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REPRESSION IN CHICAGO
The d r a m a t i c  ev e n ts  tha t  o c c u re d  
in  the v ic in i ty  of the D e m o c r a t i c  
C onven tion  in  C h icago  h av e  put 
U. S. l i b e r a l  c i r c l e s  in to  deep  
shock. H old ing  to a d ee p  and 
ab id ing  fa i th  in the e s s e n t i a l  
g o o d n ess  and f a i r n e s s  of U. S. 
d e m o c r a c y  and A m e r i c a n  " c i v i ­
l i z a t io n " ,  the  l i b e r a l  e l e m e n t  was 
f a r  f r o m  p r e p a r e d  for  the e r u p ­
tion  of f a s c i s t  b r u t a l i t y  M ayor  
Daly loosed  on C h icago  d e s p i te  
the fac t  i t  w as  th is  s a m e  Daly  
who had  g iven  p o l ice  " s h o o t  to 
k i l l"  o r d e r s  w hen  B lack  A m e r i ­
ca n s  w e r e  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  a g a in s t  
the  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  and g e n o c id a l  
p o l ic ie s  of the  b o u r g e o is  s ta te .

W hat h ap p e n ed  a t  C h icago  is  not 
a t  a l l  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  n o r  is i t  by 
any m e a n s  u n c o m m o n  in the 
United S ta te s  today . B lack  p e o ­
ple  h av e  b ee n  t r e a t e d  in even  
m o r e  b r u ta l  f a sh io n  fo r  c e n t u r ­
ie s .  But so m e h o w  the  w hite  
m a j o r i t y  j u s t  d o e s n ' t  s e e m  to  be 
a b le  to  g e t  too  ex c i te d  o v e r  the  
b r u t a l i z a t io n  of B lac k s .  It h a s  
not b e c o m e  a p p a r e n t  to th e m  th a t  
the  a p p e t i t e  fo r  m u r d e r  in  the 
f a s c i s t  p o l ic e  w as  w hetted  on the  
s to n e  of a n t i - B l a c k  d i s c r i m i n a ­
tion  and b ru ta l i ty .

T he  sh o c k  of r e a l i z a t i o n  c a u s e d  
one r a d io  r e p o r t e r  on the  s c e n e  
to e x c l a im  in a m a z e m e n t :  " T h e s e  
a r e  no t B lac k s  th a t  a r e  being 
b e a te n ,  they  a r e  w h ite s .  " T h a t  
i n v o l u n ta r y  e x c la m a t io n  r e v e a l s  
m u c h  th a t  is r o t t e n  in the h e a r t  
of w h ite ,  b o u r g e o is  A m e r ic a .
The shock  and s e n s a t io n  of C h i ­
cago  w as a l l  the  m o r e  in te n s e  b e ­
c a u s e  am ong  th o s e  b e a te n  by the 
p o l ice  w e r e  s o m e  of the c h i ld r e n  
of u p p e r  m i d d l e - c l a s s  A m e r i c a n s  
who w e r e  in C h icago  to  s u p p o r t  
th e i r  h e r o ,  E ugene  M c C ar th y .  
M o s t  of th e s e  w e r e  no t b e a te n  
on the s t r e e t s .  T o  r e a c h  th e m ,  
po lice  had  to p e n e t r a t e  to the u p ­
p e r  f lo o rs  of the  h i g h - c l a s s  C h i ­
cago  H il ton  H otel .

It h a s  b ee n  co m m o n  p r a c t i c e  for  
r e p o r t e r s  em p lo y ed  in a l l  the  
m e d ia  of m a s s  p ro p a g a n d a  to 
s c a le  down th e  b r u ta l  a c t io n s  of 
p o l ice ,  and o th e r  s t a t e  f o r c e s ,

who a t ta c k  th e  B lac k  c o m m u n i ­
t i e s .  In the  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  of 
c a s e s ,  r e p o r t s  h a v e  m a d e  B lac k s  
out to  be the  a r c h i t e c t s ,  of t h e i r  
own m i s f o r t u n e s  and m a in ly  r e s ­
p o n s ib le  for  p o l ic e  a c t io n s  w hich  
they  in s i s t e d ,  w e r e  d i r e c t e d  t o ­
w ard  m a in t a in e n c e  of " l a w  and 
o r d e r " .  In v ie w  of t h e s e  c i r c u m ­
s t a n c e s ,  the  b e a t in g s  a d m i n i s t e r ­
ed to  the  r e p o r t e r s  m u s t  co m e  
u n d e r  the h ea d in g  of " p o e t ic  
j u s t i c e " .  P. W. fa i l s  to  s e e  the 
po in t  of why i t  should  be c o n s i d ­
e r e d  m o r e  r e p r e h e n s i b l e  to b e a t  
one r e p o r t e r  th a n  it  is  to  indu lge  
w ithou t  l e t - u p  in the  b r u t a l  b e a t ­
ings c o n t in u o u s ly  a d m in i s t e r e d  to 
a c o n s id e r a b l e  s e c t io n  of the  c o m ­
m un ity .  The r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of 
the p r e s s  h a v e  no so lid  b a s i s  fo r  
p r o t e s t  u n t i l  th e y  a r e  p r e p a r e d  to  
ex p o se  and p r o t e s t  the  m u r d e r  
and b r u ta l i ty  o c c u r in g  d a i ly  u n d e r  
the d i r e c t io n  of the  s t a t e  - -  and 
th a t  in c lu d es  th e  m u r d e r  and 
b r u ta l i ty  p e r p e t r a t e d  a g a in s t  the 
peop le  of V ie tn am .

C hicago  s e e m s  to  h av e  g iven  
s t i l l  f u r th e r  r e l e a s e  to  v ic io u s  
f o r c e s  of f a s c i s t  r e a c t io n .  It h a s  
been w ide ly  known fo r  s o m e  t im e  
th a t  p o l ice ,  and o th e r  s o - c a l l e d  
" l a w  o f f i c e r s " ,  b e longed  to  o p e n ­
ly  f a s c i s t  o rg a n iz a t io n s  su ch  as

the John  B i rc h  S o c ie ty ,  M inute  
M en, e tc .  U n ti l  now, th e s e  " l a w  
o f f ic e r s "  engaged  in t h e i r  e x t r a ­
c u r r i c u l a r  a c t iv i t i e s  out of u n i ­
f o rm  - -  e x c ep t  in the s o u th e rn  
s t a t e s  w h e re  a u n i f o r m  h a s  always 
been  a c c e p te d  a s  a l i c e n s e  to b e a t  
and m u r d e r  B la c k s .  S ince  C h i ­
cago ,  th e s e  " o f f i c e r s  of the  law" 
h av e  m o v ed  b la ta n t ly  in to  the  open 
and in u n i f o rm  in a l l  a r e a s  of the 
co u n try .

In N ew  Y ork ,  p o l ice  o f f i c e r s  in 
u n i fo rm ,  and w e a r in g  " W a l la c e  
for  P r e s i d e n t "  bu ttons  open ly  i n ­
vaded  a c o u r t r o o m  w h e r e  s o m e  
B lack  p eop le  w e r e  being  t r ie d  
and t h e r e ,  in open c o u r t ,  they  
b e a t  up  both s p e c t a t o r s  and 
a c c u s e d .  In C a l i f o r n ia ,  O akland 
p o l ic e ,  w h ile  on o f f ic ia l  du ty , 
f i r e d  n u m e ro u s  s h o ts  in to  a B lack  
P a n th e r  P a r t y  h e a d q u a r t e r s  th a t  
w as lo c a te d  in a b u ild ing  o c c u p ­
ied by m a n y  p eop le .  T h e  " o f f i ­
c e r s  of the law " h a v e  a t  l a s t  r e ­
m o v ed  th e i r  m a s k  of c iv i l i z e d  
le g a l i ty  and r e v e a le d  th e i r  t r u e  
f a s c i s t  f e a tu r e s  fo r  a l l  to  see .
A s the  c r i s i s  of U. S. c a p i t a l i s m  
s h a r p e n s ,  ev e n ts  such  a s  th e s e  
c i ted  h e r e  w il l  o c c u r  m o r e  often. 
T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  C h icag o s  in 
s t o r e  fo r  the p eop le  of the  United 
S ta te s  in the n e a r  fu tu re .  1



What h a p p e n ed  in s id e  the  D e m o ­
c r a t i c  C o n ven tion  in C hicago  w as  
a t  l e a s t  of e q u a l  im p o r t a n c e  with 
w hat  h ap p e n e d  o u ts id e .  T h e  d e e p  
and p e r m a n e n t  s p l i t  th a t  d e v e lo p ­
ed in  the r a n k s  of the D e m o c r a t i c  
P a r t y  is  d r a m a t i c  and r e l i a b l e  
ev id en c e  th a t  the  U. S. ru l in g  
c l a s s  is  r a p id l y  a p p ro a c h in g  the 
po in t  w h e re  th e y  w il l  no lo n g e r  be 
ab le  to r u l e  in  the old s ty le  of 
b o u rg eo is  d e m o c r a t i c  p a r l i a m e n ­
t a r y  p r o c e s s e s .  T h e  r u l in g  c l a s s  
w il l  h av e  to r e s o r t  m o r e  and 
m o r e  to open  a r m e d  t e r r o r  in  
o r d e r  to  ho ld  on to  s t a t e  pow er .

The m o d e r n  D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t y  is 
undou b ted ly  a b o u r g e o i s  p a r ty .
But it  is a b o u r g e o i s  p a r ty  of a 
p a r t i c u l a r  s o r t ,  and i t  is  th is  
p a r t i c u l a r i t y  w h ich  g iv e s  p a r t i ­
c u l a r  s ig n i f i c a n c e  to  the d ee p  
s p l i t  in th e  P a r t y  a t  C h icago  - -  
a s p l i t  w hich  ex ten d e d  even  in to  
the  u p p e r  e c h e lo n s .

T he  D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t y  a s  w e now 
know i t  w as  th e  s p e c i a l  c r e a t i o n  
of the R o o s e v e l t  wing of the 
United S ta te s  ru l in g  c l a s s .  It 
w as b ro u g h t  in to  b e in g  d u r in g  a 
f o r m e r  p e r io d  of c r i s i s  in U. S. 
s o c ie ty  w hen  t h e r e  w e r e  s e r i o u s  
d i f f e r e n c e s  in th e  ru l in g  g ro u p  on 
how to m a in t a in  th e  b o u rg e o is  
s ta te .  T h e r e  w e r e  p o w er fu l  
g ro u p s  who o p posed  R o o s e v e l t  - -  
r e f l e c te d  in  the  f a c t  th a t  m o r e  
than  80 p e r  c e n t  of th e  p r e s s  took 
up a  p o s i t io n  of f i r m  opposit ion .  
T h e s e  e l e m e n ts  c o n s id e r e d  the 
o r d in a r y  p r o c e s s e s  of the  bour  
g e o i s - d e m o c r a t i c  a p p a r a tu s  to  be 
no lo n g e r  e f f e c t iv e  and a rg u e d  fo r  
a r e s o r t  to open  c o e r c io n .  R o o s e ­
ve l t ,  on th e  o th e r  hand ,  s t i l l  had  
fa i th  in  th e  a b i l i t y  of th e  n o r m a l  
o r g a n s  of b o u r g e o i s - d e m o c r a t i c  
s t a t e  p o w er  to  h a n d le  the  s i t u ­
a t ion  if s o m e  t e m p o r a r y  c o n c e s ­
s io n s  w e r e  m a d e  to the m i l i t a n t  
d e m a n d s  be ing  ad v a n ce d  by w o r k ­
e r s ,  f a r m e r s ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  and 
s e c t io n s  of the  m id d le  c l a s s .  In 
th is  w ay , R o o s e v e l t  m a in ta in e d ,  
the  in e v i ta b le  r e v o lu t io n a r y  c o n ­
f ro n ta t io n  b e tw e e n  the  r u l e r s  and 
the  ru le d  cou ld  be pos tponed .

T h is  m o d e r n  D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t y  
w as  th e  s p e c i a l  c r e a t i o n  of the  
R o o s e v e l t  f o r c e s .  A p o l i t i c a l  
m a c h in e  c r e a t e d  fo r  the s p e c i a l

p u r p o s e  of im p le m e n t in g  the  
R o o s e v e l t  p r o g r a m  fo r  the s a l ­
v a t io n  of U nited  S ta te s  c a p i t a l i s m

The p a r t i c u l a r  s ig n i f i c a n c e  of 
th is  p o l i t i c a l  m a c h in e  w as  i t s  
c h a r a c t e r  of a c o a l i t io n  of r e p r e ­
s e n ta t iv e s  of d i v e r s e  s o c ia l  
g ro u p s  in th e  U. S. R o o s e v e l t  
w as e m in e n t ly  s u c c e s s f u l  in 
w eld ing  to g e th e r  w ith in  the  f r a m e  
w o rk  of the  D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t y  a 
c o a l i t io n  of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of 
w o r k e r s ,  f a r m e r s ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  
m id d le  c l a s s  e l e m e n ts  and s m a l l  
c a p i t a l i s t s .  T he  f a c t  th a t  the  
R o o s e v e l t  e f f o r t  to s a v e  c a p i t a l ­
i s m  w as h ig h ly  s u c c e s s f u l  n ee d s  
no e l a b o ra t io n .  T h e r e  w e r e ,  of 
c o u r s e ,  m a n y  r e a s o n s  fo r  th is  
s u c c e s s ,  inc lud ing  the  f a i l u r e  of 
the le f t  in  A m e r i c a ,  but th a t  is 
a n o th e r ,  and a long su b jec t .  T he  
adv.ent of the  a n t i - f a s c i s t  w a r  
u n d o u b ted ly  did m u c h  to m a in t a in  
the  c o a l i t io n  and ex tend  i t s  e x i s ­
t e n c e  beyond w hat would h av e  
been  p o s s i b l e  u n d e r  " n o r m a l "  
cond i t ions .

A t  the  C h icag o  C onven tion ,  the  
D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t y  w as  s t i l l  c o m ­
posed  of the  e l e m e n ts  of the 
R o o s e v e l t  c o a l i t io n  and th e i r  
h e i r s .  But the  c o a l i t io n  w hich  
had b ee n  b o rn  in a p e r io d  of 
c r i s i s  w as  now  be ing  d a s h e d  to  
p ie c e s  on a  s h a r p e r  and d e e p e r  
c r i s i s .  In th e  c r i s i s  th a t  gav e  
b i r t h  to  th e  c o a l i t io n ,  th e  r u l in g  
c l a s s  could  m a k e  c e r t a i n  c o n ­
c e s s io n s  to  h ea d  off a r e v o l u t i o n ­
a r y  o u tb r e a k  - -  even  if s o m e  hae  
to be f o rc e d  to g r a n t  c o n c e s s io n s .  
T he  a n t i - f a s c i s t  w a r ,  w ith  i t s  
b ro a d  d e m o c r a t i c  o b je c t iv e s ,  
s t a b i l i z e d  th e  ec o n o m y  t e m p o r ­
a r i l y  and s t r e n g th e n e d  the  c o a l ­
ition.

Now th a t  c a p i t a l i s m  is  in  d ee p  
c r i s i s  t h e r e  a r e  no c o n c e s s io n s  
th a t  c a n  be m a d e  to  s a lv a g e  the 
s i tu a t io n .  T h e r e  is  no p o p u la r  
w a r  to  h e lp  s t a b i l i z e  the  economy; 
only  an  u n p o p u la r  w a r  of i m p e r ­
i a l i s t  c o n q u e s t  th a t  f u r th e r  a g g r a ­
v a te s  the c r i s i s .  C o n fro n ted  by 
th is  c r i t i c a l  s i tu a t io n ,  s o m e  of 
the R o o s e v e l t  l i b e r a l s  im a g in e  
they  ca n  d u p l i c a te  the  R o o s e -  
v e l t ia n  p e r f o r m a n c e  of the  '3 0 s  
and sa v e  c a p i t a l i s m  in s p i t e  of 
the c a p i t a l i s t s  by r e f o r m i n g  the

s h a t t e r e d  co a l i t io n .  T h e s e  e f ­
fo r t s  a r e  doo m ed  to f a i l u r e  b e ­
c a u s e  new  c o n d i t io n s ,  new  p r o ­
b le m s ,  r e q u i r e  n ew  so lu t io n s .

T he  th in g s  th a t  c e m e n te d  to g e th e r  
the  R o o s e v e l t  c o a l i t io n  a r e  no 
lo n g e r  w ith  u s .  T h e y  a r e  as  
dead  a s  R o o s e v e l t  h im s e l f .

W hat is  n ee d ed  now is  a n ew  c o ­
a l i t io n  of p eo p le s  d e m o c r a t i c  
f o r c e s  d e d ic a te d  to  the a t ta in m e n l  
of r a d i c a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  o b je c t iv e s .
A c o a l i t io n  led , no t  by R o o s e -  
v e l t ia n  c a p i t a l i s t s ,  bu t  by the  
w o rk in g  c l a s s .  A c o a l i t io n  no t  
d e d ic a te d  to  sav in g  U. S. i m p e r ­
i a l i s m ,  bu t  to  the d e s t r u c t io n  of 
th a t  s y s t e m  and i t s  r e p l a c e m e n t  
by a s o c ie t y  th a t  pu ts  an  end to  
a g g r e s s i o n  and th e  e x p lo i ta t io n  
of m a n  by m a n .  Only on th is  
b a s i s  can  a so lid  and p e r m a n e n t  
c o a l i t io n  be c o n s t ru c te d .

The h o u r  is g row ing  la te  in A m ­
e r ic a .  F a s c i s t  e l e m e n ts  h av e  
p e n e t r a t e d  in to  a l l  s e c t o r s  of the 
s ta te  and r e p r e s s i o n  is b ec o m in g  
i n c r e a s i n g ly  r a m p a n t .  It is  no t 
only  in  th e  s t r e e t s  of C h icago  
bu t in  a l l  the  c o u n c i ls  of s ta te  
p ow er  th a t  th e  f a s c i s t  m e n a c e  
lu rk s .  C h icago  w as  a c l e a r  w a r ­
ning of w h a t  l i e s  ah e ad  in  the 
n e a r  fu tu re .

NEITHER BREZHNEV, KOSYGIN NOR DUBCEK!
E ven ts  in E a s t e r n  E u ro p e  hav e  
r e a c h e d  a c l im a x  in the o c c u p a ­
tion  of C z e c h o s lo v a k ia  by f o r c e s  
of c e r t a i n  of the W a rsa w  P a c t  
n a t io n s ,  '’o v ie t  tanks  ru m b l in g  
th rough  the s t r e e t s  of P r a g u e ,  
B r a t i s l a v a  and o th e r  c i t i e s  a r e  
fo rc in g  m i l l io n s  a ro u n d  the w orld  
to m a k e  a c l o s e r  e x a m in a t io n  of 
r e c e n t  d e v e lo p m e n ts  in the s o -  
ca l le d  " S o c ia l i s t "  b loc.

As is usua l in su c h  h i s t o r i c  ev e n ts  
we g e t  e v e ry th in g  but t r u th  and an  
o b je c t iv e  r e p o r t i n g  of the  even ts  
f r o m  the  v a r io u s  ch a n n e ls  of m a s s  
c o m m u n ic a t io n .  D is to r t io n  is  the  
co m m o n  d e n o m in a to r  of the m a s s  
new s m e d ia .  R e p o r t s  f ro m  
s o u r c e s  in the U. S. S. R. a r e  no 
m o r e  d ep e n d a b le  than  any  o th e r s  
and m o s t  of the c l a n d e s t in e  r a d io  
f a c i l i t i e s  in C z e c h o s lo v a k ia  a r e  
in the  c o n t ro l  of m e m b e r s  of the 
D ubeck c r e w  of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
of the  b o u r g e o i s i e .  The C z e c h o ­
s lovak  w o r k e r s  h a v e  ye t  to be 
h e a r d  f ro m .

HISTOR IC A L BACKGROUND

L eading  s p o k e s m e n  in M oscow  
h a v e  loudy  d e c l a r e d  they  m a r c h e d  
on P r a g u e  to put an  end to Dub- 
c e k 's  b e t r a y a l  of S o c ia l i sm .  A -  
s id e  f ro m  the  fa c t  th a t  t h e s e  s e l f -  
p r o c la im e d  " d e f e n d e r s  of s o c i a l ­
i sm "  had  long s in c e  th e m s e lv e s  
b e t ra y e d  the O c to b e r  R ev o lu t io n  
and the P r o l e t a r i a n  S ta te ,  th e y  had 
a l s o  p r e s id e d  a t  D u b ce k 's  i n ­
s t a l la t io n  in pow er .

Novotny, who p r e c e d e d  D ubcek and 
w as  dep o sed  by h im ,  c o n t r a r y  to  
the  b ra n d  of " S ta l in i s m "  f ixed  on 
h im  by th e  D ubcek  gang of r e a c ­
t i o n a r i e s ,  w as  the p e r s o n a l  
f a v o r i t e  and p r o te g e  of K ru s c h o v  
who led the  in i t ia l  a s s a u l t  on 
s o c i a l i s m  by the  S ov ie t r e v i s i o n ­
i s t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of the b o u r ­
g e o is ie .  N ovotny w as  ch o sen  as  
the one to build  c a p i t a l i s m  in 
C z e c h o s la v a k ia  u n d e r  the d i r e c ­
tion  and d o m in a t io n  of the r e v i ­
s io n i s t  m a s t e r m i n d s  in M oscow.

H o w e v e r ,  the  C z e c h o s lo v a k ia n  
c a p i t a l i s t s  w e r e  n o t  c o n ten t  to r e ­
m a in  f o r e v e r  u n d e r  the d o m i n a ­

tion  of M oscow  and bound by 
f i r m  t i e s  to  the S ov ie t  t r a d in g  
s y s t e m  w h ich  in h ib i te d  th e i r  de - 
v e lo p m en t .  T h ey  w an ted  f r e e d o m  
to m o v e  on th e i r  own in the w o r ld  
m a r k e t ,  to m a k e  d e a l s  w h e re  they  
c o n s id e r e d  th e m  to t h e i r  own b e s t  
ad v an tag e .  T h e s e  n o isy  b o u rg eo is  
e l e m e n ts  w e r e  a l s o  u r g e n t ly  d e ­
m an d in g  a  m o r e  v ig o ro u s  d e v e l ­
o p m e n t  of the  c o u n t e r - r e v o lu t io n .

T he  M o sco w  s to o g e ,  Ncvotny, 
w as m a n i f e s t l y  in c a p le  of g iv ing 
the kind of l e a d e r s h i p  n e c e s s a r y  
fo r  the r e a l i z a t i o n  of the  d e m a n d s  
of the n a t io n a l  b o u rg e o is e  who 
then  w en t in s e a r c h  of a m o r e  
l ik e ly  c a n d id a te  fo r  the r o l e  of 
le ad in g  the c o u n t e r - r e v o lu t io n .  
T h e i r  c h o s e n  a g e n t  w as A le x ­
a n d e r  D ubcek, u n t i l  then  u n ­
known and w ithou t  a u th o r i ty  in  the  
coun try .

Dubcek had  s u r ro u n d e d  h i m s e l f  
w ith  a g e n ts  of the  n a t io n a l  b o u r ­
g e o i s ie ,  r e a c t i o n a r y  e x t r e m i s t s ,  
c r i m i n a l s  r e l e a s e d  f r o m  j a i l  and 
r e a c t i o n a r y  c h u r c h  s p o k e s m e n  
who w e r e  once m o r e  openly  in 
p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r e s .  The u n i v e r s i t i e s  
in t e l l e c tu a ls  and v a r io u s  p r o f e s ­
s io n a l  g r o u p s ,  a l l  of w hich had  
b e c o m e ,  u n d e r  N ovotny, the  
s p e c i a l  p r e s e r v e  of a  p r i v i l e g e d  
e l i te  s te e p e d  in  b o u r g e o is  i d e o l ­
ogy, a l s o  p ro v id e d  a s t r o n g  b a s e  
of s u p p o r t  fo r  th e  D ubcek fac t ion .

D ubcek and h is  c a p i t a l i s t  m a s t e r s  
m oved  to  o u s t  th e  Novotny c l iq u e  
and s e iz e  the  p o s i t io n s  of p ow er  
and a u t h o r i ty  in  the  P a r t y  and 
the s t a t e  a p p a r a tu s .  T h e  S ov ie t 
r e v i s i o n i s t s  and th e i r  c l o s e s t  
s u p p o r t e r s  in  the  W a rs a w  P a c t  
b loc ,  viewed with  a l a r m  the  p r o ­
p o s a l  fo r  the u n c e r m o n io u s  d u m p ­
ing of t h e i r  h a n d - p ic k e d  f a v o r i t e  
son, N ovotny, and h is  r e p l a c e ­
m e n t  by a n o is y  unknow n who 
looked q u i te  c a p a b le  of ro c k in g  the  
b oa t  in ro u g h  in  th e  ro u g h  s e a s  of 
c o u n t e r - r e v o lu t io n  c o n s p i ra c y .  
T h ey  d ec id e d  to  m a k e  an e f fo r t  to 
p r o t e c t  Novotny.
A s o - c a l l e d  " W a r s a w  T re a ty "  

m e e t in g  w as held  in P o lan d  and 
an u l t im a tu m  s e r v e d  on the D ub ­
cek  fac t io n  to  c e a s e  and d e s i s t  
f ro m  t h e i r  a t t e m p t s  to u n s e a t

Novotny. T h e  u l t im a tu m  was 
followed up by the m i l i t a r y  m a n ­
o e u v r e s  co nduc ted  on C z e c h o ­
s lovak  t e r r i t o r y  w ithou t  the c o n ­
s e n t  of the  C z e c h o s lo v a k ia n  
g o v e rn m e n t .  T he  whole a f f a i r  w as  
a m a s s i v e  c a s e  of b la c k m a i l  and 
it  w as  a im ed  a t  t e r r o r i s i n g  the 
p eo p le  and fo rc in g  th e m  to a c c e p t  
a Soviet r e v i s i o n s i s t  so lu t io n  to 
p o l i t i c a l  and ec o n o m ic  p r o b le m s .  
T he  m e e t in g  and s u b s e q u e n t  
a c t io n s  of the  5 W a rs a w  T r e a t y  n a ­
t io n s  w as  i l l e g a l  s in c e  C z ec h o -  
s lo v a k ia - th e o n e  in v o lv e d - R o m a n ia  
and A lb an ia ,  a l l  o r ig n a l  s i g n a ­
t o r i e s  of the t r e a t y ,  w e r e  exc luded  
f r o m  p a r t i c ip a t in g  in the  d e l ib e r a  
t io n s  and m a k in g  the  d e c is io n s .

T he  a r m e d  b l a c k m a i l  w as fo llow ed 
by m e e t in g s  a t  C u rn a  and B r a ­
t i s l a v a  w h e re  D ubcek  and h is  
c l iq u e  a p p a r e n t l y  a g r e e d  to r e m a i n  
loya l  to  M o sc o w  and to p la c e  s o m e  
r e s t r i c t i o n s  on th e  a c t iv i t i e s  of 
the  m o r e  n o is y  of the b o u rg e o is  
e l e m e n ts  in P r a g u e  who w e r e  d e ­
m a n d in g ,  am o n g  o th e r  th in g s ,  
a n im m e d i a t e  b r e a k  with  M oscow , 
r e s ig n a t io n  f r o m  the  W a rs a w  P a c t  
and the  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of t i e s  with 
the  w es t .  B r e z h n e v  and K osyg in  
a g r e e d  to the h and ing  of p o w er  to  
the D ubcek f a c t io n  and Novotny 
r e m o v e d  h i m s e l f  f r o m  the  s c e n e  
o f fe r in g  no r e s i s t a n c e  w h a te v e r ,  
r e s ig n in g  a l l  h i s  p o s ts  and s l i n k ­
ing f r o m  the s c e n e  l ike  a w hipped  
cu r .

Dubcek, t h e r e f o r e ,  l ike  Novotny 
b e fo re  h im , en joyed  p o l i t i c a l  
p o w er  because  of the  s u p p o r t  r e n  - 
d e re d  h im  by th e  S ov ie t  r e v i s i o n ­
i s t s .  If h e  u se d  h is  a u t h o r i ty  to  
a d v a n ce  c a p i t a l i s t  i n t e r e s t s  he 
w as  ab le  to do so  only b e c a u s e  the 
K ru s c h o v i t e s  had  m a d e  it  p o s s ib le .  
H aving th e m s e iv e s  in s ta l l e d  the 
c u l p r i t  t h e i r  c l a im  of in te rv e n t io n  
to p r e v e n t  h im  f r o m  b e t ra y in g  
s o c i a l i s m  h as  l i t t l e  ev id e n c e  to 
su p p o r t .

INT ER VENT ION

F ollow ing  the m e e t i n g s  a t  
C u rn a  and B r a t i s l a v a  the  W a rsa w  
f o r c e s  w e r e  w i th d ra w n  f r o m  C z e c h ­
o s lo v a k  t e r r i t o r y .  It is  obvious
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f ro m  s u b s e q u e n t  d e v e lo p m e n ts  
th a t  the  N a t io n a l  b o u r g e o i s i e  took 
w i th d r a w a l  fo r  a s ig n  of w e a k n e s s  
and began  p r e s s i n g  for  a m o r e  
v igorous-  a d v a n c e  on a l l  f ro n ts .  
T h e i r  d e t e r m in a t io n  to p ro c e e d  
with  a l l  p o s s ib le  sp eed  in the  
bu ild ing  of c a p i t a l i s m  w as  e v id en t  
f ro m  a  n u m b e r  of v e r y  obvious 
s ig n s .

The "2 ,  000 w ord  m a n i f e s to " ,  an 
open  d e c l a r a t i o n  of c a p i t a l i s t  
o b je c t iv e s  in C z e c h o s lo v a k ia ,  
w as w id e ly  d i s t r i b u t e d  and d e m a n d s  
p r e s s e d  fo r  i ts  e a r ly  i m p l e m e n ­
ta tion .

The b o u r g e o i s i e  m o u n ted  an  
h y s t e r i c a l  and e m o t io n a l  d e m o n ­
s t r a t i o n  of w e lc o m e  fo r  the v i s i t  
of T i to ,  c h e i f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of 
J. S. i m p e r i a l i s m  in the S lav ic  

w orld .

T he  D ubcek  g ro u p  w e r e  condu c t in g  
p r iv a t e  n e g o t ia t io n s  fo r  c l o s e r  
p o l i t i c a l  and ec o n o m ic  r e l a t i o n s  
w ith  th e  w e s t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w ith  
T. S. I m p e r i a l i s m  and for  t r a d e  

a g r e e m e n t s  th a t  would t u r n  the  
e m p h a s i s  of f o re ig n  t r a d e  a g r e e ­
m e n ts  th a t  w ould tu r n  the e m p h a s i s  
o f ty a d e  f r o m  R u s s i a  to  the w es t .

A C z e c h o s lo v a k  a p p l ic a t io n  fo r  a 
loan  f r o m  th e  (J. S. - c o n t r o l l e d  
W orld Bank  w as  being  g iv en  
fa v o u ra b le  c o n s id e r a t io n ,  m a in ly  
on the b a s i s  of a p r o m i s e  th a t  
C z e c h o s lo v a k ia  would be opened up 
as  an  a r e a  of e x p lo i ta t io n  by 
f o re ig n  c a p i t a l i s t s .

T he  c a p i t a l i s t s  w e r e  d e m an d in g  
th a t  D ubcek  f o rc ib ly  d i s a r m  the  
W o r k e r ' s  M i l i t i a  in the f a c to r i e s  
w hich  had  r e m a in e d  lo y a l  to 
f u n d a m e n ta l  w o rk in g  c l a s s  
p r in c i p l e s  w hich  the b o u rg e o is  
e l e m e n ts  la b e le d  " S ta l in i s m " .

F o r  the  K r u s c h o v i t e s  , who w e r e  
w alk ing  a p o l i t i c a l  t ig h t ro p e ,  
th e s e  w e r e  a l a r m in g  d e v e lo p ­
m e n ts  th a t  c o n ta in e d  the s e e d s  of 

d i s a s t e r  fo r  t h e i r  w e l l - l a id  p lo t  
to s m a s h  s o c i a l i s m  and put the 
c a p i t a l i s t s  back in  the s a d d le .
T he  d e c i s i o n  w as  taken  to f o rc e  
Dubcek and the C z e c h o s lo v a k  
b o u r g e o i s i e  b ac k  into l ine  and 
u n d e r  the c o n t r o l  and d isc ip l in e  
of the S ov ie t  c l iq u e .  S u c c e s s  of

the p lanned  o p e r a t io n  to r e b u i ld  ,; 
c a p i t a l i s m  w a s  c r i t i c a l l y  d ep e n d en t  
on unity  and d i s c ip l in e  w ith in  the 
r e v i s i o n i s t  cam p . ' fh d isc ip l in e d  
ac t io n  on th e  p a r t  of one m e m b e r  

of the  gang could  p la ce  the w hole  
s c h e m e  in j e o p a rd y .  T he  a r m e d  
f o r c e s  of the t r u n c a te d  W arssvv 
P a c t  w e r e  tu rn e d  back  in the 
d i r e c t io n  oi C z e c h o s lo v a k ia .

WHY IN T E R V E N T IO N ?

M o s c o w 's  le ad in g  s p o k e m e n  a r e  
t ry in g  to p o se  a s  " d e f e n d e r s  of 
s o c ia l i sm .-  T hey  c l a im  th e i r  
m a r c h  in to  C z e c h o s lo v a k ia  is  a 
s e l f l e s s  a c t  to  p r e s e r v e  s o c i a l i s t  
ga in s .  But they  s tu d io u s ly  avoid 
d ea l in g  w ith  a  n u m b e r  of q u e s t io n s  
c ry in g  ou t fo r  a n s w e r s .

Why is i t  n e c e s s a r y  to  "d e fe n d  
s o c i a l i s m "  f ro m  the  f o r c e s  they , 
th e m s e lv e s -  had  h e lp ed  to put 
in p o w er  in  C z e c h o s lo v a k ia  ?
T h ey  w e r e  a l r e a d y  ac q u a in ted  
with the p o l i t i c a l  and ec o n o m ic  
p r o g r a m  of the Dubcek fac tion .

Why shou ld  they  e x p e c t  u s  to 
b e l ie v e  th a t  t h e i r  w o rk  to r e t u r n  
the  S ov ie t  Union to the pa th  of c a p ­
i t a l i s m  equ ips  th e m  fo r  the 
" d e f e n s e  of s o c i a l i s m "  in  C z e c h o ­
s lo v a k ia ?

How is  i t  th a t  the  peop le  of C z e c h ­
o s lo v a k ia ,  20 y e a r s  a f t e r  th e  s e i ­
z u r e  of s t a t e  p o w er ,  w e r e  u nab le  
to  s u p p r e s s  in t e r n a l  f o r c e s  of 
r e a c t i o n ?  als i t  no t a f a c t  th a t  the 
only  fo re ig n  f o r c e s  en g ag ed  d i r e c t ly  
in  the the  s t r e n g th e n in g  of cap i  - 
t a l i s t  e l e m e n ts  in C z e c h o s lo v a k ia  
w e r e  the  r e v i s i o n i s t  r u l in g  
c l iq u e  in the S ov ie t "Tnlon and 
th a t  the  M o sc o w  K ru s c h o v i t e s  
w e r e  d i r e c t l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  for  
D u b ce k 's  r i s e  to p o w e r"

F o r  M o sco w , th e s e  a r e  e m b a r -  
a s s in g  q u e s t io n  the  a n s w e r s  to 
which would r e v e a l  c o n s lu s iv e ly  
th a t  it  is  no t  s o c i a l i s m  th e y  w e r e  
d efend ing ;  w hat they  w e r e  r e a l ly  
c o n c e r n e d  w ith  w as the o r d e r l y  
and s a fe  co n d u c t  of the  na t io n  
b ac k  to  the  c a p i t a l i s t  fold. It was 
o th e r  and q u i te  d i f f e r e n t  r e a s o n s  
th a t  M o sco w  and i t s  a l l i e s  had lo r  
the in v a s io n  a n :  o c c u p a t io n  of 
C z e c h o s lo v  a k ia  
(1) F r o m  the m ' l i t a r y  po in t  of 
v iew  C z e c h o s lo v a k ia  is one of

the m o s t  im p o r ta n t  s t r a t e g i c  
a r e a s  in E u ro p e  It is u n d e r ­
s ta n d a b le  tha t  the i n s e c u r e  
Soviet r u l in g  c l ique  shou ld  be 
d i s t u r b e d  to  the po in t of h y s ­
t e r i a  a t  th e  thought of su ch  an 
a r e a  b ec o m in g  a so lid  p a r t  of 
the w e s t e r n  i m p e r i a l i s t  cam p .
H aving  tu r n e d  R u s s i a  in to  the 
path  of c a p i t a l i s t  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  
and co m p e t i t io n -w i th  the U. S. 
and o th e r  i m p e r i a l i s t s  in the 
w o r ld  m a r k e t s ,  the  K ru s c h o v i t e s  
m u s t  n a t u r a l ly  look to the p o s s ­
ib i l i ty  of the a n ta g o n is t ic  c o n t r a d ­
ic t io n  in h e r e n t  in i m p e r i a l i s t  
c o m p e t i t io n  lead ing  to confl ic t .  
M i l i t a r y  n e c e s s i t y  c o m p e ls  the 
S ov ie t r u l e r s  to m a in ta in  c o n t ro l  
o v e r  th is  E a s t e r n  E u ro p e a n  
has  tion.

(2) A f te r  se iz in g  c o n t r o l  of the  
P a r t y  and the s t a t e  the  r e v i o n -  
i s t s  e n c o u n te re d  m a n y  d i f f i c u l t ie s .  
T he  e c o n o m y  is s t a g n a n t  o r  even  
fo u n d e r in g ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p ro d u c t io n  
in a d i s a s t r o u s  s ta te  and  liv ing  
s t a n d a r d s  s t e a d i ly  d e t e r io r a t i n g .  
C o n s e q u e n t  on the e c o n o m 'c  
d e c l in e  and d e t e r io r a t i n g  liv ing  
c o n d i t io n s ,  r e s e n t m e n t  is  s p r e a d ­
ing and o p p o s i t io n  to the  r e v i s i o n ­
i s t s  is on the i n c r e a s e .  N a t io n a l  
b o u rg e o is  e l e m e n ts  a r e  s e iz in g  
a d v a n ta g e  of d i s c o n te n t  and  d e m o r -  
iz a t io n  in the v a r io u s  r e p u b l i c s  
to e s t a b l i s h  a p o l i t i c a l  and  e c o n ­
om ic  b a s e  of th e i r  own. B o u rg e o is  
n a t io n a l i s t  c i r c l e s  in the  f e d e r ­
a ted  r e p u b l i c s  a r e  ad v a n c in g  
d e m a n d s  fo r  a s h a r e  in the p ro f i t s  
of e x p lo ra t io n  T he  K r u s c h o v i t e s  
r e p ly  to th e se  d e m a n d s  in the t i m e -  
h o u n e re d  i m p e r i a l i s t  w a y -w i th  m e a ­
s u r e s  of n a t io n a l  o p p r e s s io n .
E v e r y  j u s t  d em an d  of the  non-  
R u s s i a n  n a t io n a l  g ro u p s  is  b r a n d ­
ed r e a c t i o n a r y  and b o u rg e o is  
and s u p p r e s s e d  by m e th o d s  b o r d ­

e r in g  on f a s c i s t  t e r r o r .

In the  U k ra in e ,  fo r  e x a m p le ,  the  
U k ra in ia n  lan g u ag e  h a s  ta k en  
seco n d  p la c e  to  R u s s ia n  and 
R u s s i a n  c u l tu r e  s u p p la n ts  the 
c u l tu r e  of the U kra ine .  S im i l a r  
t r e n d s  can  be  o b s e rv e d  in G e o r ­
g ia .  L a tv ia ,  E s th o n ia ,  L i th u a n ia  
e tc .  G r e a t  R u s s ia n  c h a u v in i s m  
is r a m p a n t ,  e n c o u n te re d  by the 
r e v i s i o n i s t  t r a i t o r s .

S u c c e s s  on the p a r t  of C z e c h o s ­
lovak  c a p i t a l i s t s  in b r e a k in g  the

t i e s  with M o sco w  and f a i l u r e  of 
the ru l in g  c l iq u e  to take  s te p s  
to c o n t ro l  th e  s i tu a t io n  would h av e  
s t r e n g th e n e d  the b o u rg e o is  n a t i o n ­
a l i s t  g ro u p s  in the o th e r  a r e a s ,  
boosted  th e i r  m o r a l e ,  c a u se d  
th e m  to take  h e a r t  a t  the  C z e c h ­
o s lo v a k  s u c c e s s  to  the p o in t  w h e r e  
th e y  would soon  h av e  m a d e  th e i r  
own bed for p ow er  and in d e p en d e n ce .  
O ccupy ing  C z e c h o s lo v a k ia  the  r e v i ­
s io n i s t s  w e r e  a c t in g  not only to c o n ­
t r o l  th e  s i t u a t io n  th e r e ,  they  w e r e  
a l s o  a c t in g  to w ard  off n a t io n a l  
u p r i s in g s  and  g e n e r a l  d i s a s t e r  in 
the  n o n - R u s s i a n  r e p u b l i c s  and to 
k e e p  in ta c t  t h e i r  c r u m b l in g  e m p i r e

(3) F r o m  the v iew p o in t  of the  
t r o u b le d  eco n o m y ,  the  d e fe c t io n  of 
C z e c h o s lo v a k ia  to  the  w e s t  would 
hav e  c o n s t i tu te d  a s e r i o u s  b low
to the S ov ie t Union, The lo s s  of 
the  advanced  in d u s t r y  and a g r i c ­
u l t u r e  of C z e c h o s lo v a k ia  would 
h a v e  sh a k e n  the  Sov ie t  r e v i s i o n ­
i s t  s t r u c t u r e  to i t s  v e r y  fo u n d ­
a t io n s  and h e ig h ten e d  the c r i s i s  
of the  S ov ie t  e c o n o m y  j u s t  when 
th e y  w e r e  p r o m is i n g  b e t t e r  
th ings  to the R u s s i a n  w o r k e r s .
As a s o u r c e  of i n d u s t r i a l  m a c h ­
in e ry ,  c o n s u m e r  goods ,  a g r i c ­
u l t u r a l  p r o d u c ts  and a s o u r c e  of 
r a w  m a t e r i a l s , C z e c h o s lo v a k ia  
w as  i m p o r t a n t  to R u s s i a n  ec o n o m ic  
d ev e lo p m e n t .

(4) A r e a s o n  of f i r s t - r a t e  i m p o r t ­
a n c e  fo r  M o sc o w 's  a c t  of d e s p e r ­
a t io n  w as the  o b s e s s iv e  f e a r  of 
r ev o lu t io n .  T he  n o is y  a c t iv i t i e s  
of the P r a g u e  r e a c t i o n a r i e s  was 
of su ch  a n a t u r e  a s  to  t h r e a te n  
c o m p le te  e x p o s u re  of the  w hole 
r e v io n i s t  c o n s p i r a c y  to end 
s o c i a l i s m ,  r e s t o r e  c a p i t a l i s m  
and e n s la v e  the people ,  E x p o s u r e  
would b r in g  on a c a t a c ly s m  th a t  
th e  r e v i o n i s t s  d r e a d m o r e  than  
any th ing  e l s e - a  r e v o lu t io n a r y  r i s in g  
of the w ork ing  c l a s s  th a t  would end 
b o u rg e o is  p r e t e n s io n s  and d e s t r o y  
th e i r  r e v i s i o n i s t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .

B o u rg e o is  d e m a n d s  for  the f o r c ­
ib le  d i s a r m in g  of the  w o r k e r s  m i -  
l i ta  c o n s t i tu te d  a c r i s i s  of e n o r ­
m o u s  m a g n i tu d e .  Any d e f in i te  
m o v e  on the p a r t  of the  D ubcek 
fac t io n  to  e n fo rc e  th is  d em an d  of 
the c a p i t a l i s t s  would have  b ee n  
m e t  with a r m e d  re s is ta n c e . .  ^The 
w o r k e r s  had  a l r e a d y  co nduc ted  an

a r m e d  d e m o n s ta t io n  in o p p o s i t io n  
to  th is  d e m an d  ) A rm e d  r e s i s t a n c e  
would have  m e a n t  r e v o lu t io n  would 
not hav e  b e e n  confined  to  C z e c h o s ­
l o v a k i a -  it  w ould have  sw ep t  a c r o s s  
E a s t e r n  E u ro p e  l ik e  a p r a r i e  f i r e  
and engulfed  W e s te r n  E u ro p e  in the 
f la m e s  of rev o lu t io n .

Had the R u s s i a n s  w aited  a few 
w eeks  lo n g e r  b e f o r e  ac t ing  th e y  
would hav e  b e e n  f o rc e d  to m a r c h  
in to  C z e c h o s lo v a k ia  to p r o t e c t  
Dubcek and the  b o u r g e o i s i e  f ro m  
the a r m e d  w o r k e r s  in o r d e r  to 
g u a rd  a g a in s t  the  in e v i ta b le  s p r ­
ead of r e v o lu tu io n .  E n te r in g  
C z e c h o s lo v a k ia  a t  th i s  t im e  
u n d e r  the p r e t e x t  of " p r o te c t i n g  
s o c i a l i s m "  f r o m  Dubcek w il l  
p r e s e n t  th e  r e v i s i o n i s t s  w ith  the  
o p p o r tu n i ty  of " m a in t a in in g  law  
and o r d e r .  " F a r  f ro m  " p r o te c t i n g  
s o c i a l i s m "  th e  r e v i s i o n i s t s  ac te d  
to  e n s u r e  th e  o r d e r  by p r o g r e s s  of 
w o rk  in  the r e s t o r a t i o n  of c a p i ta l i s :

A R E  T H ES E  VALID REASONS?

One m u s t  a s k  th e  q u e s t io n :  Do 
we h av e  h e r e  v a l id  and su f f i c ie n t  
r e a s o n s  to  j u s i t f y  the o c c u p a t io n  
of C z e c h o s lo v a k ia ?

they  would h av e  d i s p e n s e d  with  th a t  
.ask m o s t  e f f ic i e n t ly  in the n e a r ,  
fu tu re .  But th a t  is e x a c t ly  the 
kind of d e v e lo p m e n t  Urezhnev, 
K osyg in  and th e i r  c o l le a g u e s  
fe*ared m o s t ,  fo r  had they  w aited  
fo r  the w o r k e r s  to s e t t l e  ac c o u n t s  
with the  b o u r g e o i s i e  t h e i r  own 
day  of r e c k o n in g  could  no t  h a v e  
been long postponed .

OUR _POSIT ION_

H aving r e j e c t e d  the  S ov ie t c l a im  
of ac t ing  in th e  i n t e r e s t e s  of s o c i ­
a l i s m  and r e f u s in g  to a c c e p t  the 
r e a l  r e a s o n s  a s  v a l id  ju s t i f i c a t io n  
fo r  the o c c u p a t io n  of C z e c h o s lo v ­
ak ia  we m u s t  n o t  p r o c e e d  to  d e c l a r e  
o u r  p o s i t io n  in  r e l a t i o n  to the i n v a ­
s io n  and o c c u p a t io n  of th i s  i n d e p ­
enden t  r e p u b l i c .
We co n d e m n  th e  o cc u p a t io n  a s  a 
f l a g r a n t  a c t  of a g g r e s s i o n  a g a i n ­
s t  a s o v e r e ig n  s t a t e  and w e p la c e  
b e fo re  the  S ov ie t  a g g r e s s o r  p r e ­
c i s e l y  the s a m e  d em an d  we p la ce  
b e fo re  a l l  a g g r e s s o r s - a n  i m m ­
e d ia te  and u n c o n d i t io n a l  end to 
a l l  a c t s  of a g g r e s s i o n  and im m -  
id ia te  w i th d r a w a l  f ro m  th e  t e r r ­
i t o ry  of the  s o v e r e ig n  s t a t e  of 
C z e c h o s lo v a k ia  c o n t in u es  u n d e r

If i t  i s  co n c ed e d  th a t  the  r e v i o n ­
is t s  a r e  j u s t i f i e d  in defending  
th e i r  c e n t r a l  p o w er  b a s e  for  the 
p u r p o s e  of o rg a n iz in g  and e n f o r c ­
ing an  e c o n o m ic  s y s t e m  b a s e d  
on the e x p lo ra t io n  of m a n  by m a n ,  
th e n  one w ould  h av e  to  a g r e e  th a t  
the  r e a s o n s  a r e ,  indeed ,  v a l id  - 
j u s t  a s  v a l id  a s  the  r e a s o n s  s ta te d  
by the U. S. i m p e r i a l i s t s  fo r  a t t a c k ­
ing Cuba, in te r v e n in g  in the D o m i-  
ic an  R e p u b l ic ,  o v e r th ro w in g  the  
g o v e r n m e n t  of A r b e n z  on G u a te ­
m a la ,  c a r r y i n g  on m a s s  s l a u g h te r  
in V ie tn a m  and a th o u san d  o th e r  
a c t s  of a g g r e s s i o n s .  But w e look 
a t  the  s iu ta t io n  f r o m  the v iew p o in t  
of r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  and to  a r e v o l u ­
t i o n a r y  th e s e  a r e  not va l id  r e a s o n s  
fo r  in v a s io n  bf a  s o v e r e ig n  s ta te .

M o sc o w 's  a l ib i  could  no t s ta n d  up 
to  c lo se  s c ru i tn y .  In the a b s e n c e  
of fo re ig n  in t e r v e n t io n ,  (which, in 
the even t ,  c a m e  only  f r o m  M o sco w  
and h e r  a l l i e s )  the  s t r u g g le  a g a in s t  
the b o u r g e o is  r e a c t i o n a r i e s  w as  a 
m a t t e r  fo r  the  w ork ing  p eop le  of 
C z e c h o s lo v a k ia  a lo n e  to d e a l  with. 
T h e r e  is  e v e r y  r e a s o n  to  b e l ie v e

occupat ion .

We m u s t  a l s o  r e g i s t e r  ou r  s t ro n g  
p r o t e s t  a t  th e  w ay  the  W a r s a w  
T r e a t y ,  o r ig in a l ly  s e t  up fo r  the 
j u s t  p u r p o s e  of co m m o n  d e fe n ce  
a g a in s t  i m p e r i a l i s t  in t e rv e n t io n ,  
h a s  b ee n  c o n v e r te d  u n d e r  the 
in f luence  of B re z h n e v ,  K o sy g in  
and U lb r ic h t ,  in to  a w eapon  fo r  
a t tac k in g  th o s e  of i t s  p a r t i c ip a n t s  
who r e f u s e  to  fo l low  b lind ly  the 
d ic ta t e s  of th e  M o sco w  r e v io n i s t s .

H aving s ta te d  o u r  p r i m a r y  d e m an d  
fo r  the im m e d i a t e  and u n c o n d i t io n ­
a l  w i th d ra w a l  of th e  a g g r e s s o r  we 
m u s t  now p r o c e e d  to o th e r  im p o r t  
an t  c o n s id e r a t io n s .

What w e a r e  faced  w ith  in th is  
s i tu a t io n  is  no t j u s t  a s im p le  
p r o b le m  of a s m a l l  c a p i t a l i s t  
na t io n  be ing  o v e r - r u n  by a l a r g e  
c a p i t a l i s t - i m p e r i a l i s t  nat ion .
T he  p r o b le m  is s o m e w h a t  d i f f e r e n t  
and m o r e  c o m p le x  and, c o n s e q u ­
en tly ,  d e m a n d s  a d i f f e r e n t  a p p r ­
oach.

t h a t i n s tead  of a  c o n f ro n ta t io n  be tw een  -j



two c a p i t a l i s t  n a t i o n s - l a r g e  v e r s u s  
s m a l l - t h i s  s i t u a t io n  in v o lv es  a c o n ­
f ro n ta t io n  b e tw e e n  two r e v i o n i s t  
g ro u p s  d r a w n  in to  co n f l ic t  by 
the a n t a g o n i s t i c  c o n t r a d ic a t io n  
th a t  t e a r  th e m  a p a r t  d e s p i t e  t h e i r  
co m m o n  d e s i r e  to r e s t o r e  c a p i t a l ­
i s t  p o l i t i c a l  and e c o n o m ic  r e l a t i o n s .  . 
Both a r e  g u i l ty  of a g r o s s  b e t r a y a l  
of s o c i a l i s m  and the ga ins  of the 
w o r k e r s  r e v o lu t io n  in E a s t e r n  
E u ro p e .  One g r o u p  c o n s id e r s  
the  a b s o lu te  d o m in a t io n  of M o sco w  
o v e r  the  r e v i s i o n i s t  c a m p  as  e s s ­
e n t ia l  to the  s u c c e s s  of the a n t i -  
s o c i a l i s t ,  a n t i - w o r k in g ,  c l a s s  c o n ­
s p i r a c y .  T h e  o th e r  g ro u p ,  r e s ­
ponding to the c l a m o u  r o u s  d e m a n d s  
of i t s  own n a t io n a l  b o u r g e o i s i e ,  
w an ts  g r e a t e r  f r e e d o m  of ac t io n ,  
m o r e  h a s t e  and b o ld n e s s  in the 
b u s in e s s  of r e s t o r i n g  c a p i t a l i s m ,  
su f f i c ie n t  in d e p e n d e n c e  to  be ab le  
to co n c lu d e  th e i r  own in t e r n a t i o n a l  
t r e a t i e s  and t r a d e  a g r e e m e n t s ,  
even  a t  the  e x p e n s e  of o th e r  p a r t ­
n e r s  in th e  r e v i o n i s t  cam p . M o s ­
cow  je a lo u s ly  g u a r d s  i ts  r i g h t  to 
e x c lu s iv e  c o n ta c t s  with U. S. i m p ­
e r i a l i s m  and the  Bonn R e p u b lic ,  
and co n t in u e s  to c o n s o l id a te  and 
expand  s u c h  c o n ta c ts  and a l l i a n c e s  
even  w h ile  th e y  co n d e m n  th e  D ubcek 
fac t io n  fo r  p ro p o s in g  the c o n c lu s io n s  
of s i m i l a r  a l l i a n c e s  by the C z e c h ­
os lo v ak  R e p u b lic .

It s e e m s  obv ious  th a t  the  w o rk in g  
c l a s s  h a s  l i t t l e  to  gain  by e x t e n d ­
ing aid and c o m f o r t  to e i t h e r  one 
of th e s e  two g angs  of t r a i t o r s .
Both, in  t h e i r  s e p e r a t e  w a y s ,  a r e  
eq u a l ly  d e s i r o u s  of e n s lav in g  and 
e x p lo r t in g  the  w o rk in g  p eo p le  of 
C z e c h o s lo v a k ia .  In f ac t ,  i t  is 
not in c o n c e iv a b le  th a t  Svoboda 
and D ubcek  w i l l  be  r e s t o r e d  to 
pow er  by the v e r y  peop le  th a t  
d ep o s ed  th e m ,  a f t e r  they  h a v e  
b e e n  p r o p e r l y  c h a s te n e d  and c o n ­
v inced  of the  e r r o r  of t h e i r  w ays  
and of th e  need  to  s a c r i f i c e  s o m e  
of t h e i r  own p e r s o n a l  and s e l f i s h  
i n t e r e s t s  fo r  th e  co m m o n  good of 
the  w hole  r e v i o n i s t  cam p . T he  
ro a d  b a c k ,  of c o u r s e ,  m a y  w e l l  
p ro v e  m o r e  d if f icu l t  than  th e  ro a d  
out.

A f te r  due c o n s id e r a t io n  of a l l  
the  f a c t o r s  invo lved ,  and w h ile  
s t i l l  e m p h a s i z in g  ou r  p r i m a r y  
d em an d  fo r  the  im m e d ia te  w i t h ­

d r a w a l  of th e  a g g r e s s o r s  f ro m

C z e c h o s lo v a k ia ,  we p ro c la im :  
" N e i th e r  B ro zh n ev  , K osyg in  no r  
D ubcek -S v o b o d a ,  but a p e o p le s  
a r m e d  r e s i s t a n c e  and a s o c i a l i s t  
rev o lu t io n .  " It is only w hen  the 
c o m m o n  peop le  of C z e c h o s lo v a k ia  
d r iv e  out the a g g r e s s o r s  by th e i r  
■own e f f o r t s ,  and e s t a b l i s h  a 
r e v o lu t io n a r y  g o v e r n m e n t  of 
the co m m o n  peo p le  d e d ic a te d  to 
the ta s k  of bu ild ing  a  s o c i a l i s t  
so c ie ty ,  th a t  the  c r i t i c a l  p r o b le m s  
of the r e p u b l i c  w il l  begin  to  be 
so lved .

PO S IT IV E  A S P E C T S  O F  T H E  
SITUATION

The m o s t  d r a m a t i c  a s p e c t  ~f th is  
s i tu a t io n  is  the  f l a g r a n t  a c t  of 
a g g r e s s i o n  p e r p e t r a t e d  by the 
S ov ie t r e v io n i s t s  in  the in v a s io n  
and o cc u p a t io n  of C z ec h o s lo v a k ia .
But i t  is not by an y  m e a n s  the  
only o r  th e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t .

When the  S ov ie t  r e v i s i o n i s t s  
headed  th e  f o r c e s  th a t  invaded  
C z e c h o s lo v a k ia  th e y  ex p o sed  
b e f o r e  the  w hole  w o r ld ,  and for  
a l l  t im e ,  the  dep th  of t h e i r  t r e a c h ­
e r y  to m a n k in d .  No lo n g e r  w il l  
they  e x e r c i s e  o v e r  the i n t e r n a t i o n ­
a l  m o v e m e n t  the  c e g r e e  of in f lu ­
ence  th e y  once en joyed .  Out of 
th is  is  bound to c o m e  a r e v o l ­
u t io n a r y  u p s u r g e  am o n g  th e  w o r k e r s  
in the  in d u s t r i a l l y  ad v a n ce d  n a t io n s  
of E u ro p e .  T he  C z e c h o s lo v a k  e v ­
en ts  h av e  d e s c e n d e d  on a c o n t in e n t  
a l r e a d y  s e e th in g  w ith  r e v o l t ,  e s ­
p e c ia l ly  in  F r a n c e ,  I ta ly  and W est  
G e rm a n y .  Only r e v i s i o n i s t  b e t r a y a l  
h eaded  off a r e v o lu t io n a r y  c h a l l ­
enge in F r a n c e .

A s in g le  s p a r k  could  s t a r t  a g e n e r a l  
c o n f la g ra t io n  in E u ro p e .  C z e c h o s ­
lo v a k ia  m i g h t  y e t  p ro v id ed  th a t  sp a rk

C ondition  in  C z e c h o s lo v a k ia  can  
n e v e r  r e t u r n  to t h e i r  f o r m e r  s ta te .  
T he  o cc u p a t io n  f o r c e s  ca n n o t  w i th ­
d r a w  and le a v e  the p r o b le m  to find 
i t s  own so lu t io n ,  and an y o n e  i n s t ­
a l led  in p o w er  w h ile  the a g g r e s s o r  
r e m a i n s  is  s u r e  to  be s u s p e c t .  The 
r e v i s i o n i s t s  a r e  in a b lind  a l ley  
w h e re  i t  is  im p o s s ib l e  to  go f o r ­
w a rd  and d if f icu l t  to go back.

Any so lu t io n  th a t  c o m e s  out of 
a p o s s ib le  t e m p o r a r y  a g r e e m e n t

am ong  the  q u a r r e l l i n g  r e v i o n ­
i s t s  is c e r t a i n  to be u n s a t i s f a c t ­
o ry  to ev e ry o n e .

The r e s u l t  of the c r i s i s  can  only 
be a c o n s id e r a b l e  w eak en in g  of 
the p o l i t c a l  and e c o n o m ic  p o s i ­
t ions  of the  C z ec h o s lo v a k  b o u r ­
g e o i s ie  and a s t r e n g th e n in g  of 
the r e l a t i v e  p o s i t io n  of th e  w o r k ­
ing c l a s s ,  to g e th e r  with an i n c r e ­
a s e  of p o l i t i c a l  u n d e r s ta n d in g  a m ­
ong a l l  of th e  w o rk in g  peop le .  We 
can be o p t i m is t i c  about the w o r k e r s  
m ov ing  m o r e  bo ld ly  on to  the 
a r e n a  of s t ru g g le .  T he  f in a l  
e x p o s u re  and b r e a k - u p  of the 
r e v i s i o n i s t  c a m p  will r e l e a s e  
the long penned  -up  r e v o l u t ­
i o n a r y  e n e r g i e s  of the w o rk in g  
c l a s s .  T h e  g e n e r a l  s i t u a t io n  in 
the w o r ld  h e a d s  m o r e  s u r e l y  and 
d e l i b e r a t e l y  on th e  d i r e c t io n  of 
a r e v o lu t io n a r y  so lu t io n  to the 
g e n e r a l  c r i s i s  of the  c a p i t a l i s t  
s y s t e m ,  an o u tc o m e  a l l  the  m o r e  
c e r t a i n  by r e a s o n  of the d e s i s iv e  
w eak en in g  of r e v i s i o n i s t  c o n t ro l  
and in f lu e n c e  in the r e v o lu t io n a r y  
m o v e m  ent,

T H E  W EST AND TH E 
O C C U PA TIO N

Should s o m e  fu tu re  r e s e a r c h e r  
e m e r g e  d e e p ly  p u zz le d  f r o m  a 
s tudy  of the h i s t o r i c  ev e n ts  of 
the day  he m ig h t  w e l l  be fo rg iv e n  
fo r  com in g  to the c o n c lu s io n  th a t  
our s o - c a l l e d  w e s t e r n  w o r ld  
su f fe re d  f r o m  a s e v e r e  c a s e  of 
s p l i t  p e r s o n a l i ty .

C a p i t a l i s t  s p o k e s m e n  in the w e s t ,  
on the  one hand ,  take  a d v a n ta g e  of 
the s i t u a t io n  to d enounce  " c o m m u n i s t  
t e r r o r  and a g g r e s s io n "  w h ile ,  on 
the o th e r  hand ,  the  s a m e  g e n t le m e n  
loudly  ex to l  the v i r t u e s  of " s o c ia l i s m "  
in  C z e c h o s lo v a k ia .  It a l m o s t  s e e m s  
th a t  th e y  ca n n o t  q u ite  m a k e  up  th e i r  
m in d s  w h e th e r  to be good c a p i t a l i s t s  
o r  " d e m o c r a t i c  s o c i a l i s t s "  . of 
the  C z ec h o s lo v a k  type of c o u r s e .

O ur own f i r  s t  m i n i s t e r  . P i e r r e  
E l l io t  T ru d e a u ,  who la id  c l a im  to 
an  u n d e r s ta n d in g  and a p p r e c i a ­
tion  of the " d i f f ic u l t ie s  the  TJ. S. 
faced  in  V ie tn am "  and sa id  a 
d e n u n c ia t io n  of U. S. a g g r e s s i o n  
'in V ie tn am  would s e r v e  no good 
p u r p o s e ,  (d esp i te  the fa c t  th a t  
C anada  h a s  c e r t a i n  w e l l -d e f in e d

o b l ig a t io n s  u n d e r  the G eneva 
a g r e e m e n t ) ,  cu t  s h o r t  a v a c t io n  
in sunny  Spain  to  f ly  back  in 
h a s t e  to d a r k e s t  O ttaw a in o r d e r  
to i s s u e  a h a s t i l y - p r e p a r e d  
d e n u n c ia t io n  of a l le g e d  " c o m m u n ­
i s t  a g g r e s s io n .  "

The c h ie f  s p o k e s m e n  for TJ. S. i m ­
p e r ia l i s m ,  Johnson  and R usk ,  
t h e i r  h an d s  d r ip p in g  w ith  the 
blood of m u r d e r e d  m i l l io n s  in 
V ie tn a m  and e l s e w h e r e ,  a p p e a r  
b e fo re  the w o r ld  w eep ing  c r o c o ­
d i le  t e a r s  a b o u t  " c o m m u n i s t  
a g g r e s s io n "  and c a l l s  fo r  i m m e d i ­
a t e  w i th d r a w a l  even  w h ile  th e y  
i n s i s t  th a t  U. S. a r m e d  f o r c e s  
w il l  r e m a i n  in  South V ie tn a m  and 
the  N orth  s u f fe r  co n t inued  and 
in c r e a s e d  bom bing  ra ids .  We 
e x p e c t  th a t  the  United S ta te s  
w il l  m a k e  the  f u l l e s t  p o s s ib le  
u s e  of the s i t u a t io n  in  an  a t t e m p t  
to d r a w  a t te n t io n  aw ay  f ro m  
V ie tnam .

A ll  of th i s ,  p lus the  r e s o lu t io n s  
of c o n d e m n a t io n  a t  the  United 
N a t io n s ,  a r e  d e v e lo p m e n ts  
th a t  we m u s t  n a t u r a l ly  expect .  
A f te r  a l l ,  c o l lu s io n  b e tw e en  U. S. 
i m p e r i a l i s m  and S ov ie t r e v i ­
s io n i s m  m u s t  no t be too obv ious ,  
so  a l i t t le  p a r l o u r  g a m e  m u s t  be 
p layed  w ith  s h a r p  w o rd s ,  e v e r y ­
one know ing the r u l e s  b e fo reh a n d .  
We m u s t  look beh ind  the w o rd s  
fo r  the  d ee d s .

U. S. s p o k e s m e n  i s s u e d  a g r a ­
tu i to u s  d e n ia l  th a t  th e y  k n ew  of 
the  im p en d in g  in v a s io n  of C z e c h ­
o s lo v a k ia  two w eek s  b e fo re  i t  
o c c u r e d  th ro u g h  in fo rm a t io n  
r e la y e d  to  th e m  f r o m  the  S ov ie t 
S ta te  D ep a r tm e n t  . Som e c o m m e n ­
t a to r s  and e d i t o r i a l  w r i t e r s  a r e  
say ing  the  fu tu re  m a y  show  th a t  
the  S ov ie t  Union p r e s e r v e d  the 
p e a c e  of the  w o r ld  by occupy ing  
C z e c h o s lo v a k ia  b e c a u s e  i t  h ea d ed  
off a d e c i s i o n  of E a s t  G e rm a n y  
to go i t  a lone .

D ip lo m a ts  a t  the  U. N. (includ ing  
U. S. r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s )  hav e  le t  
it  be  known they  a r e  now r e a d y  
to  q u ie t ly  d r o p  the s u b je c t  of 
C z ec h o s lo v a k ia .

Jo h n so n  h a s  i s s u e d  a public  
s t a t e m e n t  s a y in g  th e  in v a s io n  
of C z e c h o s lo v a k ia  w il l  no t 
ch an g e  f r ie n d ly  r e l a t i o n s  b e ­

tw een  the U. S. and the Soviet 
Union, n o r  w il l  i t  be a l low ed  
to inh ib i t  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s io n s  on 
g r e a t e r  a r e a s  of c o o p e ra t io n  
b e tw e en  the  tw o  n a t io n s ,  i n ­
c lud ing  a t t e m p t s  to  end the 
f igh ting  in  V ie tn a m .  Jo h n so n  
a l s o  in s i s t e d  h e  s t i l l  w ished  
to  go to  M o sc o w  fo r  a " s u m m i t  
m e e t in g "  a s  soon  as  p o s s ib le .

The w o rd s  a r e  d en u n c ia t io n  and 
co n d e m n a t io n ,  the  deed s  a r e  
s w e e tn e s s  and l igh t  in d ica t in g  
a h ap p y  c o l lu s io n  b e tw een  
f r  iend s.

U ndoubted ly  the  U. S. i m p e r i a l ­
i s t s  would l ik e  to s e e  the v a s t  
m a r k e t  o f  E a s t e r n  E u ro p e  
opened up  to  fo re ig n  in v e s tm e n t  
and e x p lo i ta t io n  a t  a m o r e  
r a p id  pace .  H ow ever ,  th e y  do 
h av e  s o m e  u n d e r s ta n d in g  of the  
c o m p le x  p r o b le m s  c o n f ro n t in g  
the r e v i s i o n i s t s  in t h e i r  d i f f ic u l t  
t a s k  of r e s t o r i n g  c a p i t a l i s m .
The r e s t o r a t i o n  is  no t a f o rw a r d ,  
p r o g r e s s i v e  s te p  f r o m  a lo w er  
to a h ig h e r  s o c i a l  s y s t e m ;  
i t  is  a b a c k w a rd  c o u n t e r - r e v ­
o lu t io n a ry  m o v e  b e s e t  w ith  m a n y  
d if f ic u l t ie s .

The d a n g e r  of a g e n e r a l  c o n ­
f l a g r a t io n  i n h e r e n t  in  the  n o isy  
d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  and e x t r e m e  
d e m a n d s  of th e  C z e c h o s lo v a k  
r e a c t i o n a r i e s  w as  j u s t  a s  m u c h  
a s u b je c t  of f e a r  to  the U. S. 
i m p e r i a l i s t s  a s  i t  w as  to  the 
S ov ie t r u l in g  c l ique .  The U. S. 
t h e r e f o r e ,  h ad  j u s t  a s  l a r g e  a 
s ta k e  in  the  o cc u p a t io n  of C zech  
t e r r i t o r y  a s  M oscow . T he  U. S. 
i m p e r i a l i s t s  u n q u e s t io n a b ly  
a c q u ie s c e d  in  the invas ion :  
if no t b e fo re  the f a c t  then  c e r ­
ta in ly  a f t e r  it.

The o c c u p a t io n  of C z e c h o s lo v a k ia  , 
f a r  f r o m  be ing  ta k e n  in o p p o s i t io n  
to U. S. w ishes ,  is  j u s t  one m o r e  
a c t  of c o l lu s io n  in  the c o n s p i r a c y  
to d iv ide  and s h a r e  the  w hole  
w o r l d  b e tw e e n  th e m .  U. S. _
S ov ie t c o o p e r a t io n  w i l l  be 
s t r e n g th e n e d ,  no t  w eakened .

T H E  C. P. O F  CANADA

The c r i s i s  in  E u ro p e  h a s  ro u te d  
the l e a d e r s  of the  C o m m u n is t  
P a r t y  of C an ad a  f ro m  th e i r

a c c u s to m e d  s t a t e  of b e tw e en -  
e le c t io n  h ib e rn a t io n  to i s s u e  
w hat  they  la u g h ing ly  c a l l  a 
" s t a t e m e n t " .  The C. P  l e a d e r s  
on such  o c c a s io n s  a p p e a r  in 
e i th e r  one of two r o l e s ,  the  
ch o ice  d epend ing  on the s i t u a ­
tion. When they  w an t to convey  
the i m p r e s s i o n  of " m i l i t a n c y "  
they  c o m e  out ca c k l in g  l ike  a 
bunch of f e r o c io u s  ch ick e n s .
On so m e  o c c a s io n s ,  the p r e s e n t  
one, fo r  e x a m p le ,  they  b le a t  
like a f lock  of f r ig h te n e d  sheep .

J u s t  f iv e  days  b e f o r e  the  i n ­
v a s io n  the P a r t y  n e w s p a p e r  w as  
on the s t r e e t  d e c la im in g  a g a in s t  
the  " i m p e r i a l i s t s  and r e ­
a c t io n a r i e s "  who w e r e  looking 
fo r  a s e r i o u s  s p l i t  in the " s o ­
c i a l i s t  c a m p " .  A c c o rd in g  to 
the  " T r ib u n e "  the B r a t i s l a v a  
and C ie r n a  m e e t i n g s  had  f o r ­
e v e r  r u le d  out the p o s s ib i l i t y  
of any  s e r i o u s  d i f fe r e n c e .  The 
"A c t io n  P r o g r a m "  of the D ub ­
cek  fac t io n  w as  h a i le d  a s  a 
g r e a t  c o n t r ib u t io n  to  the c a u s e  
of " s o c i a l i s t  d e m o c r a c y " .
T h e r e  w as  no r e a l l y  s e r io u s  
t h r e a t ,  a c c o r d in g  to the " T r i ­
bune" , to  th e  o r d e r l y  bu ild ing  
of a " s o c i a l i s t  so c ie ty "  in 
C z ec h o s lo v a k ia .

A few days  l a t e r ,  with t h e i r  
w orld  c r a s h in g  down on th e m ,  
th e s e  s o - c a l l e d  " l e a d e r s "  c o m e  
out w ith  a " s t a t e m e n t "  a p p r o x ­
im a te ly  long enough to  c o v e r  
the  b ac k  of a te n  c e n t  p o s ta g e  
s ta m p .  T h ey  a r e  " d i s tu r b e d "  
by the o ccupa t ion .  D i s r e g a r d ­
ing a l l  known f a c t s  th e y  c l a im  
in te r v e n t io n  c a m e  a t  the  r e ­
q u e s t  of " th e  m a j o r i t y  of the 
P r e s i d i u m "  of the  P a r ty .
T h ey  c o u n s e l  " a l l  c o n c e r n e d "  
to f a c i l i t a t e  " th e  e a r l y  w i th ­
d ra w a l"  of f o r e ig n  t ro o p s .  In 
t h e i r  u s u a l  f a s h io n  they  e s s a y  
to s i l e n c e  a l l  c r i t i c i s m  with 
d en u n c ia t io n s  of " a n t i - S o v ie t ­
i sm "  w ith o u t  m a k in g  c l e a r  
w h e th e r  the  o c c u p a t io n  is 
" a n t i - S o v ie t  o r  if d e m an d s  
fo r  " e a r l y  w i th d ra w a l"  a r e  
r e a l l y  " a n t i - S o v ie t"  b e c a u s e  
th e y  q u e s t io n  the w isd o m  of 
M oscow  and s u g g e s t  the 
"w o r ld  l e a d e r s "  need  ad v ice  
on how to k e e p  th e i r  own 
h o u se  in o r d e r .  In b r i e f ,  the
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C. P.  l e a d e r s  a r e  o f fe r ing  a 
c l a s s i c  e x a m p l e  of how to 
r i d e . a t  the s a m e  t i m e ,  two 
h o r s e s  going in op po s i t e  
d i r e c t i o n s .

The  fac t  is th a t  even ts  in 
E u r o p e  c o n f r o n t  the C. P.  of 
C a nad a  with the p r o b l e m  of 
how to s a l v a g e  a p r o g r a m  
and p ol ic y  th a t  now l i e s  in 
r u i n s  a t  t h e i r  f ee t  - a p r o ­
g r a m  th a t  for  y e a r s  they  h av e  
s t ou t ly  de fende d  a s  paint ing 
the  ro a d  to s o c i a l i s m  in 
Canada .

Th ey  h a v e  b e r a t e d  M a r x i s t -  
L e n i n i s t s  for  in s i s t i n g  tha t  
' ' p o l i t i c a l  p o w er  f lows f r o m  
the b a r r e l  of  a gu n” . The  
C z e c h o s l o v a k  ev e n ts  c l e a r l y  
d e m o n s t r a t e  tha t ,  whi le  they 
r e j e c t  th i s  p r i n c i p l e  in w o rd s  
they  a c c e p t  i t  in p r a c t i c e .
The  gun b a r r e l  i s  the b a s i s  of 
pow er  in C z e c h o s l o v a k i a  t o ­
day.

S taun ch ly  a d h e r i n g  to th e i r  
d i s c r e d i t e d  " p e a c e f u l  p a r l i a ­

m e n t a r y  r oad  to s o c i a l i s m " .  
K a s h t a n  and h is  c r o n i e s  c o n ­
s i s t e n t l y  denied  tha t  t h e r e  
could be c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  u n d e r  
s o c i a l i s m .  C z e c h o s l o v a k i a  h a s  
p u n c t u re d  t h e i r  u to p i an  d r e a m .
We a r e  now an x i o u s l y  awa i t i ng  
t h e i r  id e o l o g i c a l  de fe nc e  of the 
t h e o r y  tha t  t h e r e  can  be c l a s s  
s t r u g g l e  u n d e r  s o c i a l i s m  in 
C z e c h o s l o v a k i a  but  no such  
s t r u g g l e  in the  Sovie t  Union 
which  h a s  b e e n  h app i ly  bui lding  
" c o m m u n i s m "  for  n e a r l y  20 
y e a r s .  T h ey  wi l l  s u r e l y  m a k e  
the a t te m pt .

What of the C. P.  l e a d e r s  c h e r ­
i s hed  t h e o r y  of a m u l t i - p a r t y  
g o v e r n m e n t  for  the bui ld ing  of s o ­
c i a l i s m ?  T h is  was  one of the 
h e r e s i e s  a dva nce d  in D u b ce k ' s  
b o u r g e o i s  " P r o g r a m  of Act ion"  
which  the W a r s a w  T r e a t y  f o r c e s  
u n d e r t o o k  to d e s t r o y .  Can we 
now look f o r w a r d  with h ap p y  e x ­
p e c t a n c y  to se e in g  a c o r p o r a l ' s  
g u a r d  of W a r s a w  T r e a t y  f o r c e s  
m a r c h i n g  into the  P a r t y * 1 s Ce c i l  
S t r e e t  m a n s i o n  in T o r o n t o  to d e ­
p o s e  K a s h t a n ?  F o r  th a t  event

we should d e c l a r e  a n a t io n a l  
ho l iday .

The  dwindl ing  f o r c e s  of the 
C. P.  of C a n ad a  h av e  been 
s t r i c k e n  one m o r e  s e r i o u s  
blow. If the f e d e r a l  e l e c t ­
ions w e r e  to be he ld  now the 
m i s e r a b l e  h andfu l  of vo tes  
they  g a r n e r e d  would d i s a p ­
p e a r  a l m o s t  en t i r e l y .  R e ­
v i s i o n i s m  in the  f o r m  of C. P.  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  h as  bee n  s t r u c k  a 
s e r i o u s  blow,  but  r e v i s i o n i s m  
as  an id eo lo gy  of c a p i t a l i s m  is 
s t i l l  v e r y  m u c h  with us .  T he  
ev en ts  in Europe ,  and t h o s e  to 
fol low in the days  i m m e d i a t e l y  
ah ead ,  h a v e  c o n t r i b u te d  and 
w i l l  c o n t r i b u t e  m u c h  to the 
i d e o l o g i c a l  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  of 
m a n y  c o m p l e y  p r o b l e m s  in the 
s t r u g g l e  for  s o c i a l i s m .  But it  
would be w ro ng  to think th a t  
th ings  wi l l  happ e n  a u t o m a t i c a l l y .  
R e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  m u s t  p r e s s  the 
s t r u g g l e  wi th  ev en  g r e a t e r  e f fo r t  
and it  is o u r  h o p e  th a t  P.  W. w i l l  
p r o v e  to be an e f f ec t ive  wea po n 
for  u s e  in the b a t t l e s  th a t  lie 
ahead.

WOMEN WHO WORK
Upon r e a d i n g  the  A u g . / S e p t ,  i s sue  
of P r o g r e s s i v e  W o r k e r ,  the a r ­
t i c l e  on " E q u a l i t y "  b r o u g h t  to m y  
m i n d  the t r i a l s  and t r i b u l a t i o n s  
of the  w o m e n  I w o rk  with.  A l ­
though I 'v e  n e v e r  w r i t t e n  b e f o r e ,
I fe l t  p r o m p t e d  to w r i t e  about  
t h o s e  of us who a r e  in the m a s s  
of u n o r g a n i z e d  la bour .

Our  of f ice h a n d l e s  da t a  p r o c e s s ­
ing. E v e r y  da y  we b a t t l e  the e l e ­
m e n t s  f r o m  p a p e r  f le a s  (which 
b i t e  our  a r m s ,  l egs  and fa c es  and 
m a k e  us look l ike  a m e a s l e  e p i ­
d e m i c  hi t )  to  the  p o o r  l ight ing and 
la c k  of v e n t i l a t i o n .  We h a v e  poo r  
pay  and sh i f t  wo rk .  Many of the 
g i r l s  a r e  p a r t - t i m e  and the r e s t  
of us  a r e  p e r m a n e n t  p a r t - t i m e ;  
which  m e a n s  we w o rk  a f o r t y -  
h o u r  week  o r  m o r e  and have  no 
m e d i c a l  p la n ,  no g r o u p  i n s u r a n c e  
or  p e n s i o n  plan.

Al though,  as  I s a i d ,  I ' m  not  a 
w r i t e r ,  I w an t  to t e l l  the peopl e  
who r e a d  th i s  p a p e r  what  i t ' s  
l ike to h a v e  " e q u a l i t y "  for  w o r k ­
ing w o m e n  in  the  ' s ix t ie s .  Be low  
a r e  s o m e  i n c i d e n t s  I know of.

S usa n  went  for  ap  i n t e r v i e w  a t  a 
l a r g e  i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n y  b e f o r e  
she  c a m e  h e r e .  She and h e r  h u s ­
band nee ded  the e x t r a  pay che que  
if they  w e r e  e v e r  going to be  able  
to s a v e  m o n e y  for  a down payment  
on a hous e.

The  m a n  who i n t e r v i e w e d  h e r  (a 
Mr .  O 'M a l l ey )  a s k ed  Sue if she  
was  m a r r i e d .  She sa id  sh e  was  
and so he  p r o c e e d e d  to i n q u i r e  if 
and when th ey  w e r e  going to h a v e  
c h i ld r en .  Sue sa id  not  for  qu i te  
a few y e a r s ,  b e c a u s e  th e y  could 
not  a f ford  any.  T h e n  th i s  m a n  
wanted  to know if  th e y  u s e d  
b i r t h  c o n t r o l  p i l l s .  Sue sa id  
no they  d idn ' t .  T h e n  he as ked  
what  type  of m e c h a n i c a l  d ev i ce  
th e y  u s e d ,  i f  any.  Sue was  f l a ­
b b e r g a s t e d  a t  h i s  q u e s t i o n ,  but 
r e p l i e d  by te l l ing  the n a m e  of the 
dev ic e .  Th en  thi s  fat  Babb i t t  
wanted  to know if  she  u se d  thi s  
dev i ce  e v e r y  t i m e .  T h a t  did i t  
for  Sue. She s t o m p e d  out  of th a t  
of f ice a l t e r n a t e l y  f lus hed  with 
a n g e r  and h u m i l i a t i o n .
M a u r e e n ,  on the  o t h e r  h an d ,  once

w o rk e d  for  a big public  u t i l i ty .  
H e r e ,  t h e r e  was  a union.  It was  
an A m e r i c a n  one though.  T h e y  
pa id t h e i r  dues  and s a w  a b u r e a u ­
c r a t  once in a  whi le  who was  g e t ­
t ing fat  and p r o s p e r o u s  bu t  he 
n e v e r  did anyth ing  about  pay  or  
work in g  co nd i t i on s .  He j u s t  k e p t  
t e l l ing  the  g i r l s  tha t  th e y  w e r e  
work in g  for  the b e s t  c o m p a n y  in 
Canada .

Moe is  a l i t t l e  on the  h e a v y  s ide  
a t  about  5 '4" and 140 lbs ,  bu t  is 
one of the b e s t  s k i l l e d  w o r k e r s  I 
know. T h e  co m p an y  h i r e d  h e r  
but told h e r  she  would h a v e  to 
lo se  a l i t t l e  weight .  T h e  c o m p a n y  
doc t o r  gave  h e r  a d ie t  and a t i m e  
l i m i t  to l o s e  the weight  in. She 
lo s t  we ig h t  but  not  f a s t  enough for  
the co m p a n y ,  so  sh e  w as  f i red .

E q u a l i t y  for  the w ork i n g  wo m en  
in the ' s i x t i e s  to m y  mi nd  h a s n ' t  
i m p r o v e d  s i n c e  we w e r e  g i v e n  the  
vote in 1921 and is s t i l l  the s t i n k ­
ing l ie i t ' s  a l wa ys  been.

- - b y  An n a  St. M a r i e

Canadian worker
THE UNIONS-WHAT'S AHEAD

We h a v e  j u s t  e m e r g e d  f r o m  one 
m o r e  m a j o r  round  of un ion  n e g ­
o t i a t io ns  dur ing  which  the i m ­
p r e s s i o n  was  of i m p o r t a n t  ga ins  
having been m a d e .  But in sp i te  
of the o p t i m i s m ,  and the  s e l f -  
c o n g r a t u l a t o r y  tone  of the c o m ­
m e n t s  o r ig in a t i n g  in the bo a r d  
r o o m s  of the union  b u r e a u c r a c y ,  
one h as  no d i f f i cu l ty  in d e t ec t in g  
an a i r  of p e s s i m i s m  and f r u s ­
t r a t i o n  p e r v a d i n g  the r a n k s  of the 
o r d i n a r y  union  m e m b e r s .

A q u e r y  c o m m o n l y  h e a r d  on a i l  
s i d e s  is:  " W h a t  is  the  u s e  of it 
a l l?  P r i c e s  wi l l  go up and,  in a 
few m o n t h s  we wi l l  be ba ck  to 
w h e r e  we w e r e ,  o r  even  w o r s e  
off. " Many of the w o r k e r s  have  
an u n e a s y  fee l ing  of being on a 
t r e a d m i l l  w h e r e  th e y  h a v e  to k ee p  
runni ng  a t  full  s p e e d  j u s t  to keep  
f r o m  los ing  ground.

An i t e m  of i n c r e a s i n g  im p o r t a n c e ,  
one of which the a v e r a g e  w o r k e r  
is da i ly  be c om in g  m o r e  c o n s ­
c i o u s ,  is the  widening  gap  in i n ­
c o m e  b e t we en  the  h i g h e r - p a i d  
s e c t i o n s  of the  o r g a n i z e d  w o r k e r s  
and the e x t r e m e l y  low i n c o m e s  of 
m o s t  of the  u n o r g a n i z e d  m a j o r i t y .  
A s t e a d i l y - g r o w i n g  n u m b e r  of 
t r a d e  u n io n i s t s  a r e  co m in g  to the 
r e a l i z a t i o n  tha t  the  un io ns  h av e  
deve lop ed  into s e l f - c e n t r e d  and 
s e l f i s h  c l iq ue s  no lo n g e r  m i n d fu l  
of th e i r  duty to s p e a k  out  and ac t  
with v i g o r  and d e t e r m i n a t i o n  on 
b e h a l f  of the lo w - p a id ,  sw ea te d  
and s t i l l  u n o r g a n i z e d  w o r k e r s .

It h a s  not  e s c a p e d  the a t te n t io n  of 
a g r e a t  m a n y  u n i o n i s t s  th a t  the 
u n o r g a n i z e d  r e p r e s e n t  m o r e  than 
75 p e r  ce n t  of a l l  the w o r k e r s ,  
who r e c e i v e  s u b s t a n d a r d  w ag e s ,  
and in the c a s e  of s e v e r a l  m i l ­
l ion a s t a n d a r d  of l iving wel l  
wi th in  the c a t e g o r y  of ab s o l u t e  
p o ve r ty .  This  m a j o r i t y  is 
g r ow i ng  i n c r e a s i n g l y  b i t t e r  at  the 
way in which  s o c i e t y  - -  inc luding

the t r a d e  union  m o v e m e n t  - -  
a p p e a r s  to be g r in d in g  t h e m  e v e r  
d e e p e r  into p o v e r t y  and d e g r a d a ­
t ion and i gn o r in g  t h e i r  pl ight ,  e x ­
cep t  to p a s s  p ious  r e s o l u t i o n s  or  
u s e  th e i r  condi t ion  of p o v e r t y  as 
an e l ec t i o n  g i m m i c k .

It i s  g r o wi n g  e v e r  m o r e  a p p a r e n t  
tha t  the  p o l i t i c a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
of the r u l i n g  c l a s s  a r e  in t en t  on 
tak ing  ad v a n ta g e  of the s i t ua t io n  
to t u r n  the  u n o r g a n i z e d  m a j o r i t y -  
e s p e c i a l l y  the p o o r e s t  s e c t i o n s  - 
a g a i n s t  the  o r g a n i z e d  m i n o r i t y .
Due to the  s e e m i n g  in d i f f e r e n c e  
of the  un io ns ,  ( b u r e a u c r a t i c  i n ­
t e r e s t  do es  not  extend  beyond 
te l l ing  the  p o o r ,  "W hy  d o n ' t  you 
ge t  o r g a n i z e d ? " )  r e a c t i o n a r y '  
c i r c l e s  h a v e  e x p e r i e n c e d  a f a i r  
m e a s u r e  of s u c c e s s  in t h e i r  a n t i ­
un ion  e f for t s .  B r i t i s h  Co lu mb ia  
and O n t a r i o ,  both h igh ly  i n d u s t ­
r i a l i z e d  and h igh ly  un ion iz ed  p r o ­
v i n c e s ,  h a v e  s t a r t e d  to p r o c e s s  
l a b o u r - m u z z l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  of a 
n a t u r e  th a t  h a s  b ee n  unknown in 
C a n ad a  fo r  o v e r  30 y e a r s .  I n d i ­
c a t io ns  a r e  t h a t  the  F e d e r a l  g o v ­
e r n m e n t  wi l l  fo l low s u i t  with s i m ­
i l a r  s t a t u t e s  and p o s s i b l y  an o r ­
d e r  to cha nge  the L ab o u r  Bo a rd  
into a "p u b l ic  i n t e r e s t  body" with 
t r a d e  un ion  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  e x ­
c luded .  Up un t i l  the  p r e s e n t ,  the 
t r a d e  union  m o v e m e n t  h a s  shown 
i t s e l f  to be s i n g u l a r l y  ine f f ec t iv e  
in r e s i s t i n g  t h e s e  a n t i - l a b o u r  
m e a s u r e s  and h as  a c t u a l l y  e x h i b ­
i ted l i t t l e  d e s i r e  for  any po s i t iv e  
ac t i on  beyond b r i e f s  and pet i t ions.

If th i s  t r e n d  i s  a l lo wed  to c o n t i n ­
ue u n ch e ck e d ,  the co m in g  pe r io d  
could p r o v e  e x t r e m e l y  p e r i l o u s  
for  the un io n s ,  and for  the w o r k ­
ing c l a s s  as  a whole.  The  c r i s i s  
of the  c a p i t a l i s t  s y s t e m  is a l r e a ­
dy s h a r p e n i n g  and wil l  g r o w  
w o r s e  in the  co m in g  m o n t h s .  The  
r u l i n g  c l a s s  a r e  s u r e  to act  in d e ­
f ens e  of th e i r  p r o f i t s  and of the 
s p e c i a l  p r i v i l e g e s  the ex is t in g

so c ia l  o r d e r  g u a r a n t e e s  them.  To 
a c h ie v e  t ins goa l  they  wil l  l aunch  
f i e r c e  a t t a c k s  a g a i n s t  the w o r k ­
e r s  - -  a g a i n s t  the o r g a n i z e d  s e c ­
t ion of the w o r k e r s  in the  f i r s t  
p lace .  Any d is un i ty  in the r a n k s  
of the w o r k e r s  as a c l a s s  could 
be fa ta l  to al l .  Sti l l  m o r e  d i s ­
a s t r o u s  to the w o r k e r s '  c a u s e  
would be any m e a s u r e  of s u c c e s s  
a t tending  the e f f o r t s  of the r e a c t ­
i o n a r i e s  to s e t  one se c t i o n  of the 
work ing  c l a s s  a g a i n s t  a n o t h e r  
s e c t i o n  they f e e l  r i g h t l y  or  w ro n g ­
ly i s  of no c o n s e q u e n c e ,  a r e  r e ­
ce iv i ng  s p e c i a l  c o n c e s s i o n s  a t  the 
e x p e n s e  of the  poor .

Thi s  is no " p i p e  d r e a m "  or  " c r y ­
ing w o l f " .  It is a l l  too r e a l ,  and 
a s i t u a t i o n  th a t  r e q u i r e s  i m m e d i ­
a te  e m e r g e n c y  a t te n t io n  and a c ­
t ion b e f o r e  it  ge t s  c o m p l e t e l y  b e ­
yond the c o n t r o l  of the labou r  
m o v e m e n t .

The  ta sk  ca n n o t  be le f t  to the 
te n d e r  m e r c i e s  of the b u r e a u ­
c r a t s  who a l r e a d y  a r e  r e a c t i n g  in 
the t i m e - h o n o u r e d  w ay  of a l l  
o p p o r t u n i s t s  - -  t ak ing  a dv a nt a ge  
of the c r i s i s  to f u r t h e r  p e r s o n a l  
a m bi t i on s .  One b u r e a u c r a t i c  fac ­
t ion s t r i v e s  m i g h t i l y  to u n s e a t  
a n o t h e r  so  the y  m a y  ta k e  a tu r n  
a t  enjoying the f r u i t s  of office.
But so fa r  the a v e r a g e  w o r k e r  
h a s  not e n t e r e d  the f r a y  in any 
d e c i s i v e  m a n n e r  and un t i l  tha t  
h ap p e n s  the  i n t e r e s t s  of the r a n k  
and f i le  wi l l  r e c e i v e  l i t t l e ,  i f  any.  
a t tent ion.

T h o s e  w o r k e r s  in the un io ns  who 
a r e  po l i t i c a l l y  m a t u r e  b e a r  a 
s p e c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to c h a m ­
pion the i n t e r e s t s  of the r a n k  and 
f ile;  po in t  t h e i r  a t te n t io n  to the 
c r i t i c a l  s i tu a t io n ;  e m p h a s i z e  the 
u r g e n t  need for  the un ions  to qui t  
o p e r a t i n g  on a " b u s i n e s s  as u s u ­
a l  b a s i s "  in thi s  p e r i o d  of d e e p ­
ening c r i s i s  in the c a p i t a l i s t  s y s ­
t e m  and u n d e r  the m e n a c e  of 11



p o s s ib le  v ic to r y  fo r  the m o s t  
r e a c t i o n a r y  f o r c e s ,  who would 
fo rg e  s t i l l  s t r o n g e r  c h a in s  to bind 
the w o rk in g  peop le  in s l a v e r y .
The le f t  m u s t  m o b i l i z e  the w o r k ­
e r s  fo r  ac t io n .

T r a d e  u n io n s  d ev e lo p e d  out of

"OUR EXISTENCE AS A GREAT 
CORPORATION PEPENPS Ufi>N Hi>V 
LOYAL UNPERPAIP EM PLOYEES/'

p r im i t iv e  o r g a n iz a t io n s  su c h  as  
f r i e n d ly  s o c i e t i e s  and s i m i l a r  
s e l f - h e lp  g r o u p s .  As they  d e ­
ve loped  in to  a c tu a l  t r a d e  u n io n s ,  
they  b e c a m e  c e n t e r s  fo r  r a l l y in g  
w o r k e r s  fo r  co m m o n  ac tion .
F r o m  a c t io n  as  in d iv id u a l  w o r k ­
e r s ,  th e y  p a s s e d  o v e r  to jo in t  
a c t io n  in d e fe n c e  of the  w e l f a r e  
of a l l .  In t h e i r  o r ig in s ,  then ,  
t r a d e  un ions  r e p r e s e n t e d  s p o n ­
ta n eo u s  a t t e m p t s  to end c o m p e t ­
i t ion  b e tw e e n  w o r k e r s ,  o r  a t  the  
v e r y  l e a s t  to  r e s t r i c t  su ch  c o m ­
p e t i t io n  and  ob ta in  c o n t r a c t u a l  
co n d i t io n s  t h a t  would r a i s e  the 
i n d u s t r i a l  w o r k e r s  above  the 
s ta tu s  of s la v e s .

In the  e a r l y  p e r io d  of un ion  d e ­
v e lo p m e n t ,  r e v o lu t io n a r i e s ,  
s t a r t i n g  w ith  M a rx  and E n g e l s ,  
s u p p o r te d  and e n c o u ra g e d  a l l  
e f fo r t s  by th e  w o r k e r s  to  o r g a n ­
ize  and d e a l  c o l l e c t iv e ly  w ith  e m ­
p lo y e rs .  T h e  I n te r n a t io n a l  W ork ­
in g m e n 's  A s s o c i a t i o n  - -  the  F i r s t  
I n t e r n a t io n a l  - -  paid a lo t  of 
a t ten t io n  to t r a d e  un ions  and the 
p r o b le m s  of f a c to r y  o rg a n iz a t io n  
and a l s o  su p p l ied  the w o r k e r s  
with a c e n te r  fo r  the o r g a n i z a ­
tion of m o v e m e n t s  of I n t e r n a t i o n ­
a l  s o l i d a r i ty .  The I n te r n a t io n a l ,  
for e x a m p le ,  p layed  an  o u t s t a n d ­
ing r o le  in the  8 -h o u r  day  f igh t 
of the 188 0 ' s ,  w hich  w as  a m o v e ­
m e n t  of g r e a t  p o l i t i c a l  s i g n i f i ­
cance .

12 But the le f t  w as  a l s o  c r i t i c a l  of

the l im i ta t io n s  in the outlook  and 
go a ls  of the t r a d e  un ions .  T he  
c o n c e n t r a t io n  on d i r e c t  and lo c a l  
s t r u g g le s  with in d iv id u a l  c a p i t a l ­
i s t s  fo r  l im i te d  g a in s  w ith in  the 
f r a m e w o r k  of the c a p i t a l i s t  s y s ­
te m  w as po in ted  out a s  one of the 
s e r io u s  w e a k n e s s e s  of th e  m o v e ­
m e n t .  T h e  c l a s s - c o n s c i o u s  r e v ­
o lu t io n a r ie s  s t r e s s e d  the need  
for  w o r k e r s  to go beyond o r g a n ­
iz a t io n  fo r  l im i te d  e c o n o m ic  o b ­
j e c t i v e s  to  o rg a n iz in g  th e m s e lv e s  
as  a p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  h av ing  the aim 
of p u t t in g .a n  end to  the w age  s y s ­
te m  and the c a p i t a l i s t  m o d e  of 
p ro d u c t io n .  On th i s  su b je c t ,  the  
I n te r n a t io n a l  W o rk in g m e n 's  
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  in co n v e n t io n  a t  
G en ev a  in 1866, e n d o r s e d  a r e ­
so lu t io n  on the t r a d e  u n io n s ,  the  
c o n ten ts  of w hich  a r e  s t i l l  r e l e ­
v an t  in  C an ad a  today. A p a r t i c u ­
l a r l y  r e l e v a n t  p a s s a g e  r e a d s :

" In  ad d i t io n  to t h e i r  o r ig in a l  
t a s k s ,  th e  t r a d e  un ions  m u s t  now 
l e a r n  how  to a c t  c o n s c io u s ly  a s  
fo ca l  po in ts  for  o rg a n iz in g  the 
w ork ing  c l a s s  in  the  g r e a t e r  i n ­
t e r e s t s  of i t s  c o m p le te  e m a n c i ­
pat ion. T h e y  m u s t  s u p p o r t  e v e r y  
s o c ia l  and p o l i t i c a l  m o v e m e n t  
d i r e c te d  to w a r d s  th is  a im .  By 
c o n s id e r in g  th e m s e lv e s  c h a m p ­
ions  and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of the 
w hole  w o rk in g  c l a s s ,  and ac t in g  
a c c o r d in g ly ,  the  t r a d e  un ions  
m u s t  s u c c e e d  in r a l ly in g  round  
th e m s e lv e s  a l l  w o r k e r s  s t i l l  o u t ­
s id e  t h e i r  r a n k s .  T h ey  m u s t  
c a r e f u l ly  s a fe g u a r d  the i n t e r e s t s  
of the w o r k e r s  in  the  p o o r e s t -  
paid  t r a d e s ,  a s ,  fo r  e x a m p le ,  the 
f a r m  l a b o u r e r s ,  who due to e s ­
p e c ia l ly  u n fa v o u ra b le  c i r c u m ­
s ta n c e s  h a v e  b e e n  d e p r iv e d  of 
t h e i r  p o w er  of r e s i s t a n c e .  T h ey  
m u s t  co n v in ce  the w hole w orld  
th a t  t h e i r  e f fo r t s  a r e  f a r  f r o m  
n a r r o w  and e g o i s t ic ,  bu t on the 
c o n t r a r y ,  a r e  d i r e c te d  to w a rd s  
the  e m a n c ip a t io n  of the d o w n ­
tro d d en  m a s s e s .  "

I m p o r t a n t  po in ts  to be u n d e r l in e d  
in th is  p a s s a g e  a r e  th o s e  s t r e s s ­
ing the n e c e s s i t y  fo r  the t r a d e  
un ions  to a c t  in d e fe n ce  of the i n ­
t e r e s t s  of lo w -p a id  w o r k e r s ,  
w ith  spec 'ia l  s t r e s s  on the need  to 
s t r u g g le  fo r  the C O M P L E T E  e m ­
a n c ip a t io n  of the  w o rk in g  c l a s s .  
C o n s id e r in g  the a b s o lu te  n e c e s s ­

ity  l o r  a s t r u g g le  on th e s e  two 
in t e r  - r e l a t e d  f ro n ts ,  it  r e q u i r e s  
to  be sa id  th a t  the union  m o v e ­
m e n t  in C anada  is fa l l ing  fa r  
s h o r t  of g ra p p l in g  with the e s s e n ­
t ia l  t a s k s  co n f ro n t in g  i t  today. 
Behind the gaudy  fac ad e  built  up 
by the"public  r e l a t io n s "  m e n ,  b e ­
hind the v o lu m in o u s  b r ie f s  and 
r e p o r t s  d r a w n  up by the u n i v e r ­
s i t y - t r a i n e d  " l a b o u r  e x p e r t s " ,  
l i e s  the  s t a r k  r e a l i t y  th a t  the  
t r a d e  un ions  a r e  id e o lo g ic a l ly  ard 
o r g a n iz a t io n a l ly  in f a r  w o r s e  
sh a p e  now than  e v e r  b e fo re  in the 
h i s t o r y  of the la b o u r  m o v e m e n t .  
D e m o r a l i z a t io n  and f r u s t r a t i o n  
h av e  r e a c h e d  such  an  e x t r e m e  
th a t  no m o r e  than  3 to  4 p e r  ce n t  
of the m e m b e r s  a t ten d  union  
m e e t i n g s ,  a l though  they  a r e  g e n ­
e r a l l y  he ld  no o f te n e r  than  abou t 
9 t i m e s  p e r  y e a r .

On the q u e s t io n  of defen d in g  the 
lo w -p a id  w o r k e r s ,  the b u r e a u ­
c r a t s  h a v e  no i n t e r e s t  w h a te v e rtr
in ac t in g  on beha lf  of anyone no t 
paying du es .  E v en  s o l i d a r i t y  b e ­
tw een  u n io n s  is now a l m o s t  n o n ­
e x i s te n t ,  the  m a in  c o n c e r n  being  
m a in ta in e n c e  of j u r i s d i c t i o n s  and 
m e m b e r s h i p  r a id in g  a g a in s t  e a ch  
o th e r .  I n s te a d  of w o rk in g  to  u n ­
ite  the m o v e m e n t  in c o m m o n  a c ­
tion  fo r  th e  good of a l l  th e  b u r ­
e a u c r a t s  v ie  one a g a in s t  the  other 
l ike  c h e a p  c a r p e t b a g g e r s .  O f f ic ­
ia l  p ro p a g a n d a  am ong  the r a n k  
and f i le  m e m b e r s  tends  m o r e  
and m o r e  to e m p h a s i z e  the a d ­
v a n ta g e  g a ined  o v e r  a r i v a l  
un ion  - - o r  even  b e tw e en  lo c a ls  
of the  s a m e  un ion  - -  r a t h e r  than  
s t r e s s i n g  the  need  fo r  a l l  to  a d ­
v an c e  to g e th e r  a g a in s t  a co m m o n  
enem y .

T o d ay ,  m o r e  than  e v e r  b e fo re ,  
un ions  c o n c e n t r a t e  on p u re ly  
ec o n o m ic  d e m a n d s  thus e le c t in g  
to w o rk  w ith in  the f r a m e w o r k  of 
the  c a p i t a l i s t  s y s t e m .  With c o n ­
t r a c t s  being s igned  fo r  p e r io d s  of 
3 to 5 y e a r s ,  m o s t  of the  un io n s '  
t im e  is o ccup ied  with the o r d i n ­
a r y  ta s k s  of b u r e a u c r a t i c  a d m i n ­
i s t r a t i o n  of l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  to  the 
a v e r a g e  w o rk e r .

" P o l i t i c a l  ac t io n "  , s o -c a l le d ,  is 
confined  to u rg in g  s u p p o r t  fo r  
r ig h t - w in g  s o c ia l  d e m o c r a c y  
w hich is  c a s t  in  the r o l e  of the 
" p o l i t i c a l  a r m  of l a b o u r" .  T h is

policy  l im i t s  p o l i t i c a l  a c t iv i ty  in 
the un ions to tha t  of an e l e c t o r i a l  
m a c h in e  a c t iv e  only d u r in g  e l e c ­
tion  c a m p a ig n s .  With e le c t io n s  
h appen ing  e v e r y  3 o r  4 y e a r s ,  
t h e r e  is  l i t t l e  of keen  p o l i t i c a l  
i n t e r e s t  o v e r  long p e r io d s  of time 
to hold the a t te n t io n  of the w o r k ­
e r s .

It is  e a sy  to s e e  th a t  t h e r e  a r e  
long p e r io d s  d u r in g  w hich  th e r e  
is no th ing  of i n t e r e s t  fo r  the r a n k  
and file . So fa r  as  p o l i t i c a l  and 
ec o n o m ic  s t r u g g le  is  c o n c e r n e d ,  
the  un ions  a r e  m o s t ly  d e s e r t  la n d

T he  p o l i t i c a l  m o v e m e n t  of the 
w o rk in g  c l a s s . n a t u r a l l y  h as  fo r  
i ts  u l t im a te  a im  the c o n q u e s t  of 
p o l i t i c a l  p ow er .  But the e c o n o m ­
ic and p o l i t i c a l  s t r u g g le s  a r e  not 
to ta l ly  i s o la te d  f r o m  one a n o th e r .  
When w o r k e r s  d e m a n d ,  and s t r i k e  
fo r  a 7 -h o u r  day  th a t  is  an  e c o n ­
om ic  m o v e m e n t .  H o w e v e r ,  w hen 
the dem an d  d ev e lo p s  in to  m o v e ­
m e n t  to  f o rc ib ly  ob ta in  a 7 -h o u r  
law, i t  is a p o l i t i c a l  m o v e m e n t .  
The e c o n o m ic  s ta g e  of the  s t r u g ­
gle  can  g ro w  into the p o l i t ic a l .

T oday ,  fo r  e x a m p le ,  s e v e r a l  i m ­
p o r ta n t  t r a d e  un ions  h a v e  r a i s e d ,  
w ith  v a ry in g  d e g r e e s  of s e r i o u s ­
n e s s ,  the  d e m an d  fo r  a g u a r a n ­
teed  an n u a l  in c o m e  in c o n t r a c t  
n e g o t ia t io n s  w ith  in d iv id u a l  e m ­
p lo y e rs .  In i t s  p r e s e n t  s ta te ,  
th is  is  an  ECONOM IC dem an d  
w hich  a t t e m p ts  to  ta k e  c a r e  of 
the  i n t e r e s t s  of j u s t  th o s e  w o r k ­
e r s  r e p r e s e n t e d  in n e g o t ia t io n s .
It i s ,  f u r t h e r m o r e ,  a d em an d  
w ith  s e r io u s  l i m i t a t i o n s ,  p r o v i d ­
ing a g u a r a n te e  fo r  only a v e r y  
l im i te d  p e r io d  in  th e  e v e n t  of a 
d e c l in e  in p ro d u c t io n  and c o n s e ­
q u en t  u n em p lo y m e n t .

But if the d em an d  fo r  a g u a r a n ­
te ed  an n u a l  in c o m e  w as  r a i s e d  to 
the le v e l  of a d em an d  for a LAW 
g u a r a n te e in g  a m i n im u m  le v e l  of 
in c o m e  to a l l  fo r  l i fe  then  it  
would r e q u i r e  the b r in g in g  into 
being a p o l i t i c a l  m o v e m e n t  of 
g r e a t  im p o r ta n c e .  R a l ly in g  the  
e n t i r e  union  m o v e m e n t ,  and 
a ro u n d  i t  the  m i l l io n s  of u n o r g a n ­
ized ,  for e c o n o m ic  a c t io n  to 
f o rc e  the e n a c tm e n t  of such  a law 
would be a p o l i t i c a l  m o v e m e n t  of 
g r e a t  m a g n i tu d e .  It would a l s o

h av e  the i m p o r t a n t  e f fec t  of h e a l ­
ing the a l r e a d y  e x is t in g  s e r io u s  
r i f t  b e tw een  o r g a n iz e d  and u n o r ­
g an ized  w o r k e r s .  T h is  is an  e s ­
p e c ia l ly  s e r i o u s  m a t t e r  with the 
r e a c t i o n a r i e s  bending e v e r y  e f ­
fo r t  to s t i r  up s t r i f e  b e tw e en  the 
e x t r e m e ly  lo w -p a id  m a j o r i t y  and 
the un io n ized  m in o r i t y .

F o r  the p a s t  tw en ty  y e a r s  o r  
m o r e  fake  r a d i c a l s  in the un ions  
h av e  c o n t r ib u te d  a l a r g e  s h a r e  of 
the e f fo r t  n eed ed  to  c r e a t e  the 
p o l i t i c a l  d e s e r t  now e x is t in g  in 
the m o v e m e n t .  T h is  is p a r t i c u ­
l a r l y  t r u e  of m e m b e r s  of the 
C o m m u n is t  P a r t y  of C anada  who 
h av e  o b ta ined  b u r e a u c r a t i c  p o s i ­
t ions  in a n u m b e r  of un ions.
T h e s e  m a k e - b e l i e v e  r a d i c a l s  
announce  i t  would be an  e r r o r  to 
r a i s e  the q u e s t io n  of s o c i a l i s m  in 
the  un ions  b e c a u s e  C anad ian  
w o r k e r s  a r e  no t  i n t e r e s t e d  in 
s o c i a l i s m .  T h u s  th e y  s e e k  to 
" ju s t i fy "  t h e i r  f a i l u r e  to r a i s e  
and f ight fo r  the  in t ro d u c t io n  of 
w ork ing  c l a s s  p o l i t i c s  in the 
un ions .  As L en in  once  s a id ,  
t h e re  a r e  only  two k in d s  of p o l i ­
t i c s ,  w o rk in g  c l a s s  p o l i t i c s  and 
c a p i t a l i s t  p o l i t ic s .  It fo llow s if 
one does  no t f igh t fo r  w o rk ing  
c l a s s  p o l i t i c a l  a c t io n ,  then  the 
only a l t e r n a t i v e  is  c a p i t a l i s t  p o l ­
i t ic s .  I s s u e s  th a t  lead  in the d i ­
r e c t io n  of u l t im a te  v ic to r y  fo r  
s o c i a l i s m  a r e  the  only b a s i s  of 
r e a l  w o rk in g  c l a s s  p o l i t ic s .

The fac t  th a t  th is  na t io n  is d o m ­
ina ted  by  rI. S. i m p e r i a l i s m  p r e ­
s e n ts  la b o u r  w ith  the g o lden  o p ­
p o r tu n i ty  to o r g a n iz e  a s t r u g g le  
for  an o b je c t iv e  th a t  is t r u l y  in 
the  n a t io n a l  i n t e r e s t  and a t  the 
s a m e  t i m e  a s te p  in the d i r e c ­
tion  of s o c i a l i s m .  In o th e r  
w o rd s ,  r e a l  and e f fec t iv e  w o r k ­
ing c l a s s  p o l i t i c a l  ac tion .

L ab o u r  shou ld  g iv e  a lead  to the 
na t ion  in  the s t r u g g le  for  i n d e ­
pend en ce  by b e c o m in g  the c e n t r a l  
f o rc e  un it ing  a l l  the  people  
a round  a d em an d  fo r  the n a t io n ­
a l i s m  of fo re ig n -o w n e d  c o n c e r n s  
w ithou t  c o m p e n s a t io n .  M o re  
than  s u f f i c ie n t  c o m p e n s a t io n  h as  
a l r e a d y  been  paid the U. S. m ono ­
p o l i s t s ,  in th e  f o r m  of e n o rm o u s  
p ro f i t s  r e a p e d  o v e r  a p e r io d  of 
y e a r s .  T h e  n a t io n a l iz e d  p r o p e r ­
ty shou ld  be t r u ly  n a t io n a l  and

hav e  no p r iv a t e  s h a r e h o ld e r s .

In o r d e r  to f igh t  e f fec t iv e ly  for  
the m e a s u r e s  e s s e n t i a l  to  s e c u r ­
ing n a t io n a l  in d e p en d e n ce ,  the 
t r a d e  un ions  th e m s e lv e s  w i l l  have  
to be f r e e  f ro m  fo re ig n  d o m in a -
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tion. T h is  would be so  u n d e r  any  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  bu t i t  is even 
m o r e  so  in th e  p r e s e n t  s i tu a t io n  
w h e re  the d o m in a n t  c o n t r o l  of the 
ec o n o m y  is  in the  h an d s  of L I. S. 
m o n o p o l i s t s ,  and  un ions  in C a n ­
ada a r e  u n d e r  c o n t r o l  of the  
United S ta te s  la b o u r  l i e u te n a n ts  
of i m p e r i a l i s m  who a r e  so l id ly  
c o m m it te d  to IJ. S. c a p i t a l i s m  and 
to  U. S. d o m in a t io n  of the  w o r ld .  
An in d e p en d e n t  C an ad ian  union  
m o v e m e n t  is  an  a b s o lu te  n e c e s s ­
i ty  and one of the th ings  the u n ­
ions m u s t  p la c e  h igh  on th e i r  
agenda.

A n a t io n a l  m i n im u m  w age of a t  
l e a s t  $100 p e r  w eek ,  e s ta b l i s h e d  
by law, is  a p o l i t i c a l  d em an d

"We call him 'Old Puckerlip’— 
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w hich  would beg in  to p ro v id e  fo r  
the n ee d s  of the WHOLE w o rk ing  
c l a s s .  W h e re  to  g e t  the  m o n e y ?  
F r o m  the e x o r b i t a n t  p r o f i t s  now 
going to a p r iv i l e g e d  few and 
m a in ly  f ro m  th e  m a j o r  s e c t io n  IJ



tlie eco n o m y  now in fo re ig n  c o n ­
t r o l  but whicli should  be n a t i o n a l ­
ized .

In o r d e r  to m a k e  the fo rego ing  
d e m an d  r e a l ly  e l e c t i v e  and m e a n ­
ingfu l,  an  ad d i t io n a l  r e l a t e d  d e ­
m a n d  m u s t  be put f o rw a r d ,  n a m e ­
ly; a g o v e r n m e n t  s t a tu te  g u a r a n ­
te e in g  to  a l l  a s  an in a l ie n a b le  
r ig h t ,  a jo b  o r  an a d e q u a te  i n ­
co m e  as  p ro v id e d  in the m i n i ­
m u m  w age  ac t.

O bv ious ly  th e s e  a r e  not the ‘' n o r ­
m a l  d e m a n d s  ad v a n ce d  by unions 
in c o n t r a c t  n e g o t ia t io n s  w ith  i n ­
d iv idua l  ,e m p l o y e r s . They  a r e  
p o l i t i c a l  d e m a n d s  th a t  go f a r  b e ­
yond the p r e s e n t  a i m s  of the 
t r a d e  union m o v e m e n t  and r e ­
q u i r e  a d i i l e r e n t  a p p ro a c h .

F i r s t  of a l l  the u n io n s  w il l  have  
to ac t  C O h l iE C T IV E L Y  and 
u n i ted ly  in s te a d  of in th e i r  p r e ­
s e n t  h ig h ly  in d iv id u a l i s t ic  and 
c o m p e t i t iv e  fash ion .  T he  e n t i r e

union m e m b e r s h i p  w il l  h a v e  to be 
m o b i l iz e d  for  the s t r u g g le  un d er  
m i l i t a n t  l e a d e r s h i p ,  and beyond 
th e m  and a ro u n d  th e m  w il l  h av e  
to be r a l l i e d  the e n t i r e  w ork ing  
c l a s s  and a l l  w o rk ing  people .
T h is  is  a figh t w hich  ca n n o t  be 
won with p ious r e s o lu t io n s  and 
d e m a g o g ic  s p e e c h e s .  It w il l  r e ­
q u i r e  long and f i e r c e  s t r u g g le  
u n d e r  new  l e a d e r s  and with new 
f o rm s  of o r g a n iz a t io n s .  It w il l  
r e q u i r e  an end to v iewing the 
c a p i t a l i s t  s y s t e m  as  u n to u c h ab le .

ALBERTA LABOUR BOARD SUPPORTS U.S. UNION
The C a n ad ian  E l e c t r i c a l  W o rk e rs  
Union h as  s e n t  us a p r e s s  
r e l e a s e  a c c u s i n g  the A lb e r ta  
L a b o u r  B o a rd  of d i s c r i m in a t io n  
a g a in s t  e m p lo y e e s  of the P h i l l ip s  
C ab le s  Co. , S en t in e l  (nea r  
C o lem a n ) ,  A lb e r ta ,  and th e i r  
un ion  the  C. E. W. U. T he  d e c i s io n  
a p p e a r s  to  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  w ith  
c o m p le te  d i s r e g a r d  fo r  the 
p r in c i p l e s  of w o r k e r s  to  jo in  the 
un io n  of t h e i r  cho ice .  T he  d e c i ­
s io n  is a r b i t r a r y ,  u n ju s t ,  and 
v io l a te s  th e  d e m o c r a t i c  w il l  of 
the  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  of P h i l l i p s  
e m p lo y e e  s.

T h e  b o a rd  r e f u s e d  to  c a l l  a 
h e a r in g  w h ich  u n d e r  Sec t ion  71 
of the  " L a b o u r  A ct"  e n t i t l e s  
d i s s a t i s f i e d  g ro u p s  to  do. T h is  
is no t d e m o c r a c y .  It d o es  no t 
ev e n  p r e te n d  to be d e m o c r a c y .  
P h i l l i p s  e m p lo y e e s  a r e  being^ 
d en ied  the  r i g h t  to t h e i r  c h o ic e  of 
T r a d e  Union. F r e e d o m  of 
a s s o c i a t i o n  is su p p o se d  to  be 
g u a r a n te e d  by  the  C an ad ian  " B i l l  
of R ig h ts " .  Why is  i t  no t put 
in to  e f f e c t  in  A lb e r t a ?
B e tw een  J a n u a r y  and S e p te m b e r  
of th is  y e a r  t h e r e  w e r e  a s e r i e s  
of d e v e lo p m e n ts  th a t  began  w ith  
P h i l l i p s  e m p lo y e e s  b ec o m in g  
fed up w ith  the  I. B. E. W. ( I n t e r ­
n a t io n a l  B ro th e rh o o d  of E l e c t r i c a l  
W o r k e r s  of A m e r i c a )  w hich  is  the  
b a r g a in in g  a g e n t  a t  th e  p lan t.
T he  e m p lo y e e s  d ec id e d  to th ro w  
the  I. B. E. W. out. The C. E. W. TT. 
w as  inv i ted  in, the  C. E. W. T. 
c h a r t e d  a lo c a l  and e le c te d  
o f f i c e r s ,  108 out of 112 in the 
p la n t  a s k e d  the e m p lo y e r  no t  to 
d e d u c t  d u e s  for  the I  . B. E. W.
The e m p lo y e r  r e f u s e d  th is  r e -  

^  q u es t .  T h e  C. E. W. J. then  m a d e

a p p l ic a t io n  to the L a b o u r  B oard  
fo r  the r ig h t  to b e c o m e  b a rg a in in g  
a g e n t  C. E. W. U. L o c a l  2, now 
r e p r e s e n t i n g  106 out of 112
e m p lo y e e s  ( 94%).
In A p r i l  the  A lb e r ta  L ab o u r
B oard  r e j e c t e d  the a p p l ic a t io n  on 
an  in s ig n i f ic a n t  te c h n ic a l i ty .  At 
ab o u t  the s a m e  t i m e  the I. B. E. W. 
c a n c e l le d  a l l  lo c a l  m e e t in g s .  In 
M ay, 100 e m p lo y e e s  s igned  a 
p e t i t io n  su p p o r t in g  C. E. W. U. 
and a s k in g  the B o a rd  to r e c o n s i d e r  
the  A p r i l  d e c is io n .  The B o a rd  
s igned  the appea l .

By v i r tu e  of a r i g h t  u n d e r  s e c ­
t ion  71 of the  L a b o u r  A ct,  L o c a l  2 
m a d e  i ts  seco n d  ap p l ic a t io n .  On 
S e p te m b e r  3rd of th is  y e a r  the 
B o a rd  d i s m i s s e d  the  ap p l ica t io n .

P r e s e n t l y  th e  e m p lo y e e s  a r e  
being  fo rc e d  to  pay  d u es  to  the 
I. B. E. W. who h a s  no t  he ld  a 
lo c a l  m e e t in g  in  s e v e n  m o n th s .

The C. E. W. 'J. p o s i t io n  is 
s t r a i g h t  f o rw a r d  and c l e a r .  A llow  
the  P h i l l i p s  e m p lo y e e s  a s e c r e t  
b a l lo t  vo te  to  d e t e r m i n e  w hich  
union  should  r e p r e s e n t  th em . The 
d i s c r e d i t e d  I. B. E. W. (A m er ica n )  
and the A lb e r t a  L a b o u r  B o a rd  a r e  
w o rk in g  hand  in g love  a g a in s t  the 
i n t e r e s t s  of C an ad ian  W o r k e rs .  
Th is  is  a l e s s o n  th a t  is no t  new to 
C anad ian  W o r k e r s ,  the  s t r u g g le  
in B r i t i s h  C o lum bia  by  the  P u lp  
and P a p e r  W o r k e r s  fo r  r e c o g ­
n it ion  a t  H a r m a c k  and P r i n c e  
G e o rg e  a r e  a few  e x a m p le s  of 
p a s t  in ju s t i c e  on b e h a l f  of L a b o u r  
B o r a r d s .  If th is  c o n t in u es  in the 
fu tu re ,  w o r k e r s  w il l  be f o rc e d  to 
u s e  new  m e th o d s  of o rg a n iz in g  
un ions  of t h e i r  cho ice .  T h is  can 
be a c c o m p l i s h e d  by s im p ly  

p a s s in g  by the  G o v e rn m e n t  
L a b o u r  bodys th a t  do no t h a v e  
the s l i g h t e s t  i n t e r e s t  in  j u s t i c e  
fo r  the w o rk in g  c l a s s .
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A fte r  4 y e a r s  of e x i s t e n c e  the 
P a c i f i c  T r ib u n e  (C. P. j o u r n a l  in 
B. C. ) h a s  f in a l ly  c o n s en te d  to 
ta k e  no te  of ou r  p r e s e n c e .  T r u e  
enough the r e c o g n i t io n  w as  e x ­
tended  in a r a t h e r  n eg a t iv e  and 
b o o r i s h  m a n n e r  - bu t r e c o g n i t io n  
i t  w a s ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s .  The r e a s o n  
fo r  th i s  h i s t o r i c  ev e n t  w as  due to 
a C. P. d e c i s io n  to c o m m e n t  on 
the  e m e r g e n c e  of the C ounc il  of 
C a n ad ian  Unions a t  S udbury  in 
J u ly  of th i s  y e a r .  We a r e  no t 
q u i te  c e r t a i n  if the  m a t t e r  w as 
d e a l t  w ith  b e c a u s e  P . W. r e p o r t e d  
and c o m m e n te d  on the founding 
conven t io n  of the new  o rg a n iz a t io n  
o r  if i t  w as  s o le ly  b e c a u s e  i t  had  
c o m e  in to  e x i s te n c e .  H o w e v e r ,  
s in c e  the  T r ib u n e  w r i t e r  h a s  
o f fe re d  to  d i s c u s s  the  m a t t e r  we 
h a s t e n  to  oblige.

T h e  f i r s t  i t e m  we p r o p o s e  to 
d i s c u s s  is  the  a u th o r s  c o m p la in t  
of h av in g  been  " r e d - b a i t e d  w ith  the 
p r o n o u n c e m e n t  th a t  i t  was " C o m ­
m u n i s t  d o m in a te d " .  Now if 
M acD onald  had  sa id  the C o m m u n is t  
P a r t y  of C a n ad a  is  C o m m u n is t  - 
d o m in a te d  th a t  would u n q u e s t io n ­
ab ly  h a v e  been  r e d  - b a i t in g  the 
C. P . , in w h ich  c a s e  we would 
h a v e  a s s o c i a t e d  o u r s e lv e s  w ith  the  
T r ib u n e  p r o te s t .  H o w e v e r ,  we 
can n o t  fau l t  M acD onald  on th a t  
s c o r e .  He is  so  c o n f id e n t  th a t  
t h e r e  a r e  no C o m m u n is t s  in the  
C. P . th a t  he  h e lp e d  p r o m o te  a 
r e s o lu t io n  a t  the  l a s t  C. L. C. 
co n v e n t io n  th a t  r e m o v e d  a l l  d i s ­
a b i l i t i e s  a g a in s t  m e m b e r s  of th a t  
P a r t y  h o ld ing  m e m b e r s h i p  or  
o ff ice  in  the C. L. C. The Union 
b u r e a u c r a t  who w r o t e  the T r ib u n e  
a r t i c l e  w as  th e r e  and app lauded  
th e  m e a s u r e .

So fa r  a s  P. W. is  c o n c e rn e d  we 
m e r e l y  r e p o r t e d  th a t  the  C. P. 
l e a d e r s  opposed  the  e s t a b l i s h ­
m e n t  of a C ounc il  of C an ad ian  
Unions and c i ted  w h a t  we b e ­
l ieved  w as  ev id en c e  s u b ­
s t a n t ia t in g  th e  fact.  The T r i ­
bune w r i t e r  a c k n o w led g e s  the 
t r u t h  of w h a t  we sa id  and c a l l s  i t  
r e d - b a i t in g .  S ince  when d o es  
r e la t in g  the fac ts  c o n s t i tu te  r e d ­
b a i t in g ?  O r p e r h a p s  i t  w as  ou r  
d i s a g r e e m e n t  with the  C. P.

RECOGNITION
po licy  th a t  m a d e  i t  r e d -  ba i t ing?

T h a t  r a i s e s  an  in t e r e s t i n g  i t e m  for 
sp e cu la t io n .  T he  C. P. l e a d e r s  
h a v e  a s t r o n g  d e s i r e  to  b e c o m e  
p a r l i a m e n t a r y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
so m e  day. W hat if the  im p o s s ib le  
shou ld  hap p en  and a C. P. 
p a r l i a m e n t a r y  m a j o r i t y  g e t  i t s e l f  
e l e c te d ?  Would we be ju s t i f ie d  in 
s u g g e s t in g  the  f i r s t  l e g i s l a t io n  up 
fo r  c o n s id e r a t io n  would be a 
s ta tu te  r a i s i n g  d i s a g r e e m e n t  with 
the C. P. f r o m  the s ta tu s  of a 
" r e d - b a i t in g "  s in  to  the le v e l  of 
a c r i m e  a g a in s t  th e  s ta t e ,  ca l l in g  
fo r  s u m m a r y  c o u r t  m a r t i a l  and 
im m e d i a t e  e x e c u t io n  o r ,  a t  the  
v e r y  l e a s t ,  to  i m p r i s o n m e n t  fo r  
l i fe?  B e t t e r  p lay  i t  sa fe  and s to p  
c r i t i c i z in g  the  C. P . l e a d e r s  fo r  
doing th e i r  thing.

T he  T r ib u n e  a r t i c l e  m a k e s  a 
p o in t  of ca l l in g  to  o u r  a t te n t io n  the 
fa c t  th a t  we did no t  l i s t  the  P u b l ic  
S e r v ic e  A l l i a n c e  a s  one of the a b ­
s e n te e  u n io n s .  T h e r e  w as no need  
to  r e m in d  u s ,  i t  w as  no o v e r s ig h t .  
We j u s t  d o n ' t  c o n s id e r  the P. S. A. 
a un ion  - c e r t a i n l y  no t above  the 
c a te g o ry  of " c o m p a n y  U nion". The 
only r e a s o n  the  C. L. C. a c c e p ts  
th e m  in a f f i l ia t io n  is  to  c o l l e c t  the  
p e r  c a p i t a  on 115, 000 b o d ie s .  But 
the  T r i b u n e ' s  r e m a r k s  g ive u s  a 
good id e a  of w hat  th o s e  peop le  
c o n s id e r  a u n io n  to  be. A m ong  
o th e r  th in g s  the  P .  S. A. s ta n d s  for: 
O utlaw ing  s t r i k e s  in the c iv i l  
s e r v i c e :  C o m p u ls o r y  a r b i t r a t i o n :  
Scabbing , a s  o u tl ined  in a l e t t e r  
d u r in g  th e  p o s t a l  s t r i k e ,  i n s t r u c t ­
ing th e i r  m e m e b e r s  i t  w as  a 
public  du ty  and a c o n t r a c t u r a l  
o b l ig a t io n  to  c r o s s  p ic k e t  l in es :  
S too lp igeon  s e r v i c e  when, in the 
s a m e  l e t t e r ,  P .  S. A. m e m b e r s  
w e r e  o r d e r e d ,  if th e y  could  not 
g e t  th ro u g h  the  p ic k e t  l in e  to  i n ­
f o rm  the  a u t h o r i t i e s  it  w a s  b e ­
c a u s e  of a f e a r  of v io le n c e  and 
s u b s e q u e n t  in ju ry  (thus m a k in g  a 
good c a s e  fo r  an  in junc tion).  T h is  
in ou r  c o n s id e r e d  op in ion , does not 
c o n s t i tu te  a un ion  w o rth y  of the 
nam e. H o w e v e r ,  we co n c ed e  the 
T r ib u n e  the  r ig h t  to d i s a g r e e  with 
u s  and hold  the o p p o s i te  opinion.

t ide  of s e n t i m e n t i n  fav o u r  of i n ­
d ep e n d e n c e ,  pays  l i p - s e r v i c e  to 
an in d e p en d e n t  C anad ian  un ion  
m o v e m e n t .  In th is  he is l ike  the 
p o l i t ic ia n  who, d u r in g  an  e le c t io n  
c a m p a ig n ,  f e r v e n t ly  d e c l a r e s  h i m ­
s e l f  in fav o u r  of m o th e r h o o d ,  the 
h o m e  and the f a m i ly  bu t ,  when 
e le c te d ,  pu ts  in to  e f fec t  l e g i s ­
la t ion  th a t  is c e r t a i n  to u n d e r ­
m in e  and u l t im a te l y  d e s t r o y  the 
co n d i t io n s  n e c e s s a r y  fo r  m a i n ­
ta in in g  the  fa m i ly  in d ecency .
The way to build  C an ad ian  un ions 
is to go ou t and build  th e m .  D e ­
c l a r in g  in  fav o u r  of su ch  o r g a n i ­
z a t io n s  and a t  the  s a m e  t im e  r e ­
p ea t in g  fo r  h a l f - a - c e n t u r y  "n o w  is 
no t the  t im e "  w il l  l e a v e  u s  ex a c t ly  
w h e re  we a r e  now - u n d e r  U. S. 
d o m in a t io n .  The C. P . l e a d e r s ,  in 
s p i t e  of a l l  t h e i r  t a lk ,  a r e  not now, 
and n e v e r  h a v e  b ee n ,  in f a v o u r  of 
an  in d e p en d e n t  C a n ad ian  Union 
m o v e m e n t .  T h e i r  r e c o r d  w il l  show 
th a t  to be the  ca s e .

When th e  P a r t y  w as  founded the  i n ­
d e p e n d e n t  C a n ad ian  un ions  w e r e  on 
the  v e r g e  of r e a c h in g  an a b s o lu te  
m a j o r i t y  of the o r g a n iz e d  w o r k e r s  
in C anada  and could  hav e  gone on
to d r iv e  the U. S. un ions  out a l ­
to g e th e r .  It w as  the P a r t y  l e a d e r s
who sa v ed  the s i t u a t io n  fo r  the 
U. S. c r a f t  un ions .  T im  Buck , who 
w as  a r c h i t e c t  of the  p o l ic y  as  head  
of the P a r t y  t r a d e  un ion  w o rk ,  when 
w r i t in g  of the  e v e n ts  l a t e r  in h is  
book 30 y e a r s ,  a h i s t o r y  of the  C. P. 
of C anada ,  b o a s te d  th a t  i t  w as  the 
P a r t y ' s  in f lu en ce  am ong  the 
" f o r e ig n  b o rn  w o r k e r s "  th a t  t ipped  
the s c a l e s  in f a v o u r  of th e  c r a f t  
un ions .

T he  P a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p  is i n t e r e s t e d  
in only one th ing ,  ob ta in ing  
p o s i t io n s  in the t r a d e  un ion  b u r e a u ­
c r a c y .  A s ev id e n c e  the  M ine  M il l  
f ia s c o  is a c a s e  in point.  When 
the S t e e lw o rk e r s  Union w as  i n ­
s i s t in g  th a t  the  M ine  M il l  o f f ic ia ls  
m u s t  go b e fo re  un i ty  could  be 
ac h ie v ed  the C. P. o f f ic ia ls  and the 
C. P . l e a d e r s  in  M ine M il l  d am n ed  
the  S te e l  Union a s  U. S. d o m in a te d  
and one of the m o s t  u n d e m o c r a t i c  
o r g a n iz a t io n s  on the  face  of the 
e a r th .  But w hen  the  u l t im a tu m  of 
d i s m i s s a l  w as d ro p p ed  and 
g u a r a n te e s  of s e c u r i t y  in  anThe a u th o r ,  a w a r e  of the  r i s in g



app o in ted  o ff ice ,  w ith  a g e n e ro u s  
p e n s io n  to  fo llow , w e r e  o f fe re d  to 
the C. P. h e a d s  of M ine M il l  the  
S te e l  Union w as  t r a n s f o r m e d  o v e r ­
n ig h t  in to  a g r e a t  d e m o c r a t i c  
body  with b ro a d  C a n ad ian  a u t o n ­
omy. It is  indeed  s u r p a s s i n g  
w h a t  c h a n g e s  can  be  w ro u g h t  w ith  
a l i t t l e  c o r n  of the r e a l m .  T he  
M ine  M il l  c ro w d -w a s  so  anx ious  
to  g r a b  th e  o ffe r  th a t  an  O n ta r io

c o u r t  h a s  d e c l a r e d  they  fa i led  to 
ta k e  su f f i c ie n t  t im e  to do it  
lega lly .  T h e s e  g r e a t  m i l i t a n t s  
even  t r i e d  to i n s t a l l  a t r u s t e e ­
sh ip  o v e r  th e  S u d b u ry  lo c a l  to 
f o r c e  the r e l u c t a n t  w o r k e r s  into 
a c c e p t in g  the  fou l deed.

If " O b s e r v e r "  in  th e  P a c i f i c  T r i ­
bune would fo r  once  r e l a t e  the 
t r u th  he  would in f o r m  the  r e a d e r s

the  C. P. w il l  s t i c k  to  the  U. S. 
un ions  so  long as  they  can  get 

ap po in ted  to  w e l l  paid p o s i t io n s .  
But if C a n ad ian  un ions  w in  the day  
the C. P. l e a d e r s  w il l  s u p p o r t  th e m ,  
p ro v id e d  th e y  can  g e t  a s i m i l a r  
deal.

M o r e  a c c u s a t io n  of " r e d - b a i t i n g "  ? 
Ho H um  !

PROMISES! PROMISES!
We h av e  a lw ay s  known th a t  
p o l i t i c a l  p r o m is  es , in  th is  
w o n d e r fu l  d e m o c r a t i c  s o c ie ty  
of o u r s ,  a r e  of no m o r e  s i g ­
n i f ic a n c e  th a n  an  e le c t io n  c a m ­
p a ig n  g im m ic k ,  and n e v e r  to be 
th o u g h t  of as  s e r i o u s l y  in tended  
fo r  g o v e r n m e n t  po licy . We c o n ­
f e s s ,  h o w e v e r ,  th a t  we a r e  j u s t  
a  l i t t l e  b r e a t h l e s s  a t  the  sp eed  
w ith  w h ich  P i e r r e ,  the  " sw in g in g "  
P r i m e  M i n i s t e r ,  junked  h is  h ig h ly  
tou ted  " J u s t  S ocie ty"  w ith  n e v e r  a 
n o te  of ap o lo g y  fo r  h av in g  led so 
m a n y  good c i t i z e n s  up  the  g a r d e n  
path .  In the  U nited  S ta te s ,  w hich  
o u r  p o l i t i c ia n s  a r e  fond of copy ing ,  
the  "N e w  F r o n t i e r s "  p ro v e d  to  be 
j u s t  th e  old ones  ex panded  f a r  
enough to  ta k e  in V ie tn a m  and the 
" W a r  on P o v e r ty "  ended  up w ith  a 
u n a n im o u s  d e c i s io n  going to 
p o v e r ty .  Now our P i e r r e ,  w ith  
th e  sound w av e s  f r o m  h is  e l e c t io n  
r a l l i e s  s c a r c e l y  s t i l l e d ,  a n n o u n c es  
to  a h u s h e d  and e x p e c ta n t  c i t i z e n r y  
th a t  h i s  " J u s t  S oc ie ty"  j u s t  i s n ' t  
t h e r e .  It a p p e a r s  th a t  ou r  u n d e r ­
p r iv i l e g e d  m i l l i o n a i r e s  - inc lud ing  
P i e r r e  h im s e l f ,  and h is  f a m i ly  - 
and th e  U. S. h o ld e r s  of the  m o r t ­
g ag e  on o u r  f a i r  d o m a in ,  a r e  j u s t  
no t  a b le  to  a f fo rd  a " J u s t  S oc ie ty"  
j u s t  yet.  R e c o r d  p r o f i t s  and  " J u s t  
S o c ie t ie s "  a r e  no t c o m p a t ib le ,  
t h e r e f o r e  the  " J u s t  S oc ie ty"  m u s t  

g°-

When i t  w as  f i r s t  announced  in the  
h e a d y  a t m o s p h e r e  of a h o t  e l e c t io n  
c a m p a ig n  the  " J u s t  S oc ie ty"  w as  
u n d e r s to o d  to  m e a n  th a t  th e  p r o ­
b lem  of p o v e r ty  in the  n a t io n  would 
be ta c k le d  w ith  v ig o r  and i m a g i n ­
a t ion .  And p o v e r ty  is  one c o m m ­
od ity  m o s t  o b s e r v a n t  p eo p le  a g r e e  
we h a v e  p le n ty  of. Even  a b lue  
r ib b o n  j u r y  l ike  the ec o n o m ic  
t nu n c i l  of C an ad a  w il l  a d m i t  to

fo u r  m i l l io n  c i t i z e n s  - 20 p e r c e n t  
of the to t a l  p o p u la t io n  - l iv ing  in 
c o n d i t io n s  of a b i e c t  p o v e r ty  and no 
one, inc lud ing  m a g n i f i c e n t  
P i e r r e ,  w i l l  deny  it. A c tu a l ly  
an  e s t im a te  of o n e - th i r d  of the 
n a t io n  liv ing  in  p o v e r ty  and an 
a d d i t io n a l  th i rd  b a r e l y  ab o v e  the 
s u b s i s t e n c e  le v e l  would be a m u c h  
m o r e  a c c u r a t e  p ic tu r e .  I t  s e e m s  
th a t  th e  g e n t l e m e n  of the  e c o n o m ­
ic c o u n c i l  m a y  h a v e  coun ted  only 
th o s e  of our  peo p le  who a r e  a c t u ­
a l ly  show ing  s ig n s  of d i s e a s e  f ro m  
ad v an ced  m a ln u t r i t i o n .

In h is  p a ten te d  e x u b e r a n t  m a n n e r ,  
fo llow ing  a  h o l id a y  w ith  " J e t  Set" 
in F r a n c o ' s  sunny  Spain , P i e r r e  
d e c id e s  on an  im m e d i a t e  m e a s u r e  
to  ta c k le  the p r o b le m  of p o v e r ty  
h e  a n n o u n c es  c a n c e l l a t io n  of the 
w in te r  w o rk s  p r o g r a m m e .  The 
d o w n - t ro d d e n  m o n o p o l i s t s , r e ­
duced  to t h e i r  l a s t  few h u n d re d  
b i l l io n ,  a r e  no t a b l e  to a f fo rd  
w in te r  w o rk s  th is  y e a r .  W ell,  a t  
l e a s t  i t  ought to  ta k e  c a r e  of s o m e  
of the  p o v e r ty .  H opefu lly ,  a few 
of the  l e s s  r o b u s t  w i l l  d ie  off, 
thus  r e d u c in g  th e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  of 
the  p o v e r ty  s t r i c k e n .

W hile the  n a t io n s  f i r s t  m i n i s t e r  
f inds  i t  im p o s s ib l e  to s e c u r e  the 
n e c e s s a r y  funds to  a l l e v i a t e  the 
h u n g e r  of a n u m b e r  of o u r  c i t i ­
ze n s  he  s e e m s  to  h a v e  no d i f f i ­
cu l ty  in  p r o c u r in g  a m p le  funds to 
s u b s id iz e  r ig h t - w in g  r e a c t i o n a r i e s  
and f a s c i s t  e l e m e n t s  who a r e  i n ­
t ro d u c e d  in to  the c o u n t ry  d i s ­
g u ise d  a s  " p o l i t i c a l  r e f u g e e s " .  
T h e r e  is  a h o s t  of a u th en t ic  p o l i t i ­
c a l  r e f u g e e s  j u s t  so u th  of o u r  i n ­
t e r n a t i o n a l  b o r d e r ,  a f a c t  w hich  
s e e m s  to  r a i s e  no r ip p le  of c o n ­
c e r n  in the  h a l lo w ed  h a l l s  of 
p a r l i a m e n t .  T h e r e  a r e  c o u n t le s s

B lack  and c o lo u re d  peop le  a ro u n d  
the  w o r ld  who could  e a s i l y  q ua l ify  
a s  r e f u g e e s ,  bu t i t  s e e m s  th a t  one 
m u s t  be  both  w h ite  and r e a c t i o n ­
a r y  in  o r d e r  to  q u a l i fy  fo r  P i e r r e ' s  
" r e f u g e e  a s s i s t a n c e  p r o g r a m m e " .  
M o s t  of a l l  w e h av e  o u r  own r e ­
fu g ees  f r o m  p o v e r ty  who a r e  d e ­
s e rv in g  of o u r  f i r s t  a t ten t io n .  A s 
a s t a r t ,  put back  the  w in te r  w o rk s  
p r o g r a m m e  and th e n  le t  u s  go on 
f r o m  th e re .

As a p r e lu d e  to  d im m in g  the  b r ig h t  
v i s io n  of the " J u s t  S ocie ty"  the 
P r i m e  M in i s t e r  cau t io n e d  us  not 
to  e x p e c t  m i r a c l e s  and s t r e s s e d  
the need  fo r  " a  s o b e r  a w a r e n e s s  of 
r e a l i t y " .  In o th e r  w o rd s ;  b u s in e s s  
a s  u s u a l  a t  the  s a m e  old s tand .

In c o m e s  can n o t  r i s e  u n le s s  p r o ­
d u c t iv i ty  i n c r e a s e s ,  a c c o r d in g  to 
the in v e n to r  of the  " J u s t  S oc ie ty " .
In s im p le  t e r m s  th a t  m e a n s  w o rk  
h a r d e r  fo r  l e s s  and w a tc h  p ro f i t s  
g row . If th a t  is  any th ing  new  and 
d y n a m ic  P. W. fa i l s  to  s e e  it. The 
c a p i t a l i s t s  h a v e  been  s in g in g  th a t  
tu n e  fo r  c e n tu r i e s .

The l a s t  p a r l i a m e n t  l e t  a b i l l  on 
p r i c e s  of p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  p ro d u c ts  
d ie  a long  with  p a r l i a m e n t  i t se lf .  
R e c e n t  r e p o r t s  h av e  m o r e  than  
b o rn e  out w hat  a l m o s t  e v e ry o n e  
k n ew  a l l  along: m a n u f a c t u r e r s  of 
b ra n d  n a m e  d ru g s  a r e  u n m e r c i f u l ly  
gouging  th e  s ic k  and m a in ly  the  old 
and d e s t i tu te .  But m a g n i f i c e n t  
P i e r r e  is no t  going  to be r u s h e d  i n ­
to p r o t e c t iv e  le g is la t io n .  M o re  
i m p o r t a n t  is s te p p in g  up p ro d u c t io n  
so  a s  to  e n s u r e  an  i n c r e a s e  in 
p r o f i t s  fo r  th e  r i c h  and e m e r g e n c y  
ac t io n  to  p ro v id e  a s s i s t a n c e  fo r  
r e a c t i o n a r y  r e f u g e e s  f r o m  ab ro a d .

E v e r  s in c e  the days  of the  h u n g ry

t h i r t i e s  l i b e r a l  r e f o r m  e c o n o m is ts  
hav e  been ad v is in g  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on 
g o v e r n m e n t  spend ing  d u r in g  p e r io d s  
of b ro a d  i n d u s t r i a l  e x p a n s io n  and 
an  i n c r e a s e  in g o v e r n m e n t  e x p e n ­
d i tu r e  when e x p a n s io n  s l a c k e n s  off. 
T h is  h a s  long been  r e f e r r e d  to  as  
'pum p p r im in g " .

In a c c o r d a n c e  w ith  th is  a d v ice  
g o v e r n m e n t  spend ing  should  r i s e  
s h a r p ly ,  s in c e  i n d u s t r i a l  c o n ­
s t r u c t io n  is  d ec l in in g  s h a r p ly  and 
u n e m p lo y m e n t  showing a s te a d y  
te n d en c y  to  i n c r e a s e .  But the 
P r i m e  M in i s t e r  a n n o u n c es  th a t  
the  po licy  of th is  g o v e r n m e n t  w il l  
be to cu t  spend ing  d r a s t i c a l l y  and 
c a n c e l la t io n  of the w in te r  w o rk s  
p r o g r a m m e  is one s te p  in th a t  
d i r e c t io n .  In s h o r t ,  the  a l leg e d  
m o d e r n  r e f o r m  l i b e r a l  P r i m e  
M in i s t e r  is  p ro c e e d in g  on an  
ec o n o m ic  c o u r s e ,  the  d i r e c t  
o p p o s i te  to th a t  su g g e s te d  by the  
r e f o r m  e c o n o m is t s .  L im i t in g  
g o v e r n m e n t  e x p e n d i tu r e ,  c u r ­
ta i l in g  w age  i n c r e a s e s  and i m ­

p ro v in g  p r o d u c t iv i ty  w as the c e n ­
t r a l  th e m e  of the s p e e c h  f ro m  the 
th ro n e  at the  opening of p a r l i a m e n t  
so  we can  c e r t a i n l y  look fo rw a rd  
to  l e g i s l a t io n  of the  c l a s s i c a l  " b e l t ­
t ig h ten in g "  v a r i e ty .  The only hope 
to e s c a p e  f r o m  th is  w as  o f fe re d  by 
the P r i m e  M in i s t e r  in th is  p a s s a g e :

U n less  C an ad a  can  m a in t a in  an 
eco n o m y  th a t  is  e f f ic ien t ,  c o m ­
p e t i t iv e  and p ro d u c t iv e  in r e l a t i o n  
to  the  m o s t  ad v a n ce d  n a t io n s  on 
e a r th ,  we ca n n o t  h a v e  th e  b a s i s  
fo r  a s o c ie ty  f r o m  w hich  p o v e r ty  
h a s  b ee n  e l im in a te d ,  we can n o t  
m a in ta in  h igh  le v e ls  of e m p lo y ­
m e n t  and in c o m e  and we ca n n o t  
i n s u r e  the s t a n d a r d  of l i fe  to 
w hich  C a n ad ian s  g e n e r a l l y  a s p i r e " .

So w hat we need  as  a p r e lu d e  to i n ­
t ro d u c in g  the  " J u s t  Soc ie ty"  is 
so m e  good old c a p i t a l i s t  c u t - t h r o a t  
c o m p e t i t io n  on a w o r ld  s c a le .  T h a t  
w as no t ev e n  new  when i m p e r i a l i s m  
w as bo rn .  E v e r y  e x p o r t in g  n a t ions  
t r y s  to s e l l  i t s  w o r k e r s  the  s a m e

fo rg ed  b il l  of goods. T h a t  way l ie s  
m o r e  p o v e r ty  - not l e s s .  B e s id e s .  
P i e r r e  n e g lec ted  to  m e n t io n  the 
a l l - i m p o r t a n t  f ac t  tha t  the  U. S. 
i m p e r i a l i s t s  c o n t ro l  the  n a t u r a l  
r e s o u r c e s  w hich  a r e  ou r  ch ie f  
e x p o r t s  and . a c c o r d in g ly  p r o ­
duc t io n  and e x p o r t s  a r e  su i ted  to 
TJ .  S. n e e d s  and e x p o r t  p r i c e s ,  
a s  w e ll  a s  the p r i c e s  s e t  fo r  w hat 
we i m p o r t ,  a r e  d ec id e d  in the rJ. S. 
not in Canada.

The f i r s t  im p o r ta n t  s te p  to be tak en  
in the d i r e c t io n  of ending p o v e r ty  
is to  f r e e  ou r  eco n o m y  f r o m  U. S. 
co n t ro l .  A f te r  th a t  we can  plan 
the c o n s t r u c t io n  of an a l l - ro u n d  
eco n o m y  inc lud ing  s e c o n d a ry  i n ­
d u s t r y  and a l s o  s e ek  our  own 
m a r k e t s  to  our  own lik ing. In o th e r  
w o rd s ,  we m u s t  ta k e  a b s o lu te  
c h a r g e  of ou r  own d es t iny .

We im a g in e  P i e r r e  w il l  s tand  
a g h a s t  b e f o r e  such  a su g g e s t io n .

J. SUTHERLAND-BROWN?
T h e r e  h a s  r e c e n t l y  g ro w n  up  in 
S a s k a tc h e w a n  an  o rg a n iz a t io n  
known as  the  Col. J. S u th e r la n d -  
B row n V o lu n te e r  B r ig a d e .  The 
fo u n d e rs  of th is  B r ig a d e  a r e  m o ­
t iv a ted  by o p p o s i t io n  to the TJ. S. 
t a k e - o v e r  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  land, 
in d u s t ry  and m i n e r a l  r e s o u r c e s  
in S a s k a tc h e w a n  and a g a in s t  the  
o v e r - f l i g h t s  of U. S. n u c l e a r  
b o m b e r s .  We a r e  in c o m p le te  
s o l i d a r i t y  w ith  the a n t i - i m p e r i ­
a l i s t  s e n t im e n ts  of the B r ig a d e  
a l though  we a g r e e  w ith  F a r l e y  
M ow at th a t  t h e r e  is  l i t t l e  p o in t  in 
f i r in g  b lank  a m m u n i t io n  a t  b o m b ­
e r s  p a s s in g  o v er .  We a l s o  c o n ­
s id e r  i t  of l i t t l e  v a lu e  to go s e r v ­
ing an ev ic t io n  n o t ice  on the  Y a n ­
k e e s  u n t i l  one is  p r e p a r e d  to  e n ­
f o rc e  it. H o w e v e r ,  th o se  a r e  
th ings  w hich  the  m e m b e r s  of the 
B r ig a d e  w il l  d i s c o v e r  f r o m  th e i r  
own e x p e r ie n c e .  In the m e a n t i m e  
our  s u p p o r t  is  with the B r ig a d e  
a g a in s t  the  i m p e r i a l i s t s .

W hoever  c h o s e  the n a m e  of J. 
S u th e r l a n d -B ro w n  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  
w e l l  v e r s e d  in C an ad ian  m i l i t a r y  
h i s t o r y .  By the  s a m e  token ,  
th o se  r e s p o n s i b l e  show  s ig n s  of

a la ck  of p o l i t i c a l  u n d e r s ta n d in g .  
T h is  is  q u i te  u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  and 
w il l  be  c o r r e c t e d  with t im e  and 
e x p e r ie n c e  in  the s t ru g g le .

W hat ca n n o t  be so  l ig h t ly  d i s ­
m i s s e d  is  th e  w ay in which s o m e  
s e l f - s ty l e d  " r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s "  in 
the C N L F  in T o ro n to  eu lo g ize  
no t only the  B r ig a d e ,  but the  p e r ­
son of J .  S u th e r la n d -B ro w n .
T h is  c o n c e r n s  p r e s e n t in g  S u t h e r ­
la n d -B ro w n  in the  r o l e  of " C a n ­
ad ian  p a t r io t "  and r e p o r t i n g  h is  
m i l i t a r y  p lan  in su ch  a way as  to 
m a k e  i t  s e e m  a p p l ic a b le  to the 
co n d i t io n s  of today. T he  C N L F  
is w rong  on both coun ts .  
S u th e r l a n d -B ro w n ,  a s  head  of 
m i l i t a r y  in te l l ig e n c e  in C an ad a ,  
w as  v e r y  m u c h  a p a r t  of the  I m ­
p e r i a l  G e n e r a l  S taff  and a  r e p r e ­
s e n ta t iv e  of B r i t i s h  I m p e r i a l i s m ^  
N orth  A m e r i c a n  i n t e r e s t s  w hen 
B r i t a in  w as  s t i l l  a  f i r s t - r a t e  
p ow er  in the  w o r ld .  S u th e r l a n d - 
B ro w n 's  p lan  w as p e r f e c te d  in 
r e s p o n s e  to a r e q u e s t  f r o m  the 
I m p e r i a l  G e n e r a l  S taff  and in  the 
i n t e r e s t s  of " e m p i r e  d e fe n c e " .
It w as  no t m o t iv a t e d  by any s e n ­
t im e n t s  of " C anad ian  p a t r i o t i s m "

and w as  in f lu en ced  by I m p e r i a ­
l i s t  d e m a n d s  - -  no t C anad ian  
needs .

The r e p o r t  to  the  I m p e r i a l  
G e n e ra l  Staff u n q u e s t io n a b ly  c o n ­
ta in ed  e x p r e s s io n s  of a n t i -U .  S. 
s e n t im e n ts .  But th e s e  se n t im e n ts  
w e r e  no t a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t  no r  
w e r e  th e y  in f lu en ced  by any  d e ­
s i r e  to defend  the in d e p en d e n ce  
of C anada .  T he  r e v e r s e  s id e  of 
S u ther  land - B ro w n 1 s a n t i -U .  S. 
s tan d  w as  the lo y a l  s u p p o r t  he 
ex tended  to B r i t i s h  i m p e r i a l i s t  
d o m in a t io n  in  the w orld  a t  a t im e  
when th a t  d o m in a t io n  was being 
ch a l le n g ed .

It w as  p r e c i s e l y  th e s e  s e n t im e n ts  
th a t  s p u r r e d  D ie f e n b a k e r ' s  a n t i -  
TJ .  S. d e c l a r a t i o n s  and go t h im  
into so  m u c h  t r o u b le  with the 
K ennedy  a d m in i s t r a t io n .  But we 
a l l  know  now ju s t  how sh a l lo w  
w as th is  D ie fe n b a k e r  s tan d  and 
th a t  it  w as  no t b ased  on a n t i -  
i m p e r i a l i s m .  It is  p ro b a b ly  of 
s o m e  s ig n i f i c a n c e  th a t  D ie fe n ­
b a k e r ' s  in f lu en ce  is s t r o n g e s t  in 
S ask a tch ew an .
T h e  S u the r  land - B row n R e p o r t .



adop ted  in 1921 , did no t  d e a l  e x ­
c l u s iv e ly  w ith  C a n a d a 's  p o l i t i c a l  
and  m i l i t a r y  p o s i t io n  v is  a v is  
the  'United S ta te s .  I t s ta te d  
C a n a d a 's  r o l e  a s  a f a c to r  in  d e ­
fen c e  of the  w orld  i n t e r e s t s  of 
B r i t i s h  i m p e r i a l i s m  and only 
w ith  the  U. S. a s  one of the 
r i s i n g  p o w e r s  c h a l le n g in g  the 
d o m in a t io n  of a B r i t a in  w e a k e n ­
ed by the e f fe c ts  of a r e c e n t l y  
co n c lu d ed  a r m e d  con f l ic t .

In 1921, B r i t a i n  w as  s t i l l  d o m i n ­
a n t  in  C a n ad ian  ec o n o m ic  and 
p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s ,  and  a s  su ch ,  
s tood  as  the  m a in  e n e m y  of C a n ­
a d ia n  in d e p en d e n ce .  T he  S u t h e r ­
l a n d -B ro w n  R e p o r t  w as  d es ig n ed  
to defend  and m a in t a in  th a t  d o m ­
in a t io n  and w as  t h e r e f o r e  c o n ­
t r a r y  to the  t r u e  i n t e r e s t s  of 
C anada .

Up u n t i l  1914, B r i t i s h  c a p i t a l  
a l m o s t  c o m p le t e ly  d o m in a te d  the 
C a n ad ian  eco n o m y .  By the end of 
th e  f i r s t  w o r ld  w a r .  the  United 
S ta te s  b eg a n  to show  def in i te  
s ig n s  of d i s p la c in g  B r i t i s h  i n ­
v e s t m e n t  in  C anada .  By 1926, 
th e  to t a l  of U. S. in v e s tm e n t  h ad  
s u r p a s s e d  th a t  of B r i t a in ,  being

RAPE
F o r  the  se co n d  t i m e  in  th i s  d e ­
c a d e ,  the  b e a u t i f u l  K oo ten ay  a r e a  
of B r i t i s h  C o lu m b ia  h a s  b e c o m e  
the  v i c t im  of a m a j o r  s e l l - o u t  of 
C a n ad ian  r e s o u r c e s .  T he  f i r s t ,  
of c o u r s e ,  w as  the  C o lu m b ia  R i ­
v e r  T r e a t y  w hich  w as  p r e t t y  w e ll  
on a p a r  With th e  p u r c h a s e  of 
M a n h a t t a n  I s land  fo r  a b ag fu l l  of 
c h e a p  g l a s s  b e a d s .  Now w e have 
K a i s e r  and th e  C r o w 's  N e s t  s e l l ­
out.

H e n ry  K a i s e r  who, tw e lv e  y e a r s  
ago , o f fe re d  two m i l l io n  d o l l a r s  
a y e a r  f o r  the  w a te r s  of th e  C o ­
lu m b ia  R i v e r ,  h a s  l i t e r a l l y  
s t r u c k  gold in  the  c o a l  m i n e s  of 
s o u t h - e a s t e r n  B. C. (By th e  w ay , 
K a i s e r ' s  two m i l l io n  d o l l a r  o ffe r  
w as  a c c e p te d  by  B. C . ' s P r e m i e r  
B e n n e t t ,  but nu ll if ied  by an  A c t  
of P a r l i a m e n t .  ) T h is  t i m e  with 
the  C r o w 's  N e s t  co a l ,  a s  w ith  
the 1961-1964 C o lu m b ia  s c a n d a l ,

18 t h e r e  w as  no nu ll ify ing  A ct.

a l m o s t  50 p e r c e n t  g r e a t e r  by tha t  
t im e .

It is  ev id en t  th a t  th e  S u th e r la n d -  
B row n R e p o r t  w as  fa sh io n e d  a t  a 
t im e  w hen  th e  U. S. c a p i t a l i s t s  
h ad  begun  to p r e s e n t  a s e r io u s  
c h a l le n g e  to  B r i t a i n ' s  d o m in a n t  
p o s i t io n  in  th e  w o r ld .  T h e  B r i ­
t i s h  I m p e r i a l i s t s  w e r e  no t y e t  
p r e p a r e d  to a c c e p t  t h e i r  i n e v i ­
ta b le  f a te  of be ing  a t h i r d - r a t e  
p o w e r ,  and  even  c o n te m p la te d  
a r m e d  c o n f l i c t  to  p r o t e c t  h e r  
v e s te d  i n t e r e s t s  in  the  c o lo n ia l  
o f f s p r in g ' i n  N o r th  A m e r i c a .  
C an ad a  h ad  no th ing  to g a in  f ro m  
th e  s u p p o r t  of one s id e  a g a in s t  
the  o th e r  in  th is  s t r u g g le  - - e s ­
p e c ia l ly  no t  f r o m  s u p p o r t  fo r  
w hat  w as  th e n  th e  d o m in a n t  p ow er  
in the  q u a r r e l .

So fa r  as  th e  in d e p e n d e n c e  of the 
na t ion  is  c o n c e r n e d ,  the  S u th e r ­
l a n d -B ro w n  R e p o r t  h a s  a b s o l u t e ­
ly  no th ing  to  o f fe r  - -  u n l e s s ,  of 
c o u r s e ,  one is p r e p a r e d  to  a r g u e  
th a t  th e  r i g h t  to  c h o o s e  who w il l  
be the fo re ig n  r u l e r  c o n s t i tu t e s  
f r e e d o m .

Does the  R e p o r t  o f fe r  to  the

T h is  t i m e  a l s o ,  a s  w ith  th e  C o ­
lu m b ia ,  c o n f l ic t in g  and o m it te d  
f a c ts  m a k e  a c l e a r  p i c tu r e  of the 
f in a n c ia l  and l e g a l  o b l ig a t io n s  
im p o s s ib l e  to  p e r c e iv e .  But, as  
you c a n  t e l l  w h e r e  the  m e s s  is  by 
the  f l ie s  i t  a t t r a c t s ,  so  you  can  
d ed u c e  s o m e  f a i r l y  c e r t a i n  c o n ­
c lu s io n s  by w a tc h in g  th e  a n t ic s  
of B e n n e t t  and Co. on th i s  l i t t le  
b i t  of t r e a c h e r y .

Now, owing to  the  f a c t  th a t  B e n ­
n e t t  h a s n ' t  d i r e c t l y  d e fen d ed  h is  
p o s i t io n  w hen  h e  is  a t ta c k e d  for  
s e l l in g  too ch e a p ly ,  we g a th e r  
th a t  th i s  a l le g a t io n  is t r u e .  He 
h as  in s te a d  l a r g e l y  r e s t e d  h is  
d e fe n ce  on th e  a s s o c i a t e d  o r  r e ­
la ted  b e n e f i t s  th a t  B. C. w il l  r e ­
ce ive .  In e s s e n c e ,  B e n n e t t  
h a s  sa id  th a t  the  K a i s e r  d e a l  
w il l  p ro v id e  a  s t im u lu s  to B. C . 's  
econom y. It w i l l  su p p o se d ly  r e ­
open  and expand  c o a l  m in in g  o p ­
e r a t io n s  t h e r e b y  (1) p ro v id in g

f o rc e s  s t ru g g l in g  for  i n d e p e n ­
d en c e  any th ing  of v a lu e  in the 
m i l i t a r y  s e n s e ?

T he  m i l i t a r y  p r o p o s a l s  con ta ined  
in  the  R e p o r t  w e r e  b a s e d  on o r t h ­
odox m i l i t a r y  t a c t i c s  h av ing  to  do 
with tlie e m p lo y m e n t  of e x te n s iv e  
h e a v i ly  a r m e d  f o r c e s  in p o s i ­
t io n a l  w a r f a r e .  T h is  is  the  
n a t u r a l  a p p r o a c h  fo r  anyone  
looking a t  th e  p r o b le m  f r o m  the 
v iew p o in t  of a p o w e r fu l  w e l l -  
a r m e d  n a t io n  w ith  a l a r g e  poo l 
of r e s e r v e s  to  c a l l  upon. I t  h a s  
no r e l a t i o n s h i p  w hatever  to  the 
m i l i t a r y  n e e d s  of a s m a l l  n a t io n  
f igh ting  f o r  i ts  in d e p e n d e n c e  
a g a i n s t  a  l a r g e  n a t io n  en joying  
s u p e r i o r i t y  in  p e r s o n n e l  and in  
a r m s .  Only p e o p l e ' s  w a r  can  
su f f ice  in  su ch  a s i tu a t io n .

T he  m i l i t a r y  r e p o r t  s u b m i t te d  by 
Col. J .  S u th e r  land - B row n in 1921 
h a s  r e a l l y  no th ing  to o ffe r  in  the 
way of a c c e p ta b le  ad v ice  in the 
f igh t fo r  in d e p en d e n ce .  P o p u l a r ­
iz ing  i t  w i l l  r e n d e r  no s e r v i c e  to  
the m o v e m e n t  and could  r e s u l t  in 
r e a l  d am ag e .

jo b s  fo r  u n em p lo y ed  m i n e  p e r s o n ­
n e l ,  and (2) p ro d u c e  e q u ip m e n t  
and su p p ly  o r d e r s  fo r  o th e r  a re a s  
c r e a t i n g  e m p lo y m e n t  t h e r e  a lso .
I t  so u n d s  good, b u t  i t  j u s t  i s n ' t  
w h a t 's  happen in g .

T h is  w r i t e r  d i s c o v e r e d  d u r in g  a 
r e c e n t  v i s i t  to  th e  a r e a  th a t  w o rk ­
e r s  a r e  be ing  ev ic te d  f r o m  c o m ­
pany  h o u s e s  th e y  occu p y  in  M ichel
B. C. A f te r  ev ic t io n ,  th e  h o u s e  
is d e m o l i s h e d  and b u rn e d  " s o  
th a t  th e y  c a n ' t  m o v e  b a c k  in" a s  
a m i n o r  K a i s e r  o f f ic ia l  s ta te d .  
T h is  is  the  c r u e l  r e a l i t y  posed  to 
B e n n e t t ' s  l i e s  abou t jo b s  fo r  the 
u n em p lo y ed  in  the  m in in g  tow ns.

While K a i s e r  goes  ab o u t  d e m o l ­
ish in g  th e  ta l l ,  d r a b ,  old h o u s e s  
in  M ic h e l ,  n ew  ones  - - i n  fac t ,  a 
w hole  s u b - d iv i s io n  - - i s  being 
b u i l t  in  n e a r b y  F e r n i e .  T h e s e  
new  h o u s e s  a r e n ' t  fo r  the  u n e m ­
ployed  of the C ro w 's  N e s t  h o w ­
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e v e r  - -  they  a r e  for  the Y ankee  
e m p lo y e e s  of the K a i s e r  C o r p o r ­
a t ion .

When you th ink of i t ,  so m e th in g  
a s  big a s  K a i s e r  j u s t  w o u ld n ' t  
s e e  m u c h  s e n s e  in  buying s o m e ­
th ing lo c a l ly  when i t  cou ld  ge t  
v i r tu a l ly  e v e ry th in g  i t  n e e d s  f ro m  
o th e r  d iv i s io n s  of the o r g a n i z a ­
tion.

A lthough K a i s e r ' s  m a in  i n t e r e s t  
is  c e n t e r e d  a t  M ic h e l -N a ta l ,  the  
g r a s p in g  hiund can  be s e e n  in 
o th e r  p la c e s .  C oa l  C re e k ,  a d e ­
s e r t e d  c o a l  town ab o u t  se v e n  
m i l e s  sou th  of F e r n i e ,  is  one 
su ch  p lace .
C oa l  C r e e k  w as  c lo se d  down in 
1958. F o r  s ix ty  y e a r s  p r i o r  to  
th is  i t  had b ee n  b r e a d  and b u t t e r  
to  the  F e r n i e  a r e a . "  It w as a 
town with f i e r c e  w o rk ing  c l a s s  
t r a d i t io n s  and a h i s t o r y  of  b i t te r  
s t ru g g le .  F o r  ten  y e a r s  th e  r a i l s  
and m in e  c a r s  w e r e  le f t  to  r u s t ,  
and the m i n e r s '  h o m e s  le f t  to 
m o u l d e r  and c r u m b le .  T h en  
K a i s e r  m o v e d  in ,  t o r e  up  e v e r y ­
thing with s c r a p  m e t a l  v a lu e  and 
r a z e d  v i r t u a l l y  e v e ry th in g  e l s e  
to  the  g round .

A sad  enough end. a l l r i g h t  ( e s ­
p e c ia l ly  to  n e a r b y  r e s i d e n t s  who 
w e r e  hoping the m in e  m ig h t  r e 1 
open) - -  bu t th is  w as no p la y e d -  
out m in in g  ca m p .  F o r m e r  r e s i d ­
en ts  and w o r k e r s  s a y  th a t  the  
d e p o s i t s  a r e  b a r e l y  touched .  
C u r s o r y  e x a m in a t io n  (kicking the 
s id e s  of s e v e r a l  m o u n ta in s  with 
m y  foot) r e v e a l e d  th a t  t h e r e ' s  
d am n  l i t t l e  e l s e  u n d e r  t h e r e  - -  
the p la c e  is  lou sy  with co a l .  As 
a m a t t e r  of fac t ,  one of th o se  
m o u n ta in s  h a s  b ee n  burn ing  
u n d e rg ro u n d  m o s t  of th is  c e n tu r y  
and i t ' s  b e e n  e s t im a te d  to  k e e p  
on doing so  fo r  q u i te  a few  m o r e  
c e n tu r i e s .

A nyw ay, t h e r e  a r e  a lo t  m o r e  
w e ird  and w o n d e r fu l  th ings  abou t 
th is  s e l l - o u t ,  bu t t h e r e ' s  enough 
known abou t such  d e a l s  to d r a w  
so m e  g e n e r a l  c o n c lu s io n s .

F i r s t  of a l l ,  K a i s e r ,  l ike  any 
s t ink ing  Y ankee c a r p e t b a g g e r ,  is 
in C an ad a  to m a k e  as  m u c h  as  he 
can  w hile  g iv ing  as  l i t t l e  as  p o s s ­
ib le  in r e t u r n :  h e  w an ts  m a x i ­
m u m  p r o f i t s .  H e ' l l  ta k e  n a r r o w -  
gauge  r a i l w a y  t r a c k s  o r  any th ing  
e l s e  h e  ca n  m a k e  a buck  out of.

ON WHOSE SIDE ?
E d i to r s  Note:

The P a r i s  " P e a c e  T a lk s"  
r e g a r d in g  the  w a r  of U. S. 
A g g re s s io n  in V ie tn a m  h a v e  now 
been  going on fo r  five m o n th s .  
T hey  h av e  b ee n  a c c o m p a n ie d  on 
the b a t t le f i e ld  by e v e r  g r e a t e r  
v i c t o r i e s  fo r  th e  V ie tn a m e s e  
peop le .  H o w e v e r ,  in s p i t e  of the 
con t inued  d e fe a ts  of the  TJ. S. on 
the b a t t le f i e ld ,  s o m e  p eop le  hav e  
b e c o m e  d i s tu rb e d  by the v e r y  
fac t  th a t  " p e a c e  ta lk s "  a r e  going 
on and by co n t inued  r e p o r t s  in the 
TJ .  S. p r e s s ,  th a t  the  'J. S. is 
ge t t ing  c l o s e r ,  even  if s l ig h t ly  to 
w inning a t  the  b a rg a in in g  ta b le  
w hat i t  c a n n o t  tak e  by f o r c e  of 
a r m s .  T h e r e  h a v e  b ee n  o th e r  
r e p o r t s ,  g iv ing  h in ts  of a b e ­
t r a y a l  in  the  wind by  the D. R. V. 
g o v e r n m e n t  a g a in s t  the peop le  of 
V ie tn am . T h e  peop le  who hav e  
b ee n  ta k e n  in  by th e s e  f a l s e  r e ­
p o r t s ,  s t i l l  c a r r y  on th e i r  
d i s c u s s io n s  of t h e i r  doub ts  in a

p r in c ip le d  w ay .  and in a m a n n e r  
c a lc u la t e d  to  s t r e n g th e n  the 
s t r u g g le  of th e  V ie tn a m e s e  
people.

H o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  do e x i s t  peop le  
and o r g a n iz a t io n s ,  who h a v e  u s e d  
th e"p eace  ta lk ^ "  a s  an e x c u s e  to 
a t ta c k  the  V ie t n a m e s e  p eo p le ,  the  
l e a d e r s  and the g o v e r n m e n t  of the 

D. R. V. T h e y  do no t do th i s  out of 
ig n o r a n c e ,  fo r  th e s e  peop le  h a v e  
a c c e s s  to the V ie tn a m e s e  p r e s s ,  
and th e s e  peo p le  lend aid  and 
c o m f o r t  to the I m p e r i a l i s t  
A g g r e s s o r .

A T o ro n to  b a s e d  o r g a n iz a t io n  
ca l l in g  i t s e l f  " C a n ad ian s  fo r  the 
N a t io n a l  L ib e r a t io n  F r o n t  of 
V ie tn am "  (C. N. L. F. ) h a s  d i s ­
t r ib u te d  a m i m e o g r a p h e d  
" B u l le t in "  of r e c e n t  d a te ,  in 
which the e d i to r s  h a v e  ta k en  a s  
the m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  im m e d ia te  
o b je c t iv e  of the o rg a n iz a t io n  in

N ext - -  M r.  B ennet t .  He, o r  ary 
o th e r  c a p i t a l i s t  p o l i t i c ia n  in C a n ­
ada .  would m a k e  a d e a l  with the 
d e v i l  if  he  thought he could  cu t 
h is  " f r i e n d s "  in  and k e e p  h i m s e l f  
in public  office  for  a few m o r e  
y e a r s .

N e e d le s s  to  say ,  a few  m o r e  deals 
like th is  and the c o u n t ry  w il l  be 
in a m u c h  w o r s e  m e s s  than  it  
p r e s e n t l y  is .  By se l l in g  the  C o ­
lu m b ia  fo r  a song ,  o u r  m i s  l e a d ­
e r s  s q u a n d e re d  the g r e a t e s t  p o ­
t e n t i a l  h y d r o - e l e c t r i c  and i r r i -  
g a t io n a l  c o m p le x  in  the  w orld .

A g r i c u l t u r e  and i n d u s t r y  f ro m  
Winnipeg to  V an c o u v e r  a r e  a l ­
r e a d y  fee l in g  the  p inch  of an  u n ­
n e c e s s a r y  ce i l in g  on th e i r  g row th .  
Now one of C a n a d a 's  g r e a t e s t  
c o a l  d e p o s i t s  w i l l  be exp lo ited  in 
a w a s t e f u l  and u n p lan n ed  m a n n e r ,  
d im in is h in g  i ts  u s e f u ln e s s  to 
fu tu re  g e n e r a t i o n s  of C an ad ian s .

- -  by R o b e r t  O 'B r i e n

a t ta c k  upon the g o v e r n m e n t  of the 
D e m o c r a t i c  R epu b lic  of V ie tn am  
for hav in g  a l le g e d  e m b a r k e d  on a 
c o u r s e  of d e l ib e r a t e  b e t r a y a l  of 
th e  p e o p le ' s  w a r  a g a in s t  the  U. S. 
i m p e r i a l i s t  a g g r e s s o r .  T o  th is  
end the C. N. L. F. B u l le t in  
p u b l i s h e s  an  e d i t o r i a l  c e r t a i n  
s t a t e m e n t s  of a g e n e r a l  n a t u r e  as 
" e v id e n c e "  in  s u p p o r t  of th e i r  
a c c u s a t io n .  T he  d i t o r i a l  is 
su p p o r te d  by s e v e r a l  o th e r  a r t i c l e s  
of a l ik e  n a tu re .  We p r o p o s e  to 
both  e x a m in e  and c h a l le n g e  the so -  
c a l le d  " e v id e n c e "  su b m i t te d  by the
C. N. L. F. e d i t o r i a l  w r i t e r s .

T he  e d i t o r i a l  (on page 2 of the 
B u lle t in )  m a k e s  the  c a t e g o r i c a l  
a s s e r t i o n  th a t  th e  D. R. V. h a s  
a l r e a d y  abandoned  two of its  key  
d e m a n d s ,  p r e l i m i n a r y  to  the 
a b a n d o n m e n t  of a l l .  T h e  two d e ­
m a n d s  a l le g e d ly  a l r e a d y  abandoned  
a r e ;  (1) F o r  a c o m p le te  c e s s a t io n  
of the bom bing  and a l l  w a r - l i k e  
a c t s .  (2) F o r  the w i th d r a w a l  of 19



a l l  f o re ig n  f o r c e s .  T h is  a s to u n d in g  
r e v e l a t i o n  w i l l  no doub t co m e  as  a 
c o m p le te  s u r p r i s e  to m o s t  people  
who h a v e  b e e n  la b o u r in g  u n d e r  the  
i m p r e s s i o n  th a t  th e  D. R. V. w as  
i n s i s t in g  on C O M P L E T E  and 
UNCONDITIONAL c e s s a t i o n  of the 
b o m b in g  and a l l  o th e r  a c t s  of w a r  
a g a in s t  the  D. R. V. If the  C. N. L. F  
is  in  p o s s e s s i o n  of ev id e n c e  to  the 
c o n t r a r y  th e n  one would n a t u r a l ly  
e x p e c t  i t  to  be p r e s e n t e d  fo r  e x ­
a m in a t io n  a s  to  i t s  r e l i a b i l i ty .  
H o w e v e r ,  th e  B u l le t in  s c r i b e s  
p r e s e n t  no su c h  e v id e n c e  and by an  
u n f o r tu n a te  o v e r s ig h t  f a i l  to  s t a t e  
the  s o u r c e  of the in f o rm a t io n  on 
w h ich  they  b a s e  t h e i r  co n c lu s io n .

F o llow ing  th e  a l le g a t io n  of 
a b a n d o n m e n t  of the  above  two 
d e m a n d s  the  p ag e  2 e d i t o r i a l  goes  
on to  s ta te :  " .  . . th e  D. R. V. h a s  
c r e a t e d  a ' f l e x ib le  c l im a te '  by no 
lo n g e r  s ta t in g  th a t  th e  N. L. F. is 
the  ' s o l e  g en u in e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
g o v e r n m e n t  of the  South V i e t ­
n am ese ' . -  I t h a s  s ta t e d  th a t  i t  w il l  
a c c e p t  a c o a l i t io n  g o v e r n m e n t  and 
the  A m e r i c a n s  h a v e  b ee n  q u i te ly  
e l im in a t in g  the  w o r s t  u g l i e s  in  the  
K y -T h ie u  r e g im e .  . . "

D ep r iv e d  of a  k n ow ledge  of s o u r c e s  
we a r e  u n a b e l  to  en l ig h te n  ou r  
r e a d e r s  on th e  e x a c t  m a k e  of 
c r y s t a l  b a l l  u se d  by the  C. N. L. F. 
s p o k e s m e n .  We w i l l ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  
be f o rc e d  to  l i m i t  o u r s e lv e s  to  
c i t in g  a u th e n t i c  e v id e n c e  w h ich  
c o n c lu s iv e ly  p r o v e s  the  o p p o s i te  - 
and  we w i l l  p ro v id e  s o u r c e s .
S ince  the  B u l le t in  a r t i c l e s  a p p e a r  
to  h a v e  b e e n  p r e p a r e d  s o m e t im e  
in  J u n e  we w i l l  a t t e m p t  to  s t a y  
w ith  e v id e n c e  of th a t  d a te ,  o r  
l a t e r ,  in o r d e r  to  w a rd  off any  
c l a im  th a t  th e  B u l le t in  " e v id e n c e "  
is  b a s e d  on l a t e r  m a t e r i a l .

On Ju ly  17, a m e m o r a n d u m  on the 
14th a n n i v e r s a r y  of the  G eneva  
A g r e e m e n t  w as  i s s u e d  in  H ano i 
o v e r  th e  s ig n a tu r e  of th e  M in i s t r y  
of F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  of the  D. R. V. 
U nder  the  s u b - t i t l e  "T h e  U n ­
s w e r v in g  p o s i t io n  of the G o v e r n ­
m e n t  of th e  D. R. V. " the  d o c u ­
m e n t  d e c la r e d ;  " T h e  G o v e rn m e n t  
of the D. R. V. , . put f o rw a r d  i t s  
four  p o in ts  a s  the  b a s i s  fo r  the 
s e t t l e m e n t  of the  V ie tn a m  p r o ­
b lem .

20 " P o i n t  1 d e m a n d s  th a t  the  United

S ta tes  w i th d ra w  U. S. and s a t e l l i t e  
t r o o p s  f r o m  South V ie tn a m  and 
s to p  the  b om bing  of N o r th  V i e t ­
nam . . . "

P r s i d e n t  Ho Chi M inh  of the D. R. V.
in  h is  a p p e a l  m a r k i n g  the  s a m e  

a n n i v e r s a r y ,  d e c l a r e d :  "O u r  
s tan d  is v e r y  j u s t  and  c l e a r :  w hen  
the  U. S. i m p e r i a l i s t s  put an  end 
to  t h e i r  w a r  of a g g r e s s i o n  a g a in s t  
ou r  c o u n t ry ,  c e a s e  t h e i r  b om bings  
and s h e l l in g s  of N o r th  V ie tn a m ,  
w i th d ra w  a l l  the  U. S. and s a t e l l i t e  
t r o o p s  f r o m  South V ie tn am . . . 
p e a c e  w i l l  be r e s t o r e d .  . . "

A m a s s  pub lic  r a l l y  in  H an o i  on 
’u ly  20th (which in c luded  r e p r e ­
s e n ta t iv e s  of th e  N. L. F. )
p a s s e d  a r e s o lu t io n  w h ich  inc luded  
a p a s s a g e  id e n t i c a l  to  th e  one in 
the  a p p e a l  quo ted  above.

C o n t r a r y  to  the c l a im  of th e  C. N.
L. F. e d i to r i a l ,  s p o k e s m e n  on a l l  
of the  above  o c c a s io n s  con t inued  
to  i n s i s t  th a t  the  N. L. F. w as  " th e  
s o le  g en u in e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of the 
peo p le  of South V ie tn a m  and  on 
A u g u s t  14th, in an  in t e r v ie w  with 
R o b e r to  R in a lo d o  - a s  r e p o r t e d  in 
the  V ie tn a m  N ew s A g en c y  B u l le t in  
in  r e s p o n s e  to  the  q u e s t io n  "w ould  
th e  ta lk s  lead  to  a w id e r  d i s c u s s io n  
on a p o l i t i c a l  so lu t io n  in  th e  South? 
"Y u an  T huy ,  M in i s t e r  of S ta te  of 
the  D. R. V. r e p l i e d ,  in p a r t ; " .  . . 
A l l  q u e s t io n s  c o n c e rn in g  South 
V ie tn a m  s h a l l  be d ec id e d  upon  by 
th e  South V ie tn a m  peop le .  The 
South V ie tn a m  F r o n t  fo r  N a t io n a l  
L ib e r a t io n  is  th e  a u th e n t i c  r e ­
p r e s e n t a t i v e  of th e  South V ie tn am  
people .
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. . The F r o n t  h a s  con t in u ed  the 
V ie tn a m e s e  p e o p le ' s  g lo r io u s  
t r a d i t i o n s  of s t r u g g le  a g a in s t  
f o re ig n  a g g r e s s io n .  It is  the  
g r e a t  p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e  w hich  now 
a s s u m e s  the  h i s t o r i c a l  t a s k  of 
d e fe a t in g  the  U. S. a g g r e s s o r s  
and th e i r  la c k e y s  to l i b e r a t e  the 
South, defend  the  N orth ,  build  
up an  in d e p en d e n t ,  d e m o c r a t i c ,  
p ea ce fu l ,  n e u t r a l ,  and 
p r o s p e r o u s  South V ie tn a m  and 
e v e n tu a l ly  to  r e u n i fy  V ie tn a m  
by p e a c e fu l  m e a n s .  . .

" T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  of the  D. R. V. and 
the e n t i r e  V ie t n a m e s e  p eop le  un-  
r e s  ened ly  s u p p o r t  the  South V i e t ­
n a m  N. F. L. and i t s  p o l i t i c a l  
p r o g r a m m e " .

A l l  the  s p o k e s m e n  and d o c u m e n ts  
quo ted  h e r e  u n a n im o u s ly  r e i t e r a t e  
th a t  " th e  N o r th  is  the  f i r m  b a s e  fo r  
the  South".

The e d i t o r i a l  c l a im s  th a t  the
D. R. V. h a s  " s t a t e d  i t  w il l  a c c e p t  
a c o a l i t io n  g o v e r n m e n t" .  N e i th e r  
the s p o k e s m a n ,  n o r  the  p la c e  
w h e re  the  a l le g e d  " s t a t e m e n t "  w as  
r e p o r t e d ,  is  know n to  u s .  We do, 
h o w e v e r ,  h a v e  a  d i r e c t  s t a t e m e n t  
to  the c o n t r a r y .  In the in t e r v ie w  
w ith  R in a ld o ,  M in i s t e r  of S ta te  
Y uan T h u y  w as a sk ed :  if a 
c o a l i t io n  g o v e rn m e n t .  . . would be 
an  a c c e p ta b le  t r a n s i t i o n a l  
s o lu t io n  to  the p o l i t i c a l  p r o b le m s  
in th e  South, to  w hich  he  r e ­
plied: " T h e  q u e s t io n  of a 
c o a l i t io n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  l ik e  a l l  
o th e r  q u e s t io n s  c o n c e rn in g  
South V ie tn a m ,  m u s t  be s e t t le d  
by  the South V ie tn a m e s e  peop le  
t h e m s e lv e s  in a c c o r d a n c e  with 
the  p o l i t i c a l  p r o g r a m m e  of the 
South V ie tn a m  N. L. F. , the 
a u th e n t i c  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of the 
South V ie tn a m  p eo p le ,  w ithou t  
f o r e ig n  i n t e r f e r e n c e " .

A bout the " e l im in a t io n  of the 
w o r s t  u g l i e s ” w e h a v e  no i n ­
fo rm a t io n .  We know  only  of a 
p r e s i d e n t i a l  c a n d id a te  being  
s e n te n c e d  to  5 y e a r s  h a r d  
la b o u r  fo r  inc lud ing  in h is

" t e a - b r e a k s "  a r e  ro l l in g  along 
n ice ly .  M o re  s u g a r  M r.  H a r r i m a n "  
On th is  p o in t  of m i s - i n f o r m a t i o n ,  
Yuan T huy  sa y s :  The A m e r i c a n  
s id e  s p r e a d s  r u m o u r s  th a t  t h e r e  
h as  b e e n  p r o g r e s s .  . . r a y s  of hope,  
s t r a w s  in the  wind e tc .  , j u s t  to  
d ec e iv e  the  A m e r i c a n  people .  . . .
Its a t t e m p t  in  doing so  is  to  soo the  
A m e r i c a n  and w o rld  public  op in io n .  
If th is  is a c o r r e c t  e s t im a t io n ,  and 
we b e l ie v e  i t  to  be so , then  the 
C. N. L. F. is  a id ing  U. S. i m ­
p e r i a l i s t s  in  th e  b u s in e s s  of 
s p r e a d in g  such  r u m o u r s  th ro u g h  
the  a r t i c l e s  p u b l ish ed  in the  
B ulle t in .

We c o n c ed e  the  po in t  th a t  e v e r y  
n a t io n  h a s  i t s  q u o ta  of c o w a rd s  
and t r a i t o r s ,  and V ie tn a m  is  no 
ex c e p t io n  to the  r u l e ,  a l though  
the  h i s t o r y  of the  s t r u g g le  t h e r e  
would s e e m  to  in d ic a te  t h e r e  a r e  
l e s s  of the  v ic io u s  b r e e d  th e r e  
than  in m a n y  p la c e s  and the  
peop le  h a v e  d e m o n s t r a t e d  an  
in f in i te ly  g r e a t e r  c a p a c i ty  th a n  
m o s t  to  d e a l  w ith  th e m  - a 
c a p a c i ty  b o r n  of d e c a d e s  of 
s t ru g g le .

W hat the  D. R. V. has  a lw ays  
m a in ta in e d  is  th a t  the  s t r u g g le  
in  the  South is  an ind ig en o u s  
one a r i s i n g  f r o m  the  fac t  of 
U. S. a g g r e s s io n .  T h ey  h av e  
a l s o  in s i s te d  th a t  the p eop le  of the  
N o r th  hav e  both  the  r i g h t  and the 
du ty  to  a s s i s t  t h e i r  k i th  and kin  
in th e  South and th a t  th i s  is no 
c o n c e r n  of th e  U. S. im p e r i a l i s t .  
T h is  c o r r e c t  p o l icy  took on s t i l l  
m o r e  w eig h t  a s  the  U. S. i n ­
c r e a s e d  i ts  a g g r e s s i o n  and e x ­
tended  the  w a r  to  the N orth .

The C. N. L. F. peo p le  s e e m  to 
b e l ie v e  th a t  a d h e r e n c e  to  th is  
p r in c ip le d  p o s i t io n  p r e s e n t s  the 
a g g r e s s o r  w ith  a s t r o n g  a r g u m e n t  
in d e fe n c e  of t h e i r  m o r a l  r ig h t  to 
defend th e  South f r o m  " a g r e s s i o n  
f r o m  th e  N o r th " .  A p p a r e n t ly  the 
C. N. L. F. d i s a g r e e  w ith  the 
s tand  th a t  V ie tn a m  is  one c o u n t ry  
and one p eo p le ,  th a t  an  a g g r e s s io n  
a g a in s t  one is an  a g g r e s s i o n  
a g a in s t  a l l  and the U. S. h a s  no 
m o r a l  r i g h t  to  be a n y w h e re  in 
S o u th e a s t  A s ia .  We h a v e  a lw ays  
a f f i r m e d  the p o l icy  of one V ie t ­
n a m  and con t inue  to  do so.

p r o g r a m m e  a p r o p o s a l  to  open 
n e g o t ia t io n s  w ith  the N. L. F. 
w ith  a v iew  to w ard  ending  the 
confl ic t .  P e r h a p s  the  C. N. L. F. 
c o n s id e r s  h im  one of the  " w o r s t  
idglies"

T he  c o m p la in t  advan ced  in so m e  
q u a r t e r s  th a t  the  P a r i s  ta lk s  
m a k e  th in g s  m o r e  d if f icu l t  fo r  the 
a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t  m o v e m e n t  in

N orth  A m e r i c a  is no t  c o n s id e r e d  
by us  to be a v a l id  a r g u m e n t  
a g a in s t  th em . T h e  peop le  of V i e t ­
n am  a r e  not ob l ig a ted  to  co n d u c t  
t h e i r  s t r u g g le  in su c h  a w ay as  to 
m a k e  th ings  e a s i e r  fo r  us .  Q uite  
the c o n t r a ry :  I t  is  we who a r e  
u n d e r  a d ee p  o b l ig a t io n  to co n d u c t  
o u r s e lv e s  so  as  to  r e l i e v e ,  in 
h o w e v e r  s m a l l  a d e g r e e ,  to  r e ­
l iev ing  the  b u rd e n  on the h e r o i c  
peop le  of V ie tn am .

When t h e r e  is  a c l e a r  c h o ic e  of 
a c c e p t in g  the w o rd  of a r e p r e ­
s e n ta t iv e  of the D. R. V. o v e r  th a t  
of an  i m p e r i a l i s t  s p o k e s m a n  we 
w il l  e l e c t  to go w ith  the  D. R. V. 
F o r  ex a m p le ;  in  r e f e r e n c e  to 
H a r r i m a n ' s  c l a im  th a t  p r o g r e s s  
w as  being  m a d e  a t  " t e a - b r e a k s "  
a c l a im  f o r th r ig h t ly  d en ied  by 
the D. R. V. - th e  C. N. L. F. , 
p o s s ib ly  u n d e r  the i m p r e s s i o n  
th a t  a l l  A m e r i c a n s  a r e  fa i th fu l  to  
the " n o - ly in g "  t r a d i t io n  of G e ro g e  
W ash ing ton ,  ch o o s e  to  a c c e p t  the 
w o rd  of H a r r i m a n .  In the  
B u l le t in  a r t i c l e  s ig n ed  by P . S. T. 
we find the following: " T h e  P a r i s

H o w e v e r ,  i t  is  no t  the  e x i s t e n c e  
of c o w a rd s  and t r a i t o r s ,  and the 
need  to  be on g u a rd  a g a in s t  
th e m ,  th a t  is be ing  d i s c u s s e d  
by the C. N. L. F. What the 
s c r i b e s  in  th e  C. N. L. F.
B u l le t in  a r e  c l a im in g  is  th a t  the  
G O V ERN M EN T of the D. R. V. 
h a s  D E L IB E R A T E L Y  A D O P T E D  
t r e a c h e r y  and b e t r a y a l  a s  a 
p lank  in t h e i r  n a t io n a l  and s ta te  
p r o g r a m m e .  T h is  l ine  is  the  
c o r e  of both the  e d i t o r i a l  and of 
the a r t i c l e  by P . S. T. T h is  is 
done in  the  n a m e  of f r i e n d s h ip  
w ith  V ie tn a m .  With f r i e n d s  l ike  
tha t ,  who n e e d s  e n e m ie s ?

The B u l le t in  e d i to r i a l  sa y s :
" T h e  D. R. V. on J u n e  28th on 
H anoi R a d io ,  a d m i t t e d  th a t  
N orth  V ie t n a m e s e  t ro o p s  a r e  
f igh ting  in  South V ie tn am . A 
s i m i l a r  a d m i s s i o n  w as m a d e  by 
the N. L. F. . . T h e  D. R. V. had 
p r e v io u s ly  a t te m p te d  to  d i s ­
r e g a r d  A m e r i c a n  co nd i t ion  #2 
(to s e c u r e  w i th d r a w a l  of N orth  
V ie tn a m 's  a r m e d  f o rc e s )  by 
denying  th a t  i t s  t r o o p s  w e r e  
f igh ting  in  the  S o u th " .

T h is  is a s t r a i g h t  U. S. v e r s io n .

The g r e a t  v i c to r y  a t  Khe Sanh w as  
the c a u s e  of r e jo i c in g  and c e l e ­
b r a t io n  of a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t  and 
p r o g r e s s i v e  f o r c e s  a ro u n d  the 
w o r ld ,  bu t P .  S. T. h a s  no th ing  bu t 
s n e e r s  and c o n te m p t  fo r  it. He 
sa y s :  " th e  second  "D ie n  Bien 
P hu"  d id n ' t  co m e  off". It was 
Jo h n so n ,  no t V ie tn a m ,  who r e ­
f e r r e d  to  Khe Sanh as  a  p o s s ib le  
D ien B ien  P hu .  U. S. c o m m e n t a to r s  
in the f ie ld  to  s ig n  a d e c l a r a t i o n  
th a t  Khe Sanh would be h e ld  - th a t  
i t  would  no t  b e c o m e  " a  s eco n d  Dien 
B ien  P h u " .

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  and in s p i t e  of the 
a r r o g a n t  c o n te m p t  e x p r e s s e d  by 
P. S. T. , the U. S. m a r i n e s  and 
puppet  t r o o p s  w e r e  d r iv e n  f r o m  
Khe Sanh in w h a t  w as  a . m a j o r  d e ­
f e a t  w ith  e n o rm o u s  l o s s e s .  The 
r e v o lu t io n a r y  w o rk in g  c l a s s  p r e s s  
a ro u n d  the  w o r ld  h a i led  Khe Sanh 
as  im p o r t a n t  and s ig n i f ic a n t ,
but P . S. T. c o n s id e r s  i t  w o r th y  
of no th ing  m o r e  than  c ru d e  
c y n ic i s m .

The r e f e r e n c e  to  Khe Sanh coupled  
with the  link ing  of the N. L. F. to 
the a l le g e d  a d m is s i o n  of the  
p r e s e n c e  of N o r th  V ie tn a m  f o r c e s



in the South (an a d m is s i o n  w hich  
the C. N. L. F. o b o ro u s ly  c o n s id e r s  
a " b e t r a y a l " )  a s  a policy . T h is  
b e l ie f  is  f u r th e r  s t r e n g th e n e d  in 
the  p u b l ic a t io n  of an  e d i to r i a l  f ro m  
th e  j o u r n a l  of an  o rg a n iz a t io n  o u t ­
s id e  C an ad a  w h ich  w as  the  f i r s t  to 
lau n ch  an  a t t a c k  on V ie tn a m  (and 
r e m a i n s  a l m o s t  a lo n e  in th a t  r e ­
s p e c t  u n t i l  now). T h a t  o r g a n ­
i z a t io n  long s in c e  open ly  a c c u s e d  
the  N. L. F. of tak in g  the path  to 
b e t r a y a l  and s in c e  the C. N. L. F. 
h a s  fa i led  to  s t a t e  o th e rw is e  we 
f e e l  ju s t i f i e d  in  a s s u m in g  they  
h av e  c h o s e n  to  id e n t i fy  th e m s e lv e s  
w ith  th a t  s tand .

P . S. T. , who s i t s  a t  h is  e a s e  in 
h is  w e l l - a p p o in te d  T o ro n to  
a p a r tm e n t ,  and h a s  n e v e r  y e t  
h e a r d  a sh o t  f i r e d  in a n g e r ,  
u n d e r t a k e s  to  g iv e  the  peop le  of 
V ie tn a m  s o m e  g r a tu i to u s  and u n ­
s o l i c i t e d  ad v ice .  In h is  a r t i c l e  
he  w r i t e s :  " T h e  only  w ay  to g e t  
any th in g  out of an  i m p e r i a l i s t  
is to  b e a t  i t  ou t of h im " .  L ike  
a l l  t r a g e d i e s  th i s  h a s  i t s  e l e m e n t  
of h u m o u r .  It w as  th e  V i e t ­
n a m e s e  who, in  p r a c t i c e  and with  
the  p r i c e  of t h e i r  l i fe s  b lood had ,

m o r e  th a n  o th e r  p eo p le ,  ta u g h t  
th e  w o r ld  th e  v e r y  l e s s o n  w h ich  
P . S. T. - who w a s  b a r e l y  out of 
h i s  d i a p e r s  w hen V ie tn a m  b egan  
th is  m o d e r n  s a g a  of h e r o i s m  in 
t h e i r  a n t i - J a p a n e s e  r e s i s t a n c e  - 
now p r o p o s e s  to  te a c h  them .

We in P. W. M. w e r e  the f i r s t  
o r g a n iz e d  g ro u p  in C an ad a  to  tak e  
a d e c i s i v e  s ta n d  in  s u p p o r t  of the  
N. L. F. As long ag o  as  F e b r u a r y  
1965, the  B. C. l e a d e r s  of the

C o m m u n is t  P a r t y  p u b l i sh ed  a 
s t a t e m e n t  in  w h ich  th e y  sa id  of u s ;  
".  . . t h e r e  a r e  th o se .  . . who e m ­
p h a s iz e  w inning  in s t e a d  of ending

the w a r  in  V ie tn a m " .  We sa id  
then  th a t  WINNING is  P R E C IS E L Y  
w hat we w an ted  fo r ,  in ou r  opin ion  
a p eo p le s  v i c t o r y  o v e r  the  i m ­
p e r i a l i s t  a g g r e s s o r  w as the  only 
s u r e  path  to  p ea ce .

Our p o s i t io n  h a s  r e m a in e d  c o n ­
s i s t e n t  th ro u g h o u t .  We sa id  then ,  
and we s a y  now, so  long as  the 
peop le  of V ie tn a m  a r e  f igh ting  the 
i m p e r i a l i s t  a r m s  in hand th e y  w il l  
r e c e i v e  o u r  u n q u a l i f ied  su p p o r t .
T he  C. N. L. F. , on the  o th e r  h an d ,  
say ;  " f ig h t  th e  w a r  a s  we d ic ta te  
and fo r  o b je c t iv e s  of our ch o o s in g ,  
o r  s u f fe r  th e  lo s s  of our  s u p p o r t .  
T h e y  a r e  gu i l ty  of the v e r y  c r i m e  
of w hich  th e y  c o r r e c t l y  a c c u s e  th e  
M o sco w  c l iq u e  - b la c k m a i l i n g  a 
p eop le  f igh ting  fo r  f r e e d o m .

In the m e a n t i m e  the V ie t n a m e s e  
c a r r y  on w ith  f igh ting  the  
a g g r e s s o r  and co n t in u e  to  r e g i s t e r  
g r e a t  v i c t o r i e s .  T h e  b a l a n c e  s h e e t  
of the  p e o p le ' s  w a r  h a s  r e c e n t l y  
b e e n  p u b l i sh e d ,  l i s t in g  the 
a c h ie v e m e n ts  to  m id  - 1968.

DENOUNCING A FORGERY
D e a r  F r i e n d s ,

A fo rg e d  d o c u m e n t  h a s  c o m e  into 
m y  h an d s  w hich  p u r p o r t s  to be a 
s u p p le m e n t  to  one of m y  l e t t e r s  
f r o m  China. I ts  a i m  is no t only 
to  d i s c r e d i t  m e  p e r s o n a l ly ,  bu t 
to  a r o u s e  a n t a g o n i s m  in V ie tn a m  
a g a in s t  C hina , by a v ic io u s ,  
f a b r i c a t e d  c r i t i c i s m .

It is  a f o u r - p a g e  l e a f l e t  s i m i l a r  in 
t y p e - f a c e  and f o r m  to m y  u s u a l  
s u p p le m e n ts .  It h a s  the t i t le :  
" P r o b l e m s  A head  fo r  V ie tn a m ,  by 
A nna  L o u is e  S trong"  in l a r g e  
l e t t e r s  in g r e e n  ink. It is  da ted  
" P e k in g ,  A p r i l  1968". It c o p ie s  
m y  s ty le  and even  t a k e s  p h r a s e s  
and  s e n t e n c e s  th a t  I hav e  p r e ­
v io u s ly  u s e d ,  m ix in g  th e s e  w ith  
o th e r  s t a t e m e n t s  w h ich  I w ould 
n e v e r  u se .  M o r e o v e r ,  no p u b ­
l i c a t io n  of any  kind w as  i s s u e d  by 
m e  in A p r i l ,  1968.

I d en o u n c e  th is  p u b l ic a t io n  as  a 
fo rg e ry .  I s h a l l  d en o u n c e  it  ag a in  
in m y  n ex t  L e t t e r  f r o m  C hina ,  w hich  
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w il l  be No. 60, But s in c e  i t  w il l  
ta k e  s o m e  w ee k s  to  w r i t e  m y  nex t  
L e t t e r ,  I a m  se n d in g  th is  b r i e f  
s t a t e m e n t  to  a b o u t  60 c h o s e n  
f r i e n d s  who hav e  m e a n s  fo r  
s p r e a d in g  new s.

I do th is  no t only to  s p r e a d  as 
q u ic k ly  a s  p o s s i b l e  th e  know ledge 
th a t  th is  l e a f le t  is  a  f o r g e r y  bu t 
a l s o  to a s k  fo r  y o u r  h e lp  in 
f inding out in  w hat  a r e a s  of the 
w o r ld  i t  is  c i r c u l a t i n g  and how 
long i t s  d i s t r i b u t io n  h a s  b e e n  
going on. I m y s e l f  h a v e  only 
one copy w hich  f e l l  in to  m y  
h an d s  t h r e e  d ay s  ago. I would 
t h e r e f o r e  a p p r e c i a t e  i t  if  p e r s o n s  
who h a v e  r e c e iv e d  a copy  of the 
f o r g e r y  w ould t e l l  m e  w hen they  
r e c e iv e d  i t  and sen d  it  to  m e  
w ith  any  enve lo p e  in w hich  it  
c a m e  if th is  h a s  any  in d ica t io n
of p o s s i b le  s o u r c e .  It s e e m s  
c l e a r  f r o m  m y  s in g le  copy  th a t  
the  f o r g e r y  h a s  b e e n  done no t 
by any  in d iv id u a l  bu t  by an 
o rg a n iz a t io n  w e l l  su p p l ied  with

funds and s ta f f  and s e e k in g  to  
in ju re  both  C hina and V ie tn am .

V e ry  t r u ly  y o u r s ,  
A nna L o u is e  S trong .

Q U O TES FRO M  LB 7

Nobody in  th is  w o r ld  can  pu t on a 
p o l i t i c a l  r a l l y  l ik e  th a t  g r e a t  
e x e c u t iv e  Dick D aley  of Chicago . 
He m a k e s  i t  so  m u c h  fun being  a 
d e m o c r a t  th a t  you  d o n ' t  s e e  how 
anybody  could  be any th ing  e l s e .  
(Chicago , O c to b e r  30th, 1964)

" I 'd  l ike  to  s e e  you  s u p p o r t  the 
U. S. p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m  as  f a n a t ­
i c a l l y  a s  the  N az i  youth did 
t h e i r s  d u r in g  the  w a r .  " 
( P r e s i d e n t  Jo h n so n ,  sp e a k in g  to 
U. S. s tu d e n t s ,  a s  r e p o r t e d  in 
th e  NEW  YORK TIM ES, F e b ­
r u a r y  6, 1965)

CHINA SENDS MESSAGE TO VIETNAM
Comrade Mao Tse-lung, the great leader of the 

Chinese people and Chairman of the Central Com­
mittee of the Communist Party of China, and his 
close comrade-in-arms Comrade Lin Piao, Vice- 
Chairman of the' Central Committee of the Com­
munist Party of China, and Comrade Chou En-lai, 
Premier of the State Council, on September 1 sent 
a message to Comrade Ho Chi Minh, Chairman of 
the Central Committee of the Vietnam Workers’ 
Party and President of the Democratic Republic of 
Vietnam, and other Vietnamese Party and govern­
ment leaders, warmly greeting the 23rd anniversary 
of the proclamation of independence by the Dem­
ocratic Republic of Vietnam. The message reads 
in full as follows:

Hanoi

Comrade Ho Chi Minh, Chairman of the Central
Committee of the Vietnam Workers’ Party and
President of the Democratic Republic of
Vietnam,

Comrade Truong Chinli, Chairman of the Standing
Committee of the National Assembly of the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam,

Comrade Pham Van Dong, Premier of the Council
of Ministers of the Democratic Republic of
Vietnam;

On the occasion of the 23rd anniversary of the 
proclamation of independence by the Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam, we, on behalf of the Chinese 
people, the Communist Party of China and the 
Government of the People’s Republic of China, ex­
tend our warmest congratulations to the Vietnamese 
people, the Vietnam Workers’ Party and the Gov­
ernment of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam.

Under the leadership of the Vietnam Workers’ 
Party headed by Chairman Ho Chi Minh, the heroic 
Vietnamese people have won great victories in their 
war against U.S. aggression and for national salva­
tion. This is the result of the Vietnamese people’s 
fearlessness in making sacrifices, their arduous 
struggle, their perseverance in people’s war and 
their tit-for-tat struggle against U.S. imperialism 
which is aggressive by nature. The victories of the 
Vietnamese people’s war against U.S. aggression 
and for national salvation have contributed to the 
struggle of the people of all countries in the world 
against U.S. imperialism.

The U.S. imperialist ambition to forcibly oc­
cupy the southern part of Vietnam and divide and

separate the Vietnamese nation will never' change. 
To achieve this purpose, U.S. imperialism is ener­
getically carrying out its peace talks scheme while 
further expanding its war of aggression against 
Vietnam.. The Soviet modern revisionist leading 
clique is collaborating with it in an attempt to have 
the Vietnamese people’s war against U.S. aggression 
and for national salvation abandoned half-way. The 
Soviet modern revisionist leading clique has long 
become the No. 1 accomplice of U.S. imperialism 
in its aggression against Vietnam.

However, U.S. imperialism plus Soviet revi­
sionism still cannot save the U.S. aggressor from his 
fate of inevitable defeat in Vietnam. Their ar­
rogant and rabid attempt to redivide the world by 
collaborating with each other is meeting with 
stronger and stronger resistance from the people of 
all countries. The more U.S. imperialism and 
Soviet revisionism collaborate, the more clearly the 
people of the world will see through them as jackals 
of the same lair.

The situation in the Vietnamese people’s war 
against U.S. aggression and for national salvation 
is excellent. Although there will still be all kinds 
of difficulties and twists and turns on the road of 
advance, we are deeply convinced that so long as 
the 31 million Vietnamese people, who have long 
been tested in war, bring into full play their 
thoroughgoing revolutionary spirit and persevere in 
protracted war, they will definitely win final vic­
tory in their war against U.S. aggression and for 
national salvation.

The 700 million Chinese people will, as always, 
resolutely support the Vietnamese people in carry­
ing through to the end their war to resist U.S. 
aggression and save the country!

Long live the militant friendship between the 
Chinese and Vietnamese peoples!

Mao Tse-tung, Chairman of the Central 
Committee of the Communist 
Party of China,

Lin Piao, Vice-Chairman of the Central 
Committee of the Communist 
Party of China,

Chou En-lai, Premier of the State Coun­
cil of the People’s Republic of 
China.

September 1, 1968, Peking



\  igilance (Indian ink) Tran Van Can
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