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(Bditorial Note: This f¢ *he pilot lssue of & théoretical journal which
will be published by the RCLB up to its 2nd Congress in summer, 1981, It
is aimed first of all at the RCLB and its contacts, but there is also
a range of anti-imperialist, progressive and revolutionary peoplé who
we also hope to reach. It will mainly be geared to dealing with ques-
tions raised by the programmatic work of the League and its mass work,
and will publish articlez which will te part of a process of discussion
and summing up 1eading'up to the Congress, Different opinions on many

issues will therefore be 777 1A -Tm Tl fovwhal's  pages; all we
stipulate is that the articles should” not breach the League's security
. or be abusive,

There will be a charg° for each issue to cover its costs

The two articles in this pilot issue deal with major questions of
the struggle in Britain and the world, We would welcome readers to
take up the questions they raise.

This theoretical journal is an interim publication; after the 2nd
Congress, a new one will be launched to replace "Revolution.")
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THE ROOTS OF RESISTANCE

A EXAMINATION OF . 1NE 0P 2RESTH OF.HATIOHAL MINORITIES LU DRITAIY

The sun has. been setting over the British Enpire Tor more than 40 years
now,qnd tnou rh there are still sone scattered rennants of Enpire,like-
Ireland,Hon Kong,Belize and AnL1fum,whcre the dcscendanug of Clive and
Rhpdes still rule,hundreds of nillions of peonle once subjected to British

colonial riule’ havc freed thenselveés from that particular doxlnaulon In the
naln,tho& have exchanged one forn of donination for another,Togcther with
the rest of LhO Third Torld they are fighting for frecdomn fron the two
SUPCTHOWEY Q.And British lnperlallsu indirect econonic control hangzgs on
wherever it can,pcraablln" anong the other lesser iuperialist powers,like
Gornany,Janan and France,for a foothold, : '

The spoils of Dlundelln~ the colonics no longer flow in abundance into

he coffers of the British iapevialist rulers,Tith the crunbling of eapixe

i85 @mbso davem-s&tate of decay,lndu utf] is collaps~-

the econony inside BTl%t; _
ing tné woelfare state isgeing disnantled, and the qucueu of the uncnployod
afo steadily nounting towd¥ds three nillion,The character of decaying
1np011a119n is _ro;locuch 5ti11 nore starkly inside Bfltaln,ln the situvat-
ion. of sone ‘two million ninority pOuch nainly from the ex-colonies,living
hore, The opor0351>n off thecse peopnle,t bb increasing threai to their exist-
ence in. Britian,in tnc 1orn of dvoor lOﬂu,TG trictions on iun: )
meL01tlzonuh1p Card Ehe™ g Sac i das utmiuuory repatria
DC oun dcrutood e ccﬁ" 'conthL of Britoin's fall from in

donimance, .
These minority peonlc are generally descrit ed sinply ag the black~

E A~
ntople in Britain,but such a de pcrlntlon feils to aporoa eh the conplexity
rting point for investigat-

of concrote conditions,If we are'uo have o st
ion and analyssis,vc nust atte T todc crloo roallLy as closcly as posce-
1olo,nn11“ recogniging that will ‘st:il1l only be an ajsproxinatc and
cral description, the full tails of which can only be filied in .whon
ch practice provides ‘& tich store of knowledge,

PLP report of I9T77 states that consus cstinates "show,in.round flgurcs
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% in I97I therc were I,3 nillion non-whitec pcople in Britain originating
. thée Hew Coudonwealth countrics (but not rCCuumarlly born thoro)g

vy .accountoc for 2A per cent of the total popula ation,Innigration
‘@%igtigsﬁunow ‘that bv ;974 this fisure had xiscn to.I. 6 nillion,oxr 2.9

v Zedt o6f ‘the total pon11uclan."(“anlcl Recial Digcerinination ‘in Eng-

and,Penguin)iic can altlj assunce a figure of at least 2 nillion. pcople
n this "Wew Con: onwcal th" catcgory today.But this category excludes sonc
nportaﬁt\minqutlou,uuch as the peodnle from Brita in's oldest colony,
Iroiand,pgobl"'froﬁ countrio which wre never British colonies,and peoP10'
Thos are cssentially nigrent workCrs,Uhat i who have cone. to wor on:a
: ; ' +tle doviiyihis exanination cannot
ﬁﬁ@%u ATREritics, particularly ghe last one,
Tc can,howevexr descxid central prwocoss whercby people have conc to
11vc and work ln Britain nainly fron the eox-colonies of British inncrial-
settlors werce the Irish. Thougands of Irish aen and
itain in the nincteccnth contury. Many settled,and in sub-
ration and scitlemcnt has continucd,so that today,
citiesg of, Britein,there are large Irish conpune
ities,The latc ninctcen aid ;Lly tientieth centurics saw the scttle-
nent of thousands OL pconlo fron Eastcrn and Sosuthorn Burope, Around the
‘sanc tine the flr sottlors canc Ffron ithe new colonics sconnunities of
Chincge and ALlngnu,ln pqrtlcular,rrow in the major ports;liko London,
uqurpOOl and CardifT, Tho l1atest stage bogan in the I950s,.Large nunbors
of. pcople started to cone and uOtLlO,Dalnly forn the now-lndopondcan
w=colonics of the Third World:frofn tho Carribecan (cspecially Janaica
Ba rbmJou and ‘the snallor islands like St 1ttg),;ron the uouth Asian
uub—coqtlncnn (an first direetly from India,Pak stan,Kashnir and Bangla-
dosh, Later indir roctly " foriv the Asien pooples who had enigrated to East
A;clcan countrics ),lron Africen countriés,fron Hong Kong,Malayscia and
Singapoxre, fron Halta and Cypruu.In 4is in this latest stage that the two
nllllon "Now Connonwealth" citizens,or their parcnts,have conc.And it is
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against‘then,prinarily,%hat the present increasingly repressive policies
of decaying inperialisn arc ained,It is in. their gltuation,and that of
the Irish,that the reflection of the strugsle of the pporessed pcoples
of the Third Torld against inperialism and the two SUperpowers can bhe
seen in Britian itself, ‘ |

It is nisleading to characterise the oppression of these ninorities in
Britain in a sinplistic way.Two such oversinplifications have to bo.rofuts
cd.One is to say that they are nigrant workers, suffering’ the sanc cxploite
ation and op)ression as nigrant workers ianormany,Switzepland-and other
Yest European inperialist countrics,The sinilarities are stronj,but,’ '
whatever nay be the intentions of the British state in future,the presént
situation is that people from the cx-colonies in Britain havo a logal
right to settle,deriving fron Britain's inperialist history,whereas tho
"gucst-workers" of Gernany and clgsewherc in Europe can be legally forced
to lecave as soon as the necd for their labour-power ceases,Britian,like
France,has used its old colonising relationship to Ffill its necds for
labour-power,and has inported that relatiouship ianto Britain.The second
ovérsinplificatipn is to say that the issuc ig one of racisn, that the
ninorities in Britain are exploited and oppressed because of racial diff-
erences from the najority,white,population,This arguncint nust be exanined
in grecater detail later,becausec it contains part of the truth,It sufficcs
here to point out its two nain inadequacies,It fails to oxplain the Spec-
ific conucxion between Britian's colonial past on the one hand and the
settlenent and oppression of pcople fronm the ex=-colonics on the other,

And it doos not take account of tho Ffact that oppressisn nust derive fron
gg_objective.naterial;basisjrather fron an idcological _phenononon, such as
racisn, _ _ ’

As a pmelininary to analysis,certain propositions can be sget out which
describe the concrete situation of the ninority peoples in Britain:
LeThey arc all fron opnressed nations,nainly fron Third Torld countrics
once dircct colonies bf thc British Enoire, o
2,They left their original. honmclands because the plunder and pauperisation
of thosc countries by British inperialisn made it inposeible to. nake a’
livingz there, _
3¢They suffex from a special oporescion herc,diffcroent from that of the
najority population,and this oppression stons from the British irperialist
ruling class and their statc,
4,They reot antagonisn fron the najority population,This antazonisn is
nainly fornulated in terns of so-called racial difforonccs,par%icularly

skin-colourxr,

5¢This antagonisn is crcatcd and pronoted by the imperialist ruling class,
aind results in a division of tho working clas: and working pcople,

G.Their spacial oppression is inecreasingly playing a part in a goneral
developnent of state ropression and faseist tendencics in Britain,

These propositions go sonc way towards showi.g the link botween inper-
ialisn,the settlignent and speecial opirossion of the ninority peonles in
Britain, and tho idcology of racisn,But they also throw up cerain quostions
which roquire deepor analysis.Vhat is the specific anturc of this opp-
resnion?How can this oppression be fought?How cen the fight against this
opprossion be linked with the strugsle of the whole working class for. the

oo a?

revolutionary overihrow of tho British inperialist ruling class?

NATIONAL OPPRESCION. OR "RACIAL" OPPRESSION?

The ‘historical deveclopment of the oparcssi-n of these nbnoritios
orientatcs Marxists to consider its relationship to the national question,
The ox-colonios fron which these ninoritics cane were oprressed as nations
by inperialisn.Colonial donination of,for inStance,India,Janaicg or Zin-
bawe,was. the historical phenomenon of a stronger nation oparcscing weaker
nations,denying. then the right to sclf-detrrmination as nations, preverrting
their developnent of national econonies,national po;itical institutions,
even national cultures and languagcs.Inperialisn control .ed their raw
natcrials,land and labour power.Any develoonent of thoir narkcts,o?-cap-
italist rclations in industry or azriculturc that took ‘place was either
directly or indireetly undor imperialist’‘control,to serve the igﬁe;ests
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of the opprossor nation,not the gppres. .,h n it suitcd Britain in
carlicr years to transport Indian WOEPOfS to Africa or Chincsec workers to
Ma l%jw,thlu was duc to thce oppressor nation's control over the labour-
nowck of the oporossod natiows.It was a continuation of this control when
Britain brought Irislh workers to Britain in. the I9th'contury and workecrs

frorm-the Carribean and South Asia in- the twenticth century,.

These minoritics have bhemn scparated fron their honelandc, fron heir
orig ;nml nablonu,oy icperialisnsAnd inperialisn,in continuing to oporess
thén in Britain,continucs their national oprrossion in a dlf“orovt forn,
Tuperialisn auﬁu ag capitalisn did in Russia in the pasz whon tho situatf
ion otcurred which Stalin dcoscriboeds"the persons constituting a nation: do
not always live in onc conpact nassithey arc froquontly divided into:
sroups,and in theat forn arc interspercoed among foroign national organicna.

' C carch

It is capitalisn which drives then into other roglons and cities in s
of a livelihood,But when they cntoer forcign anational territorbes and
ohorc forn ninorities thcse Qroupu arc nadc to suffcr by the local ation-
al H,JorlﬁlCu in the way of linitations on tnc1r 1¢n”ua"oa,schools ctc "
(Harxisn and the National Question,I9I3.7orks 2,n.334). ' '

Lo choracterise thoge ninoritics as national nluorlLlom,and to infor
that the onoregmion they suffer is national opnnroosidn is uot”tb.dcny.ume
cxistence of tho phoenonenon of racisn,On  the contrary,racisn can- bo. oX=-
nlaincd as deriving from a naterial,rather than a nctaphys 1eal,u%u19.
Racisn is an idcology conforning to thao ncecas of a particular ruling
clace in a particular sta 5 C of goclictysinperialics D.”hllC racist ideolosy

cs in.conzon with the tendecncy of all social

0]

nay. ohiprec sonc chur actc r1° t i
sroups to %o dolmrcubb thengelves fron thoir neishbours uld to crcate.
i o

tiricial diffcrencig bagod on idcolozical SLGrCOLynCo,racisi ios distinct
hoSC.1t 18 ‘A BnCCcific idcolony arising il o Sncclific historical
' ialisn thecrce was no necd to develop a- thcorJ’ofV“ acgos”
fake! ;1nd,ur0ﬂ” which onc, the “whitc racch,was scen as uuporlor to theo.
rc the "black” or "non-white racos",.But inpevialisn had to develon

a th@orJ,uo~oxplain and Juutlf[ its subjugatisn of the other nationg
the world, _ . '

It.is dubious whother therc is any ncaningful,lct alonc uscinl,biolog-
cal eoncocpt of "race",The poériod of the crcation of classifications of |
nankind on the bm?is of_gto ter or lessor degrces of phys iaal'résenblaﬁco
in ccrtain respects,such as gkin-colour,facial apncarancc,typc of hair,
ctey,was the poriod of the risc of 1n3xrlalist donination,"Ra cilal™ typol-—
ormics are conceptua lly ingcpar aolo fron the notion of the superioqriiy, -
and inlorloxlny_OL raccs Much of the work of carly phvs1c 21 - anthropolog=
iubo was devoted to noguurld" physical charactceristics in a way which thcy
popcnlmnnd could provide cvideunce fox this o that thcory of a connexion
between diffcrences in physiognony and hypothetical diffcrcnecs in intolle
igence,Such efforts can now bo geen as ludicrous, elthough .they have their
nodern counterparts in the writings of Eysencl,Joenscn ctc, (By co%nurisom,
diffcrences and sinilaritics in langnazcs, and the -division of lang uazcs
into groups,arc the subjoct of noaningful and uscful scicentific cnudj But
uhcrc is no question of aWj hicrarchy of higher and lower anong languagc p)

“Nerecas the concent of racc is cssentially an ideologmical fiction,calc-
nlated ©o providc o justification for the donination of soue nhylonu'oVor

okherg, the, concent of nation is bazsced on rcal social phononona,Nationa
fornaotion is a historical hrococgs,involving the dovelopnent of ccecriain
real, social characterigtics—lanzuasc, culturcLecononV,hsvcholoﬂical_aaxo-
@n bascd ol coumon history-within a sivon tepritoxry,And whercas the sunor
Lﬁfiﬁv apd dnfoxiority oF "rnoos" 16 o nvel, the donination’' end subordinat-
ian oFf nationg i1 the era ofi ioncrialign is historical fact.Racisn,a’
svgten of false ideocas producing i oullﬂﬁﬁ of sunecriority and hatred,is
cafculatcd to cover up thc roality of national opproession, o
"The ovcrwhoe 1ﬂln0,wblIllﬂ” factor of racz, the doctrine of inhorent
idecologues,has sunk decp

Black inferiority pcrpotmated by ruling clagss 1 p-
1nto the. think 1nv of A“prlccns.lt has becoue ‘endonic,perncating the cntire
“structure of US life,Giveh this, the Blacks éould,only renain pernanontly
unabsorbed in the ncow world'v_'moltino pot’ ‘ )
"The race factor has 1uo 1oft 1%3 8T 1fnu on the congciousncss of the
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Black nation,creating a powerful nystification about Black Anericans which
has secxved to obscure their objective status as an opyressed nation,It has
twistod the dircction of the Afro~Anerican Iiberation novenent and scarred
it while still in its cnbryonic stote,"(Haywood,Black Bolshevik,p 233),

So writes Harry Heywood, a lecading Marxist thinker from the Afro-Anerican
nation,Ideas that distinct "races" <xist as objective categories and that
oppression can be cxplaincd as "racial" oppression ‘are themselves nythical
ideas derived fron the ideolology of racisn itsclf,Racist ideas exist,and
they nust be understsod because thoy nake national ovporossion nore vicious
at the sane tine as obscuring its itrue nature,Hoywood Says elscwheres
"racisn is just a snokescrco.n to cover up national oparession and the
cxploitation of the cntirc working class,"(Class Struggle, Journal of the
CPMLUS, intexr I979,quoted on p.d0,)

IS THERE A BLACK NATION IN BRITAIN 7

These quotations from Haywood raise the issuc of- the Black nation in
the USA,The scicntifically analysod,tricd and tested,llarxist thesis that
the Black people in the Black Belt arca of the Southorn states in the USA
consiitute a nation,with the right to sblf-dotqrmination,up to and includ-
ing scparation,was first put forward by Lenin,After intense struggle,it.-
vas accepted by the CPUSA in the 20s,and was put into practice with-grecat
succces in guiding theo cless strugsle in tho USA.Alﬁhough_the_rovisionist
CPUSA of today has dropped it,it is still tho linc of gonuing Connunist
organisations in Anerica, such as the CPMLUS and the Lecaguc of Rovolutione
ary'Strugglc-(HL).Ii is an onalysis bascd on the spccific-conditions of the-
origins and developnent of tho Black pcosle in the USA, - .

In Britain today it is necessary to develop an analysis which conforns
to the speeific conditions of thec national ninoriiy people here,Nothing
could ‘be norc absurd than to asscrt that there are two nations in Britain,
a black nation and a whitc nation,And yet a position renarkably sinilar to
this has recently been put forward by agroup of orzganisctions calling for
the foundation of an "Afro~Asian-Carribean Orzanisation in Britain", The
position is put forward i a rathor Ltentativo and qualificd nanier,but its
general dircction requires asscsanent nonctheless.The group says:"In the
last few years,the political. proccsses at work in this country (which have
been,in the nain,hostile to cthnic ninority pconle) have increasingly _
identificd,isolated and ¢xploited the pecosle fron the Carribean, Asia and. -
Africa to such =2 degree that we now virtuslly face a two nation situation
in Britain:onc conprising the najority,ieCe indigenous whites, and +tho
other « loosc congloncration of peconle origincting fron the Carriboan, Asia

t
C,

and Africa.., Thesc ncgakive and hostile political activities have foreccd
the predictable scparate "National! identity anong our pcople, ., "
(Enphasis ninc,For Tull Toxt 500 quoted in Lalkar, Junc I980,

If o nation of the peojle fronm tho Carribecan,Asia and Africa rcally
existod in Britain,such o nation would have the right to self-dcternination,
including the right to scparation,A cursory glancc at the factors of torrw
itory and cconony shows that this is unrcalistic,Althousgh there are arcas
of concentration of the national ninoritics in Britoin,nainly in the ind-
ustrial towns and citics;therc is no arca larger than a few squarc niles
in which thcsec ninoritics,cither togecther or separately,nake up the najor-
ity of the population -or have donm historically.Secession is inconceivable
without o hono territory,And although there arc a fow businosses,banks and
shops omméd by national ninority pcople,there is no basis Ffor a conmnon
econonic systen, scparate fron the overall cconony doninated by the British
nomopoly capitalist classynor has theore cver be n the historical potential
of this, - P s ey

Then thore-is the fact that those ninorities. arc fron different nationg;
It is not porhaps beyond theo bounds of possibility that all thesc .ninorit=
ies could,at sonc stage in the renote futurc, assinilate togecther into.a
connoir national culturc and psychological nake-up,But that is the realn of
sclence fiction,not of thc rcal world today,There are national differonces
between all these ninoritics, just as there are between thon and the nation=-
S,Pakistanis,Bangladeshis.Kashniris,Janaicansg

al najority,They are Indiant )
Barhadians,Ghanaians,Nigerians,Chinese,Maltoso ctc.Between the countries

- -
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off origin of these ninorities there are nany thousands of niles in naay
cases ,and there are differences in culture,language and psychological
make-up as great as those beiween any nations of the world,¥hat they have
in comnon is their historical and modern oppreseion by British 1nper1allsn
To ghexe o comaon eneny is an excellent basis for unity against national
opnrescion;but it.-is far from beins the basis for natimihood,

On -the other side. to characterise the nugorlty nation -as "indigenous
whlteﬂ?;uhowu a parked lack of sensitivity to the ‘national question and.
of awareness of notontlal wllleg.The Irish are twhiteybBut if they are not
seen as 1nd1¢onou ythey are ignored. altogether,If- chJ ‘are’ seen as indig-
enous, they are lumped together with the najority nation, despiite. their -
national oporession in Britain and their conmon history - n1th the. people
of Third Yorld countrlou in the continuiag stru ;zle against:British inper-
ialism,And the "indigenous whites" nust be ﬂPon to include the Scots and
the ueluh along with the English.So Scotland and: Tales, the only real opn=
ressed nations in Britain,which have the characteristics of nations and
the right to self-deternination,including the rizht to sceparation, are
ignored,while a snurious nation ig created by wishful thinking,.To fight

national oporession ceffectively,it is nccessary for all the nationally
oporessed,nations and national nindrities, to unite,;not” to cut thenselves
of £, fron ohe another, oo
Thls "Black nation™ position also fails to nake any analysis of the

1nd1genouu whites" in terns of class.Thus it does nothing. to point-the |
way forward for schieving an end to national opprescion,For the- enceny of -
the onwnressed nationalities in Britain is the British inaerialipt'rdling
CluanTﬂlS is also the encny of thc Lnolo working class in Britain,The

worhlqﬁsp; s can-ncher frec itself fron its exploitation without the -
overthrow of national onprc sion,And natisnal oppréssion can never be

ended without the enancipatién of the working class,Both require the dest-

ruction of the .rulc of the inperialist class,This is a point to which we
nust return.

THE NATIONAL QUESTIO:T IS RELATED TO ITS HISTORICAL CONTL:X

‘Thexre are then national ninorities,which are aot ‘nations ,but which are-
nationally oppressed within Britain,fxactly which are these atisnal nin-
orities cannot be preciscly deternined without due 1nvcst1@axlon but nost
clearly anong then are the ninorities fron the Third Torld ex-colonies’
and existing colonies (such as Hong Kong) and the Irluh ninority,The rul-
iﬁg'cldsu of Britain,inasnuch as they adnit the exigctence of these ninor=
ities at all,regard then as "racial" or “"ethnic" ninorities,(The tern
"ethnic" is derived fron the Greek word “enhno°",nc wning Nation,3ut
"ethnic" is not used in this sense,The dictionary dcfinition is "pertain-
ing to race",and this is the sensc in which it used today,particularly by

'llberalg who inagine it avoids the pejorative connotation of the word

a01a1")}nh110 the objective policy of the ruling class and the state is
to oppress thesc ninorities,a liberal facade has also been adopted towards
therny enbodied in Race Relations 1eglalatlopand institutions like the
Connunity Relations Councils and Conaisscion for Racial Pqugllty.Theue
“liberal" policies arc principally ained at absorbing the national.-ninor=
itics into the British population.This is to ignore objective facts and
the real contradictions,in the hope that they will gradually disappeal,

A Marxist position nust be to fight agalnst all national oppression -
and for the rights of national ninorities.But there is confu31on on the
nanlonal question anong Marxists,which leads to a conclusion of the necd
dvocate and fight for the.assinilation of national ninorities into
‘naJorltj nation,a view ronarkably sinilar to the Bourgeois Liberal:
weThis vicew is expressed in an article in Lalkar (June 1900) It nust
be dealt w1th at sone length,bccausc-it distorts the esscence of Lenin'
and Stalin's position on the national ques stion,and diverts the strug*le
a'alnst ‘the oppression of national ninoxities into a ‘bourgeois backwater,

The article bC”lnu by naking an escontially correct,if sonewhat nechar-
ical,repudiation of. the "Black nation" pOgltloﬂ dealt with above,It thon
nanages to deny the nrogréssive nature of the sirug: ‘le of oppressed nat-
ionalities (nations and national ninoritics) a Qalnut inperialisn,in the .




course ‘of ‘arguing the "inevitability of the assimilation of ‘the black population, : '

.The article achieves thig cdistortion of reality by meglecting that Harxism is a developing.
science,which-thinkers like Lenin,Stalin and Hao dedong have_a@venqed by applying‘its basic
principles and: metheds to concrete reality and concrete practice in a changing world.The
national question is one of the most complex phenomena in the world, and solutions to any
particular.hatiomal problem cannct be found by applying a formula instead of analysing
¢oncrete conditions.lne of the greatest changes in the line up of opposing class forces in
the world occured in 1917,with the Cctober revolution,and this change significantly developed
ieninist theory on the naticnal guestion,Yet. the Lalkar article relies‘exclusively'onAthree
articles,all written before 1517~ Stalin's "Harxism and the National-,;uesntion".ugzz),and o
Lenin's "Critical Lemarks on the MNational wuestion''(1913) angd "Right of Nations;to Self-
,Determination"(ﬂ914).These are extremely important works of historical materialiss,but they
have to be read in the context of the specific questions with which they deal and the sSpec-
ific stage at which thoy were writien, . : _ , e :

The importance of this can be Seen from the later works of Stalin himself,in which he.. .
refers to these earlier writings,.in the Foundations of Lleninism (192%), Chapter VI,8talin .
quotes from' Lenin's CRMQ."Developing capitalism,’says Lenin,"knows two historical tendenCie§
in the national guestion,First:the awvakening ¢ national life and national movements, struggle
against all national oppression,creation of nation states.3econd:development and acceleration
of all kinds of intercourse betwecn nationc,breakdown of nagional barriers,creation of the
interngtional'uhity of capital,of economic life in general,of pelitics,science ete, .

"Both-tandencies are ‘a world-wide law of capitalisn,The first»p@edominates at the beginning
of itswdevelopment,the Second characterises mature capitalism that ig noving towards its - _
transformation«ihto~socialist'sOCiety." _ . _ e L

This refers to developing capitalism.But Stalin looks at it in the context of imperialism,
which is the moribund ang parasitic stage of capitalism.je writes:"For imperialism these
two tendéncies represent irrenoncilable,cqntradictions;because imperialism cannot exist ..
without exploiting colonies and forcibly retaining them within the framevork of the E
'integral whole';because_imperialism"can bring nations together only by means of annexations
and colonial conQuestjﬁithout'Which*imperialiSm is,generally speaking,imconceivable.

"For communism,on_the_C?ntrary,these tendencies are but tyo sides of a single cause- the
cause of the“emancipétion*cf’the oopressed peoples from the yoke of imperialism;because
commiinism knows that the umion of peoples in a single world econemic System is possible
only .on.the basis of mutual confidence and voluntary agreement,and that the road to the .-
formation of a voluntary union of peoples lies through the separation of the colonies ‘from
the ';ptegralj'imperialist lwhole',through the transformation of the colonies into independ-
ent stategg",(Fekihg~edition,pp.78—?9.) o ' -

Thus it is no longer Just a guesiion of capitalism at ihe beginning of its development .
knowing .the tendéncy_of'”awakening of nayional life and naticnal MOvements,struggle against
all national oppression,creation of nagion states™ ;and mature capitalism being characterised
by "déveldpment and acceleration of all kinds of intercourse between nations,breakdown of -
national barriers;"etc,or iwperialism the two tendencies are in contradiction.Imperialism-,
can only break down national barriers by force,by national oppression,.But fop communism,
the deadly. enemy of imperialism,they are not in contradiction.For comsunism fights for the
liberation of oppresssd nations,which alone can provide the bagis for the eventual voluntary
union of -free peoples, - : : .

And coumupism faghts for the abelition of all national Oppression,which it can only
achieve by the socialist revolution,Under socialism the emphasic must. be oh promoting the.
developgent of nations and national cultures,as Stalin makes clear in his article,"The
National Guestion and Leninisn® (1929),in which he talks of "the awaltening to life of :
ritherto unknown op little known Rationalities' {Works 11,p 359),and describes the socialist
state as one where "nations and national minorities Bay be equal and develcy fréely"(ibid,;
» 35%).In that article,Stalin is educating comrades who think that the victory of socialism
ln one country should entail "the disappearance of national differences and national lang- .
nages,tde.ama;gamation_of nations and the formation of one common language.”(ibi&,p'356).'.
ie points out that they fail to see "that the national question is not always of ome and _
‘he same charicter,that the character and the aims of the national movement vary with the
‘ifferent periods in the development of the revelution.'"(ibid,p 365) He points out that the
olicy of the-Eﬂséian'Marxists wvas different in two historical periods.In the period before

he first Worla War,when CRENQ and MNQ weme written,the national question was -linked with

he democratic revolution in mssia,"Cupr Farty held that the overthrow of tsarism,the abol-
tion of the relics of feudalisnp,and the complete democratisation of the countpy provided
he best solution of the national Question that was possible within the fravework of
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capitalism,"(ibid,p %66).But in the period of the first World War,"when the united front of the
orking class of the advanced caapitalist countries and of the oppressed pecples of the colonie
“gnd dépefident countries began to be a real force,when,consequently,the socialist revolution
becamé the guestion of the moment ,the Russian Marxists could no longer comtent themselves with
the policy of the preceding period;and they found it necessary to link the solution of the
fational and colonial question with the fate of the £ocialist revolution.,' (ibid,p 367)..

This article of Stalin's demonstrates the strength of Narxist theory on the national question
its "ability to relate to changing concrete conditions,and the error of taking in isolation an
analysis based on a particular period of the revoluticnary struggle and applying it blindly to
"very different concrete conditions in a different stage.But this is what the Lalkar article doe
It takes Stalin's thesis in MR, that "a nation is a historical category belongéng to a defin-
‘iteAépoch,the;epoph;of rising capitalisu',and applies it dogmatically. to the events in the
.whole world. in the present period.it states:"What took place in iz destern Europe earlier
.(roughly between 1789 and 1871) took place in Eastern Europe and Asia,where capifalism was
:later in developing,a century later,i.e, from the turn of the 20th century.,.The same process ii
‘teking place under our very cyes in Africa today,where varicus politically strong peoples and
tribes have takeh upon themselves the task of amalgamating various peoples and welding them
‘into natiolis.,.ind in this process of nation-formation the bourgeoisie everywhere plays the
leading role."(Lalkar,p 8,col 1),The article then quotes Lenin's outline in RHSD of how the
rising bourgedisie forges a nation state,and comments:"These then are the historical and econ-
omic conditions of the national movements and of the formation of nations,"{ibid),
©'In destern Europe,when the bourgecisie triumpked over feudalism,they did play the leading
role in national movements and in nation-formation.But the world has changed since then,
Imperialism has developed.ind the oppressed nations have struggeld and are strugggling today
to form' nation states in the teeth of imperialiem’'s denial of their right to national independ~
ence.The imperialists,and particularly the two superpowers,prevent the successful completion of
the national democratic revolution ig hsia and ifrica.in Africa the boundaries within which the
nationd) movements are taking place have little or nothing tc do with "tribes" evreything to
dowith imperialism's carving up of Africa.ind the successful national democratic revolutions
in the 3rd dorld are not led by the bourgcoisie,even by the national bourgeoisie as opposed to
tiz compradors,but by the proletariat in alliance with the peaseniry and the national bourg-
eoisie,

ASSIMILATICN I8 IR ELEVANT

This absence of any attention to imperialism runs throughout the article.It naturally affects
the analysis of Britain.In Britain,the article says,the process of sation-formation was settled
long ago (the Scots and the Welsh might not agree) and subséquently Britain has"absorbed
literally millions of alien people.""The black population is sooner or later bound to be-
assimilated and form part of the Dritish nation" in the same way.'This is in conformity with
the historical laws of the development of capitalism,."There follows the quotation from Lenin's
CRHQ cited above (p 6). :

The absence of attention to imperialism begins to strike houe alrcady.Britain today is
regarded in exactly the same light as Lenin regarded the backward Russian capitalism,emerging -
from feudalism,in 1913,.British capitalism is regarded as a progressive force,progressive as far
a8 'its attitude to national mincrities anyway,and there is a touching faith in its ability to ,
produce .a happy accord between all the nationalities in the country,provided they are prepared
to be fused into one, '

The article proceeds to use guotations from MNG to illustrate the essimilating tendency of
apitalism.Capitalism draws the peasantry into the towns.For highly developed countries,the
»®ople of non-industrialised countries act as the peasantry,and they are drawn into those
industrialised countries.Comparison is made with the Jews in Russia and their assimilation,

'The example of the Jews is a very instructive one for our purposes.ihat is true of.the Jews
iving in Europe,America etc, is also trus of the black people lizming in Britain,ip Western
lurope "and imerica,ind nowhere in these countries do the black people comstitute a separate -
1ation,"(It might have been wiser to leave the question of America to be decided by American
omrunists!)"The black people living in these areas constitute national minorities (nct nations)
rithin integral regions of compact majorities of other nationalities (which are nations),"”

here follows a passage pointing out that as national minorities,their existence as nations is
ndermined and they are put on the road to assimilation.This passage is teken,word for word,
Tom Stalin's MNQ,except that where Stalin writes Yithe Jews'" the article substitutes "the

'lack people".While noting,with Stalin,that the objective process of assimilation gives rise to
. demand for a guarantee against assimilation,the article then stetes,as Btalin:doés not,that.
ar-from fighting for 'such a guarantee,we should fight against all factors which retard this
bjectively. inevitable assimilation,”namely discrimination and violence directed against black -
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people.ie should fight against all privileges of any nation,againsﬁ;allweXCeptionalism,against~
all inequality of languages and against all violence and discrimination against any national
minority,We should. fight for the equality of rights of all the people of various national minot
ifies.HOﬁever“this can only be achieved in the course of the struggle for greater democracy,anc
of course,in the struggle for socialisg,It caniot,according to the article,be. achieved by
clamouring in 'd reactionary fashion against assimilation."” i

“The article is wrong to say the example of the Jews is a particularly instructive one,The
Jews in Russia were not drawn there by imperialism,nor did they live in & decadent imperialist
State,nor did they come from an existing nation elsewhere,The guestion of national minorities
in Britain is intimately linked with the question of imperialism.ind the question that confront
natiopal;mipérities in Britésn is their oppression by the imperialist state.InStead;of_dealing
with this question the article emphasises their absorption into the majority nationality,It +
raises the struggdd against aspects of their oppression,not to attack that .oppression,but as a
means to facilitate. their assimilation and the destruction of their national identity and their
characteristics as a national minority.it talks of the "equality of rights of all the people of
the various naticnal minoritics,"This formulation makes it a question,not of the equality of th:
national minority,as such,with the national majority,but of the individual rights of individual
persons,National minorities are oppressed as a whole,and they need equality as a whole.

How the article turns its fire on any opponents of the "assimilation is inevitable' thésis.
It quoteés Lenmin's attack on the Jewish "Bundists" from CiNQ.lenin there stated that the tendenc)
of capitalism to effect the asssimilatiocn of nations is ome of the greatest forces transforming
copitalism into socialism,"Later Lenin talked about how New York,in the period 1891-1900,ground
up natidnal distinctions,and of how there is,in the process of capitalist assimilation,"immense
historical progress,the breskdown of the national bigotry of the backwoods- especially in ~
Backward countries like Russia,” . -

' Heré it is appropriate to recall Stalin's werning in 1929,in NQL,that the national.guestion
in the era of the struggle for democracy in backward Russia is not the same as in the era of
imperialisn and the socialist revolution.There is a difference between developing capitalism,
in bdckward Russia or in America emerging from bedng a colony itseif,and the moribund stage of
impéri&lism,ﬁhen capitalism has divested itself of any progressive tendency and can bring
Rations together only by violence and national oppression.ind as for Anerica,leaving aside the
arrogant denial of the existence of the Black nation in America,it should be clear to anybody
7ho has even read about the USLZ that racism and the intensity of naticnal oppression has made
it imposcible for the Blacks,as well as Chicanos,Fuerto Ricans,Chinese and Japanese fmericans,
t6' assinilate,even over cénturies, . : i

The ‘article totally distorts the question of acszimilation,Lenin praised.it at a certain stage
:n the struggle for democratic rights in backward Russia,but even here he did not argue that’
Iommuqists.Should‘fight for it.Gtalin's remarks in "Taske of the University. of the Feoples of
‘he Zast" (1925) give a more balamced picture."Undoubtedly some nationalitiecs may,and perhaps
:ertainly will,undergo a process of assimilation.Such processes have taken place before,The
'point is,however,that the process of -assimilation of some rationalities doos nov exclude,but
resiipposes the oprosite prosess of the strengthening and further development of guite a number
£ existingfénd'develcping nations;for the partial process of assimilation of individual nationas
lities is the result of the general process of  the develcpment of nations."(Jorks 7,p 142)..
talin writes of a possibility of assimilation,of the partial process of assimilation of some .
atiohalities.That is entirely different from saying that the assimilation of - all national
inorities is inewitable,ind it is entirely different‘from_actively supporting assimilation,
rom whatever altruistic motives,when the pr people of national minorities are fighting nation~
1 oppression and assimilation is one of the weapons being used against them by .the imperialist

uling class and isk its state, . . : .

The culmination of the article is an attack on the slogan of national cultire.it poses two
lternatives:"the international culture of democracy and of the world werking class movement",
r "narrow nationalism",In India,it says,different pecples came into’ sach cthers' aréas to -
rik,and’ through the development of capitalist productive. forces Biharis became Punjabis and
injabis Biharis and so on.in Britaiz;it says,once there was feudal culture,now there is capit-

i
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{15t culture,one day. there will be socialist cultire, - e o ¢

And Britiéﬁ'culturé'is also changing because pedple with different cultural backgrounds
1termingle,are.assinilated,and impart richness to the. culture.The black people will also add

' this richness,The article gives two examples of this.First,the British diet-has become spicier.
!cond;tﬁéfBri‘igh:democratic.and working class culture will be enhanced "through struggle: -

;2inst ‘racial and national oppression,through their struggle against exploitation and their
ipport for proletarian and liberation movements all over the world,"
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sut the slogan o national culture is "bourgeois (and often also a Black-hundred and clerica
_deception,"says the article,quoting CRNQ again.,Just as‘Briﬁish peoletarians cénno?’accgpt the
slogan of national British culture,so the black people cannot adopt bourgecis*natlonal'slpgans

like the slogan of national culture,If they do,they become like the Jews in Russia again,whom

“‘Lenin (in the context of struggling against the Bundists) called encaies of the proleétariat if
" ‘they put forward the slogan of Jewish national culture,And,gpparebtly thinking it is driving

this point home,the article points to the rise of Zionism and its use by imperialism to oppres
the Palestinian and Arab peocples, , ‘ L
-This passage entirely distorts the role of culture in the. struggle against national,anqvclas
Oppression.On the one hand there is a narrow ecomonic determinism,The growth of capitalist
forces makes Punjabis Biharis and Biharis Punjabis,the dévelopment of capitalism makes. British
culture capitalist instead of ‘feudal.Although the article refers abstractly, to democratic and
working class culture,it says nathing about where this culture comes from.It cannot,because it

‘"does not mention class struggle,which is the element which actively shapes the proletarian

element in culture even under imperialism.

kixed with this determinism is idealism.How do the different naticnalities cohtribute to
culture in a concrete way?Bourgeois celture in Britain is not being enriched by natiOﬁaI'L 
minority cultures,on the contrary .the bourgeoisie aré destroying those c&l%ures,The”contributi(
to proletarian culture by the national minoritiecs comes from their struggle against national
oppressiongnot their total or partial- assimilation,National minority workers today fight most
steadfastly agiinst the exploitation and oppressioh of the whole working class,and they also
‘fight their national oppression,virtually alone,despite the contribution that struggle,$akes tc
the cause of the whole working class.To weld together class and national struggles requires a
ccnevious Marxist-line and practice.But the article assumes that they will fugs automatically,
in the course of the capitalist.assimilation of the national minorities.This is wishful think-
ing,at best,and worst it plays into the hands of big natiog chauvinism, = - ST
*-'The "ludicrous innuendo that the national minorities’in Britain mey set un anIsrael 'to atteck
Third dorld peoples should be mercifully ignored.But two implicaticzs of the argiiment about
Bational culture ceannot be ignored.For it imﬁlieslthat the main enemy of. the black pecple .in
Britain is ‘the black bourgeoisie: in Britain,and not British imperialism (which,ipéidegtally,
aleo oppresses black non-proletarians in Britain).Secondly,it puts on the s2me- level the atti-
tude of a British worker to ""British" national  culture,which is that of the doainant impepialis
raling class,and that of a national minority worker to the culture of his or her nationality,
which is under attack by imperialicm. ' - , =N

Compare the attitude of Stalin in MQL.After the Gctober revolution had aboliahed‘najional
oppression,and established the equality of nations in the Soviect Uuion,there existed not the.
old bourgeois nations,but new socialist mations.ind the conditions were creatéd for the renaiss

‘ance and flourishing of the formerly oppressed nations.The Party's policy was "to 'help ‘the

regenerated nations of our country to rise :to their feet,to their full stature, to revive and
develop their hational cultures,widely to develop schools,theatres and other cultural institut-
ions ‘functioning in the natave languages,to nati-:i2-: _that is to piaff with members. of the
given nation- the Party,trade union,co~operative,state and economic organs.,,"(p 369).And althot
Stalin here refers specifically to nations,his article also refers to mational minorities in
thée same spirit.Cn p 354 he says that one of the aspects of -the existence of new socialist
nations is "abolition of the relics of'nationalroppression in order that the nations and nation-
2l minorities may be ¢rnl ang ‘zvelop freely."And although Stalin is here talking about the
position of nations and national minorities after the socialist revolution,it is sScarcely. '
conceivable that Communists could work to destroy national culture and assimilate national
mincrities up to the socialist revolution,only to turn round after the revolution and promote
the renaissance of the naticnalities and the flourishing of the national cultures which they
have previously attempted to eliminate!The Lalkar article's view that internaticnalism can

only develop by destruction of national ‘identities iS fatelly mechanical .The only way to nourish
friendly relations between nationalities and genuine mutual co-operation is for the working
class to unite with the oppresced nationalities in their struggle for their national surviegal
ard their cultures.. ' : '

Fhe general theme of the Lalkar article is that the problem of naticnal:cppresSidnmand.the
ight for the equality of national minorities will be resolved under ﬁhe*present.élass rule, .
ke rule of imperialism,.¥here it mentiomns thé'linkAbetween the struggle ogainst national oppres-
sion and the struggle for socialism,this is brought in as if it were an afterthought,.This is not
surpriging for an article based,not on concrete conditions in imperialist Eritain,but on abstrac:
haory,and particularly on quotations torn from context from works written at astage when the
lemocratic.étruggle was the main task.Thus its main solutioh,agSimilation,is seen as a process -
eking place under capitalism.And where it puts forward a concrete solution for the equality of
ational minorities (in a footnote on page 10),it is calling for legislation by the imperialist

)
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state to outlaw discrimination.AIthough‘i; gualifies this demand by saying that to get such
legislation passed will rot be an "easy affair',it stfll displays a touching faith in .the
imperialist state,In the present era’ the abolition of national oppression reguires the overthr
of “the “imperialist state,and under socialism it will be necessary for a long time to promote
the interests of oppressed. nationalities as.a conscious and active policy, -

This brief examination of the Karxist method of analysis of the aational question can be
sumned up in ‘three main points.National oppression cannot be abolished through democratisation
within the framework of capitalism,but only through the proletarian revoluticn,which overthrow
the imperialist state.The task of Communists is not to fight for assimilation under capitalism
but to wage an unqualified znd determined. struggle against national oppression.And it is wrong
to mount an attack on all slogans of natﬁdnal culture. raised by oppressed nationalities,rather
than to fight for the.conditions in which national cultures can develop freely under socialism

THE RIGHT OF NATIONAL MINORITIES TO FREE NATICNAL DEVELOIMENT

The Lalkar article is correct to refer to the black people in Britain as national minorities
There are other national minorities in Britain,in particular the Irish,and also -settled commun
‘ties from Continental Europe,The Scots and the Welsh are national mincrities within England,
_And the term "black" is not necessarily appropriate to describe all Third World national minor
+ties,for instance the Chinese,It is up to the national minorities. themselves to decide whether
they’kish‘to use the term to convey the unity of all those who suffer racism,but it should not
be allowed to obscure the fact that there are specific-and distinet national minorities.,

Stalin ‘rightly points cut that some nationalities may be assimilated,but it is a concrete
gquestion in any society whether such assimilation is partial,temporary and relative.Perhaps the
descendants of Continental European immigrants to Britain in the 1Gth century have been assimil
ated,If this has happened,or is happening,that may be well and good.But in terms of fighting
the oppression of naticnal minorities the question of whether or not they may assimilate in the
future is irrelevant.in the case of black national minorities,raciem so intemsifics their natic
_§1;0ppres$iqn_and7exacerbateshthe~contnadictions;betwéenwthem and the national majority that —

asgimilation is made highly unlikely, _

+"In any country the particular solution to the problem of how to struggle against national
‘oppression must be a concrete one related to specific conditions,But the theoretical analysis
that Marxism has made does provide the guidance of general principles,In 1921 the CPSU guarante
the right of free national development to national minorities in the Seviet Union,(Resolution
4dopted by the Tenth Congress of the hussian Communist Party,harck 1921..uoted in edition of
The National Luestion and Leninism,Mass Publications,Calcutta,1976,p.37).This is distinct from
the right of a nation to self-determination,up to and including seceéssion.That right would
neither be in the interests of a national minority,nor practical,But the right to free: national
development means positive rights for national ménorities—- such as the right to develop their-
own cultures and languages,the right to achieve eguality by obtaining greater rights in some

areas than the national majority (by some kind of "affirmative action" on jobs,education,
housing étb.).It<is alsc a right of a nationality as awhole,not merely the democratic rights of
;inﬂividpalg'of that nationality,To fight for such a right is not merely to react. against oppres
sion,qhéthér this takes the form of state violence,discrimination,or destruction of language
and culture,It is to go on the offensive,tq fight for the positive right of a national ménority
to national identity,not just its freedom from persecution, ,
Hearxists have generally linked such a right to some territorial component,to some. form of
regional or local autonomy,It is difficult. to see how, such a right can bc guaranteed without
some such térritorial rights.In the Soviet Union under Lenin and Stalin,autonomy in given -
regions,areas and lecalities,with varying degrees of power,was granted to the different mation-
alities.In the People's Republic of China,regional autonomy f-r iho formeriy cupressed nation-
alities is guaranteed.The programme of the Workers' Communist Party (ML) of Canada demands =~
autonqmy in areas of concentration for national minorities,including the Chinese-Canadians and -
Black ‘Canadians,as does the programme of the Communist Party (ML) of the United States for .
national minorities,such as the Asian-imericans,Such comparisons. must be taken seriously,but
British Communists must put forward a-policy which accords with conditions in Britain,
The-national minoritiés have been driven to Britain by the depradation of their homelands in
the past mainly by British colonialism,and the-continuing exploitation and oppressicn of those
countries today by nec-colonial means,by many imperialisms including British imperialiem,In a
world situation where the Third wWorld countries.and peoples are th¢ main force fighting the
two Superpowers,as well as: all imperialism,and are the forée driving the world forward histori-
cally, the minorities from those Third Jorld countries living in Britain are-a ¢oncrete link .

PGFWeén:the-British working ‘class and the struggles of the Third World.It is the natiénal minor-
ities who take up most consistently the struggles of the Third World,whether it is the fight
ng .

A
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2gzinst superpower maddling,imperialist domination,and imperialist-backed internal reaction in
thoir own countries of origin,or the struggle for national independence in countries-like . Afghar
ision,Kampuchea and Iran,The struggle agdinst national oppression in Britain is intimately linke
with the struggle against British imperialism abroad,whether in Ireland,Malaysia or Scubhern
ifrica,and with the struggle of the Third Jorld in general,for national independence,a new econ-
omic order,and against the superpower policies of hegemondsm and war,

;Wathen Britain the national minorities have come to play an integral part in the British econ-
omy;and have been integrated into the class structure in-Britdan,Black workers,for instance,are
part of the working class in Britain,even though they are generally a super-exploited section-of
the classjthey are not merely some . temporary addition to it,But while they have been in general -
integrated into the social relations of production in the British class-structure,still they
remain separate,and this is evidenced by the close social nad cultural interrelations within .
the mirority communities and the cémparative-distance in their relations with the majority commu
ity.This contradiction is the result of national oppression, = o

-+ National minorities fight for the right to stay in Britain.They do this in the face of state .
policies which increasingly deport them and refuse*them entry,threaten their civil rights and .
gove closer to statutory repatriation.Communists must fight for the right of national minorities
to stay,and against all" immigration laws,no: because an attack on them is an attack on democrati
rights in. general,and accélerates.the general growth of repression in Britain (which it does),
Sut on the grounds of their specific superexploitation and oppression by British imperialism,and
>f the superexploitation and oeppression of the nations from which they came,

SUPFORT FOR SPECIFIC STRUGGLES IS THE BASIS FOR UNITY

~:ihe national minority peoples fall into national groupings-Indian,Bangladeshi,Jamaican etc.~
vhich have certain characteristics,They are multi-class groupings,although the working class -

mong them are domimant in numbers,They have common éultures,frequently comzon languages distinc
‘rea that of the majority nationality,often distinct religions,systems of kinship and marriage e
"hey have common peychological make-up,derived from a common history.They tend to live in fairly
-ompast communities in particular cities.They come from nations which exist in their full integ~
ity in. the world today (unlike the Jéwish people) .They can be defined as historically part of

“e nations,separated from them by imperialism,and become national minorities within a differ-
-at nation.They share with the nations form which they have come a common struggle against
wiional oppression,although this takes a differéent form in the imperialist heartland and the
:@avional homelands.

the specific national minorities crganise their resistance most commonly along national lines,
2ua they become involved with the struggles of their countries of origin.For instance,progress~
-ve sections of the Indian national minority organised opposition against the State ‘of Emérgency
2 India,and there has been consistent mobilisation of thoudands of Indians in Britain in support
. vhe :struggle for a people's democratic India.Kashmiris in Britain fight for the right to self-
latormination of the Xashmiri nation,The struggel against Sritish iwperialism in Irelandtand the
ecupation of the six counties is most strongly taken up by Irish people in Britzén,There are
ountless similar examples which could be brought to light by investigation,

Hational minority people most commonly organise -themselves into specific groups based on their
ationality.Such organisations,whatever their express purpose,are a strong base for fighting . .
ational oppression,Thers are politically oriented groups,like the Indian ‘orkers' Association,
anzladeshi Workers' Association and Kashmiri dorkers' Association,social groups,religious groups
arcats groups. and pressure’ groups of all kinds.These’ organisations have this in comsion: their
orzosition reflects concrete reality,not a bourgeois narrow nationalist attitude ,If some indiv-
duals propagate such attitudés within them,that is a different matter.Many of the specific |
exands put forward by national minority communi ties reflect the specific national needs of theix
uitures and languages.For example,the demands of Sikhs to wear their traditional dress at work,
t school ete.,the demands'of‘Rastafafians to wear their hair as they are accustomed,the demands
f Huslims to send their girls to single-sex schools,and for Muslim women to wear trousers at
orii and school, . A . : -

Tiie struggle for the right to use national minority languages is one of the most impoetant,and

2eds .to be developed more broadly nad intensively.Thére are two main aspects,the right to. speak
4, Punjabi, Chinese,Bengali etc,at work,in meetings,in public bodies,such as local councils,and
he right to pass on the languages to the national minority children,There must be very few,if

uy ;state schools which use minority languages as a general_médiumvOf‘instruction,few which:teach
aem;there are some which ban their use .altogether on the premises.In some places national minor-
¢y communities themselves provide language instruction for the children cheaply,or for nothing,’
n others individual parents have to pay a high price to have their children taught to read and
rite their mother-tongue,Rarely does the British state provide the funds for this,But mosg
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parcnts insist that their children do not forget their language,and in many cases the children
stick to their language out of defiance of their oppression,as Caribbean children use their
dialect at school because -the toachers cannot understand it, -

The rising generations.of nationdl minority peoples are evolving their own road;their own -
methods of struggle.But young black people,at ary rate,are increasing their level of resiatence
all over the country,in places like Brixton,Southall,Handsworth,Bradford and Bristol,and even i
areas where settlement occurred earlier,like Liverpool,It can reasonably be argued that,
even;thgugh the new generations will adopt many elements from the majority culture which are
convenient to them,the level of their cppression will ensure that they will not ‘allow their
own naticnal cultures to die out.More likely,they will use them as a focus for their resistance
to oppression. .. ' N _ .

To emphasise ‘these national aspects of resistance,and to suggest that the dominant aspect ‘in
the resistance is that it is based on the specific nationalities,is not to argue against the
unity between national minorities,nor the unity of the national minorities with the working cla
in Britdan,Growing unity of both kinds exists.Common national oppression,om the one hand,and
comiion class exploitation,cn the other,are the objective foundations on which such Bnity will b
built.But in order to build such unity in a conscious way it is necessary first to be aware of .
the concrete egistence of specific national minority struggles,and to turn the consciousness of
this into a poditive factor for unity. - s -

- THE STRUGGLE OF MATIONAL MINORITIES AND THE CLASS  STRUGGLE

The strength of the characteristscs of nationazl identity in-the make-up and the resistance of
the main national minorities in Britain,and the intensity of their national oppression,particul
arly racism,indicates that the demand for their right to free national development is both
hccdssary and realistic.This demand is not just a reactioh agginst’acts,of oppression when they
arise,still less only against racist violence and discrimination,Tt requires the unfolding of
2 positive struggle for positive rights,which accords with the specificity of the national
‘mincrity question.It encompasses the full equality of languages and cultures,and the right to
develop them freely.The right to freedom from violence entails the right to organised community
s>if-defence,armed if Lzcessary,and the right to freedom from discrimination ehtails affimmative
action om jebs,education and housing.But such rights cannot be guaranteed without political
pewer.The keéy to ensuring and naintaining such fights—Wﬁll be local democratic control by the
nztional minority people in arcas in which they are ‘concentrated, o e

Orly the national mimorities themselves can work out what such local control will mean in.
detail,and only they can test such a policy in practice.All that ccn be said is that without
such control,free rational development cannot be realised.It implies centrel over education,ove:
the use of funds fer Ideal administration and cosmunity deyélopmen@,control of policing and the
judicial apparatus,to mike these serve the needs of the national mincrity people instead of the
Perpetuation of rational oppression.it would be easy for;the'imperialist_ruling class and their
‘allies to caricature much a demand in order o create antagonism between the working people of
the national majority and the national minority communities.But an end to.national oppression
and the guarantee of the right to free national development is in the interests of the entire
woriing class,The working class does not benefit form national oppression,nor from -the impover-
isiment of areas where national minorities live,nor from the exacerbation of national contra-
dictions which is bound to occur where there is no national equality or national freedom,.Local
control by national minorities in areas of concentration will not discriminate .against workers
of the national majority,whereas control by the national majority does discriminate against the
national minorities.It will rather climinate the power of the imperialist ruling class and their
staté'to‘impoverish the lives and living standards of the national minority people and te'turn
one nationality against another. o o - ' , o

It is implicit in this policy that it cannot be effectively implemented by .the imperialist
atate,but only by the proletarian ctate as part of the socialist revolution,It is a guestion of
the link bétween the struggle of the working class against its exploitation and. the struggle of
the national minorities against national oppression,Just as there is a simplistic analysis that
the oppression of national minorities is based on ''racial"differences,so there is also a simplis
i¢ notion that this "racial oppression' exists becéuse the imperialist bourgeoisie is conspiring
to' divide the working class. o B ’ : Ly

‘Certainly national oppreesion divides the working clasis,Imperialism exacerbated this national
contradiction into antagonish by all the means at its disposal,in particular the promotion of
récist ideology' and racist state policies.Certainly imperialism will not be overthrown unless

the working class is united, N 3 -
' But the struggle against national oppression is a specific struggle.And without the freedom
and equality of rationalities no unity and co-operation between nationalities will be peaaible,

<
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Imperialism is still in power precisely because it rests on both national oppression and the
sxploitation of the entire working class.In national oppression are included the oppression of
nations abroad,the ex-colonies and the existing colonies like the six counties of Ireland and
long Xong,the oppression of the Welsh and Scottish nations in Britain,and of the nagional
ninorities in Britain.All the oppressed nationalities in Britain will fight national oppression,
just as the oppressed nations abroad,and the working class in Britain will fight for its
:mancipation from exploitation and oppression.Both types of struggles challenge the very basis
>f imperialist state power,and neither can succeed without overthrowing that state power,
3imilarly neither can succeed without the other,The working class and the oppressed nationalitie:
re allies,and Communists must build a revolutionary alliance between them,This revolutionary
1lliance will fuse into a single whole in the struggle for proletarian revolution,

* This is the living revolutionary link between the struggle of the whole working class in
?ritain and the struggle of the national minorities.The alliance can be forged more effectively,
Jecause the greater part of the national minority people in Britain are themselves working class
3ritish imperialism is stepping up its attacks on the working class and the national minorities,
the once mighty British empire has become weak and wounded.It betrays its weakness as it turns
avagely on the naticnal minority people it has brought into this insignifieant island,That
veakness can become a strength for the people of the whole world,when the struggle agdinst
1ational oppression is welded together with the struggle of the working class,
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THE BROADEST UnITY 15 NEEOED TO STOP SOVIET EXPANSIUN

1 . .
1. It 1s now. clear‘er' than ever that the threat of expansion from the

Sov1e¥: superpower Has become very -grave indeed. The ‘outbreak of war
between Iran and Irag has not only uncovered some ‘intractable contra-
dictions between these two - third ‘world countries, but has also exposed
the pervasiveness of the Soviet Union. In the welter of reactions to the
conflict and the scramble to take ‘si'd'e's, it is the Sov1et Union which has
reacted most decisively and made the most capltal

2. In the last three years, we have ‘Seen their 1nst1gat10n of the in-
vasion of Kampuchea and direct invasibn ' of Afghanistan. We have now
head their threats to the Polish people now that the workers are re51st1ng
revisionist rule and winning concessions, Thgre is no doubt about Russ:.an
influence growing in India, Bolivia, Argentina and Grenada and is bel,ng
strengthened by whatever means necessary in their existing spheres of
domination. The way they are supplying arms to Syria and Iragq, playlng
oné off against the other, while at the same time offering to sell arms
to Iran, is a clear example of their perfidy and complete lack of” pr1nc:.ple

3. Soviet aggression has to:  be resisted more firmly th'an before._In‘_.f_

fact the time has arrived when uniting with all other forcegmf
Soviet . expansionism has - become the most important task for Marxis'_t—
Leninist revolutionaries in Britain. The struggle for . K socialism has to be
temporarily relegated to ‘a secondary position_ and resistance to Soviet
hegemonism. elevated to the prime task of the present period.- .
4, Interpally, our main task is to defend democratic rights. The
Thatcher' government is using the crisis as a cover to attack democracy.
In oppds‘ih'g'-’ the Soviet Union's aggression, they try to denounce communism
by labelling the Soviet .Union 'a 'communist' country. Anti-Sovietism is
equated with anti-communism:, - and in this the Tories have no quarrel
with the Russian leaders themselves.' The obvious hext step is to curb
‘communism' in Brltaln, and this 1s defined as broadly as necessary o
embrace any effective opposu:lon ‘to ‘their growing repression. At present
'‘communism' means the following: strong unions; nationalisation ‘of indus-
try and commerce; municipal ownership of homes; the welfare sta'l;e;"'éi'r'iy
attack on the trans-national monopolies; oppoSition to Britain's membership
of the EEC; unilateral nuclear disarmament., Whatever weakens the rule
of the bourgeoisie of imperialist Britain over its workers is linked' with
whatever .weakens imperialist Britain in the face of Soviet expansionism.
We must break this link and show that it is only by extending democratic
rights to the full that the best resistance to Russian domination 'is
achieved.

5. Rac1sm and other forms of national oppression negate democratic
rlghts and must be firmly opposed. The right of freé ‘tradé unions to exist
and promote their members' interests must be defended whilst attacking
the bureaucracy of some of them. British troops must leave Ireland where
they are trampling on the rights of the Irish people.

6. It 'will be a big task 't promote" democracy to deepen the resmtance
to the Soviet Union. But even though there will be anti-socialists 1nvolved
in such a-task, it is thé bnly r'allylng cry which will unité the broadest
possible forces in the broadest possible front against Sov1et expansmm.sm.
Politically, this would ‘include the anti-Soviet Conservatlves, ‘the ‘right—
wing' Labourites, the Liberals and the miniscule anti-hegemonist 'left'.
Our call for unity must be conditional on these forces respecting democrat-
ic rights' aind national sovereignty. We must support the’ demand for
proportional representation, for the devolutlon of central government power )
to Scotland and Wales and to local governmnet, and ‘support the fight
against unemployment, bureaucracy and ipnefficiency.
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ULTRA-LEFTISM .. . ey D ES wt e B

7.__;_ It is clear that we are still bogged down in the mire of ultra-

leftism. We have tackled some of its worst aspects - of ignoring all issues

bar party-building and industrial work - . but we still have some way .

to go to correct  its -bad effects. One ’“t:ena‘c'i‘ous’ form of ultra-leftism is

the need to appear to be ‘'leftist' and to justify and apologise for ohe's .

ﬁhtmnéednﬂsotl‘ber stefzﬂlsth'.attempts to outlef‘t the left “and such negatlve
phenomena as the excessive persecutlons durmg the Cultural Revolution
in China' and the sectarlan arrogance of the 'Maoists' in Brltaln.‘ The.

struggle .to correct ultra-leftism and its results will take ,sgme time.

Whatever was the main aim of the rectlﬁcatlon stage, there should be.,
general agreement that today the main target of 1rmer-—party struggle must

be ultra—leftlsm and its twin manifestations of ultra-democracy and over-
lordism whlch replace’ democracy and centralism respectively.

8. “An ‘éxcellent example of a stand against ultra—leftlsm was the
article in Class Struggle (Vol.4 No.19) entitled 'Zimbabwe Makes Progress'

It answers the ultra—lefts who expect apologles from this newly 1ndepend—'

ent third world government and demandlng the achievement of, socialigt .

revolumon overnlg,ht when the national democratlc revolution’ has hardly

begun."” .
9. "In Kampuchea we have recently seen self—-cr1t1c1sm on the part of

the Khmer Rouge, even to the extent of thé Prlme Minister and the Foreign _

Minister declarlng ‘that 'Communism is dead' and that soc1allsm .was  not

on the agenda. Both leaders have admltted ‘to mistakes in_ the Kampuchean_:

revolution - -all of the ultra-left - varlety - -too rapid deurbanlsata,on ‘and
collectivisation, too much discipline, ‘too rapld abolition of. money. too
much class struggle. All’ the'advances they mlght have achleved have
now been brushed aside by the V1etnamese invasion and occupatlon._:';.

10. What had Happened was that the Khmer Rouge had underestlmated
the barbarlty and ruthlessness of what is now the polecat of the world
- Sov1et soc1al—1mper1al1sm. ‘That underestlmatlon .was coupled w1th the

overest1mat10n of the strength of . the revolutlonary forces in Kampuchea»r
and the world, It is to. the eternal credit of the Kampuchean ‘party . that .

they have now S0 openly and bravely corrected their .mistakes, ..and .are .

now leadlng a broad front to llberate thelr country and Bave the Khmer,

nation as s whole from extlnct:Lon from extmctlon.

11. Thelr stand shculd not be 1mag1nea 'bo be opportunlstlc, nor should‘

it be thought that the Khmer Rouge' leaders are Just pretendlng They
are in deadly . earnest and their line accords with Marxism- Lenlnlsm—Mao

Zedong' Thought in today s world What has been demonstrated in Kampu~.

chea in 'Very stark fashion is that there is no virtue in trving to .build
socialism ''in & ‘world ‘where the Sov1et marauders . .are. on the rampage.
Kampuchea has 1lessons for the world which we cannot and must not ignore.
12. It is worth remembering the Brest-Litovsk peace -treaty. Trotsky
did not- want to s1gn and thus. make concessmns to the German ‘bourgeoisie.
He was 1nterested in the glory of the revolutlon, nct 1n 1’$ survival or
victory. ~His ultra—left purlty would have - led 1o . the

at the expense of territory, consohdate thelr_ forces and be able to beat
off the 'imperialists' intervention in 1921 Lenm aqd Stalln understood

oefeat of the .
Bolshev1ks, Whereas by s1gn1ng they were. able to w:m breathlng space,

very well that establlshlng a revoluttonary government ;anolved it in

national defence from’ external enemles whllst the c ass struggle against

internal - enemles cont;mued Nelther facet could be
could take- precedence over the’ other in partlcular cu‘cumstances.

13. © These exper1ences are relevant to Br1ta1n because they reveal_

general principles which can' be applled here. st that-»

s1,1.:r_,r;¢or‘e;d, ang.: elther,,‘

needs to be answered "is - whether, despite Brltaln s great 1ndustr1al,j
strenpgth,  ‘the ‘external th‘reat looms _large enough to -overshadew the .,

doternal class contrddictions. To. automatically assume the Qlass;,,ja‘h‘.uggle,—,;”;
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is primary at all times is-to be ultra-left.

U.S. IMPERIALISM

14. There is a marked aversion among some comrades to face. up to
another 'unpleasant' consequence of the Soviet aggression and expansion.
That is ‘the strong possibility that .the . US will line up with the main
forces of the second and third worlds against the Soviet Union.

15. In being opposed to both superpowers, we must remember that if
it is true that the Soviet Union is the more dangerous, then it is only
logical that opposition to it is more important and takes precedence ' over
opposition to US imperialism on a world scale. No amount of twisting or
writhing can avoid the logical fact that there cannot be three sides in
a world war. There can only be two sides. It is thus 1nev1table that the
second and third worlds will find their interests lie in the same.. direction
as one or other superpower. rfor the forseeable future that superpower

is US imperialism which is in decline.

16. In. fighting for a united front of the second and third worlds

against the superpcwers we are furthering the cause of worlé peace and
delaying world war. But it does seem thaet the Soviet Union now has the
bit in its teeth and the situation is worse than it has been. War is now
very likely and the alliance. with the US is becoming necessary. Such an
alliance has to extract from the US the right to be treated with mutual
respect and non-—m‘berferenceln the internal affairs of allied countries.
So far the US has shown signs of being prepared to do this - in Western
Europe by being susceptible to demands for a European finger on the
nuclear button; in Kampuchea by supporting Democratic Kampuchea; in
Afghanistan by calling for withdrawal of Soviet troops and an independent
non-aligned Afghanistan to be developed; in the Iran-Iraq conflict by
calling for cessation of hostilities and studiously not backing one .or .
other side; in South Korea by Kkeeping its troops strictly confined to
barracks and condemning the overthrow of parliamentary rule; in Poland
by calling for no outside power to intervene; in its new-found respect
for Mexico and purchas’é of natural gas at a price dictated by the
Mexicans; its preparedness to lift the Cuban blockade if Cuban mercenaries.
leave Africa. These things are positive but let us not be under any
illusions - the US has. been forced to take such stances. Even a Reagan
victory in the presidential election is not going to alter this course
despite his foul-mouthed desire for the return of a 'two-China' policy
and his loud-mouthed hawkishness.

i7. .-In 1its contention with the Soviet Union, the US ‘'superpower has
realised; that in today's world, the best it can hole for in the way of
defending its strategic interests is to ensure as far as possible that the:
Russians do not fill any power "vacuums’ created by its own- retreat.
The US superpower is in decline and now hopes for a huge buffer zone
of independent and non-aligned states to help stem Soviet expansion.

i8. This does not mean that the US superpower has changed its spots.
Far from it. It still dreams of being the dominant world power. but, as
Britain and France discovered in 1956 at Suez, its power does not any
longer match up to its ambitions. Thus it is now pursuing a policy which
faces ; the  new realities and in supportlng the tendency for independence
and non-alignment in much of the world, its policies coincide with the
interests of the second and third worlds! This is an example of a contra-
diction. between the superpowers that can be utilised to undermine the
expanding superpower - the Soviet Union. .
19. . In our Draft Programme there eady many hopes expressed and
tbrtés erebyinedhd locilediwt teegebbdib nBrabizlbeingertisEligressntoatageaial ddve
class struggle. .Then there is garble g3Alore (Section 4, in particular
paragraphs 6-11) where there is an attempt take into account the Soviet

ot e e e



-4 -
. Essentially it only pays lip service to

menace. It is a hopeless muddl . : ‘
t declares that even though ‘it  is more

the rise of Soviet aggression.

likely that a new war will /be unleashed by Soviet social-imperialism -
pefore the working class seifes power in Britain' (Section 4. 11), the™

socialist revolution must contjfiuet ‘ _
20. Comrades, the stage  has now arrived where Soviet expansionism
must be opposed tooth .and nail, In the face of its aggression, the anti-
superpower - united front must be developed. HMore than that, it must be
developed as. an .anti~-Soviet united front., The US superpower must be
curbed within the: front itself and not be excluded from it at this stage.
Its domlnatlon must be modified to allow countries siding with it a much
bigger say  than at present, out it must be kept in the’ united front as

long as poss:Lble .

WHAT SORT OF UNITED FRONT'?

21, This present necessity must not be proposed in a confusing: way
ie. by proposing that there should be several levels of united front (eg.
the 1nternat10nal revolutionary forces, "the third world and proletarlat
of the Trest’ of the world, the second and third worlds etc.) indicating
that there should be several united fronts of varying degrees of broadness
This all Just sklrts the pr oblem. The main united front at- this time is
not the Brltlsh pr*oletamat and petit bourge0181e against the imperialist
monopoly bourge0151e It is not the EEC against the two superpowers. It
is not the second and third “worlds against the superpowers. The united
front must now be unequivocally stated to be an -anti-Soviet united front
and it must include all thé forces which oppose Soviet expansionism. That
has to be our central orientation - all else must follow from that.

22. Qur tasks in Britain today are tc fight for reforms, to broaden

democracy and to oppose all those who support or defend the Soviet Union. -

Our task is to make it clear that the anti-Soviet united front is vital
if therée is ever to be a socialist revolution’ in Britain. Our job is now

to define the str'ateoy and tactics of x\’larx1st—Len1n1sts in this period when
anti-Soviet united front work should be the: main aspect of our activity,

This stage, which we did hesitantly anti¢cipate; has now arrived. The
united fr'ont must now be built to defeat Soviet aggression.

2EAIM/ /ddﬁi:édi/dsiri/ Wit /bR CAET ABBELY/] | 6 RAANSAOIE 11 IO AABELISR [ 1/ feldd
23, Comrades, when the RCL and CWM unitedbin the wake of hasty expul-
sions o;_ ultr‘a—-le tists in  each’ organisation, it changed the orientation
of the new RCL. The RCL shifted its ground and declared that work in
the fleld of ant1—rac1sm, anti-fascism and in anti-imperialist solidarity
would . now complement 1ndu.:.tt‘131 work -‘and “party-building. This was: a

very pos:.tlve step ‘and’ rccognlsed the realitiés within Britain. This was.
a step for'ward bec,xuse it recognised that there was not only- class.

..,tr‘uggle in’ Brltaln but  also ' national struggles; that not only did the

working class potentially want  socialism, but that broad sections.of the )

people wanted’ denocr‘acy ‘on the broadest possiblr level. .Some d-@m-nades
are beglnnlng to say, dnd the realisation is beginning to grow, that .the

soc1allst revolutlon is not oh the immediate ‘agenda. If this is so, . then,
why is the struggle for somallst revolutlon still. at the top -of our agenda? -.
24, The Iran-Iraq war is bringing home’ the realities of Britain in the..

world more than ever. The theoretical expression of. the reality in the

world up to now has been that the Sovist Union is' the .more dangerous,
of the two supérpowers. The concrete expression of the -realities of the .
world now are that the Soviet Union is on ‘the rampage. It backs the most.. .

ruthless and vicious third world regimes 'in the world today - Vietnam,
Cuba, Ethlopla - and is dangling the Hiddle East franchise. before Syria
and Iran. Its own ‘invasion of Afg,hanlstan has- also exhibited a..detached
bar‘barlty not seen since the heyday of US imperialism or Nazi. Gepmany.
Its neo—colonlal rule in Eastern Europe and other countries is readily

+
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backed by military force. These things all prove the theoretical contention
that we all accept. But we have not yet made the logical conclusion from
these recent developments - the Soviet Union is only being slowed down
or opposed by Dbroad united fronts - from Kampuchea %o Afghanistan to
Poland to Eritrea to Zimbabwe. This is the reality. : '

25. We should take a ‘hard look at the statement of the CC of the CP
of Malaya on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of their founding. Even

'though' they are fighting an armed struggle, their orientation is not

socialist’ revolution, “but to fight to defend the people's democratic rights
and protéect the territorial integrity ‘of their country. The fight to defend

‘democratic rights is directed against the reactionary anti-communist and

anti-popular policies pursued by the government, and the fight to defend
their country is aimed at Soviet-Vietnamese hegemonism. 'These two aspects
of the struggle are inseparable and must be integrated.' (p. 21) The CP
of Malaya regards the contradictions between its own ruling circles and
the people as - the main contradiction at pr‘esent,' but warns that 'the
contradictions between Soviet-Vietnamese’ hegemonism -‘and its lackeys - on

the one hand and the people of all nationalities and strata on the ‘other
'is on the rise and could become the principal contradiction in our society'

Either way, the struggle for socialism is clearly not on the agenda.

" 26. . ‘What are the lessons here for Britain? These third worlcé countries
‘and peoples. face very different problems to those ‘existing in second world

countries like Britain. But the  Marxist-Leninist principles by’ wvhich' these

problems. can” be understod- and overcome are universal. "WYe ‘here in Europe

can learn a ~’great deal about’ ‘Marxist-Leninist principles from the
struggles .in the third world and the M-L's there. Indeed, “we all sub-
scribe to Mao Zedong Thought. ~We must not dismiss their. conclusions on
the grounds that our own: problems are more complex because of our in-

‘dustrialised society. That is Jjust being chauvinistic. If th third world

is the leading force combating imperialism, colonialism -and  hegemonism

“then that .is where the theoretical clarity will be greatest. 'So we must

take careful note of what M-L parties in the 'third world are doing and
saying today. .In correcting our previous paralytic adulation of - China's
revolution we must not swing right over to rejecting the experience of
revolutionary. parties in the third world.

MOUNTING TENSION
27. Comrades, ther tension in the world is mounting very rapidly. The

forces for war have overtaken the forces for revolution. In this new
situation Soviet hegemonism has become the main enemy -of the people of
the world and the broadest possible united front must now be built to
oppose it. In Kampuchea, Laos, Afghanistan,Eritr‘ea,fraternal parties are
building united fronts to smash the Soviet hegemonists and ‘their neo-
colonial cronies. In Poland, Vietnam, Ethiopia and Angola the contra-
dictions with Soviet imperialism are sharpening and resistance is mounting
The contradictions  between the two states of partitioned Germany are now
sharper than ever. The GDR has become very belligerent about the Polish
developments and has imposed inhuman conditions on travel between the
two parts. This is a serious reflection of Soviet hegemonism in Europe.
Tn Latin America, they are grooming Argentina to .launch an attack on
Chile. .
28. . World war three is upon us and our orientation must reflect thig.
We must never abandon the working class in building this front, nor
should Britain's independence be jeopardised by the alliance with the
US superpower., The matter has become very -urgent. The bankrupcy of
the Labour Party is acutely evident - the revisionists and Trotskyists
keep apologising for Russian aggression and are being groomed as a 5th-
column.Birch and Baines have bounced into bed with Brezhnev and Albania




[

is frenetlc We must keep cool and plot our new course.. We . must build
up our movement around this orientation and talk to all M L's-. and -other
left elements who embrace the _Theory of the .Three Uor‘lds and who are
conscious of the overwhelmlno Soviet. threat. We must take forwara -this
view into the . .anti~racist movement and into our solwarlty work. We must
explain our view to the. anti-nuclear - movement .and keep .clarifying our
v1ew on nuclear‘ weapons and war and peace. There can be no peace  until
Sov:Let 1mper1allsm is .destroyed. There can be né democracy -of any -type

wher‘e their Jackaoots tread. There can be no socialist revolutions while
they threaten 7o) engulf the world. @ |
29. ' The defeat of Soviet social-imperialism- (or hegemonism ~as it is

_betber categorlsed) is now very necess ary for any progress ‘to be made
anywhere Azania cannot be liberabted until they stop sabotaging .and sub-
verting the liberation movements. We must warn the Western imperialists
that they are damaglng the anti-Soviet united front by clinging - to: the
whlte ‘supremacy regime in Azania, and- not -allowing Namibia -full self-
determination. We must warn the British. imperialists of the dangers of
their Irish policies and of opposing the working class. We must support
UNITA in its e:[‘for'te to liberate Angola. -Zimbabwe. and. Mozanblque cannot
.develop full economic independence until the X : S

Soviet-backed Cuban mercenaries get out. of Angola The'unl:f‘lcation of
Ger'mdny w1ll only occur when the Russians are  driven home. Wherever
Western 1mper1a11sm is in retreat - in el Salvador,. South Yemen, Argentina
Grendc.a —- it is. now generally : - .

Soviet 1nf‘1uence.whlch replaces it. There ared. exceptions, but the main
trend should be'qufte clear by now. The Russians are. expancing and the
bulk of revolutlonary wars in the world today are, directed - against Russia.
We must join this revolutlonarf crusade. This must become  the guiding
principle of’ all our work "in the coming period, "and must be reflected
in our pr‘ogrammatlc document, ’ '
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