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I POLITICS 
The Russian Famine · 

and the Relief Necessary 
by Victor Kopp. 

Report to the Berlin International Conference of Organizations 
working for the Relicl of the Russian Famine. 

** The picture of the famine in Russia is horrible 
enough and does not need any exaggeration. Almost the entire 
population of the stricken districts and, moreover, also a great 
part of the population of the neighbouring territories-all in 
all about twenty million people-are affected by the famine. 
It is no exaggeration to say that half of them, i. e. ten millions, 
are at the present moment on the verge of starvation .. The 
number of starving children alone amounts to at least five 
millions. 

As soon as ti).e fir~t signs of the catastrophe became 
apparent, the Russian government energetically employed all 
ihe means at itp disrosal to deal with the. situation. Two impor
tant problems had to be solved immediately: first, the inhabitants 
who were. leaving the place of disaster in panic, had to 
be retained by immediate aid so as to secure the cultivation of 
the land. In spite of the very meager harvest the government 
succeeded Within a few weeks in gathering the necessarv seed
about thirteen millions of poods-and in transporting it to the 
famine district. · , 

Thus the first problem was : solved. The panic was 
stopped, the streams of fugitives came to a standstill, the winter
sowing was accomplished. However, hereby only the first 
steps were made, but the question as to the maintenance of the 
population till the n.ext harvest became every day more urgent. 
The hard winter that had meanwhile set in robbed the population 
of any .pQSsibility of obtaining foo9. and fodder in the fields and 
forests, and made this .question one of life or death to millions 
of starving people. , 

· The starving districts require for their maintenance at 
least 100,000,000 poods of grain, 170,000,000 of which for human 
consumption. The district itself has yielded all in all only. about 
46,000,000 poods; thus in order to maintain the population it 
is essential to obtain elsewhere 124,000,000 poods. As has 
already been stated .the .entire harvest this year was rather 
scant. It can be said .without exaggeration that there was a 
l;Jad harvest all over Russia. The only source from which 
a~equate. assistance could be drj!~ is the world market glutted 
with gram. There are the grananes of North America where 
wheat is. lying witho!lt finding . purchasers. there is Argentine, 
where this year's maize harvest was so plentiful, that the loco-

. motives are heated with ears .of corn instead of coal. That is the 
r~son why Gorki appealed to the foreign countries, why the Rus- · 
sian government approached the foreign countries, because it 

. dearly understood that. it is aot in a poSition to feed all· the 
starvm~ out of the supplies of Russia or to procure the required 
quantities ·of grain by cash purchase. . 

The. respon'ae the appeal has SG far met with abroad is 
with a few excepti~ns, unsatisfactory enough. It is true that 
all ~ the orgamsahons here repl."'eSel\ted. are working with all 
their. might in combatting- the catastrophe. Yet all that has 

been done by these organisations and also by the Hoover 
Org~nisafi.on which is not represented here, is out a tiny part 
of what must be in order to ·prevent ·the most fertile part of 
Russia from turning into a cemetery of several millions oi 
humans beings this winter. · · 

The Hoover Organisation as well as that. of Nansen are 
chiefly organisations for the reliei of children. The number of 
Lliildren that will be maintained by these organisations. during 
thi!; winter is estimated at about 2,000,000. Several hundreds 
cf thousands of children are being saved by the measures oi 
the govermnent~either by accomodating them in children's 
homes in their resp...->ctive districts or by evacuating them to the 
better-off districts where they are being distributed among the 
peasant popul:1tion. Nev<.>rtheless, by all these measures it will 
hardly be possible to provide food and shelter for half of the 
number. The oihe1· half is dying a slow and horrible death. 

Still less is being done for the rescue of the adults. With 
the exception of the· establishment of some feeding-centres 
in the places ci concentration of· the fugitives and of spt'cial 
measures to· combat the epidemics (in which the greatest part 
was played by the German Red Cross), practically everything 
still remains to be done. 

1he small stocks still at the disposal of the population 
of the famine-districts after this year's harvest have been entirely 
consumed during the last four months. In consequence of 
the cold weather setting in it became impossible to gather 
those sordid substitutes on which the population subsisted up 
to. the present moment: all sorts of grasses, swamp-phints, 
wild bernes, acorns, bark and so forth. No matter how great 
the efforts of the Russian govemement may be-and there 
is reillly no lack of energy exhibited in this matter-in assisting 
the starving out of the resources of the country itself, without 
adequate assistance from abroad several millions of people will 
not survive this winter but will perish in hunger and miserv. 
1his naked truth which I am stating here without any embellish
ment, must be ·driven into the conciousness of. those who do 
not starve. · . 

Should the appeal to. humanity, which was so eloquently 
and, touchingly expressed in Professor Nansen's well-known 
speech at the conference in Geneva, no longer meet with a 
response, it would be high time to appeal to econ·omic sensibility. 
For there shoui.P be no.mistake about it: 
. . . In the mom~nt in w~ich · Jll;asant farming in the ·famine
distnct falls to rum and this fertile land ·Is thus turned into a · 
~esert with not~ing · ~ut wild grasses .gro~ing on it for a long 
time to .come-m this moment Russia will be eliminated for 
a long time froin the ranks of the countries whose agricultural 
products exceed their· wants. The purchasing power of its 
population will be paralyzed. and there will no longer be any 
possibility of Russia regaining its place in the household of the 
world. · 

. Hereby tl're problem of. relief for starving . Russia is 
elucidated from a· world..economic point of view. . 

A territory of more than 56,000,000 dessiatines with a 
population of altogether 18,300,000 people, 16,200,000 .of which are 
living ·rural dist~icts, remaiDed without a drop of r;~in 
throughou~ the sprmg and part of the summer. The fields were 
covered With a hard crust which showed wide cracks cause4 by 
the heat.· The average yield of this land in har'vest.time 

· ;unounted to ll,4 poods per desiatine. After deduction 
of the seed corn, this . means . a net produce of 3-4 
poods per , capita. The importance of . these numbers 
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may be gathered from the fact, that an average harvest in the 
district in question produced about 30-40 poods, a good one 
even more than 60 poods per dessiatine, and that a standard of 
10 poods per head is by officially designated as a " hunger
ration", which practically means the beginning of starvation 
among the population. 

The Russian Volga district, the district of the " black 
soil", is known as the granqry not only of Russia but of all 
Europe. And undoubtedly this· fame is well earned. The agri
cultural population of this district constitutes no Iess than 20 % 
of the entire agricultural population of former European Russia. 
The cultivated land formed 24 % of the entire cultivated 
area, which shows the pr,evailing agricultural character of the 
whole district. The average amount of grain exported from the 
district yearly in the years 1909 to 1913 was 188,000,000 poods, 
65,000,000 poods of which were exported abroad. 

· The figures mentioned will fully suffice to show 
that the agriculture of the Volga district is of deci
dedly exerrsive character. It is an agriculture with 
little live stock (with 24% of the entire cultivated area it only 
has 23 % of the working horses and 17 % of the draught-oxen), 
the advantage of which does not lie in a sufficient fertilisation 
of the soil nor in a careful. mechauical cultivation of the land, 
but is founded on the possibility of giving parts of the land, 
so richly endowed by nature, year by year a rest. The peasant 
mode of farming is a primitive so-called " three field farming" 
which disappeared in Europe a century ago. The war has badly 
shaken the stoutest pillar of this agriculture, human working
rower. Millions of young peasants did not retum from the 
battle-fields or were kept as prisoners for years and years, while 
the farms were often left behind under a true petticoat govern
ment. The world war was succeeded by civil war. First the 
southeast part of Russia was for a long· time the battlefield of 
the troops of the counter-revolution. Here the famous Czecho
Slovak revolt commenced in 1918, here was the ground of which 
Denikin's troops were drawn up when in 1920 he pushed his 
attack within a few hundred kilometers of Moscow. Here was to 
the last the haunt of the dispersed remnants of the White troops, 
of the failures in life who found their means of subsistence by 
looting the peaceful population. All these circumstances caused 
the productive power of the farmers to be reduced to a level far 
below that of pre-war time. The best proof thereof is the reduction 
of the cultivated area. 

While in 1916 the cultivated lartd covered a spac~ of 
92 dessiatines per lCO inhabitants, it sank by 1921 to 58 dess
iatines, that is by 37 %. This occurred in spite of the considerable 
increas,e of peasant farming itself at the expence of the con
fiscated great estates. This fact has been attributed to the policy 
of the government which was said to have suppressed the in
clination for the increase of production by imposing the duty 
of delivery. This may be partly correct; we have seen much 
the same in other countries where the goveniment has .taken 
similar measures under the pressure of war. However, this 
does not by any means fully explain the matter, for at the same 
time as the cultivated ground all other factors of production were 
reduced. So for instance, the number of working -animals, also 
calculated for a hundred inhabitants, sank in the same space of 
time from 26 to 14, i. e., by 46 %, the number of cows from 
23 to 16, i. e., by 30 %, and so forth. 

The farm implements and, most important of all, 
the ploughs, suffered much in quality in consequence of 
the impossibility of replacing the worn-out machines by new 
imported ones. The following fig·ures will prove that. A plough 
is generally supposed to last ten years. In the ten years from 
1906 to 1916 Russian agriculture was provided with 3,300,000 
ploughs. This is the total amount of the ploughs that were 
produced in Russia and . imported f:rom abroad. In 1916 they 
were distributed over about 190,000,000 dessiatines. The culti
vated land in the Volga district had a total of about 1,800,000 
ploughs. From this year on the supply of agriculture with 
ploughs ceased almost entirely-partly on account of the 
blockade, partly on account of the transformation of the Russian 
metal industry for the manufacturing of requisites of war. No 
less than 40 % of the entire stock of ploughs ought to he 
replaced by new ones, and even if they are used here and there 
they are by far not fit to perform the required work. Expressed 
in absolute numbers, the agriculture of ·the Volga district requires 
175,COO ploughs in order to raise itself to the after all rather 
moderate level of 1916. With the other agricultural machinery con
ditions are the same as with the ploughs: about 130,000 reaping 
machines and about 30,000 steam ploughs are wanted, somewh;:tt 
to make up for the depreciation in farm tools that has ensued in 
the meantime. 

The quality of the seed-grain, that is of the commonly used 
grain, wheat, has deteriorated in a similar way. Before the war 

Russian grain was considered on the world market to con
tain by far the greatest quantity of foreign elements. This was 
due chiefly to the inferior qualify of the peasant seed. The war 
has greatly aggravated the conditions and the seed deteriorated 
to such an extent that by this alone the harvest might have been 
reduced by one half and even more than that. 

Taking further into consideration the decrease of the 
live stock we will gain an idea of the main factors of the 
economic breakdown prevailing in the Volga district. It is now 
perfectly clear why this year's catastrophe, resulting from the 
effects of nature, has wrought such destruction, and it becomes 
?bvious that in combatting ,the famine two equally important and 
mseparable factors have to be tackled: the relief of the immediate 
di_stress, the maintenance of the population throughout the 
wmter, and further, work for the future, the. rebuilding of 
the ruined economic life. 

The chief object, as follows from the aforesaid, is the 
increase of the arable area. It will certainly be easier to solve 
this P'Wblem than to persuade the population to apply new 
methods of cultivation, to introduce the cultivation of different 
plants or to carry th~;ough measures of amelioration of the soil. 
In order to bring the arable area up to the level of 1916, over 
55,000,000 poods, i. e. more than 900,(]00 tons of seed are 
required. To provide such a quantity of seed suitable to the 
~lima tic . cond!tions of_ the region, and this for the approach
mg spnng, IS the hrst and most urgent task without the 
solution of which all other measures would become futile. 

The second task that has to be solved simultaneouslv is 
the supply of the population with adequate implements. " 

The third task which must be begun at the same time 
as the two others is the production of a sufficient number of 
r_notor ploughs. Agriculture in the Volga district is very short of 
hve stock, as we have seen. The working animals will be deci
mated by the famine so as gravely to threaten the spring culti
vation of the fields. The wanting draught animals must be 
replaced by mechanical power. Without a sufiicient number of 
tractors a reform of agriculture is impossible. 

These three tasks--the supply of seed grain, the provision 
of implements and the provision of tractors-are together the 
very essence of economic assistance, without which the relief of 
distress can procure but a temporary alleviation, however badly 
it may be wanted. If this assistance for the spring to come 
should fail, the Russian Volg.a district threatens to be turned 
into a hunger district in permanence. 

I am perfectly well" aware of the fact that the private 
organisations here represented are far from possessing the 
means required for the solution of such an enormous task which 
must necessarily be dependent on the granting of prolonged 
credits. However, these organisations who were the first to 
come to the aid of the starving Russian peoble are very well 
able to draw the attention of influential quarters to this problem 
and to demand of them the granting of the necessary means. 
The very greatness of the task, the very depth. of our conviction 
that the economic salvation of Russia means the salvation of a 11 
the ·wold, ought to stimulate us to do all we can in order to 
make ourselves heard by means of the press, in Parliament, in 
the broadest publicity so as to furnish the conditions which are 
necessary to arouse the powers capable of the solution of the 
problem and to unite them. When public opinion in America and 
England is convinced that the horrible unemployment 
weighing on these countries can only disappear through the 
restoration of Russia's purchasing power, when at the 
same time the peoples of Central Europe become clearly aware 
of the fact that their distress is not in small degree due to the 
agricultural production of the vast Russian fields coming to 
a standstill, the urgency of economic assistance to Russia will 
take possession of public opinion with such force as to silence 
all private, partial, and selfish interests. 

After the Vilna Elections 
by L. Domski (Warsaw). 

**Were the elections in the Vilna District an expression 
of the will of the whole population? The Polish authorities 
attemrt to make the world believe that they were. According to 
them 60 % of the electorate took part in the elections. That 
figure, however, is hardly to be accepted, for among the Poles 
themselves participation in the elections cannot have been very 
great, in face of the lack of political consciousness of the brgad 
masses, especially the women, and of. the bad means of com
munication. When one in addition takes into consideration the 
abstinence of the non-Polish nationalities, the publisbed figures 
of the participants in the elections appear highly improbable 
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That the Lithuanians boycotted the elections is perfectly dear. 
The same can be said of the jews who in the Vilna District 
S}mpathized with the Lithuanians. These latter had, at least pro
visionally, granted them full equal rights of nationality; while 
they were treated as pariahs by the Poles. Notwithstanding this, 
from Polish official sources comes the assertion that the jews 
outside of Vilna went to the polls. The claim is hard to sub
stantiate. There were no special lists setting out the jewish 
Eelectors, and in no instance was a single Jew elected. 

Now, it is maintained that at least the White Russians . 
have taken part in the Diet elections. It is true that the Polish 
authorities put themselves to great trouble to induce the White 
Russians to take part in the elections. They put forward 
a certain Aleksjuk as leader of the pro-Polish White Russians. 
The candidate brought no credit to the Polish election officials. 
He is a somewhat sinister personality who experienced certain 
legal unpleasantness on account of embezzlement. Of no higher 
moral prestige is the other " White Russian " the notorious 
brigand leader Bulak-Balachovitch, who published an appeal 
to the White Russians, calling on them to take part in the 
elections, along with the announcement of his personal parti
~ipation in them. Here too one must wonder, how any creature 
who stands legally accused of murder, robbery and rape, can 
exercise the right to vote. But Poland needed votes. In spite of 
all that, the White Russians must have taken only a Vf~ry mild 
interest in the elections, for the Aleksjuk Party has suffered a 
most signal defeat. 

1 hus the newly elected Diet represents only the Polish 
portion of the population. 

In spite of that it appears certain that the Entente will 
not place its veto on the elections. It was in its power to hinder 
the elections, if it so desired, but it seems that the Entente is 
not able to adopt an unanimpus attitude on the Vilna question. 
Moreover, all attempts to bring about negations between Poland 
and Lithuania having failed, it could scarcely oppose a definite 
solution of its own to the Polish solution. 

The program of the next sitting of th~ . .eouncil of the 
·League of Nations is framed in such a way that the Lithuanians 
will hardly find a sympathetic hearing for their complaints. It 
mentions the problem of the " Protection of the Lithuanian 
Minority " in the Vilna District which entirely excludes the 
possibility of· the territory being awarded to the Lithuanians. 
It is ·equally evident from the report of the Foreign Minister 
Skirmunf in the committee ,of the Warsaw Sejm, that the Polish 
Government secured the assent, or at least the neutrality of the 
Entente Powers before the elections. One may t!}erefore suppose 
that the fait accompli achieved by the Polish Government will 
be accepted as a basis for any further solution of the question. 
The League of N!!.tion will very probably cause the Poles many 
a bitter moment yet, but it will hardly be able to effect a thorough 
alteration of the · conditions. The Lithuatiien protests will 
probably fall on deaf ears.* 

On the other hand it will be equally impossible to. satisfy 
the wishes of the Polish annexationists. It is well known that 
they have been very successful in the elections. The federalistic 
Pilsudski Party has suffered a most miserable defeat. At first 
Pilsudski (as a native of Vilna) had the intention of taking part 
in the elections himself, evidently to increase the chances of his 
adherents by his presence, but at the last moment he thought 
better of it and "fell ill". This is understandable, for his chief 
parties (Social-Patriots, Democrats, and the Peasants' Party 
"Rebirth") have only been able to return a small group of 
deputies. 

The victory fell to the Right Party (National Democrats) 
who captured nearly half the seats .. The second strongest party 
is the so-called People's Council, which will form the centre 
~roup in the Diet. As to its class position, this party is very 
Indefinite and divergent. It sprang out of the " Borderland
Protection" Party patronized by Pilsudski but later on let itself 
be carried away on the Annexationist tide, and agitated for 
"reunion" just as eagerly as the National Democrats. Among 
its deouties there is- no lack of full-blown National ·Democrats. 

* The recent session of the Council of the League of 
Nations refused to have anything more to do with the Vilna 
question, as Comrade Domski . had predicted. It ordered the 
withdrawal of its Military Mission of Control within one month 
and " invited the two governments concerned to confide their 
respective interests to friendly ·powers ". The resolution con
tinues, " the Council cannot recognise any solution of a dispute 
submitted !o . the League by one of its mem~ers which may be 
rt'!ached without regard to the recommendation of the Council 
or without the vonsent of both the parties concerned". Thill 
mars the most signal failure of the League of Nations since its 
establishment. 

Thus a splitting up with a consequent adhesion to the right, 
whereby the National Democrats might get an absolute majority 
and become the governing party is not out the question. 

One might now ~xpect that the slogan of the Right: 
a Plebiscite Sejm proclaiming union with Poland and dissolation 
afterwards will now become a fact. The Warsaw National 
Democrats stick to this slogari and have published an appeal 
to the elected deputies in tijis sense. But the soup is not likely 
to be eaten as hot as it ws cooked. From Skirmunt's announce
ments in the Warsaw Sejm Committee it appears that even 
France advises the Poles to allow Vilna autonomy, and to carry 
out a policy of reconciliatio~, towards Kovno. France is afraid 
tha~ the Lithuanians in the event of a further embitterment of 
relations might become a bridge between Germany ·and Soviet 
Russia. England and Italy have most decidedly warned against 
annexation, nor do they seem. agreed upon autonomy. 

In these circumstances Vilna autonomy will be the 
lesser evil for Poland. Even the editor of the influential 
" Rzeczpospolita ,; whose policy closely approaches that of the 
Nationalists, quite openly states this ''diplomatic necessity" as 
he calls it. 

Poor Pilsudski, however, will have little joy over this 
" victory " of his idea; for the autonomy of the Vilna District 
will, in this event be realized by the enemies of autonomy, as 
well as by the· adherents to Centralism and of an enforced 
Polonization. These gentlemen will certainly not be able to 
prevent a further development of the district into a sort of buffer 
state and approach to Kovno. And if Pilsudski meant to create 
for himself a sally-port for further " Liberation" crusades, 
a hatching ground for further Petlurianism, he is now deeply 
disappointed. Strange as it may sound-the reactionary issue 
of the elections is the most favorable for peace and particularly 
for· quiet on the Soviet borders. 

ECONOMICS 
The Economic Situation in 1921 

by Spectator. 
•• The development of national economy is influenced by 

a number of factors among which is of course the influence of 
political relations. It is beyond a doubt that the self-confidence 
of the capitalist class is today stronger than it was one or two 
years ago. It must also be admitted that the fear .of the Russian 
~evolution is today not as great; in fact, Communism is almost 
considered as overcome, because the Soviet Government has sup
posedly capitulated before capitalism. It must furthermore be 
admitted that the working-class has been thrown on the defensive 
and that capitalism has begun a general attack on the conquests 
of the revolution and is even certain of its victory. In a word,
capitalism has regained its confidence and is no longer afraid 
to commence operations on a large scale. A good proof of this 
is the fact that the Thyssen-concern alone is digging new shafts 
which will require 1,800,000,000 marks. 

A situatiqn exists in regard .to the economic prerequisites 
for a revival of industry. In this field the prospects of capitalism 
are n6t as rosy as we might be inclined to presume. Apart from 
the various lines of development of single branches of industry, 
the main cause of the economic crisis of 1920-21 was the reduced 
demand for manufactured articles by the agricultural population 
and by the agricultural countries. During the war, it was just 
these agricultural countries and the agricultural districts of 
industrial countries that were able to increase their wealth 
considerably, thus creating a basis for the economic revival 
durin~ the following post-war years. We can illustrate this by 
exammg American statistics. During the war, from 1914-1919, 
the value of the agricultural products of the U.S. rose from 
$9,900,000,000 to $24,960,000,000. The net value (after Ute 
~eduction of the cost of raw materials) of industrial products 
JUmped from $9,900,000,000 to $20,500,000,0000. This gave rise to 
the extensive domestic market, which in turn was the basis of 
the post-war boom. In 1920, agricultural products suffered a drop 
in the market and their total value went down to $19,860,000,000. 
But the value of mining products rose considerably during 1920, 
in fact from $4,600,000,000 to $6,700,000,000. 

If the value of industriallroducts did not rise to the same 
extent that mining products di , since in most cases the prices 
of manufactured articles did not rise as much as those of the 
mining industry, it is nevertheless certain that. the total value 
of 1920's industrial production was.considerably higher than that 
of agricultural production. While the general index of prices 
in 1920 showed a higher average than in 1919, the index figures 
for agricultural products dropped from 234 .to 218. As a result 



52 International PreiS Correapondence No. 7/8 

the domestic market was unable to consume the manufactured 
products and at the same time exports decreased, being chiefly con
signed. to agricultural_ countries, since the EuroJ.X!an industrial 
cvuntnes a, e stili suftenng so much hom the atterma,h of the 
war that their capacity for assimilating the industrial products 
of other countries is very small. . . . 

What was the line of development of th1s state of affairs 
in 1921? Until the middle of 1921, for which period we have the 
statistics of the Amer,can Department of Labor on the fluctuation 
of prices, we see that the prices of agricultural products dropped 
very much more qmckly than those of all other goods. In fact, 
in the month of*June they had almost the 1913 level (plus 13 %), 
while the general price index at that time was 48% above the 
price level of 1913. We see from the reports of two corres
pondents of the "Industr1e- und Handelszeitung " and the 
.. trankfurter Zeitung" that the situation has not changed since 
then. The New York correspondent of the " Industrie- und 
Handelszeitung" reports in the rssue of December 23rd that the 
prices agricultural products are still lower than those of in
dustrial products. The correspondent for the " Frankfurter 
Zeitung" (issue of January 8th) cites the opinion of an American_ 
fnvest,gation Comm.ssion on Agriculture, according to which the 
farmer's dollar to-day is worth less than at any time during 
the last 30 years. lt is at the same time established that the 
agricultural population in America is rapidly decreasing. The 
low buying power of the dol}ar as well as the decreased agri
cultural r;opulation leads to a shrmking of the domeshc market 
The same is no less true o~ the foreign markets. The faster 
decrease of prices of agricultural products resulted in an uti
favorable balance of trade against the agricultural countries. 
Dunng the war these countnes had in most cases a favorable 
balance of trade. In 1920 and especially in 1921, the balance of 
trade went heavily against these countries. Since due to the 
impoverishment of Europe the influx of ·capital from industrial 
countries is very small, the buying power of the agrarian 
countries has seriously shrunk and as a result the foreign maket 
has also suffered considerably. Hence also the economic crisis. 

I-' rom the data published until now, we cannot yet say with 
certainty whether any change has taken place in this respect 
during the last months of 1921. Some countries, as for instance 
Brazil, seem to nave improved their trade balance. Most of the 
countries of the world record a growing debit balance of trade ... 
For instance, in the month of October India had an import tirade 
of 225,0~0,000 rupees and an export trade of 172,000,000 rupees; 
South Africa's Import trade amounts to £3,800,000 and her 
export trade to £ 1,990,COO. ·A further proof. of the debit trade 
balances of these countries is the clrop in the e ·bange quotations 
of these countries. M for example, the Argentinian peso was 
quoted in England during December 1920 at 539 /!a pence; in 
December 1921 it stood at 53%. The BraziiiaJ:Pmilreis was quoted 
at 10''/s and 79/la pence respectively. The lower exchanges of 
these countries reflects their weaker buying power and signifies 
the limited sale of industrial rroducts to these countries. 

On the other hand, however, we see that in industrial 
countries, particularly in England, due to a num5er of cir<;Um
stances, the prices of argricultural products are still higher 
than those of manufactured articles. But in the industrial 
countries, the working population forms the domestic market. 
If agricultural products are dear, while the prices on industrial 
rroducts are going down, it means that wages at whose cost 
prices on industnal products are reduced, are dropping in 
their buying r:ower as against food; in other words, the real 
wage is reduced and with it also the buying power of the greater 
part of the population. The temporary state of affairs under 
which food prices sank, while industrial products and wages 
remained as they were, created an increased demand for manu
factured proiucts in Europe. Today the situation is just the 
opposite; wages are .falling more rapidly than food prices and 
as a result the population's buying power for manufactured 
products is very small. In addition to all this we must examine 
the situation in Central and Eastern Europe where, due to the 
unusually rarid drop oi the currencies of these countries, the 
buying power of the population has surely not increased. 

As another prerequisite of an economic revival, we may 
consider the situation in the money market. At present the 
situation is such that the private discount rate is still pretty 
high, rarticularly for long-term loans. During 1921 the ·average 
discount rate on 90 day notes was more than 5 %, which is 
altogether too h;gh a Oisceunt for England. A peculiar situa
tion was created in which money can be obtained with compara
tive ease for speculative _purposes and only with difficulty for 
new investments, because there is actually a shortage in capital, 
whereas there is not such a shortage in legal tender. On the 
contrary, there is plenty and more than rlenty of legal tender, 
but there is on the other hand an actual shortage of the means 

of production and their capital value, and of cash money. The 
following table is taken from the " Frankfurter Zeitung " of 
January 4th, 1922. It is a survey of the new shares issues in 
the most important countries. 

Value of New Share Issues. 
Germany England U.S.A., Holland 

millions 
of marks 

1912 994 
1913 635 
1920 7,520 
1921 19,229 

millions 
of pounds 

210.9 
196.5 
367.5 
389.0 

millions millions 
of doll rs oi gulden· 

2917.7 
193.9 

2391.2 1151.4 
1407.5 457.0 

· (The figures for the United States include only the first 
10 months, and those for Holland the first 11 months of 1921.) 

The figures for England seem to be not quite correct; at 
any rate those commg trom Eng11sh sources are difierent. In 
fact, accordmg to the "~tatist" the 1920 issue amounted .to 
£481,COO,ooo: Nevertheless the fact remains that the government 
expended the money, since £280,000,000 of the 1921 issues were 
government loans. 1 he industnal issues are not only very small, 
but they show·a steep drop in the last months of May, June and 
july 01 the same year. ln · the United ::itates and in Holland 
the new 1921 issues were much smaller than those of 1920; 
the October 1921 1ssues of the Umted States for example, does 
not even amount to one-half of the January issue of the same 
year. 1 he h1gh figures which the issues in Germany show are 
easily explained by the depreciation of the currency. If we 
divicte this sum by 25 as an average depreciation factor, we get 
a sum which is much less than that of 1912-1913. As far as 
actual productwn is concerned we really see a certain revival 
in the textile industry, at any rate in the United States, and a 
very shght increase 1n the production of iron and steel in the 
most . imfortant producing countries-United States, England, 
r ranee and l:Selgmm. but if we examine these figures more 
closely we get the following picture: (these figures are taken 
from the "Times" of January 7th) Reckoned in thousands of 
tons per month the production of these four countries was as 
follows: 

1913 . . . . . 
1920 ..... . 
1921 1st quarter 

2nd quarter 
3rd quarter . . . . . 

1921 October and November . 

Pig Iron 
3067 
4125 
2871 
1546 
1306 
1770 

Steel 
3834 
3616 
2973 
1729 
1817 
2219 

We see that the average production of these four countries 
during the months of October-November .amounts to 463,GOO tons 
of iron and 400,000 tons of steel more than the average produc
tion cturing the third quarter of 1921. lJue to the miners' strike 
l:.ngland's production m the second quarter shrunk immensely. 
In the third quarter it was a!so very small. Should England's 
production diminish only at the same rate as that of the United 
States, it would show an increase of 1,245,000 tons of pig iron 
for the second and third quarters. Such is the loss in production, 
due not to the normal course of the crisis, but to the strike. In 
the following months world economy has not yet made good 
this Joss. We see moreover, that the production of steel has 
dropped during the month of December in England as well as 
in the United States; in fact very much so in England-from 
444,000 tons to 381,000 tons. That of pig iron has gained some
wh:,lt; in America considerably,•in England only slightly. At 
any rate only the further developments in production will show 
us whether there will •still be any demand for iron after the 
deficit caused by the strike has been made good .. In the mean
time we can say with certainty that the prices· of iron and iron 
products are falling. in America as well as in England, and 
that there is presumably no strong demand. We need not go 
into the tendency of prices. at present, because they are only too 
well known. We may finally point out, however, that the number 
of bankruptcies has increased considerably, . even in the United 
States, at any until October (we have no data for the period 
since October). 

We thus see that the present economic situation does not 
yet warrant any presumption of a coming period of economic 
prosperity. This is hardly to be expected because-aside from the 
Central European and Eastern European relations which surely 
constitute an incalculable factor, and aside from the fact that 
as far as. Central Europe is concerned$ the chances for a quick 
recovery of industry and for the clearing up of the reparation
problems, are very slight-the general economic situation in the 
various countries has so little adapted itself to the chatJged con
ditions brought about by the war, that these countries will hardly 
be able to buy larger amounts of goods. For example, it is a 
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characteristic fact that in the month of December, the export of 
machinel! from England remained far bolow the level of December 
1920, although the total export of 1921 is somewhat greater than 
that of 1920. This shows that in the last few months of 1921, the 
demand for machines slackened. It is particularly interesting to 
note the great decrease in the export of agricultural machines; 
in fact, the 1921 export of agricultural machines dropped to 
one-half of that of 1920, and to one seventh of that of 1913. The 
export of textile machines, on the other hand, has risen con
siderably and in 1921 it almost reached the figure of 1913. Most 
of these machines were consigned to non-European countries 
like India, Japan, China, but also to France. This shows that 
the nc:m-European countries are developing an independent in
dustry, which will compete with the European industry until 
the latter adapts itself to the new conditions and needs in these 
countries. 

I THE LABOR MOVEMENT I 
New Developments in the~Hunearian 

La.bor Movement 
by josef Pogany. 

• • The profound changes in the camp ·of the Hungarian 
counter-revolution which are forcing the various classes of the 
counter-revolution, up till now rulers of 'the country, into open 
civil war, and which are destroying their Christian-legitimist 
ideology, have also caused very profound changes in the structure 
of the Hungarian labor movement. 

The Horthy counter-revolutionary system has been forsaken 
by its most important supporters, the legitimist large land owners 
and capitalists and the antisemitic petty-bourgeois. Horthy and 
his premier, Count Bethlen, arJ! now employing the celebrated 
tactics of Napoleon III. in playing one party in the National 
Assembly agamst another and trying to balance one class against 
another. The military absolutism, left hanging in the air, is 
attempting to gain a footing in one class of society after another. 
First, it seeks the support of the ricb peasants and throws the 
legitimist countS in prison, then it turns to the legitimist magnate-s 
and expels the peasant minister from its Cabinet. Its most· recent 
supports are the old Tisza Parzy, the liberal gentry (allied to 

· Jewish finance capital) and the Social Democratic -trade-union 
bureaucracy. In this connection it is very significant of the 
omnipotence of the military clique that neither the Tisza nor the 
Social Democrats have a seat in the National Assembly.' 

Premier Count Bethlen has concluded a formal pact with 
the Social Democrats. The Social Democratic Party desired to 
keep the provisions of this agreement secret. but Bethlen boasts 
almost ·every day in the domes-tic and foreign press, " The White 
Terror in Hungary has become so mild that it signs agreements 
with Social Democrats". ' · 

_ According to this. agreement Horthy grants an amnesty 
to each of 1he thousands of political prisoners for whom the 
Social Democratic Party gives a guarantee; the holding of 
meetings is permitted under police supervision- and several of the 
interdicted trade-unions. are pertnitted to resume. On its part 
the leadership of the Social Democratic Party binds itself to 
carry on propaganda for the Horthy government in forei[!n 
CI)Untries and to employ the Second International for propaganda 
for the territorial integrity of Hungary. In others words, the 
Hungarian White Social Democrats undertake to sing. hynis of 
praise to Horthy and Beth! en in Jorei.l!n countries. the are 
determined to renounce the 7000 political prisoners whose 
existence is admitted by the White Terror itself, the thousand$ 
of interned workers and the 24.000 workers compelled to report 
daily to the police as even the White Terror, constrained to self
revelation, must admit. They promised to take part in the work 
of "national development", which only means that Horthv will 
institute military supervision in the mines and the Social Demo
crats will set up the supervision of the trade-union bureaucracy 
and " guarantee" higher production. · 

The pact also provides for the surrender by the .Social 
Democrats of . their " passivity" and for' their participation in 

. the coming elections to the National Assembly.· Furthermore, 
they promise to withdraw from the "Bloc of Citizens and 
Workers"- which threatens to become -an ever-growin~ danger to 
the Horthy-Bethlen system. We had repeatedly and vil;rorously 
protested against the participation of the Social Democrats in 
a Bloc with the bour~isie and the Association of Bi~ Jndus{ry. · 
Now they are withdrawin_g from this Bloc, hut ontv in o,.der 
to enter in the much more reactionary JJloc. of Horthv-Bethlen
GombOs-Hejias, with an _evl'n more shameful record of eup-
pression of the workers. -

And finally this pact co~tains the mo~t shamef!-11 bet:a 
of universal suffrage. The Soctal Democratic Party 1s sattsf 
with a " reasonable " limitation of the suffrage, in other wo 
with the confiscation of the right to vote of the poor peasa 
and the working proletarian women. 

·The White Hungarian Social Democracy has always m 
common cause with the counter-revolution. Its leaders v 
members of that government that not only hanged ~ommun 
but also imprisoned and interned .thousands of o~dmary Sc 
Democratic workers. They only wlthdrew from thts governr 
when the armed deiacherttents of the government began to mu 
Social Democratic leaders as well. Since then the leaders o' 
Social Democratic Party have repeatedly attempted to conclud 
agreement with Horthy. 1 

Vanczak the editor of "Nepzava", offered his "11 
hand" to Hortby in token of peace just after his predecess< 
editor, Somogyi, had been murdered by Horthy's com1 
in arms. 

Now the leadership of the Hungarian Social. Demo, 
Party will openly and officially be an organic member G 
ff URgarian counter-revolution. · 

This extremely significant fact is an important mill 
in the Hungarian labor-movement. 

The small clique of labor traitors has been forced .to 
that the unanimous decision of the Party Central CommtttE 
of the Executive was all in vain. The masses refuse to hav 
thing to do with this party; they can not understand this 1 
ful betrayal and refuse to give their approval to it. Ev 
Hungarian Social Democratic Party has never _before corr 
such a miserable, shameful act of treason agamst the we 
class. Thus, it is understandable that this has given rise 
gravest crisis in its .entire history~ The ~eriousness ' 
crisis shows that not only are the ~ung;anan. workers 
against their "leaders'', but-for the first t1me smce the c 
revolution-that even the exiled Social Democratic grour
protested against the present leadership of the· Social Den 
-Party. For two years.·Garami, ad~erent of th~ Seconc 
national and Kunfi, of the Internatwnal 27:!, .silently t! 

. all that the Vanczaks and Miakits were doing in n 
Although they could find nothing else to dQ dur~ng all the1 
but to sling mud at the Communist Party they dtd !lot say 
word against the trade-union bureaucracy, hagglmg anC: 
ining in the name of the Hungarian working-class. I 
finally they are beginning to move. Garami declared 
cannot approve the pact with Horthy and Buchinger st1 
the concessions of Count Bethlen are ·not worth a cent 
now discovers that offering the "horny hands of Labot 
bloody hand of Horthy is despicable treason. He goes 
far as to repeat the statemen's of the Communists word 
almost to the point of plagiarism and says that the Vanc2 
clique have through this pact become a Social Democrail 
ment alongside of the officer detachments of Gombos an 

The- Social Democratic emigrant'"'groups are infl 
their oposition to the Hungrian Social Democracy by · 
The Peyer~Vanczak Social Democratic group has this 
trayed not only the working-class but through its aO"r• 
half amnesty the emigrants as well. Oarami and K~ 
soon pardon the betrayal of the working~class- but 
forgive their being forced out of the leadership th 
agreement. The second important fact is the indigna 
Hungarian working-class against the present party : 
The Oaramis and Kunfis are afraid that if they do 
that there are also Social Democratic leaders who o 
unprecedented treason the Hungarian working-class · 
free itself from the da ws of all Social Democratic decE 
. The shameless treason of the leadership of the S( 
cratic Party and of the trade-union bureaucracy in evE 
and economic question and finally in the Horthy pac 
rise to a wide-spread opposition in the Social Democ 
and the trade-unions under its influence such as has n' 
since spring 1919. The fitst step of the workers to 
the complete severing of aU connections with the Chri. 
ists; the second is their present preparation for a 
fhe White Social Democracy. · 

The transformation in the Hungarian workin~ 
aJso set the Hungarian Communist Party new tacti~ 
Up till now bur party faced two problems: firstly th! 
illegal party organizations; secondly, connecting t 
zations with the opposition movement in the worki 
order to solve the-latter we demanded of the Oara1 
group, affiliated to the International 27:!, that th1 
together with us a determined. fight for all those 
the workers betrayed to J-torthy by the Vanczak-Peyt 
dominating the Hungarian labor movement. 
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We called upon them for collaboration on the basis of the 
owing program: 

1. A fight for an amnesty extending to all political prisoners. 
2. A fight for universal suffrage, for the right to vote of the 

poor peasants, the rural workers and working women and 
for unrestricted freed€1m of assembly, organization and the 
press. 

3. A fight for the downfall of the Vanczak-Peyer-Miakits pro 
Horthy trade-union bureaucracy and the final driving out 
of these traitors from the labor movement. 
If the Garamis and Kunfis accept this cooperation we will 

1 be able to tear the majority of the Hungarian proletariat 
!1 the grip of the White Social Democracy. If they do not 
~pt it, the development will be slower but more fundamental
downfall of the Peyer-Miakits clique will carry with it 
ami and Kunfi as well. 

The International Sea.men's 
Conference 

by B. Pirelli. 

•• On the 11th and 12th of January an International Seamen's 
erence called by the International Transport Workers' Fede-
1 ~ook place. in Hamburg. Its antecedent history is very 
!Stmg. As Is already known, the secretary of the English 
!n, Havelock Wilson, whose union fomerly belonged to the 
'.F. left this. organization and founded a separate seamen's 
tational (I.S.F.) The peculiar conditions under which the 
n live are such as to intensify the close corporative spirit 
g- them. That is what Wilson took advanta~e of when he 
ed the International. At first several orgamzations of the 
inavi~n countries and of Belgium also ·joined this Inter
:al, but these organizations remained at the same time in the 
F. Then the fight between the I.T.W.F. and the I.S.F. broke 
Of cours7 this fight was !n. no way one of principles or of 
nental differences of opm10n, for both of these organi-
1 are now as heretofore based upon the idea of class
ation and are opposed to the revolutionary class-struggle. 
•nflict arose purely out of competition between two bureau
groups for the domination of the seamen's organizations 
tally reduced itself to a quarrel between Edo Fimmen and 
r~t~ry .of the I.S.F., .Havelock Wilson, over !the control of 
·amzatiOns. If we disregard the personal quarrel of these 
tderst.. the revolutionary transport workers naturally side 
r.w.r. because under no circumstances can we support the 
ist movements of the seamen. 
l.nother reason for calling this conference was the well 
memorandum of the German Seamen's League. In this 
ndum the League · calls upon all the seamen of everv 
to form an international organization in the interests of 
ten. The secretary of the I.T.W.F. therefore had to settle 
th of these tendencies, right and left. He succeeded in 
a weapon which he very skillfully applied at the con-
At the tiipe when Stinnes was in London, Havelock Wil

erred with him and sought his influence in establishing 
1peration with the German seamen. This is what Fimmen 
rantage of wilh the aid ot the representatives of the 
transport wotkers in order to draw the vacillating 
orga!Jizations out of the I.S.F. A radical resolution, 
~voluhonary phrases and condemning Wilson's activity 
ed. Fimmen thus hoped to win over the revolutionary 
!so, and in this way to foil the plan of the German 
League. It must be said that very ffl.V seamen partici
this conference; the largest English, French and Italian 
ons were not present. As for the German seamen, 
Seamen's Section of the German Transport Workers' 
ok part, and to our knowledge, this section comprises 
nall portion of the German seamen. The German 
League, the revolutionary syndicalist organization, 
present has a membership of over 12,000, was: not 

:> the conference. Under these circumstances Fimmen 
haps ha~e succeed~d ~n winning !in apparent victory 
~ft and nght orgamzat10n. But this was prevented by 
' of the International Transport Workers' Propaganda 
which had joined the Red Trade Union International. 
1est of the International Propaganda Committee of the 
Workers the representatives of the All-Russian Trans
Workers' League, of the Bulgarian transportation 
d those of the German Seamen's League were deleyated 
Eerence. These three organizations represented twice 
·ansport workers . than did the whole conference. 
!W only too well that should these representatives 
in the conference, he would not be able to carry out 

his plans which sought to defeat the German Seamen's Lea~ue. 
He therefore moved that these delegates should not be admitted 
to the conference under the pretext tbat it was a conference of 
member-organizations exclusively, and that guests were not to 
be admitted at all. He succeeded with this manoeuvre also, but 
he will find it mighty hard now to camouflage the actual splitting 
plans of Amsterdam with the phrases of the resolution which was 
passed at the conference. 

. The delegates from these organizations which were not 
achmtted to the conference issued the following call in the revo
lutionary press of Hamburg: 

Transportation Workers of all Countries! 
The Trade Union spliters are at work! If we 

examine the press of those organizations which belong to 
the Amsterdam International, we become aware of the 
fact that more than one-half of its content deals witb the 
suf!Posed wish to split on the part of the Red Trade 
Umon International. Very little time is therefore left to 
the orj;!"ans of the Amsterdam Trade Union Movement for 
the real fight against capitalism. The millions of ·readers 
of the labor press, who are thus daily and hourly told 
these stories, muct actually believe that the .Red Trade 
Union International was created for no other purpose 
than dividing the workers, confusing them and cleaving 
their organizations apart. 

But what is really the truth of the matter? 
Wherever and whenever a testing situation comes up, 
and we do not speak here of empty phrasemongering, 
>ye s7e that the very same gentlemen who from morning 
till mght are accusing us of wanting to split the workers 
and who continually talk of the necessity of an united 
was the Amsterdamers who thwarted the sincerest 
endeavors with their desire for a sylit. 

. . A ~ood example and proof o this is the present 
s1t~at~on m France .. There the great majority of the trade
umomsts were agamst the split. This unequivocal will 
of the majority which was embodied in the left wing 
of the French trade-union movement, was overridden by 
the adherents of the Amsterdam wing. It was comrade 
Lozovsky, the general secretary of the Red Trade Union 
International, who proposed to Amsterdam to cooperate 
in pr~venting the split ip. the French trade-unions. But it 
was the Amsterdamers who . thwarted the sineerest 
endeavors with their desire for a split. 

Anot~er example of how the shouters for unity in 
tbe trade-umon movement actually prevent such unity is 
the conference of the International Transport Workers 
which has just adjourned in Hamburg. A small group 
of trade-umon leaders come together, and want· to make 
the world believe that they represent the Transport 
Workers' International. Isolated from the world and 
behind clo~ doors, this small group convenes a'nd is 
absolutely dtstegarded by the seamen of most countries. 
The representatives of large organizations, which could 
have lent this puny convention the character of a real 
congress, were not admitted. A representative of ·the 
Ge~m~n Seamen's League, which represents the great 
ma]onty of German seamen, was refused a<tmission. The 
representatives of the Bulgarian Transport Workers 
who made the long trip to Hambur~ in order to confe; 
with the comrades of other countnes upon ways and 
m~ans of halting t~e ('apitalist offensive, were not ad
mttted. The 11ame thmg happened to the authorized repre
sentative of the All-Russian Transport Workers' League. 

In . this manner the gentlemen, who never tire of 
ascribing to us the intention of causing a split every day 
and every hour override the will of the millions of trans
port workers for the establishment of a united front.· In 
this manner they do everything to prevent the realization 
of an united proletarian will. The reasons for these actions 
becofi!.e clear to every transport worker: To these gentle
men It is only a question of retaining their quickly 
vanishing influence. They know very well that the 
moment the Red Trade Union International succeeds in 
getting into closer connection with the trade-union mem
bers, their regime and their influence will be a thing of 
the past. · 

Transport Workers of the World! 
We summon you to protest against this intentional 

sabotage of the united proletarian front. Show these 
. boyc?tters of the uni.ted' front that you will no longer 
permtt them to overnde your efforts for a united front 
of transport workers. Tell the Amsterdamers . deter
minedly: "Up to this point but no. further!" Only your 
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own will can compe the Amsterdam trade-union leaders 
to carry out your endeavours for a unit~d front of all 
transport workers, and it is your own will thl\1 can drive 
them out if they refuse to stop their sabotage. _ 

The German Seamen's League. 
All Russian Transport Workers' Union. 

Bulgarian Transport Workers' Union. 
Of course the.International Propaganda Committee of the 

Red Transport- Workers will -expose the plans of the Amster
damers and the masses of transport workers and seamen will 
know what to do with their leaders. We hope to be able to 
call an International Transport Workers' Conference in the near 
future. At this conference the s~men of ·all countries will be 
able to discuss and carry out the organization measures necessary 
for the creation of a professional seamen's international organi
Zjltion within the Transport International. 

On .the Eve of the Congress of the 
Italian Syndicalist Union. 

by Pippo. 

In a few weeks the Congress of the Italian Syndicalist 
Union (U.S.I.) will take place. As our comrades already know, 
the U.S.I. has joined the Red Trade Union International, though 
in a somewhat unclear and uncertain manner. From the position 
that A. Borghi, General Secretary of the U.S.I., has taken lately, 
it can be assumed without necessity of further rroof that he would 
like to see the Red· Trade Union Internationa on the rocks. 

A few months ago, after the Moscow Congress, the Con
gress delegates of the U.S.I., in conjunction with Comrades 
Gennari and Terracini, issued a declaration in which they 
pledged themselves on their return to Italy to_ concentrate their 
activities on influencing the U.S.I. to adopt the proposition of 
the Italian Communist Party concerning the building of the 
united proletarian front. However, hardly had these elected 
t !!presentatives returned to Italy, when the General Secretary of 
tlie U.S.I. began a series of speeches in which he did nothing but 
sling mud at the rnen and institutions of Soviet Russia. 

In contrast to this, the Syndicalist Vecchi, the secretary of 
the Verona Chamber of Labor, has consistently fought to have the 
U.S.I. join Moscow unreservedly, and to have it adopt the 
proposal of the Italian Communists. The " International", the 
organ of the Verona Syndicalists, wrote the following on this 
proposal: 

" Concerning the proposition of the general strike, we wish 
to say that a part of the Communist Party has obtained declara
tions of approval in large numbers from the masses of revolut
ionary workers. And how are we really to get out of our present 
miserable situation? 

~· There are two" ways. The first is to follow the lead of 
the Federation of Labor, and, in part, of the Socialist P.arty, to 
put the Ghamber of Deputies in a pi>sition to influence the legal 
powers according to their ideas, and to obtain an armistice with 
the now dominating Fascisti. The second way is ths contrary 
method of forcing the fight against the Fascisti to an tssue, and 
of using as weapons onl.y those means that can be drawn from 
the natural strength of tlie proletariat". . 

Relative- to affiliation to the Red Trade Union Inter
national, the following observation of the same paper should be 
noted: · _ 

"We read in .the last .number of the -" Proletarian" 
(Chicago), that the representative of the I.W.W. to the Berlin 
Congress of the Opposition of the . Revolutionary Syndicalist 
International, has been :openly repudiated by the Executive Com-
mittee of the I.W.W .... " · 
. · In every number of this paper there are polemics a~ainst 
the " Class Struggle '', the central organ of the Italian Syndtcalist 
Union, which prints the anti-Bolshevik utterances of A. Borghi. 

· for us Comunists the Congress is made interesting by the 
fact that there are two different-tendencies within the ca:mp of the 
which will uncompromisingly dash when they come together at 
the conference. · . , 

There are, perhaps, soine who expect a split, as, for in
stance, Enrico Malatesta, who has placed the anarchistic 
organ "Umanita Nova" at ~orghi's se!'Viee. We want no split. 
We. only want the adoption of Vecchi's .$tandroint, so that the 
Italian Syndicalist Union can finally join the General Confeder
ation of Labor~- in. order that the; Syndicalists and Communists. 
can conquer the .leading .organisations of. the Italian prole
tariat and cleanse them of all the lackeys of -the Italian bour
geoi·sie, su'th as D'Aragona and Baldesi.· 

.1. IN THE INTERNATIONAL 
·The Situation in the Frendl Pa1 

by P. Vaillant-Couturier (Paris). 
• • It is wrong to speak of a crisis in the French Pari) 

truth is, that the situation created at Tours was simply c 
up at the Congress of Marseilles, and the resignation of : 
Treint, Amedee Dunois and myself have been an effort a1 
fication not at scission. The Congress of Marseilles was c 
into two parts; one the discussions and the vote upon the 
the other devoted to con.siderations of general policy a 
nominating of the . Central' Committee. There is little 
of the first part. The debates proceeded quietly__,often s 
remarkable proof of personal effort on the patt of the little 
militants. Thus the discussions of the agrarian theses, pr 
to all, revealed a keen vitality among the peasant section~ 
Party, furnishing the latter a solid foundation for recruit' 
propaganda. A surprising divergence of views was l 
during the discussions of the theses on national defense, 
will certainly surprise our· foreign comrades more th 
selves--=-alas! _ 

Fulfilling a long felt need, a number of theses we 
on the trade-unions, on woman labor, on agrarian propag 
the cooperatives, on nationaldef~nse and on electoral po 

The second part of the Congress was far less sati 
The most complete obscurity presided at the debates 011 
polici and the votirig for the Central Committee. Fo1 
smal minority on the Left and the Right, the aims Wf 
In these circumstances victory would be on the ~ide of f 
would take the initiative and thus · impose their wil 
disordered mass of delegates. 

One may truly say that this part of the Congre1 
complete obscurity. The common error, deliberate or 1 
of the v;trious tendencies, was to do nothing . that mi{ 
light on the situation. I tried, on my part, to define 
dulgence what I considered the spirit of the Right, ~ 
from the old Party, and thus invited a deba~ of ideas. 
I was sGrry to see, refused to follow me on this grot 

Thenceforth-all surprises were to be expected. T 
on policy were hidden behind ·the discussions on a 
dividual: Boris Souvarine. In this narrowed debate tl 
lines of policy were soon entangled. How could a del 
informed on party matters realize, after all he had 
that by electing Loriot with . a large majority to t 
Committee, ana by excluding Boris Souvarine- from 
voting at the same time for and against the same poll 

And how could he find his bearings in votin1 
which maintened Boris Souvarine in the Executive· a 
after having excluded him from t{le Central Comm 
French Party while there was nothing he could be 
with as member of the Central Committee-being a1 
as delegate to the Executive? · i 

Where could this delegate see a powerful lea 
Central Committee comprising at one and the sa, 
Communists and allies of the eleventh hour who fougf 
against us at Tours? 

- . ·· Most-of the delegates at Marseilles carried awJ 
the impression of some night.mare, feelin~ themselvj 
passion-created manreuvres which they dtd not un~ 

Nothing was more natural than our desire., 
elusion. qf Souvarine to shed light on this lasting o 
had :been a minority in the outgoing Central Commi) 
beaten on every--important question that came up in 
months.; One may approve or condemn the methq 
that of resigning. That is a matter of ot'inion. Wh< 
portant, however, than .our attitude at Marseilles i 
during the months to come. Those who resigned -
Central Committee. of the Party is more }Jotnog1 
them. It represents better the tendency made ~ 
Congress of Mar.seiUes. . _ 

'We ardently hope that its ajtitude will d~ 
prehension~L and we are all ready to . aid it in tl 
munist oolicy which it pretends to follow. . 

We want before all else a strong and active 
an international disciplined Communist Party. We 
as some others do._ to "annex tomorrow the Inter 
French Party'!. We consjcJer this pleasintry \ 
Comm11nist. . _ . . . . 

The members who resigned take their plac 
not .in order to launch into steri_le personal polemi 
to -make their own attitude more precise. and to ' 
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1~light, b~t stubbornly, toward the development of a theoretical 
11s of wh1ch the Party stands. in great need. . · · 

The Communist Party remains stronger . and more unite<l 
n ever-the vanguard 6 the proletariat for the difficult hours 
t are approaching. 

IN SOVIET RUSSIA I 
Soviets and Soviet Congresses 

Who Governs Russia? 
. by X •.•• (Moscow). 

• • The nine All-Russian Soyiet Congresses mark important 
!s in the development of the Russian ~evolution. 

It is useful to indicate their principal characteristics and 
L . 

first Congress (13-14 july, 1917). 
1090 delegates, 822 with a deciding vote, 268 with a consul~ 
voice. Socialist Revolutionaries: 585; Mensheviks: 248; 

eviks: 105; Internationalists: 32; United Social Democrats: 
~wish Bund: 10; Plekhanov Group: 3; Socialist PQpulists: 
)orites: 5; ·Anarchist Communists: 1. 
Resolutions adoefed: on the financial resources of the 
s; on the.Bolshev1k manifestations; on the Congress; on the 
e towards the Provisional Government; on the agrarian 
m and land-committees; on the Ukrainian question; on 
nitism; on the war. 

Second Cong~ss (26-27 O~tober, 1917). 
)76 delegates, the majority being Bolsheviks and Left 
;t Revolutionaries .. 
3eizure ·of Power. _ 
~esolutions on the Workers' and Peasants' Government; 
e; on land socialization; on the abolition of capital punisli
•n the formation of an army by the Revolutionary Com-

Third Congress (10 January, 1918). 
•ver 1000 delegates, chiefly Bolsheviks and Left Social 
onaries. 
issolution of the Constituent Assembly approved. 
eclaration of the Rights of Labor adopted. 
t~urth Congress (Special session..,.:_March 14, 1918). 
rer 1000 delegates. Bolsheviks: 64 %. · 
.tification of the Brest-Litovsk Treaty. 

Fifth Congress (4 -10 july, 1918); 
:6 deciding votes. Bolsheviks: 773; Left Social Revolu-

353; Right Social Revolutionaries: 1; Maximalists: 17; 
s: 4; Internationalists (Social Democrats)! 14; Dashnak: 
rty: 10. . . . . 
urrection of the Left Social Revolutionaries. . 
elutions on the policy of food provisioning: requisitions, 
of detachments for .food prov1sioning; on the organiza
Red Army; on the Soviet Constitution. 

Sixt Congress (6-9 November, 1918). 
decisive votes. Communists: 829; Communist-Socia

:ommunist"Revolutionaries: 2; O>mmunist..Populists: 2; 
s: 1; Social Revolutionaries: 6; non-party:. 3. 
r of peace to the Entente. Amnesty. 
lution on the German Revolution;. on revolutionary 
:1. local Soviet administration (Committees of poor 
td rural Soviets). · 

Seventh Congress (5 -10 Dec, 1919). 
decisive and 1364 consultative -votes. Immense Com
>rity. 
ll to the Red Army. (In connection with the victories 
til fronts). Resolutions on peace; on oppressed 
; on the .exclusion of Friedrich Adler; on food provi
the fuel crisis, on Soviet enlightenment: Appeals to 
' and peasants. · 

Eight Congress (22-29 Dec., 1920). 
. ecisive votes, 809 consultative votes. 
re votes: Communists: 1641; non-party: 114. 
! to the workers on the transition to the work of 
age to the Red Army.- Resolution on the reduction 
~rmy. Address to the transport workers. Treaty 
oviet Republics of Russia .and Ukraina .. Resolutions 
:onferences; on Sovief¢nlightenment; on the partici
nen in the work of agricultural reconstruction; on 
1ment of rural economy. Decree on large industry. 

Decree ordering the fusion of various local economic organa. 
. finally the Ninth Cottgras which opened on the 24th of 

December, 1921. Present 1819 delegates among them 1690 Com
munists. 

In .1921 (first half) the Executive Committees of the Rus
sian Soviets were composed as follows.: 

Provinces Districts 
Men 95.1 97.8 
Women 4.9 2.2 

By Professi,on. 
· . Peasants 35.9 63.2 

Workers 31.2 14.4 
Clerks 2a.o 16.2 
Miscellaneous 9.9 6.2 

By Political Organization. 
Communists 74.7 41.5 
Non-Party 25.3 58.3 
Other Parties 0.0 0.2 

By Degree of Education. 
School education 79.0 80.8 
Higher education 20.3 16.5 
Illilerate 0.7 2.7 

' 

During the first half of 1921 provincial and district con
gresses were held in all Russia. 

Their compositi~ was as follows (in %) : 

Workers 
Peasants 
Clerks 
Doctors 
Lawyers 
Teachers 
Technicans 
Students 
Miscel\aneous 

Provinces 
% 

35.4 
15.4 
29.3 
1.1 
0.9 
8.7 
2.8 
3.7 
2.7 

Rural Districts 

% 
27.2 
29.5 
24.5 
1.1 
0.1 
7.1 
1.3 
3.8 
5,4 

Urban 
Districts 

% 
43.9 
10.7 
26.8 

2.4 
0.0 
3.9 
2.0 
4.9 
5.4 

THE RED TRADE UNION 
INTERNATIONAL 

· A Telegram 
from the R. T. U. I. to the Amsterdam 

Trade Union.: International. 
Amsterdam International Trade Union federation 

Oudegeest. 
The conclusion of your telegram received. Your refusal 

to participate in an International Conference following the Unity 
Congress of. the french trade-unions only proves that the Amster
dam .International does ·not want unity but fears it. As for us 
we. believe that an a~on·eement is possible in F'rance now more 
than ever Qn the basis of the dec1sions of the Unity Congress. 
· signed: Lozovsky. 

-:-:::-.r-.-

The Executive· :Committee· of the 
R. T. U.I. to the Swedish Syndicalists . 
Ot!ar Comrades. 

**Your organization. will 'shortly hold _·a referendum on 
whether or not to participate in the . international trade-union 
movement. We hold that it is essential to_el(plain those misunder
sandings that have arisen among some of you in regard to the 
clecisions oj ihe R.T.U.I. Congress and shall do so in this letter'. 

Some of the active participants in the Swedish trade-union 
movement advocate the view that an -international federation of 
revolutionary. unions is not so imperative a.s it is made out to be . 
While not gainsaying the importance of a such a. federation; they 
do nof consider -it as a vital necessity and an essential preliminary 
of a successful revolutioaary struggle, and .therefore prefer to 
remain aloof within their frontiers. , This i;oqception constitutes 
in QUr opinion a• gross error, which seriously fiandicaps the revo-
lution!lry m()vement even within your country. . .· 
. ·International consolidation of the }lourgeois forces has after 
the war proceeded very rapidly. In spite of the irreconcila):>le 
clashing interests the decay of Capitalism has caused throughout 
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the world, the Cl'.pitalists of all countries are united when it comes 
to perpetuating the state of bondage the proletariat is living 
under. The swittly spreading offensive of the capitalists represents 
an international action on the .part of the bourgeoisie, following 
everywhere the one road towards the one aim. The bourgeoisie 
endeavors to exploit the disrupted state of the labor movement 
and the treacherous demeanor of the reformist leaders in an 
attempt at· taking away from the proletariat the initiative and 
repealing those petty concessions the bourgeoisie had been obliged 
to concede under the pressure of the labor movement. Thus, the 
bourgeoisie hopes to lower the standard of living of the prole
tariat and chain the famished and desperate workers to the chariot 
of unheard-of exploitation. 

The economic dependence of various countries upon each 
other has also ·been strengthened - a factor accounting for the 
general character of the present economic crisis. This crisis does 
not stay within the frontier of a given country, but affects one 
land after the other, everywhere causing unemployment and want, 
and an intensification. of class,antagonism. The bourgeoisie with 
due regard to this situation has everywhere adopted tactics 
directed by its united determination and its uniform aims. 

He is merely a hopeless Utopian who maintains that under 
these circumstances a revolutionary battle can be fought to a 
successful finish by anything but a closely welded international 
organization. No matter how determined and well organized the 
40.000 Swedish workers in your organization-their battles are 
but so much waste of energy and bound to fail, if conducted 
outside of an international organization. · 

What is an organization capable of warding off th·e attacks 
of Capitalism and of leading the proletariat in further struggles 
like? . 

It appears that in your ranks there are no adherents of 
the Amsterdam Trade Union International. Your organization 
was, if we mistake not, called into life because the revolutionary 
workers despaired of the policy of their reformist leaders who 
preached the community of interests between Capital and Labor 
instead of advocating a detefinined class struggle alike on a 
national and on an international scale. 

There are, however, also certain doubts making you hesitate 
to affiliate with the R.T.U.I. which unites the entire revolutionary 
movement. 

· Some of you are still fighting shy of the struggle for the 
dictatorship of the proletariat which constitutes the starting point 
of the program of the R.T.U.l. Such comrades think of the term 
"dictatorship'' as of something absolute, something that never 
varies, no matter who ist exponents - the landed interests, the 
bourgeoisie or the proletariat;they maintain that to strive for 
power is a nonsense contradicting the very principles of syndi
calism. We think it superfluous to deal at length with and con
tradict opinions such as these which are apparently very revo
lutionary but upon closer examination reveal their altogether 
reactionary tendency. We merely wish to point out one thing. 
The Socialist system will know no state. But in order to cope 
in the coming struggles with t]le desperate resistance of the bour
geoisie, which will mobilize the whole state apparatus in this 
struggle, and in order to win through to Socialism, there is no 
other way than to seize that state apparatus and use it to streng
then the proletarian dictatorship during the transitional period. 
Not to acknowledge this means to play the game· of the bour
geoisie and withhold from the proletariat its arms. Most of the 
syndicalists in all countries have recognized the imperative neces
sity for the struggle for the dictatorship. And we must say here 
once for all: he who has not yet gained this insight has become 
hidebound with the old formula and will learn nothing from the 
tremendous social upheaval mankind is undergoing at present. 

But even among those syndicalists who have inscribed the 
slogan ol the dictatorship upon their banners, there are differences 
of opinion as to ways and means to that end. The questions of 
the mutual relations between the Comintern and the R.T.U.l. on 
one hand and those between the revolutionary trade-unions and 
the Communist Parties on the other are heatedly debated. Here we 
must do away with a misunderstanding whiCh is the rrincipal 
reason why various syndicalists assume a sceptical attitude .to
wards, the R.T.U.I. The decisions of the R.T.U.I. Congress d"o 
not demand that the revolutionary trade-unions movement be sub
ordinated under the Communist Parties, and the international 
organization under the Communist Parties, nor have such ten
dencies cropped out in the course of the entire activities of the 
R.T.U.l. A dependence such as that exists neither formally nor 
in actual mutual relations. The resolution of the Congress (which 
is the basis of the misunderstanding) speaks merely of the neces
sity for as close as possible union between all proletarian forces 
in their revolutionary struggle, which union involves rigid cen
tralization and organizational unity between the various bodies 
of revolutionary labor, viz. the Communist Pa-rties and the Red 

Trade Unions. In the centre this bond has been established by 
reciprocal representation on the Executive Committees of both 
bodies. In various countries the forms of communication have 
been adapted to local circumstances and the prevailing situation. 
Can a revolutionary syndicalist, fully consCious of the necessity 
for a united struggle for the dictatorship, seriously complain of 
such arrangements? The Communist Parties and the revolutio
nary trade-union movement differ both in regard to their organi
zational forms and their membership. Their aim, however-the 
Communist System-is the same and their battles follow the same 
direction. Can they who are confronted with one united front of 
adversaries conduct their actions independent of each other and in 
this manner render them useless if not worse? - Every revo· 
lutionary worker will answer in the negative, his revolutionary 
experience and previous defeats urging him to that answer. It 
would indeed be a criminal waste of the energies of labor. And if 
the acknowledgment of that connection calls for certain alter
ations in syndicalist procedure as practised [or years-is a 
course such as that not essential in view of the experiences of 
recent years, as for instance the war, the Russian and German 
Revolutions and the recent defeats you have/suffered in your battle 
with capital? 

Another thing to startle the Swedish syndicalists is the 
decision of our Congress in regard to the factics to be employed 
in the trade-union struggle. You have left the general trade
union movement of Sweeten on account of its reformism. Your are 
experiencing difficulties in comprehending the deCisions of the 
Congress on the necessity of winning the trade-unions by working 
within them. You think that to affiliate with the R.T.U.I. would 
mean to acknowledge internationally principles wihch you have 
repudiated nationally. 

To some of you it even appears that our activities are pro
viding the Amsterdam International with an occasion to bring 
its influence to hear upon the R.T.U.I. from within; the same 
influence you endeavored to escape from by forming your organi
zation. The contrary is the case. Not Amsterdam is bringing 
influence to bear upon us by means of the old trade-unions are 
little by little conquering the Reformist fortress from within. The 
majonty of our Congress held the view that the revolutionary 
elements should not leave the millions of workers organized iii the 
old trade-unions to the devices of their reformist leaders. We are 
tirelessly carrying our propaganda into thos trade-unions, ex
posing the treacherous bureaucracy and directing and organizing 
the revolutionary indignation of the masses. It is manifest that 
in countries where (as for instance in Sweden) apart from the 
reformist unions there exist closely welded revolutionary organi
zations which are in dose contact with the masses. there can be 
no question of dissolving such organizations. The R.T.U.I. 
follows attentively, and takes a lively interest in the growth of 
your or~anization, and is prepared to assist you with all means 
at its disposal. The necessity, however, for collecting all revo
lutionary elements in a given country, as dwelt upon above, 
renders it necessary that the R.T.U.l., in accordance with the de
cisions of its Congress, insist upon the necessity lor the inde
pendent revolutionary organizations keeping in dose touch with 
the revolutionary opposition within the old trade-unions. It 
depends upon the local conditions whether or not this contact 
shall lead to establishing joint committees of action or appointing 
commissions to solve certain tactical problems, or adopting other 

. forms of cooperation. These problems must be solved by your
selves, together with representatives of the opposition. The fun-
damental difference between our International and the reformist 
federations is that we do not unite the workers' organizations in 
order to improve our sources of information or to adopt wordy 
resolutions on international solidarity, but with a view of getting 
them together for connected action in accordance with a uniform 
tactical plan. Dfiferences of opinion on tactical questions cannot 
and should not be allowed to interfere with the united front. 

That is the true parpose of those points in our policy to 
which you object. 

Just as in other countries, in Sweden Carita! is preparing 
for an offensive. The Swedish employers unite in order to attack 
the workers irrespective of what organization they may belong 
to. The offensive is carried on with a view of reducing the al
ready low wages, extending the working hours and abolishing all 
those small advantages the Swedish proletariat has battled for 
dt:ring tho last ten years. Under these circumstances it behooves 
the revolutionary vanguard of the Swedish workers to ward off 
the first onslaughts and march at the head of othe army of defense. 
The broad masses of the Swedish syndicalist organizations are 
permeated with the revolutionary and internationalist spirit. 
Hence we hope that in the forthcoming referendllm you will vote 
for the unity of the revolutionary phalanx of all workers. It 
depends upon your vote whether or not the syndicalist organi
zations will become small sectarian groups; sure to be defeated in 
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spite of their revolutionary sentiment, or will join the mighty tide 
of ~he Red Trade Unions getting everywhere ready for battle 
agamst the common enemy. 

To deny the necessity for international unity would be equal 
to committing suicide. The sterile endeavors of the Berlin Con
ference to create a Synclicalist International would mean, as has 
ably been stated. by one of your comrades, to declare war upon 
Moscow; it would constitute a crime against the united front of 
all revolutionary workers. ' 

. To affiliate with the R.T.U.I. means a consolidation of all 
forces, both within your country and throughout the world, a step 
on the road to Victory. The decision rests with you. We, however, 
t~ust that your class instinct and unity will guide you upon the 
nght road. 

For the Executive Committee of the Red Trade Union Internatinal 
Lozovsky, General-Secretary. 

THE WOMEN'S MO·VEMENT ] 

The Activity of the Berlin Sub .. Bureau 
of the Interni;)i:ional Women's 

Secretariat 
by Hertha Sturm. 

•• At the initiative of the Second Women's World Congress 
in Moscow last summer a sub-bureau of the International 
Women's Secretariat was created in Berlin in order to suppDrt 
the a11tivities of the Moscow Secretariat. 

The political leadership of the international women's move
ment, the decision on fundamental problems, the starting of inter
national' actions, remained of course in the hands of the Inter
national Women's Secretariat which carries on all its activities in 
close cooperation wjth the Executive Committee of the Communist 
International. The tasks of the sub-bureau were mainly of an 
organizational and technical character. It had to gather and 
to arrange reports and material on the Communist women's move
ment of the various sections of. the Communist International and 
so send'tliem to the International Women's Secretariat. Further
more it had to furnish all sections in the various countries with 
material, directions and decisions from Moscow and to superVise · 
the putting into practise of the theses and res.olytions of the Inter
national Women's Congress and of the World Congress of the 
Communist International. Thus the sul}.bureau was to be the con
necting link between Russia, both the heart and the brain of the 
World Revolution, .and the West European countries. By scru
tinising the actual state and the development of the Communist 
women's movement in the western capitalist countries and by 
furnishing concrete knowledge of conditions it had to create a 
boad solid basis for the future activities of the international 
women's movement. 

How far these tasks have been fulfilled by the Berlin Sub
Bureau will have to be decided by the Third International 
Women's Congress. Though the achievements may seem small 
compared to the immense amount of work which still remains to 
be done, though the part of the Berlin Sub-Bureau in the signi
ficant progress of the Communist women's moventent in Western 
Europe may be only a very modest one, we may state after. our 
experience of these few months that the institution of_ a Sub
Bureau has proved useful in creating quick and close connections 
between the Centre and the various sections, in exchanging in
formation .and experiences on rractical problems. By these 
activities the Executive in Moscow was enabled in various cases 
to grant practical support to the sections. The Berlin Sub-Bureau 
has furthermore succeeded in gaining- satisfactory material on 
the state of the women's movement in most countries of Western 
Europe, thus filling a gap which at the last International Women's 
Congress was commented upon as SQmething deplorable. 

Considering the part the international women's movement 
is now playing in the International we ralise the immense impor
tance of the Second International W'omen's- Congress in giving 
the first impulse fl}r the organising of wide-spread propaganda 
among the women. In our opinion the effects of this Congress 
are still 'being felt. The dis{:ussions of the Congress were mainly 
limited to the theses on the Communist women's movement, issued 
some time ago, and only very few new points of view were ex
pressed; yet, the spoken word, the personal exchange of ideas and 
experiences and, above all, the experiences of the delegates in 
Soviet Russia were more convincing and inspiring than dead let
ters. This becomes obvious from the Communist women's papers 
andthe women's supplements of the Communist organs. Articles 
and reports on the International Congress itself, on the libera
tion of women by the Proletarian Revolution, on the life of work-

ing women and children in Russia, on the educational activities of 
the Soviet Republic and pictures of Russian militant women 
occupy a large space. This .becomes still more obvious from all 
rerorts of the sections on their activities among the women from 
al meetings and conferences of women and from their participa
tion in the relief campaign for Soviet Russia. 

In those countries where already before the International 
Congress of the problem of the women's movement had been dis
cussed, no conference or. meeting of women took rlace 
wi_t~out the decisi?ns .and directions _of th~ .International being 
utilised as the basis for e~tended and mtenslf1ed activities among 
the masses of the proletanan women, for a more practical organi
sation of. the propaganda among women, for the setting up of 
clearer aims. 

In Germany special attention was paid to the work among 
!he w~men !n shops_ and trade-unions ... By initiating and propos
mg discussiOn evemngs for Commumst women in all important 
P!Irts oi !he country, and by preparing the publication of an 
·Simply-wntten pamphlet on all problems with which working 
women are concern~d, our com_rades endeavored to gain influence 
among the proletanan women m the -shops and trade-unions. 

The Communist movement in Czecho-Slovakia which was 
heretofore split into national sections, was unit~d and the 
separate Czech and German women's secretariats formed a united 
National Women's Secretariat. In order to provide better political 
information for the officials, our female comrades established an 
Information Bulletin which contains material on all actual and 
gene_ra I political problems an~ will ~e instrume!ltal in educating 
nen leaders and speakers. Besides this Informatwn Bulletin there 
are three Communist women's organsin Czecho-Slovakia. 

· In accordance with the resolutions of the International 
Women's Congress and of the World Congress our comrades in 
Austria had the National Director of propaganda among 
the women admitted as an accredited member to the Execu
tive Committee of the Communist Party of Austria. The Party 
Convention which will take place in )\'larch will have to pass a 
decision that the responsible leaders of women's propaganda in 
the districts and locals also become accredited members of their 
respective Party committees. Our Austrian comrades have further
more started the publication of a Communist women's paper 
besides. the existing weekly women's supplement of the Vienna 
" Rote Fahne ". 

In Holland a National Committee for propaganda among 
the women was formed, the chairman of which is a!Jowed to take 
part in ·the sessions of the Party Executive. The first National 
Co~ference of Comm!lnist ~omen, which took. place recently, 
dec1ded upon the dissolutiOn of the Revolutionary Socialist 
Women's League. The Comunist members of the latter must join 
the Communist Party. In the meantime this decision has been 
put into practice and- the organ· of the League "De Voorbode" 
has been transformed into a women's organ of the Communist 
Party. 

A still more r11-pid development of the Communist Women's 
Movement is to be. perceived in those countries where nearly no 
beginnings of a movement existed before the International 
Women's Congress. This can especially be said of France, Eng
land and Belgium. . 

. Under the leadership of. the Internati~nal Secretary, Lucie 
Colhard, our eager and devoted comrades m France have suc
ceeded in creating a provisional committee. This committee 
elaborated a programme for propaganda among the women, 
took all necessary organisational measures for the setting up of a 
women's secretariat, gaip.ed assistance from the Party and con
voked the first women's :conference at- Marseilles in conjunction 
with the Party Congress. We can state to-day that this Confe
rence has proved very successful. The Conference as well as the
report of Comrade Colliard at the Party Convention and the 
following adoption of the programme on the activities among the 
women,. caused the French Communist Party to recognize the fact 
that the problem of propaganda among the women is a vital ne
cessity for the Party. Furthermore some of our female comrades 
were elected members of the new Pa 1iy Executive. One of them, 
Comrade Marthe Bigot, is the responsible secretary for agitation 
among the women. It was decided to start a women's magazine. 
The three columns in the " Humanite" which every week were 
devoted to women's propaganda, will be rtansformed into a 
regular "Women's Tribune". The complete results of these 
decisions will become evident in the coming months. 

In Great Britain the results of tht International Women's 
Congress seemed to be lost as the British- delegate to the Moscow 
Conference, Norah Smythe, had left the Communist Party after 
the expulsion of Sylvia Pankhurst. Only recei1tly the Berlm Sub
Bureau was informed by Comrade Dora Montef1ore, who without 
success had repeatedly drawn the atiention of the Party Execu-
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tive to the problems of the women's propaganda, that now Com
rade Crawfurd, an experienced and capable comrade, has been 
charged with this task. A detailed and clear plan which Comrade 
Crawfurd presented to· the Sub-Bureau will be a guarantee for 
systematic and energetic work i~ Great ~ritain. The plan includes 
the creation of women's· supplen:tents m the Party pa~ers, the 
publicaijon of a women's magazine and of propaganda hterature 
for the £road masses. A preliminary condition for the successful 
carrying through of these tasks, however, is, that in a session 
of the Partv Executive with the comrades active in the work, the 
Party guarantees the organisational and financial support of the 
newly established women's secretariat. 

In December 1921 in a meeting of the female Party mem
bers Comrade Kestemont has for the first time in BelKium deve
loped the idea of forming a women's committee for Communist 
propaganda among women. In accordance wi.th the theses . of 
the International Women's Congress she emphas1sed the necessity 
of all Communist women taking part in the life of the Party with 
equal tasks and rights. Thus the danger of a s_eparate women's 
organi~ation can be preverlted. Among the practical demands she 
laid special stress on '' social protection of women and mothers". 
As Comrade Kestemont, member of the Party Executive, immedia
tely after the World Congress was charged by the Communist 
;>arty of Belgium with the task of providing material and in
formation for the organisation of propaganda among the ~omen, 
(in this connection getting into connection with the Berhn Sub
Bureau) we may hope that in Belgium a strong Section of the 
International Comunist Women'sMovement will develop in close 
co-operation with the Comunist Party. 

Though realising the great imoortance of the International 
Women's Congress for the movement. we do not overestimate its 
influence. We are conscious that the international Communist 
women's movement develops in close correlation with the entire 
Communist International and that it may' be considered as a 
m~asure of the maturity of the whole Communist Movement. If 
to-day, six months after the Second International Women's Con
gress and the Third World Congress of the Communist Inter
national, the Communist Women's Movement has become larger, 
clearer and better organised than before, this obvious development 

:must be regarded as a result of the more united energies and 
more uniform tactics of the Communist International. In its 
approach to the realization of its slogans, " Go to the Masses" 
and " The United Front of the Proletariat" it is gathering greater 
and greater masses of proletarian women. The development of 
the Communist movement in every country and the enrolling of 
the women in the militant vanguard of the world proletariat 
depends to a large extent upon the consciousness of every Com
munist. Party and up on the continuous intensification of class 
antagomsm which in every country will show the necessity of a 
revolutionary struggle on a large scale. 

In a following article we will try to give a summarising 
review of the net of Women's Agitation Committees in the Inter
national as well as on their connections with the Berlin Sub
Bureau. 

RELIEF FOR RUSSIA 

Report on the Results of the Workers' 
Relief Campai~n for the Famine 

Stricken in Russia. 

. ** In spite of the fact that the proletarian relief campaign 
for the starving Russian workers and peasants has been going on 
for over six months, it is being centinued in most .countries with 
undamped energy. In various countries - France, Italy, Sweden, 
Norway, Holland, South Africa, America and Argentinia - the 
campaign has been greatly stimualated as a result of the Inter
national Conference in Berlin. In all countries the Workers' 
Relief Committees have begun to make collections of clothing,s hoes 
tools and other goods in addition to the collections of money. 
Germany alone has shipped 12 carloads of donated clothing and 
15,000 pair of repaired shoes to Russia. Switzerland and Holland 
have shipped 5 and 7 carloads respectively. In France at the 
present t1me they are putting together an, entire freight train 
which will transport the collected donations of the French workers 
via Metz and Saarbrucken to Stettin for transshipment to Russia. 

According to the last reports to the· International Comittee 
.for' the Organization of Worker's Relief for the Famine Stricken 
in Russia (Berlin NW. 87, Wikingerufer 3), the total of the 

collections of its various national comittees has reached the 
respectable sum of over 

150,000,000 marks. 
The figures for the various countries are as follows: 

America (Friends of Soviet Russia, New York) 
France 
Holland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Sweden .............. . 
Switzerland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Italy (Communist after split of Joint Committee) . 
Czecho-Slovakia (Communists after split of Joint Com.) 
Norway ............ . 
Germany . 

Workers' Relief Committee . . . . . 
"Freie Arbeiter Union, Gelsenkirchen" 
Jewish Workers' Relief Committee 

England . . ,. 
Denmark 
Argentina . 
South Africa 
Bulgaria . . 
Belgium .. 
Spain . . . . 
Luxemburg . . . . . . . . 
Japanese Relief Campaign in Europe 
Roumania (Socialist Party Brassov) . 

Marks 
68,ooo:ooo 
20,000,000 
13,000,{)00 
8,000,000 
7,600,000 
5,000,000 
5,000,000 
4,500,000 

4,000,000 
55,000 
20,000 

4,000,000 
3,500,000 
2,000,000 
2,000,000 
1,500,000 

800,000 
550,000 

30,000 
30,000 
15,000 

In addition to the above we have received a number of 
donations · from private individuals, artists' committees,· etc. 
Austria collected 2,500,000 Austrian crowns and Poland, 5,000,000 
Polish marks. 

With the money contributed we have made 18 shipments 
up to the present, consisting of 6000 tons of foodstuffs, 350 tons 
of clothing, shoes, tools, machines, etc., the entire equipment 
for 15 field kitchens and the complete furnishing for a childrens' 
home with food sufficient for S•everal hundred children for 
4 months. Further transports are'being made up. The campaign 
is continuing and the. undersigned committee urgently appeals 
to all workers' parties, trade-unions, cooperatives and individuals 

· not to let up in their activity for Russia's starving workers and 
peasants. 

The Int·ernational Committee for the Organization of 
Workers' Relief for the .f·amine Stricken ·in Russia. 

Willy Miinzenberg, Seeretat'y. 

I IN THE CA.MP OF OUR ENEMIES I 
Amsterdam and Unity 

The Communist Proposal and the Answer of the Socialist Believers 
in Compromise. · 

by W. Lada. 

:;::;: The Communist International and the Red Trade Union 
International have appealed to Labor throughout the world io 
work untiringly for a united proletarian front both nationally 
and internationally i.norder to counter the ever-increasing misery 
of the proletarian masses. 

Our antagonists have not been slow in utilising this pro
posal for a fresh anti-Communist campaign. The gentlemen of 
the International 2% endeavor daily in their Berlin organ, the 
" Freiheit" to prove that the Communists " stealthily" approach 
the other organizations in order to make use of them for their 
ends. The friends of J ouhaux tell the few readers of the 
" Peuple" that this appeal is the best proof of Moscow's death 
and that it is endeavouring to avert certain defeat by. deluding 
the workers anew. And the Social-Jingos of the Second l\Iter
na tiona! play the same tune. 

The acme of the sturidity and baseness in this campaign ' 
against the revolutionary vanguard of the proletariat has, how
ever, been reached by the Secretary of the Amsterdam Trade 
Union International, one Mr. Oudegeest. Formerly. belonging to 
a Christian trade-union, and an unknown Dutch local official, 
Oudegeest has attained the position as leader of the Amsterdam 
International thanks to the conflicts between the nationalist 
French and German trade-union leaders. This gentleman is, now 
dealing with Moscow, in lengthy articles which are being 
reprinted l?Y the daily press of both the Second and the Second-. 
and- a .. Han' International. He has nothing new to say, however, 
as we shall see. 
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Accusations and Counter-Proposals of Amsterdam. 
In openi~g Oudegeest tells his readers that the R.T.U.l. 

is responsible for the split in France, because _i~ did nothing to 
prevent the Christmas conference of the opposthon, as J_ouhaux 
urgently descried. That means that not those are t:esponstble for 
the split in the movement who expelled the revolutwnary_ m~sses 
from the trade-unions, but those who employed all orgamsattonal 
means to counter that move. And Moscow is alleged to be 
resoonsible because it endavoured to avert the split by pro
r-o;ing to Amsterdam that the two factions should conclude a 
compromise, instead of advising the revolutionary opposition . to 
give in without resistance to the people around Jouhaux (advtce 
that could and would not have been followed). This reasoning 
resembles closely that of the Fraternity of St. Loyala at Vienna 
who maintained that Serbia had provoked the war by not com
plying with the harsh demands of the Austrian ultima,um, 

The comes the charge that the R.T.U.I. first accuses the 
Amsterdam leaders of being traitors to the cause of Labor and 
then pror-oses to those same leaders to, meet its representatives, 
to discuss ways. and means of forming an united front. Oude
geest himself goes on to say that Moscow itself thinks 
very lightly of what it terms "treason to Labor" concluding as 
it does agreements with representatives of Capitalism day after 
day. As regards the proposal to discuss about an united front 
Oudegeest ·counters with the advice to affiliate with Amsterdam 
and '' joint conduct" the struggle against Capitalism. 

Let us consider both. 
First, how can an united front with Amsterdam be 

achieved? 1 
The Communists brand the leaders of Amsterdam as 

traitors to Labor and shall continue to do as long as the latter 
adhere to their preserit policy. And yet we propose t-o them the 
discussion of ways and means of forming an united front of 
the proletariat. Why? Because the situation of the world and 
the position of Labor in it make such a course imperative. 
Because the masses of the workers strive for a w1ited front. 
And because we calculate that the leaders must under the pres
sure from below call these masses to action. In spite of the anta
gonism we think it imperative to manifest against the treacherous 
r-olicy of the leaders of Amsterdam, we cannot allow ourselves to 
overlook the sad but indisputable fact that the policy of tl\ose 
leaders unfortunately very often merely reflects the sentiment 
of certain sections of their rank and file. Decay of commerce 
and industry throughout the world, wide-spread unemployment, 
condemning millions of proletarian to a sorry life and a worse 
death, the wag~ reductions everywhere, lowering the standard 
of living of the masses beneath that of pre-war times and fixing 
it on the level of a Chinese coolie-there are the evil fruits of the 
Amsterdam policy, acknowledged as such, if against their wishes, 
even by themselves. Under these conditions Jouhaux, Thomas, 
Mertens, Leipart & Co., whose natural element is treason and 
petty bartering with the bourgeoisie, have no choice but call the 
masses to action against the latter. And we, too, want to be there. 
And in this we do not want to see the mass actions of Labor 
split, no matter how " dangerous" unity might appear to the 
leaders of Amsterdam! And there is another matter to be taken 
into consideration. If we propose to the leaders of Amsterdam 
to meet and consider joint mass actions, there are two courses 
open to the latter. They either accept our proposal and organize 
the necessary actions in conjunction with us, (in that case· all 
our aims are realized. and the rest will take care of itself) or the 
leaders. fail us in this or that stage of the negotiations, and then 
we have made at any rate one step on the way towards a united 
front. For then at least part of the followers of Amsterdam will 
come to recognize which of the two policies is right, ours or that 
of their leaders, who are responsible for the division of Labor. 

In consideration of the tremendous importance of this 
matter we shall endeavour to make it dearer. yet in the following 
two examples. 

Let us take for instance the campaign against war. 
Ir, the November Conference Amsterdam repudiated war 

and demanded of the miners, metal and transport workers, and 
if necessary of ali other· trades.,. that they should prevent war by 
<:ripling the industries serving it; if necessary, an international 
general strike was to be called for the same purpose. At the 
same time, however, and even after,. the leaders of Amsterdam 
supported the disarman~ent fake of the ~ourgeoisie who, whi_le 
fanmng the flames of dtscord, boasts of Its love and goC'd wtll 
toward mankind. 

, Fimmen, the second secretary of the Amstedam Inter 
national has (entirely independent of us . tough with our 
approval) declared that the Washington "Disarmament'·' Con
ference is merely an attempt at throwing dust into the eyes of the 

workers. Now one should not forget that the League of Nations 
and its Council consist of the business managers of the same 
imperialist \ivorld bourgeoi~ie. whose repres~ntati':es! u?de~ the 
cover of disarmament negotiatiOns, set afoot tmpenahst mtngues 
and plots at Washington. 

Nor has the League's Commission on Disarmament any 
other object than that of " throwing dust into the eyes of labor''. 
While after two years of what it is pleased to term work the 
Leacrue of Nations in its January session came to the conclusion 
that' it would 'be necessary to suggest to the various affiliated 
nations that their war budgets in the next two years should not 
exceed that of the current year (which decision is but mocking 
labor and a direct provocation!) the Executive Meeting of the 
Amsterdam Trade Union International decided in December 
"after a long debate "that its representatives should continue 
their roles in the Disarmament Comedy. That is the import o{ 
Amsterdam's struggle against war, armaments and imperialist 
reaction! · · 

We, however, im;ist upon a genuine struggle against the 
threatening imperialist wars! 

Another example-the fight against unemployment and 
for the solutions of the world-wide crisis in commerce and 
industry, a source of misery to the workers throughout the 
world. In the December issue of their official organ, " The Inter
national Trade Union Mmement ", the leaders of Amsterdam 
admitted that the bourgeoisie-and consequently all those co, 
operating with it in reconstructing the world on an economk 
basis-have failed completely in solving those problems. At the 
Labor Council at Geneva in November, and recently, at the 
january meeting of the Executive Committee of the Intemational 
Labor Bureau, the leaders of Amsterdam advocated a solution, 
not by means of a struggle against the bourgeoisie, but by 
cooperating with it. 

What we think of the Amsterdam counter proposals. 

Our opinion in that respect is shortly told. The counter 
accusations are stupid, if not worse, the counter proposals. down
right shal)by. 

Neither Lozovsky nor Zinoviev, the representatives of the 
militant international proletariat, will go to Genoa to negotiate 
with representatives of the imperialist governments, but Chicheriu, 
Litvinoff .and Krassin, the spokesmen of the Russian proletariat 
that has gained a victory over its bourgeoisie and set up a Soviet 
Republic, but is nevertheless compelled to compromise with. 
international capitalism, because European labor ha~ not been 
able to cope with it. These comrades will confer as equals with 
the ministers of the European power in order to conclude a tem
porary agreement, alwi[ys ready to take up arms once more. 
should they be comr-elled to do ~- If the leaders of Amsterdam 
would be prepared to meet the ruling classes on a footing such 
as that, the unity of the proletariat would be something feasible. 

\Vith regard to the proposal that the " few millions" 
Russians in the R.T.U.I. join the 24 millions in the Amsterdam 
Intern:J.tional, we can only say that to us it seems all that can be 
expected of a ma:i with Oudegeest's intellectual horizon. The 
historical causes responsible for the creation of both' bodies 
done away with in the wink of an eye and unity achieved-'-that 
is too good to be true! And on what platform should unity be 
accomplished? On that of cooperation with Mr. Thomas· and 
the representatives of governments and employers in the ·Labor 
Bureau and in the League of Nations, and on. the community of 
interest between Capital and Labor they advocate in their 
respective countries? Mr. Oudegeest does not say, and thus his 
proposal is nothing but a rather stupid joke. 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Notice. 

We call the attention of all editorial 
staffs to the fact that henceforth the ar
ticles and notices of our "Correspondence" 
are marked by an initial double star(**)
We request that in reprinting the double 
star b,e printed as ackqowledgement of 
source. · The Editors. 

······························~········· Printed by Friedrichstadt-Druckerei 0. m. b. H., Berlin SW. 48 
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POLITICS I 
' been done by these organisations ami also by the Hoove-r 

OrganisatiOJl which is not represented here, is but a liny part 
of what must be in order to prevent the most fertile part of 
Russia from turning into a cemetery of several milhons of 

The . Russian Famine 
and ihe Uelief Necessary 

- humans bt>ings this winter. 

by Victor Kopp. 
Rtpbrl to the Berlin lnterna.6on.aJ Conference of Or~an.izations 

working for the Relief . of the Russian famine. 
** The picture of the famine in Russia is horrible 

euough and does not ueed any exaggeration. Almost the entire 
J'Opulation of the stricken districts and, moreover, also a great 
!'art of the population of the neighbouring territories - all in 
all about twenty million people- are affected by the famine. 
1 t is no exaggeration to say that half of them, i. e. ten millions, 
are at the present moment on the verge of starvation. The 
number of starving children alone amounts to at least five 
millions. 

As soon as the first signs of the catastrophe became 
apparent, the ~ussian government energetically employed all 
the means at its disrosal to deal with the situation. Two impor
tant problems had to be solved immediately: first, the inhabitants 
who . were leaving the place of disaster in panic, had t<> 
be retained by immediate aid so as to secu.r;-e the cultivation of 
the land In spite of the very meager harvest the government 
succeeded within a few weeks in gathering the necessary seed
about thirteen millions of roods--and in transporting it to the 
famine district 

Thus the first rroblem was solved. The panic was 
stoppe4. the streams of fugitives carne to a standstill, the winter
sowing was accomplished. However, hereby only the first 
steps were made, but the question as to the maintenance of the 
population till the next harvest became every day more urgent. 
The hard winter that had meanwhile set in robbed the population 
of any possibility of obtainin~ food and fodder in the fields and 
to rests, and made this quest1on one of life or death to millions 
of starving people. 

Tpe starving distr icts require for their maintenance at 
lt·ast tOO,OOO,OOO poods of grain, 170,000,000 of which for human 
l onsumption. The district itself has yielded all in all only about 
~n.OOO,CXXl poods; thus in order to maintain the population it 
1~ essential to obtain elsewhere l24,000,(XX) poods. As has 
already been stilted the entire harvest this year was• ratbe.F
scant. It can be said without e.xaggeratiou that there was a 
had harvest all over Russia. The only source from which 
adequate assistanc~ could be drawn is the world market glutted 
with g~ain . . Ther_e are )~e g-ranaries of North A~erica, wh_ere 
wheat IS lymg Without fmdmg purchasers. there IS ·Argenhne, 
where 1his year's maize 'harvest was so plentiful, that the loco
lllotives are heated with ears of corn instead of coal. That is the 
reason why Gorki appealed to the forei~n countries, why the Rus
sian iovernment approached tre fore1gn countrle's, because it 
clearly underst~ . that it is not in a position to feed all the 
htarvmg out ot the supplies of Russia or to procure the required 
yuantities of grain by cash purchase. 

. . .T~_ ~poq~ t~e appea~ has ~o f.!lr met with abroad is, 
w.UlJ. • .a:_ f•.-· el(cepti<ms, ·unaatiaiJctQ.ty ~~~ .. ·Jf ·w. ·""~ tAA.t. 
all_o1.~ ~~ .orgamsations. here rep~ted _are wor~r,· with ~!1 
the1r mighl .. iu ·COfllba·ttin~r' tke·-u-tattJ'Oi)1if. ·' :Vet .atV th•t,· hu 

The Hoover Organisation as well as that of Nausen are 
chiefly organisations for the relief of childrell. The number of 
Li, ildren that will be maintain~ by these organisations during 
thill- winter is estimated at about 2,000,000. Several hundreds 
cf thousands of children are being saved by the measures ot 
the govenment - either by accomodating them in children's 
homes in' their respe<:tive districts or by evacuating them to the 
better-off districts where they are being distributed among the 
pt>asant ropul1 ;ion. Nevertheless, by all these measures it \~ i ll 
hardly be rossible to f>rovide food and shelter for half of the 
11 umber. 111e othe1 l!a f is dying a slow and horrible death. 

Still less is being done for the rescue of the adults. With 
the excertion of the est.ablishmenf of some feeding-centres 
in the placrs t' i c<Jncentratiou of the fugitives and of spl"Cial 
measure-s lo combat the epidemics (in which the greJltest part 
was played by the German Red Cross) , practically everythi"g 
.still rem11ins to be done. 

1 he small stocks still at tbe disposal of the population 
of the famine-districts after this year's harvest have ~ entirely 
consumed during the last four months. In consequence of 
the cold weather setting in it became impossible to gather 
those sordid substitutes on which the population subsisted ur 
to the present moment: all sorts of grasses, swamp-plants . 
wild berries. acorns, bark and so forth . No matter how .greal 
the efforts of the Russian ~ov~rnernent may be - and there 
is really no lack of energy exlubited ' in this matter -- in assisting 
the starving out of the resources of the country itself, without 
adequate assistance from abroad several mill ions of people will 
not survive this winter but will perish in hunger and miserr . 
This naked truth which 1 am st at i11g here wit hout any embellish
ment, must be driven into the conciousness of those who do 
n·ot starve. 

Should the appeal to humanity, which was so eloquently 
and touchingly expressed in Professor Nansen's well-krtown 
speech at the conference in Geneva, no louger meet with a 
response, it would be high time to appeal to economic sensibility . 
for there should be no mistake about it: 

In the moment in which peasant fanninJ! in the famine-
district falls to ruin and this· fertile land is thus turned into a 
desert with nothing but wild grasses growing on it for a long 
time to come- in this moment Russia will be eliminated for 
a long time from the ranks of the countries whose agricultural 
products exceed their wants. The purchasing power of its 
population will be paralyzed and there will no longer be any 
possibility of Russia -regaining its place in the housebold of the 
world. 

Hereby the problem of relief for star.ving Russia is 
eluddated from a world-economic point of view. 

A territory of more than 56,~000 dessiatines with a 
population of altegether 18,300,<0> people, 16,200,000 of which art 
liviq rural -diStricts, remained without a drop of rain 
throughout the spring and part of . the summer. . The fields were 
covered with a hard crust which sho\ted wide cracks caused: by 
the heat. : The. a~ge :Yield . of. this land in, harvest-time 
4111ounttd to J 1.4 po;ods per deaiatine, Affer c~M-.c:Ww 
of the·· eeed· C01Il,.,. thi~ , meana a net procluce 01 #. ~ 
pood~ . , per. capita,' ~ . importJn~ of tbette · nu~ 
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··may be ,jatheredJrprn 1ft.e fact, that an ~average h~r~~ :in- ~he 
disfrict An question prodJ,lced about 30-40 poOcfa, ll' ibod ~ one 

~·· even more than 60 pOOda :per ~ desstatitie, and· that a stana.ard 'of 
JO pc>c?ds per head is by offiCially designated · as a "1nmger. 
rttion '\ whiCh practically means the beginning of star.vation 
among the population. . . 

· ~ i 'v' The Russian Volgfl ~istrict, the district of the ~~ ·~lack 
· ·: &oil~', is known as the _gn.nary no·t only of Russia but of all 

."Euiope. And undoubtettJy:~this ,fame is well earned. The agri
. ::.c;ultural population ol thi~ district constitutes no less than 20% 
J ofJhe entire agricultural wpulatjon of_ fonner European· Russia. 

~ The cu1tivaied land formed 24 % of the entire cultivated, 
- · area, which shows t}{e p~vailing agricultural ·character of the 

whole district The aver,age amount of grain exported from the 
. distr~ct yearly in the_ Y.ears Jl)(}g t«? 1913 was 188,000,900 poods, 
~ 65,000,000 poods of which were exported .abroad. · 

The figures mentioned will fully suffice to show. 
that the a~riculture of the Volga district is of deci
dedly exens1ve cbaracter. It is an agriculture with 
little live stock (wi~h 24% of the entire cultivated area it only 
has 23 % Of the working horses and rz %. of the draught-oxen), 
the advantage of which does not lie in a sufficient fertilisation 
of the soil nor in a careful mechanical ctdtivatioo of the land, 
bqt is founded on the possibility of giving parts of the l~nd, 
so richly · endowed by nature, year by year a rest. The peasant 
mode of. farming is _a primitive., so..called " three field farming" 
which disappeared in Europe a century ago. The war has badly 
shaken the stoutest pillar of this aarriculture, human working
row~r. Milrions of yoong peasants did not return from the 
battle-fields or were kept as prisoners for years and years, whil~ 
the · fanns were often left behind under a true petticoat _govern
ment. The world , war was succeeded by ci~il war. f1rst the 
southeasJ patt of Russia wa..s for a long time the battlefield of 
the troops of the counter-revolution. Here the famous CzechO
Slovak revolt commenced in 19t8, here was the ground of which 
Denikin 1s troops were drawn up when in 1920 he pushed his 
attack within a few hondred kilometers of Moscow. Here was to 
the last the haunt of the dispersed remnants of the White troops, 
of the failures in life who found their means of subsistence by 
looting the peaceful population. All these circumstances caused 
the productive power of the farmers to be reduced to a level far 
below that of pre-war time. The best proof thereof is the reduction 
of the cultivated area. 

While in 1916 the cultivated land covered a space of 
92 dessiatines per 100 inhabitants, 1t sank by 1921 to 58 dess
ia tines, that is by 37 %. This occurred in spite of the considerable 
increase of peasant farming itself at the ex pence of the con
fiscated great estates. This fact has been attributed to the policy 
of -the government which was said to have . suppressed the in
clination for the increase ot production by imposing the duty 
of delivery. This may be partly correct; we have seen much 
Hie same in other countries where the government has · taken 
similar measures under the pr~sure of war. However, fhis 
does not by any means fully explain the matter, for at _the same 
time as the cultivated ground all other factors of producti.on were 
reduced. So for instance, the number of working-animals, also 
calculated for a hundred inhabitants, sank in the same space of 
time from 26 to 14, i. e., by 46 %, the number of cows from 
23 to to, i. e., by 30 %, and so forth. 

The farm implements and, most important of all, 
the ploughs, suffered much in quality in consequence of 
the impossibility of replacing the wom-out machines by new 
imported ones. The following figures will prove that. A plough 
is generally suppesed to last ten years. In the ten years from 
1006 to 1916 Russian agriculture was provided with 3,300,000 
ploughs. This . is the total amount of the ploughs that were 
produced ~n Russia and imported from abroad. In _1916 they 
were distributed over about 100,000,000 dessiatines. The culti
vated land in the Volga district had a total of about 1,800,000 
ploughs. From this year on the supply of agriculture with 
ploughs cea.Std almost entirely-partly on account of the 

plockade, rartly on account of the transfonnati6n of the Russian 
metal industry for the manufacturing of requisites . of war. No 
less than 40% of the entire stock of ploughs ought to be 
replaced by new ones, and even if they are used here and ·there 
they are by far not fit to perform the required work. · ExpresSed 
in absolute numbers, . the agriculture of the Volga district requires 
175,000 ploughs in order fo raise itself to the after all rather 
moderate level of 1916. With the other agricultural machinery con; 
ditions are the same as with the. ploughs: about- 13.(),000 reaping 
machines and about 30,000 steam pl~ghs are wanted, somewhat 
to make up for the depreciation in farm tools that has ensued in 
the mean hme. 

The quality of the seed-grain, that is of the conuilonly used 
grain, wheat, has deteriorated in a similar, ~ay. ~fore the war 

.. . ~ ... ' , 

. Russian ir~ w_aa'·. ·coo~~ed on . tb.e ' world ·. matket to. ~on
~ .ain by far the ' greatest quantity of .. foreigir.~Jemeoti; -rliia. was 

' 'liJJe- cltiefly ~o ~be· i.~(erior quality o' jli8; ~~nt:~~ ~ The war 
has greatly · ag;ir.~vated the .cbnd!_tio_!lf anlt tlie ~"Jie~orated 
to auctr ·an -extent that bv this alone th~ harvest -ritteht ha~ been 
reduced by one half aod ev~ more than 'that. . . " 

. Taking tur:th~r i_nto co~si~r4tioo ' ·the ' d~rea~ . of - ·the 
hve st~k we wdl gam an ttlea of tht main f~ac\ors of the 
econorruc breakdown prevailing in the V-olga (ijstrJ~t. It is now 
perfectly dear why this years catastroph~ resulting from fht· 

eff~s. of ~at_ure, has "Y~ought such destructio,n; ·and it, \le,comes 
~bv,1ous that m combattmg 1he famine two equally important and 
u~separable fa<;tors have to be tackled: the relid of tl}e iiQmediak 
d1~tress, the maintenance of the population· thr.o·u(~O\H-.. th r 
wmter, .and further, work for the future, the . rebuJidilig of 
the ruined economic life. · ' · · 
. The chief object, as follows from'- the aforesaid, .is tht· 
m~rease of f~e arable area. lt will certainly b~ easier' to' so1v t· 
th1s rrobJem than to persuade the population to appl>;: nev. 
methods of cultivation, to in trodu~e t_l]t CJ.~Itiva.*fon · of. -qtfferen t 
plants or to ca.rry through measures of amelioration· of the soil . 
In OI:der to brmg the arable area , up to the le'vel of '1916, ov t>1 
55,CXJ9,000 Poods,_ !· e. more than. 9(X),OOO tops.' of seed ar t· 
re_qu1r~d. to .l?rov1de such a _9uanbty of seed suitable 1o the 
~hmatJc . cond~hons of_ the regton, and this for the approaclt 
tog ,spnng, 1~ the ftrst and most_ ura,~t task wi•hout th l· 
soluiton of' whach all ather measures would becom~ futile. 

. The second' task that has to be solved simultaneou:;ly , 
the supply of the population with adequate implements. 

The third ta~k which must be begun· at · the same ,till! ;· I 

as the two others •s the production of a sufficient number •IJ 

r~10tor ploughs. Agriculture in the Volga district is very short • ., 
bve stock, as we have seen. The working animals will be der·.
ma~ed by the fa~ne so as grav~ly io threaten the spring cul 1. 
vahon of the f1elds. The wanhn~ draught animals must be: 
replaced by mechanical power. W1thout a sufficient number 111 

tracfors a reform of agricuiWre hi impossible. 
These three tasks--the -supply of seed grain,. the provisio11 

of implements and the provision of 'tractors-are together th l· 
very essence of economic assistance, without which -the relief ni 
distress can prO<."tYe but a temporary alleviatidn', however badh 
it may be wanted. If this assistance f()r. the spring to com l' 
should fail, the Russian Volga district threatens to be -tunH'd 
into a hunger· district in permanence. 

· I am perfectly - well aware of the fact th~t .. the privalt> 
organisatio~s here represe~ted are faf' from pos~sing the 
means requrred for the solution of such ao enormous task whir ll 
must necessar'ily be dependent <»n . the granting of. prolongt'd 
credits. However, these organisations who were" the fir&t· I&> 

--come to the aid of the starving Russian peoble are-very wt' :l 
able to draw the attention of influential quarters to' this -proble111 
and to demand of them . the granting of the necessary .mean · . 
The very greatness of the task, the very depth .of our,. convictiotJ 
that the lconomic salvation of Russia means the salvation of all 
the . wold, ought to stimulate us to do' all w~ can ... in order 1o 

make ourselves heard by means of the press, in "P~rlia'men1, 111 
the broadest pub1ici1y so as to furnish the cooditions which a n· 
necessary to arouse the powers capable of the .soJution of ti ll' 
problem and to unite them. When public opinion in America and 
England is convinced that the horrible ··. unemployme11t 
weighing on these countries can only disappear through the 
restoration of Russia's purchasing power, when at th l' 
same time the peoples of Central Europe become clearly awa it' ' 
of the fact that their distress is not in _ small degree due to tiJ ,· 
agricultural production of the vast Russian fields coming I•J 

a standstill, the urgency of economic assistance to Russia w;ll 
take possession of public opinion with such force as to siteu t ,. 
al l private, partial, and selfish interests. 

After the Vilna Elections 
by L. Dorn.ski (Warsaw). 

• • Were the elections in ·the Vilna District an express1 r <~t 

of the will of the whole population? The Polish authoriti v~ 

attempt to make the world believe that they were. Accordin:g 1·1 

them 60 % of the electorate took part in the ele<jions. Th :1 
figure, however, is hardly to be accepted, for among the Polr" 
themselves participation m the elections cannot have been ven 
great, in face of the lack of political consciousness .of...:the broad 
masses, especially the women, and of tbe .bad mqns of rom 
munication. When one- in addition takes into ·consideration fh t> 
abstinence of the ~on-Polish nationalities, the publiahea ~n-~ 
of the particirants in the elections appear · highly iJni*o~~Te. 
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' lJlah·the ~uani-~na ~ycotted- : tlie elec?ona is ~fectl>: d~r. 
The s~can ~ satd of the Jew• who 1n the Vilna Dastnct s mpa witb tbe Lithuanians. Theae latter bad, at least pro
vlsiona.Uy;. 'ran,ted them full equal riihi8 of nationalitf; while 
they were treated as pariahs by the Poles. Notwithstanding this, 
from PoU&h official ~ou,ces com~s the assertion that the Jews 
outside of Vilna' w~t to the polls. The tlaim is hard to sub
stantiate. . Ther-e were ·no special lists setting out the Jewish 
feledors, and in no instance was a single jew elected. 

No~, it is maintained that at least the White Russian~ 
have t•ken' _part in the Diet elections. It is true that the Polish 
authoriti,es put themsdves to great ~trouble to induce the White 
Russian,s to take part in the elections. They put forward 
a certain Aleksjuk as leader of the pro.Polish White Russians. 
The candidate brought no creclit to the Polish election officiafs. 
He is a eomewhat sinister personality who experienced certain 
legal unpleasantness on account of embezzlement. Of no hifther 
moral/restige is the other ".White Russian_" the notorious 
brigan le~der Bul.ak-Balac~ovttch, who published an ~ppeal 
to the Whate Russ1ans, call1ng on them to take part m the 
elections, along with the announceme&t of his personal parti
ripation in them. Here too one must wonder, how any creaturt' 
who stands legally accused of murder, robbery and rape, can 
exercise the right to vote. But Poland needed votes. In spite of 
all that, the White Russians must have taken only a very mild 
interest in the elections, for the Aleksjuk Party has suffered a 
most signal defeat. 

Thus the newly c/uttd Di({ rtprrsenrs only th t {Jolis/1 
pvrt ion. of the population . 

In spite of that it appears certain 1l1at the Entente will 
not place its veto on the elections. It was in its power to hinder 
the elections, if it so desired, but it seems that the Entente is 
not able to adopt an unanimous attitude on the Vilna question . 
Moreover, all attempts to bring about negations between Poland 
and Lithuania having failed, it could scarcely oppose a definitt> 
solution of its own to the Polish solution. 

The program of the next sitting of the Council of the 
League of N~tions is framed ~n such _ a way that_ the Lith~at1ians 
will hardly fmd a sympathe1JC heanng for the1r compla111ts. 1 t 
mentions the problem of the '' Protection of the Lithuanian 
Minoritr. " in 'the Vi_lna Dis~rict which entirely ex~ludes _ the 
possibility of the tern tory bemg awarded to the . L1thua.n1_am .. 
It is equally evident from the report of the fQretgn Mm1ste r 
Skirmunt in the committee of the Warsaw Sejm, that the Polisl1 
Government secured the assent, or at least the neutrality of the 
Entente Powers before the elections. One may therefore suppose 
that the fait accompli achieved by the P<>hsh Government will 
be accepted as a basis for any further solutiou of the question . 
The League of Nation will \·ery probably cause the Poles man v 
a bitter moment yet, but it will hardly be able to effect a thorou~r~ 
alteration of the conditions. The lithuanien protests w11l 
probably fall on deaf ears.* 

On · the other hand it will be equally impossible lo satisfy 
the wishes of the Polish annexationists. It is well known that 
they have be~n very successful in the elections. The federalisti~.: 
Pilsudski Party has suffered a most mi&erable defeat. At first 
Pilsudskj (as a native of Vilna) had the intention of taking part 
in the elections himself, evidenOy to . increase the chances of his 
adherents by his presence, but at the last moment he thought 
better of it and "fell ill ''. Tbis is understaodable, for his chief 
parties ·(Social-Patriots , Democrats, and the Peasants' Party 
H Rebirth") have only- been able to return a small group of 
deputies. 

The victory fell to the Right Party (National Democrats) 
wh o captured nearly half the seats .• The second strongest party 
i~ the so-called People's Council, which will fonn the centre 
gt-oCtp in the Diet. As to its cla.ss positioo, this es;rty i~ very 
111definite and divergent. lt sprang out of the ~ Borderland
Protection'' Party patronized by Pilsudski but later on let itself 
be carried away on the Annexationist tide, and agitated for 
:· n·un ion" just as eagerly as the National ~ats. Among 
It s deouties there is no lack of full-blown National Democrats. 

* The recent sess.ion of the Council of the League of 
Na tio~s refused to have anything more to do with the Vilna 
q~esHon, as C0111rade Demski had predicted. J t ordered the 
Wllhdrawal of its Military Mission of Control within one month 
and " invited the two ~m:efl;)men .ts concerned to con.fide thei~ 
respective · in.teres~ to fri~dly .pq~ers:'. Tbe. resolution. con~ 
tmues, 11 the .. Co!-ll)ci,l cannot ~opl.Se any . ~lutaon Qf a dispute 
submitted tQ .the ·teague by. ~~ ~ of i~ m~rs .w.hich may ~ 
reache~ : ~Ub~~~ regqp ~.Q . t~ l.rego~~datjon of. th~ - Councll · 
ur wi=qt ·J ~Qe- .. Y-90Jent .of ~th . Jhe .·.R'Pti$ ·cOQcerned ", .Thit; 
mars ;t .'JllQfA: ,siiJtal failur., , of .. t~· l!.~IJtle of Nations since - it~ establia t~ · · · 

Thus a splittipg up with a consequent adhe&ioo to the riiht, 
whereby the National Democrats .migbt iet 'an absolute majority 
and become the governing party is not out the question. 

One might now expect that the slo~an · of the Right: 
a Plebiscite Setm proclaiming union with Pofand and dissolation 
afterwards will now become a fact. The Warsaw National 
Democrats stick to this s1o~an and have published an appeal 
to the elected deputies in th1s sense. ·But the soup is not likely 
to be eaten as hot as it ws cooked. · from Skirmunt's announc~
ments in the Warsaw Se'jm Committee it appears that even 
France advises the Poles to allow ViLna autonomv, and to carry 
uut a policy of reconciliation, towards Kovno. france is afraid 
that the Lithuanians in the event of a !urther em'bittctrment of 
relations might become a bridge between Germany and Soviet 
Russia . England and Italy have most deciJedly warned against 
annexat ion . nor do they seem agreed upon auton omy . 

In these cinumstances Vilna autonomy will ce lh t' 
lesser evil for Poland . Even the editor of the 1ttflucntial 
" Rzeczpospolita " whose policy closely approaches that of tht' 
Nationalists, quite openly states this "diplomatic neces!'ity ·· ag 
he calls it. • 

Poor Pilsudskl, however , will have litHe joy O\er till S 
" victory " of his idea ; for the autonomy of tile Vilna Distnct 
will, in this event be realized by the enemies of autonomy, as 
well as by the adherents to Centralism and o l an enforced 
Polonizaticin . These gentlemen will certainly not be able 10 
prevent a further development of the district inlO a so rt of buffer 
state and approach to Kovno. And if Pilsudski meant to nea te 
for himself a sally -port for further "liberation" nusades.. 
a hatching ground for further Petlurian ism. he i:; now deerly 
disappointed . Strange as it ma y sound- the reac1ionarv issue 
of the elections is the mos t fav orable for peace and part1cula rly 
for quiet on the-- Soviet borders . .. 

ECONOMICS 
The Economic Siiuatlon in i92i 

by Sp rctator . 
'· The develupment of national economy is iufluenced by 

a number of factors among which is of course the influence of 
political relat ions. It is beyond a doubt that the self-coufidenc-e 
of the capitalist cla ss is today stronger than it was one or two 
years ago. It must also be admifted that the fear of the Russian 
J<evolutJon is today not as great; in fact , Commuoism is almost 
considered as overcome, because ihe Soviet Governmen1 ha s su p
posedly capitulated before capitalism. lt must furthermore be 
admitted that the working-class has bee11 thrown on the defen sive 
and that capitalism has begun a general atta ck on the conLJuests 
of the revolution and is even certain of its victory. In a word , 
capitalism has regained its confidence and is no longer afraid 
to cQmmence operations on a large scale. A good proof of this 
is the fact tha t the Thyssen-concem alone is digging new shafts 
which will req uire 1,800,000,000 marks. 

A situation exists in regard to the t!t:OnomiL" prerequisites 
for a revival of industry. ln this field the prospects of cap1talism 
are not as rosy as we might be inclined to presume. Apart from 
the various lines of development of single branches of industry, 
the main cause of the economic cris is of 1920-21 was the reduced 
demand for manufactured article-s by the agricultural population 
and by the agricultural countr ies. Dy_riog the war, it was just 
these agricultural countries and the agricultural districts of 
industrial countrie~ that ·..vere able to increase th~ir wealth 
considerably, thus crea ling a basis for the econom.ic revivaJ 
durin~ ·the following post-war years. We can illustrate this by 
exarrung American statistics. Oufing the war , from 1014-1919, 
the value of the agricultural products of the U.S. rose from 
>.;9,900,000,000 to 824,960,000,000. The net value (after the 
deduction of the cosf of raw "'aterials) of industrial products 
jumped from 89,900,000,000 to $20,500,000,0000. This gave rise to 
the exten~ive domestic market, which in turn was the basis of 
the post-war boom. In 1920, agricultural products suHered a drop 
in the market an.d their total value went down to $19,860,000,000. 
But the value of mining_ P!oducts ro~e considerably ~uring l Q20, 
in fact f~om S4,600,000,0UV to 861700,000,000: 

If the value. of industriallroducts -did. not rise to the same 
extent that. mining product& di , aince- in most· ca8f8 the prices . 
of marudactured articles. .'djd ·.not ·.rise U • much as those of. the 
min.fiig .indtl&try; it i& . nevertbe~• · "certain tbat the- total -,value .
of 1920's industria~ ,,{>rodijdion was considerably ~igher. than .. ~haf! , 
!>f : aAt~l~al ,·~~~· ~~ile .tbe--., g~ral m~ of. ,rr~s . tn.J920r'lh9w.ed .a ·liaJr~li ~weraee -than:m 19-19, the mdex · f•g~·-~ . . for a(ricultural products dropped from · 234 to 218. As a reeul_t. 
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.. :.· t~. dome~ tic market was unabl~ t.o coos~~ .the manufactured 
f . Rtpd\.lcts and ~tt .the same timeel'b.Ort& .. degea4ed, being chiefly con· 

~..; ditptd ' to agricultural countries;·· since · the European industrial 
<._- ,..... C:vuntries . are still suffering so much.'.fr-om .the aftermath of the 
~ · ·war that their capacity for aaiiinilating the industrial products 

· of other countries is very small. · 
· What was the line of development of this state of aHairs 

in 1921? Until the middle of 1921, .for which period we have the 
statistics of the American Department of Labor on the fluctuation 
of prices, we see that the prices of agricultural products dropped 
very much more quickly than those of .all other goods. In fact, 
in the month of June they had almost the 1913 level (plus 13 % ), 
while the general price index at that time was 48% above the 
price level of 1913. We see from the reports of two corres
pondents of fhe " lndustrie-. und Handelszeitung " and the 
"frankfurter Zeitung" that the situation has not changed since 
then. The New York correspondent of the " lndustrle- und 
Ha!Wtelszeitung " reports in the issue qf December 23rd that the 
prices agricultural products are still lower than those of in
dustrial products. The correspondent for the 14 frankfurter 
Zeitung" (issue of January 8th) cites the opinion of an American 
Jnvesti~ation Com111Jssion on Agriculture, according to which the 
farmers dollar to-day is worth less thPn at any time during 
the last 30 years. It is at the same time established that the 
agricultural population in America is rapidly decreasing. The 
low buying power of the dollar as well as the decreased agri
cultural f::Opula tion leads to a shrinking of the domestic market. 
The same is oo less true of the !Jreign marke1s. The fasier 
decrease of lJrices of agricultural products resulted - in an un
favorable ba ance of trade against the agricultural countries. 
During the war these countries had in most.. cases a favorable 
balance · of trade. In 1920 and ~specially in 1'121, the balance of 
trad~ went heavily agajnst these countries. Sipce due to the 
impoverishment of Europe the influx of capital -from industrial 
counfries is very small, the buying power of the agrarian 
countries has seriously shrunk and as a result the forei~n maket 
has a'lso suffer~ considerably. Hence also the econom1c crisis. 

from the data published until now, we cannot yet say with 
cer fainty whether any change has taken place in this resrect 
durin~ the last months of 1921. Some countries, as for instance 
Brazil, seem to nave improved their trade balance. Most of the 
countries of the world record a growin~ debit balance of trade. 
For instance, in the month of October India had an import trade 
of 225.0(0 000 rupees and an export trade of 172.000.000 rupees; 
South Africa 's tmport trade amounts to £3 800 000 and her 
export trade to £ 1,990,000. A further proof of the debit trade 
balances of these countries is the drop in the r ~bange quotations 
of these countries. ~o for ~xample, the Argentinian peso was 
quoted in England during December 1920 at 53a /16 pence; in 

December 1921 it s tood at 53 %. The Brazilian milreis was quoted 
at tQ-\ i ~ and 7° .' 16 pence respectively. The lower exchanges of 
these countries reflects their weaker buying power and si~nifies 

the limited sale of · industrial rroducts to these countnes . 

On the other hand, however, we see that in industrial 
countries, parti<;ularl t in England, due 10 a tTurn 'Jer of circum
stances, the Frices of argricultural products are still higher 
than those o manufactured articles. But in the industrial 
countries, the working population fonns the domestic market. 
If agricultural products are d~r, while the prices on industrial 
rroducts are going down , it means that wages at whose cost 
prices on industrial products are reduce_d, are dropping in 
their buying rower as against food; in other words, the real 
wage is reduced and with it also the buying power of the greater 
part of the ropula lion . The temporary state of affairs under 
which food pnces sank. while industrial products and . wages 
remained a s they were crea1ed an increased demand for · manu
fac tured pro:1 uc1s in Europe. Today the situation is just the 
opposite: wages are falling more rar.idly than food prices and 
as a result the r.opulation's buying power for manufactured 
products is very sm1ll. ) n addition _to all this we must examine 
the situation in Central and Eastern Europe where, due to the 
unusually rarid drop of the currencies of these countries, the 
buying power of the ropulation has surely not increased. 

As an other prerequisite of an economic revival, we may 
consider the situation in the money market. At present the . 
situat ion is such that th~ private discount rate is still pretty 
high, rarticularly for loug-term loans. During 1921 the average 
discount rate on QO day notes was more than 5 %, which is 
altogether too hiJ:h a discount for England. A peculiar situa 
tion was created m wh ich money can be obtained with compara
tive ease for speculative purposes and only with difficulty for 

. new inves tments, heca use there is actually a shortage in capital, 
whereas there is not such a shortage in legal tender. On the 
contrary , !here is plenty and more than rlenty of legal tender . 
but there is on the other hand an actual shortage of the means 
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of pr~ucti~n and thei~- ·~pit~l ·valu~· - ~~d:ef ~sh m~ey.' :· T~ 
fo11owing table is tlJken from the '·frankfurter/ · Zeitwig '~ - of 
January 4th, 1922. It ia .a survey of t}te· new. share& iss·ue; in 
fhe most important countries. · 

Value of New S.bare laaues. 

Germany Enrlaod U.S.A. Holland 
•iJJiODI mlllloa• millioae mlllloae 

of 111ark• ol pouad.l ol doll rt ol pllka 

f912 994 210.9 2917.7 
1913 635 196.5 f93.9 
1920 7,520 367.5 2391.2 1151.4 
1921 JQ,22C) 389.0 1407.5 457.0 

(The figures for the United States include only the firs t 
10 months, and those for Holland the first 11 months of 1921. ) 

The figures for England seem to be not quite correct ; at 
any rate those coming from Eo~lish sources are different. In 
fact, according to the "Statist the 1920 issue amowtled to 

£ 48l.COO,tXXl. Nevertheless the fact remains that the ~overomen 1 

expended the money, since £280,000,000 of the 1921 &ssues were 
gQvernmeot loans. 'I he industrial issues are ·not .only very small. 
but they show a steep drop iu the last months of May, June and 
july 01 the same year. In the United States and in Holland 
the new 1921 issues were much smaller than those of 1920 ; 

the October 1921 issues of the United States for example, does 
not even amount to one:-half of the January issue of the samt' 
year. The high figures which the issues in Germany show are 
easily explained by the depreciation of the currency. If Wt' 
divide this sum by 25 a-s an average depreciation factor, we get 
a sum which is much Jess than that of 1912-1913. As far as 
actual production is concerned we really see a certain reviva l 

in the textile industry, at any rate in' the United States, and a 

very slight increase in the production of iron and steet in tht' 
most imrortant producing countries- United States, Englaod. 
f ranee and Belgium. But if . we examine these figures mort 
closely we get the following picture: (these figures are takell 

from the ''Times" of january 7th) Reckoned in thousands o l 

tons per month the prOduchon of these four countries was a ~ 

jollows : 
Pig Iron / Steel 

1913 3!Xl7 3834 
1920 4125 3616 ' 
1921 1st quarter 2871 2973 

2nd quarter 1546 1729 
3rd quarter . . . . 1306 · 1817 

1921 October and November 1770 2219 

We see that the aver~ge produdion ol these four ~ountrie:; 

.during the months of October-Noyember amounts to 463.000 tons 
of iron and 400,COO tons of steel more than the average produc
tion during the third quaner of 1921. Due to the miners' strikr 
England's production m the second quarter shrunl< immenselr . 
In the third quarter it was also very small. Should England s 
product~on diminish only at the same rate as that of the tJnited 
States, it would show an increase of 1,245,000 tons of pig iron 
for the second and third quarters. Such is the loss in production . 
due not to the normal cour~ of the crisis, but to the strike. In 
the following months world economy has not yet madt good 
this loss. We see . moreover, th-;a.t the production of steel ha s 
dropped during the month of [)ecember in England as well as 
in the United States; in fact very much so in England- from 
444,000 tons to 381,000 tons. That of pig iron has gained aomc 
what; in America considerably, in England only slightly. A 
any rate only the further developments in production will shm~ 

us whether there will still be any demand for iron after the 
deficit caused by the strike has been made good. In the meaq
time we can say with ~rtainty that the prices of iron and iron 
products a~e falling in America as well as in England , and 

that there is presumably no strong demand. We need not 2' ' ' 
into the tendency of prices at present, because they are only to,, 
well known. We may finally point out, however, that the number 
of bankruptcies has increased considerably , even in the United 
States, at any tmtil October (we have no da Ia for the period 
since October). 

We thus see that the present economic situat ion 'does no' 
yet warrant any presumption of a coming period of economil 
prosperity . This is hardly to be expected because- aside from th l· 
Central European and Eastern European relations which sure!) 
constitute an incalculable factor, and aside from the fact. tha 1 

as far as Central Europe is concerned, the chances for a quid 
recovery of industry and for the clearing up of the n:!l?aration 
problems, are very sl ight - the general economic situation ~ · tlw 

various countries ha s so littlr adapted 'itself to the changed . .con 
ditions brought about by the war, that these countries will hard !~ 

be able to buy larger . amounts of goods. For example. it is 



cha~a~er~agc i.ct. tna·t . in the month of December, the export of 
madiiJies· ffom "£nrtand remain~ far bolow the level of. December 
1~;' aJthougfHt~~ total export of JQ21 is somewhat greater than 
that'of.l920. ·Th•8'tshows that in the last few months of 1921, the 
demand .for mac:hine~ slackened. It is particularly interesting to 
note the gr~r·~decrease in the export of agricultural machines ; 
in fact, the 19'21 · etpl>rt of agricultural machines dropped to 
one-half of that of 1920, and to one seventh of that of 1913. The 
export . of textile machines, on the other hand, has risen con 
siderably and in 1921 it almost reached the figure of JQD. Most 
ol these machines we~e consigned to non-European couutries 
like India , Japan, China, but also to France. This shows that 
the non-European cpuntries jlre dt-veloping an independent in
dustry, which will . ~ompete with the European industry until 
!he latter adapts itself to the new conditions and needs in thest.' 
count(ies. ' 

THE LABOR MOVEMENT 
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And finally this pact contains the most shameful httrayal 
of universaL suffragt. The Social Democratic Party is satisfied 
with a "reasonable" limitation of the suffrag~, in other words 
with the confiscation of the right to vote of the poor peasants 
and the working proletarian women. 

The White Hungarian Social Democracy has always made 
common cause with the counter-revolution. Its leaders were 
members of that government that not only hanged Cornmunis~s. 
but also imprisoned and interned thousands of ordinary Soc1al 
Democratic workers. They only withdrew from this government 
when t~ armed detachements of the government began to murder 
Social Democratic leaders as well. Since then the leaders of the 
Social Democratic Party have repeatedly attempted to conclude an 
agreement with Horthy . 

Vanczak, tl~e editor of · · Ne{>za va ", off~red his "homy 
h<1nd" to Horthy 111 token of peace JUSt after h1s preden·ssor as 
~itor . Somogy1, had beeu murdere·d hy llorthy's comrades 
111 arms. 

•, 
I ' 

.,, 
' t 

'· 
New Develonments to the Hunearian 

Labor .Movement 

.~1ow the Ltadaship of tlu Hungarian Soctal Dt'fnoaatit 
f>arty will optnly and ofti rially br an nrgani c" mrmbrr nf lht' 
Hungarian counter-rtvolufion . ",'" / 

This extremely significant fact is an important miles tone r 
in the Hungarian labor-movement. . ./ 

by j o ·rf P(lJ!afly . The small clique of labor trai10rs has been forced .to Jd rmt / 
that the unanimous decision of the Party Central Comm11tee and / •• The profour~d changes il) the camp of the Hungana11 of the Executive was a11 in vain. ·1 he masses refuse to haH .. any I counter-reYoluhon whjch are forcing the various classes of the thing to do with this par tv; the) can not understan~ thi~ shawf. coun1er-revolutiol}, up till now rulers of the coun-try, into upen ful betrayal and refuse to give th~ir approval to 11. b ·en. t))e civil war, and which are dest~oying their Chrishan·l~itimist Hungarian Social Democratic Part y has never. before commt.f:tt!d ideologyJ .have also caused very profound changes in the structure such a miserable, shameful act of treason agam~t the . wor~g-of the Nungarian labor movement. dsss. Thus, it is understandable 1hat t_his has J?:•ven nse tcJ· tl~e The Horthy counter-revoluiionary system has- been forsaken gravtst crisis in its rntirf lt isror .r. fhe ~enousness o~ t.hts by its most important suppor1ers, the legitimist large lana owners crisis shows that not onl)' are the ~iun~anan . workers 1p smg and capitalists and ..the antisemitic petty-bourgeois. 11orthy and against their "leaders '', but - ·for t!Je .ftrsl time- s1n.ce the scnutter-his premier, Count Bethlen, are now employmg the celebrated revolution - that even the txtftd Sooal nnnotr'lflc [Jroup ha\e tactics of Napoleon Ill. in playin~ one party in the National protested against the present leadership of the Socia l De(nocratic Assembly agamst another and trying to balance one class against Party. For two years Garami , a-Jherent of ~h ~ Second lnter -:111other. The military absolutism. left hanging in the air, is uational and Kunfi, of the International 1 '·· ! , s ilent! ~ tolera1ed attempting to gain a foot ing in one class of society after another . all that the Vanczaks and Mia kits were doing in , :Hungary . fi rst, i1 seeks the support of the rich peasants and throws t~ Although they could find nothing clst:> tn do dur~ng a l ~·'tllt-se }:ea rs legitimist counts in pnson. then it turns to the legitimist lllilgHjites but to slin~ mud at the Co~m1un•st Party they did !l o~: sav a smgle and expels the peasant minister from its Cabinet.. Its most r(cent word agamst the trade· lin JOn bure~ucracy, l~agghnra and barga-supports are the old Tisza Party , the liberal gentry (allied to ining in the name ~1 t.he Hunganan ~orkm.i·cla, . But now Jewish finance capital) and: the Social Democratic trade-union finally they are begmmng to move. (Jaraml dec ared that he bu reaucracy. In this connection it is very significant of the cannot approve the pact with Horthy and Buchiqger state~ tha~ l)mnipotence of lhe military cligue that neither the Tisza nor the the concessions of Count Beth~en are not worttJ a cent. Kunh ~ocial Democrats have .a seat 1n the National Ass~mbly . 11ow discovers that offering the '' lwruy hands rif Labor" to the Prm;.iu Count Bethlrn has concwded a formal pact wilh bloody haud ol Horthy is desp1cable treason. f'e goes e\·en so the Social Dtmocrats. The Social Democratic Party desired to iar as to repeat the stau~men ! s ol ;he Communiifs word lor \\ ord keep the provisions of this agreement secret, but BethiE:n boasts almost to the point of plagiarism and says that ;,the Vanc~ak- l'eyer almost _ every day Jn the domestic and foreign press,'' The White clique have throu~h this pact become a .)ot'ial 'Drm Jt'T!Iltt' dt'tf!_rh· Terror in Hungary has become so mlld thai it signs ag_reements mrnt alongside of the officer detachments of 9ombos and Henas. with Sociat· Democrats". The Social Democra ti c emigrant grot,tps are influenced in According to this agreement Horthy grants all amnesty their oposition to the Hungria n Soci~l De\Docracy by_ two facts. tO each of the th6usands of political prjsoners for whom the The Peyer-Vanczak Social Democratic grgup t~as . 1h;s ltme lx'-Social Democratic .Party gives a guaranter; the holding of trayed not only the working-class but th qmg~ •ts a~ree111g to a 111eetings Is ~itt~ under police .~upuvision and several of the half amnesty the emigrants as weil. q~ram1 and Kunf1 would interdicted trad~unions are- permitted to resume. On its part soon pardon the betrayal of the workfpg-class . but th ev can?t 1he leadership of the Social Democratic Party binds itself to forgive the\r being forced out of the ;.leader~h~~ tllr?u~h th1s • orry on propaganda for the Hor(hy government in for ei~n agreement. The ~econd important fa c~ 1S the mdtgnatJon of l~e • auntrifS ~nd to employ the Second International for propaganda Hungarian .wotking-clas~ againsl l~te} prtseni parly lradt r.slup . for the territorial inh~grity of Hungary. In others words, the The Oaram1s and Kun£1s are afratd,t that 1f they do not sho:-v Hungarian White Social Democrats undertake to sing hym~ of lhat there are also Social Oemocra~k leaders wh :J oppo~e tlus praise .to Horthy and Bethien in [oreiQ'n countries. The are unprecedented tre.ason the . Hungar!~n working-.rlass wi~l finally Jetermined to renom~ce the 7QOO political prisoners whose free itself from the claws of all Soqal Democra tic decep11ons. exis tence is admitted by the Whit.e Terror itself, ·tJte thousands The shameless treason of the.deadership of the SoL'ial Oemo-

•>f intern~ workers and the 24.000 workers compeMed to report cratic Party and of the trade-uni o" .bureaucracy in every poli~ical Ja ily to the police as even the White· Terror, constrained to self. and economic question and finally 111 the H.o rthy paL~t h~s g1ven revelation, must admit. They promised to take part in the work d · · · h s 1 0 t Pa ty r•f ''natio.oal development", wbich · only means that Horthv will rise to a wid~s\>rea opposlhon ,' m t e oc•a emocra IC r and the 1rade-uruons under its influence such as has not beeu seen rnstitute military supervision in the mines and the Social Demo- ·since spring l9l9.' Tile firs/ strp ~I the ~orkus to Jh.e lrfr ":'as rrats will sef up· fbe supervisiOd of 1he tr~d~union· bureaucr~cy the cornplrtt sntrift.g of all connutwns w1 t~ tht Chnsftun Socwl· and "2'uar.ant~ ·" Jtigber production. - ists; tltt suorut is their presrfll prtparatlon for a ·brrak with The .pa'cl a~so : provides for the surrender by the Social Democr•tf of·' ttl~r "(' passivtfy ,, and for their participation in lite White Social Democracy. 
the coming .electiom. to the . National Assembly." furthermore. The transfonnation in the Hungarian working masses has they ', promise . l(r ~· \fjthdra:w · from 1he ""fJloc ·of Citizens and also set the .Hungarian Communist Party' new tactical problems. lf/ orkd$ " · \.vhiCh . threatens to berome an ever.~rowinl' danger to Up till now our party faced two problems: firs~ly the creation ~~ 

r .. 

the ·Horthy..Bethlen · system. We had reoea.te<t.lv and vi~orousty ille~a·l party organizations; se-:ondly, connecting .these orgam-pro.t~ted' :atr~inst ·the parficipatjon ol ttit; Soda I .Democrats in zahons with tile ·.opposition movement in the workm~-class: hl -. ·-·t?l'-a Blac withdhe_ bour(eoisie. and the · ._~~ciation · of Blt! frutlislry. order to solve ' t~e tarter we demanded of the Garam•-Buchmger . ::;·~·.,., · ., Now.· they .!lr.e.,. wi~~d(jWirig ~from t~ ~~t blit QJ!lY. !n order group, affilia~ed ·to the ln~emati~nal 2 ~, that they. cortUJ.I~ce :. ;- : ~~frr to enter ·fu ~tt tnucll m(>rct r~acti ary Bloc of trorthy•Bethlen- (ogethtr with. ll§. a ·detenntned. ftght for aJI those mt.ereetA ol · ::.:.~ :r- ·· Gt>lnb&'-Hejja'S!, with ·an ~in ore ahamefur ·r~nf Of· sup.. the·worRers betnyed to Horthy by the Vanczak-Peyer chque, now ,>:_' • • ~ rre~ion ~~ :~~~ · work_~rs. ,/ . . . · ~p~~g- t~e Hunga~an . ~~~~r ·movement. · ·.-.::'~ ~· 

. ; ~.:i:~ .... ~:./;; .. >-~~·<_'·.: .·:_ :: .. t~L_~.· ·. -·, ~;_;~_/::, .• i~~:C' ~~·~ji£~£~k~'~i[;_~~:::~>7~ /~. :U~ ~/ "· ::,-,_~ .:·. ~,',, ; .. f.· .. :·.':;.~:· : . · .~ ; -·~~4 " .. lJ ~.~, ,_.,. -
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.... ~· We . c~l.Jij) '. up6ii the~ -~or roltah9niti~n on the · ~si~ ot the 

. · ~ folo~tni , pr<J~raro: . . · I ; ·· · · · · 

'l 1. A fiib 1qr ~n ;t~n~,3 ty ~tef!ding to aU political prisoners. 

2 A fight for universal sutf,.ogt, for the rl&ht 'to vote of the 
poor pea~nts, :the rur.al workers and working women and 
for unrestrjcted freedom of asse·mt-ly, organization and the 
press. ' 

3. A fight for the downfall of flu Vanczak.Peyu-Miakifs pro 
Horlhy trade-union burtaucracy and the final driving out 
of these traitors from the labof tnovement. · 
If t~e Oar~is ·ana Kunfis accept fhis cooperation we will 

soon be able 't o te~r the majority of the Hungarian proletariat 
from the grip of .t!1e White Soctal Democracy. If they do not 
accept it, the {levelopment will be slower but more fundamen1al 
the do~faJt o( .. ihe Peyer.Miakits clique will carry with it 
G~ramt and Kunfi as .well. · 

The :Jntemational Seillilen's 
- Conference 

by B. Pi,rel!i. 

• • On the 11th and 12th of Jauuary an International Seamen's 
Co~1ierence called ~y the International Transport Workers' fede· 

~ation *.?Ok place. an Hamburg. Its antecedent history is very 
mterestu\g,. As 1s ·already kriown, the secretary of the English 
seame~ Hav.el~k Wils~n, ':"~ose union fomerly belo~ed to jhe 

I.T; W.r ·. left thts orgamzahon and founded a separat~seamen 's ' 

lnternal•?nal (J.S.F.) The peculi~r conditions under w~ich the 
seamen hve are such as to Jntens1fy the close corporative spirit 
among them. That ~s what Wi~son took advanta~e,.. of when he 
found~d l~e lnternat.wnal. At ftrst several or~amzations of the 
Sca.ndmavten ·countnes ~od . of Belgi~m also JOined this Inter
n~ tiona! , but these orgamzatwns remamed at the same time in the 
l.T.W.F. hen the- fight between the l.T.W.F. and the I.S.F. broke 
out. Of courS:e this fight was in no way one of principles or of 
fun.damental differences of opinion, for both ·of these or2ani 

zahoos are now as heretofore based upon the idea of -class
cooperatic;m and are opposed to the _reyolutionary dass;struggle .• 
The. confhct aro~e purely out o~ competition be.tween two bureau
crllhc. groups for t~e dominauon . of the seamen's. or.g~mizations 
.am~ ftnally reduced Itself to a quarrel bet}Veen Edo Fimmen a'lld 
the secretary of the I.S. P., Havelock -Wilson, over the control of 
the organiutions. .If w~ disregard the personal qtijl.J'rel of these 

.. t~: o leaders, the revolutionary transport workers naturally side 
wtth l."f .W.F. because under no circumstances can we suppor t the 
separat1st movements of the seamen. 

· Ano~hei·, reason for calling th is conference wa s the well 
known memorandum of the German Seamen's League. In this 
mw10r.andum t~e League calls upon aU the seamen of everv 
country to form an international organization in the interests of 
the seamen. The secretary of the l.T.W.F. therefore had to settle 
w i t~ both or tbes~ tendenCies, right and left. He succeeded in · 
hndtpg a weapo~ which he . very skilt~ully applied at the cot}r 
fereuce. At the hme when Stmnes was m London, Havelock Wil
son -cpoJ-erre(i .with _him and sought his influence in establishing 
close ·cooperatiOn w1t~ th e German seamen. '(his· is what fimmen 
took advantage of with the aid ot the re('resentatfves of the 
<Ierman trll!lsport workers in order to draw the · vadlla ting 
seamen's organizations· out of the ·J.S.F. A radical resolution 
full of revolttti~nary phrases and condemning Wilson's activity: 
was passed. f1mmen thus hoped to win over .the revolutionary 
seamen also, apd in this way to toll the plan of the German 
3tameh's League. It must be said that· ver-y few seamen partici
pated . in .this conference; the largest English ~ French and ltaliau 
organtntlons were ·not present . As for the German seamen, 
only the Sea~en's .section of the Oerm~n · :rrans~ort · Workers' 
League took pari, and to our knowledg"ei tb1s ·sechon comprises 
only · a small p:Grtion of Hre German . seamen. The German 

·S~.men's . League, ttre · revolutiona~y syndicalist organization; 

wli1~h at present bas a membershtp of over 12,000, was·· not 
admJtted to the ··conferenre.- Under these . circumstances .Fimmen 
wo4l(l _-perhaps have succeeded in winning an apparent vi_dory 
over . the left arid rijht o~a'hization. But this w.as prevented by 

the a~vity of _the lnte~~t10nal T1iaq.sport Workers' . Propa~anda 
Comnuttee .w~tch had Jomed the Red Trade Union International. 
At the reque~~ of the International Propaganda Committee of the 
Transport ·Workers the repre~ntatives of tlie 'Aff.Russian Trans. 
portahon Workers' League; of the Bulfarian transportation 
workers and those of the German Seamen's eague were delevated 

to this conference. Th~ three organizations represented. twice 
a~ many tr~nsport w~rkers than did ~be whole rooferenq~. ' 
Fmune:n Iarew· onl}' too wen that should these representativ~ .. • 
parlicipate -in . the oonfert>nc:e,. he would not be able. to carry out 

_ .. _· 

his pliua . ~hicb .IO~iht to ~-t ·~.~ .. ~~,,.Lea ue 
He thc:reiQre ,mp.ved that theseA.&,.tee .,aboUld not ~ ~ admffte<i 
to th, ~nter~. ~der lhe- _prete.t . t~t · it waa .\ .. cOnference of 

member.-organaJ&hons eX.clustvely, &ltd that e.ueats wue not t() 

be admitted at aU. He succeeded with t&is manoeuvre lllso bu I 

he will fin~ it miihty ~ard now .to camouflage the ~ctual splitting 
plans of Amsterdam With the phrases of ·tbe resoluhon whtch wa ~ 
passe~ at th~ conference. , .· · 

. The delegates lrom ~he~ oreani~tions wmch were 110 , 

ad':"&tted to the conference aasqed · the f~llowiog . call in the revo 
luhonaty press of Hambur2: 

TraJiaportadon Workera of an Countries! 

. Th, T.rade Union spfit~rs are ·at work! It we 
examute the press of those organization.s which· belong to 
tlte Amst~rdam I'nternalionaJ, we become aware of the 
.fact that more than one·haH of its content deals with the 
su~poeed wish· to split on the part pi · the Red Trade 
Unaon International. Very little time is therefore left to 

· th~.r_g~os of the Amsterdam Trade Union· Movement for 
·the \.eal fight against capitalism. The millions of readers 

·. of ~e Jab?r press, w_bo are thus daily and ho.urly told 
tb~ stones, ~uct actualJy believe ·that the ~R.e<t Trade 
Uo~on . l~t~nat1onal was created ·for no other purpbse 

· than dayadmg- the worker-s, cor1f~ing them and dea ving 
their organizations. apart. · 

· B.ut what is reaJiy the .. . truth, of tHe tna tter ? 
Wherever and whenewer . i tuting situatio)l comes up, 
and_· '!'e- do .not s~k here of ·empty p~rasemongering, 
~e- see that the very same rentlenten who lronr morning 
hit ni~t are .accusing us of wanting .io split the workers 

-and Who continually. talk ot 'the ~aty of an united 
was_\.· ~he ~ A~sterd~mers. who thw~r.ted the · sincerest 
endeavors w1th thetr des1re for A splat. . · 
.. . . A. Jrood · exampJ~ and J).roof . 9l this is the present 
s&t~at~on tn france. .1'~ere the gr~l ~jorify .of th~ trade
untoptsts ~e~ ap~p~t the -split. This unequi~l w.ill 
of ._the ~J.dntf. wbf~ was embo~ied in the left .wing 
of the · fr~_PI - . rade·nmon movement, was overridden by 
the a<Ute.r:en1i of the Amsterdam wing. It .was comrade 
LoZOll$k1, the. ~eneral secretary of the Red Trade· Union 
~·~~nata.o~alf who p~~PQ~ to Amstel'~am to cooe_erate 
m ·prev~U~ the split an the Prench trade·unions. · tJut· it 
was ffi~ ·- Ainsterdam&rs who th'warted the sin~rest' 
ende'\V0r'8 With fh~i.r desire for a ·split. , . 

J\nofi!e.- ~x.Upple ot .how Jh~ shout~rs for unity ~~ 
the trad~.n movement· actuaUy ptre.Yent such unity is 

. the. ~Q~~~ ot'}ht Jntern~tio,~l .Tranaporf Woric:ers 
wh1Ql ~~ J~t '!dJ9l1J"ned tn H.emburg., A small group 

_ ol ~rad~ui\•Q.I\ ~eaders come togelhei, and wanj to make 
the wo~d behev~ that they represent the Transport 
W<?rke,rs lnternaflonat Isolated from· the world, and 
beh·and clos~ -doors, this smaU group convenes and is 
absolutely dtsreg-arded by the seamen of most countries. 
The r~presentatlves of large orgai:til8tions which could 

. nave 1en1 this puny convention ·the chara~ter of a . real 
congress,, were ~ot admitted. A. rc;pr~entative ol the 
.~n Seamen s League, which represents the great 
m&Jonty of 'German Beamen , was refused admission. The 
represen~tives of the Bulgarian Transport Workers, 
who made ~he long trip to .Hatnburi in order ·to oon~r 
with .. lhe c6Jnra4fs of other ~ountn,,es uP<>n ways and 
means ,of. halting the npitalist offensive, were not ad
miHe<!. The same _thing happened to-the authorized r-epre
sentative of the Ali.Russian Transport Workers' League. 

In this manner the gentlemen, who never tire of 
·ascribing to us the infentioo of causing a split every day 

' and every hour override the will of the millions of trans
port workers .for the establishment of a united front. In 
this man_nf!r .they do·.everrtaing to pre'Vent the realization 
of an uDJted proletanan will. The reasons for thP~e actions 

~ ~orne dear to every tr'-"sporl worker. To these gentle
me~ i! is .only 'l q~tion oJ , Jeta.ining .their quickty 
yamahmg &p(luence. : They kdi;lw very well that the 
moment the Red Trade Union lnternahona.J succeeds ' in 
gettin1r into closer connection · with the trade-union mem
~r~, _\heir regime and their influence will be: a thing of 
the past. . · , 

·~ Tnn.epon Workers of the World! 
· We stunmon you to· protest against. th.is inteqtionaJ 

sabotage · of the ·united proletarian front. Sho"' th.~ 
t>oyootlers of the united front that you wt.ll no longer 
permit them to override your. efforts· for a ·united , froal 
Qf transport workers. Tel} the· •materdamers . dJtezr~ 
minedly: ' 1 Up to this point but·.oo· fui11Mrr!" Orilf . .y'aa,.-.. 



·owl} will can compe the Amsterdam trade-union leaden 
to• carr-y out your en_P.ea vours for a united front o[ all 
transport workers, an<J it is your own will that can drive 
tftem out if they refuse to stop their sabotage. 

· The German Seamen's League. 
All .Russian r ranspo~t Workers' Union. 

Bulgarian Transport Workers ' Uuion . 
01 ·course the International Propaganda Committee oi 1hc 

Red Transport Workers will expose the plans of the Amster
damers and the masses of transport workers and seamen will 
know what to do with their lenders. We hope to be able to 
call an International Tran~port \Vorke rs ' Conferen~e in the near 
future. .\t this conference the seamen of all countries will be 
able to discuss and carrv out the organizali ~Hl measures Jlecessary 
fo v the creation of a professional seamen's international organi · 
zation within the Transport lnternational. 

On the Eve of the Coneress of the 
Italian Syndicalist Untoq. 

by Pippo. 

IN THE INTERNATIONAL I 
The Sttuntfon in the Frendl Party 

by P. Vaillani-Couturiu (Paris) . 
• • It is wron~ to spea k of a crisis in the Freuch Party. The 

!ruth is, that the Situation created at Tours was si,mply cleared 
up at the Congress of Marseilles, and the resignatibn of Loriot , 
1 rcint, Amedee Dunois and mysel f ha ve been an effort at clari
fication not at scl~swn. The Congress of ,\\arseilles waa divided 
into two parts, one the discussions and the vote upon the theses. 
the other devoted to considHations of general p()licy and tlie 
nominating of . the Central Committe~ There is little to say 
of the first part . The debates proceeded quieily - often ·showing 
1 t markablc proof of personal efforl on the part of the little known 
mililaqt s. Thus the discussions of the agrariau theses, profitable 
to all, re~aled a keen vitality among the peasant sections of the 
!'arty, furnishing the latter a solid foundation for recruiting and 
pro\)aganda . A surprising divergence of views was revealed 
dur ng the discussions of the theses on national defense, but this 
will certainly surprise our foreign C'OntrJdes more than our
s-elves - alas! In a few weeks th~ Congress of the Italian Sy ndica list 

Union (U.S.!.) will take. e_lace. As our comrades already ~ :now , Fulfilliu~ a long felt 11ced, a number of theses wue voted 
the U.S.I. has joined the R~ Trade Union International, though on.the trade-umon~. on woman la hor, on ag rarian propaganda, on 
'in~ somewhat unclear and uncertain manner . from the position the cooperatives , on national defense and on f.>lectoral policy. 
tnal A. Borghi, .General Secretary of the U.S.!., has taken lately ,. The second part of the Coo~ress was -rar less sa tisfactory. it can be assumed without necessity of further llroof that he would The most complete obscurity prestded at the debates on general like 1o see the 'Red Trade Uni9n lnternationa on the rocks. poftcy aud the voting for the Central Committee. for a very 

A ·few month s ago, after the Moscow Congress, the Cou- small minority ou the Left and the Right , the aims were clear. gr~ss delegates of the U.S.I., iti conjunctlou with Comr~des In these. circumstances victory would be on the side of those who Oennari and Terracini1 issued a de<-lara lion in which they would take the initiative and thus irupose their witl on the pledl{ed themselves on their retum to · Italy to concentrate their disordered mass of delegates.' 
acti~tties on influencing the U.S.I. to adopt the proposition of One may truly say that this part llf the Con£'ress was in the Italian Communi 1 P5rty conceming t.he building of . the romplete obscurity. The common error, deliberate or unwitting, 
upited proletarian front. However. hJrdly had these elected of the various tendencies, was to do nothing tha t might throw 1 ~presentatives returned to Italy. when the General Secretary of ligh t on the situation . I tried, 011 my part, t~ define with in-the U:S.l. began a series of speeches in which he d1d ·nothing but dulgence what 1 considered the spirit of the RiRht, a neritage sling mud a I the men and institutions of Soviet Russia. from the old Party, and thus invited a debate of idea,s. frossard: 

. In contrast to this, the Syndicalist Vecchi, the secretary of l was sorry to see, refused to follow me on this ground. the Ye'?~a Chamb~r of Labor, has consistently foug~t to have the ThenCt'forth all surprises were to be expected. The debates U.S.l.. 1om M<;>scow unreservedly , and to have 1t adoft the 011 poliq were hidden behind the discussions on a single in-proposal of the Italian Communists. The 11 Jnternationa ", the dividuld: Boris Souvarine. In this narrowed debate the gui<ling organ of the Verona Syn?icalists, wrote the following on this lines of policy were soon entangled. How could a delegate little rropos~l : - informed on party matters realize, after all he had been told, 
"Concerning the proposition of the general strike, we wish that hy electing Loriot with a large majority to the Central to say ~that a part of the Communist Party has obtained declara - Committee, and by excluding Boris Souvarine from it. . he was tion_s· of approval in large numbers from_ the masses of revolut - voti ng at the same tin~ for and against the same pol icy'? 

-L And how could he find his bearings in voting a motion ionary workers. And how .are we rea.lly to get out of our present which maintened Boris Souvarine - in the Executive at Moscow 
miserable situation·~ after having excluded him from the Cen tral Committee of the 11 There are two way~:>. The first is to follow the lead of french Party while therf.> wa s nothing he could be reproached the federation of Labor, and, in part, of the Socialist -Party, to with as 111ember of the Central Commit tee-- heing attacked only put· the Chamber of Deputies in a position to influence the le~al as delegate to the Executive? 
powers according to their ideas, and to obtJlin an armistice Wtth Where could this delegate ser 3 powerfu l leadersh1p in a the now dominating F'ascist i. The second way is the contr~ry Central Committee comprising a 1 one t~nd the sa me time old method of forcing the fight against the fascish to an issue, and Communists and allies of the eleventh hour who fought stubbornly of using. as weapons only those m~ans .that caJI be drawn from against us at Tours? , the natijral ~trength of the prole lana t ''. 

'Relative to affiliation to the Red Trade Union Inter- Most of the delegates at Marseilles ~arried away with them the impression of some nightmare, ft:eling themselves victims of national, the following ·observa·tion of the same paper should be passion-cr~ated manceuvres wh~h they did not understand. 
noted: . Nothing was more natural than our desire after the ex-

. .H · w~ read in . the last number of the .. Proletarian ,, elusion of Souvarine to shed light on this lasting· obscurity. We (Chicago), that the representative of the l.W.W. to the Berlin had been a minority in the outgoirtg Central Committee and were Congress of the Opposition of the Revolutionary Sy.ndicalist beaten 011 every important question that came up 111 the last thrt:e ln_ternatiq.nal, .has been oP.en~y repudiated by the Executive Com- months. One may approve' or condemn the mel hod we chose _ 
lllltfee of, the l.W.W. · · · · · · · 1hat of resigning. That is a matter of Ol'iuion. What is more im-

ln every number of this paper there are polemics against portan~. however. than our attuude al Mar~lles is _our attitude the "Class Struggle", the central organ of the Italian Syndicalis.t during the months to come. Those who restgned thmk that the Union,. which prints the anti.:Bolsbevik utterances .of A. Borg.hi. _ Central Committee of the Party is more homogenous without 
for us Comunists the Congress is ·made inte~sting by the them. · It represents better the tendency made evident at the iact that there are .two diiferenl' tendencies ~ithiiJ the camp of tJ\e - Congress ' of Marseilles. · 

which will uncompromi-singly clash when · they come toietber a~ . We · ardently hope that its attitude will deceive our. ~p-the eon terence: · · .-:. • ·· , prehensions 1fnd we an: all ~eady to aid it in the truly Com-
There are: perhaps,· so1tae who expect a split, its, fur in- . munist policy which it pretends to follow. : . . . · stance, Enrico Malatesta, who has placed the- . anarchistic We wan-t before all else a strong and achve InternatiOnal~ · ·_ . . orgao- "Umanita Nov'a'• at Borghi's servic.e. We Wf\Dt no spijt. . ai1 international. disciplined Communist Party. We do dot desire, .· · : We . .only ·.want -the adoption of Vecchi's standroint; so that the as some others do. -to u annex tomorrow tlu lnttrnatianq/. to the · , .. lta'lian Syndicalist Union can finai.ly join the .Qenerai ·Confeder-.. Frtnth Par.iy '' . ·we consider thjs · plea sin try UJ\Worthy of a · -'•.;: ation af il:.aoor., in ord~r 'that I tne . s~~icalists :and ·eo~uoists . Communist. . . ·. . . :·: ca~:· ·con'quer >the leading _'OTS{anf~tions ·of the I tal~ prqle- · , . ~ ~s w~<J O!fll~~ed ~ke fherr pla~e m tbe »ank!l -~;· ... -. t~t-· and, cle.an$e-~.them :·of aU:the- '·btckeys of the·· ttan.n hour..- -.· ·not.m .. order to taunch into stenle persona~ pole;mtea, bf.lt ¥a _.order -·.·:' .• ~i~ie;J~~ch · ·a~vD'A,ragtm~~ ai1d· B•Jdtsi. ..... ,:! . :'·' to·"make their ~wn atti~; _Qlore precise. and to . w~rlc · ~ut.,.o1 t~e 

. . ~ .. 
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·., ' '" limelight, · but: s'tubbonily ; tow~rd the deveiQprnent of a th.toret~al 
··' J)bil ·eJf ·which the ParJy ·'slands in great need. _ · · 

) d ··· The Communjs't Party remaJns ·atronger' and n'lo're· wtrted 
than ever-the vanguard of tfJe proletariat for the difficult h.ours 

. fbaFare approaching. 

; .. 
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, ·. ~oyfets 8Uil ~-~ovte.t Conetease~ 

Who Governs Russia 'l 
t,y X .. . . ·(Moscow). 

• • The niue All-Russian ·Soviet Congresses mark im,portant 
stagetWn the development- of the ·Russian .Revolutidn. · · 
. II is useful to iopica te their pr-incipa I characteristics and 
~~u . 

first Concreas ( 13- t 4 July, 19i 7). 

1090 de!egates, 822 )Yith a deciding vote, 268 w1~h a consul-
taJive voice.· Socialist R~volutionaries: 585; Mensheviks: 248; 
Bol.sheviks: 105; lnt.ernationalists: 32; United 'Social. Democratsc 
10; . jew~~h Bund: 10; Plekhanov Group: 3; Soci-.list Populists: 
3; :LabQrites: ~; Anflrchist Col11{11unists: I. · . 

~l • 1 • Resolutions adoeted: 9n tlle financial ·r~ources of the 
: r · , ' ~4viet4~ on t,he Bolshevtk ruanifestatior:~s; on the Congress; Ot1 ·the 
: ~;. , ~1~itu9e t~ards the ·Pcrovisipnal Oovernmtnt; on the al'rarian 
';

1
',• · - queation -apd land-committees; on the Ukraini{ln question; on 

;---, ~ an~semitism; on the war.· 
f..' · 
,..,. . . Second Congress ·(26-27 October, 1917). 

i · · 676 delegates, the 'majori1.Y being Bolsheviks ~~ Left 
~· Socialist Revolu.,tion~ries. 
"·' ~ ·.SeJzure ol Power. 

.. . 

'. 

i. 
I . 

·' 

·.·. 
r 
,'7• 

"• . . 

Resolutions on the Workers' and Peasants1 Oovermnent; 
~pea~; on land 'so~ali1ation; ·o!J the ~bolition of capital puni~h
ment; or: . the formatton of an army by the Revoluhon·ary Com. 
mUtees. · · ,. 

Third Congre&a (tO January, 1918). 
· Over 1000 · delegates, ~hidly Bolsheviks and Lett Social 

Revolutiortarles. . 
Dissolution of the Con~tituent A!.?sembly approved. 
Declaration of the Rights of tabor adopted. · 

four~ Conrrus (Sp~cial session - March 14, 1918): 
..- Over 1000 deleg-ates. Bolsheviks: 64 % . 

Ratification of 'he Brest-Litovsk Treaty. 

f.ilth Congress ( 4 -10 J \4,1y, 1918). 
H 16 deciding votes. Bolsheviks: 773; Left Social Revolu

tionaries : 353; Right Social Revolutionaries: 1; M-aximalists: 17; 
. Auarchists: 4; lntemationalists (Social Democrats): 14: Dashnak : 

1 ; ·non-party: 10. 
Insurrection of the Left Social Revo1uti<>naries. 

, R~solutions on the policy of food proviRioning: ·requisitions. 
formation of detachments for food provisioning; -on the organiza 
tion of tfJe Red Army~ on the Sov~t Constitution. 

Si1t Co'ncress (6-9 November~ 1918). 
<h4 dedsive~votes. Communists: 829; Communist-Socia

lists: 71; Communist-Revolutionaries: 2; Commun~t-~ulists: 2; 
Maxi,(llalists: l; Social Revolutionaries: o; non.party :' 3. 

Offer oi _peace to the Entente. Amnesty. · . 
Resolution on .the German Revolution; on revolutionary 

legaltty; on local Soviet administration (Committees of poor 
p~asants an~ ~ural Soviet.3). 

· ~~eofb, Conlt"elis (S-10 Dec., tQI9) . 

1066 dedsi ve and nM consultative vot~s . Immense Com-
munis! majority . · · · ' · 

. Appeal to the Red Army. (In connection' with ·the v_ictories 
gaintd on all fronts). Resol4tions on peace; . on oppressed 
nattonalities; on the ex;clusiop of friedrich Adfe.r; oo ·foOd provi
si9•~ing; on the fuel Cf'isis, on Soviet enl1ghte~ment. A.ppcils to 
tht CGssacks and peasants. · · · 

I • } 

Eight CoogrtSs (Zl-29 Dec., 192()). 
l'n,8 decisiv.e votes, 80'} consultative .Votes. '
Decisive votes : Comnu.111i~ts : 1641; .non-party: 114. 

Appeal to 1he workers on tne transition to ·the ·work of 
feace. Message to th~ Red A nny; ResolutiOn on the reduction 
of the Red Army. Aodress to the transport workers. Treaty 
be~.een th~ Soviet Rep_ublks of ~ussia .and Ukr~\J;la . . Ra,oh.iti~n.s 
on ~non'Uc conferences; on Sovset enhghtenrnertt; oo th~ parti<:J
-pation of women in ihe work of agriculturai reconstruction; ' on 
the ~stablishment of rural economy. · Decree ori Jarre industry. 

. . "' . ... :' .:. : ' ·_.· ·.• . . ' 

Decree .ordering the fusion of v~~io~s l~l' ec(;.o~ . ~~~a~s. . 
_ . finally the Ninth Congress whfch · o~ oo :the 24th of 
Oe~r. 1921. Present 1819 delegates. among -.fhem "J69o.-Con1. 

muntsis. · · ·· 

. ln. 1921 (first half) the E~e(;uti've Gonunittees of th-e Rus. 
stan Sovtels were COfJlposed as follows: 

Men 
Women 

By Professi,oo. 
-Peasants 

Workers 
Clerks 
Miscellaneous 

By Political 'ofraoization. 
Cvmmunists 
Non-Party 
Other Parties 

By O~gree of fducatiorL 
Scbool education 
Hirher education 
llli1erate 

Provinces 
~5.1 

4.9. 

35 ... 9 
31.2 
26.0 

Sl ,$) 

74.7 
25.3 

0.0 

7».0 
20.3 
0.7 

Districts 
97.8 
a.2 

63.2 " 
14.4 . 

•16.2 
6.2 

41.6 
58.3 
0.2 

80.8 
16,5 .... 
, 2.7 

During the first half of 1921 
gresses were held in -all Russia. . 

prO"V_incia I a11d districl 

Their compositi0.1 was as follows (in %) : 
Urban 

Provinces Rural Districts Districts 
• (II • 0' U l 

0 .o 10 ' 

Workers 35.4 27.2 43.9 
Peasants 15A 29.5 10.7 
Clerks 29.H 24.5 26.8 
Doctors 1 ~ ~ 1.1 ' 2.4 
Lawbets 0.9 0.1 ·o.o 
Ttac ers H.'7 7.1 3.9 
Technicans 2.8 1.3 ' 2.0 
Students a.7 3.8 4.9 
Miscellaneous 2.'7 5.4 5.4: 

.•. 
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THE RED TRADE UNION 
.INTERNATIONAL 
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. . , .A Tele~iain . ..· , . 
from the R. T. U .. l. io· .the Amsterdam 

Trade Union . Iotematfoi)al . 
Amsterdam International Trade Union federation 

Ou~eest. 

The conclusion of your lelegram received. Your· .refusal 
to participat~ in ap International Conference Joflowing ,_the Unil ) 
CQngress of the French tra~e-unions only pr'ov.es that 1htr.Arnster
dam lntema'tiona·l does not want unity but fears it. A.s for u 
we believe that an af'reement is · po~Jsible- ire ~rance -i- Jiow mort' 
than ever <\n the basts oi fne drosions Of , the tJq_ity, Conl!res!' 

· si~ed: · f:ozoy~ky . 
- r-- -·.-

The Executive Committee o( the 
R. T. U. I. to the Swedtsh SYndfcalists 
Dear Comrades. 

**Your organization will shortly hold a referenduril <•!I 

whether or not to participate in the ihternationa.t trade-unio:1 
movement. We hold that it is essential 1o explain thoSe 'misunde1 
sandings that have arisen among some of you in r~ard .to thL' 
decisions of t~e R.T.U.J. Congr-ess and shall do so· ih thi&". let1e1 

Some, of the active participants in the Swedish tra4(!-uoi ol ; 
movement advocate the v1ew that an inteft\a'tional ~~~f~tion col 

revolutionary unions is not so imperatjve a!f ~t · ~s ma~ .out .,to t)t:. 

While not !{4insaying the importance of .11 Sl1ch a_ {eQer~tioo, ihe1 
do not constder it as a v.ita1 necessity and ~~ ·~sentiaJ preli~j'na P 
of ~ successful revolui10nary struggl(, agd · th~refore :prefer t• ) 

remain aloof within t~eir frontiers. This conception ·constituH' ' 
in our opinion a gross error, which seriously. ~P.dkaps the rev• · 
Jutionary movemeJ~t even . within your country. ' · 

; International consolidation of the bourg~is for~s hM aJH·r 
tbe war proCeeded very . rapidly . In spite of' the irreconcilabk 
cll'shing interests !he decay of Capitalism has caused . ~hroug_hout 



th~ ~;r~:. tJ\e caPitalists of all cowitries are united wh~n it comes 
to pe~_tuatmg - the state of boudage the proletariat is living 
under:·lbe .swiflly S(?Teading offensive of the caPitalists represents 

~ . an inte?.atlonal ~ction on the part of the bourgeoisie, following 
everywhere the one road towards the one aim. The bourgeoisie 
endeavor~ to exploit the disrupted state of the labor movement 
~nd the treac~eroqs demeanor of the reformist leaders in an 
~ttem~t at takm·g away fro~ the proletari~t. the initiative and 
re pealing those petty concessrons the bourgeotste had been obliged 
to concede· under the pressure of the labor movement. Thus, the 
bourgeoisie hopes to lower the standard of living of the prole
tariat and chain the famish"fd and desperate workers to the chariot 
11f unheard-of exploitation. 

The economic dependence of various countries upon each 
other ha~ also been strengthened - a factor ~ccounting for the 
general character of the present economic crisis. This crisis does 
llOt stay within the frontier of a given country, but affects one 
land after the other, everywhere causing unemployment and want. 
:~nd an inteusificati~n o.f cla.ss,antagonism. Th~ bourgeoisie with 
due - regard to th1s s1tuatron has everywhere adopted tactics 
directed by its united determination and its uniform aims. 

He is merely a hopeless Utopian who maintains that under 
1hese circumstances a revolutionary battle can be fought to a 
successful finish by anything but a closely welded international 
organization. No' matter how determined and well organized the 
40.000 Swedish workers in your orgailiz.ation - their battles are
but so much waste of energy and bound to fail, if conducted 
outside of an international organization. · 

What is an organization capable of warding off the attacks 
uf Capitalism and of leading the proletariat in further struggle!; 
like? . 

It appears that in you1· ranks there are no adherents of 
the Amsterdam Trade Union International. Your organization 
was, if we mistake not. called into life because the revolutionary 
workers despaired of the policy of their reformist leaders who 
preached the community of interests between Capital and Labor 
instead of advocating a determined class struggle alike on a 
11ation~l and on an intemational scale. 

There are, however, also certain doubts making } UU hesitate 
to affiliate with the R.T.U .J. which unites the entire re..,olutionary 
movement. 

Some of you are still fighting shy of the struggle for the 
dictatorship of the proletariat which constitutes the starting point 
of the program of the R.T.U.l. Such comrades think of the term 
"dictatorship" as of something absolute, something that never 
varies, no matter who ist exponents -·- the landed tn\eresls , the 
bourgeoisie or the proletariat;they maintain that to strive for 
power. is a noosenS(! contradicting the very principles of syndi
calism. We think it superfluous to deal at length with and con
tradict opinions such as these which are apparently very revo
lutionary but upon closer examination reveal their altogether 
reactionary tendency . We merely wish to point out one thing. 
The Socialist system will know no state. But in order to cope 
in the coming struggles with the despera1e resistance of the bour
geoisie, which will mobilize the whole state apparatus in this 
str uggle, and in order to win through to Socialism, there is no 
other way than to seize that state apparatus and use .it to stren~
then the proletarian dictatorship during the transitional period . 
Not to acknowledge this means to· play the game of the bour
geoisie and withhold from the proletariat its arms. Most of the 
syndicalists in all countries have recognized the imperative neces: 
sity for the struggle for the dictatorship. And we must say here 
OI!Ce for all: he who has not yet gained this insight has become 
hidebound with the old formula and will Jearn nothing from the 
tremendous social upheaval mankind is undergoing at present. 

But even among those syndicalists who have inscribed the 
!ilogan of the dictatorship upon their banners, there are differences 
or opinion as to ways and mea·ns to that end. The questions of 
the mutual relations between !he Comintern and the ·R.T.U.I. on 
one h~md and those between the revolutionary trade-unions and 
the Communist Parties on the other are heatedly debated. Here w.e 
must do away ~ith a mi~un~erstanding which ~s the prindpal 
reason why_ vanous syndtcahsts assume a scephcal attt!ude to
wards the R.T.U.I. The decisions of the ~.T.U.I. Congress do 
not demand that the revolutionary trade-unions movement be sub
urdinated under the Communist Parties, and the inlernational 
organi~tioo under U1e Communist Parties, nor have sue~ ten
dencies cropped out in the course of the entire activities of the 
R.T.U.l. A dependence such as that exisfs neither formally nor 
in actual mutual relations. The resolution of the Congr~s (which 
~ the basis of the misunderstand~ng) speaks merely of the ncces-

~~ ty for as close as possible union ·between all proletariap forces 
111 their revolutionary sfr'uggle, which union involves rigid cen
tralizati~ and organi.z~tional unity betweep the various bodies 
of revolutionary labor, viz. the Communist . Parties and tlJe R~ 
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Tr~de Unions. In the centre this bond has been established by 
rectprocal representation on the · Executive Committees of both 
bod1es. In various countries the forms of conununication have 
been adapted ~o local circl!ms.tances and the prevailing situation. 
Can a r~voluhouary synd1cahst! fully C?nsciol¥1 of the necell8ity 
for a umted struggle for the d1ctatorsh1p, senously complain o{ 
such arrangements? The Communist Parties and the revolutio
nary trade-union movement differ both in ref!!'ard to thrir organi
zational .forms and t.heir membership. Tbe1r aim, 1however- the 
C.om~untst System-1s the same and their battles follow the same 
dJrectlou. Can tbey who are confronted with on@ united front of 
ad.versaries conduct their actions independent of each other and in 
tht~ manner render them useless if not worse? Ev.ery rev o
lutton.ary worker will answer in the negative, his revolutionary 
expen ... nce and prev~ou.s defeats urging him to thnt answer . ft 
would mcteed be a cnnunal waste of the energies of labor . And if 
the acknowledgment of that connection calls for certain alJer
allons in syndicalist procedure as practised for years - is ::1 

co urse such as thaI not essential in view of the exPeriences of 
rt ent ~ears, as for 111stance the war, the Russian and Gtrman 
Revoluttons anJ thf' rt>eenl defeats you have suffered in vour battle 
with Capital ·~ -

Another th iug 10 startle the Swedish syndicalists is til~ 
uecision of our .congress in regard to the factics to be employed 
111 .the trade-unton struggle. You have left the 2eneral trade
unton movement of Sweden on account of its reformism. Your ·are 
experiencing difficulties in comprehending the decisions of the 
C~mgress on the nece~sity of winnin~ the trade-unions by working 
wtth!n them. You thmk !hat to affiliate with the R.T.U.I. would 
mean to acknowledge internationally principles wihch you have 
repudiated nationally. 
. . To some of you it eveu appears that our activities are pro-

~· 1dJ~1g the Amsterdam International with an occasion to bring 
~Is mfluence to hear upon the R.T.U.l. from within; the same 
1nfl.uence you endeavored to escape from by forming your organi
~atJOn. The contrary 1s the case. Not Amsterdam is bringing 
Influence to bear upon us by means of the old trade-unions are 
littl~ by little conquering the Reformist fortress from within. The 
maJonty ol om Cougress held the view that the re\·olutionary 
elements should not leave the millions of workers organized in the 
old trade-unions to the devices of their reformist leaders. We are 
tire~essly carrying our propaganda into thos trade-upions, ex
posmg the .treache~ou.s bu~eaucracy and directing and organizing 
the revoluhonary llldlgnat!Dn of the masses. It is manifesi that 
i11 countries where (as ror instance in Sweden) apart from the 
refom1ist unions there exist closely welded revolutionary organi
zations which are in close contact with the masses. there can bt' 
no question of dissolving such organizations. The R.T.U .l. 
follows attentively , and takes a lively interest in the ·growth of 
vour organizatiou, and is prepared to assist you with all means 
at its dJsposal. The necessity, however, for collecting all revO
lutionary elements in a given country, as dwelt upon above: 
renders it necessary that the R.T.U.I., 111 accorc!;lnre with the de
risions of its Congress, insist upon the necessi1y for the inde
pendent revo(utionary organizations keeping in close touch with 
the revolutionary opposition within the old 1 rade-unions. It 
depends upon the local conditions whether or not this cQUiact 
shall lead fo establishing joint committees of actiou or appointing 
commissions to solve certain tactical probl~ms; or adopting other 
forms of coqperation. Tht!se problems must be solved by your
selves, together with represe11latives of the opposition . The fun 
damental difference between our lnternati01tal and the reformist 
federations is that we do not unite the workers' organiza!JOtlS in 
01 der to improve our sotJr(eS ·of iuformation or to adopt word ) 
resolutions on international solidarity, but with a view of getting 
them together for connected action in accordance with a uniform 
laclical plan . Dfiferences of opinion on tact ical -1uestions clitnot 
and should not be allowed to interfere with the 11nited front, 

That is the true p:trpose of those points u1 our policy tl) 
which you object . 

Just as in o1her countries, in Swe-den Ca1 ·tal is preparing 
for an offensive. The Swedish employ~rs unite i11 order to ;,tttack 
the workers irrespective of what organization they may belong 
to. The offensive is carr ied on with a view oi reducing the aJ. 
ready low wages, extendiu~ the working hours and abolishing ·all 
those small advantages the Swedish· proletariat - has battled for 
dl:ring tho last ten years. Under these circumstances it behooves 
the revolutionary vanguard of the Swed,sh workers to ward off 
the first onslaughts and march at the. bead of othe army of defense. 
The broad masses of the Swedish .syndicalist organizations are 
permeated with the revolutionary and interuationalist spirit. 
Hence we hope· thai in the forthcoming referendum you. wil~ .. vote' 
for the unity .of the re.\'oluHonary phalanx of all workers • .. Jt 
depends upon yollf·. vote whether or not the syncUcaliat ori!lili-. 
zations will become small ~rlan iroups, sure to .be defeated iJ% 

· '· 
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ot-"their · revolutionary teotiltleht, ·or ;w U1 johf Ul~·. migbtf tide 
·_ ~he Red trade Unions gettin.J ev,i-jrwbeie read)' for 'ba'ttle 

.. _aiaanst tbe common enemy. ' -. · · 
· . ..~.d.eny t~ !lecessity for i~tem,tion•J Udity would be equal 
· to co,mnutt10g suac1de. The stenle en,deavors of the Berlin Con

'- _ ft7Pce to create a Syndicalist ln.t~atiou.al would rpean, as has 
·· . " a~y ~ . stated by one . of your, !=Qnlrade~, to declare war upon 
· .. ~ .. Mpscow; 1t would cooshtute a -crtme agamst the united front of 
. ' - a~t .revolutionary workers. . - • . 
:·,. , . To affiliate with the R.T.U.I. means a consolidation of all 
S· fQr,-;es, both within your country and thrpu~hout th.e world a-step 
iti on. th~ road to Victory. The decision rests with you. We, h~wever, 
: r t~st ·IJ.!at your class instinct and unity will· guide you upon the 
,. nght road. 
·, 

~ · For the Executive Corrunittee of the Red Trade 'Union lntematinal 
uizovsky, General-Secretary. 

~'. I "THE woMEN'S M"ovEMENT 
1 

The A~tivity of the BerllnSub.-Bureau 
of the International Women's 

Secretariat 
by Hertha Sturm. 

•• At the initiative of the Second Women 's World Con~ress 
in Moscow last summer --a su~bureau of the lnternattonal 
Women's Secretariat was created in Berlin in order to support 

r·· the actj¥ilies of the Moscow Secretariat. 
i The political leadership of the international women's move-

menit the decision on fu1~amental problems, the starting of inter
nat.ional actions. remained of course in the hands of the Inter
national Women's Secretariat--which carries on all its activities in 
close coo~ration with the Executive Committee of the Communist 
International. The tasks of the sub-bureau• were mainly of an 
organizational and technical character. It had to gather and 
to .a-rrange reports and material on the Communist women's move
ment of the various sections of the Communist International and 
so send them to the International Women's Secretariat. · Further
more it had to fumish all sections in the various countries with 
material, directions and decisions from Moscow and to supervise 
the putting into r.ractise of the theses and resolutions of the lnter-

·national Women s Congress and of the World Congress of the 
Communist International. Tlius the sub-bureau was to be the con
necting link between Russia, both the h~art and the brain of the 
Wprld Revolution, and the West European countries. By scru
tinising the actual state ahd the 4evelopment of the Communist 
women's movement in the western capitalist countries and by 
fumishin~ concrete knowledge of conditions i't had to create a 
boad sohd basis for the future , activities of the international 
women's movement. 

How far these tasks have been fulfilled by the Berlin Sub
Bureau will have to be decided by the Thtrd International 
Women's Congress. Though the achievements may seem small 
compa.r-ed to the immense amount of work which still remains to 
be done, though ihe part of the Berlin Sub-Bureau in the sigui
ficant progress of the CommlUlist women's movement in Western 
Europe thay be only a very modest one. ' we may state after our . 
experience of these few months that the institution of a Sub-' 
Bureau has proved useful in creating quick and close connections 
between the Cenire and the various settions, in exchanging in
formation awl experiences Oil rra c: tical problems. By the~e 
activities the Executive in Moscow was enable.P in various cases 

. - ~ to grant pract ical support to the sectioos. The Berlin Sub-Bureau 
· ·..-, h~s fu'Tthennure succeeded in gainmg satisfactory material on 

the state of the women's movement iu most countries of Western 
Europe, tbus flling,a gap which ~~ the last International Women's 
Congress wa s · commented upon as something deplorable. 

,.~. ...:. 

· Considering the part the international women's movement 
is now playing in the International we ~alise the immense impor
tance of the Second lnter~ational Women's Congress in giving 
ttie' ·first imr-- ulse i.or the or~anisin·g of' wide.spread propaganda 
ambil~ the women . In our opiqioh \he effects of thts Congress 
are still_ being felt. The discussioos of ~e ~on~ress were mainly 
iitni~ to the theses on the' Commu,njst w~'s movement, issued 
some time ago, and only v~r}' few · new, ~jots of. view wet~ ex- I 

pressed; yet, the spoken word, the ' per~pal excha~ge of idw~ a~d 
experiences and, above all, the expenence,s of .th~ de~e,&:at~s m 
Soviet . Russia were more convirtcing and in~piririg than dead tet ~ 

. t~s~ -This· becomes obvious_ from the COmmunfst wqme,n's, p'a,~rs 
and ~he · women's supplemen,ts of t'he CPminunist wgans.' · Articlt~ 
and reports on the International' Cougress"'itsell, on tbe l,ibera· 

- tion of women by the Proletarian Revolution, on the 'life ~~ ~ork· 

ing' women. ~nd cbildr(n in R.~ .. il, . ~u~tl~l -ac~ivt~~{pt 
the Soviet R~publlc and . Pict~. . .~-~asl&p ·militant 'wP.nieP 
oc~py' a large s~~·· This ~c~,-~ti~l . IJ)t>i-4: · ()l)viO.Us f-rom ·#lu 
report$ ~f the sections 011 the1r _ act~y!fi~ ~~- ihe .women fiQin 
a_ll ~hogs and conferen~s of wontr,it and· .from their participa-
tiOn m the relief compaign for Sovlet Rtissia. . 

In those c-Juntries where ~lready ·before . the lnterna~ioual 
Congress of the problem of the w9men's movement had been <;Jis
c~s~d, no co~1 f.eren~e or . m~tipg of women took place 
w1.t~out the dectsl~ns and d1rect1ons of the International being 
uhhsed as the ba.s1s for e~tended and intensified activities amonJt 
the. masses of the proletanau womerl, for a more practical orgam
satton of. the propaganda among women, for the setting up of 
clearer atms. · 

In O~rmany special attention was paid to the work amoug 
!he w~men ~n sh~ps. and trade.unions.. By initiating .and propos
mg dlSC~SSlOn eventngs for Communast women in a11 important 
p~rt_s . ot . !he country, and by prepadng the publication of an 
stmply-wntten pamphlet on all pr-o~lems with which working 
women are concern~. our com_rades endeavored to gain influence 
among the proletanan women Jll the shops and trade-unjOJlS. 

Tbe Communist movement in Cucho-.Siovakia which was 
heretofore split into national ~ections., was unit~d - and the 
separate Czech and Gennan women 's ~~cretari'ats formed a unitet.J 
!'Jational. Women's Secr.e~ariat. In order to provide better political 
111 forma t10n for the offaetals, our female comrades established an 
Information Bulletin which contains material on all actual and 
general political problems and will be instrumental in educating 
uen leaders and speak~rs. Besides .this Informalion Bulletin there 
are three Communist women's organs in Czecho-Slovakia. 

In accordance with the resolutions or the lnter.national 
Women's Congress and of the World Confress our comrades in 
rlustria had the National Director . o proFaganda among 
the women admitted as an accredited member to the Execu
tive Committee of the C~nununist Party of Austria. The Part\ 
Co~v~ntion which will tA~e l,)la~e in Marc.h will have to pass ·a 
dectsl~n .that the responsible leaders of women's propaganda i11 
the d1stncts and locals also become accredited members of their 
respective Party committees. Our Austri@n comrades have further
mo~e started ~h~ publication of a Conununist women's pape r 
bes1des the ~1shng weekly women's supplement of the Vie1111a 
11 R-ote Fahne ". . 

In Holland a National CoiJlmittee f~r propaganda amonjl 
the women was formed, the chainnan ot which is allowed to take 
part in the sessions of the Party Executive. The· first National 
Co~ference of Communist Women, which took place recenUy , 
dec1ded upon the dissolution of the Revolu-tionary Socialist 
Women's League. The Comi.mist members of the latter tnust join 
the Communist Party . In the meantime ''this decision has been 
put into · practice and t~e organ of_ the League u De Voorbode '' 
has been transformed mto a women's organ of the Communist 
Party. . . 

A still more rapid development of the Communist Women' s 
Movemen-t is to be perceived in those countries where nearly no 
beginnings of a movement existed before the International 
Women's Con~ress. This ca1t especially be said of France, En(!-
land and Bel~ium. . . 

Under the Jeadership of .the International Secretary, Lu.l.:ie 
Colliard, our ea~er and devoted comrades in' Frana have suc
ceeded 01 creatmg- a provisional committee. This q:lmmitte.e 
elaborated ' a programme for propaganda among the women . 
took a tl necessary organisa tiona I measures· for the setting up' of a 
women 's secretariat, gained. assistance from the Party and con
voked the first women's conference at Marseilles in conjunctiou 
with the Party Congress. We can s tate to.-day that this Confe
rence ha s proved very suc~ssful. · The Conference as well as the 
report of Comrade Colliard at the Party Convention and the 
following adoption of the programme on the activities among the 
womeu, caused the french Communist Party to recogni.ze the fact 
thai the problem of propaganda among the women is a vita I ne
cessity for the Party . Furthermore some of ou r female comrades 
were elected members of the new Pa rt y Executive. One of them. 
Comrade Marthe Bigot, i~ the respon sible se~retary for agitation 
among the women. 1 t · was decid~ . to _start a women's m~gazinc . 
The thr~t! columns in t~e ' ' Humanite " which every week were 
Qevoted to womeo's. propaganda, will be r'ansformed into a 
regular " Women's Tribune". The complete results of these 
decisions will become eviden.t i.Q the coming months. , 

In Great BrJJ.ain the results of the- Internationai' Women!s 
Congress seemed to be lost as the British--deleg-ate to the Moscow 
Con.ference, Norah Smythe, ha~ left .the Communist Party, after 
th~ expulsion of' Sylvia Pankhurst. Ouly . reeehfly the ·Bediil $ub
Burea~ was infonned by Comrade Oor~ : Mon(efiore, who wi~Qut 
suecess had repeated1y drawn· ·the 'attention' Of the- Party Exetu-

~ .. . .. . ...... 



tive ~o j~ prol)fema of 'ti)e· wo~~'s propaganda, that now Com
rade ' O'Jwfurd;; ail ~rieru:ed and capable COIIJT4dt; has ~ 
cb8~ .with thia ttasl(. A detailed' and·. clear plan which. Comrade 
era~~ I p~t~ to •the S~Bureau ~ill. be . a itJara~tee for 
syste~J18tiC an({ eneraeti~ work m Great Bntam. The plan mcludes 
the- creation ·of wblilen a. suJ)plements in the Paliy papers, the 
publication of a W,QJllen's magazine and of propaganda literature 
for the. broad· ~. A preliminary condition for the successful 
carrying througti ~ these tasks, however, is, that in a session 
of the'· Party Ex~tive -with the comrades active in lhe work, the 
Party guarantees ·the or~anisational and financial support of the 
newly eetablisfted women s secretariat. 

. In De.:er,nber 1921 in _ a meeting of the female .Party mem
bers Coml'tlde Kestemont has for the first time in Btlgium deve
loped the idea -of formigg a women's committee for Communist 
propaJ.'anda among _ women. In accordance with the theses of 
the Jnt~rnational W~'s Congress she emphasised the necessity 
of all ,<;:ommunist women taking part in the life of the Party with 
equal tasks and right§!. Thus the !danger of a ~parate women's 
orgarlf&:ation can be prevented. Among the practical demands she 
laid special stress on 1' social protection of women and mothers". 
As Comrade Kestemont, member of the Party Executive, immedia
tely after the ~orld. Congress was char~~ by the .Commun~sf 
:)arty of Belgmm \!lth the task of provadmg matenal and In
formation for the organisation of propa~anda among the women. 
(in this connection ~etting into connectton with the Berlin Sub
Bureau) we may hope that in Belgium .a strong Section of the 
International Comurust Women'sMovement will develop in dose 
co-operation with t~ Comunist Party. 

Though realising the great imoortance of the loternational 
Women's Congre_ss for tlie movement we do not overestimate its 
influence. We · are conscious that the international Communist 
women's .movement develops in dose correlation with the entirr 
Camniunist International and that if may be considered as a 
measure of the maturity of tHe whole Communist Movement. If 
10-day, six months after the Second International Women's Con
gress and the Third World Congress of the Communist lnter
rlational, the Communist Women's Movement has become larger, 
dearer and better organised than before, this obvious development 
must be regarded as a resu,lt of the more united energies and 
more unifonn tactics of the Communist International. In its 
approach to the realization of its slogans. '' Oo to the Masses'' 
and" The United Front of the Proletariat" it is gathering greater 
and ~reater masses of proletarian women. The development of 
lhe Communist movement in every country and the enrolling of 
the women in the militant vanguard of tbe world proletaria { 
de~ds. to, a- la.c~e extent upon the consciousn~ss of every Com
munist P'aliy and up on the continuous intensification of class 
anta~onism which i~ every country will show fhe necessity of a 
revolutionary struggle on, a large scale. · 

In a following arti~Te we will try to give a summarising 
review of the net of Women's Agitation Committees in the lnter
natiopal as well as on their connections with the Berlin Sub
Bureau. 

RELIEF FOR RUSSIA 

Ueport on the Results of theW orkers' 
ReHef-~ampafen for the Famine 

Strfdcen in Russia. 

** In spite of ~he fact that the proletarian relief ca~paign 
lor the starving RussJan workers and peasants has been gomg on 
for over six months, it is being continued in most countries with 
undampe4 energy. In various countries - France. Italy, Sweden, 
Norway, Holland, South Afri~, America and Argentinia - the 
campaign bas been greatly shmualate9 as a result of· the Inter
national Conference in Berlin. In all countries the Workers' 
Relief COitlrnittees have begun to make collections of dothing,s hoes 
tools and other g()Ods . in addition to the ~Jections of . money. 
Oe'nnany alone has shipped 12 carloads of donated clothang and 
I 5,000 pair of r:epaired ~~oes to Russ~a .. Switzerland and Hollan~ 
have ship~ 5 ~d_ 7 carl~ds r~pectavely. I~ Fral!ce at t~e _ 
present tline they ate puttina _t~ether 30 entare fre1gbt tram 
~hich Will' qoanspprt t~ ~lleqe<t d?nation~ of . th~ French workers 
111a Metz and,Sa-rbtad(en to Stettin for trans~htpment to Russia. 

A~~g 'to .fueJast'reP,rta to the l~iernational co'mitt~ 
for the --org,niiJtion··of Worker'& Rd.ief for .the Famine Stri&en 
in Ru~ia (~r~ill NW. tr7, Wi~.ngeJ"lde_r 3), - ~be- ~ot•I of the 

collections . of its various national comittees has reached the 
respectabl~ SJJP1 of ovei. 

150,000/)00 marks. 
The figures for the various countries are as follows: 

America (Friends of Soviet Russia, New York) 
France 
Holland 
Sweden 
Switzerland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Italy (Communist after split of Joint Committee) . • 
Czecha-Siovakia (Communists after split of joint Com.) 
Norway . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Germany 

Workers' Relief Committee . . . . . 
"Freie Arbeiter Union, Gelsenkirchen " 
jewi~ Workers' Relief Committee 

rngland . . 
Denmark . 
Argentina . . 
South Africa 
Bulgaria . . 
Belgium .. 
Spain . ' . . . . . . . . . . . 
l.uxemburg . . . . . . . . . . 
Japanese Relief Campaign in Europe 
Roumania (Socialist Party Brassov) . 

Marks 
68,000,000 
20,000,000 
13,000,000 
S,OOJ,OOO 
7,600,000 
5,000,000 
5,000,000 
4,500,000 

-1,000,000 
55,000 
20,000 

4,000,000 
3,500,(00 
2,000,000 
2,00),000 
1.500,000 

800,(XX) 
550,000 
30,(XX) 
10,000 
IS,OOO 

In addition to the above we have received a numht!r of 
donations from private individuals, artists' committees, etc. 
Austria collected 2,500,000 Austrian crowns and Poland, 5,000,0CO 
Polish marks. 

With the money contributed we have made 18 shipments 
uf to the present, consisting of 6000 tons of foodstuffs. 350 tons 
o clothing, shoes, tools, madlines, etc., the entire equip'"ent 
for 15' field kitchens and the complete furnishing for a childrens' 
home with food sufficient for several hundred children for 
4 months. further transports are being made up. The campaign 
is continuing and the undersi~ned committee urgently appeals 
lo all workers' parties, trade-umons. cooperatives and individuals 
not to let up in their activity for Russia's starving workers and 
peasants. 

The International Committee for the Organization of 
Workers' Relief for the famine Stricken in Russia . 

Willy Mtinzmberg, Secretary . 

I IN THE CAMP OF OUR ENEMIES I 
Amsterdam and Unity 

The CQ,mmunist Proposal and the Answer of Che Sociali st Heli('vt'rs 
in Compromise. 

hy If . Lada. 

:;::;: The Communisl luterna t10nal and thl· l~ed Trade Uniou 
International ltave appealed to Labor throughout the world to 
work untiringly for a united proletarian fr ont both nationally 
and internationally in order to counter tht> t'Vl'r-incrra smg misery 
nf thl" proletarian masS{'s. 

Our antagonists haH· not beeu slow i11 utilising this pro
posal for a fr~h anti-Communist campaigu . The genHernen of 
the International 2 ~ endeavor daily in their Berlin organ, th l 
"Freiheit" to prove that the Communists " stea ltltily" approach 
the other organizations in order to make use of them for their 
ends. The friends of Jouhaux tell the frw readers of the 
" Peuple" that this appeal is the best proof of Moscow's death 
and that it is endeavouring to a vert certain defeat by deluding 
the workers .anew. And the Social- Jingos of the s~ond Inter
national play the same tune. 

The aane of the stupidity and baseness in this campaign 
against the ,revolutionary vanguard of the proletariat has , how
ever, been ·reached by the Secretary of the Amsterdam 1 rade 
Union International, one Mr. Oudegeest. Formerly . belongiug to 
a Christian trade-union, and an unknown Dutch loca I official, 
Oudegeest has. attained the position as leader of the Amsterdam 
International jbanks to the- conflicts between the nationalist 
French and-German trade-union leaders. This gentleman is now 
dealing with Moscow, in lengthy articles which are beipg. repryn ted b( th~ dai~ press of both th~ S«:ond and the Second-: 
and- -a.Half. International. He h-s nothing new to say, however. 
a~ we shiU see. . . · 

.t,.' • , 
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AccuaatioO. . ".A~. .·. 
. \ In openinc tells , .r~dtta ~ tJie R.l.',U. 
·is rQponsible for the · · in France, becaUSe .it · ~d'--u.othing-. to 

prevent the _Christmas conference of the opPosition, as J.ounaux 

urgently d~. ried. ihat means that not those are ·respon&.~ble for . 

the split in· tbe ~~ernent who expelled the revoluti~ar.v. m~sses 

frorit the trade:.umons; but those who employed ~U · orgaqtsahonal 

meaus to coWtter that mQve. And Moscow ts alleged to be 

resJ?OnsibJe because it ·endavoured to avert the split .by pro

fOStn,B ~to Amsterdam that the two factions should conclude a 

comp.romi~ ipstead of: a·d~smi tbe-~rev.C?Jutionary .:o~ition. to 

give in wa.thout resi.-tanc~.J6 the peoJ').e,1l.rOUJt4;. jQUhaux (advtce 

1 that could' and woufd qot ' h~ve beaJ ·. fol~wed)f Th.i.8. reatJ<?ning 

-$~ resembles. closely thal Of the Fraterpity ·of St. ·Loyala at Vaenna 

' . 
·.· 

.. whCJ maintain.ect- ·that Serbia had provoked· the war by not com

plying with the harsh•demands of the Austrian ulti~JU&tum . 

·· · - Th~ · c~es the charge that the R.T.U.I. first accuses the 

Amsterdam 'leader's 'of beirig traitors to the cause of Labor and 

then· J?roposes to those same leaders to meet it~ 'representatives, 

to diseuss 'way's ·and mean&· ef.. ·ferming ·an· unded front. Oude· 

geest himself goes on to say that Moscow itself thinks 

very lightly · of what il rerms " truson to babor" coocluding a:s 

it does agreements with re~tatives of Capitalism day after 

day. As .r~ards ' the· pi'oposa 1 to discuss ·about an united front 

Oudegeest counters with ~the advice to affiliate with Amsterdam 

and "join,t condl\~t ,, the struggle against Capitalism. . 

. l ,et . us oon~ider both. . 

f.irst, how cait ah united ·front with Amsterdam be . 

achiev.~? . ' 
. T.he . CQmmtlnis.ta brand the leaders of Amsterdam as 

traitors to Labor .and shall continue to do as long as the latter 

adliere . .Jto tht;r present 'policy, And yet WJ! pro·P'ose to th~ni the 

di~saion of WflYil and means of formin~ an _ united f~ont- 9f 

the proletariat. Why? Because the situahon of the world and 

the pOsition of Labor in it make su«;h . a course imperative. 

Because -the masses of the workers strive for a united front. 

. And because we. calculate that the leaders must under the pre·s

sure frpm below call the8e masses to action.· In spite of the anta

gonjsm we 'thfuk it imperative to manifest against the treacherous 

rolicy of . the leaders of Amsterdam,· we canooi allow ourselves to 

overlook tlte sad but indisputable fad that the policy of those 

leaders· unfortunately very often merelY. reflects the sentiment 

of ~ft$. sec;tions of thetr rank and ~le. Decay of commerce 

and ind&,~str.y · throug~out the world, wade-spread unemployment, 

COI1demn'ing millions of proletarian to a sorry life and· a worse 

death, . the wage .reduction~. everywhere, lowering the stan_d~rd 

of llvini of the masses beneath. ~hat of pre-war tu~es a~d f1xmg 

it on the level of a Chinese coohe- there are the ev1l fru1ts of the 

Amsterdam policy, acknowledged as such. if against their wishes, 

even by themsetves. Under the'se conditions Jou~aux, Thomas, 

Mertens, Leipar.t & Co., whose natural element IS treason and 

petty bartering with the bourgeoisie, have no choice but call the 

masses to action against the latter. Arul. we, too, w~nt to br ther._r. 

And in tbis we .<fo not want to see the mass actions of LabOr 

split no matt~r how "dangerous'' unity might appear to the 

lead~rs of Amsterdam! And there is another matter to be taken 

into consideration. If we propose to the leaders of Amsterdam 

1o meet and consider joint mass actions, there are two cour~es 

open to tbe latter. They eith~r ac~ept o~r prOJ:'OS:SI and orgamze 

the uecessary · actions m conJunchon w1th us, (m that case all 

our aims are. realized and the rest will take care of itself) or the 

leaders fail us in this or that--stage of the negotiations, and then 

we have made at any rate one step on the way towards a united 

iroot. For then at least pan of the followers of Amsterdam will 

come t<> recagnize which of the two policies is right, ours or that 

of their leaders, who are responsible f.or the division of Labor. 

in consideration of the tremendous imparlance of this 

matte.r we shall endeavour to make it clt2rer yet in the following 

two examp!es. 
Let us take tor Instance the campaign against war. 

lt1 the November Conference Amsterdam repudiated war 

'and demanded of the miners, metal and transport workers, and 

if necessary of ali other frades, that they should prevent war by 
cripling the industries serving it; if ·necessary, an interna tiona) 

general strike was to be caUed · for the same purpose. At the 

same time, however, and even after, the· leaders. ~f Aplstu~m 

supported the disarmam_ent fake of · the ~urgeotste ·who, wh1,1e 

fanuin'i the flames of dtscord, boasts of tts love and gO<'d ·wtll 

ioward' mankloci. · · · 

fimmen, the second secretary of the Amsteda~ lnt~r 

nat~ogal has (entirely independent of us tough wath our 

.approval) declared that the WasbinJ_tOn " D~sanna~t" Con

ference is merely an attempt a~ throwm2 dust mto the eyes of the 

Nor ·has the Leagueis Conupiasion on Oi~annamen1 any 

other obl'ect tbab that of " throwing ·dust i~to tbe eyes of labor". 

While a ter t~o ye~rs. of w!Jat it . is pleased to term work !he 

League of' Nattons 10 1ts January . sessson came to the conclUSIOn 

that it would be necessary to suggest to tfie various affiliated 

nations that their· war budgets in the Jlext two years should not 

extteed that of the curreJJt year ()Vhicb dedeion is but .mocking 

labor · and a direct provocation I) ! the~ ·.Exeeqtiv~. Meeting of t~e 

1\m.sterdant Trade Union Internatioo'-L decided in December 
"after a lOni debate "jhat its repr~tatives should contioue 

their roles in the Disarmament Comedy. That is the import of 

Amsterdam's struggle against war, armaments and imperialis1 

r.eaction! 

We, However, insist upon a genuine strug·gle against tlw 

threa-tening imperialist wars! 

Another example-the fight •against unemployment and 

for the solutions of the world~wide crisis in commerce and 

industry, a source of misery to the workers throughoqt thr 

world. hrt.he December is~ue of their .official organ, H The Inter

national Trade Union MO\emeot ", the leaders of Amsterdam 

admitted that the bourgeoisi~anq consequently all those co 

operating with it in reconstructing the world on an economk 

basis.:_have failed completely in solving those probleqts. At thl' 

Labor Council at Geneva m November1 and recently, at the 

january · m~ting of the Executive ~omrruttee of the lnternati~ l 

Labor Bureau, the leaders of Amsterdam advocated a solution . 

not · by means of a struggle aiainst the bourgeoisie, but b~· 

CQOperating. with it. 

What we think of the Amsterdam counter proposals. 

Our opinion in that r~pect is short1y told. The c0Uilte1 

accusations are stupid, if not worse, the counter pro~sals dow11 

right shabby. 

Neither Lozovsky not Zinovi~v, the representativ~ o' th l· 

militant international proletariat~ will go to Genoa to neg9t~tl' 

with tepresenta tives of tile imper;~ F ~ t governments, but Chicht»1 ·: · 
Litvin off and Krassin, the spol ffi of the Russian proletar 1.1 l 

that has gained a victory ove1 ; L )Urgeoisie and set up a Sovie t 

Republic, but is neve~es~ ~..:ompelled to compromise with 

international capitalism, because. European labor ha~ ~t been 

able to cope with it. These comrades will confer as equals with 

the ministers of the European power in order to conclude a tertl · 

porary agreement, always rt;ady to take up arms once--man· . 

stwuld they be 'comrelled to do so. If the leaders of Amst~rdam 

would be prepared to meet the ruling classes on a footing such 

as that, the unity of the proletariat would be something .feasible. 

With regard to the proposal that the " few millions " 

Russians in · the R.T.U.I. join the 24 millions in the Amsterdam 

International, we can only say that to us it- seems all th_at can lx· 

expecte~ of a man with Oudegeest's intell~tual horizo(l. T.h•· 

historical causes responsible for the creation of both boche:; 

done away with in the wink of an eye and W1ity achieved-that 

is too good to be true! And on what platfor'q1 should' lU,lity he 

accomplished? On that of cooperation with Mr .. Thomas a!l'l 

the representatives of government~ and employers m the f:-abor 

Bureau and in the League of Nations, and on the commumty of 

interest between Capita1 and Labor they advocate in thetr 

respective countries? Mr. Oudegeest does not say, and thus h1~ 

proposal is nothing but a rather stupid joke. 

········~······························· 
Notice .. 

We call the attention- of all editorial 

staffs to the fact that henceforth the ar · 

tic 1 ~ s and not i oe s of our 41 Corr-espond~ n c e" 

are marked by an -initial double s~ar (••). 

We request that in reprinting the dQuble 

star . be printed as .acknowledg~me.Jlt of 

so u·r c e. T he E d it o.r s. 

............................................. 
-~ioted by frledrichttadt-Druckerei 0. m: · b. H., Berliu :SW. 48 

. ._ • r_... .l 1 "\~ .. a ..J... "' 
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