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Labour Movement. )

Chang-Tso-Lin and the Soviet Union.

Leading article ofjthe “Pravda” of 29th January 1926.

The conflict between Chang-Tso-Lin and the Soviet Union to the following: Marshall Chang-Tso-Lin is by no means syno-
regarding the question of the Eastern Chinese railway has taken  mymouns with the whole of China, The broadest circles of Chinese
a favourable turn. At any rate the acule stage has already been  society, all masses of the people, see in Chang-1 so-Lin a counter-
passed. revolutionary Ceneral and an immediate agent of Japanese im-

Nevertheless one miust pass in review all that has happened  perialism. It must be added that Chang-Tso-Lin relies to a certain
and all that is now taking place. The methods of the management  cxtent on the armed forces of the Russian white-guardists who
and administration of the Fastern Chinese railway are, as is  were driven into Manchuria.
known, determined by a definite Treaty between our govermment From the standpoint of the foreign policy of China he is the
and China, which treaty has also been signed by the Mukden  embodiment not of the struggle for the independence of China,
authorities. Contrary to all treaties between China and the im- bul of the struggle against this independence. From the stand-
perialist Stales, this Treaty between us and China was concluded  point of the inner policy of China. he is the embodiment of Chi-
on our part as with a completely and perlectly equal party. Such  nese »countcr-revolution. ) )
treaties do not exist between China and the other foreign States. Finally, from the standpoint of the aftitude towards the
For in all the other treaties China is regarded not as an inde- Soviet Union Chang-Tso-Lin is (or at least was until recently)
pendent sovereign State, but as an object of exploitation. In ad-  the embadiniont of those tendencies which are by no means ot a
dition to this our government, on the cenclusion ol this Tro:n_\'_. f'ien‘dl\' nature, . ) ) , )
venounced all those paviments and indemmmitics on the part ol I he attack on the Treaty regarding the Eastern Chinese rail-
China which were pavable to Russia as a result of the policy of  way, an attack which \\'.TS'ﬂ('Cl)YI!Y"iII'\’d< bv monstrous acts of
conquest of Tsarism. . violenee against representatives ol the b‘rmct Uum‘n (arrest of

I the other States had acted in the same manner. then China comrede Wanow, suppression of workers' organisatinns, arrests
would be free, she would be a real independent State power. of railway workers, employees ete.) has called forth 111}!)’ JHSHH(‘.("

This model treaty was broken by the military authorities of  indignation in the Soviet Union. It is not a question of “Chinese
y having atiacked “Russians': it is a case ol a counter-revolu-

Marshall Chang-Tso-Lin. In this connection regard mus be had




150

International Press Correspondence

No. 1}

tionary general, probably not without instigation by foreign im-
perialists behind the scenes, having violated a treaty which con-
stituted the first model of a treaty upon the basis of real equality
of both parties, and having attacked the rights of the only State
which had fuly and completely based itself on the principle of
this common equality. The violation of this Treaty in the interest
of the counter-revolutionary generals would immediately increase
the importance of the Chinese counfer-revolution.

The note of Chicherin and the “three days ultimatum”, the
decided tone of this note and the measures which resulted from
it, were by no means dictated by the wish to deprive or rob
China of anything. Such idiotic fairy-tales which are spread hy
the capitalist press aim at weakening the authority of the Soviet
Union and increasing the authority of the imperialist robbers
and their agents. As a matler of fact this one measure of defence
of that new anti-imperialist policy, constituted a defence against
counter-revolutionary attacks of that treaty which had for the
first time opened the door for the free development of China.

The release of Ivanov and a number of other comrades.
along with the other measures have created a new situation.
The acuteness of the conflict has passed. The negotiations have
entered on another phase, for the chief demand has been complied
with. Our diplomacy will undoubtedly succeed in liquidating the
entire dispute in an amicable manner and to the advamage of
China, A number of measures mentioned in the note of com-
rade Chicherin have become unnecessary. There is every reason
to hope that a complete understanding will be reached between
Chang-Tso-Lin and the government of the Soviet Union.

This government, which enjoys the sympthies of the enor-
mous majority of the Chinese people, will continue to defend the
‘principle of the unrestricted sovereignty of China. Precisely for
this reason therefore, it will always offer resistance to the counter-
revolution which undertakes attacks om the rights won by re-
volution. The foreign imperialists are perfectly aware that if the
Soviet Union were forced to relinquish the Eastern Chinese rail-
way, if the counter-revolution of a single power were 10 obtain
a firm foothold there, or evea the Russian Whites or the Japa-
nese imperialists etc., this would mean a decisive blow against
the mational emancipation movement of China. This is the whole
essence of the matter.

The citizens of the Soviet Union and the broad masses of
China will undoubtedly be very glad that a sharp conflict has
been avoided. We all express our firm will for peace, for peace

and again for peace.

| POLITICS

Towards a Bloc des Gauches in Britain.
By R. Palme Dutt.

Lloyd George’s open overtures towards some form of
Liberal-Labour cooperation o constitute the next Government
have raised in a sharp-form the issues of the political future m
Britain, and in particular the future of the Labour Party.

At present the Conservative Party is firmly in the saddle
with an absolute parliamentary majority. There need be no
election for two or three vears. The Conservative Government
is practising and preparing a campaign of heavy reaction
against the working class. and in the course ol it is tearing
down the old facade of democratic formulae and liberties. But
At the samme time that this is going on, the preparation of a
further stage is visible. If the growing revolutionary iovement
represented by Communism and the Trade Union Left can be
heaten down by a pelicy of force, the time may come to endeavour
to build again the facade of “progressive” “democratic” advance.
purged of all elements of revolutionary menace. So in the midst
of the Conservative reaction the first notes of a future I iberal-
Labour alliance are beginning to be heard.

The industrial crisis, the economic situation. the inter-
national situation may precipitate an election. And it is for the
future position aiter that election, when the Conservative (Govern-
ment may have been defeated and no party may have an absolute
majority. that political speculation is active. and preparations
jor the next stage in the mainmtenance of Capitalist rule in

Britain are in progress.

o e L o« -

The Liberal Campaign.

The Liberal Party, through the majority of its organs und
spukesmen, has been carrying on a very active campaign for
Liberal-Labour cooperation. In the Contemporary Review o
December Professor Gilbert Murray opened with a dirw
proposal for an allimmce between the Liberal Party and th
Labour Party to defeat the Conservatives at the next electios
and form a Coalition Government. The same policy was pressed
by J. M. Keynes in the Nation. The Manchester Guardian ha:
given warm support. The Daily News, the Star and the Dail
Chronicle (Lloyd George’s organ) have been friendly. Suppor
has also been given by the Observer, which, though nominali
Independenmt Conservative, has always been a supporter o
Lloyd George. Practically the only opposition has come froa
the Westminster Gazette, the organ of the old Whig Liberalism
associated with Asquith.

The Liberal Party is of course sharply divided. The smai
remnant of forty members in the House of Common<
(representing, however, nearly three million electors) is spit
up into groups and factions, and has almost invariably voted in
opposite lobbies on every issue. On the left, a small group
represented by Kenworthy (an able “Radical” sharpshooter and
active advocate of Anglo-Soviet relations) and Pringle (who took
up the legal defence of the Communists on tirial) already works
in close cooperation with their ex-Liberal friends in the Labour
Party. On the right, another group, which is at present vo.ced
by Sir Alfred Mond, works closely with the Conservatives
against Labour.*)

The old Asquith dynasty no longer plays any active politicai
role, although still retaining titular leadership oi the party
the country. Finally Lloyd George, with his completel:
opportunist policy, veering now to hopes of some kind ol
“National” Coalition with the Conservatives againsf the
“common foe” of Labour, and now to some kind of alliance with
Labour in the “common fight against reaction”, is at present
strongly turning in the direction of the Labour Parly as the
means to s reconquest of power. With his new Land
campaign, throwing out the suggestion of land nationalisation.
he is endeavouring to fight through and win leadership in the
Liberal Party. and at the same time to recover his position as
a popular leader (the old pre-war speeches against dukes and
landlords have begun again). In private he has been making
“soundings” of the leaders of the Labour Party. In public he
has declared simoly his position that the Government after the
next election will inevitably have to be based on a two-party
combination, as no party is likely to have an absolute majority.

The Labour Party Reply.

The Labour Party has met this Liberal campaign with
direct public denials and repudiations of any possibility o
alliance with the Liberal Party, and in particular with Lloyd
George. This is not surprising. The Labour Party has been
bred up on the principle of “Independence” in words (although
this Independence has hardly ever been realised in practice.
whether in the Asquith Coalition before the war, the Llovd
George Coalition during the war or the MacDonald Coalition
after the war). In particular, Lloyd George has consistently been
the bete noir of Labour Party propaganda after the war. the
direct author of all the evils of post-war Capitalism in Britain.
and the visible and personal allv of Safan. In consequence 1!
would be difficult rapidly to paich up an agreement with him.

The Labour Party leaders also have some more Sf’"d
reasons for repudiating at present the Liberal alliance. The
Labour Party still hopes to profit by the further Liberal demise:
which opens up to the Labour Party the hope and prospect 0!
becoming the sole “alternative party” (“There are always 10
parties in a State - - one which seeks to improve matters. the
other which tries to keep things as< they are. From the midgﬂe of
last centurv. when Bright and Gladstone created the Liberal
Party, until the beginning of this century. the Radicals sol{‘lhf
improvement and pushed the Liberal Party before them. Now
Liberals are as anxious as Tories to keep things as they are
Lubour is the party which demands change and betterment.
_ * Siuce this was written, the news comes of Mond flnﬂ”‘}
joining the Conservatives. thus signalising the victory of Lloy
George. R.D.D.

YN Y- ecmcemant
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Therefore all who are in favour of change and betterment must

support Labour, which will then get its majority” — Daily
san. Herald 28/12/25). Further, the entry at present into any form
oy - of open understanding with the Liberal Party would raise such
Rrw . oppsition and certainty of a split within the Labour Party as the
t:: right wing leaders are not yet ready to face. Finally, the’ Labour
nar:» Party leaders have personal reasons to fear the advent of new
¢ rival leaders from the Liberal ranks, and in particular of Lloyd
inr. George with his superior demagogic and intriguing powers and
his very considerable money-bags.

On the other hand it would be a mistake to accept at lace

value the very vehement denials and repudiations. These denials
of reformist socialism of any relationship with its bourgeois
partner have a habit of becoming falsified in the event, owing
to the unexpected pressure of “special circumstances”, k is only
necessary to imagine the situation after the next election, when
the Liberal and Labour Parties may very well have a combined
Ti -~ Majority over the Conservatives, to see the likelihood of some
~ form of concealed Coalition Government, in the first stage of
which a Minority Labour Government would pay the price of
an “understanding” with the Liberal Party. The full swing of
reaction which the Cvnservative Government is pursuing, the
Fascist etc, will afford the plausible justification for such a
.  course.
That the right wing Labour leaders are consciously
‘ preparing for a second Minority Labour Government, which
will have to conciliate the capitalist majority is already clear.
The Liverpool Conference of the Labour Party last September,
where the Communists were excluded and a programme adopted
abandoning Socialism, showed this. The whole existing policy
goes in this direction. And the Labour Party leaders are
beginning to realise that their dreams of an absolute majority
and of wiping out the Liberal Party may prove premature, and
that to realise their aims of a second period of office they will
not be ‘able to escape the corollary of an alliance with
Liberalism,

The movement of the Labour-Party leadership to the right
is as inevitably leading to the understanding with Liberalism,
. as the movement of the Trade Unions to the left is inevitably

leading to the understanding with Communism. And in these two

processes is expressed the battle within the British working class.

Bourgeois Calculations of a “Bloc des Gauches”.

Bourgeois calculations freely assume the likelihood of some
form of “Bloc des Gauches” or Coalition Government, whether
formal or informal, in which the Labour Party — properly purged
of Communism and all undesirable elements — will be involved.
This expectation is made conditional on the defeat of
Communism within the Labour Party.

" At the opening of the parliamentary session of 1925 the
Conservative weekly, the Spectator, summed up the position:
“The real struggle of the session will be between Mac

Donald and Mr. Lioyd George; and the stake is no less

than the leadership of the British Bloc des Gauches.”

The development of the Trade Union Left, of Anglo-Russian
Trade Union Unity. of “Red Friday” and the Communist
successes at Scarborough put a check fo these speculations. But
s soon as Liverpool appeared to reverse the current, carried
through the Communist exclusions and the adoption of the Pro-
gramme of “National Reconstruction and Reform”, the corollary
of future Coalition was at once taken up. The Times wrote:

“By disowning and denouncing violent measures the

Labour Party leaves possible the cooperation of all men

who are bound together in a common citizen<hip for the

promotion of the national prosperity.”

And the Observer set out more explicitly:

“We do not believe that national safety, confidence and
progress will ever be sufficiently restored until Liberalism
at least, and Moderate Labour  if possible. combine with
Progressive Unionism o restore majority rule, the full
strength  of Parliamentary supremacvy  and its  vital
expression -— the maintenance at all cost< of public
transport and supply.”

What is the basis of this calculation?

The general position is clear. The headlong advance ol
the Labour Party in the years aiter the war — a reflection of
the revolutionary changes taking place — wiped out the Liberal

Party in England, as elsewhere. But the role of Liberalism is
of essential importance to Capitalism. The problem therefore
became to reconstruct the Liberal Party. Since there was Iittle
hope of rebuilding the shattered fragments of the old Liberal
Party, the task became to permeate the new Labour Party and
win it over to the maintenance of the capitalist order.

The first experiment to this end was the experiment of the
Labour Government in 1924 — an experiment consciously made
by the bourgeoisie as a safe trial under control. But the experi-
ment showed that the Labour Party was not yet “fit to govern”:
that is to say, that. despite the willingness of the right wing
leaders, the direct working class influence within it could still
bring dangerous detlections of policy. The Labour Party was
shown out, and the direct instruction given that the Labour
Party must purge itself, if it was ever to receive office again.
(“The future of the Labour Party — =ven its existence as a party
of power in the councils of the Stat; —- depends upon the eso-
lutions of the Executive in respect of the Communists being made
efiective” — Times 20,0,25), .

Therefore the present stage of bourgeois policy takes on a
twofold character. On the one hand the direct offensive is
pursued against the revolutionary elements, against the Leit
Wing, and above all against the Communist Party, which
represents the danger of the crystallisation of all the left lorces
into a single compact body capable of leading the working class.
On the other hand, as the necessary corollary to this, the
endeavour is made to split the Labour Party, to draw closer the
Right Wing leaders with ofiers of power, and prepare the way
for a “Democratic” Coalition against the working class, thus in
efiect (as near as altered conditions allow) reviving the Liberal
Party, : ‘

. In consequence the Liberal offers of coalition to the Labour
Right Wing are as direct a part of the capitalist offensive against
the working class as the Conservative prosecutions  of the
Communists. The Liberals, in discussing the question of
cooperation with the Labour Party, invariably stress two
difficulties in the way. The first is the organic comnection af the
Labour Party with the Trade Unions. The second is the presence
of “extreme Socialist” elements which are still able at times to
influence policy. But both these manifestations are simply the
expressions of the class character of the Labour Party which it
is the object of Capitalism to overcome. And cooperation with
the right wing is directly advocated as the means to this end.

The Liverpool exclusion of the Communists, the Communist
prosecutions and the Liberal offers of cooperation with the
Right Wing are thus all links in a single chain.

The Battle Within the Labour Party.

But the bourgeois calculations leave one factor out oi
account — and that is the working class. It is one thing to win
control of Clynes, Thomas and Henderson: it is one thing even
fo win control of the machine of a Labour Party Conference: it
is another thing to control the Labour Party in the country.

The Labour Party is not a homogeneous Social Democratic
Party. It has a General Staffi which is becoming niore and more
a rigid Social Democratic group like any other section of the
Second International. But the Labour Party as a whole, through-
out the country, is still the loose reflection of the existing
working class movement, organised through the Trade Unions,
In consequence the policy of the destruction of the class basis.

" which is the essence of the policy of coalition, and is expressed

in the programme of Liverpool and the exclusion of the Com-
munists, is not so easily carried out.

Opposition has at once manifested itseli throughout the
Labour Party to the Liverpool policy of approximation {o
Liberalism. The strength of this Opposition is evidenced in a
number of facts:

First, that not a single Right Wing leader has dared in
public to express anything but a complete repudiation of any
possibility of cooperation or understanding with the Liberal
Party, although it is notorious that many in private do in iact
euvisage the possibility.

Second, thit the landependent Labour Party, which is the
organ  of reformist parliamentary socialism and nominallv:
dominant in the Labour DParty, has taken on iiself to profess to
veice the Opposition. and came out at the beginning of this
year with a manifesto claiming fo express the “Left Wing” in
opposition to the policy of “gradualism” and the MacDonald
leadership. (The contents of the muanifesto are wholly divorced
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from the class siruggle; but there has taken place direct
antagonisim between the official Independent Labour Party and
Macponald).

Third, that the Liverpool decision of the exclision of the
Communists has in_ practice failed, owing to the oppsition ol
the rank and file. It 15 100 early yet to summarise results; but
it is already clear that upwards of a hundred local labour
parties have relused to carry out the instructions {o exclude the
Commustists from their midst, This is so large a number that for
the Executive to endeavour to carry through a policy of
disaffiliating these local labour parties would mean in effect to
split the Labour Party from top to bottom. Attemnpts at exclusion
will still be maintained at national conferences, and the elfects
of these still remains to be seen in the larger Trade Unions. But
the solidarity of the working class in the localities has not been
broken; and if this solidarity is effectively maintained in spite
of the Right Wing, a heavy blow will have been dealt to any
policy of Coalition; since the Liberals have made clear that they
could not contemplate cooperation with a Labour Party in which
the Communists are able to play a role.

Thus the issues of the future Labour (Goverment and of
Communist exclusions are in fact the issues of the growing
division within the Labour Party.

The Right Wing Leadership is preparing a policy of a
Minority Labour Government — that is to say, in fact of a
government of coalition with capitalism. The whole of the
Liverpool Conference was a preparation for this. MacDonald
even declared at the Liverpool Conference, in the debate on a
Minority Government:

“l am far more afraid to go in with a majority than
with a minority.”

That is to say. MacDonald calculates and depends on the
capitalist majority as his safeguard against the Labour Movement.
And for this he is ready to split the Labour Movement by the
exclusion of the Communisis.

On the other hand the mass of the Labour Party are
demanding more and more insistently a policy of “Socialisin”,
of less compromise with capitalism, of independence and of the
united working class front. '

The division within the Labour Party is still confused, and
has not vet reached an exireme point. because all sides are
nominally united in the endeavour to win an absolute
parliamentarv majority.

But if at the next election (assuming that the development
of the class struggle arising out of the industrial crisis may nnt
have already brought the issue to a head) the Labour Party
has not won an absolute parliamentary majority, then the real
issue is at once laid bare. For then would at once come into
operation, circumstances favouring, the policy of the Minority
Labour Government, which is an open policy of cooperation
with capitalism. (It is needless to add that the winning of an
absolute parliamenfary majority. which is in the extreme
unlikely, would only raise the issue in a still sharper form).

In proportion as the hoped-for absolute parliamentary
majority disappears into the background as a myth of capitalist
democracy. the real issue is laid bare for the mass of the
Labour Darty--Fither the policy of the Minority (or Coalition)
Labour Government of impotent cooperation with capitalism,
on the policy of the Class Struggle. breaking beyond the bonds
of parhizwentary formalism. Between these the mass of the
Labour Party will have to choose.

Thus the issue in the Tabour Party. which is beginning
to take concrete shape in the question of the Minority Labour
Government and the Conmmunist exclusions, is in fact the battle of
T iberalism and Communism for the main body of the working
class.

The First Days of the New Luther Cabinet.

Br P. R. Dietrich (Berlin).

The sccond Tuther Cabinet has been formed. The new
members have been recraited from the renreseniatives of hea.v_v
ipdustry and big capital and have the support of th> parfies
of the Centre; Demnerats, Centre and German People’s Pariv,
\fler the new wembers had tolken the exiin bejnre Dresident
Hindenburz. thers foilawed at fte sittiny of the Reichsiog on
aath of Tanawrv the government's declaration by Tother, voaich
wos nothing wlse than a provocation of tiie warking population

of Germany. The coverndtent's deciaration heeon with ihe store-

meat ihat Germany was about to enfer the League of Natior
and that a protest has already been made against the s
realisation of the famous “efiects of Locarno”. At the same ti
Luther declared that the government would not make ¢
into the League of Nations dependent on the effects of Locarn..

That part of the government declaration dealing with heiie
politics was a mere repetition of the programume of the i
r.ather Cabinet, in which the German Nationalists still possessey
the most decisive influence. Luther expressly declared that the
fundamental principle of the second Cabinet will remain the
same as that of the first, in other words: the programune of ih
German heavy industrialists and big agrarians. Luther annou
ced in detail the reduction of taxes for the capitalists and new
taxation burdens for the working masses. le declared himscli
to be opposed to an increase of unemployment benefit and agans
providing support for workers on short time. He announced a
worsening of the franchise law and openly threatened to prevent
the holding of the plebiscite for the expropriation of the princes
without compensation, if necessary by meauns of article 43. of
the Constitution. Luther further declared that thz Washington
Agreement will not be ratified and announced the introduction
of an Arbitration Bill by which the settlement of labour disputes
would be handed over to the ordinary monarchist courts.

The Communist Party replied to this challenge of the second
Luther government with the introduction of a vote of mo-con-
lidence against the government, and at the same time summoned
the proletarian masses to the struggle for the overthrow of this
government and the dissolution of the Reichstag. The German
nationalists and the fascists also introduced votes of no-confimngce
against luther and his Cabinet. Thus right from the oufsei
there was to be seen a strong opposition against the new govern-
ment, which however does not yet possess a majority over the
government parties.

The decision lay exclusively in the hands of the social d:
maocratic Reichstag fraction, who, against the will of the broud
niasses of social democratic workers, decided to abstain from
voting. The “Vorwirts” attempted in an article to defend this
decision by pointing out that there was thereby created the pre-
conditions jor “preventing a victory of the German Nationalist-
Communist opposition”. With this decision the social democratic
Reichstag fraction practically rescued the Luther Cabinet and
have thcreby, in the eyes of the German working class, again
taken on themselves the responsibility for the further anti-labour
policy of the new government.

The decisive vote took place on the day following the
enormous mass demonstrations of the German working cizss
against the robber-campaign of the princes and against the
emplioyers’ offensive. The vote of confidence demanded by Chai-
cellor Luther urder the threat of dissolving the Reichsfag was
passed by 100 votes against 150 votes of the Communists, German
Nationalists and Fascists and with 131 abstentions of the social
democrats. Thus, in addition to the Luther Cabinet, the Reichstig
along with its present anti-labour majority was rescued.

Already on the day after the saving of the Luther govern-
ment by the social democrats, the bourgeois press unanimousi]
declared that Luther, as he had now obtained his vote of con-
fidence. must rely not upon the social democrats, but upon
the German Nationalists. The first acts of the new governme:t
are already bringing the indisputable proofs of this.

The restriction of the franchise law is to be carried ouf
very shortly by the new Minister of the Inferior. Dr. Kiilz. The
draft Bill provides for every conceivable restriction and worsening
of the election system in order to rob the workers of their
right to representation in the hourgeois parliament. At the sam®
time a Pill has been introduced by the government for abolishing
the last remnants of the Rent Restrictions Act, and according
to which any tenant who is only a month in arrear with his
rent sliail be immvediately turned out into the street. The Bill
further provides for an increase of rent up to five times the

pre-war rent.

In rephy to the demand of the Communist fraction of the
Reichistag for an ircvens: in the unemploved benefit and the
exiensinn of the same to all workers unemploved or on Shoff
tune, the government decivred through the press that it emphati-
cally rejected all these demands. .

That the mecorrment wouid prelong indefinitely the p]eh.isc,".t‘
regarding the evpropriziien without comrensation of the princes.
wias i from the vorv aufset. The bourgenis press nlrt';lq\’
repoiis that the poversment interds fo posfpone the plebiscite

cafiny tivat by that fime

uns ths Senener mortha, i the exros

. ————— e — m——— -
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social democrats will have changed their minds. The demo-
g::ric and Centre press, in accordance with the attitude of the
government, is already exerting every eifort‘ to induce the social
democratic leaders to retreat. 1f Wels, Miiller, Hilferding and
Stampler do not venture to do this at present, it is only because
the pressure of the social democratic workers in the last few
weeks has become not weaker but stronger. The fighting spirit
of the social democratic workers will also frustrate the new
attempts at sabotage on the part of the Central Committee of
the S. P. G. which has in the sharpest form declared against
the formation of proletarian unity committees ar.d has sent in-
structions to this effect to the Party organisations m the country.
The Central Committee of the S. P. G. is being suported in
this sabotage by the leaders of the Reichsbanner (Social Deno-
cratic Delence Corps) who have publishad instructions ac-
cording to which the Reichsbauner organisations are called upon
to refrain from taking part in meetings and demonstrations of
the unity committees.

While the new Luther government is following the course
of the first Luther government and is carrying out the pro-
gramme of German heavy industry, the army of the unempioyed
15 growing from day to day, and along with it the misery and
poverty of the working masses of Germany. Whilst the sahotage
of the plebiscite is being carried out by the government and the
Central Committee of the S. P. G. along the whole tine, the mass
movement against the robber campaign of the princes is steadily
growing. In many localities the social democratic workers are
acting along with communist workers, members of the Reichs-
banper and Red Front Fighters are joining hands in the com-
mon struggle. The will to unity, the determination to conduct
4 common struggle is beginning fo assume an elementary cha-
racter which will Sweep away all attempts af sabotage. .

The acts of the new government, the attitude of the S. P.G.
leaders are only calculated to arouse the proletarian masses still
further and to ‘consolidate their fighting power. The proletarian
class front which is being formed in the fight against the pre-
ag;?;{t atx}rlns of the pri?ce?, }:’s already beginning to be directed
: € government of heavy indus % i it: :
its docile Reighsfag. y industry and big capital and

he demands put forward by the Communist Party for {he
overthrow of the government and the dissolution of the Reichs.
tag are being received with great enthusiasm by the working
masses. The Torces in the proletariat are coming into line nnder
the leadershrp of the Communijst Party of Germany.

The White Guardist Terrorists and
Bourgeois Justice.

The following appeared as the leading article
of the “Pravda” of 27th of January 1926 on the
occasion of the acquittal of = the assassins  who
Planned an attempt upon tha life of Comrade Bersi,

H the Soviet Ambassador in Vienna. Ed.

e sinister band of Russian white-guardists prepar-d a
attempt on the life of the representative érf the Sovizt IEJnion :r:
ustria, comradc; Bersin, Fo‘rtunately this attempt did not suc-
geed. The Conspiracy was discovered in time and those guilty
'rought. before the court, The Vienna Jury however considered
the Ssary to acquit these people, who had prepared to murder

Ambassadqr of a Power with whom Austria maintaias
normal economic and diplomatic relations,

This truly monstrous decision of the Vienuna court has
aroused the greatest indignation among the workers and peasants
of the Soviet Union. The “Court” has acquitted the members of
a white-guardist terrorist band, who have been supplied with
money and arms by foreign reactionaries for the purpose of
murdering functionaries of the Soviet Union. The court has
acquitted people who are closely connected with the murderers
n the‘BJack International, the so-called “Aubert League” which
sends its a;]g'ents, stained with the blood of revolutionary fighters,
into a “whoe number of European countries. The Austrian bour-
ge0is “Court” has acquitted the white-guardists Borodin and
Pichno, although it was clearly proved at the trial that it was
intended that comrade Bersin should meet the same fate as
vomrade Vorovsky,

Once again — how many times already? -— the bourgeois
court has its perfect “freedom from bias”, its highly
praised “impartiality”, its famous “objectivity’”, How frantic the

urgeois politicians and journalists have become and what
:):mo%ils telz'::’s of indignation they have shed over the “class
tyranny” of the Soviet court of the workers and peasants! Aud
now the bourgeois class court reveals such an unexampled ba-
seness, such a blind solidarity with the white guardist origina-
tors of the vilest attacks against the proletarian State.

The guilt of Pichno ana Borodin' was so obvious, that even
a considerable portion of the Jury of the bourgeois court (live
out of twelve) did not venture to place their signatures to the
verdict according to which the accused were acquitted. And
as a result of the acquittal, the Austrian bourgeoisie found it-
self in such an invidious situation that almost without exception
none of the bourgeois newspapers ventured to make any comment
on the report ot the acquittal. Only the official “Reichspost”
ventured to take up the defence of the white-guardist bandits.
This newspaper of the so-called “christian” socialists took under
its wing the immaculate white-guardist refugees who have «one
so much injury to the workers of the Soviet Union and who are
even now continuing their terrorist acts against us abroad.

The verdict of the Vienna court has a definite political 1m-
port. This verdict means that Russian white-guardists are backec
up, the basest and vilest intentions of these bands are en-
couraged. Whilst in all capitalist countries the most furious in-
citement is carried on against the Communist emigranis, the
bourgeois court extends to the scum of the white emigrants the
hand of class “compassion”. :

Why did the Austrian government have to follow fhe shauie-
full example of the Swiss government? Why did it have to
condone this political crime? Could it not find sufficient neans
in order to secure the most primitive impartiality in the conduct
of the trial and prevent it being converted into an undignified
class comedy?

Austrian economic life is passing through a very difficult
phase. Austrian industry is in a sericus situation. The number
of the unemployed is continually growing. The unpredirctive
expenditure of the State apparatus is continually increasing, the
poverty and misery of the masses are becoming continually
greater. Only economic relations between Ausfria and fhe
Soviet_ Union can improve the position of Austria. Does the
Austrian_government, perchance, believe that the verdict of the
Vienna Court regarding the Russian whijte-guardists, which re.
minds one so much of the verdict of the Swiss Court, can improve
relations between Austrian and the Soviet Union?

The “Reconstruction” Laws of the
Government Coalition of Poland.
By Orski (Warsaw).

The bourgeois parties of all the countries of Eurepe which
arz hit by the present econcmic crisis, are unanimously of the
opinion that the only way to bring about a “recovery” of capital
is to thrust the burden on the working masses, to increase ex-
ploitation, to lower the standard of living of the broad masses
etc. The ruling classes of Poland are also well aware of this
“way of salvation”, as is clearly expressed in the measures of
the present government. It might therefore be expected that those
harties which profess to protect the interests of the workers.
would do their utniost to oppose the plans of reconsiruction of
the bourgroisie, as is to a certain extent the case under the
pressure of the masses in Germany ani France.

Not so in Poland! Here, the social democrats — the Potlish
Socialist Party (P. P. S) ~— extend a brotherly hand to the
employers (Right Bloc) and the rich peasants (“Piast” Party)
in order to form a govermment coalition in the spirit of “an
understanding in the field of economics which we must esiablish
in common with the bourgeoisie” (as, according to the news-
paper “Robotnik”, Piotrovski declared at the Party Congress of
the P.P.S).

The “reconstruction” laws introduced by this govermmnent
correspond completely to the wishes of the possessing clisses,
In the first place, at the beginning of December 1025, the “Iaw
for the interim Buget” was introduced. Article 6 of which run:

“Up to December 31st 1020, no laws shall cove into
force which effect an increase in the expenses of the State
or lay new burdens on the State...”

No raising of social allowances, although <ocial distress
is growing hourly through the imcrease in the number of un-
employed, and although the rate of allowance per week for cach
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family 1s ten zloty (less than 1.5 dollars!)! This is the wish
of the beurgeoisie and with it of the P. I>. 8., while at the same
time the Labour Minister Ziemievcki, a member of the 1. P. S.
has the efirontery to promise the masses an extension of social
legislation.

The “law as to the means of ensuring the equilibrium of
the Budget” which was also intended to serve the purposes of
“reconstruction’ - and was passed siortly before Christmas,
speaks in still plainer language. Article 2 of this law reduces the
pensions of widows and orphams by 4%, the salaries of the
lower State officials and the military bv 4.5 — 5”;, and of the
higher officials by 6%. Thus only 1—2”, more is cut off fromn
the salary of a high official, a minister or a general than from
the starvation wage of a peity oificial or the pension of a
widow or an orphan! In addition to an increised exploitation
o} teachers (by raising the nuwmber ol obligatory hours of tea-
ching in the week) this larv further provides lor the non-obser-
vation of the index ligure for the cost of living in calculating
salaries!

The P. . S. voted for this law ix Parhament, although it
had, only a short time ago. declared that it wouid never agiee
to a reduction of the salaries of ofiicials m the 10th--14th cate-
gories. (The party numbers among its electors many petty State
officials). Laws ot this kind are passed thirough the votes of the
P. . S.. laws which will yield the State six million zloty, whilst
anany mdlions ol taxes which have to be paid by indusiry and
Tanded property. are in arrears. This is the way the party
expresses its thanks to the petty ofiicials and persons living on
smialt private incomes who, ty a large extent, helped it to achieve
e oviciory ot the election. The reactionary Press might weil, on
th: day the law was passed. meck and “pitv this party fraught
with nternal dissensions™, when it wrote:

“The P. P. 8. stretches out one hand to the man in the
street, calling on him to demonstrate and protest, whilst
with the other Land it votes for a reduction of salarivs.”
(“Kurjer Pzanski” of Decemtber 10th, 1923)

Two further “reconstruction” Jaws arc aimed at the middle
aind small peasants, firstly the dncrease ol penalties for taxes
in arrears and secondly the payment of taxes in kind Dby the
peasantry. i

In crder to nuslead the workers, the P. P. S, propagated
the lie thai these laws were directed against the possessing
clieses and that they offered componsation for the burdening of
the workers. The ellrontery of th's assortion is evident if we
Dear inomind that artidde 1ot tbe tirst mentiened of these fwo
laws excepts arrears of the property tax from the increase of
penaltics. 1t should be noted ihat the arrears chielly concern
the property tax.

Thus the Govermnent shows a fir-reaching “mnderstanding™
Tor the arrears ¢f iaxation of large capital and tite large agra-
rians. The peasart on the other hand who can no joozer bear
the enormous berden of his taxadon, is praished with an n-
crease of ponalties which amomts w 247% of the sum of his
iaxation. The P. Do S0 obears the whale responsibility Tor this
luw Jor, when the Independent Peasant Party brovoht forward
a4 omotion i parlinent to eliminat? the words “with the excention
of the property tax", the P. P S, voted ageinst the pronosal.

The “law for guarantecing a suflicient supplv of arficles of
dailv use” which was actuativ reported on by a member of the
P. P. 8, is another disgracetul documient. The Government de-
claration with regard to it states epenly and cveically:

“The Governmient... does not maintzin that the increase
in the cost of living can be combated with the woasures
provided for in the law. The Governniont has an under-
stamding for the determination of prices which depeads on
the cenjuncture of events in the warld, the {all of {he zleiy
ete. althoush the prices are uedonbtediy hioh i relation to
the parchasing power of the broad mas-es of the population.”
Thus the Government acknowledires that it neither intends

nor desires to combat the wave of increase in the cost of living.
The law is merely a manoenvre for deceiving the masses and
is witheut any actual value. )

The Comununist parliamentary fraction has pnt np the pro-
of the workers in opposition to the capifalist “methods

gramme increase iu the cost of living. it made the

ot combating” the
iollowing demands: )

Addition fo wages corres
cost of living.

ponding to the real increase in the
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Employnient of the unemployed or paviment of &
to the amount of the minimum cost of existence 1o uil
employed in both town and village.

Automatic raising of the unempioyment allowance in corre
pondence to the increase of the cost of living.

Guarantee of wages in keeping with the minimum demuz:
for eaistance. ‘

Guarantee of the eight hours’ day.

Prevernition of sabotage on the part of the employers with
gard to the coutrol by the workers of production and th: &
change of goods by the factory committees.

No turther increase of rents.

Remittance of rents for the unemployed.

Cession of the land to those who actually work if, i ¢ =
the peasants owning no land or only small holdings, by the co:-
fication of large landed property without compensztion.

treedom from taxation for all whose income oaly -
responds to the merest necessities of life, especially for the
landless peasants; abolition of indirect taxation.

Away with the squandering of public money on the militer:
and police!

Avay with the present criminal military policy which i
leading to ruin; establishment of economic relafions with the
neighbouring peopies, ahove all conclusion of a commerc:!
treaty with the Soviet Union.

The working masses of Poland will carry on a camp
against the “reconstruction” Jaws of the bourgeois sociit
Government Coalition to enforce these demands.

ran

The Abolition of the Rent Restriction Act
in Italy.
By Ninc Barbieri (Milan).

Ii reporting on the work of the Cabinet, the newspanes
have, among other things, published the following

i cation: )

“Alter discussing and considering the question of rents I
getail and irom every point el view and also on the bass @
the resitlts of an invesiigation made in one of the most im»
tent towns of Haly by a high functionary of the Ministry ©
Justice, the Cabinet resolved not to prolono the validity of i¢
law of Jan. 7th 1023 which has bkeen followed by the desi
result of an exiensive resumption of building.

From June 30th 1026 onwards, freedom to enter
agreements wiil b2 completely restored which will give a new.
increased impulse to house-building and will fully and entie!
solve the auestion. .

Th> Cabinet has further resolved to allocate a fund ©
100 millions which will be put at the disposal of the mum®
lities in which il may be taken for granied that the new syste
matic housing regulations, dependent on the principle of f:‘Ced‘-v‘F'l‘
10 conclude agreements, will lead to a more active and rade
construcion of dwellings which are {o be equipped for “7“:
temporary shelter of persons who are under notice to leave thaf
dwellings. The Cabinet has further commissioned the Mimsk
of Fiunce and the Minister of Public Welfare to materials?
the finoncial and technical plan for building small houses o1
the outshirts of the towns which are to be sold to workers a1
sl employves on a system of instaliments.

A commissian of five members will be appoiuted by th:
Minister for Public Welfare to investigate and make know?
to the public the best fechnical means for the rapid constructiof
of dwelling houses.” .

This regulation abolishes the last remmants of war-4ime
neasires,

This resolution of the Fascist Government gives hot
own=rs the liberty fo fix the rents of dwellings. In order
grasp the full significance of this . . . liberty, which pradl(-‘a'b
amounts to once more letiing the blood of the prolctari'af. it
necessary to give some figures of the present rents, in conr
parison 1o the pre-war ones, as lthey exist in snite of all sc-
called limitations of “armaments”.

It should be remarked that the liberty granted to {‘O"’.Cf;
owners to exnloit their tenants is not the only New Years £
bestowed on the proletariat by the Fascist Government. ’\Ye ‘ll:
enumerate some of them: a rise of the price of milk, an mcre?v'-]
of customs duties, of tram and motor-bus fares, of fore
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tage, in many towns of the price of bread and in Milan
E)ors funeral charges also. It must further be taken into conside-
ration that the maximum wages of workers in 1920 and 1921
were not even at that time adjusted to the increase in the cost
of living and that in the meantime they been subjected to con-
siderable reductions which are quoted in the “Labour Year
Book” of 1924 in the following figures: '

Textile industry by 15—18%;, technical industry by 15—207%,
chemical industry by 15—20%, building industry by 18—20%,
wool industry by 20—25%, food stuffs industry by 20—30%.
And meanwhile, the cost of living has risen from 100 in 1913
to 680 in 1925.

All the above increases will cause a considerable lowering
of the standard of living of the proletariat and the middle classes.

In an article published in the “Stato Operaio” (The Labour
State) in February 1924, estimates are made as to the effects of
the anticipated reintroduction in 1926 of the liberty {o conclude
agreements in the form in which it was desired by the house-
owners and in which it will, as a matter of facl, come into
force onr June 30th 1926. .

The estimate lor the annual increase for each calegory is

interesting:

1921 1926

Lire
Attics 60.— 500.—
Small rooms . . 200.— 1000, —
Medium sized roonis 350.—~ 1500.—

These preliminary estimates were of ccurse ontimistic. They
were exceeded before June 30th 1923 in reality, and that as carly
as in March and April 1025, through the restrictions of the
arbitration comumnissions.

Some medium sized rooms excced the rent of 2000 lire.
H, in spite of the existence of resirictions, houseowners have
been able to rasse the remts for every catezory in the measure
quoted above — the rents of attics have been increased from
1Cy 1o more than 800! -~ it is easy to imagine whithor the
freedom to make contracts will lead.

The Cabinet has resolved 1o allocate 100 millions and to
work out a plan of technical works for the construction of
wooden houscs and of emergency dwellings for persons furned
out of their abode. For aivone well informed as to the cost
of building, this figure is simply ridiculous.

The other fact — emergency dwellings for persons {urned
out of their houses — is evidence that the Goverument in its

eagerness to serve the houseowners has not deceived itself as
to what will happen, and contradicts the first statement in its
commuiication, namely that the order of Jan. 7th 1023 has
promoted the construction of houses and that the difficult
question of the shorlags of housing accomodation is solved or
on the way to temng solved. )

It is enouch {to point out that there are families in Milan
who are accomodated in tiie most inhuman way in the premises
of a former prison and in wooden huts on the ouiskirts of
the town.

Statistics from the end of 1023 show very clearly the cir-
cumstances in which the greater part of the population of Milan
1s living. The lollowing are the figures relating 1o more than
636 families: )

. 272 (17 families) have more than one room per head.
. 13,77, (87 families) have one room per head.

2457, (156 families) have less than one room per head.
2557 (162 families) have half a room per head.

. 33,67 (214 families) have less than half a room per head.

Thus, the great majority — groups 3, 4. and 5 — i. e. move
than 837, live in unhygienic conditions ol overcrowding.

The census of Jan. 1921 showed {hat there were in Milan
39.951 dwellings in a condition of overcrowding. At that time,
14,500 rooms were needed partly to provide for the deficiency
of dwellings and 24.000 if the question was to be solved to
any degree. Since then the question has become more serious,
as the ponulation has increased to a considerable degree. In
spite of the restrictions and of the arbitration commissions,
rents have enormously increased and a resumption of building
activities is hardly perceptible even since the order of Jau.
Tth 1923,

It is inferesting to go into the question of the people’s
dwellings.

eSO

There are about 10,000 demands for rooms, and 2500 rooms
will be ready between September and the end of 1926; and
people will be being turmed out of their dwellings in Jume.

In the large urban centres of Iialy, conditions are almost
similar, not to speak of the small centres and of $outher_n
Italy, where the peasants sleep under Ahe same roof with their

domestic animals.

The lack of housing accomodation will therefore not make
it possible, as the Fascist Govermment seems fo hope, for a
competition to start between building enterprises to the bemefit
of the inhabitants.

On the contrary, there is reason to fear, as the Government

also realises, that there will be a larger number of evictions than
ever was possible even when the houseowners had plenty ol
pretexts before the artbitration commmissions. The result of the
resumption of the iree right of contract and consequently of
free competition, the only object of which is often a greater
freedom of disposal, offers no guarantee to the tenants in the
case of the abolition of the system of compulsory letting which
is still valid in other ountries. II the tenanis’ associations are
dissolved, there will still exist in our country, the firmly and
impregnably organised associations of houseowners who, thanks
to the resolution of the Fascist Cabinet, have carried off a great
victory.
When a stop was put to evictions on the order of the
Prefect of Milan who was prompted to this measure by the
seriousness of the situation, Stucchi, the president of the asso-
ciation. of houseowners, wrote last April — in appealing to
the Ministry against this regulation — that in Milan “the consti-
tutional order of the State along with the authority of the
central power had been overthrown.”

The victory has come. The authorities in Rome are con-
vinced that the constitutional order is in serious danger and
that therefore the houseowners must be given a free hand as
regards their tenants, o raise rents and literally to turn them
out ¢f their half room or their attic, into the street, if they
do not submit to the increase of rent. ’

Yankee |mperialism Shows its Teeth.

By Harrison George (U. S. A.).

There are lessons to be found for the workers in a study
of the “Renters’ Rebellion” in Panama City, Republic of Panama.
situated in the centre of Central America, the region rmost
acutely oppressed by the expansion southward of Unit:d States
mmperialisn.

These lessons pertain not only to the terrible economic
and social conditions of those Latin-American workers suffering
under the heel of ruthless exploitation. and they reflect not
alone the vast power of oppression of Wall street imperialism-
which is known to these oppress:d peoples as ‘The Colossus of
the North’, — but teach as well the fundamental function of
the capitalist state, as written by its own hand.

The strike of the renters in Panama, it will be remembered.
occurred in October last. The landlords had raised the rents,
already high. of workers that toil for the merest pittance and
who live in the worst of horrible and unsanitary hovels. Extructs
from a letter, given below, tell something of their conditions
in the foliowing words: )

“A New York acquaintance once showed me around that
city's infamous East Side. My comment on the abominable.
filthy and generally unsanifary conditions under which those
workers exist, was that here we had a crime against civili-
zation that cried to heaven. But that was before 1 started
travelling around Cenfral America. Your FEast-Sider is a
pot bellicd plutocrat in comparison to the Central-American
worker.”

Against such conditions the workers of Pamama City re-
belled. The whole world proletariat should know that they fouzht
valiantly against their venal and corrupt government, that they
rushed into the struggle with a will for sacrifice. and that many
cave up their lives in open, although unequal, combat.

The Panamanian government used all its power to crush
the renters’ strike, but disafiection arose in its police forcz, and
the government was swept along — was on the point of aceepting
defeat with a wry face, when the soldiery of the United States
imvaded the country without the slightest pretext of infer-
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national law to jutify the invasiom, and saved the rights of
capitalist property from the sacriligious hands of the Panamanian
worker. Bayonets through the breast of a iew brave prole-
tarians who fought under red flags with their bare hands,
triumphed. But even at that the renters won a ten per cent cut,
though they demanded a fifty per cemt reduction at the he-
ginning. Brute force again triumphed over workers armad only
with a just cause and isolated from the larger masses of workers,
whose co-operation alone would have ensured success — the
organised workers of the United States.

Only when a common fight is made by the workers of the
United States in close conjunction with the miserably oppressed
workers of Central America, can the latter hope for permanent
betterment to be forced out of the exploiters. And only when
the workers of the United States understand that their own
standards are inenaced by he oppression sufiered by Latin-
American workers, will a common fight be made.

We come to the revelation in the struggle that went on in
Panama City, of the basic nature of a capitalist state. In the
decree issued by the mayor of the city on October 31, a decree
with ten separate articles and a preambie. the latter states:

“The mere fact of inciting or advising by any means
the non-payment of rent, is to induce citizens to ignore the
natural and legitimate right of property, and therefore said
act constitutes an attack against the right of property wiich
it is the unavoidable duty of the State to protect.”

What could be clearer? Here there is stated the “nafural
right” of capitalist property, and the equally supreme duty and
function of the capitalist state to protect that right.

That the right of human life and happiness is wholly im-
material when it conflicts with this “natural right” of capital,
and that this “‘natural” right nevertheless required the assistance
of artifice in the way of jails and bayonets is seen in the pro-
visions of the decree. .

These provided that all personally or indirectly inciting non-
payment of rent should be arrested and imprisoned, if Pana-
manian citizens, foreigners to be deported. Panamanians of
“Notorious bad conduct” who participate are.sentenced to two
years in prison — and in such a prison where such a terin is
worse than immediate execution. Printers wfo print circu'ar
matter are subject to arrest. All meetings relatdig to the tenants’
question are prohibited and public demonstrations in which the
red flag is displayed or the Internationale is sung are prohibited,
and participants are subject to arrest.

Thus was crushed by summary decres and the aid of
Yankee bayonets the movement which the mmayor’'s preamble
stated “was aimed at disturbing public order and to change by
violent means our institutions for the purpose of substituting
them with others”, but which, in efiect was a typical example
of the savage treatment by capitalist govermment of workers
who dare even to lay the weight of a finger on the holy “natural”
right of property.

Thus was crushed the first brave effort of the Panamanian
workers to battle for freedom under red flags and with the
Internationale on their lips. But it was only their first effort,
and the neat little axiom used by the Spanish people in all oc-
casions of temporary reverses comes sharply to nind —- *Manaiaa
sera otra dia” — “To-morrow will be another day”.

THE BALKANS

The Situation in Jugoslavia.
by Milan Gorkitch (Belgrade).

On January %th — after’ a long silence and continuous
protests on the part of the whole _]ugt,»slavuu} puh]!c‘A th(f
Yepartment for Public Safeiv of the Jugoslavian Ministry ol
the Interior published a comunication on the persecutions of
nmunists i Jugoslavia (which began in the second half of
are still going on) in which it is stated that the

ot
January and
arrests were made

specause the persons arrcsted were suspected of
attempting to organise communist nuclei among the
workers.”

s for this new attack aimed at the Jugo-

ctual reason ot
The a e Coalttion Government of the

slavian working class by th

“Radicals” (Serbian hegemonistic bourgeoisie) and the Raditch’
party — for the whole working class of Jugoslavia is hit by
these persecutions — are quite different from those which are
expressed in formal juridical language in the police communi-
cations. They are deeply rooted in the present internal economic
situation of fugoslavia and its relations to foreign countrics, I'he
following factors can be cited which show up this new wave of
terror in its true light,

1. The economic situation of Jugoslavia is becoming worse
from day to day. The public expenditure which this year reached
13 milliards of dinars (55 dinars = 1 dollar) exceeded, according
1o the statements of the Minister of Finance, the financial
maximum of the State by no less than two milliards. The delicit
on the Budget has never been so high as it is this year. On the
other hand the whole industry of Jugoslavia is passing through
a serious crisis by which trade and heavy industry, which
predominate in this country, are suflering «rost heaviiy.

The uncertain state of the currency which has been artificially
forced up by constant manipulations of the Mimstry of Financ.
whose policy is at present identical with that of fmancial capital.
the large banks, causes an uncertainty which, in such, ‘periods.
on the one hand intensifies the antagonismm between financial
and industrial capital, and on the other hand has a negative
influence on the situation in industry. ,

All this has called into being, first of all an intensification

ot the anti-social policy of the R. R. Government (governmeit
of the Radicals and the Raditch party), and secondly a rapid de-
terioration in the position of the working class. Hence there resulis
the symptoms which are characteristic of the present situation
in Jugoslavia and which are in obvicus contradiction to one
another. Ou the one hand: growing unemployment, an enormous
increase of indirect taxation, an anticipated increase of credit on
goods, and on the other hand: abolition of the Minisiry for
Social Policy. reduction of the upemployment benefit, cutting dows:
of wages. reduction of the public expenditure on the various
social institutions (Labour Chambers, factory inspectors). At the
same time, increase of military expenditure (in the spirit of
Locarno!), the King's apanage raised to 24 miilion dinars.
_ Apart from this, the situation of the poor and small peasant
is becoming worse; not only because of the increase of indirect
taxation, but also because of the liquidation of agrarian reform
which is to be carried out by the “peasant” Minister, Pavle
Raditch. In a short time the legal terms for the payment of the
land of the large property owners, which was taken possession
of by the poor peasants in 1810 — 1010, will expire, and even now
measures are being prepared against most of the peasants who
cannot mieet these payments. This will l:ad to a fresh aggravation
of the peasant and agrarian question and in some proviices
— Dalmatia for instance — even to peasant “disturbances” and
revolts.

A situation of this kind leads to a great increase of discon-
tent among the workers and the poor strata of the population in
town and country, and also to an increase of the possibilities of
development and of the influence of the Communist Party, whici
has recently been making progress along the path of consoli-
dation in 1ts internal organisation. If was therefore absolutely
necessary for the present GGovernment, by iraxing up a “commu-
nist conspiracy”, 10 avert this inevitable strengthening of the
C. P. and at the same time 1o weaken its strongest and most
dangerous enemy by a hard and brutal blow.

2. A further object of the Governmient, and especially of
the Great Serbian hegemonistic bourgeoisie, whose interests are
represented by the Radical party, was to compromise its ally i1
the Government. the Raditch party, in the eyes of the broad
masses, by violent persucutions of the comumunists and by inten-
sifving the illegal methods and the police miethods. The Raditch
party has in recent times begun to extend its influmnce fo the
nou-Croatian provinces and thus seriously to injure the influence
of its ally -— the Radical party. The Radicals therefore wish to
answer with a “counter-oifensive” and, by communist perse-
cutions, to compromise Raditch who, up to the present, has been
known as an “opponent” of the police regime and of brutal
persecutions. Furiliermore the Government wanted, by this
manoeuvre, to distract the attention of the masses from the
burning questions of internal and foreiga policy and from the
crisis within the Government which is becoming more and more
acute every dav (intensification of the dissensions between
Raditch and the Radicals), and 1o tarn it in another direction.

[}
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3. The R. R. Government hoped that the intensification of
its anti-communist policy would, fo a certain extent, improve its
situation as regards its foreign policy, and that in two dir=ctions:

a) it hopes in this way to give the West European imperialist
Powers, especially Great Britain, a proof that its recent coquetting
with the Soviet Umion was not meant seriously. The triendly
reception of the Turkish foreign Minister who had come to
Belgrade direct from Paris where he had signed a treaty of
alliance with Chitcherin, the People’s Commissary, further the
conclusion of the Turko-Jugoslave treaty of friendship and the
rumours as to negotiations between Balugdzitch, the Jugoslavian
ambassador in Berlin and Chitcherin — all this caused con-
siderable discontent in English government circles. Violent Press
polemics resulted, from which it is easy to see that this supposed
new attitude of Jugoslavia to the Soviet Union was only a
strategic move, the object of which was to strengthen Jugo-
slavia’s position in the question of the Balkan guaramtee pact
which is being prepared.

b) The Government wanted in this way to improve its posi-

tion with regard to the question of receiving a large Joreign -

loan, on which depends the salvation of the whole State from
financial coMapse. Stojadinovitch, the Finance Minister, was
entrusted with this difficult task and is at present trying to
induce the bankers and the Government of the United 3tates
to grant Jugostavia such a loan after she has settled the question
of her old debts. The attack on the comumunist movement was
intended in this case, to serve as evidence of the strength of
the political position of this Government. That this was not
an abstract hypothesis but a fact. is proved by the following
statement of the bourgeois Zagreb “Morning”, of Jan. 26th.:
“The arrests and persecutions of the Communists did
not meet with as favourable an echo in American economic
circles as had been expected (!)..."
(“The Morning”, Zagreb No. 933.)

These then, in addition to the reparatory blow against the
lndepel;dent Trade Unions which v{f)ere to ha}\,/e held t%eir Con-
gress in these days, and the whole of whose representatives
and leaders were ‘arrested, are the real reasoms for this new
brutal attack of the Jugoslavian Government on the Cotrmnmist
Movement. This is why the Belgrade police wishes at any price,
even by the methods of mediaeval inquisition, to extor{ from the
ﬂrrested” workers a confession that they had been preparing a
putsch”, a “military mutiny”. “For the same reason, the yofmfr
worker Joschko jerzp, whom they want to compel to make st:xtee:
ments as to commmunist activity in the army. had both legs broken
at his- “cross-examination”, and was so ill-treated that he had
to be taken to hospital in a half dead condition. Sore of the
prisoners even aintain that he will not escape with his life.

These facts should call forth the unanimous protest of ihe
:,r(r)er:ce'l:s tl'(x)é gxeetwﬂlcile wo]rldCi Onl); international solidarity can

st Labour leaders goslavi s
of the bratal Sertior e ers of Jugoslavia from the hands

Appeal of the R. L. L. U. against the Perse-
cution of the Jugoslavian Trade Unions.

Moscow, st February 1020,

. The Executive Bureau of the Red International of Labour
Unions has issued the following appeal to the working men and
women of all countries against the persecution of the Jugo-
slavian Trade Union Movement:

“On the 24th of February the Congress of the Independent
Trade Unions of Jugoslavia was to have been held, The agenda,
among oth:r items, included the question of the unity of the trade
umion movement which has been split by the rcformists.

The trade union movement of Jugoslavia, alter its afiifiation
to the R.I. L. U. in the year 1920 was persecuted in the crulust
manner. All Trade union premises were closed, the workers
clubs were handed over by the police to the social democrats,
who founded their own unions and since then have held aloft
the flag of the Amsterdamers in Jugoslavia. In spite of the years
of terror the workers of Jugoslavia have succeeded in setting up
class trade umions and fighting against the attacks of the social

racy and the police.
. The independent class trade unions of Jugoslavia now
wished {o discuss at their Congress the means for establishing

a firm strong organisation in order successfully to defend the
interests of the Jugoslavian proletariat, for uniting it and for
establishing closer connections with the international trade union
movement. The Jugoslavian government however attacked with
all the resources of the white terror the independent trade unions.
On the day before the holding of the Congress all leaders of
the independent trade unions were thrown into prison. All the
leading active groups of the independent trade union movement
and og the Communist Party of Jugoslavia, consisting of 350 of
the most devoted leaders of the Jugoslavian working class were
arrested. Their crime consists in the fact that they had prepared
the Congress of the legally existing independent trade unions
of Jugoslavia.

In destroying the workers' organisations the hangmen of the
Jugoslavian working class make use of a pretext, which the re-
formists have prepared for this purpose bv expelling six of the
largest independent trade unions from the Belgrade Labour
Chamber. The reformists, who have continued without cessation
to carry on a camipaign in their press against the most honest
leaders of the workers, have at the same time constantly called
the attention of the government to the “criminal activity” of the
independent trade unions. ,

The preparatory work of the reformists and of the Jugo-
slavian government has achieved its aim: the independent trade
union movement of Jugoslavia has been destroyed and the Lest
workers torn from the steadiast ranks of the Jugoslavian prole-
tarians who are organised in the independent trade unions. The
victory of reaction, however, is only a temporary victory. The
workers of Jugoslavia will put forward comrades from their
ranks who will replace those who have been removed by reaction
for a time irom the fighting front. The white terror of Jugo-
slavia will not succeed even this time in suppressing the labour
movement, just as the savage hangman of the workers and pes.
sants of Bulgaria, Zankov, has not succeeded in crushing the Bil-
garian labour movement.

Down with the white terror in Jugoslavia!

Long live the working class of Jugoslavia, long live its uni-
ted and jirmly welded independent trade union movement!”

Declaration of the Communist Party of
Greece against the Military Dictatorship.

For some weeks past the entire press has been devoting its
columns to the question of Communism. There is talk and
discussion regarding it, as well as regarding the measures
which the Pangalos govermment has already taken and will yet
take against the communist and the labour movement. The
Pangalos government and its supporters are endeavouring to
prove {o the whole world that the con'vunists are desirous
of resorting to practical action, and that they must therefore
speedily and thoroughly defeat coannunism and every movement
of the working people, even if the “security of the Sfate” does
not absolutely require it. It is evident that the Pangalos govern-
ment is striving for the same aim for which the other Grock
governments strove: in order to maimtain its rule, in order to
be able to carry on its policy of exploitation and plundering
of the masses, the class movement of the workers, peasints,
refugees, employees, small traders etc. must be defeated. Why is
Communism being more severely attacked today than ever? The
reason is clear:

1. The great “communist dauger” was discovered preciselv at
the time when the Pangalos government had suiifered a seriouvs
deleat in the elections in Salonica.

2, At a time when mutton costs 42 Drachmas, and the family
incoine of a worker or employee does not exceed 35 drachmas
a day, the Pangalos governiient, in order to silence all voices
of protest, announced that the centre of the Communist move-
ment of the entire world is to be found in Athens.

3. In order to divert the attention of the masses from the
increase in the rates of postage and in the price of bread, milk
and all other articles of food, the Pancalos government disco-
vered that the C. P. of Greece had received money from Vieuna
sent from Moscow, in order to organise the ravolution agiinst
the system of Pangalos.

4. In order to divert the attention of the popu'ation from the
new orders. for 3000 machine guns and 6000 ritles, the Pang o

”
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government exaggerates the importance of the specch of the

Jugoslavian Minister Raditch and the nationalist-chauvinist
meeting at Monastir, and even takes advantage of these facts in

order to prepare a new war, in which the working masses must

sacrifice theinr lives in the interests of the capitolists and im-
perialists of the Entente and of Grecce.

5. In carrying out the commands of England who holds
us in slavery. the Pangalos government with the greatest
eagerness discovered the “Miiller affair®, and is secking to
provoke a conflict with the Soviet Union, which would mean an
intensification of the economic crisis and still greater misery
for all sections of the Greek people. i

Workers, Peasants, Refugees, Petty Bourgeois!

In carrying out ifs reactionary policy of exploitition the
Pangalos governmenf is first anacking the Communist Party
and the labour organisations. In order to resmove every obstacle
from ils way, in order to prevent the Cvmimunist Party from
representing the present and fuwure interests of the masses. the
government is resoriing to strengtheniiig the poiice, throttling

~and forbidding the press, is arrestng, mterning and conlem-

ning, and wishes 1o got the senate info its hands as an organ
of fascist and Pangalos dictarship. If the Pangalos government
is raising a great outery over the “Communist danger” it is
because it wishes {o prepare the ground in order to place first
the Communist Party, and afterwards the other labour organi-
sations outside the law. to settle accounts with them and to
deprive the whole working class of its one real and determied
defender, the Communist Party and the Young Communist
League.

We have at present the military dictatorship. This does not
in any way surprise us; we expected all that. The workers’
organisations and all sections of the (ireek workers have long
lived under the dictatorship. In the undisguised proclamaiion of
the dictatorship there is onenly proclutined what has already
actually existed for a long time. The dictatorship means the
bankruptey of democratic illusions.

As an answer to the dictatorship of Pancalos and the
rest of the military anl monarchist adventurers, we issue the
slogans:

Bread for the workers!

Possibility of existence for the Refugeces!

Down with the taxes which crush even the small traders
and small business men!

Right of oreanisation and political freedom for the masses!

Elections on the basis of the system of proportional re-
presentation!

Our cry is forwards!

Long live the solidarity of the workers. peasants, refugecs,
enployees and all working rasses!

Long live the Communist Party and the Yomng Communist
Le;xgue of Gireece, the advance-guard of the Greek working class
in the struggle! .

The C. C. of the Communist Party of Greece.

The C. C. of the Young Cominunist League of Greece.

THE LABOUR MOVEMENT

New Phenomena in the International
Labour Movement,

By Johmn Pepper.

A number of new phenoniena are to be obeerved in the
mternational Labtour movement. The temiporary stabilisation of
capitalism has, in some countries. given fresh vigour to the
ranks of the aristocracy of Labour aud increased its privileges,
with the result that the Labour movement has to a certain
extent. veered to the Right. On the other hand. two powertul
factors are more and more driving the masscs of workers into
opposition to capitali~m, and in this way producing a strong
current {owards ihe Left in the Labour movement; these factors
are 1) the crisis and the whole&al_c unemploviment in a number
ot countries, 2) the successful building up of socialism in the
Soviet Union. In view of the general veering to the Leit of

No. 1!

the proictariat and the crystallisation of Left groups, we ¢
speak with seme justilication of a new growth of tendenc:
in favour of a Sccond and a Half International. We will cite
nost important signs,

1. The alliance of the English and Russian proletariai. I’
Joint Advicory Council for Trade Union Unity of the wor
classes of Great Britain and the Soviet Union in itself represi
a torm ol oroanisation ol this alliance. The contns:
unanployinent and the hopeless industrial crisis  compql
I'rglish workers to regard the Soviet Union as the only lar-
iarket in which it would be possible to sell English ware
The rapid succession of a Liberal, a Conservative and a Lab:
Ministry and the retwrn to power of a Conservative Governine
have given sulticient evidence of the impossibility ol impio.ix
the situition of the English worker in the capitalistic anz
At the same time, the prospects of social construction m
Soviet Union il them with ircsh hopes. That the Finnish v
Norwegian trade unions have joined the Unitv Commitier -
a further sign of the growth of this fighting spirit.

2. The success of the Labour delegations. One of the
umportant characteristics of our time is indubitably tha
Furopean workers have begun to “discover” the Soviet Lne:
The success of the English delegation of workers was eve
ordinary, and the results of the visit of the German work:™
delegation are gradually  becoming more and moce eviden
There were vears in which the Soviet Union was an in:
haustible source of revolutionary inspiration to the worke
of the whole wo-id. Then canie the civil war. Both the fxvr
and living conditions in the Soviet Union becan to be i
as a “terrible warn'ng” by social democratic agitators. A
great chance has now coma2 over the scene. Even in Amerid
about 200,000 workers have formed committees with the oby
of sending workers’ delegations to the country of socialist ¢
struction and of government by the workers,

3. The formation of -a Left wing of Social Democracy 1t
all conniries. There is now hardly a single country in wii
there is pot an embittered fivhy goine on between the Lelt
Right tendencies in the Posom of Social Demncracy.

The stabilisation of Social Nemocracy has procexded paiit
to that of capitalism. The Hamburg World Congress had brou?
arcut the amaleamation of the Second and the Sccound and a
Internationals. The rejoicing over {his amalgamation how=.
did not last lonz. An embiitered fight between the fractior
is now raging throughout international Social De2mocracy.

The Minority Movement in the English trade unions
rise to the first orgunised form of the Left wing., and nox
first stens are peing taken fo organise a Lelt wing in the Bri’
Labour Party. The social demo:ratic oprosition in Saxony wi -
for a lony fime preserved its local churact'r, has now ¢’
info a movement which embraces the whole of Germany, &'
organised Left grours are oprosing the official pelicy of 0
party in Frankiort, Mecklenburg, Hamburg and even in Beriir
We ‘have se'n low, at the Paity Congrceses of French, Pol~!
ard Hungarian Social Democracy, powerful onnosition ntée
ments have simulimeously come into being. The t:u:~!§on'n! !
coalition government and of an uaderstanding with the oo
teoisie is now shaking French, German, Polish and Hungarii'
Social Demacracy to their foundations,

This Left oprosition within Social Democracy is still # -
large extent uncertain and wavering, Nevertheless it exists, i
if in the fulure it continues to grow as it has dope in the U:
few wenths, we shall soon be able to say that befose lond
nothing but two wings — witheut a boly -— will remun®
Social Democriucy which was once a united whole. ’

4. The success of the Communists at clections. The 1
few monihs have broucht success to the Commmnist Pﬂr,”f:
at the clections in Belgium, Czechoslovakia and Germany. [
most recent mumicipal elections in Berlin, the Prussian P
vincial elections and the elections for the Scuth Cerman L"Hf‘;
tag have shown an increase in the number of commumist &
a decrease in the number of social democratic votes. Fven il
houraenis Press was compelled {o acknowledge that aftg!r' '{‘f
letter’ of the FE.C.C.I and afier the defeat of the polict
Ruth Fisclier-Maslov, the masses have apain begun to Jrzi:i
nearer {o the Communist Parly. The Czech Communists P "
about a million votes, and even the Berlin “Vorwirts m 3
rearetfully to state that the result of the parliamentary elt’f"‘-";_
represented the complefe anmihilation of Crech Sozial Den
cracy. Even the small Communist Party of Belgium succet
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in making the first breach in the mighty wall of Belgian Social
Democracy.

5. Attempts to draw mearer to the 3rd International. Lefi-
ward tendencies are mmaking their appearance not omly in a
national but also in an international measure. One of the first
signs of this was Otto Bauer’s speech in Vienna. He was forced
to acknowledge the socialist development of the Soviet Union
and emphasised the necessity of an alliance between the inter-
national proletariat and the lirst workers’ republic. At the sam.
time, true to his nature, he demanded, more or less as a rewa: |,
the liquidation of the Austrian C.P. A second sign is given
us by an interesting article from the pen of Nielson, the Danish
social democratic mzinber of Parliament. He writes that, whilst
the Russian worker is building up socialism, the situation in
Denmark and in the whole of Europe is getting worse from day
to day and that wholesale unemployment has become a perma-
oemt phenomenon and that revolution is inevitable. In his opinion
however, the communists are unnecessary because they are only
disturbers of law and order and because, if revolution should
become necessary, it could be carried out by the Danish soial
democrats alone. ’

The most important sign of the tendency to approach the
Comintern is however the latest resalution of the English Inde-
pendent Labour Party, whith consisis of two rusts. In the
first part it is stated that the Indepsnd:nt Lasour Party must
endeavour to unite the Second and Third Internationals, It will
bring up this question at the next confersnce of the Second
Infernational and at the same time aprroach the Third Inter-
national in writing. It proposes 10 relegate the question of armed
force to the background and to concentrate all its strength on the
fight against capitalism and imperialism. The sccond part of the
resolution states that the Indepeudent Latour Party will not
in the future absolutely strive to obizin complete unanimiiy in
the resolutions of the 2nd International. It no lonzer conceals
its Left point of view, and thanks to that “a Leit wing is being
formed and a lively discussion on the new ideas and the now
policy will develop in the whole International.”

Al these facts and events are signs of the movement, tho
differentiation and the revolutioilising of the international Labour
movenient. It is already possible to discern the outlines of
fendencies of the nature of those held by the Second and a
Half International among the masses of workers. Once more
the wind is in the same direction as in 1020 when the Inde-
pendent Labour Party and the German Independent Social
Democratic Party sent representatives to Mnoscow to newoliate
s to the conditions of admission into the Third International.
The significance of these signs should not of course be exagga-
rated, on the other hand however we should Fe guilty of
thoughtlessness if we closed our eyes to the immoariance of {hese
facts. It is necessary 1o manosuvre with care, prtience and wise
tactics, though of course this involves a certain danger of
opportunism. It would however be a great misiake on our
part if we did not get in touch with the masses of workers
who are pressing lowards the Left.

A New Epoch in the Swedish Trade Union
>~ Movement

By Smolan.

The class antagonisms in Sweden have visiblv increased in
the last few years, alihough this country which was quite
undisturbed by the war and inilation, has since the year 1929,
almost without interruption, beem ruled by purely social deino-
cratic “labour governments”.

Under the eyes of this governmiehi private emmlovers, as
well as municipal administrations, organise armed fascist shock
troops, who are employed as strike-breakers in all labour cou-
flicts. It has even happened that these bandits — who in a short
space of time have co rmitted several murders among the working
population — have been entrusted by the town authorities with
police powers.

In view of this fact and also of the complete passivity of the
head organisations, the :nasses were finally induced to take
matters into their own hands. The metal workers’ rade union
of Goteborg, the second greatest {rade unmion in the country,
Issued an appeal “To all Swedish workers”, and which con-

{ained a fighting programme which met with the enthusiastc
approval oi a great portion of the organised masses.

As the Free Trade Umion Federation whose Central Com-
mittee consists of social democratic members of parliament and
town councillors, refused to underfake the realisation of this
program-re, the metal workers of Goteborg convened a Unity
Conterepce of all the organised workers of the Kingdom which
took place on the 23rd and 24th of January in Goteborg.

The Cenference was, attended by 163 delegates, represeniing
over 250 trade unions in all parts of the country, including
17 provincial ifederations of the mwost important and prominent
groups, such as the paper and saw-mill workers, railway
workers, metal worhers and forest workers, among them being
many syndicalists. The conveners of the Conference had decided
that only those delegates should have’ the right to vote who had
been officially delegated by their trade unions; thase alone,
according {o a modest estimate, represented over 80.000 organised
workers. Delegates who were sent by minorities only had ad-
visory votes. In"addition to this numercus trade unions had ex-
pressed uriconditional approval of the programme, but expiained
that owing to financial reasons it was impossible to send their
own representatives. It must not be forgotten that the enormus
distances in Sweden which is 2000 km. in length, with a
population of 6 millions, played a very great role in this case.

We are therefore justified in including in our reckoning these
synepathisers, with the result that this Conference represented not
less than 150,000 out of the 443.000 trade union organised workers
of Sweden. This msgnificent resvit of a campaign which lasted
scarcely two months will b2 appreciated all the more when it
is remanbered that it was achieved in the sharpest struggle
against the trade union bureaucrats, social demorrats ail rey
lutionary syndicalists. Both the “free” and the syndicaiist trade
union leaders opposed in the most hateful manner “the spliiting
Conderence of the Comrrunist sect”, its well-prepared press
mainfainad a conspiiacy of silence regarding the Confxencn
or endeavoured fo represent it as being absurd and entirel
without imrortance,

Of the head organisations invited only the C. P. of Sweden
took part in the Conference; the ieaders of the free trade unions,
ol the syndicaiists and also of the social democracy boycotted it

The Conference has, by means of coucrete discussion. clearlv
laid down the programme for future work in the trade uzious,
and this programuie, after a thorough debate. was unanimousty
adopted. In order to conduct and organise this work sysiemati-
cally, a conunittee of 10 was el:cled, comsisiing for the greafer
part of well-known trade unionists.

This programme provides:

1. The setting up of 1007, trade unions, that is to sav. the
trade unions shull he extended and ewbroce ol hard and brain
workers, the aim being to achivve a Trade Union Federation of
800,000 members.

2. Lstablishment ol mational and international unity.

3. Fight against Fascism and Sirike-breakoers.

4. Mcasures for supporting the unemploved. .

5. Enactment of an effective law regarding working honrs,
which shall embrace all groups of workers without excaniian,

6. Adonting of mezasures in order {o bring the juverile
workers into the (rade unions and ensure them decent huwninn
wages, so that they cannot any longer be used as wage-cutiore,

“The splitting of the trade unions must net be tolerated
in any circumstances or in any form. A decisive front muast
b set up acainst every atfempt to expel a minority group
from the tr‘ade unions or to induce them to withdraw ..."

The Conf-rence, which received a great number of telegrams
of svmpathy from various couniries including France, Germanvy.
C7echoslovakia and the Soviet Union, sent a telegram of symnathy
to the Anglo-Russian Unity Committee which was unanimnislv
acreed to and was signed by two social democrats, two comiu-
nists and a non-Party worker.

The holdinz of the Conference as well as the great number
of dilecate attending it show that great masses of the Swedish
trade unionists have finally broken with decade-long social de-
mocratic tutclage; and therein lies its great importance.
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IN THE INTERNATIONAL

The Results of the Report of the
XIV. Party Congress of the All -Union

Communist Party in Leningrad.
By W. Molotov.

New that the meeting of the Party organisation of the
Leningrad “Red Putilov Works” js over, the balance can be
drawn of the whole course of the reporting campaign of the
Party Congress in Leningrad. In the plans ot the opposition, the
factory “rhe Red Punloy Worker” represeated  the muain
stronghold upon which it relied for support. Both the leaders
of the Leningrad district Moscow-Narva, and the party or-
ganisation of the fuctory with their organiser at their head,
did everything in their Power to ensure that one of the largest
party organisations of Leningrad, the organisation of the “Red
Putilov Worker” should firnily support the poiut of view of the
Leningrad delegates to the Party Congress.

Before the plenary session “of the organisation, which was
held on January 20th,its leaders had posted all over the iactory
a special appeal to all members of the organisation. in which the
organisation was called UEen “fo express its point of view in
an organised form” with regard to the report of the representa-
tives of the C.C. The directors of the factory organisation, in
common with a number of responsible functionarios of the Lenin-
grad district committee, had previously worked indefatigably at
preparing this “organised reception” of the representatives of
the C.C.
~ The overwhelming majority of the members of the Party
i the Putilov works " therefore emphatically repudiated the on.
position at the meeting, withdrew full powers from the bureau of
organisation and cond:nmed the district and county conmnittees
because these have beei carrying on fraction work, have made
use of pressure froimn above on (e Party and have Mraely con-
tributed 1o the disittegration in ouy rapks, Following  the
example of many other factory orgmisations, the meetine de-
manded that a conference of the representatives of the districts
nnd'counti_es should b2 couveneg with the object of electing
the new Jistrict and county commitiee, By this resolution. the
communists of the “Red I*uiilov Worker” confirmed the general
xf'e]slull that can now be summarized. Ths generzl resulf is as
cllows:

In all the factory organmisations of the party in Leningrail
which received a report on the 14 th Party Congress, resolutious
were passed without exception, recognising the correctness of
the resolutions of the 14 the Party Congress and condenning the
poigt of view of the delegation to the Party Congress of Lenin-
grad.

The following are the most important data:

In the six urban districts of Leningrad there are 717 factory
orgamsations with 77,056 menibers and candidates, Tihe re-
porting cammaign was carried on 032 organisations which
include 73,263 comnunists, The meetings were atfended by
03,003 comrades, i. e. $2% of the whole of the Laeningrad
membership. In five urban districts (the Moscow-Narva district
beng excepted) the reporting campaign may be regarded as
ended, as in these five urhan districts there are only four factory
organisaticns (with a {otal of 03 members) which have not
vet received a report.

In the urban district Moscow-Narvy the reporting is not
vet fimished, 61 organisafions with a total ‘membership  of
3725 having not yet held nicetings {o receive the report,

The number of persouns taking part vin)the meelings varies,
reckoning by urban districts, between 724 (the central urban
district, where the attendarce, it is frue, has bien caleulated
somewhat mexacily and does not u\w{ude' those wiio took part
in the preliminary meetings) and 987 (Vyborg urban district).
Unconditional approval of the resolutions wag expressed by
60.228 communists, i. e. 00% of all who atlendcy the meetings.
The votes in favour of the resolution of the epnosition anvimted
to 2190, i e. 3.5%. 275 ccmnnmists, i e. 0,34 dbstained from
. a
mtmﬂ,e largest nuwber of voles for the ”PIJOSHFOQ_WJS re-
gistered in the Moscow-Narva disfrict, where 14870 vojed

against the opposition and 1530 (i. e. rather more than vaw
for the opposition (52 refraining from voting). In the ofier
urban districts, 98.3 — 99.6% of those attending the meeti
voted against the .opposition. To this must be addéd the resu:
of the meetings of the Leningrad communists belonging 1
the Red army and navy; there are 11,350 of ‘mese comrades,
Of these. 10,120 comrades (8975) took part in the meetings
held to receive the report, of these 10,023, 1. e. 992 voled agauist
the opposition. In actual figures, the opposition received 54 votcs,
47 abstaining from voling.,

Thus, altogether 72,967 comrades (i. e. 35% of the whole
of the members) took part in the meetings to receive
the report in Leningrad. The proportion of votes was 70,35
(Y0.3%) against the opposition; 2244 (3.2%) for the opposition,
334 (0.5%) refraining from veting.,

The results of the reporting campaign in the proviucial
districts of tha Leningrad gouvernement show thut the appo-
sition was decidedly condenured in all districts, )

The majority of the urban district committee of the Wyborg
district was from the begiuning, in favour of the unconditional
recognition of the correctness of the C. C. majority ani the
W4th Party Congress. In three other urban districis, the district
cemmitiees have now, on, their ow initiative, disniissed their
stafi who had worked on the lines of the oprosition, and ap-
pointed a new staff,

On Jan 21st., the bureau of th: Leningrad Committee passed
a_resolution according to which the organisers of two urban
districts (Moscow-Narva and Vassilievsky Island) were re
placed by other comrades who stand for the uncoaditional
approval of the resolutions of the Party Congress. All the urban
district organisers in Leningrad and’ the majority (4) of the
bureaus of the urban district committees are now decided sup-
porters of the policy of the whole Party.

Finally, on Janwary 20th., at the plenum of the gouver-
nement control commission, a mew presidium and new secre-
tariat of gouvernement control commission was appointed in con-
sideration of the resolutions of which the majority of the Lenin-
grad communists had expressed their approval.

From the figures and facts quoted it is quite evident that
only an insignificant part of the Leningrad organisations still
maintiins the point of view of the oprosition. It should however
be taken into consideration that, in a number of factory organi-
saticrs, a decided swing of the pendulnm as recards the
quzstion of the relation to the orposition, has only taken place
quite recently, and that a large percentage of the 2244 comrades
who voted for the opposition consists of rarty functionaries.
This circumstance emphasises the task by which the leading
party bodies of Leningrad are faced. the task of finaly over-
coming the athtude of opposition which exists in the organisaiion.

Ail increased party activity must now be Gveveloped in
all organisatiors so that the resolutions passed by all the factory
organisations of Leningrad may be carried out and the Leuningrad
organisation may actually submit to the lexdership of the whole
Party on the basis of the resolutions of the XIV Party Congress.

Fourth Congress of the Communist Party

of South Africa.
By James Shieldsg (Johannesburg).

On December 20th, 27th 8 28th there was held in Cape
Town the 4th Conference of the Communist Party of S. Africa.
The changing situation in tha political field, the growrhlof
Trade Unionism among the naiives, and the proposed segregution
policy of the Government were examined and reviewed, and_the
lines of action of the Party for 1926 discussed and decided
upon. A big portion of the delegates’ time was occupied with
dealing with the Party organisation in order to secure the proper
machinery for putting  our policy into practice, and. it was
decided that the system of area groups be adopted in order
0 increase the reccriting work of the Party and eflectively
organise the sale of Fhe party organ and litterature. .

The Couierence gevealed the weakness of the Party’s Trade
Union conaections and the need for definitely organising nuclei
within the Trade unions to advocate the unity of all sections
of workers, to counteract the strongly existing racial preju-
dice, and fo bring the question of International Trade Union
Unity to the forefront.

o m i B
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It was agreed that a more systematic education of the
membership in the Party Programme should be undertaken in
order to equip our members for their tasks and to facilitate the
work of recruiting new blood for the Party — one of the wmost
important needs of the moment, . B

With regard to ‘the proposed segregation policy of the
Pact Government, which aims at taking away the franchise of
the native in the Cape Province, efc. the Conference decided to
commence a campaign condemning these re-actionary proposais,
and mobilising an opposition to prevent them being put into
operation.

The Asiatic Bill was reported upon by Com. De Norman
who pointed out that it was aimed against the wealthy Indian
traders, leaving the Indian workers practically unaffected. He
urged the Party to establish contact with the Indian workers
in Natal with a- view to organising them for the struggle for
their demands, chief of which were increased wages, shorier
hours and an equal status with the European worker. The wor-
king-class aspect of the Indian question in S. Africa was strongly
stressed, and the Party decided to act accordingly.

One of the most important items on the agenda was that
which dealt with the Land & Peasamt Question. A long dis-
cussion revealed the terrible conditions of the agricultural
workers and poor peasants, and the necessity for formulating a
programme embodying their demands in order to rally them
against capitalist exploitation. The Conference decided to com-
mence propagating the slogan of a Workers’ and Peasants’
Government, and to carry on serious communist activity among
the country population. It was felt that the drawing up of a
programme for agricultural workers should first of all be care-
fully considered and much more information sacured before being
definitely published. This task was left to the new C. E. to deal
with and will probably be completed in three or four months.

The revival of the Y. C. L. which had gone out of exist-
ence, some six months ago, was resolved, and an organiser ap-
pointed to commence its re-organisation immediately with the
assistance of the Party. The formation of the Y. C. L., it was
decided, should go hand in hand with the formation of the
Communist Children’s Section. ‘

- The successful carrying out of the Party’s policy depends
1o a very great extent on the ability with which the task of
recriniting more workers for the Party can be successfully car-
ried out. In order to assist this important work as much as
possible the price of the Party’s weekly organ has been re-
duoced f{om 3d to 1d, and the name changed from the “Inter-
mational” to the “South African Worker” in order to emphasise
more clearly the class character of the Party’s abjective.

. i the Conference decisions are taken up in an active
spirit by the Party membership, resulting in an increase of our
native work, T. U. work, and increasing membership, then the
4th Conference will indeed mark a decided step forward in
the history of the Party.

UNION OF SOVIET REPUBLICS.

Concerning some Questions of the NEP.
A Hitherto Unpublished Article by Comrade Lenin.

Introductory Remarks by the Moscow “Lenin Institute”.

At the end of October 1922 the correspodent of the “Man-
chester Guardian™, Arthur Ransome, submitted to Lenin a
number of questions regarding the New kconomic Policy, and
to which he asked him to reply:

The following drait of a reply by T.enin to Ransnme was
writlen in the first davs of November 1022 and only contains
the answer to three ol the seven questions submitted by Ransonte.

These three questions are as follows:

1. I see a gigantic economic revival. where everybody is
buying and selling. and where, it appears. a new merchant class
is beginning 1o arise. I wish to ask: how does it come about that
the NEP-man has not become a political force and is not
endeavouring to beconte a political force?

2. 1 have the impression fhat the sale and exchange nnw
going on in Russia is at present yielding a great profit. whilst
production. with few exceptions.-is impossible. Purchase and
exchange are in the hands of the NEP-man. That production
which is vielding a profit is very limited and is in the hands

of private persons. That production which is carried on at a loss
is in the hands of the State. I would ask: does not this continual
econontic strengthening of the NEP-man.involve a corresponding
weakeming of the State?

3. It is said that an attempt is being made to compel the
NEP-man (by means of taxation) to support industry. I would
ask whether that will not result in higher prices, in an increase
in the profits of the NEP-man. and lead indirectly to an increase
in wages, and therefore to the previous situation,

Lenin’s Answers to Ransome’s Questions: ‘

In regard to your questions my replies are as follows:

1. 1 believe that the NEP-man, that is to say the represen-
tative of commerce which is growing under the “New Economic
Policy”, would certainly like to become a political force, but
he does not show any signs of this wish, or only shows signs
in order to hide his real wishes. He has to endeavour fo conceal
kis wishes, as otherwise he would run the danger of encountering
serious opposition, and often even something worse than oppo-
sition, i. e. direct hoslility on the part of our State Public
Prosecutor.

I believe that as the overwhelming majority of the wmeans
of production are combined in the hands of our State power.
freedom of sale and purchase of articles of necessity con-
stitutes a real economic need of the petty Bourgeoisie.

The word “NEP-Man” used by you leads to a certain
misunderstanding. This word consists of the abbreviation
“NEP”, which means “New Economic Policy”, with the addition
of the little word “man'g. this means, therefore, representative
of the New Economic Policy. In journalistic language this word
was originally a contemptuous description of the small irader
or of a person who in various ways abuses the freedom of trade.

Qutwardly considered, what is most characteristic of the
New Economic Policy is that this type of NEP-man, or as you say,
everyone who buys and sells, comes to the forefront.

The real economic activity of the actual majority of the
population by no means consists in buying and selling. It suffices,
for example, to point to the activity of the enormous masses
ol the peasantry. who precisely ai the present moment are
working with enormous energy and with the greatest self-
sacrifice in bringing their fields under cultivation again and at
restoring their means of agricultural production, their dwellings.
farm-buildings etc. On the other hand the industrial workers
are now working with an equally feverish energy in improving
the means of production, in replacing the worn out means
of production with new, in re-building the destroyed, ruined or
damaged buildings etc.

The “NEP-man” — if one wishes fo make use of this term,
which is more suited to ironical newspaper language than fo be
used as a serious expression of political economy — makes a
far greater impression than his economic power justifies. I fear
thereiore, that anybody who applied in a simple form the thesis
of historical materialism, according to which political power must
follow economic power, would incur the danger of committinng a
very great error and ecven falling a victim to a whole series of
ridiculots misunderstandings,

The real nature of the New Feonomic Policy consists in the
fact that, firstly, the proletarian State has allowed ireedom of trade
to the small producers, and secondlv. that the proletarian State
has applied a number of principles regarding the means of pro-
duction of big capital, which capitalist economists designate as
“State Capitalism’". .

1 Felighe that an NEP-man who drew from the foreqoing the
conclusien that it wauld be advantageous for him to become a
political dorce. wenld run the dancer not only of making a
yistake. bt also of kecoming the ebicct of the derision of jour-
nalists on acenunt of his vulgar conception of Marxism.

2. You- impres<ian that <ale and purchase are at present
acquiring Lig prafits in Russia, whilst on the other hand produc-
tion 1s onlv possible in rare cases, seems {0 me calenlated 1o pro-
voke a rather justitizd smile recarding the »olitical economy of
the “NFEP-man”, '

If ¥ am not mista¥en, there is in Roeesia an engmans majo-
rity of the il prasant ropulation which hos now thrown itsold
with extra.~-"ins-v ircy e wark of needuction, and
(Ahank- 1=y o the surnly of seed el granted by the State)
has achiev~1 coovmens and o {0t iperadihie reseiss esnecndh
when one {2kes info eonsideraton the cnormars devastation ean-
<od by the oivil war, Tamine efe. The small poocams heve achioved
soch suecxss that thev have vieldd un the tanes, amounting o

eneray
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hundreds of millions of puds of grain, with remarkable ease and
almost entirely without compulsion. .

The only production being carried on by the State which is
not making a profit, is that which in the scientific terminology ol
political economy is described as production of the means oi
production (ore, metal etc.) or production of basic capital, In
capitalist economy this kind of capital usually demands for its
replacement state credits amountng fo extremely large sums
(hundreds of nrillion of Roubles or even dollars) in order to be
able 1o reorganise a sumber of undertakings which will be ca-
pable of restoring the destroyed means of production,

With us the restoration of the destroyed means of production
is not likely to yield us any profit for a very long time, or, as
you express it ,will not “pay”. In order to reslore our basic capi-
tal we shall be compelled for a fairly long time to rely on the
income from the concessions, or on state subsidies.

That is the actuai position of our economy. As you see,
I view the matter from an essentially difierent standpoint than
vou do. I am afraid that your opinion that there is taking place
with us .an unceasing economic strengthening of the NED-
people” and ,a continual economic weakeiiing of the State
would probably have provoked the scorn of Marx regarding
vulgar political economy.

I am still of the opinion that since the time of Marx one can
only speak of another non-marxist political economy in order
to delude petty bourgeois, and even »higly civilised* petty
bourgeois, :

. To conclude my answer io the question regarding ,,political
torce“: The workers and the peasantry, they are the foundation
of the politica! force in Russia. In all capitalist countries the
peasants are plundered both by the landowners and by the
capitalists. The more conscious the peasants become, the better
they will understand this. For this reason the mass of the
popu]}anon will not go with the ,buying and selling“ NEP-

e. :

.3. Will not the taxation of the NEP-people only result in
an 1ncrease in wages and prices, instead of yielding means for
production?

. No, as the the price of grain will defernmine all other
prices. A portion of the grain is collected in the hands of the
State in the form of taxes” The NEP-man will not be able to
exercise an independent influence on the deterntination of prices,
as he is not a producer. The foreign trade momopoly, by the
way, will help us to keep the NEP-man in our hands, as
prices, without his influence, are determined by the price of
toreign products plus our state profit, which is used for the
promotion of production.

I am afraid that you often regard the increase of prices as
expressed in our paper money, due to the increasing emission
of paper money, as an increase of prices brought abot by the
NEP-people. That would be a mistake........

A

IN THE CAMP OF OUR ENEMIES |

In a Blind Alfey.

Concerning the Extraordinary Congress of the Socialist Party
o of France.
By A. Bernard (Paris).

The deiegates to this “extraordinary Congress”, numbering
alout three hundred, were crowded into too small a hall. Extra.
erdinary, because it is the sixth in eighteen months which is to
decide on the tacticts of the party; extraordinary, because the
further development of the Government crisis depends to a large
estent on s decisions.

From the wall. Lenin smiles down ironically on the as-
sembly: placards and banners call upon the delegates to join the
“led “Aid”, to promote the wall newspapers, to fight against
I ascism. Ov:r the heads of the delegates swings a lantern, the
vlass of which is decorated with hammer and sickle. It is the
hall of a communist co-operative society in the largest working
ctass district of Paris, -

A symbhol?

Paul Faure thinks: »Yes." “Let us beware of the adventure
of a coihtion. Do not let us feed the illusions of the workers

ind peasants. The hammer and sickle hover over our heads!™

At the Press table.

On my right, Zeretelli, ithe hero of the 3rd Duma, ti
fictdmarshal of the CGicorgian adventure. His long nose han:
down to his chest. lle is meditative and distraught. “qul, Wi
do you timmk of our Congress?” asks Leon Blum, Zeret
raises his head, makes a deprecating gesture with his hand a1
says: "l stand above it all.” .

My left-hand neighbour is less apathetic. Suchomlin seems
to have come frem Prague especially for this purpose. llc
discusses, makes notes, negotiates about articles,

These “dear guesis” have their own opinion about whu
is_happeamg. They dc not comz to the fore. The Cougress ix
left to itselt. Toui Sender from Frankfort also prelers only
to take part unofficially in the debate. But they all understard
the game.

When, an the last evening, I look for a place at the Press
table, I find au inscrintion ou the paper which covers the table
It is the place where Zeretelli and Suchemlin sit. In large
Russian letters (written as a person writes whose thoughts ure
elsewhere and who lets his hand do as it will) there is writfen:
"W tupikje” -~ “in a blind alley.”

The old Menshevist fox has understood the situation. He
“stands above 1t ail”.

They are in a blind alley.

Whereas the geneial crisis of the regime has brought about
an evident strengthening and clarifying of the Communist Party,
the Socialist party has entered on a critical period, the end
of which cannot be foreseen. The Congress, in any case, has
not affected the crisis but has only driven the party further
into the blind alley.

On one point, all the groups of the Congress were
unanimous: the eighteen months’ policy of the party within the
frame of the Leit Bloc have benefitted it nothing; nothing but
a severe crisis in the feeling of confidence between the members
and the leaders of the party.

What is to be dome in order to make good this negative
result?

The great majority of the members, especially in the working
class districts, reply: amy kind of coalition policy must be
abandoned even in the form of “supporting” a Left Bloc govern-
ment without taking part in it.

The minority of the members, especially the petty bourgeois
strata, who, with the Left Bloc policy, have joined the party
during the last two years, demands a Right coalition policy
in the form of joining the Left Bloc Government.

The pressure of the majority with radical tendencies is very
strong; so strong that not only have numerous sections of the
Pparty in the provinces got into touch with the Communist Party
and declared themselves in favour of the united front, not only
are cases increasing of whole sections going over to the Com-
munist Party, but even the leaders of the “Left”, old politicians
like Compére-Moral and Paul Faure, have been compelled fo
recognise the unifed front and the journal of the Parisian op-
Position majority has been compelled to recognise “the temporary
dqctatlgrship of the class” after “the revolutionary seizure
power”,

This strength of the epposition majority among the members
must not deceive us as o the strong support which a conservative
pro-coalition policy finds in the whole structure of the party.
Like all socialist parties, this party is, by its apparatus and its
leading upper stratum, so bound up with the bourgeoisie and its
apparatus of power, that the crisis conjured up by the political
crisis in the country will, in all probability, end with a final
victory of the Right minority with some secessions at its base,
and not in a splitting off of the extreme Right group, as many
Left leaders desire,

One need only have seen this band of well-fed petty bour-
geois, burgomasters, parliamentarians, merchants. State and
municipal officials, party and trade union functionaries! One
need only have followed their “fight” at the Congress to imder-
stand how it will end. '

The few workers among the delegates who came to us Com-
munists during the intervals fo explain to us that they feel
they belong more to us than to Renaudel, that they are in
favour of the united front etc., are a misunderstanding in this
party of the petty bourgeoisie. .

The attitude of mind of the members who are clearly divided
into two groups, finds its expression in the existence of three
groups among the leaders. .

In the figst place there is the Right group. To it belongs
the majority of the parliamentary fraction (of which a speaker
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said: “it spends most of its time debating how best to frustrate
Congress!”), Its leaders are

France’s Noske!); Vincent Auriol, a cunning profiteer; Paul

;. . Boncour (the man of the League of Nations, a real “orator”,

a perfect actor. He seems to have drifted in here from the
Radical party by mistake.)

Then there is the Centre. lfs leaders, partly old Guesdists
such as Compere-Morel and Lebas, are still strongly enough
connected with the masses to react to the development of the
social democratic workers towards the Left. But they are also
already too closely linked up with the bourgeois apparatus of
power or of capitalist economics to be able really to go with
the masses. Compére-Morel, director of the agricultural office
of the Goverament during the war, wholesale dealer in motor-
lorries and agricultural machinery, owner of a house in Paris;
Lebas, burgomaster of Lille, the largest town of the industrial
North; Leon Blum, millionaire and personal iriend of the great
banker Finaly (director of the “Banque de Paris”, which caused
the Morocco war.)

Finally the Left group, which is particularly strong in Paris.
At its head, Zyromski and Maurin, typical “Left socialist” op-
portunist poiiticians who, if it came to extremes, would them-
selves, with a portion of the Left workers, come over to us.

The debate is a lively one; the Right has a strong position.

“The policy of support has borne no fruit. We have not
been able to exercise an actual influence on the Government.

We must take our share in the responsibility; then we shall

succeed in carrying through a policy of democratic reforms

in a government of coalition with the Radicals. If we fail
to do this, we shall be overtaken by reaction; we shall then
be responsible if Fascism succeeds.”

This point of view has the advantage of being clear. In the
last few months it has gained much ground; it is backed by the
large group of the petty bourgeois which, under the regime
of the Left Bloc, has gone over from radicalism to the S. P.
There is however quite a number of workers who, ,;,J.ike the
miners of Carillaux, are trained in Jaurés’ spirit. :

The line of argument of the Left is weak. They cannot speak
the whole truth. %'hey are opposed to the coalition policy in
words, they must be if they do not wish to lose those electors
among the workers who have a bias ‘o the Left. And if one of
the Left leaders dares to express rather more plainly what the
revolutionary workers want, active work towards a united front
on the basis of class, he is met by a howl from the Right pack:
“Go to the communists!” This happened even to the worthy
Compere-Morel himself who dared fo state: “Our chief task
15 to prepare for unity among the workers om a trade union
basis.” Such things can be said to the workers, buf, at a Con-
gress, which is to determine the tactics of the party?

The whole line of policy of the Left — for the Centre and
the Left had united for common action — was thus a negative
one, no coalition policy in the form of joining a radical govern-
ment. The only positive thesis which the Left represented in the
Central Committee, was the formation of a purely socialist go-
vernment, possibly with a few “experts”. Everyone knew
hawever that this was a platonic statement, for no one will offer
wte socialists the sole power.

At bottom it was a struggle between two groups of leaders
for the party apparatus. The sociaiist party which, after the~
split at Tours, had been a sad ruin, made great progress under
the Left Bloc. The election alliance and the policy of support
have brought a large numnber of liberal petly bourgeois elements
‘nto the party, the membership of which has increased to 100,000.
[his transformation in ithe composilion of the party at its base
has roused the hope in the circles of old and rew opportunists
among the leaders that they could use this opportunity to push
aside the old *“Marxist” clique of leaders and to seize th: lLelm
themselves,

From Congress to Congress. the Right have gained ground.
At the same time, the Left, under pressure from the masses, have
been_compelled to take a still more left direction.

. This has finally led the parfy into the blind alley in which
it 15 now caught.

And, after all, tha Congress was much ado about nothing:
the Left came out victorious with a majority of 1705 to 1331
votes. A Pyrrhan victory! And even this, in order not to lose

Blum and his friends, was bought at the price of taking up as
the first and ouly positive point, the continuation of the policy
of support! Nothing could characterise better the hopelessness
of the situation of the party than this majority resolution to
continue the policy with regard to which the experience of
eighteen months has led to the unanimous conviction that it is
fruitless.

In a blind alley! The old fox Zeretelli knew what he was
saying! ‘ -

Was the reason why he was so meditative and distraught at
the Congress, that he knew what is the only way out from this
blind alley?

IN THE R. L. L.-U.

Convening of the Plenum of the Executive
Bureau of the R. L. L. U.

'Moscow, 2nd February 1926.
(Telegraphic Report to the “Inprecorr.”)

The Plenum of the Executive Bureau of the Red International
of Labour Unions has been convened for the 25th February with
the following agenda:

1. Business Report of the Executive Bamreau.

2. The Next Tasks of the Trade Union Movement (Reporter:
Comrade Lozovsky). .

3. Anglo-Russian Unity Committee (Reporter: Comrade
Tomsky).

4. The Trade Union Movement in China (Reporter: A re-
presentative of the All-Chinese Trade Union Federation). _

5. Trade Union Conference of the countries of the Pacific
(Reporter: Comrade Heller),

6. Trade Union Work in the United States of America (Re-
porter: Comrade Foster). . Co

7. Trade Union work in Germizny (Reporter: Comrade
Heckert).

8. Trade Union Movement in Japan (Reporter: A represen-
tative of the revolutionary Trade Union Federation of Japan).

9. Organisatory Construction (Reporter: Comrade Lyss).”™

10. The fight for the Eight Hour Day and social legislation
(Reporter: Comrade Schumann).

11. Miscellaneous.

THE YOUTH MOVEMENT

The VII. National Conference of the
Communist Youth of Austria.

By F. F. (Vieuna).

The 7th National Comference of the Communist Youth of
Austria which took place a few days ago was in many respects
ot inferest and importance for the whole Youth International.

Mauny events of umportance for Awstrian Working Youth
preceded the Congress: the catastrophic collapse of the socialistic
Working Youth of Austria, due to the complete victory of the
line of the t{amburg Congress in the Austrian Union; the split
of the Socialist Labour Youth of Austria (SAJO) (caused by
exclusions) and the founding of the Umited Socialist Labour
Youth of Austria (U.3. A.1.O.); the beginuing of the united
fight of the Austrian Working Youth (Russian delegation and
first National Congress of the Working Youth) against the will
of the social democratic Faaders and their aitempted sabotage,
finally the VHL. annual conference of the S. AL J O,

The collapse of the S, A. . O.. its splitting up, the toundinyg
of the U.3 A.J.O. the wunited fight expressed throungh the
Russian delegation and the irst National Congress of Working
Youth and the resulting union of the U.3 A J.O. with the
Young Cemmunists all this its cause in the ever increasing
poverty of the Austrian working youth and in the jact that the
S. AL ). O. not only does not fight agamst this poverty, b
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also sabotages, while the Comumunist Youth has proved in
practice to be the leader of the Workiug Youth.

This is why the 7th National Conference of the Communist
Youth of Austria found an entirely changed situation. While
formerly the relation of the two organisations of proletarian
youth was such, that the 8. A. J. O. numh:red about 33,000
members wHile the Conmiunist Youth comprised hardly a
thousand, the S.A.J.O. has now, according to the highest
estimates. not more than 15.000 members (scme say there are
only 9,000 —10,000) and the Communist Youth, compared to
what it was, has increased ifs influence considerably. (An
exact estimate of its growth in numbers is not yet possible.)

At the same time as the 7th National Conference accepied
the report of the Central Committee (which thoroughly analysed
and recorded the experiences of the work of the last iwo years)
the General Meeting of the U. S. A, J. O. tock place. The only
real question to be decided at this conference was the question
for or against the Young Communist. International. Afier
thorough discussion the conference unamimously agreed to
acknowledge the programme of the Y.C.l. and the 21 con-
ditions of the Communiern and the entry into the Y.C.I In
the accepted resolution the following portion deserves special
attention.

“Our entry in the Young Communist International is
nothing but the fulfilment of our duty towards the revolu-
tionary working youth and has nothing whatsoever to do
with the office hunting which is practised in the social-
demorratic party of Austria and in the Union of the socia-

‘listic working youth and which we were accused of by the

Central Commitiee of the Socialist Labour Youth. On

the contrary, we regard the work among the masses as

our duty, and therefore. as a protest and proof that the
stdtements of the Central Committee of the Socialist Labour

Youth are nothing but libels, we determine not' to accept

any offices at the Unity Congress, We call upon the whole

" Working Youth to follow our example, to strengthen the

ranks of the revolutionary fighting prolefarian youth, and

to join the Young Communist International and the Com-

mugist Youth of Ausfria.” .

This resolution of the former members of the S. A. J. proved
vonclusively that they joined the Y.C.I from inner conviction
and that they are honestly desirous of fighting in its ranks.

On the fcllowing day the resolution was unammously passed
to admit the U.S. A. J. members, and their representatives were
admitted to the Congress, with the right to vote.

Speeches of welcome were delivered by the representatives
of the German, French, and Russian Youth Leagues and the
Executive of the Y.C. L

The reports of the Conunittee who examined the credentials
of the delegates showed that 117 delegates were present at the
Congress; among them being 90 with tull voting powers, 67 of

v

whom came from Vienna. (At all the former congresses i
more than 35 — 40 delegates took part},

After hearing the political reports the Congress {urned :
the principal task, viz. the discussion o their future tasks.

On the basis of the experiences during the last two veur:.
especially during the last few months — the time of the Russ::
delegation and the first National Congress of the working vou
— the Congress in the resoiution on the next tasks of
League submitted to the Organisation, the following main tasi.

1. Continuation and intensification of the fight to establi
a revolutionary united front for the following aims:

Against the slave treaty of Geneva! For the fightin:
Programnre of the Working Youth of Austria! Against reaction
and danger of war! For Soviet Russia! For International Tra.
Union Unity!

2. Intensifying the work among the masses of the young
workers.,

3. Making propaganda, especially in most important large
industrial concerns, fo gain new members; re-orgamisation ou
the basis of factory nuclei.

The resolution was umanimously adopted.

The new Central Comumittee which was upanimiously electe.
comprises 16 members. As to its social composition the Central
Committee consists of 13 workers, 1 employee and 2 intellectuals.

Thus the 7th Congress of the Communist Youth of Austria
may be considered as a complete success. It has provided an
excellent bzsis for the futur work of the League, for real mas<
work, and it is to be expected that the Awustrian Section of the
Young Communist International, further developing on the basi:
of its recent successes, will embrace ever larger masses of the
young workers.
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