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REPRESSION IN' CHICAGO

The dramatic events that occured
in the vicinity of the Democratic
Convention in Chicago have put
U. S. liberal circles into deep
shock. Holding to a deep and
abiding faith in the essential
goodness and fairness of U. S.
democracy and American "civi-
lization", the liberal element was
far from prepared for the erup-
tion of fascist brutality Mayor
Daly loosed on Chicago despite
the fact it was this same Daly
who had given police "shoot to
kill" orders when Black Ameri-
cans were demonstrating against
the discriminatory and genocidal
policies of the bourgeois state.

What happened at Chicago is not
at all extraordinary nor is it by
any means uncommon in the
United States today. Black peo-
ple have been treated in even
more brutal fashion for centur-
ies. But somehow the white
majority just doesn't seem to be
able to get too excited over the
brutalization of Blacks. It has
not become apparent to them that
the appetite for murder in the
fascist police was whetted on the
stone of anti-Black discrimina-
tion and brutality.

The shock of realization caused
one radio reporter on the scene
to exclaim in amazement: "These
are not Blacks that are being
beaten, they are whites. " That
involuntary exclamation reveals
much that is rotten in the heart
of white, bourgeois America.
The shock and sensation of Chi-
cago was all the more intense be-
cause among those beaten by the
police were some of the children
of upper middle-class Americans
who were in Chicago to support
their hero, Eugene McCarthy.
Most of these were not beaten
on the streets. To reach them,
police had to penetrate to the up-
per floors of the high-class Chi-
cago Hilton Hotel.

It has been common practice for
reporters employed in all the
media of mass propaganda to
scale down the brutal actions of
police, and other state forces,

who attack the Black communi-
ties. In the vast majority of
cases, reports have made Blacks
out to be the architects, of their
own misfortunes and mainly res-
ponsible for police actions which
they insisted, were directed to-
ward maintainence of "law and
order". In view of these circum-
stances, the beatings administer-
ed to the reporters must come
under the heading of "poetic
justice". P. W. fails to see the
point of why it should be consid-
ered more reprehensible to beat
one reporter than it is to indulge
without let-up in the brutal beat-
ings continuously administered to

a considerable section of the com-

munity. The representatives of
the press have no solid basis for
protest until they are prepared to
expose and protest the murder
and brutality occuring daily under
the direction of the state -- and
that includes the murder and
brutality perpetrated against the
people of Vietnam.

Chicago seems to have given
still further release to vicious
forces of fascist reaction. It has
been widely known for some time
that police, and other so-called
"law officers"”, belonged to open-
ly fascist organizations such as

the John Birch Society, Minute
Men, etc. Until now, these "law
officers" engaged in their extra-
curricular activities out of uni-
form -- except in the southern
states where a uniform has always
been accepted as a license to beat
and murder Blacks. Since Chi-
cago, these "officers of the law"
have moved blatantly into the open
and in uniform in all areas of the
country.

In New York, police officers in
uniform, and wearing "Wallace
for President” buttons openly in-
vaded a courtroom where some
Black people were being tried
and there, in open court, they
beat up both spectators and
accused. In California, Oakland
police, while on official duty,
fired numerous shots into a Black
Panther Party headquarters that
was located in a building occup-
ied by many people. The "offi-
cers of the law" have at last re-
moved their mask of civilized
legality and revealed their true
fascist features for all to see.
As the crisis of U. S. capitalism
sharpens, events such as these
cited here will occur more often.
There are many Chicagos in
store for the people of the United
States in the near future. 1



What happened inside the Demo-
cratic Convention in Chicago was
at least of equal importance with
what happened outside. The deep
and permanent split that develop-
ed in the ranks of the Democratic
Party is dramatic and reliable
evidence that the U. S. ruling
class is rapidly approaching the
point where they will no longer be
able to rule in the old style of
bourgeois democratic parliamen-
tary processes. The ruling class
will have to resort more and
more to open armed terror in
order to hold on to state power.

The modern Democratic Party is
undoubtedly a bourgeois party.
But it is a bourgeois party of a
particular sort, and it is this
particularity which gives parti-
cular significance to the deep
split in the Party at Chicago --
a split which extended even into
the upper echelons.

The Democratic Party as we now
know it was the special creation
of the Roosevelt wing of the
United States ruling class. It
was brought into being during a
former period of crisis in U. S.
society when there were serious
differences in the ruling group on
how to maintain the bourgeois
state. There were powerful
groups who opposed Roosevelt --
reflected in the fact that more
than 80 per cent of the press took
up a position of firm opposition.
These elements considered the
ordinary processes of the bour
geois-democratic apparatus to be
no longer effective and argued for
aresort to open coercion.
velt, on the other hand, still had
faith in the ability of the normal
organs of bourgeois-democratic
state power to handle the situ-
ation if some temporary conces-
sions were made to the militant
demands being advanced by work-
ers, farmers, intellectuals and
sections of the middle class. In
this way, Roosevelt maintained,
the inevitable revolutionary con-
frontation between the rulers and
the ruled could be postponed.

This modern Democratic Party
was the special creation of the
Roosevelt forces. A political

machine created for the special

Roose-

purpose of implementing the
Roosevelt program for the sal-
vation of United States capitalism

The particular significance of
this political machine was its
character of a coalition of repre-
sentatives of diverse social
groups in the U. S. Roosevelt
was eminently successful in
welding together within the frame
work of the Democratic Party a
coalition of representatives of
workers, farmers, intellectuals,
middle class elements and small
capitalists. The fact that the
Roosevelt effort to save capital-
ism was highly successful needs
no elaboration. There were, of
course, many reasons for this
success, including the failure of
the left in America, but that is
another, and a long subject. The
adv.ent of the anti-fascist war
undoubtedly did much to maintain
the coalition and extend its exis-
tence beyond what would have
been possible under "normal”
conditions.

At the Chicago Convention, the
Democratic Party was still com-
posed of the elements of the
Roosevelt coalition and their
heirs. But the coalition which
had been born in a period of
crisis was now being dashed to
pieces on a sharper and deeper
crisis. In the crisis that gave
birth to the coalition, the ruling
class could make certain con-
cessions to head off a revolution-
ary outbreak -- even if some hae
to be forced to grant concessions.
The anti-fascist war, with its
broad democratic objectives,
stabilized the economy tempor-
arily and strengthened the coal-
ition.

Now that capitalism is in deep
crisis there are no concessions
that can be made to salvage the
situation. There is no popular
war to help stabilize the economy;
only an unpopular war of imper-
ialist conquest that further aggra-
vates the crisis. Confronted by
this critical situation, some of
the Roosevelt liberals imagine
they can duplicate the Roose-
veltian performance of the '30s
and save capitalism in spite of
the capitalists by reforming the

shattered coalition. These ef-
forts are doomed to failure be-
cause new conditions, new pro-
blems, require new solutions.

The things that cemented together
the Roosevelt coalition are no
longer with us. They are as

dead as Roosevelt himself.

What is needed now is a new co-
alition of peoples democratic
forces dedicated to the attainmenl
of radically different objectives.
A coalition led, not by Roose-
veltian capitalists, but by the
working class. A coalition not
dedicated to saving U. S. imper-
ialism, but to the destruction of
that system and its replacement
by a society that puts an end to
aggression and the exploitation
of man by man. Only on this
basis can a solid and permanent
coalition be constructed.

The hour is growing late in Am-
erica. Fascist elements have
penetrated into all sectors of the
state and repression is becoming
increasingly rampant. It is not
only in the streets of Chicago
but in all the councils of state
power that the fascist menace
lurks. Chicago was a clear war-
ning of what lies ahead in the
near future.

NEITHER BREZ

Events in Eastern Europe have
reached a climax in the occupa-
tion of Czechoslovakia by forces
of certain of the Warsaw Pact
nations, "“oviet tanks rumbling
through the streets of Prague,
Bratislava and other cities are
forcing millions around the world
to make a closer examination of
recent developments in the so-
called "Socialist" bloc.

As is usual in such historic events
we get everything but truth and an
objective reporting of the events
from the various channels of mass
communication. Distortion is the
common denominator of the mass
news media. Reports from
sources in the U S. S. R. are no
more dependable than any others
and most of the clandestine radio
facilities in Czechoslovakia are
in the control of members of the
Dubeck crew of representatives

of the bourgeoisie. The Czecho-
slovak workers have yet to be
heard from.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Leading spokesmen in Moscow
have loudy declared they marched
on Prague to put an end to Dub-
cek's betrayal of Socialism. A-
side from the fact that these self-
proclaimed "defenders of social-
ism" had long since themselves
betrayed the October Revolution
and the Proletarian State, they had
also presided at Dubcek's in-
stallation in power.

Novotny, who preceded Dubcek and
was deposed by him, contrary to
the brand of"Stalinism" fixed on
him by the Dubcek gang of reac-
tionaries, was the personal
favorite and protege of Kruschov
who led the initial assault on
socialism by the Soviet revision-
ist representatives of the bour-
geoisie. Novotny was chosen as
the one to build capitalism in
Czechoslavakia under the direc-
tion and domination of the revi-
sionist masterminds in Moscow.

However, the Czechoslovakian
capitalists were not content to re -
main forever under the domina-

tion of Moscow and bound by

firm ties to the Soviet trading
system which inhibited their de -
velopment. They wanted freedom
to move on their own in the world
market, to make deals where they
considered them to their own best
advantage. These noisy bourgeois
elements were also urgently de-
manding a more vigorous devel-
opment of the counter-revolution.

The Moscow stooge, Ncvotny,
was manifestly incaple of giving
the kind of leadership necessary
for the realization of the demands
of the national bourgeoise who
then went in search of a more
likely candidate for the role of
leading the counter-revolution.
Their chosen agent was Alex-
ander Dubcek, until then un-
known and without authority in the
country.

Dubcek had surrounded himself
with agents of the national bour-
geoisie, reactionary extremists,
criminals released from jail and
reactionary church spokesmen
who were once more openly in
political affaires. The universities
intellectuals and various profes-
sional groups, all of which had
become, under Novotny, the
special preserve of a privileged
elite steeped in bourgeois ideol-
ogy, also provided a strong base
of support for the Dubcek faction.

Dubcek and his capitalist masters
moved to oust the Novotny clique
and seize the positions of power
and authority in the Party and

the state apparatus. The Soviet
revisionists and their closest
supporters in the Warsaw Pact
bloc, viewed with alarm the pro-
posal for the uncermonious dump-
ing of their hand-picked favorite
son, Novotny, and his replace-
ment by a noisy unknown who
looked quite capable of rocking the
boat in rough in the rough seas of
counter-revolution conspiracy.
They decided to make an effort to
protect Novotny.

A so-called "Warsaw Treaty"
meeting was held in Poland and
an ultimatum served on the Dub-
cek faction to cease and desist
from their attempts to unseat

NEV, KOSYGIN NOR DUBCEK!

Novotny. The ultimatum was
followed up by the military man-
oeuvres conducted on Czecho-
slovak territory without the con-
sent of the Czechoslovakian
government. The whole affair was
a massive case of blackmail and

it was aimed at terrorising the
people and forcing them to accept
a Soviet revisionsist solution to
political and economic problems.
The meeting and subsequent
actions of the 5 Warsaw Treaty na-
tions was illegal since Czecho-
slovakia-theone involved-Romania
and Albania, all orignal signa-
tories of the treaty, were excluded
from participating in the delibera
tions and making the decisions.

The armed blackmail was followed
by meetings at Curna and Bra-
tislava where Dubcek and his
clique apparently agreed to remain
loyal to Moscow and to place some
restrictions on the activities of
the more noisy of the bourgeois
elements in Prague who were de-
manding, among other things,
animmediate break with Moscow,
resignation from the Warsaw Pact
and the establishment of ties with
the west. Brezhnev and Kosygin
agreed to the handing of power to
the Dubcek faction and Novotny
removed himself from the scene
offering no resistance whatever,
resigning all his posts and slink-
ing from the scene like a whipped
cur.

Dubcek, therefore, like Novotny
before him, enjoyed political
power because of the support ren -
dered him by the Soviet revision-
ists. If he used his authority to
advance capitalist interests he
was able to do so only because the
Kruschovites had made it possible.
Having themseives installed the
culprit their claim of intervention
to prevent him from betraying
socialism has little evidence to
support.

INTERVENT ION

Following the meetings at

Curna and Bratislava the Warsaw
forces were withdrawn from Czech-
oslovak territory. It is obvious



from subsequent developments
that the National bourgeoisie took
withdrawal for a sign of weakness
and began pressing for a more
vigorous- advance on all fronts.
Their determination to proceed
with all possible speed in the
building of capitalism was evident
from a number of very obvious
signs.

The "2, 000 word manifesto"”, an
open declaration of capitalist
objectives in Czechoslovakia,

was widely distributed and demands
pressed for its early implemen-
tation.

The bourgeoisie mounted an
hysterical and emotional demon-
stration of welcome for the visit
of Tito, cheif representative of
J.S. imperialism in the Slavic
world.

The Dubcek group were conducting
private negotiations for closer
political and economic relations
with the west, particularly with
TS. Imperialism and for trade
agreements that would turn the
emphasis of foreign trade agree-
ments that would turn the emphasis
oftyade from Russia to the west.

A Czechoslovak application for a
loan from the (J. S. -controlled
World Bank was being given
favourable consideration, mainly
on the basis of a promise that
Czechoslovakia would be opened up
as an area of exploitation by
foreign capitalists.

The capitalists were demanding
that Dubcek forcibly disarm the
Worker's Militia in the factories
which had remained loyal to
fundamental working class
principles which the bourgeois
elements labeled "Stalinism".

For the Kruschovites, who were
walking a political tightrope,
these were alarming develop-
ments that contained the seeds of
disaster for their well-laid plot
to smash socialism and put the
capitalists back in the saddle.
The decision was taken to force
Dubcek and the Czechoslovak
bourgeoisie back into line and
under the control and discipline
of the Soviet clique. Success of

the planned operation to rebuild ;
capitalism was critically dependent
on unity and discipline within the
revisionist camp. ‘fhdisciplined
action on the part of one member

of the gang could place the whole

scheme in jeopardy. The armed
forces of the truncated Warssvv
Pact were turned back in the
direction oi Czechoslovakia.

WHY INTERVENTION?

Moscow's leading spokemen are
trying to pose as " defenders of
socialism.- They claim their
march into Czechoslovakia is a
selfless act to preserve socialist
gains. But they studiously avoid
dealing with a number of questions
crying out for answers.

Why is it necessary to "defend
socialism" from the forces they,
themselves- had helped to put
in power in Czechoslovakia ?
They were already acquainted
with the political and economic
program of the Dubcek faction.

Why should they expect us to
believe that their work to return
the Soviet Union to the path of cap-
italism equips them for the
"defense of socialism"” in Czecho-
slovakia?

How is it that the people of Czech-
oslovakia, 20 years after the sei-
zure of state power, were unable
to suppress internal forces of
reaction? als it not a fact that the
only foreign forces engaged directly
in the the strengthening of capi -
talist elements in Czechoslovakia
were the revisionist ruling

clique in the Soviet "Tlon and

that the Moscow Kruschovites
were directly responsible for
Dubcek's rise to power"

For Moscow, these are embar-
assing question the answers to
which would reveal conslusively
that it is not socialism they were
defending; what they were really
concerned with was the orderly
and safe conduct of the nation
back to the capitalist fold. It was
other and quite different reasons
that Moscow and its allies had lor
the invasion an: occupation of
Czechoslov akia

() From the m'litary point of
view Czechoslovakia is one of

the most important strategic
areas in Europe It is under-
standable that the insecure
Soviet ruling clique should be
disturbed to the point of hys-
teria at the thought of such an
area becoming a solid part of
the western imperialist camp.
Having turned Russia into the
path of capitalist development,
and competition-with the U. S
and other imperialists in the
world markets, the Kruschovites
must naturally look to the poss-
ibility of the antagonistic contrad-
iction inherent in imperialist
competition leading to conflict.
Military necessity compels the
Soviet rulers to maintain control
over this Eastern European

has tion.

(2) After seizing control of the
Party and the state the revion-

ists encountered many difficulties.
The economy is stagnant or even
foundering, agricultural production
in a disastrous state and living
standards steadily deteriorating.
Consequent on the econom'c
decline and deteriorating living
conditions, resentment is spread-
ing and opposition to the revision-
ists is on the increase. National
bourgeois elements are seizing
advantage of discontent and demor-
ization in the various republics

to establish a political and econ-

omic base of their own. Bourgeois
nationalist circles in the feder-

ated republics are advancing
demands for a share in the profits
of exploration The Kruschovites
reply to these demands in the time-

hounered imperialist way-with mea-

sures of national oppression.
Every just demand of the non-
Russian national groups is brand-
ed reactionary and bourgeois
and suppressed by methods bord-

ering on fascist terror.

In the Ukraine, for example, the
Ukrainian language has taken
second place to Russian and
Russian culture supplants the
culture of the Ukraine. Similar
trends can be observed in Geor-
gia. Latvia, Esthonia, Lithuania
etc. Great Russian chauvinism
is rampant, encountered by the
revisionist traitors.

Success on the part of Czechos-
lovak capitalists in breaking the

ties with Moscow and failure of

the ruling clique to take steps

to control the situation would have
strengthened the bourgeois nation-
alist groups in the other areas,
boosted their morale, caused

them to take heart at the Czech-
oslovak success to the point where
they would soon have made their
own bed for power and independence.
Occupying Czechoslovakia the revi-
sionists were acting not only to con-
trol the situation there, they were
also acting to ward off national
uprisings and general disaster in
the non-Russian republics and to
keep intact their crumbling empire

(3) From the viewpoint of the
troubled economy, the defection of
Czechoslovakia to the west would
have constituted a serious blow

to the Soviet Union, The loss of
the advanced industry and agric-
ulture of Czechoslovakia would
have shaken the Soviet revision-
ist structure to its very found-
ations and heightened the crisis

of the Soviet economy just when
they were promising better

things to the Russian workers.

As a source of industrial mach-
inery, consumer goods, agric-
ultural products and a source of
raw materials, Czechoslovakia
was important to Russian economic
development.

(4) A reason of first-rate import-
ance for Moscow's act of desper-
ation was the obsessive fear of
revolution. The noisy activities
of the Prague reactionaries was
of such a nature as to threaten
complete exposure of the whole
revionist conspiracy to end
socialism, restore capitalism

and enslave the people, Exposure
would bring on a cataclysm that
the revionists dreadmore than
anything else-a revolutionary rising
of the working class that would end
bourgeois pretensions and destroy
their revisionist representatives.

Bourgeois demands for the forc-
ible disarming of the workers mi-
lita constituted a crisis of enor-
mous magnitude. Any definite
move on the part of the Dubcek
faction to enforce this demand of
the capitalists would have been
met with armed resistance.. “~The
workers had already conducted an

armed demonstation in opposition
to this demand ) Armed resistance
would have meant revolution would
not have been confined to Czechos-
lovakia- it would have swept across
Eastern Europe like a prarie fire
and engulfed Western Europe in the
flames of revolution.

Had the Russians waited a few
weeks longer before acting they
would have been forced to march
into Czechoslovakia to protect
Dubcek and the bourgeoisie from
the armed workers in order to
guard against the inevitable spr-
ead of revolutuion. Entering
Czechoslovakia at this time

under the pretext of "protecting
socialism™ from Dubcek will
present the revisionists with the
opportunity of "maintaining law
and order. " Far from "protecting
socialism™ the revisionists acted
to ensure the order by progress of
work in the restoration of capitalis:

ARE THESE VALID REASONS?

One must ask the question: Do

we have here valid and sufficient
reasons to jusitfy the occupation
of Czechoslovakia?

If it is conceded that the revion-
ists are justified in defending
their central power base for the
purpose of organizing and enforc-
ing an economic system based

on the exploration of man by man,
then one would have to agree that
the reasons are, indeed, valid -
just as valid as the reasons stated
by the U. S
ing Cuba, intervening in the Domi-
ican Republic, overthrowing the
government of Arbenz on Guate-
mala, carrying on mass slaughter
in Vietnam and a thousand other
acts of aggressions. But we look
at the siutation from the viewpoint
of revolutionaries, and to a revolu-
tionary these are not valid reasons
for invasion bf a sovereign state.

Moscow's alibi could not stand up
to close scruitny. In the absence
of foreign intervention, (which, in
the event, came only from Moscow
and her allies) the struggle against
the bourgeois reactionaries was a
matter for the working people of
Czechoslovakia alone to deal with.

imperialists for attack-

they would have dispensed with that
.ask most efficiently in the near,
future. But that is exactly the

kind of development Urezhnev,
Kosygin and their colleagues
fe*ared most, for had they waited
for the workers to settle accounts
with the bourgeoisie their own

day of reckoning could not have
been long postponed.

OUR _POSITION_

Having rejected the Soviet claim
of acting in the interestes of soci-
alism and refusing to accept the
real reasons as valid justification
for the occupation of Czechoslov-
akia we must not proceed to declare
our position in relation to the inva-
sion and occupation of this indep-
endent republic.

We condemn the occupation as a
flagrant act of aggression again-
st a sovereign state and we place
before the Soviet aggressor pre-
cisely the same demand we place
before all aggressors-an imm-
ediate and unconditional end to

all acts of aggression and imm-
idiate withdrawal from the terr-
itory of the sovereign state of
Czechoslovakia continues under
occupation.

We must also register our strong
protest at the way the Warsaw
Treaty, originally set up for the
just purpose of common defence
against imperialist intervention,
has been converted under the
influence of Brezhnev, Kosygin
and Ulbricht, into a weapon for
attacking those of its participants
who refuse to follow blindly the
dictates of the Moscow revionists.

Having stated our primary demand
for the immediate and uncondition-
al withdrawal of the aggressor we
must now proceed to other import
ant considerations.

What we are faced with in this
situation is not just a simple
problem of a small capitalist
nation being over-run by a large
capitalist-imperialist nation.

The problem is somewhat different
and more complex and, consequ-
ently, demands a different appr-
oach.

There is every reason to believe thatinstead of a confrontation between 4



two capitalist nations-large versus

small-this situation involves a con-

frontation between two revionist
groups drawn into conflict by

the antagonistic contradication
that tear them apart despite their
common desire to restore capital-

ist political and economic relations.

Both are guilty of a gross betrayal
of socialism and the gains of the
workers revolution in Eastern
Europe. One group considers

the absolute domination of Moscow
over the revisionist camp as ess-
ential to the success of the anti-
socialist, anti-working, class con-
spiracy. The other group, res-

ponding to the clamou rous demands

of its own national bourgeoisie,
wants greater freedom of action,
more haste and boldness in the
business of restoring capitalism,
sufficient independence to be able
to conclude their own international
treaties and trade agreements,
even at the expense of other part-
ners in the revionist camp. Mos-
cow jealously guards its right to
exclusive contacts with U. S. imp-
erialism and the Bonn Republic,
and continues to consolidate and
expand such contacts and alliances

even while they condemn the Dubcek
faction for proposing the conclusions

of similar alliances by the Czech-
oslovak Republic.

It seems obvious that the working
class has little to gain by extend-
ing aid and comfort to either one
of these two gangs of traitors.
Both, in their seperate ways, are
equally desirous of enslaving and
explorting the working people of
Czechoslovakia. In fact, it is
not inconceivable that Svoboda
and Dubcek will be restored to
power by the very people that
deposed them, after they have
been properly chastened and con-
vinced of the error of their ways
and of the need to sacrifice some
of their own personal and selfish
interests for the common good of
the whole revionist camp. The
road back, of course, may well
prove more difficult than the road
out.

After due consideration of all
the factors involved, and while
still emphasizing our primary
demand for the immediate with-
draw al of the aggressors from

Czechoslovakia, we proclaim:
"Neither Brozhnev ,Kosygin nor
Dubcek-Svoboda, but a peoples
armed resistance and a socialist
revolution. " It is only when the
common people of Czechoslovakia
drive out the aggressors by their
own efforts, and establish a
revolutionary government of

the common people dedicated to
the task of building a socialist
society, that the critical problems
of the republic will begin to be
solved.

POSITIVE ASPECTS OF THE
SITUATION

The most dramatic aspect ~f this
situation is the flagrant act of
aggression perpetrated by the
Soviet revionists in the invasion
and occupation of Czechoslovakia.
But it is not by any means the
only or the most important aspect.

When the Soviet revisionists
headed the forces that invaded
Czechoslovakia they exposed
before the whole world, and for
all time, the depth of their treach-
ery to mankind. No longer will
they exercise over the internation-
al movement the cegree of influ-
ence they once enjoyed. Out of
this is bound to come a revol-

utionary upsurge among the workers

in the industrially advanced nations
of Europe. The Czechoslovak ev-
ents have descended on a continent
already seething with revolt, es-
pecially in France, Italy and West
Germany.
headed off a revolutionary chall-
enge in France.

A single spark could start a general
Czechos-
lovakia might yet provided that spark

conflagration in Europe.

Condition in Czechoslovakia can

never return to their former state.
The occupation forces cannot with-
draw and leave the problem to find
its own solution, and anyone inst-
alled in power while the aggressor

remains is sure to be suspect. The

revisionists are in a blind alley
where it is impossible to go for-
ward and difficult to go back.

Any solution that comes out of
a possible temporary agreement

Only revisionist betrayal

among the quarrelling revion-
ists is certain to be unsatisfact-
ory to everyone.

The result of the crisis can only
be a considerable weakening of
the politcal and economic posi-
tions of the Czechoslovak bour-
geoisie and a strengthening of

the relative position of the work-
ing class, together with an incre-
ase of political understanding am -
ong all of the working people. We
can be optimistic about the workers
moving more boldly on to the
arena of struggle. The final
exposure and break-up of the
revisionist camp will release

the long penned -up revolut-
ionary energies of the working
class. The general situation in
the world heads more surely and
deliberately on the direction of

a revolutionary solution to the
general crisis of the capitalist
system, an outcome all the more
certain by reason of the desisive
weakening of revisionist control
and influence in the revolutionary
movem ent,

THE WEST AND THE
OCCUPATION

Should some future researcher
emerge deeply puzzled from a
study of the historic events of
the day he might well be forgiven
for coming to the conclusion that
our so-called western world
suffered from a severe case of
split personality.

Capitalist spokesmen in the west,
on the one hand, take advantage of

the situation to denounce "communist

terror and aggression™ while, on
the other hand, the same gentlemen

loudly extol the virtues of "socialism"
It almost seems

in Czechoslovakia.
that they cannot quite make up their

minds whether to be good capitalists

or "democratic socialists" . of
the Czechoslovak type of course.

Our own first minister. Pierre
Elliot Trudeau, who laid claim to
an understanding and apprecia-
tion of the "difficulties the TJ S.
faced in Vietnam" and said a
denunciation of U. S. aggression
'in Vietnam would serve no good
purpose, (despite the fact that
Canada has certain well-defined

obligations under the Geneva
agreement), cut short a vaction
in sunny Spain to fly back in
haste to darkest Ottawa in order
to issue a hastily-prepared

denunciation of alleged "commun-

ist aggression.

The chief spokesmen for 7. S. im-

perialism, Johnson and Rusk,
their hands dripping with the
blood of murdered millions in
Vietnam and elsewhere, appear
before the world weeping croco-
dile tears about "communist

aggression” and calls for immedi-

ate withdrawal even while they
insist that U. S. armed forces
will remain in South Vietnam and
the North suffer continued and
increased bombing raids. We
expect that the United States

will make the fullest possible
use of the situation in an attempt
to draw attention away from
Vietnam.

All of this, plus the resolutions
of condemnation at the United
Nations, are developments

that we must naturally expect.
After all, collusion between U. S.
imperialism and Soviet revi-
sionism must not be too obvious,
so a little parlour game must be
played with sharp words, every-
one knowing the rules beforehand.
We must look behind the words
for the deeds.

U. S. spokesmen issued a gra-
tuitous denial that they knew of
the impending invasion of Czech-
oslovakia two weeks before it
occured through information
relayed to them from the Soviet
State Department . Some commen-
tators and editorial writers are
saying the future may show that
the Soviet Union preserved the
peace of the world by occupying
Czechoslovakia because it headed
off a decision of East Germany
to go it alone.

Diplomats at the U. N. (including
U. S. representatives) have let
it be known they are now ready
to quietly drop the subject of
Czechoslovakia.

Johnson has issued a public
statement saying the invasion
of Czechoslovakia will not
change friendly relations be-

tween the U. S. and the Soviet
Union, nor will it be allowed

to inhibit further discussions on
greater areas of cooperation
between the two nations, in-
cluding attempts to end the
fighting in Vietnam. Johnson
also insisted he still wished

to go to Moscow for a "summit
meeting" as soon as possible.

The words are denunciation and
condemnation, the deeds are
sweetness and light indicating
a happy collusion between
friends.

Undoubtedly the U.S. imperial-
ists would like to see the vast
market of Eastern Europe
opened up to foreign investment
and exploitation at a more

rapid pace. However, they do
have some understanding of the
complex problems confronting
the revisionists in their difficult
task of restoring capitalism.
The restoration is not a forward,
progressive step from a lower
to a higher social system;

it is a backward counter-rev-
olutionary move beset with many
difficulties.

The danger of a general con-
flagration inherent in the noisy
demonstrations and extreme
demands of the Czechoslovak
reactionaries was just as much
a subject of fear to the U. S.
imperialists as it was to the
Soviet ruling clique. The U. S
therefore, had just as large a
stake in the occupation of Czech
territory as Moscow. The U. S.
imperialists unquestionably
acquiesced in the invasion:

if not before the fact then cer-
tainly after it.

The occupation of Czechoslovakia ,
far from being taken in opposition
to U. S. wishes, is just one more
act of collusion in the conspiracy
to divide and share the whole
world between them. U. S. _
Soviet cooperation will be
strengthened, not weakened.

THE C. P. OF CANADA
The crisis in Europe has routed

the leaders of the Communist
Party of Canada from their

accustomed state of between-
election hibernation to issue
what they laughingly call a
"statement”. The C. P leaders
on such occasions appear in
either one of two roles, the
choice depending on the situa-
tion. When they want to convey
the impression of "militancy"”
they come out cackling like a
bunch of ferocious chickens.

On some occasions, the present
one, for example, they bleat
like a flock of frightened sheep.

Just five days before the in-
vasion the Party newspaper was
on the street declaiming against
the "imperialists and re-
actionaries” who were looking
for a serious split in the "so-
cialist camp"”. According to
the "Tribune™ the Bratislava
and Cierna meetings had for-
ever ruled out the possibility
of any serious difference. The
"Action Program" of the Dub-
cek faction was hailed as a
great contribution to the cause
of "socialist democracy".

There was no really serious
threat, according to the "Tri-
bune"”, to the orderly building
of a "socialist society"” in
Czechoslovakia.

A few days later, with their
world crashing down on them,
these so-called "leaders” come
out with a "statement" approx-
imately long enough to cover
the back of a ten cent postage
stamp. They are "disturbed"
by the occupation. Disregard-
ing all known facts they claim
intervention came at the re-
quest of "the majority of the
Presidium" of the Party.

They counsel "all concerned"
to facilitate "the early with-
drawal"” of foreign troops. In
their usual fashion they essay
to silence all criticism with
denunciations of "anti-Soviet-
ism" without making clear
whether the occupation is
"anti-Soviet or if demands

for "early withdrawal" are
really "anti-Soviet" because
they question the wisdom of
Moscow and suggest the

"world leaders" need advice
on how to keep their own

house in order. In brief, the



C. P. leaders are offering a
classic example of how to
ride.at the same time. two
horses going in opposite
directions.

The fact is that events in
Europe confront the C. P. of
Canada with the problem of
how to salvage a program
and policy that now lies in
ruins at their feet - a pro-
gram that for years they have
stoutly defended as painting
the road to socialism in
Canada.

They have berated Marxist-
Leninists for insisting that
"political power flows from
the barrel of a gun''. The
Czechoslovak events clearly
demonstrate that, while they
reject this principle in words
they accept it in practice.
The gun barrel is the basis of
power in Czechoslovakia to-
day.

Staunchly adhering to their
discredited '"peaceful parlia-

mentary road to socialism'.
Kashtan and his cronies con-
sistently denied that there
could be class struggle under
socialism. Czechoslovakia has
punctured their utopian dream.
We arc now anxiously awaiting
their idecological defence of the
theory that there can be class
struggle under socialism in
Czechoslovakia but no such
struggle in the Soviet Union
which has been happily building
"communism'' for nearly 20
years. They will surely make
the attempt.

What of the C. P. leaders cher-
ished theory of a multi-party
government for the building of so-
cialism? This was one of the
heresies advanced in Dubcek's
bourgeois ""Program of Action"
which the Warsaw Treaty forces
undertook to destroy. Can we
now look forward with happy ex-
pectancy to seeing a corporal's
guard of Warsaw Treaty forces
marching into the Party's Cecil
Street mansion in Toronto to de-
pose Kashtan? For that event

we should declare a national
holiday.

The dwindling forces of the

C. P. of Canada have been
stricken one more serious

blow. If the federal elect-

ions were to be held now the
miserable handful of votes

they garnered would disap-

pear almost entirely. Re-
visionism in the form of C. P.
organization has been struck a
serious blow, but revisionism
as an ideology of capitalism is
still very much with us. The
events in Europe. and those to
follow in the days immediately
ahead, have contributed and

will contribute much to the
ideological clarification of
many compley problems in the
struggle for socialism. But it
would be wrong to think that
things will happen automatically.
Revolutionaries must press the
struggle with even greater effort
and it is our hope that P. W. will
prove to be an effective weapon
for use in the battles that lie
ahead.

WOMEN WHO WORK

Upon reading the Aug./Sept. issue
of Progressive Worker, the ar-

ticle on ""Equality'’ brought to my
mind the trials and tribulations
of the women I work with. Al-
though I've never written before,
I felt prompted to write about
those of us who are in the mass
of unorganized labour.

Our office handles data process-
ing. Every day we battle the ele-
ments from paper fleas (which
Lite our arms, legs and faces and
make us look like a measle epi-
demic hit) to the poor lighting and
lack of ventilation. We have poor
pay and shift work. Many of the
girls are part-time and the rest
of us are permanent part-time;
which means we work a forty-
hour week or more and have no
medical plan, no group insurance
or pension plan.

Although, as I said, I'm not a
writer, I want to tell the people
who read this paper what it's

like to have "equality" for work-
ing women in the 'sixtics. Below
10 are some incidents I know of,

Susan went for anp interview at a
large insurance company before
she came here. She and her hus-
band needed the extra pay cheque
if they were ever going to be able
to save money for a down paymernt

on a house.

The man who interviewed her (a
Mr. O'Malley) asked Sue if she
was married. She said she was
and so he proceeded to inquire if
and when they were going to have
children. Sue said not for quite
a few years, because they could
not afford any. Then this man
wanted to know if they used

birth control pills. Sue said

no they didn't. Then he asked
what type of mechanical device
they used, if any. Sue was fla-
bbergasted at his question, but
replied by telling the name of the
device. Then this fat Babbitt
wanted to know if she used this
device every time. That did it
for Sue. She stomped out of that
office alternately flushed with
anger and humiliation.

Maureen, on the other hand, once

worked for a big public utility.
Here, there was a union. It was
an American one though. They
paid their dues and saw a burcau-
crat once in a while who was get-
ting fat and prosperous but he
never did anything about pay or
working conditions. He just kept
telling the girls that they were
working for the best company in
Canada,

Moe is a little on the heavy side
at about 5'4" and 140 1lbs, but is
one of the best skilled workers I
know. The company hired her

but told her she would have to
lose a little weight, The company
doctor gave her a diet and a time
limit to lose the weight in. She
lost weight but not fast enough for
the company, so she was fired.

Equality for the working women
in the 'sixties to my mind hasn't
improved since we were given the
vote in 1921 and is still the stink-
ing lie it's always been.

--by Anna St. Marie

THE UNIONS--WHAT’S AHEAD

We have just emerged from one

more major round of union neg -
otiations during which the im-
pression was of important gains
having been made., But in spite
of the optimism, and the self-
congratulatory tone of the com-
ments originating in the board
rooms of the union bureaucracy.
one has no difficulty in detecting
an air of pessimism and frus-
tration pervading the ranks of the
ordinary union members.

A query commonly heard on all
sides is: " What is the use of it
all? Prices will go up and, in a
few months we will be back to
where we were. or even worse
off."" Many of the workers have
an uneasy feeling of being on a
treadmill where they have to keep
running at full speed just to keep
frora losing ground.

An item of increasing importance;
one of which the average worker
is daily becoming more cons-
cious, is the widening gap in in-
come between the higher -paid
sections of the organized workers
and the extremely low incomes of
most of the unorganized majority.
A steadily-growing number of
trade unionists are coming to the
realization that the unions have
developed into self-centred and
selfish cliques ne longer mindful
of their duty to speak out and act
with vigor and determination on
behalf of the low-paid, sweated
and still unorganized workers.

It has not escaped the attention of
a great many unionists that the
unorganized represent more than
75 per cent of all the workers,
who receive substandard wages,
and in the case of several mil-
lion a standard of living well
within the category of absolute
poverty., This majority is
growing increasingly bitter at the
way in which society -- including

the trade union movement - -
appears to be grinding them ever
deeper into poverty and degrada-
tion and ignoring their plight, ex-
cept to pass pious resolutions or
use their condition of poverty as
an election gimmick,

It is growing ever more apparent
that the political representatives
of the ruling class are intent on
taking advantage of the situation
to turn the unorganized majority-
especially the poorest sections -
against the organized minority.
Due to the seeming indifference
of the unions, (bureaucratic in-
terest does not extend beyond
telling the poor, '"Why don't you
get organized?'') reactionary-
circles have experienced a fair
measure of success in their anti-
union efforts. British Columbia
and Ontario, both highly indust-
rialized and highly unionized pro-
vinces, have started to process
labour -muzzling legislation of a
nature that has been unknown in
Canada for over 30 years. Indi-
cations are that the Federal gov-
ernment will follow suit with sim-
ilar statutes and possibly an or-
der to change the Labour Board
into a ""public interest body'' with
trade union representatives ex-
cluded. Up until the present, the
trade union movement has shown
itself to be singularly ineffective
in resisting these anti-labour
measures and has actually exhib-
ited little desire for any positive
action beyond briefs and petitions.

If this trend is allowed to contin-
ue unchecked, the coming period
could prove extremely perilous
for the unions, and for the work-
ing class as a whole. The crisis
of the capitalist system is alrea-
dy sharpening and will grow
worse in the coming months. The
ruling class are sure to act in de-
fense of their profits and of the

special privileges the existing

social order yuarantees them. To
achieve this poal they will launch
fierce attacks against the work-
ers -- against the organized sec-
tion of the workers in the first
place. Any disunity in the ranks
of the workers as a class could

be fatal to all. Still more dis-
astrous to the workers' cause
would be any measure of success
attending the efforts of the react-
ionaries to set one section of the
working class against another
section they feel rightly or wrong-
ly is of no consequence. are re-
ceiving special concessions at the
expense of the poor.

This is no '""pipe dream'' or 'cry-
ing wolf'", It is all too real. and
a situation that requires immedi-
ate emergency attention and ac-
tion before it gets completely be-
yond the control of the labour
movement.

The task cannot be left to the
tender mercies of the bureau-
crats who already are reacting in
the time-honoured way of all
opportunists -- taking advantage
of the crisis to further personal
ambitions. One bureaucratic fac-
tion strives mightily to unseat
another so they may take a turn
at enjoying the fruits of office.
But so far the average worker
has not entered the fray in any
decisive manner and until that
happens the interests of the rank
and file will receive little, if any.
attention.

Those workers in the unions who
are politically mature bear a
special responsibility to cham-
pion the interests of the rank and
file; point their attention to the
critical situation; emphasize the
urgent need for the unions to quit
operating on a '""business as usu-
al basis' in this period of deep-
ening crisis in the capitalist sys-

tem and under the menace of 1



possible victory for the most
reactionary forces, who would
forge still stronger chains to bind
the working people in slavery.
The left must mobilize the work-
ers for action.

Trade unions developed out of

"OUR EXISTENCE AS A GREA
CORPORATION PEPENPS Ufi>N
LOYAL UNPERPAIP EMPLOYEES/

primitive organizations such as
friendly societies and similar
self-help groups. As they de-
veloped into actual trade unions,
they became centers for rallying
workers for common action.
From action as individual work-
ers, they passed over to joint
action in defence of the welfare
of all. In their origins, then,
trade unions represented spon-
taneous attempts to end compet-
ition between workers, or at the
very least to restrict such com-
petition and obtain contractual
conditions that would raise the
industrial workers above the
status of slaves.

In the early period of union de-
velopment, revolutionaries,
starting with Marx and Engels,
supported and encouraged all

efforts by the workers to organ-
ize and deal collectively with em -

ployers. The International Work-
ingmen's Association -- the First
International -- paid a lot of

attention to trade unions and the
problems of factory organization
and also supplied the workers
with a center for the organiza-
tion of movements of Internation-
al solidarity. The International,
for example, played an outstand-
ing role in the 8-hour day fight
of the 1880's, which was a move-
ment of great political signifi-
cance.

12 But the left was also critical of

the limitations in the outlook and
goals of the trade unions. The
concentration on direct and local
struggles with individual capital-
ists for limited gains within the
framework of the capitalist sys-
tem was pointed out as one of the
serious weaknesses of the move-
ment. The class-conscious rev-
olutionaries stressed the need
for workers to go beyond organ-
ization for limited economic ob-
jectives to organizing themselves
as a political party having the aim
of putting.an end to the wage sys-
tem and the capitalist mode of
production. On this subject, the
International Workingmen's
Association, in convention at
Geneva in 1866, endorsed a re-
solution on the trade unions, the
contents of which are still rele-
vant in Canada today. A particu-
larly relevant passage reads:

"In addition to their original
tasks, the trade unions must now
learn how to act consciously as
focal points for organizing the
working class in the greater in-
terests of its complete emanci-
pation. They must support every
social and political movement
directed towards this aim. By
considering themselves champ-
ions and representatives of the
whole working class, and acting
accordingly, the trade unions
must succeed in rallying round
themselves all workers still out-
side their ranks. They must
carefully safeguard the interests
of the workers in the poorest-
paid trades, as, for example, the
farm labourers, who due to es-
pecially unfavourable circum -
stances have been deprived of
their power of resistance. They
must convince the whole world
that their efforts are far from
narrow and egoistic, but on the
contrary, are directed towards
the emancipation of the down-
trodden masses. "

Important points to be underlined
in this passage are those stress-
ing the necessity for the trade
unions to act in defence of the in-
terests of low-paid workers,

with spec'ial stress on the need to
struggle for the COMPLETE em-
ancipation of the working class.
Considering the absolute necess-

ity lor a struggle on these two
inter -related fronts, it requires
to be said that the union move-
ment in Canada is falling far

short of grappling with the essen-

tial tasks confronting it today.
Behind the gaudy facade built up
by the"public relations™ men, be-
hind the voluminous briefs and
reports drawn up by the univer-
sity-trained "labour experts",
lies the stark reality that the
trade unions are ideologically ard
organizationally in far worse
shape now than ever before in the
history of the labour movement.
Demoralization and frustration
have reached such an extreme
that no more than 3 to 4 per cent
of the members attend union
meetings, although they are gen-
erally held no oftener than about
9 times per year.

On the question of defending the
low-paid workers, the bureau-
crats have no interest whatever
in acting on behalf of anyone not
paying dues. Even solidarity be-
tween unions is now almost non-
existent, the main concern being
maintainence of jurisdictions and
membership raiding against each
other. Instead of working to un-
ite the movement in common ac-
tion for the good of all the bur-
eaucrats vie one against the other
like cheap carpetbaggers. Offic-
ial propaganda among the rank
and file members tends more
and more to emphasize the ad-
vantage gained over a rival

union --or even between locals
of the same union -- rather than
stressing the need for all to ad-
vance together against a common
enemy.

Today, more than ever before,
unions concentrate on purely
economic demands thus electing
to work within the framework of
the capitalist system. With con-
tracts being signed for periods of
3to 5 years, most of the unions’
time is occupied with the ordin-
ary tasks of bureaucratic admin-
istration of little interest to the
average worker.

"Political action" , so-called, is
confined to urging support for
right-wing social democracy
which is cast in the role of the
"political arm of labour". This

policy limits political activity in
the unions to that of an electorial
machine active only during elec-
tion campaigns. With elections
happening every 3 or 4 years,
there is little of keen political
interest over long periods of time
to hold the attention of the work-
ers.

It is easy to see that there are
long periods during which there
is nothing of interest for the rank
and file. So far as political and
economic struggle is concerned,
the unions are mostly desert land

The political movement of the
working class.naturally has for
its ultimate aim the conquest of
political power. But the econom-
ic and political struggles are not
totally isolated from one another.
When workers demand, and strike
for a 7-hour day that is an econ-
omic movement. However, when
the demand develops into move-
ment to forcibly obtain a 7-hour
law, it is a political movement.
The economic stage of the strug-
gle can grow into the political.

Today, for example, several im-
portant trade unions have raised,
with varying degrees of serious-
ness, the demand for a guaran-
teed annual income in contract
negotiations with individual em -
ployers. In its present state,
this is an ECONOMIC demand
which attempts to take care of
the interests of just those work-
ers represented in negotiations.
It is, furthermore, a demand
with serious limitations, provid-
ing a guarantee for only a very

limited period in the event of a
decline in production and conse-

quent unemployment.

But if the demand for a guaran-
teed annual income was raised to
the level of a demand for a LAW
guaranteeing a minimum level of
income to all for life then it
would require the bringing into
being a political movement of
great importance. Rallying the
entire union movement, and
around it the millions of unorgan-
ized, for economic action to
force the enactment of such a law
would be a political movement of
great magnitude. It would also

have the important effect of heal-
ing the already existing serious
rift between organized and unor-
ganized workers. This is an es-
pecially serious matter with the
reactionaries bending every ef-
fort to stir up strife between the
extremely low-paid majority and
the unionized minority.

For the past twenty years or
more fake radicals in the unions
have contributed a large share of
the effort needed to create the
political desert now existing in
the movement. This is particu-
larly true of members of the
Communist Party of Canada who
have obtained bureaucratic posi-
tions in a number of unions.
These make-believe radicals
announce it would be an error to
raise the question of socialism in
the unions because Canadian
workers are not interested in
socialism. Thus they seek to
"justify" their failure to raise
and fight for the introduction of
working class politics in the
unions. As Lenin once said,
there are only two kinds of poli-
tics, working class politics and
capitalist politics. It follows if
one does not fight for working
class political action, then the
only alternative is capitalist pol-
itics. Issues that lead in the di-
rection of ultimate victory for
socialism are the only basis of
real working class politics.

The fact that this nation is dom-
inated by rl. S. imperialism pre-
sents labour with the golden op-
portunity to organize a struggle
for an objective that is truly in
the national interest and at the
same time a step in the direc-
tion of socialism. In other
words, real and effective work-
ing class political action.

Labour should give a lead to the
nation in the struggle for inde-
pendence by becoming the central
force uniting all the people
around a demand for the nation-
alism of foreign-owned concerns
without compensation. More
than sufficient compensation has
already been paid the U. S. mono-
polists, in the form of enormous
profits reaped over a period of
years. The nationalized proper-
ty should be truly national and

have no private shareholders.

In order to fight effectively for
the measures essential to secur-
ing national independence, the
trade unions themselves will have
to be free from foreign domina-

WiASIE

aswb: "

tion. This would be so under any
circumstances, but it is even
more so in the present situation
where the dominant control of the
economy is in the hands of LI S.
monopolists, and unions in Can-
ada are under control of the
United States labour lieutenants
of imperialism who are solidly
committed to ). S. capitalism and
to U. S. domination of the world.
An independent Canadian union
movement is an absolute necess-
ity and one of the things the un-
ions must place high on their
agenda.

A national minimum wage of at
least $100 per week, established
by law, is a political demand

"We call him 'Old Puckerlip™—
he got that way from saying ‘No]
to our contract proposals.™

which would begin to provide for
the needs of the WHOLE working
class. Where to get the money?
From the exorbitant profits now
going to a privileged few and
mainly from the major section

1J
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tlie economy now in foreign con-

trol but whicli should be national-
ized.

In order to make the foregoing

demand really elective and mean-

ingful, an additional related de-
mand must be put forward,
ly; a government statute guaran-
teeing to all as an inalienable
right, a job or an adequate in-
come as provided in the mini-
mum wage act.

name-

Obviously these are not the “nor-
mal demands advanced by unions
in contract negotiations with in-
dividual ,employers. They are
political demands that go far be-
yond the present aims of the
trade union movement and re-
quire a diilerent approach.

First of all the unions will have
to act COhliECTIVELY and
unitedly instead of in their pre-
sent highly individualistic and
competitive fashion. The entire

union membership will have to be
mobilized for the struggle under
militant leadership, and beyond
them and around them will have
to be rallied the entire working
class and all working people.
This is a fight which cannot be
won with pious resolutions and
demagogic speeches. It will re-
quire long and fierce struggle
under new leaders and with new
forms of organizations. It will
require an end to viewing the
capitalist system as untouchable.

ALBERTA LABOUR BOARD SUPPORTS U.S. UNION

The Canadian Electrical Workers
Union has sent us a press
release accusing the Alberta
Labour Board of discrimination
against employees of the Phillips
Cables Co. , Sentinel (near
Coleman), Alberta, and their
unionthe C. E. W. U. The decision
appears to have been made with
complete disregard for the
principles of workers to join the
union of their choice. The deci-
sion is arbitrary, unjust, and
violates the democratic will of
the vast majority of Phillips
employees.

The board refused to call a
hearing which under Section 71

of the "Labour Act" entitles
dissatisfied groups to do. This
is not democracy. It does not
even pretend to be democracy.
Phillips employees are being?
denied the right to their choice of
Trade Union. Freedom of
association is supposed to be
guaranteed by the Canadian "Bill
of Rights". Why is it not put

into effect in Alberta?

Between January and September
of this year there were a series
of developments that began with
Phillips employees becoming

fed up with the I. B. E. W. (Inter-
national Brotherhood of Electrical
Workers of America) which is the
bargaining agent at the plant.

The employees decided to throw
the I. B. E. W. out. The C. E. W. TT
was invited in, the C. E W. T
charted a local and elected
officers, 108 out of 112 in the

plant asked the employer not to
deduct dues for the I . B. E. W.
The employer refused this re-
The C. E. W. J. then made

application to the Labour Board
for the right to become bargaining
agent C. E. W. U. Local 2, now
representing 106 out of 112

employees (94%).
In April the Alberta Labour

Board rejected the application on
an insignificant technicality. At
about the same time the I. B. E. W.
cancelled all local meetings. In
May, 100 employees signed a
petition supporting C. E. W. U.

and asking the Board to reconsider
the April decision. The Board
signed the appeal.

By virtue of a right under sec-
tion 71 of the Labour Act, Local 2
made its second application. On
September 3rd of this year the
Board dismissed the application.

Presently the employees are
being forced to pay dues to the
I. B. E. W. who has not held a
local meeting in seven months.

The C. E. W. 'J. position is
straight forward and clear. Allow
the Phillips employees a secret
ballot vote to determine which
union should represent them. The
discredited I. B. E. W. (American)
and the Alberta Labour Board are
working hand in glove against the
interests of Canadian Workers.
This is a lesson that is not new to
Canadian Workers, the struggle
in British Columbia by the Pulp
and Paper Workers for recog-
nition at Harmack and Prince
George are a few examples of
past injustice on behalf of Labour
Borards. If this continues in the
future, workers will be forced to
use new methods of organizing
unions of their choice. This can
be accomplished by simply
passing by the Government
Labour bodys that do not have
the slightest interest in justice
for the working class.

AIN'T IT THE TRUTH?

'A HIGHER LINIMQ STANPARP

DEPENPS UftoH How MUCH EACH

WORKER PRODUCES.S0 WORK
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Now we can START THE
LAYOFF5, COT COSTS

After 4 years of existence the
Pacific Tribune (C. P. journal in
B. C. ) has finally consented to
take note of our presence. True
enough the recognition was ex-
tended in a rather negative and
boorish manner - but recognition
it was, nevertheless. The reason
for this historic event was due to
a C. P. decision to comment on
the emergence of the Council of
Canadian Unions at Sudbury in
July of this year. We are not
quite certain if the matter was
dealt with because P. W. reported
and commented on the founding
convention of the new organization
or if it was solely because it had
come into existence. However,
since the Tribune writer has
offered to discuss the matter we
hasten to oblige.

The first item we propose to
discuss is the authors complaint
of having been "red-baited with the
pronouncement that it was "Com-
munist dominated”. Now if
MacDonald had said the Communist
Party of Canada is Communist -
dominated that would unquestion-
ably have been red - baiting the

C. P., in which case we would
have associated ourselves with the
Tribune protest. However, we
cannot fault MacDonald on that
score. He is so confident that
there are no Communists in the

C. P. that he helped promote a
resolution at the last C. L. C.
convention that removed all dis-
abilities against members of that
Party holding membership or
office in the C. L. C. The Union
bureaucrat who wrote the Tribune
article was there and applauded
the measure.

So far as P. W. is concerned we
merely reported that the C. P.
leaders opposed the establish-
ment of a Council of Canadian
Unions and cited what we be-
lieved was evidence sub-
stantiating the fact. The Tri-
bune writer acknowledges the
truth of what we said and calls it
red-baiting. Since when does
relating the facts constitute red-
baiting? Or perhaps it was our
disagreement with the C. P.

RECOGNITION

policy that made it red- baiting?

That raises an interesting item for
speculation. The C. P. leaders
have a strong desire to become
parliamentary representatives
some day. What if the impossible
should happen and a C. P.
parliamentary majority get itself
elected? Would we be justified in
suggesting the first legislation up
for consideration would be a
statute raising disagreement with
the C. P. from the status of a
"red-baiting" sin to the level of
a crime against the state, calling
for summary court martial and
immediate execution or, at the
very least, to imprisonment for
life? Better play it safe and stop
criticizing the C. P. leaders for
doing their thing.

The Tribune article makes a
point of calling to our attention the
fact that we did not list the Public
Service Alliance as one of the ab-
sentee unions. There was no need
to remind us, it was no oversight.
We just don't consider the P. S. A.
a union - certainly not above the
category of "company Union". The
only reason the C. L. C. accepts
them in affiliation is to collect the
per capita on 115, 000 bodies. But
the Tribune's remarks give us a
good idea of what those people
consider a union to be. Among
other things the P. S. A. stands for:
Outlawing strikes in the civil
service: Compulsory arbitration:
Scabbing, as outlined in a letter
during the postal strike, instruct-
ing their memebers it was a
public duty and a contractural
obligation to cross picket lines:
Stoolpigeon service when, in the
same letter, P. S. A. members
were ordered, if they could not
get through the picket line to in-
form the authorities it was be-
cause of a fear of violence and
subsequent injury (thus making a
good case for an injunction). This

in our considered opinion, does not

constitute a union worthy of the
name. However, we concede the
Tribune the right to disagree with
us and hold the opposite opinion.

The author, aware of the rising

tide of sentimentin favour of in-
dependence, pays lip-service to
an independent Canadian union
movement. In this he is like the
politician who, during an election
campaign, fervently declares him-
self in favour of motherhood, the
home and the family but, when
elected, puts into effect legis-
lation that is certain to under-
mine and ultimately destroy the
conditions necessary for main-
taining the family in decency.

The way to build Canadian unions
is to go out and build them. De-
claring in favour of such organi-
zations and at the same time re-
peating for half-a-century "now is
not the time" will leave us exactly
where we are now - under U.S.
domination. The C. P. leaders, in
spite of all their talk, are not now,
and never have been, in favour of
an independent Canadian Union
movement. Their record will show
that to be the case.

When the Party was founded the in-
dependent Canadian unions were on
the verge of reaching an absolute
majority of the organized workers
in Canada and could have gone on

to drive the U. S. uniaons out al-
together. It was the Party leaders

who saved the situation for the

U. S. craft unions. Tim Buck, who
was architect of the policy as head
of the Party trade union work, when
writing of the events later in his
book 30 years, a history of the C. P.
of Canada, boasted that it was the
Party's influence among the
"foreign born workers" that tipped
the scales in favour of the craft
unions.

The Party leadership is interested
in only one thing, obtaining
positions in the trade union bureau-
cracy. As evidence the Mine Mill
fiasco is a case in point. When
the Steelworkers Union was in-
sisting that the Mine Mill officials
must go before unity could be
achieved the C. P. officials and the
C. P. leaders in Mine Mill damned
the Steel Union as U. S. dominated
and one of the most undemocratic
organizations on the face of the
earth. But when the ultimatum of
dismissal was dropped and
guarantees of security in an



appointed office, with a generous

pension to follow, were offered to

the C. P. heads of Mine Mill the

Steel Union was transformed over-

night into a great democratic
body with broad Canadian auton-
omy. It is indeed surpassing
what changes can be wrought with
a little corn of the realm. The
Mine Mill crowd-was so anxious
to grab the offer that an Ontario

court has declared they failed to
take sufficient time to do it
legally. These great militants
even tried to install a trustee-
ship over the Sudbury local to
force the reluctant workers into
accepting the foul deed.

If "Observer" in the Pacific Tri-
bune would for once relate the
truth he would inform the readers

the C. P. will stick to the U. S
unions so long as they can get
appointed to well paid positions.
But if Canadian unions win the day
the C. P. leaders will support them,
provided they can get a similar
deal.

More accusation of "red-baiting” ?
Ho Hum !

PROMISES! PROMISES!

We have always known that
political promises, in this
wonderful democratic society

of ours, are of no more sig-
nificance than an election cam-
paign gimmick, and never to be
thought of as seriously intended
for government policy. We con-
fess, however, that we are just

a little breathless at the speed
with which Pierre, the "swinging"
Prime Minister, junked his highly
touted "Just Society" with never a
note of apology for having led so
many good citizens up the garden
path. In the United States, which

our politicians are fond of copying,

the "New Frontiers"” proved to be
just the old ones expanded far
enough to take in Vietnam and the
"War on Poverty" ended up with a
unanimous decision going to
poverty. Now our Pierre, with
the sound waves from his election
rallies scarcely stilled,

that his "Just Society" just isn't
there. It appears that our under-
privileged millionaires - including
Pierre himself, and his family -
and the U. S. holders of the mort-
gage on our fair domain, are just
not able to afford a "Just Society"
just yet. Record profits and "Just
Societies™ are not compatible,
therefore the "Just Society” must

9°-

When it was first announced in the
heady atmosphere of a hot election
campaign the "Just Society" was
understood to mean that the pro-
blem of poverty in the nation would
be tackled with vigor and imagin-
ation. And poverty is one comm-
odity most observant people agree
we have plenty of. Even a blue
ribbon jury like the economic
tnuncil of Canada will admit to

announces
to a hushed and expectant citizenry

four million citizens - 20 percent
of the total population - living in

conditions of abiect poverty and no
one, including magnificent

Pierre, will deny it. Actually

an estimate of one-third of the
nation living in poverty and an
additional third barely above the
subsistence level would be a much
more accurate picture. It seems
that the gentlemen of the econom-
ic council may have counted only
those of our people who are actu-
ally showing signs of disease from
advanced malnutrition.

In his patented exuberant manner,
following a holiday with "Jet Set"
in Franco's sunny Spain, Pierre
decides on an immediate measure
to tackle the problem of poverty
he announces cancellation of the
winter works programme. The
down-trodden monopolists, re-
duced to their last few hundred
billion, are not able to afford
winter works this year. Well, at
least it ought to take care of some
of the poverty. Hopefully, a few
of the less robust will die off,
thus reducing the total number of
the poverty stricken.

While the nations first minister
finds it impossible to secure the
necessary funds to alleviate the
hunger of a number of our citi-
zens he seems to have no diffi-
culty in procuring ample funds to
subsidize right-wing reactionaries
and fascist elements who are in-
troduced into the country dis-
guised as "political refugees”.
There is a host of authentic politi-
cal refugees just south of our in-
ternational border, a fact which
seems to raise no ripple of con-
cern in the hallowed halls of
parliament. There are countless

Black and coloured people around
the world who could easily qualify
as refugees, but it seems that one
must be both white and reaction-
ary in order to qualify for Pierre's
"refugee assistance programme".
Most of all we have our own re-

fugees from poverty who are de-
serving of our first attention. As

a start, put back the winter works
programme and then let us go on
from there.

As a prelude to dimming the bright
vision of the "Just Society" the
Prime Minister cautioned us not
to expect miracles and stressed
the need for "a sober awareness of
reality”. In other words; business
as usual at the same old stand.

Incomes cannot rise unless pro-
ductivity increases, according to
the inventor of the "Just Society".
In simple terms that means work
harder for less and watch profits
grow. If that is anything new and
dynamic P. W. fails to see it. The
capitalists have been singing that
tune for centuries.

The last parliament let a bill on
prices of pharmaceutical products
die along with parliament itself.
Recent reports have more than
borne out what almost everyone
knew all along: manufacturers of
brand name drugs are unmercifully
gouging the sick and mainly the old
and destitute. But magnificent
Pierre is not going to be rushed in-
to protective legislation. More
important is stepping up production
S0 as to ensure an increase in
profits for the rich and emergency
action to provide assistance for
reactionary refugees from abroad.

Ever since the days of the hungry

thirties liberal reform economists
have been advising restrictions on

government spending during periods

of broad industrial expansion and
an increase in government expen-

diture when expansion slackens off.

This has long been referred to as
‘pump priming".

In accordance with this advice
government spending should rise
sharply, since industrial con-
struction is declining sharply and
unemployment showing a steady
tendency to increase. But the
Prime Minister announces that
the policy of this government will
be to cut spending drastically and
cancellation of the winter works
programme is one step in that
direction. In short, the alleged
modern reform liberal Prime
Minister is proceeding on an
economic course, the direct
opposite to that suggested by the
reform economists. Limiting
government expenditure, cur-
tailing wage increases and im -

proving productivity was the cen-
tral theme of the speech from the
throne at the opening of parliament
so we can certainly look forward

to legislation of the classical "belt-

tightening" variety. The only hope
to escape from this was offered by

the Prime Minister in this passage:

Unless Canada can maintain an
economy that is efficient, com-
petitive and productive in relation
to the most advanced nations on
earth, we cannot have the basis
for a society from which poverty
has been eliminated, we cannot
maintain high levels of employ-
ment and income and we cannot
insure the standard of life to

which Canadians generally aspire".

So what we need as a prelude to in-

troducing the "Just Society" is

some good old capitalist cut-throat
That
was not even new when imperialism
Every exporting nations

competition on a world scale.

was born.
trys to sell its workers the same

forged bill of goods. That way lies
more poverty - not less. Besides.
Pierre neglected to mention the
all-important fact that the U. S.
imperialists control the natural
resources which are our chief
exports and. accordingly pro-
duction and exports are suited to
T. S. needs and export prices,

as well as the prices set for what
we import, are decided in the d. S

not in Canada.

The first important step to be taken
in the direction of ending poverty

is to free our economy from U. S
control. After that we can plan

the construction of an all-round
economy including secondary in-
dustry and also seek our own
markets to our own liking. In other
words, we must take absolute
charge of our own destiny.

We imagine Pierre will stand
aghast before such a suggestion.

J. SUTHERLAND-BROWN?

There has recently grown up in
Saskatchewan an organization
known as the Col. J. Sutherland-
Brown Volunteer Brigade. The
founders of this Brigade are mo-
tivated by opposition to the T S.
take-over of agricultural land,
industry and mineral resources
in Saskatchewan and against the
over-flights of U. S. nuclear
bombers. We are in complete
solidarity with the anti-imperi-
alist sentiments of the Brigade
although we agree with Farley
Mowat that there is little point in
firing blank ammunition at bomb-
ers passing over. We also con-
sider it of little value to go serv-
ing an eviction notice on the Yan-
kees until one is prepared to en-
force it. However, those are
things which the members of the
Brigade will discover from their
own experience. In the meantime
our support is with the Brigade
against the imperialists.

Whoever chose the name of J.
Sutherland-Brown must have been
well versed in Canadian military
history. By the same token,
those responsible show signs of

a lack of political understanding.
This is quite understandable and
will be corrected with time and

experience in the struggle.

What cannot be so lightly dis-
missed is the way in which some
self-styled "revolutionaries” in
the CNLF in Toronto eulogize
not only the Brigade, but the per-
son of J. Sutherland-Brown.

This concerns presenting Suther-
land-Brown in the role of "Can-
adian patriot™ and reporting his
military plan in such a way as to
make it seem applicable to the
conditions of today. The CNLF

is wrong on both counts.
Sutherland-Brown, as head of

military intelligence in Canada,
was very much a part of the Im-
perial General Staff and a repre-
sentative of British Imperialism”
North American interests when
Britain was still a first-rate
power in the world. Sutherland-
Brown's plan was perfected in
response to a request from the
Imperial General Staff and in the
interests of "empire defence"”.

It was not motivated by any sen-
timents of " Canadian patriotism"”

and was influenced by Imperia-
list demands -- not Canadian
needs.

The report to the Imperial
General Staff unquestionably con-
tained expressions of anti-U. S.
sentiments. But these sentiments
were not anti-imperialist nor
were they influenced by any de-
sire to defend the independence
of Canada. The reverse side of
Sutherland -Brownls anti-U. S
stand was the loyal support he
extended to British imperialist
domination in the world at a time
when that domination was being
challenged.

It was precisely these sentiments
that spurred Diefenbaker's anti-
T. S. declarations and got him
into so much trouble with the
Kennedy administration. But we
all know now just how shallow
was this Diefenbaker stand and
that it was not based on anti-
imperialism. It is probably of
some significance that Diefen-
baker's influence is strongest in
Saskatchewan.

The Sutherland -Brown Report.



adopted in 1921, did not deal ex-
clusively with Canada's political
and military position vis a vis
the 'United States. It stated
Canada's role as a factor in de-
fence of the world interests of
British imperialism and only
with the U. S. as one of the
rising powers challenging the
domination of a Britain weaken-
ed by the effects of a recently
concluded armed conflict.

In 1921, Britain was still domin-
ant in Canadian economic and
political affairs, and as such,
stood as the main enemy of Can-
adian independence. The Suther-
land-Brown Report was designed
to defend and maintain that dom-
ination and was therefore con-
trary to the true interests of
Canada.

Up until 1914, British capital
almost completely dominated the
Canadian economy. By the end of
the first world war. the United
States began to show definite
signs of displacing British in-
vestment in Canada. By 1926,
the total of U. S. investment had
surpassed that of Britain, being

almost 50 percent greater by that
time.

It is evident that the Sutherland-
Brown Report was fashioned at a
time when the U. S. capitalists
had begun to present a serious
challenge to Britain's dominant
position in the world. The Bri-
tish Imperialists were not yet
prepared to accept their inevi-
table fate of being a third-rate
power, and even contemplated
armed conflict to protect her
vested interests in the colonial
offspring'in North America.
Canada had nothing to gain from
the support of one side against
the other in this struggle --es-
pecially not from support for
what was then the dominant power
in the quarrel.

So far as the independence of the
nation is concerned, the Suther-
land-Brown Report has absolute-
ly nothing to offer -- unless, of
course, one is prepared to argue
that the right to choose who will
be the foreign ruler constitutes
freedom.

Does the Report offer to the

forces struggling for indepen-
dence anything of value in the
military sense?

The military proposals contained
in the Report were based on orth-
odox military tactics having to do
with tlie employment of extensive
heavily armed forces in posi-
tional warfare. This is the
natural approach for anyone
looking at the problem from the
viewpoint of a powerful well-
armed nation with a large pool

of reserves to call upon. It has
no relationship whatever to the
military needs of a small nation
fighting for its independence
against a large nation enjoying
superiority in personnel and in
arms. Only people's war can
suffice in such a situation.

The military report submitted by
Col. J. Sutherland-Brown in 1921
has really nothing to offer in the
way of acceptable advice in the
fight for independence. Popular-
izing it will render no service to
the movement and could result in
real damage.

RAPE OF THE KOOTENAYS

For the second time in this de-
cade, the beautiful Kootenay area
of British Columbia has become
the victim of a major sell-out of
Canadian resources. The first,
of course, was the Columbia Ri-
ver Treaty which was pretty well
on a par With the purchase of
Manhattan Island for a bagfull of
cheap glass beads. Now we have
Kaiser and the Crow's Nest sell-
out.

Henry Kaiser who, twelve years
ago, offered two million dollars
a year for the waters of the Co-
lumbia River, has literally
struck gold in the coal mines of
south-eastern B. C. (By the way,
Kaiser's two million dollar offer
was accepted by B. C.'s Premier
Bennett, but nullified by an Act
of Parliament. ) This time with
the Crow's Nest coal, as with
the 1961-1964 Columbia scandal,
18 there was no nullifying Act.

This time also, as with the Co-
lumbia, conflicting and omitted
facts make a clear picture of the
financial and legal obligations
impossible to perceive. But, as
you can tell where the mess is by
the flies it attracts, so you can
deduce some fairly certain con-
clusions by watching the antics
of Bennett and Co. on this little
bit of treachery.

Now, owing to the fact that Ben-
nett hasn't directly defended his
position when he is attacked for
selling too cheaply, we gather
that this allegation is true. He
has instead largely rested his
defence on the associated or re-
lated benefits that B. C. will re-
ceive. In essence, Bennett
has said that the Kaiser deal
will provide a stimulus to B. C.'s
economy. It will supposedly re-
open and expand coal mining op-
erations thereby (1) providing

jobs for unemployed mine person-
nel, and (2) produce equipment
and supply orders for other areas
creating employment there also.
It sounds good, but it just isn't
what's happening.

This writer discovered during a
recent visit to the area that work-
ers are being evicted from com-
pany houses they occupy in Michel
B. C. After eviction, the house
is demolished and burned "so
that they can't move back in" as
a minor Kaiser official stated.
This is the cruel reality posed to
Bennett's lies about jobs for the
unemployed in the mining towns.

While Kaiser goes about demol-
ishing the tall, drab, old houses
in Michel, new ones --in fact, a
whole sub-division --is being
built in nearby Fernie. These
new houses aren't for the unem-
ployed of the Crow's Nest how-

ever -- they are for the Yankee
employees of the Kaiser Corpor-
ation.

When you think of it, something
as big as Kaiser just wouldn't
see much sense in buying some-
thing locally when it could get
virtually everything it needs from
other divisions of the organiza-
tion.

Although Kaiser's main interest
is centered at Michel-Natal, the
grasping hiund can be seen in
other places. Coal Creek, a de-
serted coal town about seven
miles south of Fernie, is one
such place.

Coal Creek was closed down in
1958. For sixty years prior to
this it had been bread and butter
to the Fernie area." It was a
town with fierce working class
traditions and a history of bitter
struggle. For ten years the rails
and mine cars were left to rust,
and the miners' homes left to
moulder and crumble. Then
Kaiser moved in, tore up every-
thing with scrap metal value and
razed virtually everything else
to the ground.

A sad enough end. allright (es-
pecially to nearby residents who
were hoping the mine might rel
open) -- but this was no played-
out mining camp. Former resid-
ents and workers say that the
deposits are barely touched.
Cursory examination (kicking the
sides of several mountains with
my foot) revealed that there's
damn little else under there --
the place is lousy with coal. As
a matter of fact, one of those
mountains has been burning
underground most of this century
and it's been estimated to keep
on doing so for quite a few more
centuries.

Anyway, there are a lot more
weird and wonderful things about
this sell-out, but there's enough
known about such deals to draw
some general conclusions.

First of all, Kaiser, like any
stinking Yankee carpetbagger, is
in Canada to make as much as he
can while giving as little as poss-
ible in return: he wants maxi-
mum profits. He'll take narrow-
gauge railway tracks or anything
else he can make a buck out of.

ON WHOSE SIDE?

Editors Note:

The Paris "Peace Talks"
regarding the war of U. S.
Aggression in Vietnam have now
been going on for five months.
They have been accompanied on
the battlefield by ever greater
victories for the Vietnamese
people. However, in spite of the
continued defeats of the T0. S. on
the battlefield, some people have
become disturbed by the very
fact that "peace talks" are going
on and by continued reports in the
J. S. press, that the J.S. is
getting closer, even if slightly to
winning at the bargaining table
what it cannot take by force of
arms. There have been other
reports, giving hints of a be-
trayal in the wind by the D. R. V.
government against the people of
Vietnam. The people who have
been taken in by these false re-
ports, still carry on their
discussions of their doubts in a

principled way. and in a manner
calculated to strengthen the
struggle of the Vietnamese
people.

However, there do exist people
and organizations, who have used
the"peace talk™" as an excuse to
attack the Vietnamese people, the
leaders and the government of the
D. R. V.
ignorance, for these people have
access to the Vietnamese press,
and these people lend aid and
comfort to the Imperialist
Aggressor.

A Toronto based organization
calling itself " Canadians for the
National Liberation Front of
Vietnam" (C. N. L. F. ) has dis-
tributed a mimeographed
"Bulletin" of recent date, in
which the editors have taken as
the most important immediate
objective of the organization in

They do not do this out of

Next -- Mr. Bennett. He, or ary
other capitalist politician in Can-
ada. would make a deal with the
devil if he thought he could cut
his "friends"™ in and keep himself
in public office for a few more
years.

Needless to say, a few more deals
like this and the country will be
in a much worse mess than it
presently is. By selling the Co-
lumbia for a song, our mislead-
ers squandered the greatest po-
tential hydro-electric and irri-
gational complex in the world.

Agriculture and industry from
Winnipeg to Vancouver are al-
ready feeling the pinch of an un-
necessary ceiling on their growth.
Now one of Canada's greatest
coal deposits will be exploited in
a wasteful and unplanned manner,
diminishing its usefulness to
future generations of Canadians.

-- by Robert O'Brien

attack upon the government of the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam
for having alleged embarked on a
course of deliberate betrayal of
the people's war against the U. S
imperialist aggressor. To this
end the C. N. L. F. Bulletin
publishes an editorial certain
statements of a general nature as
"evidence" in support of their
accusation. The ditorial is
supported by several other articles
of a like nature. We propose to
both examine and challenge the so-
called "evidence" submitted by the
C. N. L. F. editorial writers.

The editorial (on page 2 of the
Bulletin) makes the categorical
assertion that the D. R. V. has
already abandoned two of its key
demands, preliminary to the
abandonment of all. The two de-
mands allegedly already abandoned
are; (1) For a complete cessation
of the bombing and all war-like
acts. (2) For the withdrawal of 19



all foreign forces. This astounding
revelation will no doubt come as a
complete surprise to most people
who have been labouring under the
impression that the D. R. V. was
insisting on COMPLETE and
UNCONDITIONAL cessation of the
bombing and all other acts of war
against the D. R. V.
is in possession of evidence to the
contrary then one would naturally
expect it to be presented for ex-
amination as to its reliability.
However, the Bulletin scribes
present no such evidence and by an
unfortunate oversight fail to state

the source of the information on
which they base their conclusion.

Following the allegation of
abandonment of the above two
demands the page 2 editorial goes
on to state: ". ..the D.R. V. has
created a 'flexible climate' by no
longer stating that the N. L. F. is
the 'sole genuine representative
government of the South Viet-
namese'.- It has stated that it will
accept a coalition government and
the Americans have been quitely
eliminating the worst uglies in the
Ky-Thieu regime. .."

Deprived of a knowledge of sources
we are unabel to enlighten our
readers on the exact make of
crystal ball used by the C. N. L. F.
spokesmen. We will, therefore,
be forced to limit ourselves to
citing authentic evidence which
conclusively proves the opposite -
and we will provide sources.

Since the Bulletin articles appear
to have been prepared sometime
in June we will attempt to stay
with evidence of that date, or
later, in order to ward off any
claim that the Bulletin "evidence"
is based on later material.

On July 17, amemorandum on the
14th anniversary of the Geneva
Agreement was issued in Hanoi
over the signature of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of the D. R. V.
Under the sub-title "The Un-
swerving position of the Govern-
ment of the D. R. V. " the docu-
ment declared; "The Government
of the D. R. V., . put forward its
four points as the basis for the
settlement of the Vietnam pro-
blem.

2"Point 1demands that the United

If the C. N. L. F

States withdraw U. S. and satellite
troops from South Vietnam and
stop the bombing of North Viet-
nam. .."

Prsident Ho Chi Minh of the D. R. V.
in his appeal marking the same
anniversary, declared: "Our
stand is very just and clear: when
the U. S. imperialists put an end
to their war of aggression against
our country, cease their bombings
and shellings of North Vietnam,
withdraw all the U. S. and satellite
troops from South Vietnam. ..
peace will be restored. .."

A mass public rally in Hanoi on
’uly 20th (which included repre-
sentatives of the N. L. F.)

passed a resolution which included
a passage identical to the one in
the appeal quoted above.

Contrary to the claim of the C. N.
L. F. editorial, spokesmen on all
of the above occasions continued
to insist that the N. L. F. was "the
sole genuine representative of the
people of South Vietnam and on
August 14th, in an interview with
Roberto Rinalodo - as reported in
the Vietnam News Agency Bulletin
in response to the question "would

the talks lead to a wider discussion

on a political solution in the South?
"Yuan Thuy, Minister of State of
the D. R. V. replied, in part;". ..
All questions concerning South
Vietnam shall be decided upon by
the South Vietnam people. The
South Vietnam Front for National
Liberation is the authentic re-
presentative of the South Vietnam
people.

UP TO AUGUST 29, 1968
3,121 uU.S. aircraft

were downed

.. The Front has continued the
Vietnamese people's glorious
traditions of struggle against
foreign aggression. It is the
great political force which now
assumes the historical task of
defeating the U. S. aggressors
and their lackeys to liberate the
South, defend the North, build
up an independent, democratic,
peaceful, neutral, and
prosperous South Vietnam and
eventually to reunify Vietnam
by peaceful means. ..

"The government of the D. R. V. and
the entire Vietnamese people un-
res enedly support the South Viet-
nam N. F. L. and its political
programme".

All the spokesmen and documents
quoted here unanimously reiterate
that "the North is the firm base for
the South".

The editorial claims that the

D. R. V. has "stated it will accept
a coalition government". Neither
the spokesman, nor the place
where the alleged "statement" was
reported, is known to us. We do,
however, have a direct statement
to the contrary. In the interview
with Rinaldo, Minister of State
Yuan Thuy was asked: if a
coalition government. .. would be
an acceptable transitional
solution to the political problems
in the South, to which he re-
plied: "The question of a
coalition government, like all
other questions concerning

South Vietnam, must be settled
by the South Vietnamese people
themselves in accordance with
the political programme of the
South Vietnam N. L. F. , the
authentic representative of the
South Vietnam people, without
foreign interference".

About the "elimination of the
worst uglies” we have no in-
formation. We know only of a
presidential candidate being
sentenced to 5 years hard
labour for including in his

programme a proposal to open
negotiations with the N. L. F.
with a view toward ending the
conflict. Perhaps the C. N. L. F.
considers him one of the "worst
idglies™

The complaint advanced in some
quarters that the Paris talks
make things more difficult for the
anti-imperialist movement in

North America is not considered
by us to be a valid argument
against them.
nam are not obligated to conduct
their struggle in such a way as to
make things easier for us. Quite
the contrary: It is we who are
under a deep obligation to conduct
ourselves so as to relieve, in
however small a degree, to re-
lieving the burden on the heroic
people of Vietnam.

When there is a clear choice of
accepting the word of a repre-
sentative of the D. R. V. over that
of an imperialist spokesman we
will elect to go with the D. R. V.
For example; in reference to
Harriman's claim that progress
was being made at "tea-breaks"
a claim forthrightly denied by

the D.R. V. -the C.N. L. F. ,
possibly under the impression
that all Americans are faithful to
the "no-lying" tradition of Geroge
Washington, choose to accept the
word of Harriman. In the
Bulletin article signed by P. S. T.
we find the following: "The Paris

The people of Viet-

"tea-breaks" are rolling along
nicely. More sugar Mr.
On this point of mis-information,
Yuan Thuy says: The American
side spreads rumours that there
has been progress. ..rays of hope,
straws in the wind etc. , just to
deceive the American people. ...
Its attempt in doing so is to soothe
American and world public opinion.
If this is a correct estimation, and
we believe it to be so, then the

C. N. L. F. is aiding U.S. im-
perialists in the business of
spreading such rumours through
the articles published in the
Bulletin.

We concede the point that every
nation has its quota of cowards
and traitors, and Vietnam is no
exception to the rule, although
the history of the struggle there
would seem to indicate there are
less of the vicious breed there
than in many places and the
people have demonstrated an
infinitely greater capacity than
most to deal with them - a
capacity born of decades of
struggle.

However, it is not the existence

of cowards and traitors, and the
need to be on guard against

them, that is being discussed

by the C. N. L. F. What the
scribes in the C. N. L. F.
Bulletin are claiming is that the
GOVERNMENT of the D. R. V.
has DELIBERATELY ADOPTED
treachery and betrayal as a
plank in their national and state
programme. This line is the
core of both the editorial and of
the article by P. S. T. This is
done in the name of friendship
with Vietnam. With friends like
that, who needs enemies?

The Bulletin editorial says:
"The D.R. V. on June 28th on
Hanoi Radio, admitted that
North Vietnamese troops are
fighting in South Vietnam. A
similar admission was made by
the N. L. F. .. The D.R. V. had
previously attempted to dis-
regard American condition #2
(to secure withdrawal of North
Vietnam's armed forces) by
denying that its troops were
fighting in the South".

This is a straight U. S. version.

Harriman"

What the D. R. V. has always
maintained is that the struggle
in the South is an indigenous

one arising from the fact of

U. S. aggression. They have
also insisted that the people of the
North have both the right and the
duty to assist their kith and kin
in the South and that this is no
concern of the U. S. imperialist.
This correct policy took on still
more weight as the U. S. in-
creased its aggression and ex-
tended the war to the North.

The C. N. L. F. people seem to
believe that adherence to this
principled position presents the
aggressor with a strong argument
in defence of their moral right to
defend the South from "agression
from the North". Apparently the
C.N. L. F. disagree with the
stand that Vietnam is one country
and one people, that an aggression
against one is an aggression
against all and the U. S. has no
moral right to be anywhere in
Southeast Asia. We have always
affirmed the policy of one Viet-
nam and continue to do so.

The great victory at Khe Sanh was
the cause of rejoicing and cele-
bration of anti-imperialist and
progressive forces around the
world, but P. S. T. has nothing but
sneers and contempt for it. He
says: "the second "Dien Bien

Phu" didn't come off". It was
Johnson, not Vietnam, who re-
ferred to Khe Sanh as a possible
Dien Bien Phu. U.S. commentators
in the field to sign a declaration
that Khe Sanh would be held - that
it would not become "a second Dien
Bien Phu".

Nevertheless, and in spite of the
arrogant contempt expressed by
P.S. T., the U.S. marines and
puppet troops were driven from
Khe Sanh in what was a.major de-
feat with enormous losses. The
revolutionary working class press

around the world hailed Khe Sanh
as important and significant,

but P. S. T. considers it worthy
of nothing more than crude
cynicism.

The reference to Khe Sanh coupled
with the linking of the N. L. F. to
the alleged admission of the
presence of North Vietnam forces



in the South (an admission which
the C. N. L. F. oborously considers
a "betrayal™) as a policy. This
belief is further strengthened in
the publication of an editorial from
the journal of an organization out-
side Canada which was the first to
launch an attack on Vietnam (and
remains almost alone in that re-
spect until now). That organ-
ization long since openly accused
the N. L. F. of taking the path to
betrayal and since the C. N. L. F.
has failed to state otherwise we
feel justified in assuming they
have chosen to identify themselves
with that stand.

P.S. T., who sits at his ease in
his well-appointed Toronto
apartment, and has never yet
heard a shot fired in anger,
undertakes to give the people of
Vietnam some gratuitous and un-
solicited advice. In his article
he writes: "The only way to get
anything out of an imperialist

is to beat it out of him". Like
all tragedies this has its element
of humour. It was the Viet-
namese who, in practice and with
the price of their lifes blood had,

more than other people, taught

the world the very lesson which
P.S. T. - who was barely out of
his diapers when Vietnam began
this modern saga of heroism in

their anti-Japanese resistance -
now proposes to teach them.

We in P. W. M. were the first
organized group in Canada to take
a decisive stand in support of the
N. L. F. As long ago as February
1965, the B. C. leaders of the

Communist Party published a
statement in which they said of us;
". ..there are those. ..who em-
phasize winning instead of ending

the war in Vietnam". We said
then that WINNING is PRECISELY
what we wanted for, in our opinion
a peoples victory over the im-
perialist aggressor was the only
sure path to peace.

Our position has remained con-
sistent throughout. We said then,
and we say now, so long as the
people of Vietnam are fighting the
imperialist arms in hand they will
receive our unqualified support.
The C. N. L. F. , on the other hand,
say; "fight the war as we dictate
and for objectives of our choosing,
or suffer the loss of our support.
They are guilty of the very crime
of which they correctly accuse the
Moscow clique - blackmailing a
people fighting for freedom.

In the meantime the Vietnamese
carry on with fighting the
aggressor and continue to register
great victories. The balance sheet
of the people's war has recently
been published, listing the
achievements to mid - 1968.

DENOUNCING A FORGERY

Dear Friends,

A forged document has come into
my hands which purports to be a
supplement to one of my letters
from China. |Its aim is not only
to discredit me personally, but
to arouse antagonism in Vietnam
against China, by a vicious,
fabricated criticism.

It is a four-page leaflet similar in
type-face and form to my usual
supplements. It has the title:
"Problems Ahead for Vietnam, by
Anna Louise Strong™ in large
letters in green ink. It is dated
"Peking, April 1968". It copies
my style and even takes phrases
and sentences that | have pre-
viously used, mixing these with
other statements which | would
never use. Moreover, no pub-
lication of any kind was issued by
me in April, 1968.

| denounce this publication as a
forgery. | shall denounce it again

will be No. 60, But since it will
take some weeks to write my next
Letter, | am sending this brief
statement to about 60 chosen
friends who have means for
spreading news.

I do this not only to spread as
quickly as possible the knowledge
that this leaflet is a forgery but
also to ask for your help in
finding out in what areas of the
world it is circulating and how
long its distribution has been
going on. | myself have only

one copy which fell into my
hands three days ago. | would
therefore appreciate it if persons
who have received a copy of the
forgery would tell me when they
received it and send it to me
with any envelope in which it
came if this has any indication

of possible source. It seems
clear from my single copy that

the forgery has been done not
by any individual but by an

in my next Letter from China, which organization well supplied with

2

funds and staff and seeking to
injure both China and Vietnam.

Very truly yours,
Anna Louise Strong.

QUOTES FROM LB7

Nobody in this world can put on a
political rally like that great
executive Dick Daley of Chicago.
He makes it so much fun being a
democrat that you don't see how
anybody could be anything else.
(Chicago, October 30th, 1964)

"I'd like to see you support the
U. S. political system as fanat-
ically as the Nazi youth did
theirs during the war. "
(President Johnson, speaking to
U. S. students, as reported in
the NEW YORK TIMES, Feb-
ruary 6, 1965)

CHINA SENDS MESSACE TO VIETNAM

Comrade Mao Tse-lung, the great leader of the
Chinese people and Chairman of the Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Party of China, and his
close comrade-in-arms Comrade Lin Piao, Vice-
Chairman of the' Central Committee of the Com-
munist Party of China, and Comrade Chou En-lai,
Premier of the State Council, on September 1 sent
a message to Comrade Ho Chi Minh, Chairman of
the Central Committee of the Vietham Workers’
Party and President of the Democratic Republic of
Vietnam, and other Vietnamese Party and govern-
ment leaders, warmly greeting the 23rd anniversary
of the proclamation of independence by the Dem-
ocratic Republic of Vietnam. The message reads
in full as follows:

Hanoi

Comrade Ho Chi Minh, Chairman of the Central
Committee of the Vietnam Workers’ Party and
President of the Democratic Republic of
Vietnam,

Comrade Truong Chinli, Chairman of the Standing
Committee of the National Assembly of the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam,

Comrade Pham Van Dong, Premier of the Council
of Ministers of the Democratic Republic of
Vietnam;

On the occasion of the 23rd anniversary of the
proclamation of independence by the Democratic
Republic of Vietnam, we, on behalf of the Chinese
people, the Communist Party of China and the
Government of the People’s Republic of China, ex-
tend our warmest congratulations to the Vietnamese
people, the Vietnam Workers’ Party and the Gov-
ernment of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam.

Under the leadership of the Vietham Workers’
Party headed by Chairman Ho Chi Minh, the heroic
Vietnamese people have won great victories in their
war against U.S. aggression and for national salva-
tion. This is the result of the Vietnamese people’
fearlessness in making sacrifices, their arduous
struggle, their perseverance in people’s war and
their tit-for-tat struggle against U.S. imperialism
which is aggressive by nature. The victories of the
Vietnamese people’s war against U.S. aggression
and for national salvation have contributed to the
struggle of the people of all countries in the world
against U.S. imperialism.

The U.S. imperialist ambition to forcibly oc-
cupy the southern part of Vietnam and divide and

separate the Vietnamese nation will never' change.
To achieve this purpose, U.S. imperialism is ener-
getically carrying out its peace talks scheme while
further expanding its war of aggression against
Vietnam.. The Soviet modern revisionist leading
clique is collaborating with it in an attempt to have
the Vietnamese people’s war against U.S. aggression
and for national salvation abandoned half-way. The
Soviet modern revisionist leading clique has long
become the No. 1 accomplice of U.S. imperialism
in its aggression against Vietnam.

However, U.S. imperialism plus Soviet revi-
sionism still cannot save the U.S. aggressor from his
fate of inevitable defeat in Vietnam. Their ar-
rogant and rabid attempt to redivide the world by
collaborating with each other is meeting with
stronger and stronger resistance from the people of
all countries. The more U.S. imperialism and
Soviet revisionism collaborate, the more clearly the
people of the world will see through them as jackals
of the same lair.

The situation in the Vietnamese people’s war
against U.S. aggression and for national salvation
is excellent. Although there will still be all kinds
of difficulties and twists and turns on the road of
advance, we are deeply convinced that so long as
the 31 million Vietnamese people, who have long
been tested in war, bring into full play their
thoroughgoing revolutionary spirit and persevere in
protracted war, they will definitely win final vic-
tory in their war against U.S. aggression and for
national salvation.

The 700 million Chinese people will, as always,
resolutely support the Vietnamese people in carry-
ing through to the end their war to resist U.S.
aggression and save the country!

Long live the militant friendship between the
Chinese and Vietnamese peoples!

Mao Tse-tung, Chairman of the Central
Committee of the Communist
Party of China,

Lin Piao, Vice-Chairman of the Central
Committee of the Communist
Party of China,

Chou En-lai, Premier of the State Coun-
cil of the People’s Republic of
China.

September 1, 1968, Peking



\ igilance (Indian ink) Tran Van Can
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