to such
an extent that there is not enough surplus to cover the expenses
mentioned. it results in the wearing out of means of production
without their being restored. or in an additional value being
taken from the work of the peasants.

If we dwell on the latter point, we cannot even to-day, in
spite of the fact that the burden of taxation on the peasant has
been relieved, maintain with full certainty that we give him
even the pre-war equivalent when exchanging goods in the form
of industrial wares. We have. at any rate, actually got so far
that the distance between the curves of industrial and agri-
cultural prices which, in October 1923 was threeiold. fell in the
second half vear of 192425 (April to September 1925) to 1.00
and in the first quarter of 102526 to 1.22. Unfortunately how-
ever. the approach between these two lines is only partly due
to a reduction of the prices of industrial products. and to a

very large extent due to an increase of the prices of agricuitural
goods, i.e. to the detriment of an increase of the actual wages
of urban workers. '

A second, not less important circumstance is that the ap-
proach of these two curves only concerns wholesale prices. The
peasant must, as a rule, sell his agricultural products at whole-
sale prices and buy industrial products at retail prices, to which
must be added that the costs of retail trade in villages are par-
ticularly high. It is therefore actually of interest for the peasant
to compare the present retail prices with those of pre-war times,
in doing which he can observe that even in the towns he pays
almost three times as much for calico, more than twice as
much for sugar, 1'/» times as much for matches, 3!;: times as
much for salt etc. He on the other hand, only gets 1,6 timnes as
much for his cereals as in pre-war times.

Let uns leave aside for the moment the question of how
the exchange ot goeds between town and village can be brought
into a relationship which is as favourable for the peasant as in
pre-war times. Even then we shall not escape the question of
ensuring the supplementary product for socialist industry even
to an extent which will guarantee its progressive development.

Such a development however means a transition to a higher
stage of technique. This means that our industry which inherited
extremely backward technics and organisation will be guaranteed
the possibility of acquiring new machines and new equipment,
of establishing more up to date organisation of production and
also of organising itself on the lines of the latest achievements
of capitalist science and technics.

We need not waste many words in proving that much money
and much material are required for this. It is clear that we can
only be sure of obtaining the necessary means on the condition
that wages are raised at a pace which will make it possible
to keep back a sufficient sum for the restoration and reconstruc-
tion of our original stock and for the purchase of new machines
and equipment. This again would facilitate work, make it far
more productive which, on its part, would make it possible to
reduce the prices of industrial goods and further to raise wages.

Wages must increase on the basis of the growing produc-
tivity of labour in such a way that socialist accumulation is
guaranteed in sufficient measure and at the necessary rate.

.

What paths can and must we take in the immediate future
in order to reach the stages indicated® Our reply is: the path
of the rationalisation of production, further the path of the im-
provement of the organisation of production and, in no less a
measure, the path of the improvement of its technique.

We must transfer our indusiry to a higher technical level;
that cannot be denied. All our efforts must be directed towards
this aim. This is no less indisputable. For the time being how-
ever, we must import the greater part — or a considerable part
— of our new equipment from abroad. For this purpose we
require much ready money or Iong period credits. Unfortunately.
as we now know. our ready money has been reduced by- last
year's negative balance, so that the influx of new means will
be far less satisfactory in the current year than we had expected.
The result is that we are compelled to limit the import of equip-
ment to the minimum. As yet it is difficult to say how far we
shall succeed in increasing these imports by long period credits.
In any case it is undoubtedly necessary to be strictly systematic
and economical in the use of these means.

Apart however from providing our factories and works with
new and better equipment, much, very much can be done in the
wav ol improving the organisation of ou rproduction, by doing
awav with slackness, awkwardness. superficiality of every kind.
by introducing strict system into the work, by exact allocation
ot funclions and division of labour. by making better use of
machines and workers, by facilitating the work of the workers
by comparatively cheap arrangentents (of a sanitary and hygienic
nature, and for transport within the works), by improving the
technique of the methods of work. by improving the warehousing
and book-keeping, the technical control of the whole managemert
of production and the technique of the whole system of ad-
ministration.
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FOR 1HE UNITY OF THE TR2DE UKION |
MOVEMENT i

The Attitude of the Leaders of the Mexican
Trade Union Movement
By F. Bellugue (Moscow).

During the ast few months of last yvear we have reporied
the atlempts of Amwterdam International 10 persuade the Crom
(Trade Union Federation of Mexico) to join the International
Federation of Trade Unions. One of the secretaries fo the Crom
conductzd negotiations with the Red Intermational in '‘Moscow
in 1921, However, at the Ist Congress of the R. 1. L. U. there
was no official representative ol the Crom.

The membership of the Crom, accerding to th2 estimaies
oi 15 members and the additional statem:nts from Amsterdam
is about one mvillion. This figure, however, should be taken with
reservations, since it is bound to give us the impression of being
exaggerated for a youmg trade union novement of Latin America
with only '. million industrial wo:kers and an enormous ma-
jority of agricultural labourers. The R. I. L. U. assisted to a
much greater extent in the trade union movement of Mexico
than the L. F. T. U. amd invited the Crom to Moscow to paiti-
cipate in the work of the 2nd Congress of the Red International
in December, 1022, The Crom accepted the invitation of the
R. L L. U. amd sent 3 delegates, who, however, failed to arrive
ot their destination.

The truth oi the matter is that the Crom has not fuliilled
the obligations given by the “worxer delegate”, whom Mexico
<ent to the Moscow Embassy to the members of the Executive
Bureau of the R. I, L. U. The Crom explains this by a letter sem
o Moscow stating that for the moment they had no intention of
joining one of the existing Internationals and bad not authorised
one of their delegates to invite anyonme to their next Congress.

The R. I. L. U. asked the Crom Executive to pass a unani-
mous resolution at their next Congress, due to take place in a
Tow o weeks, in favour of the only luternational which unites all
workers cf all Continents.

ihe au’tude of the leaders of the Crom is anfagonistic to the
prog-amm: of the organisaticu. It is mentiousd 1n the Crom's
leclaration ol principles that considering the fact the emplovers
are joining Internatiomal Unions, the working class must join.
through their national unions, onz Union of 2ll the workers, of
the world. i

From the above mentioned disavowal of the “workar's dele-
vate” it follows that neither Moscow nor Amsterdam will
he represented “for the time being”. at the forthcoming Congress
of the Crom. This is a grave sin against the duties of international
solidarity. This resolution of the leader of the Crom has been
influenced by the opinions of the late Samuel Gompers, who has
fcund a worthy sulcessor in the present chairman of the A. T
of L. (American Federation of Latory and the Pan-American
FFederation of Labor, William Green, and in the secrefary cf the
latter organisation Santiage Iglesias. Bosides this also shows that
ihe leaders of the Crom are afraid that a delegate of the R. L L. 11
might have an influenca, which they mmnsider undesirakle.

The leaders of the Crom send ‘worker delegates 10 Paris,
Herlin, New York, Moscow. elc., 10 study the labour movemants
and their trade union organisations. On the other hand they are
aprosed to the same action by worker delegates of any other
Trade Union Imternational coming on behal of millions of or-
canised workers and demanding assistance in forming a umnited
Internatioal including the workers of all countries and races.

Fven the most conservative trade union organisation the
\. F. of L., have admitied to their Congress Purcell of the Left,
who most definitelv advocated the idea of umity between the
I'rade Unions of Great Britain, and the Sovieft Union and of
International Trade Union Unity,

The attitude of the leaders of the Crom exceeds in intolerance
+~ven that of the A, F. of L. )

Will the orgairised nrasses approve the action of their leaders
who are opposed to the idea of Intermational Trade Union Unity?
will the delegates at the forthcoming Conference of the Crom
hear the proposals made bv the R. G. L? The results of the
Congress which is to take place n a few days will show us.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY

The Executive Bureau of the R. I. L. U. on
the International Women’s Day.

Moscow, February 8th 192.

The Executive Bureau of the Red International of Labou
Unions has issued a circular (o all the aifiliated organisations
in which it calls uron them actively to support the carrying ow
of this year's International Women’s Day and attract broad
sections of working women into this campaign.

In this vear it is especially necessary to place the slogan
of trade umion unity in the foreground.

For the preparation ol the Tzmpaign it is reccmumended that:
the actual questions concerning women's wo:k, the organisator
and propagandist carrying out of the campaign in the communist
trade union fractions, the treatment of these questions in the
press, especially the revival of the movement ot the wonwn
worker correspondents should ke discussed. During the can-
paign as mauy meetings as possible are to be convened for
working women of the different branches and above all o
Franches in which especially large numbers of women are
occupied. Naturally workmen are also invited to these meetings.

OBITUARY

Larissa Reissner. .
By L. Sossnovsky (Moscow).

On February Oth 1926, Comrade Larissa
Reissner died of typhoid in Moscow after mich
suffering. Born in Leningrad on May lIst 18%
as daughter of Professor Michael Reissner, the
famous communist lawyer. she occupied herself
~with  literature  frem her  vouth, she especiall
carried on a campaign against the imperiaiist
war and social patriotism, took zn active part a3
a Communist in the civil war on the East and
Scuth fronis and fater sp.nt a long time in fore:gn
countries, among them Germany. Her best known
works are “The Front. 1018--1919” and “Ham-
burg on the Barricades”, which have been trans-
lated into German. Editor.

_In Larissa Reissner the Soviet Union has lost one of 5
first rate journalists, a vigorous character. in the prime of
life and full of the joy of life.

She is perhaps the only one among our journalists who
has the right to be called not only a fighter but an artist
There are altogzther but few artists’ among us journalists. Bt
i the Press ol Soviet Union we cannot boasy of such a comt
bination of fine artistic, literary gifts with the true fighting spirit
of the revolutionary communist.

Larissa Reissuer was attracted by storms. Hardly had the
tempest broken over Hamburg when she was there fo I
us with her pen info the proletarian fight for communism. Her
pen gave the distant, misty scene impressive and sharp out
lines and a familiar form. She showed that the dock worker of
Hamburg bears a striking resemblance to the turner of Lugansk.
He hates the exploiter no less thoroughly, he is equally brave
in fighting nis strongest opponent, he has the same contempt
for danger and he also can yield if necessary, in order 10
gain force for a new assault. The Hamburg proletarians. the
heroes of the barricades were brought nearer to us, seem
more closelv related 1o when Larissa Reissner told us
about them.

‘Do we know anvthing ‘of Krupp and other rulers of bour-
geois Germany of our tines except general facts and 2 few
figures? We ought however to know. and Larissa Reissner
sees that we do so. Hardly had she recovered from her it
Pressions of Hamburg, than she penetrates into the offices
of the Krupp directors. collects impressions there and tells us
how the magnates of world capital live and rule.

us,
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I shall never forge: one of hor best feuilleiwns of recem
times. It appe:red under the title “Milk”. Never has anyone
introduced us in such a telling way to the daily life and the
household of the German worker. Early in the morning, the
milkman chnibs the stairs of a large tenement house. Larissa
Reissner invites us to follow him into each flat. We see at
what cost the working class family procures the scanty jug
of milk. We see the border-line of distress. We make the
aquaintance of working class families from whose tables milk
has entirely disappeared. In doing so we penetrate into the
very souls and see the attitudes of mind of working Germany
subjected to the Daves plan. We see before us the drama of
two generations, the old and the young. In other words, the
story of the passing milkman in the house inhabited by workers
suffices, under the sharp, gifted pen of the artist and journalist
to show us the genuine, suffering and fighting Germany of the
workers not only in dry figures and diagrams but in living,
unforgettable form.

Wherever Larissa Reissner might be, under fire in 1018
in the Red flotilla on the Volga, when fate tossed her to Afgha-
nistan, where she succeeded in seeing European imperialism face
to face at its work in the colonies, when she was in the coal
fields of the Ural. in the huts of the home-workers in Central
Russia, in the working-class suburb of Hamburg when the
smoke cf pewder had not vet dispersed — she was alwayvs a
keen cbserver in whcm were combtined in an incomparakie
original way. the fighter. the artist and the chronicler.

Full of the joy of lif>, mobile, undaunted. she might have
turned up unexpectedly any day in a new spot far or near.

And now she has left us unexpectedly. One of the best
has been taken from us.

BOOK REVIEWS

Leon Trotzky: ,,Whither England ?¢
By M. Beer.

Trotzky set himseli the task of tearing up the wide-spread
and close-meshed net of historical tradiuon, sociological con-
fusion, ideological compromises, political hypocrisy and conven-
tional lies in which the revolutionary outlines of present-day Eng-
land are wrapped. in order to show the British working class
its own strengith. to open up to it the sources of power from
its own history and to enable it to arm itseli memally and maie-
rially for the coming decisive light. This task is chiefly a critical
and polemical one. Nevertheless there is much that is positive in
it; its chief objects are to combat false ideas. to render dishonest
but influential advisers harmless by irony and satire, to throw
light on and o complete the half truths of friends. to remove
superannuated leaders from the saddle and to inspire timid leaders
with courage and confidence.

The writer takes his material from the English history of
recent and quite modern times. He reminds the British bour-
geoisie of the fights which accompanied their rise. of the intre-
pidity and unscrurulousncss with which thev carried them
through aud the success which they achioved, and calls their
attention 10 the grave-diggers who are waiting to rayv the l23t ho-
nours to them

The gist of the Fook is the idea that Cireat Briwin is in the
last stages of her capitalistic course in world history, i e on
the eve of a proletarian revolution.

The first chapter which is called “the Decline of England™,
comains in concise form the main thouvhts which are dralt with
in the other chapters. The writer wuches en the political revolu-
tion tn the middle of the 17h century (the transition from personal
monarchy to the parl imentary form of governmenty and the eco-
nomic revolution in the last quarter of the 18th century (the tran-
sition from an agrarian and conunercial State to an metria]_
State), which have made Fngland the model capitalist country of

L

*) Leo Trotzkv: .Wohin weilt England? Deutsche Verlag--
Giesellschaft fiir Politik und Goeschichte, Berlin, W 8

An English translation of this work, under the tile *Whither
I'igland”, has been published and is obtainable from the ~Daily
Worker™, Publishing Co.. Chicago.
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the world. This splendour lasted until the last quarter of the
‘10th century, when it was gradually undermined by the industrial
rise of Gzrmany and America. The economic revolution was clo-
sely followed by the Chartist movement, the first rising ol the

" British . working class (1825—1855), which was still unmature

but ccmained tihe nucleus of all the theoretical and tactical pro-
blems and censiderations which have occupied the attention of
the whole soc’alist movement in Europe in later decades. Aficr
the defeat of Chartism an epoch of social peace supervened,
which English industrialism and liberalism, its social expression,
attained their zenith. Only aiter the industrial predominance ol
Cireat Britain had been shaken, did the working class slowh
awaken io political independence, and the labour Party was
found:zd by the trades unions. The trade unions abandoned their
anti-revolutionary attitude, took part in extensive strikes and
political election campaigns, formulated revolutionary ideas, the
essential feature ol which was the “control of production’;
then came the great war. In the meantime the capitalist class was
wrestling with the process of its economic decline and tried io
find a remedy in the world war, but was greatly disillusioned.
for it was just the world war which accelerated the decline of
British capitalism.

“During the years of war” -- says Trotzky. - ‘‘the
gigantic economic preponderance of the United States deve-
lop2d and was revealed in its full magnitude. When the Uni-
ted States, so to speak, abandoned their position as a trans.
atiantic provincial Power, Great Britain was, with one blow.
forced into the second place.”

For the tinte being, both Powers are working together but
“Anglo-American co-operation” is preparing for war just as the
period of reforms is preparing for the epoch of revolution. The
very fact that England by way of “reforms™, i. e. of agreemen:x
with America extorted by compulsion, will vield one position
alter another,

“will {inally compel her to offer resistance”.

There is a definite connection between the causes of the
awakening of the British working class and the rise of the eco-
nomic power of America and that of the economic decline of Bri-
ush capitalism. Great Britain was even incapable of re-estabii-
shing the eyuilibrium of her war finances and of her currency
hovering on the brink of disaster, witheut financial heln from
America; but at the samwe time she became dependent en Wail
Street (the seat of American high Fnance in New York). The
London dzily papers (the “Daily Mail and the “[2atlv Chronicla™)
expressed it in a still more brual wav by saving ihat Groeat
Britain had becomte an appendage of the United States,

In the grip of these pincers, the British bourgeoisie has Jost
its traditional capability of meeting the revolunionary movem nt
by relorms,

“Fear of revolution™, savs Trotzky, “has up 0 now,
made British capitahists inclined to agree to concessions and
reforms, as long as the material possibilities of British capi-
talism were unlimited or appeared to e so. Thev could
legalise the trade unions. abolish the corn duties, grant im-
proved conditions of Labour, reform the franchise. s
social laws ¢re. In the present world siuaten of Great Bri-
tamn which is chanzed to its core. the threat of revolur »n
does not suffice to d-ive the bourgeoisie torwards but raiher
paralyses the last remains of its cvonont. mitiative. Now,
not the threat of revolution but revolution fiseli «~ gectssary.”™
In the following chapters the author thoroughly analises

Stanley Baldwin, the cunning leader of the rrosent Britich policy
who is still a: his post; then Ramsay MacDonald the incorrigible
eclectician and compromiser. Sidney Webb. the head of the Fa-
Pians aud the anthor of the expression “the ineviability of gri
dual evolution™, and finally George Lansbury, the <ocial refornist
enthusiasy and English Tolstolan.

On Mu-ch 12th, Baldwin made a grear speech in Leeds on
the fate of Gireat Britain, in which he expressed his fear of N){i'l-
lisne, and instructed the British worker that his way o well-beiny
lav no: along the path of reveluvon but along that of gradual
evolution \s in doing ~o Baldwin referred 10 Irotzky. the later
gives him a private lecture on the course f hismr\_ \&.'hiC].l evey-
where and at all times. m home and foreigu policy. fulfils ifsell oy
means of viofent concussions. wars and civil wars, Every greas
step in Fnglish progress, of a constitutional or social retorns:st
nature, has either been the direct consequence ot England’s inter-

——
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nal struggles or external wars, or the indirect consequence oi
similar forcible events abroad which have cast their reflection as
far as the Thames. As regards the last stage of British capitalism,
it is undoubtedly more difticult for the British workig class to
enter the phase of acute revolution than it was for the Russian
proletariat. For
“the grcater the wealth and the higher the level of cul-
ture of a country, the older and more developed its parlia-
mentary democratic traditions, the more difficult it is for the
Commmnist Party to seize the power, but the more quickly
and successfully will Socialism be constructed when power
has been conquered ... The British proletariat will moreover,
when it has seized power, be able to rely on the enormous
material and human resources of the Soviet Union, for -
and this we will not conceal from Mr Baldwin -- the cause
of the British proletariat is at least as much our cause as s
and was the cause of the Russian Lourgeoisie the affair of
the British Conservatives™.

It is not gradual evolution which will save Great Briin
from the crisis, but a new cconomic revolution — the transfor-
mation of the whole economic system on a uniform socialist plan.
But this transformation can onlv take place after a political revo-
lution, after the seizure ¢f poveer by the British working class.
As however the bourgeoisie will certainly not rencunce 1ts rights
of property and its rule voluntarily, it is necessary to proceed
courageously and on revolutionary lines. Up to now history has
found no other methods for its processes ol transformation; and
Great Britain will be no exception.

The polemics against Baldwin are at the same time polemics
against the present leaders of the political Labour movement:
MacDonald, Webb, Snowden, ). H. Thomas etc. For the method
of these leaders is also that of gradual evolution. Trotzky remils
the leaders for instance that, had not the Russian revolution been
fought out in 1917, there would have been no Latour Government
in 1024. Not gradual evolution tut the great war and the Russian
Revolution gave Britain the general franchise in 1918 and, six
vears later, the Labour Government which, it is true. accom-
plished little, but was of great historical signilicance for the
luture.

In the whoie of his polemics, Trotzky hits at Baldwin but
means it for Webb; for it is Fabianism which. since its founda-
tion, has tried to prevent the spread of Marxist doctrines, to
blunt the class war and 10 side track the whole of political life
on to Reformist lines. Trotzky considers it extremely important
to combat the Fabians. The deteat of these corrupters of the mini
would considerably facilitate and accelerate the victorioug cou-se
of the British working class. Fabianism confirmed the political
Labour leaders in their views that the sooial revolution is an un-
fortumate privilege of the continental workers; but events wiil
sooner or later reveal the backwardness of these views.

“1t will take much less time” savs the writer. “{o trans-
form the Labour party into a revolutionary party, than it
took tc found it."”

Against the will of the leaders, a process is going on among
the masses which will finallv put an end to the Liberal Parlia-
mentary traditions and at the same time do away with the old
leaders MacDomnald, Henderson, Webb etc,

Orne of the fincst passages in the book is the parallel drawn
between Calvinism, the religion of the revolutionary bourgeoisie
and Marxism, the docirine of the revolutionary proletariat,

“Calvinism, with its doctrine of predestination. was the
mystical form in which the attempt was made to grasp the
laws of historical processcs. The rising bourgeoisie felt that
the laws of history were in its favour; it formulated this
consciousness in the doctrine of predestination. The Calvinist
denial of ivee will by no means paralysed the revolutionary
energy of the interpreters who felt themselves called upon
to complete an historical act. A parallel can, with some justi-
tication. be drawn between the part plaved by the doctrine
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of predestination in the Puritan revolution and the pan
rlaved by Marxism (economic deferntinism) in the prole-
tarian revolution. In both cases, the increased activity is not
bas¢d on private opinions and subjective sensations but on
the reccgnition of law, which in the one case is felt mysti
cally and in the other case realised scientifically.”

The British working class should in any case — in contra-
distinction to its leaders — draw more correct conclusions froi:
the history of England and make a special study of the Englisi
civil war (the revolution of 1640-—-1660), the part played b
Cromwell, and of Chartism. Just as the civil war or the fight of
the rising bourgeoisie against the personal momarchy and the
fcudal lords was only fully developed by the sword and Crom-
well’s dictatorship, the coming proletarian revolution in Gre:
Britain can oniy ulfil its task 1t it is filled with the determination
ot the rising bourgeoisie of the 16th and 17th centuries and fol-
lesws the decision and tactics of Cromwell. It is no less importum
to study the Chartist pericd.

The fulsome eclectics and the pacifism of MaoDonald appear
only to be valid when he preaches to ilte workers. When however
MacDonald was at the head of the British Government, he for-
got his fulsomeness and his pacifismm and dealt with the Egyp-
tians and Indiane with a severity equal to that of Mr Baldwm
and Lord Birkenhead. He did not distand the police neither did
he have prisons destroyed. On the contrary, he built new prisons
and also five new battle pruisers. In practice, MacDonald’s paci-
fism amounts ty the principle that the oppressed should not use
force against the capitalist State and that the colonial peoples
should not successiully revolt against British imperialism, He has
learnt nothing either from the English revolution or from
Chartism.

Trotzky anticipates the proletarian revolution in Great Bri-
tain in the near tuture. In his opinion, it will be one of the
greatest dramas of history, for on the one side is the implacable.
cold, cruel bourgeoisie, which will shrink from nothing in the
fight to maintain its rule. and on the other side a proletaria
whose passions have been fauned info flame and let loose in their
whole depth and breadth in the Fight for emancipation.

“The fate of the English proletariat in this fight is lin-
ked with the fate of the whole of humanity. The world
situation and the part played by the English proletariat i
production and in society, guarantee it the victory — pro-
vided that it is under a good and determrined revolutionar:
leadership.”

This leidership can only be given by a strong Communisi
P‘arty which is closely allied with the masses of workers. This
Party is only in the making. The question therefore is:

“Will it be possible to form a strong Communist Par;
closely allied with the masses and which, at the given mo:
ment. will be able to draw all the necessary practical con-
clusions from the crisis which is constantly bacoming mor:
acute? England's fate is now involved in this question.”

Trotzky concluides his first chapter with these sentences, and
the closing words of his last chapter are of the same tenor:

*The Communist Party mmust develop into the party of
the prolutirian dictatorship and ninst assume power. We cai-
not escape from this. There is no bypath, Whoever helieves
that there is one, and proclaims it, is deceiving and be
traying the British working class. This is the quintessence
ol our analysis.”

_Theie is much in this book which seems too hopelul, Bui
in such matters, the outsider, who is gifted with a thoroughl:
train:d talent for observation and with the necessary knowledge.
has the advantage over the insider who only sees the difficulties
and loses perspective. ’

Trotzkv's book deserves 1o be ranked among the best pro-
ductions of Marxist literature.
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