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Blair's blood price legacy

ONE MILLION Iragi men, women and
children have been slaughtered since
"shock and awe" was inflicted on their
country in March 2003. This is the
horrendous "blood price" which Blair
said he was willing to pay for the "lib-
eration" of Iraq.

This chilling figure, compiled by
the Australian scientist Dr Gideon
Polya, is a measure of the imperialist
barbarism unleashed on Iraq. It has
been the bloodiest conflict any British
government has been engaged in
since the Second ‘World War,

As a consequence Iraq has
descended into a hell-hole. Military
occupation, sectarian strife, murder,
violence, rape, widespread crime, as
well as desperate fuel and water
shortages, are now part of everyday
life. The puppet government, faithfully
carrying out the bidding of the US
and their allies, is busy privatising the
country's huge oil reserves, ready to
hand them over to greedy western oil
corporations.

Pessimism

A recent survey carried out in Irag
revealed a horrendous picture of pes-
simism and desperation amongst the
"liberated" population. Those who felt
life under occupation was improving
fell from 71% in 2005 to 38% today.
Some 50% stated that their lives
were worse than before the US-led
invasion.

Significantly, Kadhim al-Jubouri,
the man who led the crowd which
toppled the statue of Saddam Hussein
in Baghdad four years ago, now
states he regrets his actions. "The
Americans are worse than the dicta-
torship. Every day is worse than the
previous day."

Despite the despatch of some
30,000 extra troops by the Americans,
the popular insurgency has become
more than a match for the increasing-
ly demoralised Coalition forces. The
British are losing the war in Basra.
Despite announcing troop reductions,
Blair is now deploying heavy artillery
in Basra, for the first time since the
overthrow of Saddam Hussein, in a
desperate move to contain the hope-
less situation.

Eddie Hancock, the father of a

British soldier recently killed in Iraq,
branded Blair a liar who had betrayed
the armed forces. "Our soldiers
should be brought home now. They
are dying for nothing," he said.

The financial cost of the Irag cam-
paign to British taxpayers now
exceeds £5 billion and will be an addi-
tional £1 billion over the coming year.
At the same time in Blair's Britain
hospital wards are being closed, nurs-
es' wages are cut and health workers
sacked.

Opposition

Millions of people opposed the Iraq
war, as was seen in the anti-war
demonstration of two million in
London in March 2003. Today, four
years on, this opposition has
increased dramatically. A BBC poll
published on the anniversary of the
invasion, found that nearly 60%
believed the US and UK were wrong
to invade Iraq. Only 29% thought the
conflict was justified.

More interestingly, it revealed that
more than half the British population
would not trust the government again
if it said war was needed to protect
national security. The Irag war has
also left Britons feeling less secure -
only 5% said they felt the country
was a safer place, with 55% saying
they felt less safe.

Significantly, the poll revealed that
the war is creating a massive political
backlash. This issue could even
decide the outcome of the next gen-
eral election. Half of all respondents
believed the war and its aftermath
would be very or fairly important in
making their mind up at the next gen-
eral election. Of course, by this time
Blair will have departed for rich pick-
ings elsewhere. He hopes to have
handed the poisoned chalice to his
"appointed" successor Gordon Brown,
who is also closely associated with
the war.

If this is the case, Brown will be,
as with the rest of the Blairites, an
electoral liability. This was revealed in
a new Guardian/ICM poll which shows
that Brown would hand the Tories a
15-point lead if he was leading the
party at the next election. Such a sce-
nario would put Cameron into

editorial -

Downing Street with a sizable majori-
ty. This is where the legacy of
Blairism is leading us.

The alarming prospect of a new
Tory government would not be due to
increasing popularity for Toryism.
Everything they stand for: privatiza-
tion, tax cuts for the rich, tax breaks
for big business, private education,
private health care, etc. is opposed by
the vast majority in one opinion poll
after another. Such a victory could
only arise from the disappointment
and disillusionment of millions of ordi-
nary working class voters, demoral-
ized by New Labour, and who simply
refused to vote. And who can blame
them?

The only way to turn things
around, after an early departure of
Blair, would be to clear out the
Blairites from the Labour Party entire-
ly. They are inextricably linked to the
interests of big business, which they
have faithfully served over the past
decade. They are the ones responsi-
ble for this mess. No doubt these
creatures will attempt to blame the
working class if the Tories are
returned to power.

Only with a clean sweep and a
complete renovation of the Labour
Party can a real socialist alternative
be offered to the working class. Only
if the party bases itself upon a gen-
uine socialist programme can we be
sure to defeat the Tories. This means
demanding that John McDonnell be
allowed to stand in the election for
Labour leader. Any attempt to impose
Gordon Brown from above will be
seen for the blatant manoeuvre that it
is. It will create a storm of protest
throughout the Labour movement.

The New Labour apparatchiks are
attempting to avoid an election at all
costs, as this would expose the pro-
capitalist direction of the current
bankrupt leadership. Such a manoeu-
vre must be defeated by the trade
unions and the rank and file. The
party must be transformed from a
vehicle of Blairite careerism into a
weapon that can fight for the socialist
transformation of society. Only in this
way can the millions of working peo-
ple, let down and betrayed by New
Labour, be re-enthused and involved
not only in defeating the Tories but in
fighting for a real socialist future. O
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Budget

| by Mlchael Roberts

Chancellor Gordon Brown made a blg

song and dance about cutting income
tax rates in his final budget. That
summed up "New Labour". All they have
done in ten years is try to ape the
Conservatives in privatisation, farming
out public services to private contrac-
tors, deregulating transport and boost-
ing big business. Now Gordon makes a
big noise about cutting taxes to "steal
the Tories' thunder".

After the dust settled, it soon
became clear that the income tax cuts
were being taken back by increased tax
rates for some of the pcorest house-
holds while the richest income earners
would benefit the most. And anyway, it
was not being introduced until 2008!

Less publicised, but very nice for big
business, was the planned cut in corpo-
ration tax. The biggest and most prof-
itable multinationals would pay less tax
on their huge profits, while ironically,
small businesses and self-employed
(people who have set up businesses
when losing their jobs in big business)
received a tax rate hike!

Big business had been blackmailing
the Chancellor by saying that companies
would leave the UK for cheaper tax loca-

Lost opportunities

tions like Ireland or Switzerland unless
corporate taxes were cut. And this was
after years of corporate tax rate reduc-
tions under New Labour so that the UK
has some of the lowest big business
taxes in the world! Indeed, I worked out
that in 1997 when Labour came into
office, corporate tax revenues as a share
of GDP were only 3.5% of GDP. Now
under Labour it has fallen to just 3.2%,
while the overall tax burden has risen
from 35% to 38%!

One policy of New Labour of the last
few years that should have benefited
working people was the increases in real
spending (after inflation) on the health
service and education. Those increases
have been faster than the rise in real
economic growth.

The debate remains on how much of
this extra money has been wasted on
private consultants, a huge overpaid
management bureaucracy and big "pri-
vate finance initiative" contracts on
school and hospitals that will leave the
public sector burdened with rising costs
years down the road. Indeed, recently,
nurses and other jobs have been cut
back and wage increases restricted
while many local "trusts" are now in

deficit.

But the budget also revealed that
this extra spending is now over. Health
service spending growth is to be cut
back from next year. Brown said educa-
tion spending would still be increased,
but real growth will actually be less than
the expected overall economic growth.

So the legacy of New Labour under
Blair and Brown will be one of dubious
improvements in  public services
financed by higher taxes on the average
household alongside increased inequali-
ty of income and wealth and the
announcement that the UK, according to
the UN, has the worst record on caring
for children in the advanced capitalist
world.

And all this is in a period where there
has not been a major capitalist econom-
ic recession. God (or socialism) help us
when the slump comes! O
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TUCKED AWAY in the budget speech was a reference to

£4 1 ballson was sold off

further privatisation. Brown is determined to pay for his . ? .

_ off its stake in British Engergy, the nuclear power group.

This was delayed when cracks appeared in the boiler tubes

» i.;_i-of reactors at two of the eight nuclear power stations. The
Ministry of Defence is to start selling parts of the spec-

~ trum, together with other surplus bands.

tax cuts for the well-off by the sale of state assets. In true

Thatcherite style, Brown is continuing to seli off the "faml~‘

ly sitver”. o
He has already s:gna!led his mtent:on to sell off the
government's student loans, which is expected to raise
about £6 billion, "swelling the proceeds from a string of
privatisations designed to free cash from public spendmg

to fiddle the books to lower government debt.

~ Again, according to the FT, "The move marks a
resumption in sales after a hiatus of more than seven
years.” In fact the last time a govemment so!d its future

The Blair government has also announced plans to seil

. The govemment is expected to sell its one-third stake

__in Urenco, a uranium enrichment company. It is also final-

to quote the Financial Times. This sale would a!so be used _ising the sale of the Tote. The Treasury said it is looking at
~ thesale of "other public corporations, trading funds and

. :--;:'assets" as part of its spending review

. way to meetlng its target of £30 Dl

It was well on the
ion public sales, having
reached £12 b:lhon so far.

revenue streams for student loan repayments was in the * é-;ffi.;?éf:é

late 1990s, the first tranche sold by John Major's

Conservatwe 90vernment Between 1997 and 2000 some o
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East Anglia support for
Venezuelan Revolution

| by Damel Morley

ALAN WOODS' stirring
speech at a meeting of
about 150 people at the
University of East Anglia
massively boosted the inter-
est of students and youth in
the Venezuelan Revolution,
thus proving the huge
potential in this 21st century
revolution for invigorating
and giving hope to the
workers and youth of the
world. Venezuela is the key
to the world revolution and
the alternative this offers to
people everywhere who are
sick and tired of the status
quo, and the sense of hope,
empowerment and the need
to know more and help
extend the Revolution that
this key event engenders
was typified at the meeting
by a series of questions
based mainly on the theme
of "How can this be contin-
ued and furthered?" "Is
there a danger the enthusi-
asm will fade?" and "Can

Venezuela survive on its
own?", and also by the
unprecedented (at UEA at
least) numbers of books and
journals sold. In the run up
to Alan's meeting we had a
successful meeting led off
by Rob Sewell on Venezuela
and Trotskyism, and it looks
as if the continuing work
towards highlighting the
issue is paying off. Hopefully
we can now build a series of
important meetings and
events to raise awareness of
the key questions, such as
workers' control and link the
Revolution to Britain,
through HOV and John
McDonnell's campaign.
Aptly, the meeting was held
on the day of student elec-
tions (which more often
than not take the form of
popularity contests, with
candidates handing out
sweets as a bribe for votes)
which were preceded by a
debate and public question
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TV
5 short films on one
DVD (PAL)

Youth

Election Day, Caracas (4mins)
Dec 3, 2006, Venezuelan Election Day. The Hands Off Venezuela Delegation went to
Chavista and opposition Neighbourhoods to observe the Electoral process in action.
Sanitarios Maracay Factory Tour (8mins)
Hands Off Venezuela delegation tours Sanitarios Maracay, a factory in Venezuela under
workers control, to learn more about the revolutionary process taking place there, and to
offer solidarity to the workers.

Sanitarios Maracay Workers’ Assembly (11min)
In an assembly held in November 2006, the workers of Sanitarios Maracay decided to take
over and run their factory under workers “control, after the boss, Alvaro Pocaterra, aban-
doned it and refused to fulfil his obligations.

Sanitarios Maracay Demo for Nationalisation (7min)
Solidarity! HOV FILM (13min)

time between the various
candidates, garnering an
audience of twelve! The
contradiction between the
scales of the two meetings
is a brilliant metaphor for
why apathy towards bour-
geois politics exists, and
how revolution is the only
way to change this. All this
reflects two things - that the
Venezuelan Revolution truly
is the key to the world revo-
lution and a fantastic draw
for the youth, and that
'patiently explaining’, consis-
tent work, honesty and dis-
cussion are the best and
only methods for building
solidarity with it. We must
build on this success and
make Norwich a stronghold
for Hands off Venezuela.
This is the best and most
concrete way to defend the
Venezuelan Revolution! Viva
La Revolucion! O

j_prwate youth work -
 providers with any credible
track record, This is anoth-
_er example of New Labour s
free market madness - -
_they have already spent
_millions on consultants to
put the policy into motxon
'It must be stOpped o

Privatising Youth

The recent::'<:GUQUOn and
i§;Inspect30ns Act effectwely

Now statutory gu:dance out
for consultation on Clause 6
of the Act wants to make
_youth work subject to con-
testability, By forcing posi-
tive activities outside school
for children and young peo-
ple to be subject to statuto-
ry contestability, it is pri-
vatising Youth Services.

~ The Community and

,onuth Work Union, which
_has recently become 8 sec
_tion of the TGWU, organ-
ised a rally in Birmingham,
on Saturday 17th March to
focus oppos;tton to this pro-
_posed opening up of youth
work to commercial mar-

. kets '

Youth servrce budgets

f are being cut, and services
f,are increasingly being put
_out to tender. But, outside
some local authorities and
well-’e’stablished voluntary

Send us your order with your name
and address and a cheque for £5.50
to HOV Armadale Close, London,

N17 9PL
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schools

PROFESSIONAL EDUCATORS have faced media storm after
media storm fanned by New Labour. The farce over "choice"
of secondary schools, where there is no choice, especially for
the working class and marginalised members of society, is

just one recent example.

But this is not to say that the alternative offered by the
Liberals and the Tories is any better. Their policies will lead

by a head teacher

A socialist policy for education

And even more involvement of big business and religious

organisations who have no interest in education beyond their

own profit and the furtherance of their own narrow agendas.
I myself taught under a Tory regime and suffered three

consecutive years of pay cuts in real terms. A new Tory gov-

to the ruin of state education with lower and lower funding.

® It is every child's right to attend a
good, inclusive, comprehensive, local,
community school.

The most successful state compre-
hensive schools are the rural schools
where there’s no "choice", children go
to the local school and thrive there.
Some rural community schools have
better league table positions than
selective schools, why? Because com-
prehensive schools work for all chil-
dren, they are schools where Every
Child Really Does Matter. No to special-
ists schools, selective schools, acade-
mies and so on. Yes to all schools
being specialist and brilliant.

® Equal access to education for all, the
right educational environment available
for every child in the local community
no matter what their needs or abilities.

Inclusion does work, with the cor-
rect investment in training and effort.
No person should have their life
chances poorly affected by the preju-
dice of others or lack of access to
opportunities. For true inclusion there
needs to be investment in infrastruc-
ture and training. Many Education
Authorities and the government seem
to be in favour of inclusion because it is
cheaper. True inclusion can not be done
on the cheap. We say; No to the politi-
cally correct, self serving, money grub-
bing current inclusion agenda. Yes to
true inclusion for all.

® All teachers qualified and capable, no
unqualified teachers educating children
at anytime; high quality access and
qualification routes for non-qualified
staff, teaching assistants and so on; a
qualified teacher in every class, for
every child, always.

PPA time is an excellent idea to pro-
vide professional time for teachers but
all children have a right to a qualified

6 Socialist Appeal | issue 151

teacher teaching them at all times. If
parents knew that non qualified staff,
some with no qualifications, are cur-

rently in classes "teaching" children,

there would be a massive outcry.

® A secular education for all, an end to
state funding of religious schools and
no teaching of religion in state schools
The effect of religious schools on
the whole of the country is appalling.
Sectarianism is a terrible indictment on
our society. Few European countries
allow religious education in their state
schools, why do we? This is not a radi-
cal point of view but simply a main
stream idea throughout Europe.

® No privatisation, no big business
involvement in education, no acade-
mies, no sponsorship, no PFIs, and no
big business interference in teaching.

Big business has no part in educa-
tion full stop. We are educating people
to be free, intelligent and enthusiastic
people not the next cohort to make
profits for fat cat capitalists.

® No political interference in the teach-
ing of children; all curricula based on
sound educational values and the pro-
fessionalism of the teachers and the
schools, no league tables, no SATSs.

As a teacher I am tired of people
who have had no time in a classroom
telling me how and what to teach, the
new clamour for synthetic phonics is an
example. Curricula should be based on
sound ideas of learning and teaching,
and nothing else.

® Lower class sizes to lower workload
and stress and to improve achievement
and attainment of children. No redun-
dancies or school closures but lower
class sizes.

As the number of children at school

ernment would be no different. This is what I see as the
most important demands of a socialist education policy.

age decreases there must be no redun-
dancies or school closures. All teachers’
pensions guaranteed, no loss of pen-
sion for any teacher; all teachers able
to retire at 60. A working pension for
all involved in education. Build a cam-
paign to ensure that the attacks on
local government pensions are ended.

® Free access to high quality educa-
tion, training and child care from birth
to twenty one, for all; an end to tuition
fees and student loans, a fair grant for
all students, student grants guaranteed
for all over the age of 18 and given on
the basis of need from 16 onwards.
Student loans are simply a graduate
tax; we can pay for university educa-
tion by taxing the rich not the poor.

® One union for teachers, active and
engaged in campaigning for better edu-
cation.

Campaign so that all unions affiliat-
ed to the TUC who are signatories to
the Workforce Agreement Monitoring
Group withdraw their signatures and
build a campaign to ensure all children
are taught by qualified teachers all the
time. Stop attacks on the quality of
education and the pay and conditions
of all employed in education which the
agreement perpetrates. O
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in Peterborough

by a Peterborough trade unionist

IN THE plush surroundings
of Peterborough's Great
Northern Hotel, seventy-two
workers from the Labour
Party, trade unions (including
PCS, AMICUS and UNISON)
and members of the
Pensioners' Association gath-
ered for the annual Tom
Browning Meeting. The
meeting was established
several years ago as a living
monument to a life-long
working class activist, who
had throughout the Thatcher
period played the leading roll
in keeping Peterborough
Trade Union Council alive,
and to all workers who have
given their lives to the strug-
gle for a better world.

The main purpose of this
year's meeting, held under
the title of "Another World is
Possible", was to discuss
John McDonnell's campaign
to challenge Gordon Brown
for the leadership of the
Labour Party.

Ed Murphy, Prospective
Parliamentary Candidate for

Peterborough, spoke first
about some of the serious
problems affecting the city
and highlighted the growing
radical alliance of people
within and outside the
Labour Party, including
young people, who have
been radicalised by such
events as the invasion of
Iraq. Following Ed, Kerry
Fairless, PCS Regional Chair,
spoke about the campaign
on pensions and was loudly
applauded when he made it
clear that the PCS would
continue with its action
(including strikes) to defend
public services. This commit-
ment was greeted with par-
ticular enthusiasm by mem-
bers of Peterborough
Pensioners Association who
having built the Welfare
State now find themselves
embroiled in a battle to pre-
serve it.

When John McDonnell
spoke he was listened to
attentively as he explained
the need to challenge

Labour Part
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Brown's pro-capitalist poli-
cies with a socialist pro-
gramme. Whilst acknowledg-
ing that the Labour
Government had made some
progressive gestures (such
as introducing the minimum
wage) he patiently pointed
out the inadequacy of even
those small steps. John
echoed Ed Murphy's com-
ments about the radicalisa-
tion of public opinion and
supported the continuing
industrial action of the PCS.
During the discussion
that followed, John empha-
sised that his candidature for
the leadership of the Labour
Party was not simply a
device to start a debate, nor
was he a stalking horse. On
the contrary, the
John4lLeader campaign was
gaining support wherever he
spoke - and that included
within the Parliamentary
Labour Party. One supporter
of Socialist Appeal said that

a conclusion to be drawn
from John's remarks was
that certain questions were
being posed, which sooner
or later would have to be
answered: questions like
whether or not capitalism
can meet the needs of the
people who live on this plan-
et. "If we conclude that capi-
talism cannot meet those
needs, we will have to
decide what kind of society
we need to replace it with.
John's socialist campaign is
about those questions".

At the end of the meet-
ing, @ dozen copies of
Socialist Appeal were sold
and handfuls of John’s
leaflets and LRC membership
forms were taken away.

Whatever is the result of
the Labour Party leadership
campaign, it is apparent that
the slumbering giant of the
working class is cautiously
beginning to stir. O

The fight IS on

by Steve Jones

ALL AROUND the country meetings have been taking place
with John McDonnell speaking in support of the campaign
to get a socialist onto the Labour leadership ballot.
Whereas the other possible candidates have been hard
at work providing spin stories for reporters, John has actu-
ally been out meeting the people who really matter - the
labour and trade union members who are supposed to
have a vote in this election. Of course, the Labour NEC -
who claim to be defenders of party members' rights - have
refused to lower the nomination level of 44 MPs and have
indicated that when the election is called there will only be
a matter of days to gather the required nominations in. All
this is designed to limit John's chances. But the fight back
has begun. For example, at a London meeting of TGWU
members, John called for the support being given by the

union Left to be put into action and reminded those pres-
ent that if the TGWU pushed its sponsored MPs to nomi-

nate him in the interests of having a proper election then
the 44 barrier could well be breached.

In Newcastle over 50 turned up to a morning meeting
to hear him speak, including a number of union branch
secretaries, activists and so on. Later on that day 15
turned up to a meeting in Stockton called by the MP for
Stockton North to give support. Every day more meetings
are taking place and more support is being pledged. With
the big rally set for the end of March in London the stage
is set for a last vital push to upset the plans of the right
wing manipulators. For the latest news and events visit
the john4leader website at www.john4leader.org.uk

www.socialist.net
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trade union news

by Matt Wells

31 JANUARY 2007 saw the
biggest civil service strike in UK
history when some 200,000 work-
ers stayed away from work in
protest at New Labour's slash and
burn approach to public services.
The turnout showed that the
mood for a fight back is there
amongst PCS members and PCS
leadership at all levels must
respond to this by channelling this
into regula: action to keep up the
pressure.

A massive programme of job
cuts is beginning to bite across
the service with benefit claims
taking a week longer to process
and correspondence to tax offices
laying in a specially hired ware-
house unopened ! Consultants
continue to suck money from the
public purse at an alarming rate -
some £ 7.2 billion in the last three
years in an unprecedented pay
day for the private sector.

There are now some 200 sep-
arate pay units across the civil
service meaning that people doing
similar work earn wildly different
rates of pay from department to
department and sometimes within
the same department. This is also
a massive waste of money as pay
teams are duplicating their

Givil Service Jobs-
Llet's Keep

ing that this could be a focal point
to inspire and rally the other
unions, like Unison, to link up in a
generalised campaign to defend
public services.

At a recent meeting of the
Public Services Not Private Profit
campaign Mark Serwotka outlined
his hopes for the 'Make Your Vote
Count' plank of the campaign.
The intention is to ask all 5000
candidates before the coming
local elections where they stand
on Public Services and then pub-
lish their results to every PCS
member. Mark explained that
many within the TUC had
expressed opposition to this on
the basis of loyalty to Labour i.e.
Tories might give a better answer
than Labour candidates!

I think this is a great idea.
With the current disillusionment
with public services, any Labour
candidate with half a brain is
surely going to answer with a
pro-public services answer, mean-
ing that they can be held to
account when and if they win
council posts. There are also
many Labour candidates out there
who are disillusioned with Blairism
and only too happy to stick two

up the Pressure !

fingers up to Tony Blair and co.
Mark expressed the hope that this
would signal that the Labour Party
was in revolt and shake the
Parliamentary Party - another
thing that he suggested scared
the TUC officialdom, something
I'm sure all socialists would wel-
come! )

Some activists have challenged
this plank of the campaign on the
basis that this would imply that
workers should (and maybe
therefore would) vote Tory in
cases where their candidates take
the populist line and give a 'bet-
ter' answer. PCS are not affiliated
to any political party and not
going to be recommending that
members vote one way or the
other. But workers are not stupid.
They tend to abstain from voting
where the party they are most
likely to identify with is offering
no solution to their problems.
Whether we like it or not this
party tends to be Labour.

Socialists do not support
Labour blindly, out of tribal loyal-
ty, but critically, from a working
class point of view. That is why
we are fundamentally opposed to
Blair's pro-capitalist clique which
is handing public services
over to big business. And

work every year on pay
while the ever stricter
parameters of Treasury
Guidance are making a
mockery of the system.
Added to this are punitive
and at times frankly bizarre
approaches to management
that continue to drive those
not facing the sack out of
the service in despair.

If members are willing
to follow up the massive
show of force on 31
January, then a national
civil strike on 1 May could
be on the cards. Many pub-
lic sector workers are hop-

Socialist Appeal !

this is also why we argue
that as long as the union
link remains so does the
potential to change the
party. But this will not hap-
pen without a fight and this
fight has start in the unions.
1st May will be in many
activists' diaries already so
let's hope that PCS' consul-
tation with members reveals
a mood for a second day of
strike action on that day
and that unions across the
public sector can link up to
fight for public services. O
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Victory: sacked Amicus
worker wins tribunal

SACKED AMICUS Press
Officer and deposed former
editor of the Amicus Unity
Gazette, Des Heemskerk,
has won his tribunal case for
unfair dismissal from his job
in the union. Almost exactly
a year since the sacking of
Des Heemskerk, Jimmy
Warne and Cathie Willis, the
tribunal have unanimously
found that Des was unfairly
dismissed from his employ-
ment. Jimmy Warne and
Cathie Willis have yet to
have their tribunal hearings,
which are scheduled for later
this year in August.

The Tribunal judgement
is scathing in it's condemna-
tion of the way in which the
Head of the Amicus Legal
Department, Georgina
Hirsch, conducted the "seri-
ously flawed investigation”
into Des Heemskerk during
his suspension. It points out
that she could "have carried
out a fair investigation pro-
vided she suppressed her
resentment of and antipathy
towards the Claimant. Sadly
she was unable to do so."
She "expected that a disci-
plinary hearing would be
inevitable". "Bias against Mr
Heemskerk was evident
throughout her dealings with
the matter - and all her
efforts thereafter consciously
or otherwise were devoted
to seeking evidence proving
her presumption".

The Tribunal Judgement
amply demonstrates that the
sacking of the former lead-
ership of the Amicus Unity
Gazette was part of a politi-
cal witch-hunt conducted by
Derek Simpson and his sup-
porters against those who
opposed his abandonment of
a left programme. The false
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by our industrial correspondént

charges levelled against the
three sacked workers were
designed to sow doubts and
undermine their credibility in
the Gazette. These attacks
resulted in a narrow vote to
remove them from the lead-
ership of the Gazette, in a
coup staged last year with
the assistance of right
wingers drafted in to take-
over the Gazette. The same
thing happened this year at
the Gazette AGM held in
March, where known right
wingers, one of whom had
stood against a Gazette can-
didate only a month previ-
ously, were allowed to vote
at a meeting packed with
full-time bureaucrats and
right-wing careerists.

NEC meeting

At a meeting of the Amicus
NEC held the week after the
judgement was announced a
motion was moved by Ged
Dempsey from the GPMU
sector to reinstate the three
sacked workers to their jobs.
Simpson spoke in the debate
for 47 minutes in a tirade of

abuse against the three. He
accused them of wanting to
bankrupt the union by their
support of the Wembley
workers during their dispute.

He also accused them of
wanting to tear the union
apart and destroy the con-
sensus of right and left on
the union Executive. This
same 'consensus' has led to
Simpson supporting Gordon
Brown for leader of the
Labour Party and giving sup-
port to Blair's programme for
nuclear power. He said that
Des Heemskerk was at the
heart of a cesspool, of which
the last dregs had been
removed from the Gazette
Editorial Board at the recent
AGM.

In the vote that immedi-
ately followed there were 29
votes to 9 to refuse re-
instatement with some
Gazette supporters lining up
with right wingers to oppose
giving Des his job back. This
was also reflected in elec-
tions held later in the meet-
ing to the Joint Executive of
the newly-merged union
where a consensus slate of

_DesiiHeemskerk 'and Céthie Willis rec-eii\_/e arddn‘e_a_tion to the
defence campaign from Amicus construction workers at
Heathrow.

right wingers and Simpson
supporters was voted
through, with Gazette sup-
porters being opposed by a
combination of the right-
wing and Simpson support-
ers.

The outcome of the elec-
tion for the Regional
Secretary in Yorkshire,
where the Gazette candidate
Chris Weldon stood on a
programme that supported
the leadership of Amicus and
lost by 3000 votes, shows
that the membership are not
willing to support ‘consen-
sus' politics. The independ-
ent candidate who won the
vote was seen as the anti-
establishment candidate and
won as a result.

Unless the Gazette
adopts a radical left pro-
gramme in the elections to
the new Executive next year
they will be defeated by
candidates who can reflect
the growing mood of anger
and discontent with the
leadership amongst the
membership. Even the 30%
vote in Amicus to oppose
the merger with the T&G,
without any organised cam-
paign of opposition, is a
reflection of the mood of
discontent amongst the
Amicus membership. A ‘con-
sensus' slate with the right
wing will be doomed to fail-
ure. Unless a democratic
structure can arise from a
merger of the T&G Broad
Left and Amicus Unity
Gazette, and so alter the
right wing policies of the
current Gazette leadership,
then socialists must question
whether the Gazette will be
an effective organisation to
advance progressive left
policies. O
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RMT force agreemem

by Paul Gillon, Glasgow

LAST WEEK'S 48-hour strike by RMT
signal workers in Scotland has forced
Network Rail bosses to agree to imple-
ment the working directive which they
agreed with the union last July.
Network Rail management were
responsible for strike action last week
and the disruption that affected hun-
dreds of thousands of commuters all
over the country. NR's intransigence
caused signallers to lose, pay and
threw thousands of commuters travel
plans into chaos.

The bosses at Network Rail also
played fast and loose with passenger
safety by their actions, staffing signal
boxes with insufficiently trained staff
who scabbed during the strike. The
RMT said some of the scabs had "only
a few hours training". In light of recent
tragedies on the railways and with the

Immigrant workers

fatal crash at Grayrigg, Cumbria still
fresh in the public's mind, NR's arro-
gance defies belief.

Fortunately, RMT officials led by
Scottish organiser Phil McGarry con-
vinced NR to come to the discussion
table and avoid more strike action over
the coming week. The bosses could of
course have given a firm agreement to
honour their original promise before
the action, but did all in their power to
cause misery to travellers and RMT
members instead. Bob Crow, RMT
General Secretary said he was satisfied
NR would now implement the agree-
ment in full. "We now hope the matter
can be put behind us but the union has
warned (management) that any further
attempt to renege on this agreement
will be met with the reinstatement of
strike action”. O

victory in Enfield

IN A brilliant victory for trade unionism,
70 mainly African migrant workers have
won union recognition at National Car
Parks (NCP) in Enfield.

Waging five days of strike action In
total these workers have shown guts
and determination against a hostile
employer.

They picketed local depots and held
a rally outside the local civic centre,
where John McDonell MP spoke. They
even won support from local people,
quite an achievement for traffic war-
dens!

Two days of further strike action
was called off when ACAS confirmed
that the GMB has over 75% of the
workforce in membership.

The union says there will be talks
next week to deal with outstanding
problems, especially an end to bullying

and harassment by management.

These low paid workers were espe-
cially angered when it was announced
that 3i, the self proclaimed world
leader in private equity, were selling
NCP to Australia's Macquarie Bank. It
was a deal that produced a profit of 45
per cent - £235m - in just 18 months.

The sale was confirmed last week
and NCP is being split into two parts.
NCP operates more than 900 car parks,
including 52,000 spaces at ten of
Britain's busiest airports including
Heathrow, Gatwick, Edinburgh and
Aberdeen.

It also runs the contract for issuing
penalty notices for London's congestion
charge. NCP manages 230,000 parking
spaces and handles more than 60 mil-
lion customer transactions a year. O

Appeal.

Send us your workplace and trade union reports to

contact@socialist.net
Wherever possible we will publish them on our
newly revamped British website www. socialist.net
as well as in the pages of your monthly Socialist
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‘Rgency workers
' smclletl up

';.ON FRIDAY March ond Labour MP |
Paul Farrelly moved a private mem-
ber's hill to give agency and tempo-
rary workers equal rights with perma-

nent and directly employed workers.

“This policy is part of the Warwick

agreement hammered out between

Labour and the trade unions and Is

enshrined in the 2005 Labour election

manifesto. The bill was 'talked out’ by

Jim Fitzpatrick with the full support of

Labour whips and the Labour cabinet.
John McDonnell said the experience
'made him ashamed to be a Labour

MP". .
Felicity Lawrence gave as an

_example in the Guardian (March 2nd)
the "two parallel worlds' for street
_cleaners and rubbish collectors in
Salford. "First, there are the 144 who
_are directly employed by the city
council. They receive a decent wage,
_get sick pay and have job security.
Then.. there are the 103 on agency
books. This group earns £2-£2.50 an
hour less than their directly employed
_counterparts - and for the same work.
Some are asked to turn up between
five and six in the morning to find out
whether they have work for the day,
hke dockers in the 1930s.”

Though the figures are shadowy,

'i'jthere seem to be over a million tem-
_porary or agency workers, who are
;};super-exptouted in this way. To be fair,
115 Labour MPs supported Paul
5;,Farre¥iy s bill. That means twice as
many went along wath the government
StItCh -up.

Jim Fntzpatnck defended hns actzons‘

ias “maxntannmg the flexibility that
_makes agency work popular and cre-
ates jobs".

- We have twoquestlons for

ifﬁ‘iﬂtzpatnck We understand that
_agency work is popular - with employ-
_ers. Does he really think it is popular
with workers who are super-exploited
_or with those whose pay and condi-
tions are being undercut? And second-
ly: we hear all the rhetoric about.
'global competitiveness'. Can he
_explain how this 'flexibility’ helps us
_export street cleaning in Salford into
the global economy - to Singapore or
Seattle? After all, Salford streets have
tobe cleaned in Salford. O
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by Mick Brooks

MORE THAN ten years ago the
government sold the idea of 'sin-
gle status' to the trade union
tops. For centuries the public
sector workforce had been divid-
ed into 'manuals' and white-collar
workers, with different contracts
of employment and different con-
ditions. This never made much
sense and, as unions amalgamat-
ed to cover both sets of workers,
was increasingly called into ques-
tion.

Moreover there was a serious
commitment to correcting the
longstanding injustice of low pay
for women workers. The problem
of equal pay is not mainly that
women get paid less than men
for doing exactly the same work,
but that they often work in low
paid female job ghettoes.

OK, so now all public sector
workers should be treated the
same. Typically manual workers
had a forty hour week, while
white-collar workers put in thirty
five hours. The obvious question:
- do we go up to the highest
level in the quest for single sta-
tus, or do we race to the bot-
tom? All the main unions
involved produced advice to local
negotiators that 'many will gain
and nobody should lose' because
of single status. That's not hap-
pening. For a start a compromise
37 hour week seems to be
emerging as the norm. What's
the matter with us all doing 357

The move to single status
was to be engineered by job
evaluation. People with clip-
boards would decide whether
press officers were worth more
or less than street cleaners.
Which would you sooner do? Job
evaluation has never been popu-
lar, and is certainly not scientific.

Ten years later the whole
thing is coming apart at the
seams. It is certain that by the
March 31st deadline, a majority
of local councils will not have sin-
gle status schemes in place. The
GMB union reckons it may be as
low as 20% in compliance. So

www.socialist.net

what's the matter - are they all
stupid?

It has been estimated that it
could cost as much as £10 billion
to 'round everyone up' within sin-
gle status. But the government
has not provided the councils a
penny to finance the plan.
Naturally, cash-strapped councils
have complained that to fully
implement this year's agreement
would cost them £4 billion that
they haven't got. So they're try-
ing to stop the wage bill across
the country rising more than 4%
overall -spending an extra £1 bil-
lion instead of the £4 billion
needed to fund single status.
That must mean that many will
lose out. In effect councils have
cracked down on their workers'
pay, arguing this is the only way
they can protect services.

Good and bad news

The good news is that perhaps
half a million workers will gain
from single status. The bad news
is that more than a hundred
thousand and possibly a quarter
of a million are to lose out.
Some could lose up to £15,000 a
year. For instance in Birmingham
a social work assistant on more
than £35,000 will have their pay
cut by £15,000 to equal that of a
street cleaner. This should not be
allowed to happen to anyone!

In many cases refuse collec-
tors, teaching assistants and din-
ner ladies - the sort of people
single status was intended to
help - will lose out. Job evalua-
tion has spread to the NHS under
the 'agenda for change' equiva-
lent of single status. Low paid
male workers such as porters are
likely to have their pay frozen for
years while women catch up.

Most losers are likely to be
relatively well-paid male white-
collar workers but, because of
the arbitrary nature of job evalu-
ation, all manner of ridiculous
results may be posted. The
unions promised their members

~ trade union news

single status shamhies

that existing staff wages and
conditions would be protected.
Even if existing office holders'
wages are frozen for two or
three years, management can
move to change your contact of
employment and implement a
pay cut eventually.

But the unions leadership's
uncritical support for the move to
single status means that they are
betraying potential losers from
the move to single status.

The situation has been made
more complicated by the emer-
gence of back-dated equal pay
claims from women workers, that
challenge deals already struck
between the unions and the
councils. The unions signed com-
promise deals, sacrificing the
rights of low paid women work-
ers to preserve the position of
male workers - most of whom
were not living in the lap of luxu-
ry.

These court claims are likely
to cost local authorities more bil-
lions of pounds, billions that
won't be spent on services.
Nevertheless the unions must
back these women who are enti-
tled to this money. Unions should
not allow themselves to be
trapped by the iniquities of local
government finance. Their job is
to protect their members' inter-
ests - all their members. They
should remember that. O
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Airbus feature

European workers
fight job cuts!

Airbus workers throughout Europe have react-
ed with anger to the announcement of the
axing of 10,000 jobs as part of the "Power 8"
plan. Below TERRY CROW explains the back-
ground and opposite French marxists outline a

fighting programme

1,100 JOBS will be lost at
Airbus Headquarters in
Toulouse, 3,200 will be lost
in the rest of France, 3,700
in Germany, 400 in Spain,
and 1,600 in the UK. Around
5,000 of these job losses will
be temporary or on-site con-
tractors where the cuts have
already started.

Airbus manufacture air-
craft parts all over Europe,
and the planes are finally
assembled either in Toulouse
or Hamburg. One part of the
Power 8 plan is to outsource
as much manufacturing
capacity as possible to drive
down costs, that is to exploit
their workers further, in
order to increase profits.

The announcement fol-
lows extensive discussions
between national govern-
ments. Alistair Darling, the
UK Trade and Industry
Secretary, was reported to
have threatened Airbus with
the loss of military orders if
the cuts in the UK were too
deep. Thus the bourgeois
politicians jostle among
themselves to secure the
best deal for their individual
national capitalist class.

Reacting to the Power 8
announcement on 28
February, the leading Airbus
governments all welcomed
the news while shedding
crocodile tears at the job
losses in their respective
countries. Darling said, "The
long-term future for Airbus
in the UK is a good one".
French Prime Minister

Dominique de Villepin called
the plan "necessary" and
added that the French
Government would give
€100m in aid to Airbus.
Chancellor Merkel has also
publicly supported the plan.
Although at the time of writ-
ing, the details are still
unclear, it appears that the
1,600 jobs lost in the UK will
be shared between Filton
near Bristol, which manufac-
tures parts for wings, fuel
systems and landing gear,
and the plant at Broughton
in North Wales that assem-
bles wings for Airbus air-
craft.

British plants

Airbus, like the other main
aircraft manufacturer Boeing,
wishes to move from aircraft
built from metal to aircraft
using composite carbon
fibre. The assembly line at
Broughton is designed to
make metal wings. No
investment was announced
for Broughton to enable the
factory to assemble compos-
ite wings and therefore the
long-term future of the plant
is not assured. A second,
smaller part of Filton that
designs wings will be largely
unaffected.

In addition to the job
cuts, Airbus Management
have announced their inten-
tion to focus on "core busi-
ness", in other words to con-
tract out activities that are
not considered to be core. At

three plants, Filton, Méaulte
(France) and Nordenham
(Germany), Airbus will seek
"industrial partnerships" and
have apparently already
received unsolicited
approaches from potential
partners. For example, press
reports have mentioned that
GKN of the UK is understood
to be interested in Filton,
presumably with the intent
of purchasing it from Airbus.
Airbus have also made clear
their intention to sell off or
even close factories at three
other sites at Varel,
Laupheim (both in
Germany), and St. Nazaire-
Ville (France).

Airbus currently have a
backlog of orders of 2,700
aircraft, which is enough
work for years. Business for
airlines is booming and new
aircraft are in heavy
demand. So what has gone
wrong? Tom Enders, the
joint-CEO of EADS, Airbus's
parent company, admitted a
few days ago that "serious
management mistakes were
made". The costs of produc-
ing the new Airbus A380 air-
craft, the "super-jumbo”
have soared owing to man-
agement blunders.

Management blunders

Another new type of Airbus
aircraft, the A350, is needed
to compete with Boeing's
new "Dreamliner”, the B787.
But the A350 has to be
redesigned, because of fur-
ther management errors,
which has meant both that
its development costs have
risen and that it will not be
available for years. This has
allowed Boeing to capture
the market with the B787
which is ready just about

now. Under capitalism,
Airbus workers are now
being asked to pay the price
for their management's
incompetence.

There is no doubt that
Airbus is also planning to
move some of their produc-
tion to factories outside
Europe. A manufacturing
plant outside Beijing will be
completed later this year
when it will produce Airbus
parts and later assemble
whole aircraft. There have
been press reports that
President Putin of Russia is
interested in a similar deal.
Airbus's only real rival is
Boeing of the US and it is no
accident that global politics
and the competition for mar-
kets by each national bour-
geoisie impact on the future
of Airbus. Both the Russians
and the Chinese are looking
to Europe to assist their own
indigenous industries and to
help provide badly needed
planes, while not wanting to
rely on the US to do so.

Nicolas Sarkozy, the
right-wing French
Presidential candidate, said,
when the job losses were
first announced, that the
state should not interfere in
Airbus. Having now seen the
reaction of, he has now cyni-
cally changed his mind and
is now calling for increased
French Government influ-
ence in the company, pre-
sumably to protect jobs in
France at the expense of
jobs elsewhere in Europe.
Workers throughout Airbus
regardless of their nationality
must reject such reactionary
manoeuvres. It is only by
uniting across frontiers that
the Power8 plan can be
defeated. O
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NATIONALISATION!

sign and circuiate this anneal!

THE FRENCH organisers of this appeal demand the transformation of
Airbus-EADS into a public company, in France and across Europe.

Please sign this appeal, providing your name, city,

and political or trade union affiliations to Socialist

Appeal or e.mail to: redaction2@lariposte.com. If
you are a worker at Airbus or a sub-contractor,

please specify.

THE INDUSTRY must be controlled and
managed by the workers. Its develop-
ment must respond, not to the greed of
its shareholders, but to the needs and
objectives of the industry, determined
democratically by the workers them-
selves, where the elected representa-
tives must occupy a dominant place in
the management of the enterprise at
all levels.

The international character of Airbus
underlines the necessity of a democrat-
ic and rational plan of production, free
from capitalist competition. A rejection
of the "Power 8" plan implies a mobili-
sation coordinated by the workers in
their respective countries. We must
strongly reject any attempt, no matter
where it comes from, to turn the work-
ers of one country against those of
another. The division of the working
class can only benefit the backers of
the "Power 8" plan.

Various political and trade union
representatives demand that the state
has a bigger presence in Airbus. The
presidents of several Socialist Party
governed regions have proposed their
entry into the group. These recommen-
dations completely miss the point. For
one thing, they do not address Plan 8
at all, and for another, it proposes fill-
ing up the coffers of a private company
with funds from state and regional

www.socialist.net

budgets, i.e. the spending of public
money to satisfy the greed of the
shareholders. We nationalise the losses
and privatise the profits!

Buying out some of the largest
shareholders, who have already largely
pillaged the company's funds, is out of
the question. Airbus-EADS is the prod-
uct of the labour of the workers. They
will be able to develop the aeronautic
industry far better when it has been
taken out of the hands of the share-
holders, who only want to bleed it dry.
The workers must take control over the
management of this industry.

The signatories of this appeal
demand the unconditional withdrawal
of the Power 8 plan and the nationali-
sation of Airbus-EADS, without com-
pensation to the big shareholders. No
to plant closures and transfers! No to
job cuts! For a 100% publicly owned
aeronautic industry under the demo-
cratic control and management of the
workers! O

'_March French factones En Toulouse

,Meaulte and around 15,000 in
'_Toulouse. Support for the strike was
fso%td with over 90% out.

:showed the potentnai of umted

16 Metall sard 25 000 demonstra-' -
tre, many brought by buses from a!l
_' demonstrated in Lauphelm

"Thls foitowed eart:er day of protesi: |
in France of samilar size on 6 March

.fdemonstratron outszde the French

| and the UGT called out 9 000 work-v »
ers at seven sites to protest. In

_ Bntam there was a demonstratton tn
Chester, near the factory at:

v Broughton m Wales l'.‘! .

Hubert Prévaud
(trade unionist at Airbus,Toulouse)

Young Communists
Haute-Garonne

Editorial Board La Riposte

Meaulte St 'Nazaire and Nantes
shut down as workers marched m
the streets. 1 SOO marched in

On the 16 March Atrbus workers

tors had converged on the city cen—

over the country. More than 2 000

10 000 marched m Toulouse

Workers staged a two hour walk out
at Maeulte and there was a small
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multiculturalism

Multiculturalism -

what iis it and will it survive?

by Barbara Humphries

~ This article by Barbara Humphries was written some weeks
- ago. Though the initial controversy has died down the issues
raised are important and will, unfortunately, resurface.

MULTICULTURALISM IS again

under attack. Not just by fanatics

from the British National Party

but by members of the New

- Labour Establishment. Following
the bombings on London trans-

port last year Ruth Kelly and

~ David Blunkett have cast doubts

on it and called for a "British

identity".

Jack Straw has asked that
- women Muslims in his constituen-
cy, remove their veils (the nigab)
in his surgery as he feels uncom-
fortable with them. Trevor
Phillips, Chair of the Commission
for Racial Equality, who backs
Jack Straw, has urged for integra-
tion as a way forward - "to stop
us from sleep walking into segre-
gation".

What is multiculturalism? Here
Trevor Phillips makes an impor-
tant point. He says "It is impor-
tant to differentiate the idea of a
multicuitural society which is a
fact of life from muilticulturalism®.
We must defend our multicultural
society against reactionaries and
bigots. London is one of the most
diverse cities in the world which
enriches the lives of its inhabi-
tants. Diversity, as the London
mayor Ken Livingstone says, is to
be celebrated.

This is not a new phenom-
enon. For centuries there
have been waves of immigra-
tion into London and other
cities in the UK by workers
- from throughout the world
- seeking employment and
~ escape from poverty in their
own countries. This has been
~ actively encouraged by the
capitalist class as these work-
~ers have filled gaps in the
labour force often at cheaper

rates.
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In the 1950s workers came to
Britain from the Indian sub conti-
nent to work at factories such as
Wolfes in Southall where the
employers could not recruit as
the pay and working conditions
were so bad. Workers came from
the Caribbean to work on our
public transport system and in
our health service. These workers
could easily be identified as they
are black and Asian.

One Working class

The present wave of large scale
immigration, however, are white.
They are from the eastern
European countries which have
recently joined the European
Union. But they are all part of the
British working class and as such
their working conditions and wel-
fare are the concern of the labour
movement. The working class in
Britain is diverse - any suggestion
that there is a "white working
class" separate from ethnic
minorities is reactionary and mis-
guided.

The working class has always
been diverse, based on different
industries and communities. It is
economics - such as the pit clo-
sure programme of the 1980s

and 1990s, not immigration which
has destroyed working class com-
munities. However this is in part
a reaction against the concept of
multiculturalism - because, again
to quote Trevor Phillips - "The
philosophy of multiculturalism
begins by defining people as dif-
ferent and then treating them dif-
ferently." |
The strategy of multicultural-
ism had its roots in the riots of
the 1980s. Discontent amongst
ethnic minorities in areas such as
Southall and Brixton had to be
managed and controlled. This
was to be done by ethnic moni-
toring, funding to interest groups
and encouraging separate devel-
opment by communities. This was
not a class approach. Asian com-
munities for instance have mil-
lionaires and workers on £12,000
a year. The strategy of multicul-
turalism would treat them all as
the same. Multiculturalism was a
top down approach to tackling
racism. It aimed to contain the
problem rather than confront it.
The campaign against racism
in the 1970s was a political cam-
paign waged by anti-fascist
groups and the labour movement.
After an Asian student was mur-
dered by a white racist in
Southall in 1976 a magnificent
demonstration was organised by
the Asian community and by local
labour movement organisations
such as the trades council
and the Labour Party. Its
theme was "one race the
human race". (Although
Marxists at the time would
have called for "one class -
the working class") - this
theme was adopted to
emphasise what unites us,
not what divides us.

It was a political cam-
paign - in the face of opposi-
tion not just from white
racists and members of fas-
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cist organisations, but the
ruling class itself. The Tory
Party at the time had a racist
agenda. The Tories on Ealing
Council just years after the
death of an Asian student in
1976 allowed the National
Front to call a so-called pub-
lic meeting in the centre of
Southall, which now had a
majority of Asian residents.
This meeting which led to
violence and the death of an
antifascist demonstrator,
Blair Peach, was a deliberate
provocation.

Multiculturalism has been
embraced by the establish-
ment - ethnic monitoring is
wide spread in every work-
place and diversity toolkits
are provided for staff. But is
this is an effective way of
combating racism? It is a
managerial approach to a
political issue. Many workers
from ethnic minorities still
find themselves in low pay
ghettos. It also has a fragile
base. Embracing multicultur-
alism has gone hand in hand
with an economic boom in
the 1990s where immigrant
workers to fill vacancies have
been welcome by employers.

At the last election the
Confederation of British
Industry, the employers'
organisation, had doubts
about supporting its tradi-
tional party - the
Conservative Party because
of the party's dubious posi-
tion on immigration. We
need these workers they
said - there cannot be
restrictions or curbs. But
would this survive a slump
as in the 1970s, when with
rising unemployment, immi-
grant workers were made
scapegoats. Racism is not
just about skin colour.
Bosnians and Poles could
face the same hostility as
black and Asian workers did
in previous years.

In these circumstances
multiculturalism could
become decidedly flakey. Are
we in favour of integration?
Yes, if it is democratic and
voluntary. Accentuating dif-
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ferences can make minorities
vulnerable and confine them
to ghettoes of poverty. Areas
inhabited by ethnic minori-
ties who arrive in this coun-
try often have the worst
housing conditions. Workers
stay in these areas because
they cannot afford to move
out and they fear being
attacked by racists. There is
security in the ghetto.

Islam

But the present threat to
multiculturalism does not
come primarily from the eco-
nomic situation. It has come
about as a result of US and
British foreign policy. Wars in
Afghanistan and Iraq have
gone hand in hand with
attacks on Muslims. They
have also had an impact on
Muslim youth in Britain. A
layer of young people who
were brought up as typical
British teenagers have
turned to "radical Islam" as
a response to wars waged in
the interests of US imperial-
ism which have led to the
slaughter of Muslims in Irag
and Afghanistan.

Attitudes have hardened
on all sides. Some have even
been prepared to Kill inno-
cent civilians on a large scale
in their home country in the
name of their cause. The
events of July 7th in London
last year in turn provoked an
anti-Muslim backlash. It is in
the light of this that Jack

Straw's comments on
women wearing the veil
must be seen.

In a multicultural society
where differences are to be
celebrated how can one
decide what does or does
not go? What other forms of
dress can be banned? Are
we not in danger of falling
into the trap of behaving in
the same way as religious
fanatics in Afghanistan and
Irag. In Iraq women in both
Sunni and Shia communities
are persecuted for wearing
the wrong dress. This is
after the so-called US led
"liberation” of the country.

But there was always a
problem also with the con-
cept of multiculturalism. Do
you celebrate all differences?
What about forced marriages
or female circumcision? The
ongoing debate about the
veil, which then extended to
the dismissal of a teaching
assistant, has brought this
dilemma to the fore.

Behind it lies the oppres-
sion of women in society and
the role that religious institu-
tions have played in this.
Many of these practices have
not previously been chal-
lenged by Labour MPs.
Within the Labour Party itself
cultural differences are used
as an excuse to turn a blind
eye to practices such as
packing meetings. It is only
when a scandal emerges
that the Labour leadership
has been forced to take

some action.

In some constituencies
religious and cultural organi-
sations substitute for Labour
Party organisation. This
inevitably gives power and
influence to the "elders" in
the community, often enforc-
ing very reactionary ideas
which may well be at odds
with those of the young gen-
eration.

Multiculturalism cannot
be an effective way of fight-
ing racism. Culture is a com-
plex issue, often justifying
traditional attitudes which
are constantly being chal-
lenged. Capitalism destroys
cultures and tries to create
uniformity. As Darcus Howe
said on the subject - "we all
shop at TESCOs now". Is
this what we have in com-
mon?

It may be one of the
activities, which for better or
worse shapes our lives. But
what we have in common is
that we live and work here
in this country. There is no
other definition of a "British
culture". Attempts to define
a British culture have been
ludicrous and reactionary.

In the 1970s and 1980s
the labour movement was a
key factor in life in the UK. It
was through the labour
movement that workers of
ethnic minorities have been
integrated. Maybe not easily.
But in the year of the 30th
anniversary of the Grunwick
strike we can say that it has
been done.

The recent Gate Gourmet
strike showed that tradition
is alive and well. Only the
labour movement, fighting
on the class issues which
can unite workers of all
backgrounds, will defeat the
divide and rule tactics of our
enemies. In this struggle,
neither Trevor Phillips nor
Ken Livingstone represent a
real working class policy.
That is something socialists
still have to fight for in the
labour movement and wider
society. O
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- credibility of the demonstra-

byAAIan Woods

"As a dog returneth to his vomit, so a fool returneth to his folly."

(Proverbs, 26:11)

FOLLOWING THE publication of
my article on Iraq, War Drums in
Washington or Bush's Last stand,
I received a letter from Dr. Carlos
Alzucaray Treto (Head of
Department, Coordinator of
International and Strategic
Studies, Higher Institute of
International Relations, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs) in Havana, who
made the following observations:

"It seemed to me to be all
very correct. I agree with 99% of
it. Just one clarification concern-
ing the motivations behind the
war in Iraq:

"I have arrived at the hypothe-
sis that the ruling class of the
USA as a whole considers the
demonstrative use of irresistible
military force to be a highly effec-
tive instrument of its world domi-
nation. To try to prove to all its
adversaries that, as they say, 'all
resistance is useless'. Although in
each case other motives have
existed, time after time (Granada
1983, Panama 1989, The Gulf
War of 1991, Somalia, Kosovo
1999, Afghanistan 2001, Iraq
2003) they have always picked
weak, easily defeated, adversaries
and thus to say to these same
adversaries, and to others and to
the whole world: the United
States is invincible (just as in
Rambo and other Hollywood
movies). That is why the
haemorrhaging of the armed
forces Iraq, which you
describe very well, is so seri-
ous for the system of domi-
nation. It undermines the

tive effect of an overwhelm-

ing military victory, the key

element for power, according

to the ruling class as a whole.
"Greetings from Cuba,
Carlos"
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The comments of Dr. Carlos
Alzugaray Treto are very welcome
and can help us to deepen our
analysis of the general world situ-
ation and the role of the USA.

It is absolutely correct to say
that US imperialism, especially
since the fall of the USSR has set
itself the aim of dominating the
whole world and to crush any
country that attempts to resist it.
Washington's motto is: "Do as we
say, or we will bomb you." "Do as
we say, or we will invade you." It
is also true that the question of
oil (which is obviously very impor-
tant) was not the most important
consideration in Washington's
decision to invade Iraq, but rather
its broader strategic considera-
tions in the Middle East.

However, the purpose of my
article was precisely to show that
the USA had burnt its fingers in
Iraq. Far from realising their
strategic, political and economic,
objectives, they have suffered a
great setback, as Dr. Carlos
Alzugaray Treto says. Far from
demonstrating their power, they
have demonstrated the limits of
their power. The results of this
will be far-reaching.

However, the main point of my
article was to point out that, from

George Bush's Middie East Adventure:
The chickens come home 10 roost

the standpoint of US imperialism,
it is evident that the invasion of
Iraq was a very grave error. The
idea (which I have sometimes
come across) that all the actions
of the imperialists are carefully
calculated and conform to an
intelligent plan, is incorrect. In
any war the importance of leader-
ship is a key factor. In politics as
in war, the quality of individual
leaders can have a considerable
effect.

Of course, such factors enter
into the category of historical
accident. They cannot affect the
outcome of broad historical
processes. But they can certainly
affect particular phenomena, pro-
ducing complicated cross-cur-
rents, and delaying or accelerat-
ing a certain line of development.
If it were not for this, history
would be a very simple affair, and
very easy to predict.

Marxism does not deny the
role of the individual in history,
but explains that the actions of
individual men and women are
not merely the result of free will
but are determined by the exist-
ing material conditions that have
been shaped independently of
their will and consciousness. The
actions of a leader are necessarily
limited by the given con-
text. In a favourable objec-
tive situation, the mistakes
of a leader do not neces-
sarily have serious and
lasting effects. In such a
period, even a mediocre
leader can achieve brilliant
results in spite of his limi-
tations. But in an
unfavourable historical con-
juncture, even a capable
leader finds his options
reduced and the likelihood
of failure correspondingly
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increases.

The present historical period is the
period of capitalism's senile decay. US
imperialism, the gendarme of world
capitalism, finds itself besieged on all
sides. Wars break out continually and
terrorism spreads like an uncontrollable
epidemic. The USA, it is true, has enor-
mous economic and military resources.
But even these resources are not with-
out limit. The constant wars and vast
expenditure they entail are sapping the
wealth and strength of the USA. In
such circumstances, an intelligent
leader would use the threat of military
intervention to impose the will of the
USA on other countries. But it is an ele-
mentary proposition of diplomacy that
the actual use of military strength must
always be the final resort, not the first
option. The slogan of the Marine Corps
conveys this idea very well: "Speak
softly and carry a big stick."

The conduct of Bush and the neo-
conservative clique headed by Dick
Cheney is not that of wise statesmen
but of gangsters, bullies and vulgar
adventurers. They imagine that the
power of the USA gives it the right to
throw its weight around and intervene
in the affairs of other countries like a
bully in a school playground. But the
power of US imperialism is limited. By
charging into Irag and waging a war on
false pretences they set in motion a
chain of events they did not foresee
and over which they have no control.

In the same way that the revolu-
tionary movement depends at critical
moments on the quality of the leader-
ship, so the outcome of a war, such as
the war in Iraq, can be decisively influ-
enced by the political and military lead-
ership of the bourgeoisie. Bush plunged
the US into a military adventure in Irag.
Now it is not a question of if, but rather
when they will leave. It is true that
even a far-sighted and intelligent leader
would be in difficulties. But the present
administration in Washington is the
most stupid, ignorant and myopic for
decades. They understood nothing,
foresaw nothing and conseqguently have
ended in a mess. The imperialists will
pay a heavy price for the poor quality
of their leading men and women!

US overstretched
The US is undoubtedly the greatest
superpower in history but it is now

severely overstretched by its world role.
As I pointed out in my article, the USA
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has inherited the role of world police-
man from Britain. But in 19th Century
Britain made a lot of money out of
plundering its colonies. But that was in
a different historical period - the period
of the rise of capitalism, when the
bourgeoisie, despite its monstrous
exploitative and oppressive nature, was
still capable of playing a relatively pro-
gressive role in developing the produc-
tive forces.

The period in which we are living is
entirely different. It is the period of
imperialist decay. The inability of capi-
talism to develop the productive forces
as it did in the past is the result of the
central contradiction between the colos-
sal productive potential of industry, sci-
ence and technology and the narrow
limits imposed by private property and
the nation state. This expresses itself in
the phenomenon of globalisation, that
is, the attempt to exploit to the maxi-
mum the world market, which was
already predicted by Marx and Engels
in the pages of the Communist
Manifesto.

However, the advent of globalisation
does not signify the elimination of the
contradictions of capitalism, only their
reproduction on a far bigger scale than
the past. Lenin explained that capital-
ism means war, and his book,
Imperialism, the Highest Phase of
Capitalismn, is still the most modern text
one can read on the present world situ-
ation.

Despite globalisation - or rather
because of it - the tensions between
nations are not decreasing but increas-
ing to an unprecedented degree.
Everywhere one looks one sees new
conflicts and wars. This imposes a
severe strain on the USA, despite its
vast resources. Let us examine for a
moment the deployment of US troops
on a world scale. The breakdown at the

moment is approximately as follows:

® Almost 150,000 troops in Irag (with
maore on the way)

® 18,000 in Afghanistan (and this is
not enough to control the situation)
® 20,000 in Japan

® 19,000 in South Korea

® 53,000 in Europe (the Russians are
asking what for?)

@ 2,000 in Bosnia and Kosovo (where
nothing has been solved)

@ 1800 in the Horn of Africa.

And let us not forget the 700 or so
marines still occupying a slice of Cuban
territory in Guantanamo.

The war in Afghanistan is even
more unwinnable than the war in Iraq.
Years after prodaiming victory, the US
only exercises a shaky control over
Kabul, where its puppet Karzai is only
kept alive by his American bodyguards.
The US and British forces are bogged
down in fighting in the south, where
the Taliban and others are waging an
implacable struggle against the occupy-
ing forces.

The Americans and British have not
been able to pacify Afghanistan. The
parliament (loya jirga) is made up of
warlords, drug barons, asserted gang-
sters and Taliban sympathisers. The
imperialists shake their heads and com-
plain that they did not expect the
Taliban to put up such a determined
resistance. We do not know why they
did not expect it, since the whole histo-
ry of the country shows that the people
of Afghanistan do not take kindly to
foreign invaders. They defeated the
British army in the 19th century, and
the Soviet Union, with all its might, was
eventually compelled to withdraw. In
desperation, the USA invites its NATO
"allies" to participate in the war in the
South. The latter politely reply: "after
you, gentlemen!" As a result of the
intervention in Afghanistan, the whole
of Central Asia has been destabilized
and the Musharraf regime in Pakistan is
hanging by a thread.

In addition to the publicly declared
military engagements, the USA is also
involved in other military activities that
are not declared. It was recently
revealed that the USA has approximate-
ly 1,800 troops in the Horn of Africa,
where presumably they have not gone
to admire the scenery. The Islamic
rebels in Somalia were winning a civil
war against a reactionary and corrupt
government of warlords, backed by
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Washington. The USA was clearly
behind the intervention of the
Ethiopian army, which has tem-
porarily succeeded in defeating
the rebels and re-imposing the
pro-US warlords in Mogadishu.
But since the Somalis will not tol-
erate the presence of Ethiopian
soldiers on their soil for long, the
US will have to increase its mili-
tary involvement in order to pre-
vent the victory of the rebels.
Whoever controls the Horn of
Africa controls the entry to the
Persian Gulf. US has built a big
military base in Djibouti, and it is
quite likely that Washington will
find itself dragged into a new war

in the Horn of Africa.
Defeat in Iraq

Four years after the invasion of Iraqg, all
Bush's plans are in ruins. With almost
150,000 troops he cannot defeat the
insurgents. The mood of the population
is overwhelmingly hostile to the occu-
pying forces. This was recently con-
firmed by a poll conducted by the BBC
and ABC. This shows a collapse of con-
fidence in the future, a burning hatred
of the Coalition forces and a complete
lack of trust in the Maliki government.
On the fourth anniversary of the inva-
sion, it makes grim reading for the
White House. According to the opinion
poll most Iraqis now say they were bet-
ter off under Saddam Hussein. Even
the man who appeared on television
destroying the statue of Saddam now
says he is sorry and wishes the statue -
and Saddam - were back!

The US is now desperately trying to
create an Iragi army. They want to
establish a firm base that would permit
the US army to withdraw, leaving
behind a puppet government and an
army and police force capable of keep-
ing the situation under control. But how
can they? They have split Iraqi society
along religious and sectarian lines.
They originally made concessions to
Shiites, angering the Sunnis. Now,
under pressure from the Saudis and
fearful of the growing influence of Iran,
they are trying to shift the balance
towards the Sunnis, bribing some tribal
leaders. This has angered the Shiites.

Before the invasion of Iraq, in 2003,
Bush, following the advice of the neo-
conservative gang, hit upon the brilliant
idea that, since Iraq's Shiite majority
had been oppressed under Saddam
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Hussein, the Shiites would provide a
solid base of support for the
Americans. More thinking elements in
the intelligence community warned
them about the ties between Iraqi
Shiite leaders and Iran. But these
warnings went unheeded. Now, sud-
denly, the White House has woken up
to the fact that it is Iran, and not the
US, which has established a solid base
inside Iraq and has growing influence
over the Shiite population.

The Administration is putting heavy
pressure on Prime Minister Maliki to
force him to co-operate with the United
States army in suppressing radical
Shiite militias, such as Moqtada al-
Sadr's Mahdi Army. But if Maliki obliges
them, he will merely succeed in signing
his own death warrant - politically and
perhaps physically. Given the present
bloody chaos in Irag, which is entirely
the responsibility of the Americans, the
mass of Iragis, whether Sunni or Shiite,
see no alternative but to back the mili-
tias that provide them with at least
some kind of protection and often are
the only source of supply for the basic
necessities of life. The Americans are
hated; the government is increasingly
unpopular and seen as collaborators. If
they attack the militias they will rapidly
lose even the narrow base of support
that it still possesses.

Iraq is not on the brink of a civil
war. There is a civil war in Irag. How
else does one describe the daily mas-
sacres, the constant ethnic and sectari-
an cleansing? The displacement of
large numbers of people which is tak-
ing place in Iraq can lead to the parti-
tion of Irag. It can end in the division
of the country into three parts, with
Sunni areas, Shiite areas, and Kurdish

areas. Even Baghdad might
be divided into Sunni and
Shiite areas. This would be
a nightmare scenario, like
the partition of India in
1947. It could only be
brought about by the most
frightful massacres and
bloodshed.

By their actions the US
imperialists have destabi-
lized the entire Middle East.
Jordan was relatively stable,
but no more. If Bush has
his way, the same chaos
and internal strife we now
see in Irag will spread to
Lebanon and Syria, with
conflicts between Sunnis,
Alawis, Marionite Christians, Druzes and
Shiites. The same sectarian madness,
once unleashed, would not be easy to
contain. It can spread, not only to
Jordan but also to Egypt, Saudi Arabia
and the countries of North Africa. It
would mean new instability and wars.

Bush blunders again

Flexibility is necessary in all wars.
Tactics must change with changing cir-
cumstances. A general who is inflexible,
who works out a battle plan and rigidly
sticks to it will certainly lead his army
to defeat. Bush has done just that in
Irag. There is an old saying that the
people get the leaders they deserve.
Without further qualification, this state-
ment is not correct. But it is correct to
say that the ruling class in the USA has
certainly got the leaders that it
deserves. The American bourgeois were
originally enthusiastic about Bush, but
now all that has changed. They have
lost all confidence in the man in the
Oval Office. Above all, they have lost all
confidence in his ability to win the war
in Irag. That is why they set up the
Iraq Study Group, in a desperate
attempt to pressurize him to change
course. To no avail! He just ignored it.

Bush decided to send a further
21,000 soldiers. But this is not "irre-
sistible military force " but a joke in
very bad taste. It will do nothing to
change the military situation, but will
lead to more US casualties. Whatever
they do now will be wrong.

The Economist (13th March, 2007)
commented acidly:

"Mr. Bush's new foreign policy is
probably best explained as a reaction
to events. What he tried before in Irag
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did not work, so he is trying something
new. He also has to deal with a
Democratic Congress that, if ignored,
may tie his hands. Some Democrats
want to cut off funds for the war.
Others favour standing back and letting
Mr. Bush take all the blame. John
Murtha, a close ally of Nancy Pelosi,
the House speaker, foolishly revealed a
plan gradually to place so many restric-
tions on how troops can be deployed
that the war would become
unwinnable. His party distanced itself
from such tactics, which would incense
patriotic voters, but has yet to agree on
an alternative. Meanwhile, the (wafer-
thin) Democratic majcrity in the Senate
is still thinking about rescinding the
authorization for the Iraq war it voted
on in 2002. Chatting with the Iranians
might be intended as a painless way of
mollifying Congress - but don't bet on it
working."

It goes on: "Michael Rubin, an ana-
lyst at the American Enterprise
Institute, a hawkish think-tank, thinks
the shift is small in substance but sym-
bolically important. He sees two dan-
gers. First, Iranian diplomats might
make a promise that another part of
the Iranian regime might break, which
would render further bilateral diploma-
cy impossible. Second, he thinks Iran is
"dangerously overconfident". Leaders in
Tehran, few of whom have a feel for
American politics, might misread the
current anti-war rhetoric in Congress as
a sign that America is now too weak
politically to frustrate Iran's regional
ambitions. That could prompt them to
miscalculate and provoke a military
clash. “The risk of a conflict with Iran
has never been higher,” he says."

Splits in the ruling class

The Bush Administration is hell bent on
intensifying its military adventure in
Iraq and on spreading the chaos and
instability to the whole of the Middle
East. According to recent reports, it is
engaged in clandestine operations,
together with Saudi Arabia and Israel,
to undermine Iran and Syria. These
activities are conducted in secret and
are not reported to Congress.

The actions of Bush and Cheney
closely resemble those of another
adventurer, Richard Nixon, who waged
2 secret war in Cambodia behind the
2acks of Congress and the American
people. Their dealings with dubious
re=mediaries - including Sunni
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extremists in Lebanon with links to al
Qaeda also resemble a more recent
scandal. Two decades ago the Reagan
Administration sold arms to Iran in
order, illegally, to fund the Nicaraguan
Contras in what became known as the
Iran-Contra scandal. Even though the
programme was eventually exposed, it
was carried out quite successfully
behind the backs of Congress. Saudi
money was involved in this scandal,
and it is entirely possible that history is
now repeating itself. According to some
sources, Negroponte resigned as direc-
tor of the CIA in part because he did
not want a repeat of his experience in
the Reagan Administration.

A recent article in The New Yorker
(5th March) quotes a Pentagon consult-
ant as saying that there was some diffi-
culty accounting for covert funds:
"There are many, many pots of black
money, scattered in many places and
used all over the world on a variety of
missions," he said. The budgetary
chaos in Irag, where billions of dollars
are unaccounted for, has made it a
vehicle for such transactions, according
to these sources.

The CIA is engaged in covert activi-
ties all over the world, not just the
Middle East. They systematically work
to undermine and overthrow govern-
ments that they consider inimical to the
interests of the United States - that is,
to US imperialism and the big monopo-
lies that are behind it. This includes
covert operations to assassinate Hugo
Chavez, the democratically elected
President of Venezuela, and to over-
throw the Cuban Revolution under the
false flag of "democracy".

In general, the American ruling class
IS quite content to turn a blind eye to
these goings-on. But occasionally, when
a particular Administration goes too far
and places the interests of US imperial-
ism in danger through foreign adven-
tures, the US Establishment intervenes
to clip its wings, or, as with Nixon,
remove it from office altogether. There
are some signs that the Establishment
is becoming concerned about the Bush
Administration and is taking steps to
limit the damage it is causing.

Apart from the effect on the psy-
chology of the troops in Iraq and the
people in the US, it also represents a
serious strain on America's resources, -
which are huge but not unlimited. The
original cost of the Iraq war was sup-
posed to be $60 billion. But the bill so
far amounts to $350 billions. The war is

costing America $2 billion every week,
and nobody knows what the final bill
will be. One estimate puts it as high as
$2 trillion. This will have serious conse-
quences for the US economy, which is
already slowing down and threatened
with recession. At the same time Bush
is spending ever greater quantities on
arms and internal security, the
President is demanding deep cuts in
social spending on medical care and
pensions. This variant on Goehring's
policy of "guns before butter" threatens
the Republicans with annihilation in the
next election.

Things are therefore beginning to
stir on Capitol Hill. The Senate
Intelligence Committee, headed by
Senator Jay Rockefeller, has scheduled
a hearing for March 8th on Defense
Department intelligence activities.
Senator Ron Wyden, of Oregon, a
Democrat who is a member of the
Intelligence Committee, told Hersh:
"The Bush Administration has frequent-
ly failed to meet its legal obligation to
keep the Intelligence Committee fully
and currently informed. Time and
again, the answer has been "Trust us'."
Wyden said, "It is hard for me to trust
the Administration.”

These words faithfully reflect the
attitude of a growing section of the US
ruling class. There is now a clear divi-
sion opening up within the ruling class.
But Lenin explained long ago that splits
at the top are a symptom of a develop-
ing revolutionary crisis. It is true that
the USA is still far from such a situa-
tion. But in general outline we can
already discern the processes that are
tending in the direction of a profound
social and political crisis. The ruling
class is already split and in crisis over
the war in Iraq and this is affecting the
general mood of society.

The war, the collapse of the house
price bubble, the perspective of a
recession, the threat to pensions and
health care for the elderly - all this is
creating a mood of uncertainty about
the future, in the middle class as well
as the working class, which has no real
precedent in the history of the United
States since the Second World War. The
coming period will be a period of storm
and stress on a world scale, which will
shake the USA to its foundations. One
shock will follow another. In the
process the psychology of the masses
will be transformed. Explosive events
are on the order of the day. O
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World stock markets in turmolil

by Michael Roberts‘

The Beijing government hinted

' that speculation on the Shanghai

stock exchange was getting out of

" hand and the government may

" have to introduce a special tax on

capital gains.
That produced a 10% fall in

~ pricec, the biggest daily drop in

ten years. It was ironic that the
Chinese government should make
this call. Only six months before
they had declared open day for
stock market speculators, easing
restrictions and announcing big
sales of shares in state compa-
nies. The stock market jumped
100% in just half a year!

Now the pain is following the
gain. It also shows how the turn
towards capitalism driven by the
so-called "Communist" leaders has
exposed China's economy to the

- gyrations of capitalist volatility.

But the stock market plunge did
not just affect China. It soon

~ spread to the stock markets of
- Japan, Europe and the US. They
~ fell by 3-4% in a day, not a huge

fall but significant after the huge
steady rise that these markets
have seen since last summer.

That a hiccup in China should
ripple throughout the world's
stock markets shows how glob-
alised capitalism, particularly its
finance sector, has become. Truly,
chaos theory applies in the anar-
chy of world capitalism: when the
Beijing butterfly flaps its wings,
the snow falls on New
York.

The problem was com-
pounded by two other
events. US economic data
were released that sug-
gested that the US econo-
my may be slowing down
much faster than markets
expected. It appeared that
real GDP growth in the US
in the last quarter of 2006
was only just above 2%
rather than 3.5% previous-
ly estimated. Also, the for-
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IT ALL appeared to start in China.

mer chairman of the US central
bank, Alan Greenspan, made a
video speech to investors in Hong
Kong (for $150,000 by the way!)
in which he said that there was a
possibility of economic recession
in the US in 2007. All this was
enough to spook investors into
selling their stocks.

Optimists v Pessimists

How far can this go? It depends
on how you analyse the causes of
the fall-back. The capitalist opti-
mists argue that there is nothing
wrong with the fundamentals of
capitalist growth: employment is
good, profits are good, interest
rates are lowish, inflation is under
control. So this stock market fall is
just a healthy "correction” that
will end soon, before the market
starts going up again - just as it
did last summer after a "correc-
tion". This is the view of the
majority and the current Federal
Reserve Chairman who succeed-
ed, Greenspan, Ben Bernanke.
Speaking to Congress, Bernanke
was at pains to tell the senators
that all was well. The US market
stabilised (briefly) on his words.
However, there are others who
argue that the US financial mar-
kets have become way overpriced
because of 'excessive' credit in
the economy. Huge money piles
are being ploughed into buying up
companies through so-called pri-

Alan Greenspan

vate equity' deals and into lending

money for property and share
deals. Money is not going into
productive investment (indeed
investment into new plant and
machinery is hardly growing in
the US), so it is being squan-
dered. Such is the excess that any
sign that the great manufacturing
powerhouses of Asia, particularly
China, could be slowing down and
thus driving up inflation and slow-
ing world growth could easily set
off a collapse in stock prices and
drive the world into recession.

My view is a little different.
The key to understanding the
health of capitalism is profitability.
US and global profits have rocket-
ed up since the recession 2001.
However, much of these profits
are not real (they are really the
profits of finance capital siphoned
off the productive sectors of the
economy). Moreover, although
profitability has risen in the last
five years, supporting higher stock
prices, it is still below the levels
achieved in 1997/.

Most important, profitability is
set to fall from here. US produc-
tivity growth is slowing and costs
of production are rising compared
to growth in sales. Sales are drop-
ping off as the US housing market
slumps. Also, the cost of borrow-
ing has risen as the Federal
Reserve has hiked up interest
rates. The profits squeeze will
steadily grow over the next few
years. That will weaken
enthusiasm for the stock
market. Eventually profitabili-
ty will fall to levels that will
provoke an economic slump
and a sustained fall in the
stock market. This current
stock market fall probably
won't lead to any crash and
an immediate economic
recession. But it is an indica-
tor of the deterioration of
the health of global capital-
ism that will unfold over the
next few years. O
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ﬁup to summer 2005 many

aﬁ’ord v
. The banks and f“ nance houses of
' Walt Street were happy to lend mese
dubious borrowers the money, given

'sub-prime' loans, as they were caﬂed
were hugely risky for the borrowers

did. House prices have dropped from
rising 15% a year in 2005 to an
absolute fall now. As a result, many
sub-prime borrowers have gone bust

the boom on the homes market. These‘ 'iender New Century, has said that it
_cannot pay back its creditors and !ots
~of small sub-prime lenders have gone
and would be a disaster for the banks _to the wall. The risk of a generaE
if the housing market collapsed. And it |
~ Some bourgeois investors are worried
_ that a further collapse will weaken the o
;5f§i*US economy further and cause a
'domino' effect across the world. Stock

and cannot pay their mortgage pay- markets were now down by about 6%

started to speculate in house purchas-
es, while others were desperate toget b
on the housing ladder. So they looked
:i;;éf'@::on to other banks 1
~ of risk means that S!zeable sections of 2;??
?_if the mortgage industry are exposed‘ tof
:the sub-prime market. |

 Now the second~largest sub pnme

financial sector defauit has risen.

. -gmarkets recover agam as they did last '
~year, this rippte is yet another conﬁr—- '
_mation that it is only a matter of a rel-
atively short time (six months to three
~ years) before a major downturn in the
~ financial sector (and with ;t the rest of
,economy) takes place l:t o

by MICk Brooks

AS MICHAEL Roberts' article records,
the latest outbreak of jitters on the
share markets was caused by the fact
that house prices in the US have been
stagnant or falling for the past eighteen
months. Michael's regular monthly
reports have shown that the world
economy is riven by imbalances. For
every dollar of goods the US exports, it
imports almost two dollars’ worth. How
can any country live beyond its means
in that way?

The driving force of the gravity-
defying American consumer boom that
has sustained the world economy has
been the house price bubble. US con-
sumers have been spending money
they haven't got on the basis of bor-
rowing against the ever- rising prices of
their homes. Now house prices have
gone into reverse. No wonder stock
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the \uew from below

markets have got the willies!
Commentators use the word 'conta-
gion'. What they mean is fear - fear for
the future of the world capitalist econo-
my.

The house price bubble has
spawned a layer of aggressive financial
players, determined to make as much
money out of the gold rush as possible
before things go pear shaped.
Thrusting 'sub-prime loans' at the pun-
ters is part of the process. This story is
based on an article in the Guardian on
Friday 16th March. Simon Ferguson is
85. He has dementia. Global Financial
signed him up for a new 30-year mort-
gage he thought he could afford. His
daughter went through the paperwork.

"The document runs to five pages
of small type and is full of technical
terms such as 'Multistate 12 MAT

adjustable rate rider'. The teaser rate it
offered him produced a monthly pay-
ment of $1,482, more than he was
paying under the old mortgage and
greater than his entire income of
$1,100 a month.

Even at that rate, the borrower is
not paying off the interest on the capi-
tal and the size of the loan grows until
after three years his monthly payments
will suddenly shoot up to as much as
$4,200 - almost three times his
income." (Ed Pilkington) Global
Financial made no checks on his
income or the state of the property
before signing Mr. Ferguson up.

The authorities don't care if dodgy
financiers rob him of his home. But, as
Michael Roberts shows, they do care if
a substantial part of the banking sys-
tem slips into the chasm. O
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The Significance of
Lenin's April Theses 1917

by Darr;I»I Cozehs, Coventry Labour Part\} and U‘EU (Pefs;nal capééity)

REVOLUTIONS ARE the supreme
test for revolutionary ideas, pro-
grammes and the individuals who
support these ideas. Comrades
who have studied revolutions in
order to understand the process-
es taking place will be disap-
pointed if they expect a new rev-
olutionary situation to develop
exactly like a previous one. The
task is to apply the method of
analysis to the concrete situation
that is unfolding. Theories on
how to change society are not
abstract schemas or dogmas that
are applied at any given moment
despite the nature of the con-
crete situation. Unfortunately
however there are so-called rev-
olutionaries who will try to fit the
situation to the schema. They fail
to recognise that an analysis that
was relevant at one time and
place is no longer valid because
the objective situation has
changed.

Revolutions throw up funda-
mental questions. What is the
nature of the revolution? Is it a
revolution to establish a bour-
geois capitalist democracy or a
workers' democracy? What
is the balance of forces
between the classes? What
forces are to lead the revo-
lution? Is it the working
class supported by other
socially oppressed or mar-
ginalised layers? Is it the
working class in alliance
with "progressive" elements
of the bourgeoisie? In the
modern epoch the answers
seem clear cut. Capitalism
has outlived its usefulness
and socialism is on the
agenda. For many revolu-
tionary leaders in February
1917 the answers were not
so clear cut, even for many
Bolsheviks.

The February 1917 revo-
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lution in Russia was the "dress
rehearsal" for the October
Revolution. In the space of a few
weeks the whole of Russian soci-
ety was turned upside down. The
300-year-old Romanov dynasty
came to an end with the abdica-
tion of Tsar Nicholas Second on
March 3rd. Strikes, demonstra-
tions and mutinies in the armed
forces had brought down the
government. In this revolutionary
situation there arose two organs
of power. On the one hand there
was the Temporary Committee of
the fourth Duma, a self-appoint-
ed grouping of centre-right politi-
cians supported by the middle
and upper classes. This became
the Provisional Government (PG)
headed by Prince Lvov. The only
socialist in the PG was Alexander
Kerensky who was Minister of
Justice. At the same time, on
February 26th and 27th, elec-
tions were held to the Petrograd
Soviet of Workers and Soldiers
Deputies.

On March 1st the PG began
to implement some overdue
political and legal reforms to pre-

pare for elections to a
Constituent Assembly (CA). The
reforms, which any Marxist would
have supported, included civil
rights such as freedom of the
press, of speech, of assembly
and of religion, along with the
right to strike (strikes had been
brutally suppressed under the
Tsarist regime), as well as
amnesty for political and religious
prisoners, an extension of the
franchise and the introduction of
a secret ballot in elections for the
CA. It was also agreed, jointly
with the Petrograd Soviet, that a
militia would be established to
replace the Tsarist police and
that the 250,000-strong
Petrograd Garrison, the armed
power behind the revolution,
would not be moved out of the
capital.

On the same day however
that the PG was issuing these
orders, the Soviet published
Army Order Number 1 which
stated that soldiers and sailors
were to obey the orders of the
PG only if the Soviet gave its
approval. In addition the Order
stated that soldiers and
sailors were to set up their
own committees to take
control over weapons out of
the hands of the officers. A
few days later the Soviet
issued Army Order Number
2 which called on soldiers
and sailors to sack their
commanders and elect oth-
ers in their place. In addi-
tion to this power, the
Soviet also had control,
through its elected trade
union and worker delegates,
over the railways, the postal
and telegraph services. The
Soviet had also set up food
supply committees and was
publishing its own newspa-
per - Izvestia (The News).
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Similar soviets were spring-
ing up all over the country
(by autumn 1917 there were
more than 900)

Frederick Engels once
said that in the last analysis
the State consists of a body
of armed men. In March
1917 there was the PG with
nominal political power and
the Soviet with real political
power in that nothing hap-
pened without its approval
and it controlled the bodies
of armed men. This was a
classic situation of dual
power where both organs of
power even met in the same
place - the Tauride Palace!
Why then did the Soviet not
sweep aside the PG which
was a remnant of the fourth
Duma that had been elected
on a limited franchise and
had limited support? The
Soviet was an elected body
of about 600 delegates that
had huge support amongst
the working class and the
armed forces.

Contradiction

Real power was in the hands
of the Soviet, yet it was not
taken. To understand this
contradiction it is necessary
to understand the nature of
many of the leaders of the
Soviet. This leadership had
spent years preparing for a
revolutionary overthrow of
society and now when
power was in their grasp
most of them completely
failed to recognise the bal-
ance of forces and the
inability of capitalism to
resolve any of the funda-
mental issues that affect the
workers, soldiers and peas-
ants. The issue of food, an
end to the war and the land
question could not be
resolved on the basis of cap-
italism - and the PG was in
fact a capitalist government
and as such could not and
should not be relied upon.
The reforms it had passed
were as a result of the mass
pressure of the movement of
workers, soldiers and peas-
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ants. If the pressure were to
fade the reforms could just
as easily be taken away.

The leadership of the
Soviet consisted of
Mensheviks, Social
Revolutionaries (SRs) and
Bolsheviks. The Mensheviks
believed in the two-stage
theory of the revolution.
Firstly, the Tsarist regime
would fall and a capitalist
liberal democracy would be
established. Then the capi-
talist economy would devel-
op and so would the working
class. When the working
class was strong enough, it
could take power in its own
name. The Social
Revolutionaries (SRs) drew
their support from the peas-
antry and were divided into
a right wing that supported
the PG and a left wing that
was drawing closer to the
Bolsheviks. Many in the
Bolshevik leadership were in
exile or abroad, but
Kamenev and Stalin had
returned in March from exile
in Siberia and were support-
ing the Soviet's position of
critical support for the PG
and were also involved in
talks to try and achieve rec-
onciliation between the
Bolsheviks and Mensheviks.
This position seemed natural
as Russia, in Lenin's words,
was now the freest of all the
belligerent countries in the
world after the reforms of
the PG, so why not support
the PG?

It was against this back-
ground that Lenin returned

from exile on April 3rd, arriv-
ing at the Finland Station.
He descended from the
famous "sealed train" that
had brought him from
Switzerland to Russia pass-
ing through Germany,
jumped onto an armoured
car and to the surprise of
many in the Bolshevik lead-
ership declared no collabora-
tion with the bourgeois PG,
no deal with the Mensheviks
and the immediate with-
drawal of Russia from the
imperialist war. Lenin went
on to a meeting of the
Bolshevik Party and he was
heard in "stunned silence".
It was obvious that he was
in @ minority and needed to
win a majority for his posi-
tion. He then went on to a
meeting of the Mensheviks
after having given a copy of
his speech to Tsereteli, the
Menshevik leader. Here
Lenin was met with heckling
and booing.

Not party policy

His speech formed the basis
of the April Theses that were
published in Pravda, the
Bolshevik Party newspaper,
on April 7th. The Theses
were not party policy but in
the following weeks Lenin
proved that from afar he had
understood better than
many of the Bolshevik lead-
ers in Russia the feelings
and aspirations of the work-
ers and soldiers. Through a
series of meetings, articles
and pamphlets he achieved

a majority in the Bolshevik
party by the end of April. His
position was vindicated as
party membership rose from
about 10,000 in April to half
a million in October, with
industrial workers making up
60% of the membership.

The growth of the
Bolshevik Party was spectac-
ular. At the beginning of
March only about 40 of the
600 delegates to the
Petrograd Soviet were
Bolsheviks. By October they
had a majority. In February
the Bolsheviks only had 150
members in the Putilov fac-
tory that had 26,000 work-
ers! By the end of March
some 242 soviets had been
established in Russia but
only 27 had a Bolshevik
majority. By October they
had a majority in the
Moscow Soviet and at the All
Russia Congress of Soviets.
Why did the Bolsheviks gain
so much power so quickly
and attract so many new
members? The entry of
Tseretelli and Skobelev from
the Mensheviks and Chernov
from the SRs into the PG in
May certainly helped. They
lost members to the
Bolsheviks as the PG
became increasingly isolated.
The most important factor
however was that the pro-
gramme and policies of the
Bolsheviks articulated the
aspirations of the working
class, the soldiers and
increasingly the peasantry.
This programme however
would not have existed with-
out the April Theses of
Lenin.

So what did the Theses
actually say? In a very short
document of a few pages
there were 10 important
points made.

1. The war being
fought is an imperialist war
and a peaceful, democratic
ending to the war will only
be possible if capital is over-
thrown. With "particular
thoroughness, persistence
and patience" this has to be
explained to the masses.
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2. The unfolding revolution
is passing from the first stage
where power was put into the
hands of the bourgeoisie to the
second stage where power must
be placed into the hands of the
proletariat and the poorest sec-
tion of the peasants.

3. No support for the provi-
sional Government, "a govern-
ment of capitalists”.

4. Recognition that the
Bolsheviks were a small minority
in the Soviet and therefore it was
necessary for a "patient, system-
atic and persistent explanation®
of the errors of the other parties.
At the same time to preach of
the need to transfer "the entire
. state power to the Soviets of
Workers Deputies.”

5. Not a parliamentary
republic but a republic of Soviets
of Workers', Agricultural
Labourers' and Peasants’
Deputies. No standing army but
an armed people. Elected officials
subject to recall and paid the

same as a competent worker.

6. Confiscation of all landed
estates and nationalisation of all
lands in the country.

7. Banks to be amalgamat-
ed into a single bank under the
control of the Soviet of Workers'
Deputies.

8. Social production and
distribution of products under the
control of the Soviets.

9. Convocation of a Party
Congress. Change Party pro-
gramme on the imperialist war,
the state and the minimum pro-
gramme. Change of name to
Communist Party.

10. A new International.

These ten points laid the
basis for the October Revolution
which would not have been suc-
cessful without the leadership of
Lenin. They confirmed the inabili-
ty of capitalism to take society
forward and therefore the need
to move to the stage of the pro-
letarian revolution. This point

brilliantly confirmed Trotsky's
Permanent Revolution.
Production of wealth and finance
to be in the hands of the working
class through its democratic
organisations. A break with the
Mensheviks and the formation of
a new Party to fight for power. A
break too with the reformist
Second International and the cre-
ation of a new (Third)
International.

All of these events took place
90 years ago but the lessons
have still not been learnt by
many so-called revolutionaries.
Capitalism can offer no future for
humankind. There is only
Socialisnr or Barbarism. There
are no "progressive" capitalists.
There are no two stages. The
only programme is the socialist
revolution under the control of
the working class. The task is
through "patient, persistent and
systematic" explanation to pre-
pare the forces that will change
society. O

“ran On the Brink’
Rising Workers and Threats of War

On Tuesday 6 March, the book Iran On the Brink
was launched at Housmans Bookshop in London.
This book, with the subtitle "An insider's account of
Iran's people, its politics, and the threat of inva-
sion", explores the changes taking place in Iran
from the ground up. From the official press release:
"While the world keeps its eyes riveted on Iran's
nuclear programme, the Islamic Republic has gone
through a crisis of its own. This book shows how
soaring unemployment and poverty has given way
to social protest. A new labour movement has come
to the fore. Although strikes are banned, workers
are beginning to organise and underground net-
works are challenging the rule of the mullahs from
within."

The comrades from the Iranian Workers' Solidarity
Network had organised this meeting and introduced
the two authors. Andreas Malm and Shora
Esmailian, who both work for Arbetaren, Sweden's
major progressive weekly newspaper, presented
their book to an eagerly listening audience.
Afterwards many questions were asked about the
threat of an American invasion or bombing cam-
paign from Israel, about Iran's nuclear weapons and
about the way forward for the Iranian workers'
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movement after the painful period following the
1979 Islamic Revolution.

Further details about the book are available
from the Pluto Press website at
www.plutobooks.com
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ON SATURDAY, March 5, the
International Brigades Trust held its
annual lecture at the Imperial War
Museum. The day event started with
the screening of the magnificent docu-
mentary "To die in Spain". The film, by
Frédéric Rossif, was produced in France
in 1963 and is probably the best docu-
mentary about the Spanish Civil War
ever made.

The attempt to explain such com-
plex events in the reduced space of a
documentary film of 82 minutes makes
it impossible to touch upon many deci-
sive and interesting events of the
Spanish Civil War, like the Barcelona
May Days in 1937. However, the film
maker, using only original footage from
the years 1931-1939, creates an
extremely powerful and dramatic work,
in which the tragedy of the Spanish
workers and peasants is accessible
both on an intellectual and emotional
level.

Church

Paul Preston introduced Julian
Casanova, professor of History at
Universidad de Zaragoza, Spain, and
author amongst other titles of Anarcho-
syndicalism in Spain: 1931 - 1939 and
most recently Franco's Church. They
revealed, with the help of solid factual
evidence, the material and moral sup-
port of the Spanish Catholic Church to
the rebel troops and the fascist regime
of Franco. From the beginning of the
insurrection, they used systematic use
of violence to suppress the working
class organisations and any trace of
progressiveness within Spanish society.

He went on to denounce the myriad
of "neo-revisionist" works produced in
Spain in the last years by so-called his-
torians and journalists linked to the
Spanish Catholic Church and to the
Spanish Popular Party (conservatives),
in which Franco's military rebellion is
glorified anew as the act that saved
Spain from the devils of communism,
nationalism and atheism.

Later, Paul Preston, to illustrate the
degree of participation of the Catholic
Church in Franco's fascist regime, com-
mented on the case of a catholic priest
who accompanied the troops of
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General Yagle in his march towards
Badajoz. This one priest, appalled by
the raping, looting and killing of
Yague's troops denounced these
actions to his superiors on several
occasions as something unacceptable
to the values of the catholic faith. He
was later killed in Madrid, during the
Battle at Ciudad Universitaria and, as
has happened with many priests killed
in Spain during the war, a beatification
process was started.

Beatification

This went a long way, through several
ecclesiastical committees, until it was
finally stopped. The case is that he had
been shot at the back by somebody on
his own side. Quite likely - though this
is only a hypothesis - by somebody fed
up with his Christian scruples and
denunciations. The beatification peti-
tion was thus refused on the grounds
that he had been killed by the soldiers
of Christ!

Professor Casanova concluded his
talk by stressing two issues. He firstly
urged the Spanish government to cre-
ate archives and museums to preserve
and make accessible all documental
material, since - as he said - without
this there is no history. And secondly,
he strongly recommended to fully
incorporate the study of this period of
Spanish history into the educational
system, since there are many places

where this is not studied and taught at
all or only in a superficial way.

After the lecture, he screened three
short clips from the archives of the
Filmoteca Espanola showing different
aspects of life on the republican zone,
that he had kindly brought from Spain
with him. Of especial interest was the
recording of Durruti's funeral in
Barcelona, in November 1936, where
an impressive multitude with clenched
fists came out on the streets to offer
their farewell to the anarchist leader
killed in Ciudad Universitaria, Madrid.

Afterwards there were some ques-
tions and contributions about the caus-
es of Franco's victory, the role of the
western democracies and the non
intervention pact, etc. In this respect it
was heartbreaking to hear Mr Preston
defending Negrin's government and
calling idiots those who opposed his
"effort to centralise the war effort in
pursuit of a victory for the Republic,
which eventually never came", while
blaming the defeat on the attitude of
France, Britain and the United States,
"who could not overcome their class
prejudices" to help the Republican gov-
ernment in its military effort against
fascism.

It is always kind of shocking to see
how respected historians see the
Spanish Civil War as only a military
confrontation in which the victory
would be granted to the best equipped
and best staffed army. The social and
political issues that, in their view, trig-
gered the confrontation, once this got
started, passed on to a second plane,
as a decorative background.

How far away this is from Trotsky's
clear understanding of the dynamics of
socialist revolution and fascist counter-
revolution. "Victory” - he said - “will go
either to the socialist revolution or to
fascism" and then concluded: "the con-
ditions for victory of the masses in the
civil war against the army exploiters
are very simple in their essence.” In
this important work, 'The Lessons of
Spain - the Last Warning', Trotsky out-
lined in a 12 point programme how the
civil war must be won by revolution. It
was not simply a battle between com-
peting armies but a living struggle of
social forces. O
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Dlrect from the desk of Elmer Whltefeather

Hail! Felicitations! Tag!

Salutations from Ecosse, North Britain.
Ah, dear Alba; her hills and glens and
steep braes: Hasten the greenery of
spring when the rain in Scotia becomes
a tad warmer. Good graces and a wee
bonny tartan comity to all - especially
our new kindred connisseurs of one of
the most useless promontory's you are
ever likely to read! High 5!!!

From a wee doakin' doaris point of
view it was a great week or Scotch
folk everywhere who are celebrating
the news that Fred Godwin, Chief
Executive of the Royal (Gawd Bless 'Er)
Bank of Scotchland worked so hard last
year that he paid himself £3.9 million in
salary. Fred must have put in a lot of
overtime.

our noble labyrinth's generosity in
Ygiving of my time is well known

and last Wednesday night I sedu-
lously sacrificed a Coronation St
bumper double-edition to attend My
daughter Estell's new boyfriend's open-
ing night show at Chucklethut
Community Service. Bill Pettywillie is his
name, but Estell calls him "wee Willie".
He is an alternative stage hypnotist
(you know, in the same way as there
are alternative comedians). It was a
night with a difference allright. The
chamber was packed. Mrs Whitefeather
and all our 13 children joined me as we
took our place. Mrs Paisley, my trusted
soubrette was present, alas she did not
see us. Elmer jnr attempted to catch
her attention by skateboarding up the
side of the wall; alas she seemed more
interested in keeping the strong lights
off her by pulling her coat up over her
head. As hypnotist Willie took to the
stage there was but polite applause,
giving us Whitefeathers an opportunity
to whoop and whistle like the audience
do on Rikki Lake.

Willie is unlike those charlatans who
only hypnotise 1 or 2 people in their
audience. Willie hypnotises every single
person present. The lights dimmed and
he produced a pocket watch on a
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chain. He explained how the timepiece
was irreplacable and had been in his
family for 7 or 8 generations. He
instructed everyone to stare at the
watch. He began swinging the watch
in a pendulem fashion chanting,
"Follow the watch...Follow the
watch...Follow the watch". The whole
room was under his magical spell -
including me - but I do have low sero-
tonin levels. Suddenly the watch flew
off the chain, smashing into a million
pieces. "SHIT !" screamed Willie. The
council are still cleaning the community
centre.

caught my eye. Not literally of
ourse because I need it myself -
It's one of a set! She convinced me to
drive her and 9 of the weans into town
for the weekly shoplifting. It was a dif-
ficult journey.

The younger one's were fighting all
the way there and you know how hard
it is to concentrate on the road in such
circumstances. Anyway, once I parked
the Motability shopping scooter, I saw
old Chester Drawers approaching.

"I thought it was you," said Chester.
I was a bit confused at first - then I
remembered leaving the house. So I
said, "Oh it's me allright". I could hard-
ly deny it. "It's a small world," Chester
remarked. "It is, but I wouldn't like to
have to paint it," I replied.

First stop was the butchers, Chop &
Change. I perpended the meat counter
with some care. "Is that Scotch lamb?"
[ asked. "Why, you gonnae eat it or
talk to it?" replied the butcher. I asked
if he had wild duck and he said, "T've
got one in the freezer I could annoy for
you." We managed to locate lots of
bargains. In fact, as we loaded the gro-
ceries in, we were delighted to find we
hadn't spent any money at all. That
meant Mrs Whitefeather could afford a
beauty treatment. The results were
astonishing. She looked gorgeous. Then
the mud pack fell off...

I ast weekend Mrs Whitefeather

myself in peIIucid mood. He is
having some "issues". He's got so
many fiddles going his pals call him

Sunday morning saw Elmer jnr and

Mantovanni.

And lazy! He is so lazy he got him-
self a girlfriend who's already pregnant.
He wanted to know if he had gone on
honeymoon with his mother and L.
Well.

I told him he had gone with me but
came back with his mother. I have
every sympathy with the boy. I'm
undergoing regression treatment - as
opposed to aggression treatment I get
here at Whitefeather Cottage. As a
result, I've pursued a calculated tra-
verse into my own upbringing. Please
don't misunderstand dear ones, I had a
very enjoyable childhood. T was 35
when it finished. My parents were SO
miserly they used to rent my pram out
while I was being fed. Later, they
became so forlorn with me that they
paid someone to push the pram - and
I've been pushed for money ever since.

That evening we gathered round
the piano and sang "The World's a
Circle, But We're So Square" with Mrs
Whitefeather accompanying us on the
mouthorgan. At least that's what we
thought until her face went blue and
she collapsed. We managed to retrieve
a Tunnock's Caramel Log which had
lodged in her throat - horizontally! Her
normally pursed mouth was like a
skate's arse for a week.

omrades, friends. Your sprightly
Csage‘s sporran is in need of some

sponson and so is this missive of
utter disjunction. As always beloved, I
close by imparting some ineffectual
claptrap as a matter of course. Only a
mediocre person is at the top of their
game all the time.

Slanje,
Elmer Whitefeather
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publications

By LeonTrotsky ,

As part of the Trotsky Project, which aims to make available all of Trotsky'’s
writings available in English in book form, Wellred Publications has decided
to republish Trotsky’s famous history of the Russian Revolution, which has
been out of print for some time. This is a timely republication, and a fitting
contribution to the arsenal of Marxism, as this year is the ninethieth anniver-
sary of the Revolution.

Send us your orders together wnth your home address to SA
Publications PO Box 50525 London E14 6WG.
Please make cheques payable to Wellred -

Special offer for Socialist Appeal readers
Get free postage! Save your 20% of p&p!

Subscrllbeto the
Marmst Internatlonal

Marxist THE CHINESE revolutlon has often been called the

~ International second greatest event of the 20th century after that
ok © Review of Russia in 1917. Yet events in China are often

ignored despite that country's growing presence on
the world stage. The first issue of volume two of the
Marxist International Review seeks to address this
problem with an edition devoted entirely to China.

. Legacy of the BOP The issue starts with the text of a major document
Ryt hing discussed and agreed by Marxists meeting in Europe

arists and Retigion | |ast year. It looks at the current state and direction of

o e charadier sl the | China and asks how far down the capitalist road has
(1946 it gone? To supplement this document we have
included "The Chinese Revolution' written by Ted
Grant in 1949 and The Theses of Comrade Stalin'
written by Leon Trotsky and submitted for publication
in 1927. A chronology is included at the end.

You can obtain MIR Vol 2 No 1 on China by sub-
scribing at a cost of £25 for volume 2 or by sending a
cheque for £4 made payable to SASC together with

your details to us at PO Box 50525, London E14 6WG

February

Mgl

www.socialist.net

Vol 1.
ISBN 1 900007 26 8
Price: £11.99

Vol 2.
ISBN 1 900007 27 4
Price: £10.99

Vol. 3
ISBN 1 900007 28 2
Price: £11.99
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art

Hogarth-a critic

by David Sullivan

FOLLOWING THE recent
Holbein, and Valesquez exhi-
bitions in London, the major
review of Hogarth at Tate
Britain deserves a wider
audience beyond the usual
‘art appreciating gallery set'.

William Hogarth (1697 -
1764) was a brilliant social
critic and satirist of rising
capitalist society, and sought
to depict contemporary
English society in all its ugly
glory, employing a theatrical
approach particularly suited
to his artistic ambition: 'I
have endeavoured to treat
my subjects as a dramatic
writer: my picture is my
stage, and men and women
are my players.’

He is best known for the
famous prints of London
street life, revelling in its
drunken decadence, and also
the series of the Rake's, and
Harlot's Progress, but this
comprehensive exhibition
examines his life's work and
interests as a painter, and
demonstrates his significant
contribution to the develop-
ment of British art.

The first half of the eigh-
teenth Century was a period
of intense economic develop-
ment as trade and com-
merce increasingly took
Britain out of the years of
civil war and religious strife
into a new prosperity. And in
this context an inevitable
clash was in the making
between the old aristocracy
and the rising class of mer-
chants, traders, bankers and
even a layer of gentlemen
farmers. As a result there
were also many victims of
social change now living in
poverty and conditions of
hopelessness.

These emerging contra-
dictions were sharp, and it
took an artist of consum-
mate skill and satirical
genius to encompass it all in
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his innovative story-like sets
of prints and paintings.

Hogarth certainly joined
the class of nascent capital-
ists as he became famous
and wealthy. He married
'well' and demonstrated
acute entrepreneurial skills
not only in the marketing of
his own work, but also play-
ing no small role in estab-
lishing what we understand
today as the laws surround-
ing copyright.

The son of a schoolmas-
ter (who spent five years in
debtors prison) Hogarth
knew early in his life the
meaning of poverty, and also
the benefits of education,
and hard work.

After being apprenticed
to an engraver for seven
years until setting up on his
own in 1720, he had within
six years established himself
on a career as a painter.

It is always necessary,
when judging an artists
work, to actually visit the
paintings 'in the flesh'. This
exhibition is remarkable,
demonstrating as it does the
quality of Hogarth's skill, and
the extensive breadth of his
output. He explored the
genres of History painting,
works drawn from literary

themes (Milton and
Shakespeare), as well as
being a fashionable London
portraitist. Added to these
are the 'moral works' men-
tioned above, the extremely
pointed 'Marriage a la Mode'
(the marriage of a fashion),
as well as the 'Election’
series, a sharp satirical
indictment of electoral cor-
ruption and hypocrisy in the
fictional town of
'Guzzledown', shooting at
both the Whig and Tory
camps. It seems almost
spiteful to remark in this
connection how the stench
of bourgeois corruption still
hangs heavy over the politi-
cal process today, some two

and a half centuries on.
Previous to Hogarth there
was no English tradition in
painting to speak of, the
Reformation destroying what
medieval fine art tradition
had existed. There was cer-
tainly no equivalent
'Renaissance’ which sur-
rounded the development of
the Italian city states. As
attendant symbols of wealth
and social position paintings
were commissioned of
course, but these were in
the main 'Country House'
scenes, sporting pictures

of his times

(typically involving horses)
and portraits also, but histo-
ry regards the artists
involved as ‘competent arti-
sans' only. As an indication
of the dearth of 'home-
grown talent’, the English
court generally imported
artists from abroad and the
most significant works were
always by the hand of for-
eign painters.

However, the rise of a
new wealthy class increased
the market for portraiture,
and indeed for artwork gen-
erally. This 'industry of pic-
tures' thus became increas-
ingly commercialised, moving
beyond the churches and
aristocratic houses, to more
public places like taverns,
shops and public buildings.
Hogarth encouraged and
exploited this rising demand
by both translating his paint-
ings into engravings, and
making other 'print only’
series, his early trade and
career paying great divi-
dends.

As a conseqguence of this
success, Hogarth effectively
removed himself from the
constraints of traditional
patronage, and created the
necessary space between
himself and the ruling class
to project his own commen-
tary about his time revealed
within the satirical works and
'moral tales'.

Some of the works reveal
an inevitable anti-French
patriotism of the time, but
as a project steeped in the
act of describing the experi-
ence of 'all English life' he
had no favourites to oblige
or flatter. The engraving
'The Cockpit', for instance,
shows the 'well to do gentle-
men' engaging in the same
practises of vice as those far
lower on the social scale,
and the 'Four stages of
Cruelty' adequately links the
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cruel treatment of animals to
hypocritical attitudes in
wider society.

At the very end of his life
and career Hogarth perhaps
unavoidably had begun to
make enemies within public
life. Of note was John
Wilkes, freethinker and critic
of both George III and his
appointed Prime Minister -

the incompetent Earl of
Bute.

Moments of collision
between art, and real social
and political history are pre-
cious enough, and this exhi-
bition surely reveals a
wealth. Hogarth finishes at
Tate Britain 29th April.

Anti-war art?

ALSO AT THE TATE BRITAIN is the Mark Wallinger exhibtion The
State of Britain' - an exact replica of the placards and posters of
the anti war protester Bran Haw, who was closed down last year.

Cutting through this barricade of protest is a line on the floor
marking the perimeter of the one kilometre exclusion zone
around parliament, the pretext on which Haw's right to demon-
strate was curtailed by police in a dawn raid (as if Haw might
have resisted...).

As a consequence, one half of the artwork is legal, and the
other, technically illegal. But even though the custodians of the
Tate must know what they are doing, it is unlikely that the police
will be swooping again any time soon. For this of course is 'art’,
and normal rules do not apply!

Though this is more 'overtly' political, it is far more problem-
atic than the Hogarth exhibition. The 'language’ of contempo-
rary art practise plays upon different registers than the familiar
ones of painting and sculpture (not that these are inevitably
easy).

Wallinger himself is an interesting artist, and seemingly less
interested in his bank account than others of his generation.

But in this instance, what does it mean to take this protest from
Parliament Square, and recreate it in one of the nation's most
important art institutions? How does the apparatus of art trans-
mute the 'idea' of the democratic right to protest, not to men-
tion the content of this 'display’, including slogans etc, but also
photographs of dead combatants, dead civilians and children,
news-reports, and various other horror filled imagery.

Does it contribute to the anti war protest, does it anaes-
thetise it? Or does it bring the issues to a wider audience -
school trips and the like?

I shall leave you, dear reader, to think about it...

WWW.socialist.net

TUESDAY MARCH 20 saw the mtematuonal day of actuon m
solidarity with Iraman workers. In London a picket was
held with over a dozen people present Unfortunately, we
were not allowed to protest in front of the Iranian Embassy
and even before all of us had gathered, the police were
there already to remove us from the entrance to the
embassy, claiming this was "private property" where no
demonstrations were allowed! Clearly the repressive meth—-
ods of the Iranian regime apply to the temtory around
their embassy in London! |

Not falling into provocations, we moved down a!ong the
road while the police entered the embassy to tell the
Iranian staff that we wanted to hand over a letter protest-
ing against the lack of workers' rights in Iran. Twenty min-
utes later they came back and said that the embassy was
not interested in our Ietter and that tt was better we !eft
ammedlateiy _ -

As we attempted to reach _the_gate to the embassy o
at least post the letter, it soon became clear the two police
officers were looking for any excuse_ _to _ar_rest someone So

much for democracy m Bratam!
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fighting fund

Nothing Gained

Without a Struggle

WELL SINCE this is a col-
umn, which tends to deal
with financing of political
activities (albeit ours!), it is
only right that I start by
saying something about the
Hayden Phillips report. Set
up in the wake of the
Cash-for-honours scandal it
was supposed to bring for-
ward reforms to clean up
political funding. What it
has produced is nothing of
the sort.

First of all it recom-
mends a massive increase
in state funding of parties.
In other words despite suc-
cessive governments hav-
ing carried out wave after
wave of privatisations over
the years, when it comes
to their own backyard quite
the reverse is being sug-
gested. Public money is
now very welcome where
their pockets are con-
cerned.

Of course enough loop-
holes are being left to
allow big business to con-
tinue to send in their
bungs. The issue of caps
on donations are to be left
vague enough to allow this
to carry on pretty much
unmolested (as is the case
for example in America) -
which kind of defeats the
object of the report in the
first place. However - sur-
prise surprise - one source
of income will be severely
affected; money from the
trade unions. As usual,
every effort is to be made
to stop the organised work-
ing class from having a say
in the political process. To
be honest this was the real
purpose of the report.

Throughout history we
have had to fight to have a
voice. The very journal you
are holding was not pro-
duced without a struggle.
Finance is central to this.
No big bungs from the
state or Lord this and that
will be coming our way
anytime soon. We rely
instead on honest dona-
tions from readers and sell-
ers to keep us going. Can
you help?

Donations can be made
in a number of ways:
® By cheque to us at PO
Box 50525, London E14
6WG (made payable to
Socialist Appeal SC).
® Cheques and cash can
also be paid in over the
counter at any branch of
Abbey National quoting
account number
K2018479S0OC.
® TransCash payments can
also be made at any Post
Office into Alliance and
Leicester account number
562 528 601, sort code 72
00 00, reference BBC.

If you wish you can
also ask your bank to pay a
regular amount by standing
order each month into our
accounts. Simply use the
information above when
instructing your bank or
contact us and we will send
you a special form you can
just fill out and send in.
After that everything is
automatic and you can
change or cancel the SO at
any time, it remains under
your control and no-one
else, ourselves included.
Your support is appreciated
- thank you in advance.

Steve Jones
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May Day is an :mportant date for the workmg c!ass throughout the world It
is a time to raise international solidarity. We are, therefore asking our readers

and supporters in the Labour and trade umon movement to conssder sendmg

us greetmgs and messages of sohdanty

Sizes ava:lable are:

12cm/ 20 cm (Ha!f Page) cost £60 -----
Bcm/idacm costf30.
4cm / 14 cm cost £15

Send deta:is and payment to
Socialist Appeal, PO Box 50525, London E14 6WG

Cheques should bc made payable to Socialist Appeat.f;__;;-g};;; .

We can also be contacted at 020 7515 7675

;ﬁzrworld "_ . :; o
o Pres*dent ﬁugo Chavez
‘f?lum naads au mm:t L

Send us your details w:th a cheque
_payable to “Hands off Venezuela” fer
@*£7 50 or £5 unwaged (suggested fee) m

the party.

B A national mimmum wage of at teast two-thlrds of the

average wage. £8.00 an hour as a step toward th:s goal with L -
,.._to all at the pomt of need based on the nat:onaizsation of the;;z:

 big drug compames that squeeze their profts out of the heaith]‘

no exemptions.

R~ Full employment! No redundanc:es The nght to a jOb or
decent benefits. For a 32 hour week without loss of pay. No
compuisory overtime. For voluntary retirement at 55 wath a
_democracy and socxahst pohcnes For workers MF’s on work~ -
_ers’'wages. .

B The abolition of the monarchy and the House of Lords.

decent full pension for all.
B~ No more sell offs. Reverse the Tories privatisation scan-
dal. Renationalise all the privatised industries and utilities

under democratic workers control and management. No com-
~ Welsh Assembly, enabling them to mtroduce soc:ahst meas-

_ures in the interests of workmg people. .
B~ No to sectarianism. For a Socialist United ireland unked by

pensation for the fat cats, only those in genuine need.

R~ The repeal of all Tory anti-union laws. Full emp!oyment‘

rights for all from day one. For the right to strike, the nght to
union representation and collective bargaining.

Election of all trade union officials with the right of recall. No
official to receive more than the wage of a skilled worker.

B> Action to protect our environment. Only public ownership

of the land, and major industries, petro-chemical enterprises, fi
food companies, energy and transport, can form the basus ofa

genuine socialist approach to the environment.

®~ A fully funded and fully comprehenslve educatnon sys?‘
tem under local democratic control. Keep big business out

of our schools and colleges. Free access for all to further and

a living grant for aﬂ over 16 m educattoo or trammg

www.socialist.net

R No to Blamsm’ For a Labour govemment wnth a bold: Rv The outlawmg» of alt:iforms of 'd-:scnmmation.ﬁEquai pay
socialist programme! Labour must break with big business for equal work. Invest in quality childcare facilities available o
and Tory economtc pobcces Vote Labour and ﬁght to rec!a:mg _all. Scrap all racist zmmagratton and asylum controts Abolish 35';

ff-?the Cnmmai Jusoce Act

of working people. v
B~ Reclaim the Labour Party' Defeat Biamsm' F:ght for Partyi_

Full economic powers for the Scottish Parliament and the

a voluntary federation to a Socialist Britain.
R~ Break with the anarchy of the capitalist free market |

. Labour to rmmedaately take over the “commanding heights of
 the economy.”
financial institutions that dominate our lives. Compensation to
be paid only on the basis of need. All nationalised enterprises
 to be run under workers control and management and mte-
_ grated through a democrattc soo;aitst plan of productton

B Socialist internationalism. No to the bosses European'
Union. Yes to a socialist umted states of Europe as part of a

higher education. Scrap tuition fees. No to student ioans Foth.i ;jworid somahst federatlon

Nationalise the big monopolies, banks and
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Marxist voice of the labour movement

Support John McDonnell -

AS THE likely date for the election of a
new leader of the Labour Party draws
nearer, the rival Blair and Brown cabals
are evidently becoming alarmed at the
way in which John McDonnell's plat-
form of socialist policies has struck a
chord with the rank-and-file. They are
working like mad, behind the scenes,
to keep the John4Leader campaign out
of the papers and off the TV, as well as
trying to prevent John McDonnell from
even getting on the ballot paper. As
readers may know, the rules for the
leadership ballot stipulate that a candi-
date must have the nomination of
12.5% of the Parliamentary Labour
Party (currently 44 MP's). The new
leader will then be elected by an "elec-
toral college" in which one-third of the
votes are cast by Labour MPs and
MEPs, another third by Party members
and the remaining one-third

For a left alternative

Rob Walsh -
Labour Representation
Committee, personal capacity

sometimes occur and the MP concerned
may not be aware of the prevailing
mood in the ranks until we tell them.
They are made to feel the pressure of
the neo-conservative Blair-Brown spin
doctors every day; for once let them
feel the pressure of the genuine aspira-
tions of genuine people for a better
future!

Trade Union leaders should also be
put under pressure to back John
McDonnell as the only contender who
has consistently campaigned for union
policies. The CWU Broad Left, the
TGWU Broad Left, Amicus Unity
Gazette and ASLEF have already
declared their support.

by affiliated Trades Unionists.
So about one million people
will play some part in the
election, but it is enormously
skewed in favour of career
politicians.

A key task at this stage is
therefore to lobby Labour MP
to persuade them to nominate
John. We should not assume
that this or that backbencher
simply will not support the
campaign - surprises do

John is campaigning for:

® The withdrawal of British troops from
Iraq and Afghanistan.

® The end to privatisation of public
services.

® A Real Living Minimum Wage of at
least £7 an hour.

® A green energy policy based on
renewable power sources

® An increase in the Basic State
Pension from £84.25 to £114 a week.
® Defence of comprehensive education
and the abolition of student tuition
fees.

® The restoration of trade union rights
and civil liberties.

This is a programme worth fighting
for; it is what a real Labour govern-
ment should be about. But to achieve

it would inevitably entail a
mighty struggle of the work-
ers and youth against the
bosses, who would use all
=1 their power to sabotage a

""" government that acted against
their interests. That is why
we also call for nationalisa-
tion, under democratic work-
ers control and management,
of the commanding heights of
the economy. This would put
real power in the hands of the
majority for the first time!




